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Pooling their 
resources
At long last, family gets 
a yard it can savor

Gardening at the 
touch of a button
Palo Alto startup goes  
for yard service by app

Cottage challenge
Palo Alto remodel  

gives home its history back
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Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

CLEAN POWER FROM THE SUN

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.
2557 Wyandotte Street 
Mountain View, CA 94043

T  650-938-9574
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cobaltpower.com

Make your own power from the sun and save!
At Cobalt Power, we take pride in creating satisfied customers. We have
installed over 1,000 high quality solar systems throughout Silicon Valley,
and are getting new referrals from our customers every day.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can
save by going solar.
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When Jesse Johnson and his family bought their Vintage 
Oaks home, the seller warned that they had tried but 
failed to add a pool. Johnson persevered, and with the 
help of Verdance Landscape Design of Palo Alto, his 
family pool became a reality. See story page 4. Photo 
by Veronica Weber.
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The previous owners of Jesse Johnson’s 

new home told him they tried to put 

a pool in the back yard, but it didn’t work 

out. About three years later, Johnson, 

along with his wife and two kids, decided 

to pursue the pool option again at the 

Vintage Oaks home in Menlo Park.

They started the project with a gen-

eral contractor, and then sought the help 

of John Black, principal at Verdance 

Landscape Design in Palo Alto.

“He was great at pushing us on how we 

really wanted to use the space,” Johnson 

said.

The giant oak tree also dictated how 

the backyard could be configured. The 

tree had some lawn underneath it, Black 

said, but to keep lawn under the tree 

required irrigation, which would shorten 

the life of the tree. Black surveyed the 

rest of the backyard, taking photos and 

measurements so that he could draft dif-

ferent options for the homeowners. This 

process started in May 2012.

Landscaping  
around the oaks
HOMEOWNERS IN VINTAGE 
OAKS NEIGHBORHOOD 
ADD POOL, TURF AND 
ENTERTAINING SPACE  
TO BACKYARD

story by Brenna Malmberg
photos by Veronica Weber

The giant oak tree determined how the yard 
could be designed. The tree had some lawn 
underneath it but irrigation would have 
shortened the life of the tree so the lawn was 
removed.

G A R D E N  D E S I G N S

(continued on page 6)
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Wegman’s Nursery
A Peninsula tradition since 1960

Mention this advertisement and receive 10% off your next purchase

Gifts and seasonal items
Exceptional-quality plants, trees, and shrubs

Family owned and operated

Wegman’s Nursery (650) 368-5908
492 Woodside Road Open seven days a week
Redwood City, CA 94061

www.wegmansnursery.com
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Black wanted to give the family options that would solve 

the pain points they identified, such as lack of f low and 

entertaining space.

“The backyard style had 

really weird curves that 

weren’t the same French 

Country style as the home,” 

Black said, “and they were 

having to wedge five chairs 

into the dining patio area.”

It took a little back-and-

forth before the Johnson family decided on a design that had 

a pool, spa, arbors, outdoor kitchen, dining patio, play lawn, 

vegetable beds and a putting green.

The new pool and spa have become focal points of the fam-

ily’s backyard. The 5-by-8-foot spa sits above the pool and 

has a waterfall that cascades down a tiled wall into the heated 

pool below. A Pebble Tec finish covers the 50-by-30-foot 

Above: The new pool and spa have become focal points of the back 
yard. The spa sits above the pool and has a waterfall that cascades 
down a tiled wall into the pool below. Right: A Pebble Tec finish covers 
the 50-by-30-foot pool to give it additional texture.

(continued on page 8)

The new pool and 
spa have become 
focal points of the 
family’s backyard. 

G A R D E N  D E S I G N S

(continued from page 4)
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Meyer Appliances

MEYER APPLIANCES KITCHENS & BATHS
861 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

650-968-7866 • kitchen bymeyer.com
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pool, giving it additional texture, Black said.

“My wife really enjoys relaxing next to this water feature,” 

Johnson said.

While there is no way to keep the pool free from tree debris,  

Johnson said the cover does most of the work and keeps the 

pool warm. When temperatures drop, Johnson said the spa can 

heat up in about 30 minutes.

Black surrounded the pool with low-maintenance landscap-

ing and plants, such as rhododendron, viburnum, loropetalum 

and miscanthus grass.

“I come up with options for the homeowner to pick from 

because I want to let them be involved if they want to,” Black 

said. “What made this project easier was having a client who 

cared and asked questions.”

In addition to plants, Black designed cedar arbors into 

the landscape above the spa, back door, outdoor dining and 

kitchen, and at the end of the pool.

“The arbors make it feel more like an outdoor room and 

provide some shade,” Johnson said.

The outdoor spaces feature Connecticut bluestone underfoot 

and K2 Stone veneer on the walls around the spa, dining area 

Above: A built-in grill, storage drawers and a refrigerator make the 
yard an easy place to dine al fresco under the shade of arbors. Below 
right: The pool is surrounded with low maintenance plants such as 
rhododendron, viburnum, loropetalum and miscanthus grass.

(continued on page 11)

(continued from page 6)

G A R D E N  D E S I G N S
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CAMPBELL   408.871.8890
CORTE MADERA   415.924.6691
DANVILLE   925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW   650.964.7212

SAN CARLOS   650.508.8317

16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

 Don’t Be Misled  
By Big Box Stores! 

Home Consignment Center has new inventory every day, 
not seasonal selections like big box stores. If you see something 
in our store, you can take it with you the same day...no 
need to order it from a fabric swatch and wait weeks or months 
while it is shipped in from a foreign country.  

We specialize in one-of-a-kind top quality furniture and 
accessories at amazing low prices. You’ll find things you just 
won’t find at other stores.
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G A R D E N  D E S I G N S
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and kitchen. Black designed the space to fit the Johnsons’ existing 

patio furniture, but replaced the portable grill with a built-in grill, 

storage drawers and refrigerator.

Around the corner from the grill, the family grows vegetables, 

such as tomatoes and cucumbers. 

In the other direction, a little strip of space holds a storage 

shed, putting green and a playhouse that Johnson is building for 

his daughter.

“The putting green came from the discussion about artificial 

turf up in the front of the yard,” Black said.

The artificial turf discussion turned into a real play-space 

option for the family.

“A lawn would have been at odds with the heritage oak tree,” 

Black said. “This made sense.”

Johnson said the family has enjoyed the turf. They have debris 

blown off with a blower now and then, and when it gets hot in the 

summer, Johnson gives it a quick spray with the hose. Otherwise, 

his son uses the space to practice his goalie skills in front of his 

soccer net.

“Before this, we didn’t feel like the backyard was a part of our 

life,” Johnson said. “Now we feel like we are back in a space that’s 

part of our house.”

To achieve the cohesive look, the entire backyard was demol-

ished and graded. Johnson worked with Black and two contrac-

tors, which he said required a lot of juggling but that it was nice 

to get it all done at once.

“Permitting was the most difficult part of this whole process,” 

Johnson said. 

The family decided to add 

the pool back into the plan 

after demolition was set. 

They decided to move for-

ward with construction any-

way, knowing that permit-

ting could take a month or 

so, Johnson said. In the end, 

it took about two months for 

all the permits because they 

needed to get an arborist 

report, dig a root trench, and install a temporary road and fence. 

Black said all the final details were wrapped up a few months 

later.

“When a client said, ‘Oh my gosh, I love this space so much,’ like 

happened on this project,” Black said, “It means we succeeded.” H+G

Freelance writer Brenna Malmberg can be  
emailed at brenna@brennamedia.com.

(continued from page 8)

Left: The putting green idea came from the discussion about artificial turf. Above: The family added the pool back into the design only after the demolition 
date was set. 

‘What made this project 
easier was having a 
client who cared and 

asked questions.’
John Black, principal at 

Verdance Landscape Design

G A R D E N  D E S I G N S



12  |  HOME + GARDEN DESIGN

Whether they’re made as a gift or project with the kids, simple 

and fun Scrabble® tile coasters can add a personalized touch to 

any party or meal. 

If done around holidays, four four- or five-letter words can be cho-

sen to create combinations that fit the mood, or if done with young 

children, they can choose words from their school spelling lists (older 

children can help find words to fit the theme). 

For gifts, these coasters can focus on a passion of the recipient. 

For the golfer, try coasters with: BALL, WOOD, TEES and 

FORE; SHOT, IRON, HOLE and FLAG; PUTT, SAND, TRAP 

and DROP; and GOLF, CART, BAGS and CLUB.

Baseball fans will love: BATS, BALK, FOUL and OUTS; 

GAME, MITT, HITS, and RUNS; HATS, FANS, ROOT and 

PLAY; and JACK, HOME, BASE and BALL. 

And, drink-themed coasters could contain words like: BEER, 

BREW, HOPS and ALES; WINE, AGED, VINO and VINE; 

SHOT, LIME, STIR and SALT; and BRUT, POUR, ASTI and 

CORK. 

They can even be created with short four-word sentences and blank 

tiles. (“Have A Nice Day,” for example, could be glued to a coaster). 

The possibilities are endless, and they’ll make a fantastic conversa-

tion starter. The tiles are made of wood, and can be purchased online 

from Amazon.com in batches of 100, 200, 300 or 500. H+G

Scrabble tiles make for a 
creative coaster project
story and photos by Melissa McKenzie

D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•  corkboard coasters/thin 

corkboard 

• Scrabble® tiles

• permanent glue*

• X-acto knife/scissors

• clear polyurethane spray

*Three glues were tried for this project — E6000®, Martha 

Stewart Crafts Permanent Glue® and Mod Podge Wonder 

Glue®. The Martha Stewart Crafts Permanent Glue® was run-

nier and felt less sturdy, but the product worked and the hold was 

strong. The E6000® and Mod Podge Wonder Glue® were equal 

in thickness and quick drying ability. However, E6000® and 

Mod Podge Wonder Glue® contain perchloroethylene, which is a 

possible cancer agent. The Martha Stewart Permanent Glue® is 

non-toxic, and it is recommended if children are helping complete 

the project. 



FALL 2016  |  13  

D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

1 Choose the 16 four- or five-letter words that will be used to create 
the coasters. 

For this project, words that will resonate with a home cook or 
professional chef were chosen:

CUBE, PARE, DICE, CHOP; BEAT, PEEL, ROLL, STIR;  
DUST, SIFT, THAW, ZEST; HEAT, BOIL, BAKE, MELT

2  Test the polyurethane spray. Using leftover tiles, spray the sealant 
onto a couple to make sure there isn’t a reaction between the choice 

of spray and tiles. Some sprays have caused the tile letters to dissolve 
(Krylon® brand was used to create these tiles with some damage to the 
tiles. A permanent marker can help fix any damage caused by the spray).

3 Use the Martha Stewart Crafts Permanent Glue® to glue the 
Scrabble® tiles to the corkboard, using the corkboard edge as an 

alignment guide. It also helps to glue between each tile for additional 
adhesion and coaster strength. 

4 Once all 16 words have been glued to the four coasters, place each 
coaster under a heavy book and allow to dry completely, between 

24 and 72 hours. Once coasters have dried, use the X-acto knife or 
scissors to trim away any excess corkboard. 

5 After trimming, place finished coasters on newspaper or butcher 
paper and spray with the clear polyurethane spray. Let dry 

approximately 15 minutes and spray again. The spray will not only 
give the coasters a glossy appearance but will protect them from any 
possible water damage from cold beverages. 

6 Package them with a ribbon to give for a bridal, housewarming or 
holiday gift or add the coasters to holiday decorations and bring 

them out each season. Wipe down with a warm cloth when needed, as 
the coasters are not dishwasher safe. Once finished, the coasters should 
be strong enough to withstand hot and cold drinks.

Calling all crafters and do-it-yourselfers:
In occasional editions of Home & Garden Design, this Do-It-Yourself section 

will feature a house or garden project with simple steps to help local residents’ 

homes go from zero to beautiful. If you have a project or skill you would like to 

share, please email the editor at editor@paweekly.com.
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It’s time for autumn cleanup. This means 

lawn renovation, bulb planting, detail work 

and the last pruning before winter. We tend to 

look at our gardens several times a day but often 

never really see what’s going on.

Gardens, like homes, tend to get cluttered. 

The only solution I can think of besides total 

war is to divide and conquer. What I mean is 

that if the big project is too much to cope with, 

nothing changes. What I have found is if I 

take one area of the garden at a time and clean that up, eventually 

the whole garden looks good. Here are tips for doing that.

1  Do something rather than nothing. Even little actions toward 

cleaning up your garden make a difference. Doing one little thing 

each day eventually gets big projects done.

2 Make a checklist. Airline pilots check their planes before every 

f light. They walk around the whole thing and look at every part 

on their check list. Surgeons do this as well before and during every 

operation. Both save lives and make the whole better. We can do the 

same in our gardens, with a checklist.

3 Throw something out. “If in doubt, throw it out” my father used 

to say. The same goes for our gardens, tool shed, old pot collec-

tion and sickly plants. There is no reason to keep a sick plant unless 

it is rare and can be cured.

4 Expect surprises. As Roger Von Oech says in his book “A 

Whack on the Side of the Head,” “Columbus was looking for 

India, Edison was trying to make a hearing aid.” Start in your garden 

with something and be open to new ideas. Who knows, you may have 

a burst of genius.

5 Think outside of the box. I have known people who grew toma-

toes upside down, grew sun plants in the shade and shade plants 

in full sun. Show a little panache and let your creative side shine.

6 Ask for help if you need it. It’s natural for friends and family to 

respond to a good old fashioned call for help. Don’t try to do it 

all yourself.

7   Throw a gardening party and have everybody bring gloves. Of 

course some can bring pruning shears and trowels. You provide 

the snacks and lemonade and all will be fun.

8 Start completely over. Strip the old, bring in the new. In fall new 

planting in California is going to need some tender loving care. 

It still may be hot and dry so check or replace irrigation systems as 

needed.

9   Lawn renovation is done at this time of the year. Many people 

are reducing their lawn size or letting them die. I think a small 

well-maintained area of turf is quite appealing and if it is kept healthy 

with de-thatching, aeration and fertilizing the water needs are not 

that great. Reduced size is the key. A good design can make a small 

oval of turf look like a grassy meadow.

10 Make a small secret place to go and forget your troubles for 

an hour. 

 Good Gardening! H+G

Jack McKinnon is a garden coach and worked at the  
Sunset Magazine gardens for 12 years. He can be reached  

at 650-455-0687 or by email at Jack@jackthegardencoach.com 
 or check out his website at Jackthegardencoach.com

Just in time for planting fall crops, Scott Haber is building these front-yard vegetable 
beds. Photo by Michelle Le.

A little cleanup goes a 
long way
CLEARING GARDEN CLUTTER WILL  
SOOTHE THE SOUL

by Jack McKinnon

P R O  T I P S

Jack McKinnon
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1200 Industrial Road #6 
San Carlos, CA 94070

(650) 594-1183 
(650) 413-1660 

FAX (650) 594-9912

Contact Artistic Garage Doors, 
Inc. for a door to suit your style. 

Specifications such as wood 
type, milling, and windows are 

incorporated into the door design. 
Our doors are “attention getters” 
that bring fans from all around the 
neighborhood. The outcome and 

service are of the utmost importance. 
We are eager to assist you.

Lic# 717735 
www.artisticgarage.com 

email: artisticgarage@msn.com

MARK BRAND ARCHITECTURE AND CHRISTOPHER STARK PHOTOGRAPHY

•  Wholesalve decorative 
fabrics and upholstery 
services

•  Family owned business 
for 30 years in the same 
location

•  No job too small!
•  Free local pick up and 

delivery
•  Located on the same 

street as Stanford Medical

650-364-0777   •   874 & 878 DOUGLAS AVENUE, REDWOOD CITY
InteriorDecoratorsUpholstery.net   •   Monday - Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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—THE LAU HOME, DUVENECK/ST. FRANCIS NEIGHBORHOOD

The Home Efficiency Genie is a full-service program that 
helped us identify home improvements we can do to make 
our home more efficient, comfortable and safe. Everyone can 
benefit from this program because it’s customized to 
meet the unique characteristics of your home.

FREE phone-based utility bill analysis and energy advice.

Professional energy and water assessments

Customized energy reports

Palo Alto residents are eligible to receive this comprehensive 
assessment retailing at over $1,500 for only $149!

Over 100 satisfied Palo Alto residents!

Visit EFFICIENCYGENIE.COM or call  
(650) 713-3411 to speak with an energy advisor
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Gardeners from ezhome show up ready to work, having access to a task list sent in advance by the homeowners they serve. Photo by Veronica Weber.

Most homeowners looking for gardening service probably 

just ask their neighbors for a recommendation, since this 

generally “old school” task doesn’t conjure up apps and smart 

phones.

ezhome, all lower case, a startup gardening service based in 

Palo Alto, wants to change that.

Founders Spiros Xanthos and Odysseas Tsatalos observed 

that home services have always been very fragmented, with 

many service providers operating with no coordination and 

low efficiency.

“It can be very time intensive and frustrating for a home 

owner to coordinate separate home services from different 

vendors. Gardening services have typically been associated 

with poor communication, unreliable service, poor quality and 

antiquated payment methods,” said company spokeswoman 

Kathryn Rutti. “We saw this as an opportunity to create a 

one-stop shop for all home service needs. Our goal is to make 

home maintenance easy, efficient and reliable.”

Xanthos and Tsatalos are both Greek computer scientists 

and entrepreneurs. Xanthos was the CEO and co-founder of 

Pattern Insight, a computer bug-detection firm, which was 

acquired by VM Ware. Tsatalos was the CTO and co-founder 

of oDesk (Upwork), an online freelancing platform, Intacct, 

and Broadquest.

For routine yard maintenance, gardeners visit clients on a 

weekly or biweekly basis. Customers can manage their service 

online or through an iPhone app where they can add tasks for 

their gardeners, provide feedback, take photos of things they 

want done, and review reports of their service. The company 

has a full customer-service team and, customers can commu-

nicate via email or text, or if they prefer, by telephone.

Prices start at $24/week minimum. Prices go up from 

there depending on the size of the yard, and which plan 

Beyond the truck  
and mower
PALO ALTO-BASED GARDENING SERVICE 
USES AN APP AND THE WEB TO 
PERSONALIZE YARD WORK

by Elizabeth Lorenz

(continued on page 18)

T E C H  L I F E
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they choose. “We’re able to keep our costs down because we’re 

incredibly efficient,” Rutti said. “All of the homes in a gardener’s 

route are very close together, so one gardener will likely service 

multiple homes in the same neighborhood. This keeps drive 

time down and increases productivity. The gardening tasks for 

each customer are also updated and listed in our gardener app, so 

when our crew arrives, they review the tasks for that day and can 

execute immediately.”

Each visit varies, depending on the state of 

the yard, which plan and frequency the cus-

tomer has chosen (weekly vs biweekly, basic 

vs full) as well as the size of the property. 

The average visit is about 45 minutes. Most 

customers pay about $34 per visit for biweekly 

service and $25 per visit for weekly service.

“All of our gardeners are employees of 

ezhome and have guaranteed pay and full 

benefits,” Rutti said. “This helps ensure consistent quality and 

builds trust with our customers.”

While the company does not do full-f ledged landscaping, it 

offers much more than just garden maintenance. “We offer over 

20 home services, projects, and Smart products to our customers 

within our ezhome store, at below-market rates.”

 “We’re continually expanding our offerings. Home services 

include exterior painting, roof repair, tree removal, carpet clean-

ing and more,” Rutti said. “We also offer seasonal services like 

gutter cleaning and lawn aeration to our customers. During the 

holidays, we will even offer Christmas tree delivery and light 

hanging.”

Started in early 2015, the company has about 100 clients in 

Palo Alto, 68 in Menlo Park, as well as clients from Morgan Hill 

to San Mateo, and in the East Bay as far as Walnut Creek. It has 

plans to expand to Sacramento soon.

 “We are growing rapidly and currently 

have more than 60 gardeners, each with 

their own van. Each gardener has the same 

route week to week and many build great 

relationships with their customers. We’re 

still able to maintain that personal feel while 

being more efficient and creating a better 

customer experience.”

Rutti clarified that the company is not 

an “on-demand” gardening service like Uber is an on-demand 

car service. Customers, she said, have a reliable and regular 

gardening schedule set from the start. Their first step is to go to 

ezhome.com or to download the ezhome app from the App Store.

“I’d consider ezhome more like the “Costco” of home ser-

vices. We offer high quality home services at very competitive 

prices.” H+G

(continued from page 17)

VOTED  #1 IN SERVICE, QUALITY & VALUE SINCE 1999 
END OF SEASON SALE ON NOW  50% OFF    

 

1445 Veterans Blvd ,    
Redwood City , CA

  Open Daily – -           
        650-366-0411          www.TomsOutdoorFurniture.com

OVER 20 COLORS  

T E C H  L I F E

‘Our goal is to make 
home maintenance easy, 

efficient and reliable.’
—Kathryn Rutti,  

ezhome spokeswoman
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Forward and backward 
at the same time
REMODELED COTTAGE GAINS MODERN 
TOUCHES WHILE KEEPING ITS HISTORY

story by Carol Blitzer  |  photos by Veronica Weber

Updating and backdating. That’s how Lisa Krieger 

describes what she did to her rundown Palo Alto 

cottage — adding on and fixing mistakes made over the 

years.

As a single mom with a school-age daughter, Krieger 

was anxious to find a place to rent in Palo Alto in 2002. 

The two-bedroom, one-bath house on the edge of 

Crescent Park met all her criteria.

(continued on next page)
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Above: To keep the kitchen small-scale, Krieger chose a one-drawer Fisher and Paykel dishwasher and a narrow Liebherr refrigerator/freezer. She didn’t 
want to give up the limited storage so chose narrow appliances as well as declining a hanging exhaust fan in front of her cherrywood bar, opting instead 
for a pop-up exhaust behind her Bosch cooktop. Below: The dining area features a table and chairs from Virginia. Left: From her carved rocker from 
Kentucky to her dining chairs from the mountains of Virginia, Krieger finds the updated cottage “a joyful place to wake up in the morning.”

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

“I just loved it,” she says.

Five years later, when the absentee landlord told her 

she’d have to be out in a month because he was putting 

the house on the market, she offered to buy it immediately.

Krieger describes the place as “a beat-up rental. ... The 

linoleum on the kitchen f loor was terrible, (with) old 1970s 

fixtures, beat to hell, worn and yellow.” But she loved 

the 1924 details, including the picture-rail moldings and 

double-hung windows.

And she loved the history she sensed within the walls. 

She discovered that it was built for $4,900, and the first 

person to live there was a telephone lineman. He and his 

wife raised three children in the less-than-900-square-

foot space.

“I love the house and wanted to honor its ... working-

class roots, what Palo Alto was before it was this upscale, 

tech-focused community. I wanted to keep it a cottage,” 

she said.

The challenge, she said, was how to update and backdate 

at the same time. Crummy linoleum covered much of the 

original oak hardwood.

(continued on page 24)

(continued from previous page)
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Double French doors now lead outdoors to a new wooden deck, which Krieger loves to use for entertaining.

“A lot of the hardwood was not savable. It was pretty trashed. 

... There was this aluminum sink from Home Depot, with 

hot and cold switched. It leaked. Everything was just cheap. 

Windows had been painted shut. They just did enough to rent 

it out,” she said.

Krieger credits designer Kristen Harrison, 

who had done a recent project on her block, with 

bringing “that historic and artistic sensibility” to 

her project.

Seeking to replicate what was original at the 

front of the house in the addition at the back 

was a challenge.

“How do you replicate what had been, when a 

lot of the stuff isn’t available anymore?” she said. 

And how could she best use the additional square footage and 

complete the project on a limited budget?

Ultimately, she added a master bedroom, walk-in closet and 

bathroom, along with an office alcove and washer/dryer closet 

in phase one, then a new kitchen in phase two, completed over a 

one-year period. The remodel included new wiring and plumb-

ing, as well as slate covering the red-painted concrete front 

porch and a new slate walkway.

Today her new master bedroom features five large double-hung 

(and double-paned) windows, offering her a daily view of her 

backyard. A little window above the bed brings cross-ventilation. 

Those windows were expensive and took a long time to get, she 

says, but were well worth it to her. In addition to the “massive 

amount of light,” her new bedroom is now well insulated.

Krieger describes her contractor, Robert 

Lancer Construction, as “very old-school, with 

a real attention to detail” with the ability to 

copy the picture-rail and window moldings 

from the front of the house. He could also 

match the new narrow oak f loorboards with the 

originals that were revealed when the linoleum 

was removed. And he was able to create a new 

niche and move the old built-in ironing board.

The new bathroom reflects Krieger’s passion 

for the outdoors. Above the shower is a row of Echeguren brand 

slate tiles, imprinted with plant fossils; these are cut into smaller 

squares on the shower f loor and in the shampoo-bottle inset, 

contrasting with white subway tiles.

Light filters in from the skylight above the shower and 

through the clear Starphire shower door from Franciscan Glass.

(continued from page 23)

(continued on page 26)

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

“I needed cabinet 
space more than a 
large dishwasher.”

—Lisa Krieger
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MICHAEL DREYFUS  RECENT LISTINGS AND SALES

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. 

NOELLE QUEEN, Sales Associate
650.427.9211  |  noelle.queen@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01917593

ASHLEY BANKS, Sales Associate
650.544.8968  |  ashley.banks@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01913361

MICHAEL DREYFUS 
Broker

650.485.3476
michael.dreyfus@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01121795

393 ATHERTON AVE, ATHERTON
Offered at $8,500,000

SILICON VALLEY ESTATE
Offered at $88,000,000

1115 RAMONA ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,995,000

1145 LINCOLN AVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,349,000

847 WEBSTER ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,998,000

5 PHILLIPS RD, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,300,000

1320 WEBSTER ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,750,000

644 SENECA ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $8,000,000

1789 HOPKINS AVE, REDWOOD CITY
Offered at $2,450,000

1404 HARKER AVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,195,000

1012 HIGH ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,495,000

260 COLERIDGE AVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $11,000,000

ACTIVEACTIVE

ACTIVEACTIVE

ACTIVE

SOLD SOLD

SOLDSALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

SOLD

SOLD
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A strip of Bradbury & Bradbury wallpaper (Thornberry 

pattern) dictated the color scheme, including the rust-

colored limestone countertop.

“If I could have a shower outdoors, I would have. This is 

the closest thing to showering outdoors,” Krieger says. “The 

concept was to keep it rustic, outdoorsy, cottage-y.”

Double French doors now lead outdoors to a new wooden 

deck, which Krieger says is great for entertaining.

As a journalist, Krieger often writes at home. Today her 

desk sits in a corner alcove, with windows on two sides 

overlooking her yard — and the bird feeder, where she can 

observe the Pine Siskins as she works.

In her old bedroom, which now doubles as a TV room/

library, the original Douglas fir f loorboards were refinished.

Krieger, who describes herself as a non-cook, says, “I 

mostly wanted (the kitchen) to be beautiful to look at. That 

was the priority.”

And, she wanted it to be a place to entertain while keep-

ing it on a small scale. So, she chose a one-drawer Fisher 

& Paykel dishwasher and an exceptionally narrow Liebherr 

refrigerator/freezer. “I needed cabinet space more than a 

large dishwasher (or refrigerator),” she says, noting that she 

would have given up a lot of storage to put in a standard-

sized refrigerator.

She also declined a hanging exhaust fan in front of her 

cherry wood bar, instead opting for a pop-up exhaust 

behind her Bosch cooktop.

A Shaws farmer’s sink is surrounded by a countertop 

made of Mt. Carmel honed limestone. “I wanted critters 

in it. I wanted it to be alive, ref lect the outdoors,” she says.

One challenge was finding new glass doorknobs to match 

the old. She found them at House of Antique Hardware in 

Portland, Ore. Lighting came mostly from Rejuvenation. 

To cut down on clutter, she chose recessed can lighting in 

the kitchen ceiling.

At the last minute, Krieger decided to add speakers to the 

kitchen wall, which now project sound into the living room.

“You want speakers in the wall because the base is better 

than in the ceiling,” she adds.

Krieger has created a home that meets her needs and pro-

vides a perfect background for her family furniture pieces 

from Kentucky, which date back to the 1800s. She even has 

a piece of framed stitchery from 1824, along with artwork 

done by her grandfather and uncle.

From her carved rocker from Kentucky, or her dining-

room chairs from the mountains of Virginia, she finds the 

updated cottage “a joyful place to wake up in the morning. 

... (I’d) do it again in a second,” she says. H+G

Freelance writer Carol Blitzer can be  
emailed at cblitzer@sbcglobal.net.

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

RESOURCES
Appliances: University Electric, Santa Clara, 888-316-6736,  
www.universityelectric.com

Design/Build: Kristen Harrison, Harrison Design, Menlo Park,  
650-854-2606, kah@hdstud.com

Building contractor: Robert Lancer Construction, Redwood City,  
650-363-0851 

Hardware: House of Antique Hardware, Portland, Oregon,  
www.houseofantiquehardware.com

Tile: Motawi Tileworks, Ann Arbor, Michigan, www.motawi.com

Goal of project: Add master bedroom and bath, office, remodel kitchen

Year house built: 1924

Size of home, lot: Began as 900-sq. ft, 2-bedroom, 1 bath; added 360 
sq. ft. to create 3 bedrooms, 2 baths on 1/8-acre lot

Time to complete: About one year, in two phases

Budget: Under $180,000
The new bathroom reflects Krieger’s passion for the outdoors. A strip 
of Bradbury & Bradbury wallpaper (up high) in Thornberry pattern 
dictated the color scheme, including the rust-colored limestone 
countertop.

(continued from page 24)
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Call for FREE Design Consultation
650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com

Scan
for Yelp
Reviews

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic.#931740

www.facebook.com/closetfactory 
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

My Closet. 
My Home. My Style.  
My Budget. My Life.
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H A N D Y  H A R D W A R E

How often have you thought about your front yard and 

how it appears at the end of the day? Most people 

look at their yards during the day, pulling egregious weeds 

and mowing lawns, but what about your yard’s aesthetic at 

night? Putting lights in your front yard isn’t exactly a new 

idea, but it can add a brand-new sense of identity to a home 

once the sun goes down. 

Menlo Park Hardware on Santa Cruz Avenue has a 

simple collection of front yard lights that are almost all 

solar powered. Vasile Oros, a staff member at the store, 

says, “solar is best” adding that these lights are environ-

mentally friendly and require no charge in order to illumi-

nate a walkway or porch all through the night. However, 

performance may vary.

“Most of them perform the same function, but if you 

pay a little more, you can expect more power and perfor-

mance.”

Another store that offers an interesting alternative to 

the more straightforward selection you’ll find at most 

hardware stores is Ladera Garden and Gifts in Portola 

Valley. The lights featured here are less like the small 

lights commonly found in the average hardware store. 

These lights are more like blocks with the light inside of 

it, and they sport what seems to be a marble exterior. They 

also need a power source to run, as opposed to batteries or 

the sun. These offer a rustic and subtle aesthetic, almost 

lantern-like, perfect for homes in areas with more dim city 

(continued on page 31)

LED lights are more costly, but last longer and use very little energy. Photo by Photospin.

Lighting the way
FRONT YARD LIGHTS CAN GIVE YOUR 
HOME A NEW EVENING IDENTITY

by Patrick Condon
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Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Serving the Bay Area Since 1998. 

Yes, We Offer  
FREE in-house  
INSPECTIONS  

and ESTIMATES.
Entry Doors

Interior Doors
Windows Moulding

Door Hardware

Visit: PremierDoorServices.Biz
State Contractor Lic # 790327

394 State St 
Los Altos

650-559-8281

5853 Winfield Blvd 
San Jose

408-281-3219

11155 Lena Ave, Gilroy • 408.846.4555  
www.garden-accents.net

Everything for your GARDEN and more
— FRESH Local Sod Daily — 

602 Palm Ave, Morgan Hill 
408.463.0500  

www.grassfarm.com

504 Sq. Ft.  picked up!
Only $280

Enjoy the Benefits  
of Natural Sod
• Creates oxygen 
• Fire barrier 
• Filters water 
• Cools temperature
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For more information, visit
www.cityofpaloalto.org/hazwaste
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910

•

Hours
• Every Saturday

9am – 11am

 First Friday of the month
3pm – 5pm

Limitations

Drop It Off At The HHW Station

what to do with
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)?

HHW Station Location
Regional Water Quality Control Plant
2501 Embarcadero Way
Palo Alto, CA 94303

Visit Our Reuse Cabinets
Residents can pick up usable household 
products such as paints, cleaners and 
unused motor oil. 

The Reuse Cabinets are located inside the 
HHW Station and are only open during HHW 
Station hours.  

W   NDER

• 15 gallons or 125 pounds of
HHW per visit (in no larger than
5 gallon containers)

• Must be a Palo Alto resident
(driver’s license or vehicle
registration)
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Lynn North
President’s Club

 DIRECT 650.209.1562
CELL 650.703.6437  

lnorth@apr.com 
www.LynnNorth.com

BRE# 01490039

4th Generation Resident

Serving the communities of Los Altos, Mountain View, 

Sunnyvale and Cupertino

LYNN

NORTH

I am personally committed to your success  
in selling or finding your dream home.

RESULTS: Sold the last 25 homes in an average of 9 days,  
and all for over the asking price!

S

4th Generation Resident

H A N D Y  H A R D WA R E

lights or street lights. 

“They usually come in three different sizes,” said Ladera 

sales associate Steve Pinelli, adding that they look great 

beside a walkway or bench.

Hassett Hardware on Alma Street in Palo Alto offers a 

wide selection of yard lights and a knowledgeable staff to 

help with purchases. Robert Taylor, an employee at the 

store, explained that the store primarily stocks lights made 

by the Living Accents company, and that customers are 

usually very happy with the result. He also said that solar 

lights are by far the most popular, but that the store’s selec-

tion of LED lights are going to be the next big trend in yard 

lighting.

“LED will become bestsellers... people are gradually con-

verting”, Taylor said. While the price may seem a little steep 

for LED lights, they are extremely energy-efficient and 

longer lasting. Hassett Hardware is happy to explain their 

benefits to customers, as well as go over the more common 

lights that are simply solar powered.

A lighted pathway or porch, while certainly easy on the 

eyes, also provides safety for visitors, as well as a sense of 

calm and tranquility. H+G

Editorial intern Patrick Condon can be emailed at  
pcondon@embarcaderomedia.com

(continued from page 28)

Solar-powered outdoor lights can be easily obtained and provide an energy-
efficient option. Photo by Photospin.
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Landscape Design for only $ 5

PROFESSIONAL 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Help make your lawn conversion a reality. 
Apply today for Conserve-A-Scape, the city’s 
premier landscape design assistance program. 
Receive an in-person consultation with a 
landscape architect and personalized landscape 
design including plant palette, hardscape plan 
and construction details.

Before

TO QUALIFY 
• Must be a Menlo Park Municipal Water District

customer
• Must be a participant in the City’s Lawn Be Gone

Program (rebates of up to $2 per sq. ft. of lawn
converted)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/conserve-a-scape
• Call 650-330-6720
• Email recycle@menlopark.org

After

One year later
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For master gardeners in Santa Clara County, fall doesn’t just 

mean leaves and pumpkins. It means feverishly planting seeds 

and potting flowers. The gardeners who are part of the “orna-

mentals” team work in their demonstration gardens to show off 

the varieties that f lourish locally, especially in the winter months. 

They know this thanks to many years of trial, error and many, 

many blooms, said Nella Henninger, a Santa Clara County Master 

Gardener. 

The Master Gardeners do this in preparation for their Fall 

Garden Market, but local gardeners should also start planting 

f lowers now to add some color to their winter landscape. 

Juan Navarro, who has owned Ladera Garden and Gifts in 

Portola Valley for 36 years, agrees, urging people to plant from 

August to October. He has found that buying plants that are 

already started is the easiest way to go. If gardeners want to start 

from seed, he says, they will need to start sooner rather than later. 

“The roots need to get going before its really cold,” he says. “Get 

the plants ready to survive the winter.”

Between their years of experience, the experts suggest these 12 

winter-blooming plants. 

1. Agrostemma: These pink, purple and white daisy-like f low-

ers bloom early, from late February to May. The prolific blooms 

make for great cut f lowers, Henninger said. 

2. Clarkia: This California native grows up in spikes of mixed 

colors during its growing season. Plus, it’s a great cut flower that 

gardeners can display in their home.

3. Cyclamen: While most cool-weather f lowers prefer full sun, 

gardeners can plant this f lower in the shade, Navarro said. 

4. Flowering Kale: Despite the name, this plant is better used 

for ornamental purposes or as a garnish. Flowering cabbage is 

another similar option.

5. Iceland Poppies: These poppies seek full sun, Navarro said. 

6. Larkspur: Long spikes of blue, purple, pink and white can 

be expected all winter from this plant, Henninger said. It’s also a 

California native.

7. Linaria: This plant is a good cut f lower and offers bright 

colors to the landscape, including white, yellow, purple, pink and 

blue.

8. Pansies: To head into the winter with some color, add some of 

Floral fiesta
ADD COLOR TO THE WINTER LANDSCAPE

story by Brenna Malmberg  |  photos by Michelle Le

Above: Violas make a colorful addition to a winter yard, blooming as early as August. Below: Snapdragons, which start blooming in March, are 
recommended by master gardener Nella Henninger.

F L O W E R  F A C T S

(continued on page 34)
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these to the mix. They can start blooming as early as August, 

Navarro said. 

9. Primroses: In places with a mix of sunlight, these plants 

might be an option as they can bloom with half sun, half 

shade.

10. Snapdragons: The Chantilly variety blooms from March 

into the summer months, offering pastel spikes of yellow-

orange and white, Henninger said. 

11: Sweet Peas: The Santa Clara Master Gardeners grow 

eight varieties of this fragrant plant, which means gardeners 

have lots of options. 

12: Violas: Find a spot with full sun to grow these blooms 

with heart-shaped petals. 

Unless specified above, Henninger and Navarro recommend 

planting these f lowering plants in full sun. 

“The more sun they can get, the better they will grow,” 

Navarro said. 

Local gardeners can start their plants out right by adding a 

little potting mix and fertilizer to the soil during the planting 

process, he said. After that, Navarro said gardeners shouldn’t 

have to do too much work because they picked the right variety 

and the right location. 

“When the rain comes in the winter, it will beat down on the 

little f lowers,” he says. “They won’t look as good anymore, but 

all you need to do is cut off the dead f lowers.”

This process is called deadheading. Navarro says that all the 

gardener needs to do is pinch off the f lower stem. Gardeners 

can also do this as the plants fade throughout the season, he 

says, which will also make the plants last longer. Healthy 

blooms will grow back in their place, adding more color back 

into the winter landscape.

Henninger, who works at two gardens and helps with 

the Going Native Garden Tour committee, has a hard time 

picking her favorite winter f lower, but she would go with 

agrostemma and larkspur. 

“They are both spectacular and reseed readily, so once you 

have them, you hardly ever have to replant,” she says. H+G

Freelance writer Brenna Malmberg can be  
emailed at brenna@brennamedia.com.

F L O W E R  F A C T S

It’s all in the name...

Perfect Gardens
We offer a complete landscape & garden service...

 MOWING
 EDGING
 WEEDING
 TRIMMING
 SPRAYING
 PLANTING
 IRRIGATION
 FERTILIZING
 WATERFALLS
 STONE PLANTERS & WALLS
 FLAGSTONE & SLATE WALKWAYS & PATIOS

OWNER OPERATED  
OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Darryl Duttlinger is a long time resident of Portola Valley 
and takes pride in maintaining some of the most beautiful 

homes in the Bay Area!

New customer invitation...
FREE ANNUALS!

Beautiful seasonal annuals...
year round!

For all new maintenance  
accounts with this coupon

Not valid with other offers.

We offer prompt, reliable and 
honest service year round 

at affordable prices. We take 
pride in our work and strive 
to create the “Perfect Gar-

den” for every customer. We 
would like to add you to our 

happy customer list.

Please allow us to give you 
a FREE estimate!

CALL: (650) 529-1590, or 
 (650) 465-8015 

Or you can email us at:  
perfectgardens@comcast.net

FREE ANNUALS!
Beautiful seasonal annuals...

year round!
For all new maintenance 
accounts with this coupon

Not valid with other offers.

In places with a mix of sunlight and shade, primroses like these are a 
good choice as they can bloom with half sun, half shade.

(continued from page 33)
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TERRI COUTURE
TOP 1% COLDWELL BANKER

DIRECT: (650) 917-5811
TERRI.COUTURE@CBNORCAL.COM

TERRICOUTURE.COM

BRE#01090940

My clients always want to know what is happening in the real estate market.

As part of your financial team, it is my responsibility to keep you informed of the general  
and specific real estate market conditions.

I have all the current market trends, conditions and statistics. 
If it’s happening, I know about it.

Houses are selling!

95% of my business is referrals from past clients and previous clients. 
Clients trust me to help them make decisions.

Want to make the right financial decision? I will guide you to success.

Coldwell Banker#1 IN CALIFORNIA

LOS ALTOS LOS ALTOS HILLSMOUNTAIN VIEW

MENLO PARK PALO ALTOPORTOLA VALLEY

ATHERTON SUNNYVALELOS GATOS



36  |  HOME + GARDEN DESIGN

REMODEL IN TIME 
 FOR THE HOLIDAYS

2444 Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View, CA 94043    •   650.938.2000   •

Check our website for seasonal hours

Mention this ad and receive $300 off all gas inserts!

883 Santa Cruz Ave. Suite #4 | Menlo Park
Draeger’s Shopping Center | 650.391.9458 | thepicketfence.com

You’re Invited to Our
Join us for a fantastic series of 

trunk shows this fall, featuring several of 
our favorite vendors.

~ October 20th | Designers’ Guild | 4pm – 6pm ~ 
 Pillows & Bedding

~ November 12th | Addison Weeks | 11am – 4pm ~ 
 Jewelry

Dea Fine Linens | 11am – 4pm

~ November 16th | Abyss & Habidecor  | 11am – 4pm ~ 
 European Towels 

 LeBlanc + Alexandre Turpault

 Jewels of Jaipur | 10am – 5pm

ENJOY 20% OFF 
During the Show

AUTUMN
TRUNK
SHOWS

HO M E  D E C O R
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story by Avi Salem  |  photos by Veronica Weber

Tucked away from the rest of Stanford University’s main 

tourist attractions, an eccentric and whimsical garden sits 

on the far northern tip of campus. Surrounded by a grove of oak 

and eucalyptus trees, its densely tangled prickly pear plants and 

towering yucca trees stand out starkly to passersby, leaving many 

curious about how a plot of land straight out of the Sonoran des-

ert came to exist just yards away from the Stanford Mausoleum.

Unbeknownst to many students and visitors, the Arizona 

Cactus Garden is one of Stanford’s oldest living attractions, 

with roots reaching back to the late 1800s. Boasting over 17,000 

square feet of green space, the quadrilaterally symmetrical and 

American West-inspired garden was designed by acclaimed 

landscape gardener Rudolph Ulrich between 1881 and 1883. 

The Arizona Garden was an unusual sight even by the stan-

dards of its time in the Gilded Age, a period that was marked 

by ostentatious wealth. In its heyday, it included thousands of 

The secret garden
VOLUNTEERS BRING LIFE BACK TO 
STANFORD’S NEGLECTED ARIZONA CACTUS 
PLANTATION

Above: Forgotten in the building boom after World War II, the cactus garden’s towering yucca trees and tiny succulents have been restored, bringing the 
garden’s stark beauty back for visitors to take refuge in. Below: Delicate cactus flowers attract hummingbirds. 

(continued on page 38)

S I G H T S  O F  I N S P I R A T I O N
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varieties of cacti and succulents that rarely, if ever, grew naturally 

in the Bay Area.

“Stanford was always interested in horticulture and agriculture, 

but nobody had ever seen anything like this,” said Julie Cain, 

a historian at Stanford’s Heritage Services who led the effort 

to restore the Arizona Garden in the late 1990s. “This was the 

accepted norm at the time, this is what you (would) do — you got 

it, you flaunt it.”

Even when the Stanford family redirected their efforts to 

building a university in honor of their late son, the Arizona 

Cactus Garden became a vital part of campus life, serving as a 

classroom for many art and botany classes and even as a “makeout 

spot” for students who wanted a secluded place to kiss, Cain 

explained. After World War II, however, it fell into a state of 

disrepair as the campus expanded, leaving the garden neglected 

for over half a century.

“Before World War II, it was very much featured, people 

referred to it in the Stanford Daily and it was a part of campus 

life,” Cain said. “After the war, campus life changed and the 

growth and focus of campus was so much in the opposite direc-

tion that people didn’t need to come here.”

The garden was mostly forgotten until 1997, when by chance 

an opportunity to lead restoration efforts fell into Cain’s lap 

as her full-time job on campus as a librarian was ending. As a 

historian, Cain was intrigued by the idea of learning about and 

restoring the garden, even though she had no formal background 

in landscaping or horticulture, she explained.

Keeping the garden’s former reputation as a Victorian-inspired 

status garden in mind, Christy Smith, the garden’s current 

coordinator, began researching and planning for a restoration 

that would bring back the sense of awe and curiosity the garden 

once invoked.

“This garden was meant to be a showpiece,” Smith said. “It wasn’t 

a botanical garden, or planted in a way where all the plant families 

were put together. It wasn’t about walking through and learning 

about the plants, it was about truly experiencing the garden.”

With support from the San Francisco Succulent Society and a 

host of dedicated volunteers, Cain and Smith have not only been 

able to transform the garden back to its original state, but have 

expanded it to include a number of rare and unusual flora such as a 

floss-silk tree, spiral aloe and century plants. Since a majority of the 

plants have been donated and they don’t always know what they’ll 

get, Smith and Cain have maintained cohesion through an “A-B-

C-D” method of planting, where the “A” plant is the largest speci-

men and the “D” plant is ground covering. “This gives continuity 

without having to have the same plants in every bed,” Cain said.

In many ways, the Arizona Cactus Garden’s restoration is still a 

work in progress. In the 18 years since Cain and Smith first started 

on the project, over 5,000 varieties of cactus, succulents, ice plants 

and other rare and unusual specimens now grow abundantly in the 

58 stone-lined garden beds, including a dozen or so original species 

from the 1880s. For both Smith and Cain, maintaining the legacy 

and elegance of the garden for years to come is the ultimate goal.

“I hope that the garden will be here 100 years after we’re gone, 

and that nobody says we need a parking lot more than we need 

this garden,” Cain said, as Smith added, “That would be both of 

our worst nightmares.”

An appreciation for gardening and a passion for history is what 

initially attracted Cain and Smith to the project and continues to 

be the driving force behind their efforts to keep it maintained and 

at the forefront of Stanford’s history. But Cain and Smith agreed 

that their efforts wouldn’t have been possible without the help of so 

many dedicated volunteers, and in many ways, without each other.

“For both of us, this has been a labor of love,” Cain said, 

nodding towards Smith. “We’re both so passionate about the 

garden.” H+G

Avi Salem is a former Palo Alto Weekly editorial intern.

(continued from page 37)

S I G H T S  O F  I N S P I R A T I O N

Above: A honeybee gathers pollen from a flowering Opuntia cactus.  
Below: A colorful flowering Opuntia cactus.
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Art For The Floor

Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.
650.327.5040  |  STEPHENMILLERGALLERY.COM  |  MENLO PARK
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MASONRY SHOWROOM

2490 Charleston Road 

Mountain View, CA 94043

(877) 282-0522

www.pbm1923.com

Yard Locations:

Redwood City 

Sunnyvale 

San Martin 

Livermore

Real Used Brick Fireplace

Your Local Source 

for Landscape Stone, 

Patio Paving, 

House Cladding 

and more...

Full Range Bluestone Patio Pacific Ashlar Stone Cladding


