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the woodland
Father and son use design 
to bring architecture to life

Evoking Iberia
Palo Alto landscape  
recalls Spanish courts

Local man’s app  
rates homes

Homes’ exteriors can be  
judged for future inspiration



CA Contractors Lic. # 820697 

Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

CLEAN POWER FROM THE SUN

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.
2557 Wyandotte Street 
Mountain View, CA 94043

T  650-938-9574
F  650-938-9573
cobaltpower.com

Make your own power from the sun and save!
At Cobalt Power, we take pride in creating satisfied customers. We have
installed over 1,000 high quality solar systems throughout Silicon Valley,
and are getting new referrals from our customers every day.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can
save by going solar.
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Slender walls and glass allow this Portola Valley home to live 
among the oaks. Photo by Steve Goldband
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While the clients were counting the 41 oaks on the property, the architects, father and son Stan and Jess Field, were quickly sketching ideas on tracing paper, 
drawing tall slender walls with horizontal cantilevered rooflines that echoed the shapes of the trees.

The three-acre Portola Valley site with scattered clusters of 

ancient oaks resonated with both the client and the architects.

While the clients were counting the oaks — there were 41 of 

them — the architects, father and son Stan and Jess Field, were 

quickly sketching ideas on tracing paper, drawing tall slender walls 

with horizontal cantilevered rooflines that echoed the shapes of the 

trees.

“It was a very pure site, in nature, nothing had been disturbed. 

... We took the idea that the oaks had invited us in to join them. 

It was an amazing idea; everything was tuned into that. All design 

decisions were filtered through that value system,” Stan Field said.

Jess Field described the clients as being in a phase of life where 

they were more concerned with downsizing the house and upsizing 

the land, as they contemplated moving from downtown Palo Alto 

to the hills of Portola Valley.

“We heard them say they wanted the living spaces in the house 

to be connected to the land,” Jess added, describing how the plan 

would be inspired more by a fingered glove than a mitten, increas-

ing the surfaces of the house that would directly connect with the 

outdoors.

Rather than a modern box, 41 Oaks consists of smaller, more 

intimate pavilions. From the parking area, one is guided by low walls 

to the front door, which is surrounded by glass. Standing on the 

doorstep, one can look through the house to view San Francisco Bay.

Every room in the 3,000-square-foot home makes that connec-

tion to the oak woodland outdoors. At either end of the house are 

walls of operable windows.

“We started to get excited that the volume of the house could drift 

apart and form smaller, more intimate pavilions, with more con-

nectivity to outside, be smaller and push out and be nimble enough 

Connecting to the land
FATHER-SON ARCHITECT PARTNERSHIP  
CREATE HOME THAT BLENDS WITH NATURE

by Carol Blitzer | photos by Steve Goldband

H O M E  D E S I G N
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Every room in the 3,000-square-foot home makes the connection to the oak woodland outdoors. At either end of the house are walls of operable windows. 
“We started to get excited that the volume of the house could drift apart and form smaller, more intimate pavilions, with more connectivity to outside … and be 
nimble enough to tuck into spaces between clusters of mature oaks,” Jess said.

H O M E  D E S I G N

to tuck into spaces between clusters of mature oaks,” Jess added.

Spaces push out from the living room to create an outdoor living 

and dining area.

“Glass goes seamlessly to the ceiling, no window coverings. And 

the roof planes also change,” Jess said.

“We allowed the architecture to welcome the 

trees, and the trees to welcome the architecture,” 

Stan added.

Jess pointed out that the concrete walls are ther-

mally massive and oriented to capture heat from 

the sun in winter, becoming natural radiators. Each 

“pavilion” is oriented toward the prevailing winds, 

offering natural ventilation.

“We achieve a very comfortable temperature year 

around,” he said, but the owners do have a small 

backup system for extreme temperature shifts. “To date, I don’t 

know if they used it,” he added.

Stan, 73, and Jess, 40, clearly speak the same architectural language. 

Stan grew up in South Africa and spent 10 years in Israel before 

coming to the U.S. to study at University of Pennsylvania under famed 

architect Louis Kahn.

 Jess was born in South Africa, spent his early years in Israel, but 

graduated from Gunn High School in Palo Alto. He went on to 

study drawing at UC Santa Barbara and to earn a 

master’s degree in architecture at UC Berkeley (as 

well as the Eisner Award for creative talent). After 

a brief period working with architect Teddy Cruz 

in San Diego, he joined his father at what was then 

Stan Field Associates, then Field Architecture, most 

recently simply Field. They just celebrated their 10th 

anniversary in their architectural partnership.

Both Stan and Jess are passionate about nature, 

with Stan noting that in South Africa, “Nature was 

my classroom. The natural world was so close and 

accessible, it became part of growing up,” he said.

“My coming to this is from a longer period, having sort of 

(continued on page 8)

‘We took the idea 
that the oaks had 

invited us in to 
join them.’

—Architect Stan Field
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A Design Company Specializing in  
Kitchen & Bath and Complete Remodels

Meyer Appliances

MEYER APPLIANCES KITCHENS & BATHS
Family Owned Since 1946

861 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040
650-968-7866 • kitchen bymeyer.com

Slate’s matte finish hides fingerprints, holds magnets and 
goes with just about anything. It’s an easy way to make 
your kitchen stand out for all the right reasons.
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Meyer Appliances
A Design Company Specializing in  

Kitchen & Bath and Complete Remodels

MEYER APPLIANCES 
KITCHENS & BATHS
Family Owned Since 1946

861 E. El Camino
Mt. View, CA 94040

650-968-7866

kitchen bymeyer.com
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internalized it. Jess — technology comes very easy to him. He 

understands the mechanics and is able to bring that dimension 

and fine-tune it,” he added.

They both draw on paper rather than on a computer.

“As a child, I thought if I could draw an animal, I could know 

it. Today I still use that. ... I grew up with drawing as a second 

language. That’s something I have rekindled with my two daugh-

ters,” Jess said. He has recently written and illustrated a children’s 

book called “Wild” and committed to donating a portion of the 

proceeds to the Wilderness Foundation Africa.

Field (the partnership) generally takes on about six projects at a 

time, with three in the design phase and three under construction.

“We gravitate towards projects where we have a natural connec-

tion, shared values about the natural world and how they (the cli-

ents) want to live within it,” Jess said. Recent projects have taken 

them to Big Sur, Carmel, Napa, Los Altos Hills, Sebastopol and 

St. Helena. They have garnered awards from as far afield as their 

Ubuntu health and education center in Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa, a project of the Clinton Foundation.

Closer to home, Congregation Kol Emeth in Palo Alto will 

break ground on their new synagogue this spring, and they’ve also 

planned a mixed-use commercial/residential building near the 

Menlo Park train station.

In October, Stan was awarded the Birge Clark Award for 

lifetime achievement in architecture by the Santa Clara Valley 

chapter of the American Institute of Architects. In his own right, 

Jess has garnered three progressive architecture awards from 

Architect Magazine.

Although they are both energized by working on spectacular 

sites, whether in the woodlands of Portola Valley, overlooking the 

ocean in Big Sur or looking out towards Maui on the Big Island 

of Hawaii, Stan said, “We don’t have the luxury of only choosing 

these incredible sites. ... Architecture exists everywhere.”

“Great architecture has a life of its own. It has a life force, it 

wants to exist and we feel excited about this journey of making 

that happen,” Jess said.

“When we create something together, it’s so energizing to us. 

When we bring something new to the world, share in environment 

of collaboration ... It doesn’t work with any ego. We found that 

leaving the ego at the door and putting the project first has opened 

the door to incredible projects. At the end of the day, that’s what 

excites us,” Jess said.

“We structured the firm so we can have a high level of principal 

engagement, from conceptual design to the details. ... When we 

design, we design together. It’s an amazing thing that I’ve actually 

lectured about.

“We’re very aligned in our values. The things we disagree on are 

strategies for what will express the core values of each project. We 

want the best design to prevail, not the most Stan, or the most Jess. 

That’s not important. Ideas give way to the best ideas,” Jess said.

“The age of the master is pretty much over. Who are our role 

models today? We are in an amazingly fortunate situation of 

spending multigenerational time and so we can look back and look 

forward at the same time. I feel that I’ve got Jess pushing me and 

he’s got me pulling him,” Stan said. H+G

Freelance writer Carol Blitzer can be emailed  
at carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

”Glass goes seamlessly to the ceiling, no window coverings. And the roof planes 
also change,” Jess said.

(continued from page 5)

H O M E  D E S I G N
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Including the largest selection of whirlpool bathtubs  
in a single showroom anywhere in the world! 

For hours of operation,  
visit us at www.tubz.net

*Number of “hands-on/feet-in” tubz on display

FREMONT - 400* • 4796 Davenport Place, Fremont, CA 94538 • 510.770.8686
OPEN; SUN-THURS CLOSED: FRIDAY & SATURDAY • NEW: 

For hours of operation,

Giant Selection of Walk in Tubz

Come put your  
     tootsies in our

25 DIFFERENT WALK-IN TUBS

An amazing    
  collection featuring   
      more than 100  
        freestanding tubs
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Designer Brand
Furniture and Jewelry all at
Consignment Prices!

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

CAMPBELL   408.871.8890

CORTE MADERA   415.924.6691

DANVILLE   925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW  650.964.7212

SAN CARLOS   650.508.8317

16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS



WINTER 2017  |  11  

D E S I G N  I N S P I R A T I O N S

Most homeowners believe in some 

level of routine maintenance. 

Whether or not they’ve ever hired a con-

tractor to remodel or have always been a 

DIY’er, an accepted set of tasks has likely 

been deemed appropriate to self-perform. 

For example:

• Clean out the gutters before rain

•  Change the furnace filter every three 

months

• Keep the yard clean

Whichever tasks remain absent from 

this regimen are assumed appropriate for 

hired help — eventually … someday. But 

when that list of small repairs approaches 

a second page attached to your fridge, you 

begin to actively seek out external sup-

port. Where to begin? A handyman? A 

maintenance company?

You may be surprised to find how 

expensive these services (starting at $100/

hr) can be or disappointed with the poor 

quality of service and lack of comprehen-

sive construction knowledge. The natural 

next step is to become your own contrac-

tor requesting bids from painters, plumb-

ers, electricians, carpenters — now are 

you a FINISH carpenter or a ROUGH 

carpenter?

Stop right there.

Most homeowners do not have the time 

or patience for that next step. Fortunately, 

there is a company which can take on all of 

this work and provide much more. Home 

Preservation Services (HPS) was built on 

a philosophical foundation that homes 

are living, breathing structures. They 

are concerned with preserving the life of 

a home much like a general practitioner 

is concerned with preserving the life of 

an individual. The service begins with a 

260-point inspection and comprehensive 

data collection of all systems and finishes. 

They work directly with homeowners and 

builders. Home Preservation Services cre-

ated this unique home care concept in the 

Bay Area over two decades ago and will 

continue to lead the industry of Home 

Stewardship for decades to come.

HPS’s Stewardship includes: 
• Quarterly maintenance service visits

• Preventive inspections 

• 24/7 support

•  Exclusive access to premier licensed 
repair services

•  Database of key home information 
and service records

Request a free evaluation at  
www.homepreservation.com  

or call 888-844-0007

Home preservation can be a  
full-time job — for someone else

1178 Los Altos Ave., Los Altos
888.844.0007

www.homepreservation.com
LIC #782552

Sponsored by

Why Bay Area homeowners rely 
on Home Preservation Services
“Most homeowners lack the time and 

resources to correct the deterioration 
that occurs in a house due to weather, 
aging, and normal wear, and delaying 
maintenance can result in more expensive 
repairs and reduced value. However, with 
Home Preservation Service’s quarterly, 
proactive maintenance service, every 
element and system of the house is 
checked and maintained so the home 
stays in top-notch condition. “

—Dayna Shamrock
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Above, Frizzell imagined a Spanish courtyard and created it with plants, a 
grid of paths and some circles. The side gate on the left of the home leads to 
the back yard. Far right, the couple enjoyed sitting and looking at the view of 
their back yard and home. 

Evoking Iberia
PALO ALTO HOME’S LANDSCAPE KINDLES 
SPANISH COASTAL COURTYARDS

by Elizabeth Lorenz | photos by Veronica Weber

When landscape architect Julianne Adams Frizzell saw the 

formal Birge Clark home she would be working on, she 

imagined a Spanish courtyard in the front, replacing the dirt that 

used to be an expansive lawn.

The vertical juniper trees were already there, as well as some olive 

trees, and manicured boxwood.

Her clients, a couple who had lived in the home for years, agreed 

to go along with Frizzell’s vision of their Crescent Park garden.

“When I met them and saw this front yard and their desire to 

eliminate the lawn, it seemed that moving toward a Mediterranean 

or Spanish style would be appropriate,” Frizzell said, but “keeping 

with the formality.”

One problem was there were no side walkways leading from the 

driveway to the front walk, nor to a side gate on the left of the home 

leading to the back yard. 

Frizzell saw a straight grid of decomposed granite fines with large 

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N
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square sand-colored f lagstones leading horizontally from the 

driveway to the main walk, and on over to the gate.

The main walk, a three-flagstone wide path, as well as the 

lawn and some olive trees, had been installed 20 years ago. 

Frizzell preserved the main path and the olive trees, as well as the 

boxwood hedge, and planted a ground cover (Tracellospermum 

asiaticum, or Asiatic jasmine) in front of the boxwood, and a 

taller shrub (Raphaelepsis) behind it to create layers of green in a 

harmonious court-like pattern. 

“We drew on the serene and formal ideas of the courtyards of 

Andalusia, Spain in the layout of the gravel patios, the square 

cut step-stone walkways, and the new trees, shrubs, and ground 

cover. The new trees (Chinese Fringe Tree) will eventually reach 

about 20 feet in height and the ground cover will fill in to create 

solid green panels surrounding the gravel patios.”

“I purposefully have bark around the trees to emphasize the 

circles,” she said.

There were sycamore trees 

nearer to the house that needed 

to be removed because the home 

already had a drainage problem. 

Frizzell was able to preserve four 

two-story junipers by redoing the 

home’s drainage from its down-

spouts. Next to the house she 

added a row of a grasslike plant 

called Lomondra Breeze, a plant 

related to asparagus.

In the back yard, the home had 

no landscaping as a result of the 

construction of a garage and guest 

house.

The rear yard, for the most part was a “blank slate,” Frizzell 

said. “The owners wanted an informal feeling with places to sit 

and enjoy views of the sky, their own large oak tree and other 

large trees in the neighborhood, and the garden spaces.”

Frizzell went for a softer, curvier look because the couple 

wanted to spend time here enjoying the views or sitting near 

their new outdoor gas fireplace.

Frizzell created several zones. She planted an expanse of Delta 

native mow-free lawn, which is a blend of three fescue grasses. 

It comes as sod and can grow in a sort of meadow-like way, 

maintaining its green color and a tousled look.

In the far back corner opposite the addition, Frizzell had a seat 

wall built with an arbor. The seat wall is made out of similar 

stone to the f loor next to the new addition. The wooden arbor 

on the seat wall echoes the original arbor on the back patio of 

the main house.

“When we first met we walked to the corner and he (the 

husband) pointed out how pleasant the view is from this point,” 

Frizzell said.

About halfway between the house and the back seat wall, she 

designed a “dry laid” stone wall, set in a curve around the grassy 

area. The guest house was built slightly higher than the home, 

which is on a f lood plain, so Frizzell said “the wall was not only 

meant to be a piece of art, it does demarcate this higher grade 

area.”

(continued on page 15)

Frizzell went for a 
softer, curvier look 
for the rear yard 

because the couple 
wanted to spend time 

here enjoying the 
views or sitting near 
their new outdoor 

gas fireplace.

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N
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AVOID SANITARY 
SEWER BLOCKAGES

www.cityofpaloalto.org/safeutility    
(650) 329-2161

To prevent sewer backups:

What To Do With Food Scraps:

cityofpaloalto.org/compost

cityofpaloalto.org/foodscraps

cityofpaloalto.org/hazwaste

(650) 496-6995  cityofpaloalto.org/safeutility

Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG) poured down your 
sink may be costing you money, time and hassle.

Have a clogged sewer line? ALWAYS call 
us before calling a plumber! 
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The “dry laid” seat wall is made out of similar stone to the floor next to the 
new addition. The wooden arbor echoes the original arbor on the back 
patio of the main house.

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY — WE’RE LEAD SAFE CERTIFIED

ASK ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON  
DISCOUNTS

We’ve painted  
some of the most beautiful 
homes on the Peninsula.

Beautify, Protect  
and Preserve Your Most 
Important Investment

QUALITY INTERIOR AND  
EXTERIOR HOUSE PAINTING  

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

Family Owned
Since 1988

650/321-9302
License 602048    www.stanfordpainting.com

 
with Stanford University

Most of the back-yard plants are low-water and full sun toler-

ant, including dusty blue-green lavender, lantana, ceanothus and 

rosemary. A shady area along the side fence has ferns, camellias, 

viburnum and dogwood. Frizzell walked proudly to the edge of 

the gravel path, pointing out that eventually, the young small 

plants would mature, softening the abruptness of the path. “the 

plants will grow and create this wonderful lush woodland,” she 

said, as a natural bark path will take the wanderer either back to 

the circular gravel area next to the back porch or out the gate to 

the front yard. H+G

(continued from page 13)

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N

Julianne Adams Frizzell 
Landscape Architect  
(650) 325-9205 
julianneadamsfrizzell.com

Goal of project:  
For the front yard, to maintain 
its formality while introducing 
a Mediterranean flavor and 
also providing pathway access 
from the driveway and into the 

back yard. For the back yard, to 
create views for the owners to 
enjoy in a less formal setting.

Size of lot:  
Approximately 20,000 sq. ft.

Budget:  
N/A

Time to complete:  
Front yard, 3 months;  
Back yard, 3 months
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2017 DESIGN + 
REMODELING  

WORKSHOP SERIES:
YOUR BLUEPRINT FOR A
SUCCESSFUL REMODEL

The key to a successful and rewarding 
remodeling experience starts with 

education and inspiration. And did you 
know it can also be fun and collaborative?  

Sound interesting?  
Enroll in one of our workshops today!  

Call us go online to register.

Workshop location will be  
provided upon registration. 

650.230.2900
Info@harrell-remodeling.com

harrell-remodeling.com

Secrets to Designing Your Perfect Kitchen,  
Guest or Master Suite Bathroom

January 18th  Palo Alto  6:00-8:00pm 
January 25th  Los Gatos 6:00-8:00pm

Remodeling a Whole House + Additions -  
Going Up or Out or Both 

February 8th  Palo Alto  6:00-8:00pm
February 11th  Los Gatos 6:00-8:00pm

Living and Aging in Your Home -  
A Universally Designed Home

March 1st  Palo Alto  6:00-8:00pm

Trends in Design, Remodeling and Home Finishes 
March 4th  Palo Alto  6:00-8:00pm

Harrell Remodeling is a 100% Employee Owned Company
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T E C H  L I F E

One night two years ago, while walking through his neighbor-

hood with his dogs, Palo Alto resident Tim  Knight began 

thinking about creating a new app.

“We’ve been through four remodels on our own property, and 

it’s always interesting to see what new trends and products exist for 

remodeling,” Knight said. 

With real estate and home improvement being one of his main 

interests, he got to thinking about how to take this hobby further 

into the technological age while also creating an experience that can 

set itself apart from other real estate apps like Zillow. 

So he created an app he called House Safari.

“What we’re trying to do here is to crowd-source qualitative data,” 

said Knight. “. . . If you want to see where all the Eichlers are in town, 

or what are considered the most beautiful lawns, or what houses have 

terrific paint jobs but terrible driveways, there’s really nothing else in 

the world that can do that for you except for House Safari.”

This essentially means that instead of just an app based around 

measurable data, House Safari deals more with detailed descrip-

tions and specific information that uses words rather than numbers. 

The user-base of the app is responsible for building most of its 

content. The app gives users the options to not only rate houses, but 

also to judge the various aspects of a home including features like 

driveways, fences and windows. 

“We are the only app that allows people to express what they have 

to say about a given house, much in the same way that a person 

can use Yelp to express their feelings about a particular restaurant,” 

explained Knight.

The idea is for users to open the app when walking through a 

neighborhood or locale of particular interest, and then rating the 

home and its features. House Safari uses the Google Maps system 

for its interface, giving the user the option to toggle between the 

general map view, satellite images and Google’s “streetview.” 

To some, it might seem harsh to post comments judging people’s 

front yards. But Knight sees it differently. He hopes the comments 

would inspire homeowners to improve their curb appeal.

In order to comprise a sample size of homes, Knight focused on 

the cities of Palo Alto, Berkeley, Seattle, Dallas and Boston. 

“I hired some people to use (Google) Streetview house by house 

and load information onto the app,” Knight said. 

Now that there are the aforementioned large cit-

ies loaded onto the app with each house available 

for ratings, Knight is hoping that positive word of 

mouth will help introduce more and more people to 

the app. With the various immersive features such 

as being able to track one’s steps in a house search of 

a specific neighborhood (designed for those looking 

to buy a home) as well as a “Pokemon GO”-style 

add-on that turns the experience into an almost-

literal safari, with various digital animals popping 

up on the screen during one’s walk, it is clear that 

Knight has made a multi-layered app that users 

should want to revisit. 

“It is dependent on people using it... I want people 

to roam around and explore their neighborhoods, 

said Knight.

He explained that he is confident that the 

app will be able to find success because in gen-

eral, and no matter what the form, “people like to 

express themselves.” If interested in the app, go to 

housesafari.com. H+G

Editorial Intern Patrick Condon  
can be reached at pcondon@paweekly.com.

House Safari hunts  
for more users
PALO ALTO NATIVE LAUNCHES  
REAL ESTATE APP

by Patrick Condon

The user-base of the app is responsible for building most of its content, says 
founder Tim Knight. Photo by Veronica Weber 

Courtesy of Tim KnightC f T K h
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dreyfussir.com
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Each office is independently owned and operated.

COMMUNITIES  W E SERV E
Palo Alto  ·  Menlo Park  ·  Atherton  ·  Redwood City  ·  Woodside

Half Moon Bay  ·  Portola Valley  ·  Los Altos  ·  Los Altos Hills  
and other Silicon Valley cities

LOC A LLY ENG AGED,  GLOBA LLY CONNEC TED
65 Countries  ·  850 Offices  ·  18,000 Agents

Helping you fall in love with 

distinctive homes and gardens 

throughout the Peninsula.
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Does your home or office have sticky notes taped all over the 

place?! I am a busy mom of two and I find sticky notes all over 

my house. I needed to find  way to get organized, so I created a fun 

and easy DIY note holder.

The materials you will need can be purchased at any craft store 

such as Michael’s.

Nicole Macuil is a Palo Alto mom and crafter and the founder of party-planning 
website wishesandwows.com.  She can be emailed at fresitachic@gmail.com.

Neatly organized
NOTE CLIP HOLDER CORRALS STICKY NOTES 
AND OTHER PAPER INTO ONE PLACE

text by Nicole Macuil | photos by Veronica Weber

D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

Calling all crafters and do-it-yourselfers:
In occasional editions of Home & Garden Design, this Do-It-Yourself section will 

feature a house or garden project with simple steps to help local residents’ homes go 

from zero to beautiful. If you have a project or skill you would like to share, please 

email the editor at editor@paweekly.com.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•  7 small clothespins (one 

for each day of the week)  
•  Wood base board
•  Glitter
•  Elmer’s glue 

•  Hot-glue gun
•  1 sheet of self-adhesive 

alphabet stickers
•  Sticky-note pads
•  Paint (optional)
•  Paintbrush

Nicole Macuil holds a finished note clipholder.
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D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

1 With a brush, cover each clothespin evenly with white glue on one 
side then sprinkle with glitter. Set them aside while they dry.  

2 Decorate the 
edge of your 

baseboard with 
paint if you like.

3 Remove the backing from your sticky-note pads, and with the 
sticky side down, place your pads on the left side of your baseboard.

Place the adhesive alphabet  letters for each day M T W T F S S on 
your baseboard, making sure they are evenly spaced.

4 Using your hot-glue gun, put a line of glue on the back side of 
one of your clothespins and press down firmly for a few seconds 

on your baseboard. Note: the clothespin opening should be facing 
DOWN on your baseboard. Repeat the steps for the remaining 
clothespins. 

5 Write your notes and reminders and clip them to your new note 
clipper! H+G
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Lynn North
President’s Club

 DIRECT 650.209.1562
CELL 650.703.6437  

lnorth@apr.com 
www.LynnNorth.com

BRE# 01490039

4th Generation Resident

Serving the communities of Los Altos, Mountain View, 

Sunnyvale and Cupertino

LYNN

NORTH

I am personally committed to your success  
in selling or finding your dream home.

RESULTS: Sold the last 25 homes in an average of 9 days,  
and all for over the asking price!

S

4th Generation Resident

We help you make sure insurance 
claims, payments, and questions 

are handled quickly.

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency 

License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com

Serving the community for over 28 years!

CHARLIE
PORTER
650-327-1313
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As the temperature drops outside, many are looking for a way to 

spend time outside without having to bundle up to keep warm. 

Outdoor fire pits, which come in a variety of sizes and styles, are 

very popular and add a touch of luxury to any outdoor space. 

There are a few different options when it comes to installing 

an outdoor fire pit. The first thing to decide  is whether it should 

be wood-burning or powered by propane or natural gas. Wood-

burning fire pits are often the cheapest option, ranging from $100 

to $800 and usually offer the most simple structures. They are 

usually very easy to install because they do not need to be con-

nected to anything. 

Propane fire pits tend to be more stylish, with a more unique 

structure and f lame. While propane fire pits are much cheaper 

and easier to install than natural gas ones, they are powered by 

propane tanks which usually last a maximum of 

three hours. According to Corrine Pluska, owner 

of The Fireplace Element in Mountain View, 

this can be a problem for those who entertain 

often and want to have a fire going when they 

have guests. 

“We see a lot of customers coming here and 

saying “I don’t want the propane because I don’t 

want to have three tanks in my backyard and 

have to change it every five minutes’,” Pluska 

said. “People are seeing these fire pit structures 

as a social place in their backyard and they tend 

to use it often.”

For a more permanent structure which will not 

require as much maintenance, the best option is a natural gas fire 

pit. Pluska said  they are more difficult to install because they 

need to be connected to the home’s main gas line. The process 

does require professional help and typically takes three to six 

weeks to install depending on the complexity of the design and 

the time of year.

Peninsula Building Materials representatives 

Nancy Wallace and Les Harris said they offer 

mainly permanent stone structures which custom-

ers can either build themselves or have built by a 

mason. For those who choose to build a fire pit 

themselves, they suggest following a professional 

guide and making sure to install fire brick because 

most natural stones will get dangerously hot and 

crack from the heat.

Some issues that must be considered when 

installing an outdoor fire pit that are often over-

looked include building codes for the property, 

proximity to trees, and for gas fire pits, the addi-

tion of the fire pit to your home’s gas line. 

Wallace and Harris recommend adding a few accessories once 

a fire pit has been installed. Adding a screen to cover the fire will 

keep help keep leaves out and will also stop sparks from flying 

up when the fire is going. They also recommend adding a safety 

switch so children cannot turn the f lame on. H+G

Rachel Van Gelder was an editorial intern. 

Gathering around  
the campfire
FIRE PITS FOR THE BACK YARD  
CAN WARM UP A WINTER NIGHT

by Rachel Van Gelder

H A N D Y  H A R D WA R E

The Fireplace Element is located at 2444 Old 
Middlefield Way in Mountain View and can be reached 
at (650) 938-2000 or contacted through their website: 
thefireplaceelement.com. 

Peninsula Building Materials is located at  
2490 Charleston Road in Mountain View and can be 
reached at (877) 282-0522 or contacted through their 
website: pbm1923.com.

While portable fire pits are the least expensive option, homeowners often 
prefer built-in, propane or natural-gas fueled firepits lined with stone and 
concrete. Photos courtesy of The Fireplace Element

‘People are 
seeing these fire 
pit structures as 
a social place in 
their backyard.’

—Corrine Pluska,  
owner of The Fireplace Element
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Did you buy anything this holiday season? Chances are your name was added to a mailing list of 
some kind if you did. That means you may start getting junk mail.

Recycling your junk mail is good, but stopping it from coming in the first place is even 
better.  Stopping junk mail is a form of waste reduction (better than recycling) and is a way 
to help us reach our Zero Waste goal.

Junk mail wastes an incredible amount of natural resources and contributes to climate change. 
Each year, more than 100 million trees’ worth of bulk mail arrives in American mailboxes— 
that’s the equivalent of deforesting the entire Rocky Mountain National Park every four months. 
The production and disposal of direct mail consumes more energy than 3 million cars and over 
28 billion gallons of water.

There are do-it-yourself options or you can hire a service that will contact companies for 
you. Whichever option’s right for you, start now. Visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/junkmail 
to get the tools and information you need to stop your junk mail. 

Learn how to stop junk mail.

It’s good to recycle your junk mail. 
It’s even better to stop getting it.

www.zerowastepaloalto.org
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910

JUNK MAIL 
JUNK YOUR



WINTER 2017  |  27  

C U S T O M  H O M E S   |   U N I Q U E  R E M O D E L S   |   K I T C H E N S  A N D  B A T H S   |   L I C E N S E  # B 7 7 7 3 4 7

TraceryBuilders.com 
(408) 643-0018

Charming Style with a 

Systematic Approach

Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Serving the Bay Area Since 1998. 

Yes, We Offer  
FREE in-house  
INSPECTIONS  

and ESTIMATES.
Entry Doors

Interior Doors
Windows Moulding

Door Hardware

Visit: PremierDoorServices.Biz
State Contractor Lic # 790327

394 State St 
Los Altos

650-559-8281

5853 Winfield Blvd 
San Jose

408-281-3219
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When gardening becomes work, the garden almost always suffers. It 

simply does not get the attention it deserves. And one who knows 

how to look at a garden can see it immediately. 

Even in the high-end estate garden,  quality of appreciation for the 

design is ref lected in the way it is maintained. 

A garden is living art, always changing and growing, and bits dying 

off. In a way, a garden is like children that are still too young to take 

care of themselves . We have to clean them up, change them, feed and 

give them a little tender loving care. 

Here are some tips on cleaning up, redressing the soil, planting new 

plants and making your garden shine.

1Raking is becoming a lost art. Since the invention of blowers, the 

fine art of raking is something that needs to be re-learned. There are 

many different kinds of rakes. There are leaf rakes, lawn rakes, cultivat-

ing rakes, thatching rakes, fine, in-between-sensitive-plant rakes. There 

are gravel rakes and their are rakes almost like brushes that can smooth 

out the soil between the plants after all the other raking is done. Get 

some rakes and go to work.

2 Prune all the dead, dying and diseased branches on all the plants in 

the garden. Then do a little shaping and thinning.

3Choose a bed or two to completely dig up. Add compost and cultivate 

it in. Replant and fertilize. Reset your  irrigation system or drip 

system and then put down mulch.

4If you haven’t put in your bulbs yet do that just as above, but in 

between digging up and cultivating in the compost and planting the 

surface plants.

5Now stand back and look at the whole garden.  Is there something it 

needs? Possibly a sculptural element, a water feature, or a birdbath? 

Think of foreground, middle ground and background. Do you want that 

feature to stand out or to draw you into the garden? 

6Go shopping. This can take two or three trips to different nurseries 

or sculpture businesses. Don’t buy yet. Live with the idea, visual-

ize what your garden will look like with that new element. Then go 

buy it if you still like it. When mounting sculpture or fountains or 

bird feeders in your garden, make sure they are level. There’s nothing 

worse than something that’s tipping over in the garden that distracts 

appreciation for the plants. Make a foundation out of bricks or pour a 

slab of concrete.

7Now develop a maintenance plan and write it down. If you hire a 

maintenance gardener have a checklist for them.

8Make time to walk through your garden regularly. This isn’t exercise, 

this isn’t work. This is deep appreciation for what you have done and 

what your garden is.

Good gardening. H+G

Jack McKinnon is a garden coach he worked in the Sunset magazine gardens 
for 12 years. He can be reached at 650-455-0687 or by email at jack@

jackthegardencoach.com or check out his website at jackthegarden coach.com

A garden in winter
NOW IS THE TIME TO DO THOSE CHORES THAT 
WILL MAKE YOUR YARD RADIATE

by Jack McKinnon

P R O  T I P S

•  Wholesale decorative 
fabrics and upholstery 
services

•  Custom slipcovers
•  Family owned business 

for 30 years in the same 
location

•  No job too small!
•  Free local pick up and 

delivery
•  Located on the same 

street as Stanford Medical

650-364-0777   •   874 & 878 DOUGLAS AVENUE, REDWOOD CITY
InteriorDecoratorsUpholstery.net   •   Monday - Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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Call for FREE Design Consultation
650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com

Scan
for Yelp
Reviews

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic.#931740

www.facebook.com/closetfactory 
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

My Closet. 
My Home. My Style.  
My Budget. My Life.
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Landscape Design for only $ 5

PROFESSIONAL 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Help make your lawn conversion a reality. 
Apply today for Conserve-A-Scape, the city’s 
premier landscape design assistance program. 
Receive an in-person consultation with a 
landscape architect and personalized landscape 
design including plant palette, hardscape plan 
and construction details.

Before

TO QUALIFY 
• Must be a Menlo Park Municipal Water District

customer
• Must be a participant in the City’s Lawn Be Gone

Program (rebates of up to $2 per sq. ft. of lawn
converted)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/conserve-a-scape
• Call 650-330-6720
• Email recycle@menlopark.org

After

One year later
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Art For The Floor

Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.
650.327.5040  |  STEPHENMILLERGALLERY.COM  |  MENLO PARK
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