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HOME DESIGN
Going from a three-story home to  
a condo provides renovation challenges

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Palo Alto Midtown Eichler’s landscape  
creates outdoor “rooms” to extend home’s  
space outward

DO-IT-YOURSELF
Homemade mason-jar feeder is sure  
to attract butterflies to your garden

TECH LIFE
“OK, Google, answer me this”:  
New ‘Home’ makes yours even smarter

SIGHT OF INSPIRATION
Allied Arts Guild’s garden offers  
quiet place to connect with nature
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O N  T H E  C O V E R

This vertical succulent wall was created by Sheri 
Bednarz using plastic pots and nails. She bought the 
three-dimensional sculpture from eBay and spray-
painted it. She hung it up and created the succulent 
garden later. Photo by Veronica Weber

Embrace Elegance
HARDWOOD  •  CARPET  

•  TILE  •  AREA RUGS
Locally owned and operated

905 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025

650-384-6326
www.menlofl ooring.com
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Above: A bar houses bottles suspended on metal braces, glass shelves, a marble counter and a refrigerator. The dining room to the right is enlivened by a 
whimsical ceiling-light installation. This area has views of the atrium with its water feature and plantings. Right: Three white stools belly up to a high Caesarstone 
kitchen counter embellished with an aluminum band, which matches the bases on the stools. 

Going from a large home to a condominium would present 

obstacles for many, as it did for this owner when she decided to 

downsize from her 5,000-square-foot three-story home. She did not 

immediately fall in love with what would become her future, much 

smaller, home in Los Altos.

“It was dark and dated, and it was difficult to see the possibili-

ties,” said the owner, who did not want to give her name to maintain 

her privacy. However, it had some of the basics she was looking 

for — it was all on one level with an attached garage and a patio. “I 

knew another couple who had successfully upgraded a similar space, 

and they introduced me to their contractor,” she said.  “Then I was 

convinced that I could renovate and create a contemporary space in 

which to display my artwork.” Renovation entailed taking the place 

down to the studs.

The high-end details are immediately apparent as you enter and 

face the leather-fronted coat closet surrounded by tineo, a robustly 

grained wood from South America. A transparent colored-glass 

installation will eventually fill the open space above the closet. A 

small tineo box, used to house mail and keys, hangs next to the 

front door. Around the corner, a bar houses bottles suspended on 

metal braces, glass shelves, a marble counter and a refrigerator.  

To the right of the entry, two low leather swivel chairs with a 

glass table on a marble base welcome guests. Like all the furniture, 

the chairs are Roche Bobois, a style that mingles nicely with the 

selected pieces from a lifetime of nesting. From this perspective 

you can look into the open living and dining room, an expanse of 

rift white oak f loors warmed with the owner’s collection of Persian 

rugs.

“We put in engineered f loating 

f loors because the high water table 

excluded putting wood directly on 

the concrete slab,” said contractor 

Bill Campbell.

“The kitchen used to be in the 

middle, but we re-positioned it to 

take advantage of the views,” the 

owner said. Three white stools bel-

ly up to a high engineered-quartz 

(Caesarstone) kitchen counter embellished with an aluminum band 

which matches the bases on the stools. A f lush induction stovetop 

also is surrounded by Caesarstone, and a thin, textured porcelain 

tile is used as a backsplash here and on the walls, framing the 

windows. The fronts of the lacquered cabinetry include beechwood 

Downsizing by half
DIAMOND-IN-THE-ROUGH LOS ALTOS 
CONDOMINIUM GETS MADE OVER

by Susan Golovin | photos by Veronica Weber

(continued on page 8)

‘It was dark and 
dated, and it was 
difficult to see the 

possibilities.’
—Los Altos homeowner

H O M E  D E S I G N
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Meyer Appliances
A Design Company Specializing in  

Kitchen & Bath and Complete Remodels

MEYER APPLIANCES 
KITCHENS & BATHS
Family Owned Since 1946
861 E. El Camino

Mt. View, CA 94040

650-968-7866

kitchensbymeyer.com
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A Design Company Specializing in  
Kitchen & Bath and Complete Remodels

Meyer Appliances

MEYER APPLIANCES KITCHENS & BATHS
Family Owned Since 1946

861 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040
650-968-7866 • kitchensbymeyer.com

Slate’s matte finish hides fingerprints, holds magnets and 
goes with just about anything. It’s an easy way to make 
your kitchen stand out for all the right reasons.
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laminate, white laminate and opaque glass. To conserve space, 

what looks like two kitty-cornered drawers is actually one, 

which pulls out using one handle. A pantry, disguised as 

cabinets, is housed in generous double roll-outs. The double 

Blanco sink features slit drains and a filter for cold water.

“In the kitchen and living room, and wherever possible, the 

ceiling was bumped up from the standard 8 feet to 9 feet and 

10-and-a-half feet,” Campbell said. The raised ceilings are 

coffered and have light fixtures in them.

“We stretched the windows as much as possible,” says the 

owner, “and we added several skylights.” In the living room 

and master bedroom, sliding doors provide access to the long, 

enclosed patio with an outdoor kitchen.

In the living room, the fireplace was replaced by an inset 

of “f loating” bronze shelves over tineo cabinetry. “We had 

to keep the fireplace bump outside because all of the condos 

have to look the same,” says the owner. One wall of the living 

room features the new, modern firebox surrounded by marble 

tiles, a low, gray marble hearth, f lat screen TV and custom 

tineo shelving and cabinetry. In this room, as throughout, the 

owner displays her extensive collection of ceramic and bronze 

sculptures by Israeli and Australian artists.

“I kept my old furniture for the dining room,” she said. The 

scene is enlivened by a whimsical ceiling light installation — 

imagine sculptor Alexander Calder in Venice. This area, as 

well as the living room, has views of the atrium with its water 

feature and plantings, and the owner lights it for dramatic 

effect when she has dinner parties.

In the master bedroom, the bed is cosseted between built-ins 

with cabinets,  bookshelves and marble side tables. “The AV 

system which controls all the lighting, TVs, and music can be 

controlled with iPads,” the owner said. The cabinetry housing 

the television is suede-covered.

The master bath is a generous space that is divided by a half 

wall of lacquered cabinetry on both sides. “The wheelchair-

accessible shower has a bench with a tile backing that is 

molded especially for my back,” she said.

A grab bar next to the toilet is a feature for aging in place, 

as is the curbless shower entry. There are skylights over the 

double sinks as well as in the punched-up ceiling over the 

toilet; the latter can be opened remotely. Each sink faces a 

medicine cabinet that is mirrored and f lush with the wall.

The office built-ins are made from the same Tabu Eco-Zero 

manmade laminate as those in the master bedroom. This 

space also serves as an exercise area.  Next to it is the powder 

room with its whirlpool tub, dramatic wavy tile wall backdrop 

and hanging crystal sconces. To save space, a thin, mirrored 

cabinet was placed on the wall behind the door.  The second 

bedroom is furnished with a pull-down Murphy bed which 

allows for versatility. A laundry area makes use of every inch: 

stacked washer/dryer elevated over storage drawers, pop-up 

counter, pull-out hanging racks.

Was this downsizing remodel a success? 

 “I love to walk in and see everything I can encompass in one 

look,” the owner said. H+G

Susan Golovin is a freelance writer.  

H O M E  D E S I G N

Goal of design: Completely remodel condo, modernizing and bringing in 
more light and volume

Design challenge: Original not built to earthquake standards; lots of 
structural work in foundation to support large beams; had to replace all 
electrical and plumbing systems

Unexpected problems: Owner wishes she had more knowledge so she 
could picture how things would look

Year house built: 1972

Time to complete: 1 year

Size of home: Original, 1,864 sq.ft.; increased to 2,000 sq.ft.

Budget: Approximately $1.5 million

Building contractor: Bill Campbell Design and Construction,  
www.billcampbelldc.com

Landscape designer: Kikuchi+ Kankel Design Group, Chris Kankel,  
www.kkdesigngroup.com

Interior designer: Brownhouse Design, Julie Brown,  
www.brownhousedesign.com. 

(continued from page 4)

The master bath is a generous space that is divided by a half wall of lacquered 
cabinetry on both sides. The shower has a bench with a tile backing that is molded 
especially for the owner’s back, and the curbless shower entry makes it wheelchair 
accessible. 



SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

$100 REBATE
    on qualifying purchases

   APRIL 15—JUNE 26, 2017

Soften harsh sunlight and save with 
Hunter Douglas window fashions.
REBATES AVAILABLE ON SELECT LIGHT-TRANSFORMING STYLES. 
ASK FOR DETAILS TODAY.

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/15/17—6/26/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. For certain rebate-eligible products, the purchase of multiple units of such product is required 
to receive a rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card 
balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are 
the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q2MAGSILC2

Rebarts Interiors, LLC
253 State St
Los Altos, CA 94022

Tuesday - Friday: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
650-288-4377
www.rebarts.com

Grand Opening Special! 
Call today for Free Estimate 
and Free Installation
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CAMPBELL   408.871.8890
CORTE MADERA   415.924.6691
DANVILLE   925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW   650.964.7212

SAN CARLOS   650.508.8317

16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

NEW ITEMS DAILY!  
All at consignment 
prices...of course!

Get your one-of-a-kind 

designer furniture, home 

accessories and jewelry  

before someone  
else does! 

HERE TODAY...
GONE TOMORROW!
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The chartreuse fire pit and concrete bench is a family gathering spot. The landscape is designed to blend as seamlessly as possible with the home’s sleek lines 
and window views.

After Sheri Bednarz and her husband, Philip, decided to take out 

their backyard swimming pool, the next step was to redo their 

whole yard. 

Having lived in their Midtown Eichler home about 7 years, they 

knew they would keep some trees, especially the large Canary 

Island pines planted in one corner of the backyard, as well as a 

native sycamore in the front.

Beyond that, they called on Menlo Park landscape architect Keith 

Willig to fill in the blanks.

Bednarz, who has a strong artistic bent, knew she wanted to 

repurpose large ceramic pots as well as her front gate. She also 

wanted a design that would work with the architecture of their 

indoor-outdoor home and provide play space for the couple’s three 

children, a 14-year-old boy and twin 12-year-old girls.

Willig preserved the aggregate squares of the front entry patio, 

integrating it with large squares of Connecticut bluestone bordered 

with pea gravel. “It’s a hue that has some depth,” Willig said.

The front patio is enclosed by a chartreuse-trimmed opaque gate 

and the space can be used as a private seating area for morning cof-

fee or breakfast. A large bright blue ceramic pot is a self-contained 

water feature, with a burbling fountain coming out of it. As you 

move toward the left side and backyards, Bednarz points out that 

they created a series of outdoor “rooms.”

All of the new plants, installed last year, are drought tolerant and 

many are succulents such as agave, aloe, or purple aeonium. The 

planting beds are watered by new drip systems.

Meyer asparagus ferns dot the planting beds, their emerald green 

arms curving up whimsically. Plants along walkways are “definitely 

tiered,” Willig said, “intimate in scale and finer in texture as you 

get closer to the walkways.”

A leptospermum, or tea tree, and a tristania provide an Asian feel 

along the side yard. 

A large area of pea gravel spreads around the corner. “What’s nice 

about the gravel is the sound,” Willig said, as it crunched underfoot. 

Around the corner is a cluster of vegetable beds built out of redwood 

and corrugated aluminum. The beds are accessible from an exterior 

door in one of the home’s bathrooms.

Willig preserved a stand of bamboo growing along the fence 

between Bednarz’s home and the neighbors, adding a 2-foot under-

ground barrier to keep the bamboo, a prolific plant, from spreading 

into the rest of the yard.

A tall agave plant sits next to leggy rosemary bushes. “It’s windy 

Thinking outside the box
EICHLER’S NEW GARDEN INTEGRATES  
HOME’S INDOOR-OUTDOOR SPACE

by Elizabeth Lorenz | photos by Veronica Weber

(continued on page 12)

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N



and natural and gets more geometric,” Bednarz pointed out as 

the path heads toward the backyard.

“It’s so easy when clients want to be creative,” Willig said.

A large square lava firepit retrofitted with natural gas and 

painted chartreuse is the focal point of the yard. A zigzag gray 

concrete bench draws a visitor to sit in front of the firepit, 

looking back toward the house.

The seating, Bednarz said, “ just draws us out into the yard,” 

she said, whereas before the old yard did not. The family uses 

the firepit to roast marshmallows, just hang out, or with the 

fire off, it serves as a coffee table.

Willig moved a trampoline toward the Canary Island pines 

in the back corner, hung a sturdy rope swing, and built a 

platform/treehouse for the children to use as a launch pad for 

the rope swing. A chair hammock hangs from a pine tree and 

provides a reading sanctuary for the kids.

Shiny green ceanothus grows under the trampoline, screen-

ing its metal legs.

A small lawn area covers the spot where the original pool used 

to be. One edge has a raised redwood platform which can be 

(continued from page 11)

Above, two sets of tables and chairs under oversized eaves create an 
outdoor eating and entertaining area. Left, redwood and aluminum 
vegetable beds make an underutilized side yard more useful and 
appealing.

(continued on page 14)

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N
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11155 Lena Ave, Gilroy • 408.846.4555  
www.garden-accents.net

Everything for your GARDEN and more
— FRESH Local Sod Daily — 

602 Palm Ave, Morgan Hill 
408.463.0500  

www.grassfarm.com

504 Sq. Ft.  picked up!
Only $285

Enjoy the Benefits  
of Natural Sod
• Creates oxygen 
• Fire barrier 
• Filters water 
• Cools temperature

Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Serving the Bay Area Since 1998. 

Yes, We Offer  
FREE in-house  
INSPECTIONS  

and ESTIMATES.
Entry Doors

Interior Doors
Windows Moulding

Door Hardware

Visit: PremierDoorServices.Biz
State Contractor Lic # 790327

394 State St 
Los Altos

650-559-8281

5853 Winfield Blvd 
San Jose

408-281-3219
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Is your agent there for you?  
I am there for my clients...

licensed, friendly and helpful staff.

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com

Serving the community for over 28 years!

CHARLIE
PORTER
650-327-1313

used as a bench or for impromptu performances by the children.

Closer to the house, two sets of tables and chairs provide 

entertainment and eating space. One set is filigree metal from 

Craigslist. The other is an oval outdoor teak table and match-

ing chairs.

The Eichler’s deep overhang provides a shady shelter 

for entertaining. One-third of a wall adds a screen against 

weather and provides a spot for another of Bednarz’s cre-

ations, a vertical succulent wall garden and a white three-

dimensional wall sculpture she found on eBay and spray-

painted. The succulents are planted in eight plastic pots from 

Target, hung with large nails in two rows of four pots.

“Sheri is creative and can see things that can be repur-

posed,” Willig said. For example, the original front gate, an 

Asian style set of two doors with a curved top, now graces 

the side yard and conceals the garden shed and barbecue 

storage area.

Willig replaced the home’s original concrete back patio with 

large tinted gray concrete rectangles which match the gray 

of the indoor tile. “The f loor moves right out into the yard,” 

Bednarz said, making the Eichler feel less small inside. She 

pointed out that from various rooms in the home, there are 

views of the garden.

Even the driveway has a vignette of pots of differing heights, 

with a silver spray-painted butterf ly chair inviting a guest to 

sit a spell. H+G

(continued from page 12)

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N

From inside the house, each room has a different view of the outdoor space. 
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3130 Alpine Road  Portola Valley 
650.854.3850

Ladera 
Garden 

and 
Gifts

Best Nursery  
and Best Florist

Full Service Nursery and Premiere Home Decor

20162016
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Come and see us at Ladera Garden & Gifts at 
Carlmont Shopping Center in Belmont!

Spring is here and so is an abundance  
of Garden and Gifts for you to choose!

What is a Whole House Fan? 
A Whole House Fan is a type of fan 
installed in the ceiling, designed to 
pull hot air out of the home bring-
ing cool air in naturally.

How does a Whole House  
Fan work? 
Anytime it is cooler outside than the 
inside of a home, the WHF system 
will work effectively. 

How will a Whole House Fan  
Benefit you? 
It’s about using the least amount 
of energy to stay cool while saving 
the most amount of money. It is an 
alternative to AC.

We can schedule a free  
home estimate today

lalalaltteteternnrnrn tatatatiivivivee e ttototo AAAACC.C.C

(408)377-4WHF 
install@bayareawhf.com 
www.bayareawhf.com
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Call for FREE Design Consultation
650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com

Scan
for Yelp
Reviews

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic.#931740

www.facebook.com/closetfactory 
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

My Closet. 
My Home. My Style.  
My Budget. My Life.
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“For more than 55 years, Midtown Realty has been 
assisting its neighbors and friends with one of the 
most important purchases in their life… their home! 
At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to working with 
people, not clients. We sell homes, not houses and 
Palo Alto is our home, not a branch office. Year after 
year people trust us to help with their most important 
investment, their home. You too can count on us for all 
your real estate needs. Give us a call today.”

Midtown Realty, Inc.  
Real Results, Real Estate

Your Neighborhood  
Midtown Realty Team

Jane Volpe
Realtor/MBA

Rosemary 
Prince

Property Manager  
& Realtor

Joann Weber
Property Manager 

& Realtor

Ryan  
Eltherington

Realtor

Tim Foy
Broker/Owner

Chris Taylor
Realtor

Yamei Lee
Realtor

Lisa Knox
Realtor

Molly Foy
Back From Ireland

Casandra 
Navarro

Broker’s Assistant

SungHee 
Clemenson

Realtor

Robert I. 
Steinberg

Realtor

2775 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto • Phone: (650)321-1596  Fax: (650)328-1809
See our local listings online at — www. midtownpaloalto.com    BRE# 1900986

REAL RESULTS, REAL ESTATE

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD



Spring is here, and there is nothing more beautiful than butterf lies 

f lying by your garden! This do-it-yourself butterf ly feeder will 

attract butterf lies, is easy to make, and can be hung up anywhere, 

whether you have a small or big yard. It will turn your garden into a 

butterf ly paradise.

Nicole Macuil lives in Palo Alto and owns wishesandwows.com, a party 
planning business. She can be emailed at wishesandwows@gmail.com.

Flutter by, butterfly
EASY-TO-MAKE FEEDER WILL  
ATTRACT WINGED FRIENDS

by Nicole Macuil | photos by Veronica Weber

D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

MATERIALS NEEDED:
• 8-ounce mason jar

• twine 

• silk f lowers

• small piece of sponge

• washer 

• hot-glue gun

• nail 

• hammer

• glass beads 

• butterf ly juice: 10 parts 

water to one part sugar 

18  |  HOME + GARDEN DESIGN
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D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

1 Using a hammer 
and nail, make 

a hole on the lid of 
the mason jar. Then 
using your nail, push 
your sponge through 
the hole making sure 
the sponge is sticking 
out on both sides of 
the lid (a piece about 
2 inches long). Set 
aside.

2Wrap two pieces 
of twine around 

your mason jar, start-
ing from the bottom, 
with each string 
going in opposite 
directions and con-
tinuing to wrap all 
the way up. Tie the 
string in knots to 
keep in place.

3String some 
beads onto the 

twine (the beads help 
attract light).

4Tie the strings 
together with a 

washer (the washer 
can be used to hang 
your feeder). 

5 Cover the top 
of the mason jar 

with hot glue and 
decorate with silk 
f lowers and leaves, 
then decorate the 
sides of your mason 
jar to make it more 
attractive. 

6 Add your but-
terf ly juice to the 

jar. Then attach the 
lid, hang it up and 
wait for butterf lies.
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5K Fun Run
The race will start promptly at 
9 AM. Registration opens at 8 
AM—please arrive at least 20 

minutes prior to race start time 
to pick up your racing bib and 

t-shirt (if purchased).

Bike Station
Perks if you bike to the event! 
Free bike tuneups and repairs, 
trick out your bike with RAFT’s 
repurposed materials, and take 

a bike tour with us!

Water Station
Bring your reusable water 
bottle for refilling and trick 
out your water bottle with 

RAFT arts & crafts EV Ride & Drive Event
(10 AM–1 PM)

BAYLANDS ATHLETIC CENTER
Earth Day Festival with arts & crafts, tables & 
activities, live music, zoo animals, outdoor games, 
food trucks, environmental & safety resources, library 
book mobile and more! (9 AM–3 PM)

Stanford Cardinal Calypso Band (plays at 10 AM)

Food Trucks (9 AM–3 PM)

Bird Walk Loop to Cooley Landing (departs at 11 AM)

Smokey the Bear Storytime (10:45 AM)

COOLEY LANDING EDUCATION CENTER
Arts Exhibition & Activities, Live Music, Bird Watching, Mud & Water 
(& Plankton) Investigations, Habitat Restoration (10 AM–2 PM)

Plant & Nature Walks (every half hour starting at 10:30 AM)

Group Bike Ride to Baylands Nature Center
(rides depart at 10:30 AM and 12:30 PM)

LUCY EVANS BAYLANDS 
NATURE INTERPRETIVE CENTER
Nature Center Activities, Mud & Water (& Plankton) 
Investigations (10 AM–2 PM)

Nature Walks
(walks depart at 10:30 AM, 11:30 AM & 12:30 PM)

Group Bike Ride to Cooley Landing
(rides depart at 11:30 AM and 1:30 PM)
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T E C H  L I F E

If you want it, just ask. Out loud. Mountain View-based 

Google’s Home device caters to the whims of its users, answer-

ing questions, controlling home systems and finding and playing 

music at a moment’s notice. 

Even local builders and real-estate firms are beginning to 

incorporate Home and other devices into their projects to cater 

to home-buyers’ overwhelming desire for smart-home technol-

ogy. According to one national survey by a leading real-estate 

consulting firm, a majority of those surveyed said they would 

pay more for a home with such technology. 

Using Google Home, consumers receive real-time answers to 

queries, which range from finding local businesses and language 

translations to local traffic and unit conversions. Users can also 

make “Home” a sort of personal assistant, serving as a task 

manager, alarm clock and travel organizer. 

Google Home’s design features interchangeable bases to 

fit into home decor, and while the device can function alone, 

it is most effective when used in conjunction with Google’s 

Chromecast, allowing Google Home users to stream content 

from YouTube, Netf lix and Google Photos as well as Nest, 

Philips Hue, Samsung SmartThings, Belkin Wemo, 

IFTTT or Honeywell to control lights, thermostats and 

switches.

“I have used it to make 

it sound like people are 

home,” said Midpeninsula 

resident John Figura, 44. 

“When we are away, I 

will connect to my Nest 

Camera and say, ‘Google, 

what are the headlines?’ 

The Google (also) will 

make it sound like people 

are home ... I plan to tie it into my lights and locks 

through SmartThings.”

Figura said he decided to purchase both Google 

Home and Amazon Echo, utilizing Google at home 

and Amazon at the office, and believes Google’s 

product to be more efficient at answering contex-

tual questions. He said its biggest drawback is in its 

inability to connect to Bluetooth devices, but finds 

Google Home to be a useful product for playing music, 

getting updates and answering questions asked by 

his children. He likes it so much that he has not only 

recommended it, but purchased three Google Homes 

to give as gifts. 

Along with technological advancements comes the fear 

of cyber attacks — something Google has factored into 

its security measures. 

“Google Home employs advanced security techniques 

… to protect code and content,” said Nicol Addison, head of 

communications for Google Home. “All software is validated 

before it runs on the device via a cryptographically verified 

secure boot process. If the software is tampered with, the 

cryptographic signature verification during boot-up will pre-

vent it from being loaded and stop the operation of the device 

altogether. Additionally, all traffic between Google Home and 

Google services is protected.”

Addison said Google Home devices were designed with a 

user’s privacy in mind, and they only store queries received 

immediately after recognizing “hot words” such as “OK Google” 

or “Hey Google.” Those snippets of data are stored in a manner 

similar to a web-search history and can be deleted via the setup 

app or MyActivity page.

Although well received by most users, Google Home isn’t 

perfect. In November 2016, the technology website CNET 

found 11 tasks Google Home was unable to accomplish, includ-

ing storing voice memos and stringing commands together. 

However, the product is still in its infancy and, according to 

Addison, users can expect Google to “continue developing new 

experiences for Google Home.” H+G

Melissa McKenzie is a freelance writer for Home + Garden 
Design. She can be emailed at melissa.r.mckenzie@gmail.com.

It’s an ‘OK Google’ away
‘HOME’ PRODUCT HELPS USERS’ HOUSES GET 
SMARTER

by Melissa McKenzie

Courtesy of Google.

Google Home’s 
design features 
interchangeable 
bases to fit into 
home decor.
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This is home

A new Bay Area brokerage formed from
Decker Bullock Sotheby’s International Realty in Marin and

Dreyfus Sotheby’s International Realty in Silicon Valley.
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.GoldenGateSIR.com

The Bay Area is an amazing place.

From the majestic Marin Headlands  
to the innovation of Silicon Valley.  

From the bustling city to the tranquil 
open spaces, vibrant diversity enriches 

every corner. 

There’s really no place like it on Earth.

Golden Gate Sotheby’s International 
Realty represents buyers and sellers 
of fine residential properties in this  

beautiful place we call home.

Find your home: GoldenGateSIR.com

OFFICIAL LAUNCH: APRIL 2017
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PROTECT YOUR FAMILY — WE’RE LEAD SAFE CERTIFIED

We’ve painted  
some of the most beautiful 
homes on the Peninsula.

Beautify, Protect  
and Preserve Your Most 
Important Investment

QUALITY INTERIOR AND  
EXTERIOR HOUSE PAINTING  

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

Family Owned
Since 1988

650/321-9302
License 602048    www.stanfordpainting.com

 
with Stanford University

•  Wholesale 
decorative fabrics 
and upholstery 
services

•  Custom slipcovers
•  Family owned 

business for 30 years 
in the same location

•  No job too small!
•  Free local pick up 

and delivery
•  Located on the same 

street as Stanford 
Medical

650-364-0777   •   874 & 878 DOUGLAS AVENUE, REDWOOD CITY
InteriorDecoratorsUpholstery.net   •   Monday - Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.



SPRING 2017  |  25  

D E S I G N  I N S P I R A T I O N S

Most homeowners believe in some 

level of routine maintenance. 

Whether or not they’ve ever hired a con-

tractor to remodel or have always been a 

DIY’er, an accepted set of tasks has likely 

been deemed appropriate to self-perform. 

For example:

• Clean out the gutters before rain

•  Change the furnace filter every three 

months

• Keep the yard clean

Whichever tasks remain absent from 

this regimen are assumed appropriate for 

hired help — eventually … someday. But 

when that list of small repairs approaches 

a second page attached to your fridge, you 

begin to actively seek out external sup-

port. Where to begin? A handyman? A 

maintenance company?

You may be surprised to find how 

expensive these services (starting at $100/

hr) can be or disappointed with the poor 

quality of service and lack of comprehen-

sive construction knowledge. The natural 

next step is to become your own contrac-

tor requesting bids from painters, plumb-

ers, electricians, carpenters — now are 

you a FINISH carpenter or a ROUGH 

carpenter?

Stop right there.

Most homeowners do not have the time 

or patience for that next step. Fortunately, 

there is a company which can take on all of 

this work and provide much more. Home 

Preservation Services (HPS) was built on 

a philosophical foundation that homes 

are living, breathing structures. They 

are concerned with preserving the life of 

a home much like a general practitioner 

is concerned with preserving the life of 

an individual. The service begins with a 

260-point inspection and comprehensive 

data collection of all systems and finishes. 

They work directly with homeowners and 

builders. Home Preservation Services cre-

ated this unique home care concept in the 

Bay Area over two decades ago and will 

continue to lead the industry of Home 

Stewardship for decades to come.

HPS’s Stewardship includes: 

• Quarterly maintenance service visits

• Preventive inspections 

• 24/7 support

•  Exclusive access to premier licensed 
repair services

•  Database of key home information 
and service records

Request a free evaluation at  
www.homepreservation.com  

or call 888-844-0007

Home preservation can be a  
full-time job — for someone else

1178 Los Altos Ave., Los Altos
888.844.0007

www.homepreservation.com
LIC #782552

Sponsored by

Why Bay Area homeowners rely 
on Home Preservation Services
“Most homeowners lack the time and 

resources to correct the deterioration 
that occurs in a house due to weather, 
aging, and normal wear, and delaying 
maintenance can result in more expensive 
repairs and reduced value. However, with 
Home Preservation Service’s quarterly, 
proactive maintenance service, every 
element and system of the house is 
checked and maintained so the home 
stays in top-notch condition. “

—Dayna Shamrock



This garden with the brick fountain is meant as 
a “viewing garden,” where visitors are led down 
small walking paths to reflect or rest on two 
benches.

Modeled after the European boxwood 

gardens at Louis XIV’s Versailles 

Palace in France and also inspired by gardens 

in Seville, Spain, the Allied Arts garden is 

a sight to behold. So much, in fact, that the 

bricked, 5-foot Spanish fountain is arguably 

the Guild’s most photographed spot.

Anchored by Satsuma mandarin trees, 

the “Yellow Garden” is home to over 50 

A quiet place  
to rest
ALLIED ARTS PROVIDES A 
PHOTOGENIC GARDEN THAT’S 
ALSO A SPOT TO REFLECT

by Melissa McKenzie | photos by Michelle Le

(continued on page 29)

S I G H T  O F  I N S P I R A T I O N
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Including the largest selection of whirlpool bathtubs  
in a single showroom anywhere in the world! 

For hours of operation,  
visit us at www.tubz.net

*Number of “hands-on/feet-in” tubz on display

FREMONT - 400* • 4796 Davenport Place, Fremont, CA 94538 • 510.770.8686
OPEN; SUN-THURS CLOSED: FRIDAY & SATURDAY • NEW: 

For hours of operation,

Giant Selection of Walk in Tubz

Come put your  
     tootsies in our

25 DIFFERENT WALK-IN TUBS

An amazing    
  collection featuring   
      more than 100  
        freestanding tubs
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WE HAVE RELOCATED TO:  3592 #B HAVEN AVE, REDWOOD CITY
RELOCATION SALE ON NOW 

 

3592 #B Haven Ave  
Redwood City 

  Open Daily – TO 6          
         650-366-0411                     www.TomsOutdoorFurniture.com

  Largest Outdoor Furniture Store On The Peninsula  

OVER 20 COLORS  Sunbrella  
Cushions 

3 Different Styles  
of  Deep Seating Sets  

Over 20 Styles of Tables 



SPRING 2017  |  29  

different plants and shrubs including orange crocosmia, Lady 

Banks Roses, nasturtium, day lilies, yellow milkweed, yellow 

phlomis, Euyrops daisies, carpet roses, tagetes lemmonii, 

California fuchsia, Mexican marigold, yellow roses, daffodils 

and a persimmon tree. With dwarf boxwood hedges laid out in 

a trapezoidal labyrinth effect, and a shade wall with Tasmanian 

tree ferns and white camellias, the Court of Abundance is 

described by Garden Director Kathleen Bryan as “serene, 

warm and inviting.”

“It’s a collection of plants that work really well and are fairly 

easy,” said Bryan. “Over the past five years, I’ve been trying to 

incorporate more native California species.”

To contrast with the bright orange and yellow, the Court of 

Abundance contains muscari, wood hyacinth, agapanthus/Lily 

of the Nile, jasmine trained into a serpentine shape, azaleas and 

daphne, the latter of which Bryan said is on her top 10 list of 

must-have plants for the garden. 

“In the far corner of this garden is the absolutely stunning 

Elizabeth Hybrid Yellow Magnolia Tree,” said Bryan. At over 

40 feet tall, “She is queen of the garden. You don’t see yellow 

magnolia often, especially out here. The tree is just a specimen 

tree.” 

Thirteen years ago, the Allied Arts Guild underwent a 

renovation, which included a two-year redesign of the garden 

— with almost everything but the magnolia tree and wisteria 

getting redone. The renovation gave Bryan the opportunity to 

remove much of the heavenly bamboo and filler shrubs that 

occupied the court’s space and plant items to create a place with 

at least one f lower in bloom throughout the year. 

The Court of Abundance is considered a viewing garden, 

with only walking paths and two small sitting benches f lank-

ing the fountain, and the quiet locale is a popular place for 

ref lection and slow strolls. It is the only garden at the guild 

that cannot be rented for events. Yet, the building f lanking the 

court’s outdoor staircase and wraparound porch overlook the 

garden, making it a prime location for wedding photos, and the 

mostly hand pruned garden is a point of pride for Bryan and 

her staff of volunteers.

“It’s manicured, but it isn’t supposed to look manicured,” she 

said. “We’re helping nature, we’re not controlling nature.”

Another carefully manicured element that contributes to the 

splendor of the Court of Abundance — the 60-year-old yew 

tree. 

“This particular yew tree has been allowed to grow in its 

natural form,” said Bryan. “It has never been hedged. Its 

natural form is these beautiful, long branches with needle-like 

leaves that drape off the branches. It’s a stunning tree.”

“I try to bring several things to every garden,” said Bryan “A 

scent, a f lower — something beautiful to look at — and to not 

have everything blooming at once, but something blooming all 

the time, even in the wintertime. There’s always something to 

look at. It’s really this layer effect and you have to think about 

what is going to bloom each season and what is going to work 

in the space.” H+G

The Allied Arts Guild is at 75 Arbor Road in Menlo Park. It 

is open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit  

www.alliedartsguild.org for more information. 

At top, a bright rhododendron shows its pop of spring color. Fruit trees throughout 
the garden blossom in early spring. Garden Director Kathleen Bryan tries to make 
sure there is always something in bloom somewhere in the garden.

S I G H T  O F  I N S P I R A T I O N

(continued from page 26)
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Top 1% Coldwell Banker

All Listings
are SOLD

761 THORSEN CT.
Represented the Seller

25463 ADOBE LN., 
LOS ALTOS HILLS

Represented the Seller

153 FREMONT AVE.,
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Buyer

978 HIGHLANDS CIR., 
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Seller

454 ORANGE AVE.
Represented the Seller

466 APRICOT LN., 
MOUNTAIN VIEW

Represented the Buyer

1585 CAROB LN., 
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Buyer

1223 HERITAGE CT.
Represented the Seller

1575 GRANT RD.
Represented the Seller

998 LEIGHTON AVE., 
SUNNYVALE

Represented the Buyer

KINGSLEY, 
LOS ALTOS HILLS

Represented the Buyer

1 ADOBE CREEK WY.
Represented the Seller

945 YORKSHIRE DR., 
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Seller

660 COVINGTON RD.
Represented the Seller

13826 TEMPLETON PL., 
LOS ALTOS HILLS

Represented the Buyer

736 BRENTWOOD PL.,  
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Buyer

1204 EUREKA CT.
Represented the Seller

733 EHRHORN AVE., 
MOUNTAIN VIEW

Represented the Seller

650-917-5811 Direct
terricouture.com
terri.couture@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01090940

I have been busy in your neighborhood!
If you are thinking of buying or selling, call me!

945 LORNE WY., 
SUNNYVALE

Represented the Buyer
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Art For The Floor

Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.
650.327.5040  |  STEPHENMILLERGALLERY.COM  |  MENLO PARK
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