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Chemical industry targets
Mountain View TCE cleanup
SUPERFUND SITE’S HIGH COSTS CITED BY INDUSTRY;
TRUMP ASKED TO ROLL BACK EPA STANDARDS
“This is not about manufacturing jobs, this is about liability,”
resident Donald Trump’s said Mountain View Councilpromise to bring back jobs man Lenny Siegel, who is also the
by axing regulations is executive director of the Center
targeting environmental protec- for Public Environmental Overtions on Mountain View’s con- sight. “This is part of an overall
taminated, yet still valuable, real effort by polluters and producers
estate. In recent days, a chemical of toxic substances to roll back
industry lobbying group is nudg- progress that’s been made over
ing federal officials to gut safety many years.”
Although produced only in
standards for trichloroethylene
(TCE), citing the high costs asso- limited quantities these days,
ciated with one of Mountain TCE was widely used as an
industrial degreaser at thousands
View’s Superfund sites.
A March 31 letter sent by the of military and manufacturing
American Chemistry Council sites throughout the last century.
singles out Mountain View’s In Mountain View, it is the leadMiddlef ield-Ellis-Whisman ing contaminant in a string of
(MEW) Superfund site as an Superfund sites near the Moffett
example of environmental reme- Field area, many resulting from
diation that has become a money former semiconductor plants.
EPA officials have classified
pit. The letter criticizes 2014
TCE as a carguidelines by
cinogen
by
the U.S. Environmental Pro- EPA guidelines warn any route of
chronic expotection Agency
to expand the
that even a single sure. Mountain
View’s contamarea
being
monitored for day of TCE exposure inated ground
water plumes
TCE
vapor
could pose health can result in
intrusion in
exposure to
Mountain
View, estimat- risks for early-stage TCE vapors,
especially in
ing it will cost
fetuses.
poorly venti$19 million
lated buildings.
over the next
30 years. By scaling back these TCE is known to cause cancer,
standards, the letter argues, con- among other health problems,
taminated land could more easily including heart defects in chilbe redeveloped and brought back dren born to mothers who were
exposed during critical stages of
into productive use.
But local environmental advo- heart development, according to
cates say the call to deregulate the EPA.
The American Chemical
TCE, a carcinogenic chemical
that is contaminating ground- Council letter does not dispute
water in parts of Mountain View, chronic exposure cases, and
is a ruse that won’t bring back instead it takes aim at a more
manufacturing jobs. They sus- recent push by EPA officials to
pect the real motive is to reduce monitor the short-term health
costs for chemical manufacturers risks of TCE, particularly for
and companies obligated to clean
See TCE CLEANUP, page 6
up toxic sites.
By Mark Noack
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Preschool students in Diana Zapata’s class at Slater Elementary School wait to have their photos taken
on school picture day on April 18. The Mountain View Whisman District is expanding access to its lowcost preschool program.

School district to offer low-cost preschool
MIDDLE AND HIGHER-INCOME FAMILIES NOW ELIGIBLE FOR DISTRICT-RUN PROGRAM
By Kevin Forestieri

C

alling it a blessing for
Mountain View families, Mountain View
Whisman School District
board members gave resounding praise to a plan that will
open up affordable, district-run
preschool to all, regardless of

family income.
Starting in the 2017-18 school
year, 48 students will be accepted into the district’s half-day
preschool program who were
previously barred because their
families earned more than state
and federal income eligibility
requirements allowed. Families who are accepted into the

program will pay a monthly
tuition that is significantly
lower than that of most private
preschools in the area.
The unanimous vote by trustees at the April 6 meeting marks
one of several steps the district
has taken to get around rigid and
See PRESCHOOL, page 6

Council balks at bulky Avalon Bay project
W. MIDDLEFIELD ROAD PLAN WOULD REPLACE PARKING WITH 350 APARTMENTS
By Mark Noack

M

ountain View leaders
are walking a fine line
as they try to dramatically expand the city’s housing
supply without running afoul of
longstanding residents, and that
balancing act played out succinctly on Tuesday night.
In a study session at the April
18 meeting, the City Council
reviewed plans to squeeze nearly
350 new apartments into a site at
555 W. Middlefield Road that’s

INSIDE

already built up with more than
400 homes. Developers with the
firm Avalon Bay presented plans
to nearly double the number of
housing units on the property by
replacing parking lots with a pair
of large, mostly four-story apartment buildings. The property
would also fit in a new 1.5-acre
park.
But other residents in the area
didn’t exactly lay out the welcome
mat. Neighbors to the south of
the property, along Cypress Point
Drive, complained the project’s

design was bland, obstructive
and simply too gigantic. They
also pointed out all the parking
from the proposed project would
be funneled out on their street.
About a half-dozen residents
came to the meeting to urge the
City Council to scale it back.
“I’m adamantly opposed to
making this is a high-density
project; it’s out of the character
to our neighborhood,” said Patti
Powell, a nearby resident. “All of
See AVALON BAY, page 12
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L O S A LTOS H I L L S

$4,895,000

26707 Tanglewood Lane | 4bd/3.5ba
Bogard-Tanigami Team | 650.941.1111

PA L O A LTO

$2,495,000

2150 Dartmouth Street | 3bd/2ba
Janis Ahmadjian-Baer | 650.941.1111

LOS A LTOS

$1,350,000

477 Lassen Drive, Unit 4 | 2bd/2ba
Rick & Suzanne Bell | 650.941.1111

APR.COM

M E N LO PA R K

111 E. Creek Drive | Fourplex
Connie Miller | 650.941.1111
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$1,498,000

1030 Robin Way | 3bd/1.5ba
Jennifer Buenrostro | 650.323.1111

M O U N TA IN V IEW

$1,168,000

675 Rock Court | 2bd/2.5ba
Jerylann Mateo | 650.941.1111
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$3,650,000

L OS ALTOS

$2,598,000

2038 El Sereno Avenue | 5bd/3ba
Jeff Stricker | 650.941.1111

S UN N Y VA L E

$1,399,000

1397 Yukon Drive | 3bd/2ba
Lynn North | 650.941.1111

SA N J OS E

$439,000

3238 Kimber Court, Unit 118 | 2bd/1ba
Cheryl Okuno | 650.941.1111
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Are You
Looking For
A New Dentist?
COURTESY OF WESTERN BALLET

Western Ballet dancers perform “Puss in Boots” and a gala featuring
new works this weekend in Atherton.

WESTERN BALLET’S
SPRING SHOWS
Mountain View’s Western Ballet will premiere its new fulllength story ballet, “Puss in
Boots,” based on the classic tale
about a tricky feline who helps
its master win a princess’ heart,
on April 22 and 23 at 1 p.m. at
Menlo Atherton Center for Performing Arts (555 Middlefield
Road, Atherton). The show is
suitable for all ages. On April 22
at 7 p.m., also at Menlo Atherton,
the ballet company will perform
its annual Gala Celebration (suitable for adults and teens), featuring new pieces by Vicente Nebrada, Michel Fokine, and Artistic Director, Alexi Zubiria. A
courtyard reception will follow.
For tickets to either show, go to
westernballet.org/performances.

‘THE COLORADO’
Stanford Live unites art, sociology, history and ecology with a
screening of Murat Eyuboglu’s
documentary “The Colorado,” on
Friday, April 21, at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, April 22, at 7:30 p.m. at
Bing Concert Hall (327 Lasuen
St.). Accompanied by a live score
performed on stage by the vocalists Roomful of Teeth, percussionist Glenn Kotche (Wilco) and
a variety of composers, Eyuboglu
takes his audience through the
Colorado River Basin to show
how climate change has affected
this natural resource, as well as
to explore its vital significance to
the American West. This screening is part of the “Imagining the
West” series. Tickets are $15-65.
Go to live.stanford.edu/calendar/
april-2017/colorado.

EARTH DAY ON THE BAY
The Marine Science Institute
(500 Discovery Parkway, Redwood City) is hosting an Earth
Day celebration for families
on Saturday, April 22, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be live
music by The Hipwaders, arts
and crafts, games, food for sale,

Voices
A R O U N D T O W N
will return.

and a chance to learn about the
different sharks in our oceans
and to pet the ones that spend
time in our Bay. Take an Earth
Day EcoVoyage on the Bay at 10
a.m., 1 p.m. or 3 p.m., where a net
will be cast to humanely catch a
sample of the creatures below for
observation. Admission is free;
cruises are $20, for ages 5 and up.
Go to sfbaymsi.org/earthday.

99

$

New
Patient
cial
Special

A $366 Value!!

Includes Dental Exam, X-Rays
X-Rayys &
Professional Teeth Cleaning
eaninng
Offer valid for new patients only.
y.
Second opinions welcome. Some restrictions
ns may
maay apply.
appply.

WE HAVE A
SOLUTION!
CALL SMILES DENTAL
TO LEARN MORE!

PALO ALTO EARTH DAY
FESTIVAL
The city’s Earth Day celebration
will kick off at the Palo Alto Baylands Athletic Center with The
Great Race for Saving Water, a 5K
and walk-a-thon, on April 22, at 9
a.m. The festival will include art,
live music, prizes, zoo animals,
bike tours, bird walks and food.
Those who bike to the event will
be offered free bike tune-ups,
repairs, a guided bike tour and
raffle tickets. Race registration
costs $15-$20. Proceeds for this
event will go to the San Francisco
nonprofit, The Tuolumne River
Trust, which promotes stewardship of the Tuolumne river in
California’s Central Valley. Go to
cityofpaloalto.org/earthday.

HAVING
TROUBLE WITH
SNORING/SLEEPING?

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A
C
C i & Calderon
C ld
Mountain View ( Corner
off El Camino
)

SmilesDental.com | 650.665.5001

Grifﬁn’s knows how to ﬁx it
right the FIRST TIME
C e l e b r a t i n g 5 3 Ye a r s i n M o u n t a i n Vi e w

‘BEFORE THE FLOOD’
SCREENING
Palo Alto’s Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom (WILPF) will host a free
screening of “Before the Flood,” a
Leonardo DiCaprio and National
Geographic film about climate
change, on Saturday, April 22, at
3:15 p.m., at Palo Alto’s Mitchell
Park Library (3700 Middlefield
Road). The film was chosen as a
part of WILPF’s theme of “Peace
and Planet Before Profit” and
will serve as part of WILPF’s
national solidarity activities. The
Palo Alto Branch of WILPF usually meets the second Saturday of
each month at 11 a.m. For more
information, go to http://tinyurl.
com/WILPF-pa.
—Sophie Pollock and
Sarah Mason

10%
Our highly trained technicians service
most makes and models
• Free check engine light
testing
• Free brake inspections
• Free air conditioning
inspections
• 36 month or 36,000 mile
guarantee

• Free pickup and delivery
for regular service
• Free rental car for major
repairs
• Free shuttle services
• Specials for ﬁrst time
customers

Off

ENTIRE

SERVICE
On labor and
OEM parts
only - call for
details.

Certiﬁed and guaranteed

2423 Old Middleﬁeld Way, Mountain View

GRIFFIN’S (650) 961-8657
behind Bajis Café

SEE MORE
ONLINE
MountainViewOnline.com

AUTO REPAIR

www.grifﬁnsauto.com/testimonials
Mon - Fri 8AM–5PM • Sat 9AM–2PM
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Top news
and local
hot picks

The local
news you
care about
is one click
away.
Receive
information on
what’s happening
in your community
by email every day.

QCRIMEBRIEFS

TWO-ALARM FIRE DAMAGES LOS ALTOS HOME
A fire caused hundreds of thousands of dollars of damage to
a Los Altos home Saturday afternoon, a county fire captain said
Monday.
The two-alarm fire was reported around 4 p.m. on Casita Way
near the city’s border with Mountain View.
Santa Clara County Fire Capt. Bill Murphy said the fire caused
about $300,000 to $400,000 in damage to the two-story home.
The blaze destroyed the garage and damaged both floors of the
residence, but the home will not need to be demolished, according
to Murphy.
No one was injured. Investigators know the fire started in the
garage but won’t be able to determine what sparked it because the
fire caused too much damage there, Murphy said.
Investigators do not suspect the fire was a result of arson.
—Bay City News Service

JURY TRIAL FOR DRIVER IN FATAL CRASH
A criminal case is moving forward against Los Altos resident
Glenn Kawaguchi, the driver involved in a 2015 crash that killed
a woman at El Monte Avenue. He is facing one count of vehicular
manslaughter based on police officials’ conclusion that he failed
to yield to a pedestrian. The victim, Michelle Montalvo, 54, was
crossing the street at the time. According to the police report,
Kawaguchi was not intoxicated at the time, and he handed over
his cellphone to show he wasn’t texting or chatting while driving.
See CRIME BRIEFS, page 8

Sign up today at
MountainViewOnline.com
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ASSAULT WITH ATTEMPT TO
RAPE

Healthy Teeth and Gums
That Last a Lifetime!
•
•
•
•

Experienced and Gentle
Dentist, and Friendly Staff
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STOLEN VEHICLE

GRAND THEFT

TERRORIST THREATS

600 block N. Whisman Rd., 4/11
2400 block Grant Rd., 4/11

200 block S. Rengstorff Av., 4/12

VANDALISM

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY

200 block S. Rengstorff Av., 4/12
Farley St. & San Luis Av., 4/14

300 block Escuela Av., 4/11

1 block Murlagan Av., 4/12

RIVAL RACQUET SPORTS COMPETE

Saturday Appointments
Available

Best
of
MOUNTAIN

2014

THE VOICE

cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

1100 block N. Rengstorff Av., 4/11
900 block W. El Camino Real, 4/11

QCOMMUNITYBRIEFS

Free Consultations and
Second Opinions

VIEW

2016

Conveniently located
650.969.6077
in Downtown Mountain View dentalfabulous.com
756 California Street, Suite B
Mountain View 94041

AUTO BURGLARY

New Patients Welcome!

Voted Best
Dentist
Don’t Wait! Call 650.969.6077
for your appointment today!

1000 block N. Rengstorff Av., 4/11

400 block Franklin St., 4/11
300 block Escuela Av., 4/12
500 block San Antonio Rd., 4/14
1 block Showers Dr., 4/14

It was the kind of crowd that must have made the Parks and
Recreation Commission tread lightly last week — a fired-up
group of about 50 seniors, many wielding paddles.
The group came out to the commission’s April 12 meeting to
advocate for more pickleball courts, either by building new ones
or by repurposing the tennis courts at Rengstorff Park.
It’s an issue that has been hotly debated between the two rival
racquet sports. For at least two years, a growing club of pickleball
fans have been using the Rengstorff Park tennis courts. But tennis
players have protested the new sport taking over courts intended
for a different game.
The Parks Commission recommended creating three pickleball
courts at Rengstorff Park and exploring options for repurposing
some tennis courts.
—Mark Noack

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300.
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El Camino considers
governance shake-up

HOSPITAL OFFICIALS SAY MORE AREAS OF EXPERTISE
ARE NEEDED IN CHALLENGING HEALTH CARE WORLD
By Kevin Forestieri

I
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Emily Ramos, a Mountain View renter who was selected to serve on the new Rental Housing
Committee, will be one of five members overseeing the roll-out of Measure V rent control.

Could city’s tenants get a rent refund?
TENANT ADVOCATES SAY LAWSUIT BLOCKED FOUR MONTHS OF ROLLBACK
By Mark Noack

S

tarting next month, rents
on thousands of Mountain View apartments are
expected to roll back to 2015
rates as part of the city’s sweeping Measure V rent control law.
But tenants could soon be making the case that they deserve
some compensation for the
months that the measure was
delayed by an ongoing lawsuit.
Attorneys for the Mountain
View Tenants Coalition say they
are researching whether a legal
case can be made that tenants
should be paid back some of
their rent going back as far as
December. But sorting out this
question could take months

and possibly more litigation for
a matter already being fought in
the courts.
“There’s a possibility that tenants may be entitled to some
recoupment between the effective date of Measure V,” said
Juliet Brodie, an attorney who
co-authored the measure. “The
question is: What is the effective
date of Measure V?”
This will be no small question.
With about 15,000 apartments
qualifying for the rent rollback,
it is likely that millions of dollars are at stake depending on
how Measure V’s language is
interpreted.
After Mountain View voters
approved Measure V in November, the new law was set to take

effect on Dec. 23. Besides imposing just-cause eviction policies
and capping rent increases,
Measure V included a provision
to rewind apartment rents back
to whatever tenants were paying
in October 2015.
That effort was abruptly halted Dec. 22, when the California Apartment Association
obtained a temporary restraining order as part of its lawsuit
against the measure.
The rent control measure
remained in limbo until two
weeks ago when Judge William
Elfving denied a request to continue blocking Measure V until
the lawsuit is concluded. He
See RENT REFUND, page 13

n a bid to stay one step ahead
in the competitive health care
market, elected officials and
top staff at El Camino Hospital
say it may be time to put more
experts on the board of directors.
But the decision could roll back
the direct oversight voters have
over the community hospital’s
operations.
Starting this week, more than
90,000 homes in Mountain View,
Sunnyvale, Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills will receive a mailer
from the El Camino Healthcare
District asking for public input
on a changes to the structure of
El Camino Hospital’s board of
directors, which is charged with
governance and fiscal oversight
of the nonprofit hospital.
Under the proposal, El Camino
Healthcare District board members would appoint additional
members to the hospital’s board
of directors, saying it would give
the hospital some badly needed
experts to make decisions about
the future of the hospital. What
implications these changes could
have, however, is a tricky without
knowing what separates the district from the hospital.
The El Camino Healthcare District is a special tax district that
extends into most of northern
Santa Clara County, and was created in order to finance construction of the original hospital campus. The district has five elected
members on its board of directors, and collects roughly $22
million in taxpayer funds each

year to pay for ongoing hospital
construction as well as grants to
local health programs and initiatives. To this day, the district still
owns the land under the hospital’s Mountain View campus and
leases it to the hospital.
Each health care district board
member serves a dual role on
El Camino Hospital’s board of
directors, giving voters quite a
bit of sway on hospital decisions.
In 2012, the health care district’s
board of directors agreed that
they may not be best-suited to
make tough decisions on how to
sustain and grow the hospital,
given the increasing complexity
of health care and steep competition from neighboring hospitals
in the area.
To overcome this gap in expertise, the district board agreed to
appoint three additional members to the hospital board who
can bring something extra to
the table — whether it be a background in medicine, business,
technology, nursing or public
policy. The hospital’s CEO also
serves as the ninth member.
The 2012 shake-up came when
the hospital was in the early stages of adjusting to major changes
under the Affordable Care Act,
which, among other things, proposed future cuts to Medicare
reimbursement rates and put a
greater emphasis on preventive
care.
District board member David
Reeder, who served on the board
at the time, said he felt there was a
See EL CAMINO, page 8

Suspect charged in Mountain View Voice
Online hacking case
By Embarcadero Media staff

A

34-year-old San Francisco man was arraigned
on April 11 in federal
District Court for the Sept. 17,
2015, hacking of Mountain View
Voice online and other websites
operated by Embarcadero Media,
the Palo Alto-based publisher of
community newspapers, including the Voice.
Ross M. Colby was charged

by a federal grand jury in a
sealed five-count indictment on
Thursday, April 6, following an
18-month investigation by the
FBI’s Computer Hacking and
Intellectual Property unit in
San Jose. The indictment was
unsealed on April 11.
At the arraignment, Colby
entered a plea of not guilty,
posted a $50,000 bond and was
released. He was represented
by Palo Alto criminal defense

attorney Vicki Young and will
appear before U.S. District Judge
Lucy Koh in San Jose for a status
conference on May 24.
Colby is charged with one felony
for intentional damage to a protected computer, another for
attempted damage to a protected
computer and three misdemeanors for obtaining information
from a protected computer.
See HACKING, page 18

This image appeared on Embarcadero Media’s hacked websites,
including the Mountain View Voice Online.
April 21, 2017 Q Mountain View Voice Q MountainViewOnline.com Q
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Continued from page 1

unrealistic income requirements
associated with state-funded preschool, which are largely the same
across California, despite the
high cost of living in Silicon Valley. Families making more than
$4,494 in gross monthly income
— about $54,000 a year — are
ineligible for free state preschool
in the upcoming school year,
despite being classified as “very
low income” based on Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
guidelines for Santa Clara County.
Earlier this year, the school
board agreed to relinquish
$238,000 in preschool funding
from the Head Start program
because it tied 68 free preschool
seats to an even lower threshold
of a $24,300 annual income for
a family of four. Because living
within the district’s boundaries
on such a low income is nearly
impossible, most of the Head

Start-funded spaces remained
empty.
The school district agreed to
accept students from families
who exceeded the state income
eligibility requirements, with
monthly fees to keep the program
revenue-neutral. California law
also requires these so-called overincome families pay at least as
much as the district is reimbursed
for state-subsidized preschool,
according to Terri Wallace, the
preschool director for the district.
Under the approved fee schedule, those families with an annual
income at or below $61,800 will
pay a monthly fee of $425, families making between $61,812 and
$103,488 annually pay $500 a
month and families making over
$103,488 pay $575 a month.
Board member Ellen Wheeler
praised the district for the decision to expand preschool access,
calling it a “revolutionary” move
toward supporting early childhood learning. She said Mountain

e
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FComposting Classes
Mountain View
Senior Center
266 Escuela Avenue
Saturday morning class 10am – Noon

May 6th
Please pre-register for classes by going to
www.ucanr.edu/compost
or call 408-918-4640
Compost Bins for sale — $65.00

Learn about:
• Turning leaves, grass &
kitchen scraps into rich
compost
• What can go into your pile
• How to tell when the
compost is ready
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• How to use compost
• Types of compost bins,
including worm bins

Recycling & Waste Reduction Commission
of Santa Clara County
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View Whisman is well ahead
of the curve compared to other
school districts in the county
for improving access to affordable preschool, and using available classroom space and district
funds to support as many young
students as possible.
“We’re in a fairly unique place
where we have some money to
add to state preschool funding
and we have a good number of
families that will be happy to pay
our sliding-scale rates,” Wheeler
said in an email to the Voice last
week.
Those rates will be a blessing to
the dozens of families who make
it into the program starting this
year, board member Tamara Wilson said at the April 6 meeting.
Wilson said she recently wrapped
up paying for private preschool
for her child on a single income,
and that the rates adopted by the
district are “ridiculously low”
by comparison. A report by the
district in 2015 found that local
private schools in the area charge
from $770 to $1,300 a month
for similar half-day preschool
programs.
A majority of the Mountain
View Whisman board members
have been staunch supporters of
increasing access to preschool,
calling it a necessary move to
closing the student achievement
gap in elementary and middle
school. A report released last year
by a group called the Right Start
Commission found that students
from lower-income families who
don’t have access to preschool or
child care are already behind their
higher-income peers when they
start kindergarten, with a gap
in listening comprehension and
vocabulary skills.
A report released in May last
year by Stanford University found
that the K-8 Mountain View

Whisman School District had one
of the largest achievement gaps in
the United States, cementing the
need to take measures to reduce
the achievement gap as soon as
possible. Preschool expansion
was actually a goal for the following year, said Superintendent
Ayinde Rudolph, but there was a
concerted effort to complete it in
time for the 2017-18 school year.
Rather than wait for California to make a big investment in
early childhood education, many
school districts in Santa Clara
County are taking the initiative
to improve and expand existing
preschool programs on their own,
said Matt Tinsley, director of the
early education advocacy group
Strong Start. Alum Rock Union
School District in San Jose, for
example, is working on the idea
of universal preschool for its prekindergarten program using its
existing resources.
Last month, the Santa Clara
County Board of Supervisors
agreed to explore the possibility
of creating universital access to
child care, education and health
care for children up to age 8. Only
56 percent of Santa Clara County
children aged 3 and 4 attend
preschool, and only 56 percent
of third-graders are reading at
grade level, showing a strong link
between early childhood education and future academic performance, according to a county staff
report.
“For school districts, it’s the
single most effective thing you
can do to get kids ready for school
and close the achievement gap,”
Tinsley said.
In addition to preschool expansion at Mountain View Whisman, the income limits for statesubsidized preschool are also set
to change in Santa Clara County
later this year. Assembly bill 2368,

authored by former state Assemblyman Rich Gordon, authorizes
Santa Clara County to raise the
income ceiling for families seeking a spot in the state preschool
program. The final approval to
raise the threshold is expected in
July, Wallace said, which would
shift the district’s new fee schedule upward.
Fall enrollment for preschool
began a few weeks ago, and preschool expansion has helped push
the waiting list down from 120
families in February to 80 families, Wallace told the Voice in an
email Monday. All parents eligible
for state-subsidized preschool
have been given a spot, and there’s
still some seats available.
Wallace encouraged overincome families to apply, and
said the changes under AB 2368
are likely to free up some space.
What’s more, she said, many
families have been on the waiting list for more than a year,
and some have either moved
away or enrolled their chilren in
other programs. More information is online at www.mvwsd.org/
preschools.
Although preschool expansion has been a good step in the
right direction, Wheeler said she
wants to encourage the district
to move toward offering full-day
preschool. County and district
staff say licensing for full-day is
more complicated and expensive,
she said, but it would be a boon for
families who could use a helping
hand with child care.
“Providing half a day of high
quality preschool is better than
what most school districts are able
to provided ... but working families still grapple with finding good
child care while they are at work,”
she said.
Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

TCE CLEANUP

representatives said.
“The EPA has developed potential cancer risk estimates for
lifetime exposure to TCE which
are a more appropriate basis for
evaluating indoor air levels,”
wrote Steve Risotto, American
Chemistry Council senior director, in an email to the Voice.
The chemistry council is not
the only industry group to criticize these short-term health
risks. In 2015, the Silicon Valley
Leadership Group sent a letter
to local EPA officials urging
further evaluation of the “costs
and benefits” of mitigating shortterm health risks, noting it would
cost upward of “$100 million” to
implement. Like the chemistry
council, the SVLG also was skeptical of the testing data linking
TCE to birth defects.
The new letter from the American Chemical Council was sent
to the U.S. Department of Commerce in response to a request

for regulations that could be
cut to specifically to restore
domestic manufacturing. It
remains unclear exactly how
Trump administration officials
intend to act on any submitted
suggestions.
Siegel said a formal reversal
of established guidelines would
take time, but the EPA policies
could be revised through alternate means. Staffing and budgeting could easily be redirected
away from TCE monitoring to
other priorities, he said.
“By mentioning our local sites,
this is a reminder that our
environmental protections are
severely threatened,” Siegel said.
The EPA has already become a
main target of Trump’s push to
curb government regulation. The
president’s proposed 2018 budget
calls for wiping out $2 billion of
the agency’s $8.1 billion budget.
Email Mark Noack at
mnoack@mv-voice.com

Continued from page 1

pregnant women in the first
trimester. Starting in 2011, the
agency issued guidelines warning that even a single day of TCE
exposure could pose health risks
for early-stage fetuses. These
guidelines became the basis for
a regimen of indoor air monitoring throughout hundreds of
offices and residences in Mountain View. In 2013 it was discovered that a building housing
Google employees, including
some pregnant ones, had been
exposed to elevated TCE levels.
The American Chemical Council urged the Trump
administration to scale back TCE
guidelines to monitor only longterm health risks. The short-term
dangers were based on “flawed”
toxicity studies on rats that
assumed individuals had already
experienced long-term exposure,

V
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Continued from page 5

need to have more “subject-matter
experts” to help guide the district
through a rapidly changing health
care environment. Looking back,
he said it was the right call to
expand the hospital board.
“It turned out to be a very good
decision. The people who we got
on the board made a huge difference because they knew what was
going on in health care,” Reeder
said.
The expert board member
positions are open to anyone,
not just residents of the hospital
district.
El Camino’s mailer outlines
three potential options. The first
is to leave the hospital board
model alone, and keep membership at five district board members, three appointed members
and the CEO. The second option
would be to simply appoint two
more members to the board,

raising the total to 11. The
third option is to retain a ninemember board, but replace two
elected district members with
two appointed directors.
Strong revenues
The move to further add
appointed members to the hospital board is described as an
important step towards watching
out for El Camino’s long-term
sustainability, and advancing the
“health and well-being” of the
local community, according to
a Q&A on the district’s website.
Although the hospital appears
to be doing well financially, the
website goes on to say that independent hospitals like El Camino
aren’t exactly on comfortable
footing: revenue is declining
because of changes in reimbursement rates, insurance constraints
and a decreasing numbers of
patients for certain services.
“As an independent, nonprofit
community hospital, El Camino

City of Mountain View
The Mountain View City Council has scheduled a Budget
Study Session for Thursday, April 27, 2017 to consider
the Fiscal Year 2017-18 recommended budgets for the
General Operating, Development Services, Shoreline
Golf Links, Shoreline Regional Park Community, Water,
Wastewater and Solid Waste Management Funds, including
recommended utility rate adjustments, City Reserves
and related fee recommendations. The study session is
scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the
matter can be heard, in the Council Chambers of City Hall,
500 Castro Street, Mountain View.
If you are unable to attend the meeting but would like the
City Council and staff to know your views, please send a
letter to the City Council at P.O. Box 7540, Mountain View,
CA 94039 or an e-mail to city.clerk@mountainview.gov by
4:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 27, 2017.

Hospital is one of the few remaining locally-controlled health care
institutions,” the website states.
The district’s financial reports
don’t exactly paint a dreary picture, however. The latest financial reports for the 2016-17 fiscal
year show the hospital’s operating income to date are $33.5
million more than budgeted,
and the approved budget for the
year anticipates a 4.9 percent
improvement reimbursement
rates among privately insured
“commercial payers,” which
make up 72 percent of the hospital’s net revenue.
But there’s no guarantee that
El Camino will continue to have
lucrative years, enabling it to
stow away tens of millions of dollars for future projects, according to hospital officials. Reeder
said the level of uncertainty in
health care has only increased,
and changes in the field could
be “quite dramatic” in the near
future. At the same time, he said,
the hospital has continued to
expand and grow in a way that
makes it tough to manage without more experienced hands on
deck.
“It becomes more important
with an $800 million-a-year
company to have a governance
board based on competency
and not just political elections,”
Reeder said.
Under both proposed changes,
the district board members managing the hospital would become
a minority bloc, raising questions
about the district’s role if the
elected board cedes further control of the hospital’s operations to
appointed members. Mountain
View City Councilwoman Margaret Abe-Koga told the Voice

The report will be available on Friday, April 21, 2017 on
the City’s website at
http://www.mountainview.gov/depts/fasd/budget/current.asp
Copies of the report will be available for review by 5:00
p.m. on Friday, April 21, 2017 at City Hall in the City
&OHUN·V2IÀFH&DVWUR6WUHHWUGÁRRU0RXQWDLQ9LHZ
during normal business hours, and during public hours at
the Mountain View Public Library, 585 Franklin Street,
Mountain View.
The City of Mountain View Fiscal Year 2017-18 Budget
Schedule remaining (tentative) is as follows:
April 27 Study Session: Fiscal Year 2017-18 Narrative
Budget Report – General Operating Fund, Other
General, Special and Utility Enterprise Funds,
Reserves, and General Operating Fund Forecast

June 13
June 20
8

Study Session: Proposed FY2017-18, Planned
FY2018-19 through FY2021-22 Capital
Improvement Program
Public Hearing: Proposed Budget
Public Hearings: Proposition 218 rate hearing,
CIP Adoption and Budget Adoption
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Monday that the hospital has
been operating pretty independently from the district since the
original campus was built — barring capital improvements and
seismic retrofits — and that the
move towards adding appointed
members throws into question
why the district even needs to
exist.
“If the hospital is going to have
a majority of non-elected members, it could essentially run as an
independent hospital,” Abe-Koga
said. “It really brings into question the necessity of the district
to continue.”
Abe-Koga served on the Local
Area Formation Commission
(LAFCo) during a service review
of El Camino Healthcare District
in 2012, which criticized the El
Camino Healthcare District for
its lack of transparency in how
it handled taxpayer funds. The
review came one year after a
Santa Clara County Civil Grand
Jury report found the district and
nonprofit hospital corporation
didn’t do enough to distinguish
themselves from one another,
despite one agency receiving
taxpayer funds.
The LAFCo review was fairly
neutral about the district adding
board members to the hospital board, Abe-Koga said, even
though the decision happened
parallel to the service review and
transparency measures taken by
the district.
In any of the chosen scenarios,
the hospital’s corporate board
will continue to follow California’s open meeting laws, even
if there is only a minority of
district board members serving
on the hospital board, according
to Kelsey Martinez, director of
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marketing and communications
for the hospital.
Reserve powers
Board members and hospital officials have kept quiet
on the idea of changing the
hospital’s governance structure in recent years, and only
recently revealed the proposed
changes under consideration.
The district is working with
the company Nygren Consulting to consider changing the
composition of the board, and
in March held a closed session agenda item with Nygren
staff to talk about hospital
governance. The item was
held in closed session because
of “health care facility trade
secrets.”
In 2014, the district board
held a robust discussion on the
possible effects of changing the
hospital corporation’s board,
and what it might mean to have
elected officials in the minority.
District board member Dennis
Chiu asked what would happen,
hypothetically, if the hospital
board decided to close the
behavioral health department
because it wasn’t in the financial interest in the hospital, in
spite of a major disagreement by
the district board.
No matter what structural
changes are made to the hospital board, the district still
maintains several of what are
called “reserve powers” over the
hospital, including the appointment of the hospital CEO, the
appointment and removal of
hospital directors, and the sale
of hospital assets. Any decision
health care district board members disagree with can be met
by simply changing the slate of
appointed members.
Members of the public are
encouraged to weigh in on the
decision, which will come to the
district board for possible action
at the May 15 board meeting.
Information about the governance changes under consideration, and the opportunity to
comment, is available online at
elcaminohealthcaredistrict.org.
Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com
V

CRIME BRIEFS
JOIN AVENIDAS VILLAGE!

Stay active, safe, and connected in your own home,
knowing you can rely on Avenidas Village for:
• 24/7 Support
• Network of Trusted Vendors
• Daily Social Call

• Social & Cultural Activities
• Medical Advocacy
• Transportation Assistance

TO LEARN MORE:
Avenidas Village Coffee Chats
Thursday, Apr. 20, 2pm
Thursday, May 18, 10am
www.avenidasvillage.org

(650) 289-5405

Continued from page 4

If convicted, he could face up
to a year in jail, as well as fines.
His case was originally scheduled to go to trial in February,
but it was delayed due to witness
unavailability. The case was
again postponed at the request
of Kawaguchi’s attorney. It is now
scheduled to go to a jury trial on
May 8, according to the Santa
Clara County District Attorney’s
office.
—Mark Noack
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FREE
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or lesser value FREE. Pints, Quarts, Specialties excluded. Expires 8/31/17

241 B Castro Street • Mountain View • 650-969-2900
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OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Lattes
& Gourmet Snacks

REINVENTING AN EICHLER ATRIUM FOR 21ST-CENTURY LIVING
595 Almond Avenue, Los Altos
Thoughtfully remodeled and expanded, the heart of this sophisticated Eichler home of approx. 3,100 sq. feet (per project data) is the
soaring A-frame atrium originally conceived by renowned architect Claude Oakland. With 5 bedrooms, 2.5 updated bathrooms, a sleek
new kitchen, multiple skylights, LED lighting, and inspired new flooring selections, the original appeal of this Mid-Century Modern
design has been preserved and enhanced. The private property of over 16,000 sq. ft. (per project data) features a sparkling pool, a
covered patio, a large lawn, and heritage trees that complement the brilliant indoor/outdoor design that would become Joseph Eichler’s
trademark. This central location lies near premier Los Altos schools, popular parks, and charming downtown Los Altos.

Offered at $2,488,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

w w w. 5 9 5 A lmo nd . c o m

6 5 0 . 4 8 8 . 7 3 2 5 | i n f o @ d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | w w w. d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | C a l B R E # 0 1 8 5 4 8 8 0
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659 Tennyson Avenue, Palo Alto
Distinguished Home Boasts Incredible Location
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of entertaining and living space, and the outdoor retreats are private and inviting. Easily reach Caltrain, Stanford University, Palo
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For video tour & more photos, please visit:
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Offered at $4,488,000
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Gourmet
Snacks
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New detour ahead for Stevens Creek Trail
By Kevin Forestieri

T

rail users tired of detouring
off the Stevens Creek and
onto city streets can celebrate, after the Mountain View
City Council agreed Tuesday on a
temporary path through a neighboring hotel property.
For months, bicyclists and
pedestrians traveling along
Stevens Creek Trail have been
banned from the trail segment
between El Camino Real and
Yuba Drive. Powerful rain storms
in January caused a portion of the
bank to collapse into the creek,

leaving only a small area between
the trail and a steep drop. The city
closed off the small length of trail
on Jan. 13 because it posed a safety
hazard.
The plan, which council members approved unanimously at
the April 18 meeting, sets aside
$175,000 to build a fenced,
asphalt bypass through the
Extended Stay Hotel property
east of the damaged creek bank,
giving trail users a way of circumnavigating without being
steered onto busy city streets.
The existing detour directs people onto westbound El Camino

Real and Yuba Drive, hardly
an ideal path for bicyclists and
pedestrians, according to Bruce
Hurlburt, the city’s parks and
open space manager.
“It’s not the best detour in the
world because you’re putting folks
in the wrong direction, sometimes on the sidewalk,” he said.
Councilwoman Pat Showalter,
who lives near the southern end
of the trail, said she’s had to use
the existing detour, and that new
bypass is a much better option.
“The (detour) we currently have
is very awkward and kind of scary,
so I’m really happy to see this

Last-minute change to rental committee
By Mark Noack

A

fter months of evaluating
candidates, the Mountain View City Council
on Tuesday formally appointed
members to its Rental Housing
Committee, a largely independent
panel that will take on the complex job of administering citywide
rent control.
Selecting committee members
has been a divisive issue for
council members, and the April
18 meeting was no different. The

AVALON BAY

Continued from page 1

these cars are going to be coming
out along Cypress Point Drive,
and the road can’t handle it.”
Residents in the Willowgate
neighborhood had other reasons
to worry. City staff pointed out
that the area has two other huge
housing projects in the pipeline
— a 711-unit project at 777 W.
Middlefield Road and tentative
plans to build 1,000 apartments
at the Shenandoah Square site.
Council members took some of
the public’s concerns to heart, but
they weren’t willing to scuttle the

alternative put together,” she said.
The Santa Clara Valley Water
District is in charge of permanent repairs to the bank and
restoration of the trail, but relief
isn’t expected anytime soon. No
schedule for bank repairs is in
place, and water district staff is
still designing repairs to the creek
bank, according to Mike Fuller,
public works director for the city.
Repairs must be done during the
dry summer months, Fuller said,
so it’s a question whether they
will be made this summer or next
summer.
The detour will be 10 feet wide
wherever possible to keep the size
of the trail consistent, but it will
narrow and split about halfway

through in order to prevent tree
removal. The city will be granted
a temporary trail easement for
$20,000 for one year, with the
ability to extend it on a month-tomonth basis.
The city awarded the $129,000
contract to construct the path to
O’Grady Paving without going
through the traditional bidding
process, citing a city charter section that allows the public works
to move quickly on projects that
are of “urgent necessity for the
preservation of life, health or
property.”
With no major weather-related
delays, the detour should be ready
to use by the end of June, according to city staff.
Margaret Abe-Koga.
But a thin majority on the council threw their support behind the
late change. In a series of 4-3 votes,
the council appointed Ramos,
Means, Grunewald, Honey and
Ortiz to four-year terms on the
committee, with Pardo de Zela
as the alternate. Means and Ortiz
were selected to serve the shorter,
two-year terms.
The Rental Housing Committee
is expected to convene its first
meeting in May, when it will
appoint committee officers and
begin establishing rules for
enforcing the Measure V rent
control program.
But the scope of the project left
some council members apprehensive, leaving it unclear whether
they would support the apartment project in a future decision.
“I do hesitate at the size of this,”
Abe-Koga said. “I know things
have changed and there’s an
increased interest in more housing, but we’re looking at three
projects in the area with high
density.”
Since this was a study session,
the council could not take a vote
to approve the project. The 555 W.
Middlefield project is expect to
come back to the City Council in
the near future.

appointments squeezed through
by a thin 4-3 margin after the
council majority made a lastminute change to their committee
picks made at a previous meeting.
Councilman Chris Clark said
he was open to changing the five
committee members, and one
extra alternate, to provide more
balance.
“I still have some reservations
with the makeup and balance,
and I just want to register that,”
he said. “I appreciate the process
we went through, but the mix is

not ideal.”
Specifically, the rental committee was lacking in renters, he said.
Coming into the meeting, the
council’s choices were Tech Museum coordinator Emily Ramos,
a renter; attorney Julian Pardo
de Zela and former City Council member Tom Means, both
homeowners; LinkedIn manager
Matthew Grunewald, an apartment owner; and Vanessa Honey,
a property manager for MPM
Corporation.
Evan Ortiz, a Google account

manager who helped lead the successful campaign for the Measure
V rent control law, was the committee’s alternate member.
At the Tuesday meeting, Clark
suggested promoting Ortiz to
the full committee and bumping
another member. Other council
members soon proposed making
Pardo de Zela the new alternate.
The late change drew an angry
reaction from a trio of council
members who opposed Ortiz
joining the committee.
“We spent an incredible amount
of time going over this ... to
change this now on the dais really
troubles me,” said Councilwoman

project. Several members criticized the boxy, “office-building”
look of the proposed apartments,
urging the Avalon Bay team to
enliven the design. They also
wanted to see larger setbacks, so
the tall new buildings wouldn’t
ruin the view of the neighborhood. The council also suggested
that the developer make every
effort to preserve as many of the
trees on the site as possible.
Traffic proved a thornier issue.
Council members acknowledged
that congestion would only get
worse if the project were built,
and they offered an array of remedies. Councilwoman Margaret

Abe-Koga suggested the developer
could coordinate with the city’s
Transportation Management
Agency, a bike-share project or
the community shuttle to encourage people not to drive. Councilman Lenny Siegel pushed staff
to design the project to include
a future stop for an automatedguideway transit system, a far-off
vision currently being studied by
city staff. He and other council
members said that the project
needed a good connection to the
Stevens Creek Trail.
“Unless I thought we were going
to address (these problems) in
a reasonable way, I wouldn’t be

approving all these projects in one
area,” Siegel said.
Nathan Hong of Avalon Bay
did offer several amenities to
assuage the fears on the council.
Unlike most other large housing
projects, the 555 Middlefield
proposal would retain all of its
existing housing, which helps
avoid the huge displacement of
tenants that’s typical of these
projects. Hong also pointed out
all the future apartments would
be prepared so they could someday be converted to for-sale condominiums, an extra step that
the City Council has frequently
requested.
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May 6-7 • 10 am to 6 pm
ART • MUSIC • FOOD • FAMILY FUN • CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Contemporary Fine Art, Cool Crafts
Stellar Live Music • Kids’ Tons of Fun Zone
Health & Wellness Displays • Farm-Fresh Produce
Fabulous Food & Drink • Home & Garden Exhibits
Organic & Green Products
650-964-3395 • MiramarEvents.com/alacarte • Presented by Mountain View Central Business Association • No Pets Please • Free Admission
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A home away from home
for patients and families
By Kevin Forestieri

A

mid a massive construction overhaul of El Camino Hospital’s Mountain
View campus, hospital officials
are considering a small but compassionate addition to the plans: a
home for patients to stay.
El Camino officials are studying the idea of transforming a
small single-family home near the
southwest corner of the campus
into a patient family residence,
giving families and patients a
comfortable place to stay during
prolonged visits to the hospital.
The feasibility study is expected
to be completed as early as next
month, and the price tag for the
project is estimated to be about
$2.5 million.
Right now, there’s really
nowhere for visiting families to
spend the night, said Ken King,
the hospital’s chief administrative services officer. Years ago,
families could stay in apartments
located behind the hospital, but
that was prior to construction of
the Melchor Pavilion, home of
the hospital’s Heart and Vascular
Institute. Without an alternative,

families traveling to El Camino
from out of town face either a
long, daily trek or spending hundreds of dollars to stay in a hotel.
“We have families with children
and loved ones in the hospital for
long, extended periods of time,”
King said. “It would be a real benefit to them to have a place that’s
close and didn’t cost a fortune or
require them go long distances.”
The property itself is about
1.75 acres of land owned by the
El Camino Healthcare District,
which includes a small, older
single-story home and an adjacent acre of land leased out to St.
Francis High School for parking.
The existing home is used by the
hospital’s RoadRunners transportation program, and would need
to be rebuilt, King said.
Hospital staff are exploring
the idea of having the nonprofit
JW House operate the home,
which runs a similar facility on
the Kaiser Permanente Santa
Clara Medical Center campus.
Last year, JW House provided
nearly 1,000 families with a place
to stay during the day, as well as
overnight lodging for 278 families, according to the nonprofit’s

annual report. Families are asked
to pay a subsidized amount for
each night — $40 — but the fee is
waived if the family can’t afford it.
JW House is in “early discussions” with El Camino Hospital
about the possible partnership,
said Terri Chapman, president of
the JW House’s board of directors. If the hospital does move
forward with a patient family
residence, Chapman said it would
be an exciting opportunity to
expand the nonprofit’s services
and provide a much-needed second location in Silicon Valley for
overnight stays.
“The demand is very high in
this area for these types of services,” Chapman said.
Space has been tight at JW
House’s Santa Clara facility in
recent years, with increasing
demand for limited space for
overnight stays, Chapman said.
Last year JW House had to turn
down 162 families who qualified because the home was at full
capacity. Although JW House is
located on the Kaiser campus,
nearly half of the families that rely
on its services came from other
nearby hospitals.
The Ronald McDonald House
on the Stanford campus serves
a similar purpose. To handle its
long waiting list, it expanded to
double its capacity, a project that

was completed last year.
The El Camino Healthcare District’s board of directors has yet to
discuss or vote on a patient family
residence, and have not considered
the idea beyond a line item for
budget projections, King said. It
could take anywhere from one
year to 18 months to get the project through the approval process
with the city of Mountain View.

Hospital staff are considering the
patient family residence as an
addition to numerous facility
upgrades already in motion on
the Mountain View campus. El
Camino recently broke ground on
its new behavioral health facility,
and just completed site utility
work for a seven-story medical
office building near the center of
its campus.

RENT REFUND

advocates say they are poring
through the language of Measure
V to see if renters can recoup
the difference from up to four
months of higher rents. Brodie
told the Voice that Measure V
explicitly states that its effective
date is “ten days after the vote is
declared by the City Council.”
That would make it Dec. 23, she
said.
This matter could be resolved
by the Rental Housing Committee or possibly through a civil
lawsuit, she said.
Asked about this, City Attorney
Jannie Quinn said Mountain
View officials were not taking
any position, at least for now.
“I think it’s fair to say there’s a
number of issues that will need to
be determined,” she said. “Tenants can decide on their own if
they want to pursue that through
the court process.”

Continued from page 5

ordered that the rent control law
should take effect immediately.
Based on that direction, city officials said they would implement
the law with April 6 as the effective date. For tenants who already
paid rent for April, that means
the rent rollback won’t start until
May.
So far, city officials have taken
a somewhat hands-off approach
to Measure V, looking to tenants
and landlords to sort out the specifics amongst themselves. They
say enforcement won’t come at
least until next month, when
the city’s Rental Housing Committee takes office and begins
implementing the measure’s
policies.
Now that the measure has
been given the green light, tenant

V

V

It’s a wind-wind situation.
Welcome to your new community electricity provider—
powered by wind, water and sun. 100% carbon free.
Prices lower than PG&E.
Serving all residents and businesses in 11 Santa Clara cities
and unincorporated County communities. Starting April 2017.

SVCleanEnergy.org
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OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Lattes
& Gourmet Snacks

STUNNING HOME BOASTS CUSTOM STYLE
3428 South Court, Palo Alto
This custom-designed 4 bed, 3 bath home of almost 2,400 sq. ft. (per appraisal) rests on almost 6,300 sq. ft. of property (per county).
Sky-lit and stylish spaces establish indoor-outdoor living with multiple points of outdoor access while stainless-steel accents and highend amenities showcase chic style. Intriguing outdoor retreats include a courtyard with a fireplace. A desirable location puts this home
within strolling distance of Robles and Mitchell Parks and excellent schools like Fairmeadow Elementary (API 953) and JLS Middle
(API 943), while Charleston Shopping Center and Gunn High (API 917) are within close proximity (buyer to verify eligibility).

Offered at $3,498,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:
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®

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments

WATERFRONT PROPERTY COMMANDS ELEGANCE
3217 Los Prados Street, San Mateo
Seamlessly blending modern living with stunning architectural details, this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home of approx. 2,300 sq. ft. (per
county) rests on an exclusive waterfront property of over 7,000 sq. ft. (per county). Exposed wood beams elegantly frame open-concept
spaces outfitted with stone accents, Nest climate control, Lutron lighting, surround sound, and a central vacuum system, while the
terrace basks in serene majesty with waterfront views. This prime location puts amenities such as Los Prados Park and Marine Plaza
Shopping Center within strolling distance, and fine schools such as Parkside Elementary, Bayside STEM Middle, and Hillsdale High
are also near (buyer to verify eligibility).

Offered at $1,888,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:
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MVHS girls soccer team
wins national honors
By Shauli Bar-On

A

historic Central Coast
Section championship
for the Mountain View
High School girls’ soccer team
just got better. The team, along
with nine other girls’ soccer
teams around the country, will
be honored in the annual Tour
of Champions.
The Spartans won their first
Central Coast Section (CCS)
Open Division title in school
history this season after defeating Archbishop Mitty 3-1 in the
finals on March 4. Mountain
View finished the season with a
record of 19 wins, one loss and
three ties. The team is ranked
fourth in California and eighth
in the nation.
The team will be recognized at
the Mountain View City Council
meeting on April 25, and at a
lunchtime ceremony featuring
the Army National Guard in
front of the school on April 26.
“It was so crazy. When think of
our team, I think of a small little
team from Mountain View, not a
nationally ranked, state-ranked,
team,” said Nathalie Brehaut,

goalkeeper and one of the team’s
senior captains. “It was a great
wrap up for our season and one
of the final things that helped
people understand what our
team did this year.”
It was head coach Ivan Bandov’s sixth year with the Spartan’s girls varsity team. His
resume includes coaching college teams, Olympic development teams, club teams and high
schoolers.
“Considering there’s only 10
girls programs in the nation
that get (this honor), I think that
alone shows how unique and
special it is,” said Bandov.
The Spartans ended their 2016
season with a heartbreaking 1-0
loss in the CCS finals to Woodside, a haunting memory that the
seniors said contributed greatly
to this season’s work effort.
“For the returners, (last year’s
loss) was at least a motivating
factor to get back to the final and
finish out on top,” said Bandov.
“For the returning players, losing in the finals definitely left a
sting. So people were really ready
to come back from that,” said
Allie Coyne, one of the senior

captains.
The team worked hard and
was well-trained coming into the
season, Bandov said.
“We definitely had to put in
the work because every team
wanted to beat us,” said Karissa
Hayes, one of the senior team
captains. “The work effort is the
most important part, and I think
that that was part of the reason
that we won it.”
Well over half of the team
plays with the Mountain View/
Los Altos (MVLA) club soccer
team, allowing the girls to play
together in the off season.
“A lot of these kids play MVLA
... it’s a strong club, one of the
best in Northern California,”
said Bandov. “So the fact that
they’re playing at a high level
year-round is also a component
of why they’re quality players
and technically at a good level.”
Team chemistry also played
an important role in the team’s
success, players said.
“I think team dynamic was
so important for us because we
did many bonding activities and
we’ve grown up with each other.
It’s really being one with your
team,” said Brehaut.
“Team chemistry is probably
the best that we’ve had in years,”
said Hayes. “In the beginning
of the season we definitely had

some ups and downs, but by the
end we definitely believed in
each other and could pull it out.”
Five of the seven graduating
seniors have signed on to play
college soccer next year.
“It will be exciting to track
them in the fall, and I’ll stay
in touch with them and see
how everything’s going,” Bandov
said.
Many of the girls on the team
will be competing against each
other in collegiate soccer .
“I’m going to be seeing them a
lot on the field again, but we’ll be
against each other, so it’s kind of
a reverse,” Hayes said.
Bandov said there was no
player he could think of who did
not contribute to the successful
season. He mentioned senior
Natasha Harris, who led the
team with 18 goals, junior Laura
Carceroni, who led the team
with 19 assists, junior Bethan
Parry with 13 assists, Nicole
Bumgarner in center midfield
and freshman defender Erin
Alexander.
Even without the seven seniors,
Coyne said the team has the
potential to be just as competitive next season.
“Although we’re losing a lot
of good players, there’s still
definitely a lot of underclassmen
with experience that will be able

to carry the team to another high
level next year,” she said.
Bandov said he was proud of
the players, and not just for their
performance on the field.
“I just feel fortunate to coach
these kids. Both from a soccer
standpoint and from a personal
standpoint,” said Bandov. “They
were just really fun to be around
and I enjoyed showing up every
day, whether it be a training or a
game. Just to see how they progressed and how they treat each
other made me proud to lead the
program.”
Email Shauli Bar-On at
sbar-on@mv-voice.com
V

COURTESY OF RENEE REMSBERG/MVHS ORACLE

Players from the Spartans girls
soccer team won the CCS division
title in March.
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Taking a final bow
REDWOOD BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATES ENDS
ITS 25-YEAR RUN IN MOUNTAIN VIEW
By Chrissi Angeles

F

or the past quarter century,
Redwood Bluegrass Associates has been bringing
top-notch bluegrass concerts
on the Peninsula. Now, it’s saying goodbye. The nonprofit will
present one last all-star show on
April 22 in Mountain View.
The group, which goes by the
acronym RBA, started in 1991
as an all-volunteer organization presenting live-music events
outside of the summer-festival
realm. Since 1992, bluegrass buff
Peter Thompson has been heavily involved as RBA’s publicist,
secretary, stage manager, MC
and merchandise-seller.
“It’s a soulful, emotional music
with songs that told good stories
and musicians who were the
real deal,” Thompson explained.
“Plus it was fun to try to play and
sing ... I used to play guitar, but I
married my favorite guitar player
(local bluegrass musician Kathy
Kallick) and I’d rather listen to
her now.”
There were multiple factors behind RBA’s decision to
end its long run, according to
Thompson.
“There’s been a constant ebb
and flow of interest in the music
... there are now fewer venues,
fewer opportunities for emerging
bands to pay their dues and hone
their craft,” Thompson said.
“The types of concerts attracting
younger bluegrass enthusiasts
are not concerts like ours. The
current board has little interest
in hosting a festival or partnering with a bar, and we have been
unsuccessful — despite five years
of trying — in attracting younger
volunteers to take responsibility
for our concert presentations.”
For many, RBA’s shows served
as an opportunity to connect
with the local community. The
organization often held preconcert potluck dinners and
jam sessions with musicians and
volunteers.
“I think most bluegrass enthusiasts like me recognize that
RBA has always tried to present music of the highest quality
— presented by musicians who
were not frequent performers
in California — in an appealing environment for reasonable
ticket prices,” Thompson said.
Musicians set to perform at
RBA’s grand finale expressed
gratitude for the positive, inclusive environment its fostered for
musicians and listeners over the
decades.
Northern California Bluegrass
Society’s seven-time Female

Vocalist of the Year winner, AJ
Lee is a 19-year-old musician
with two solo albums and six
RBA performances under her
belt. She said she has warm
memories of working with the
organization.
“I’d look forward to them every
year,” Lee said about playing
RBA shows. “Those were honestly my favorite shows to play. I
felt a lot of community there with
the bluegrass people.”
Lee said she will perform three
of her original songs at RBA’s
grand finale.
“It’s honestly been a real pleasure supporting RBA and it
makes me sad to know that it’s
gonna be the farewell show,”
Lee said. “I’ve had such positive
memories there. It’s been a really
fun time for me.”
In the local music scene, the
Tuttle name is synonymous with
bluegrass. Jack Tuttle, a music
instructor who has taught thousands of students at Gryphon
Stringed Instruments in Palo
Alto, often performed at RBA
events with Lee and his three children as The Tuttles with AJ Lee.
Influenced by his family’s passion
for bluegrass, Jack’s 21-year-old
son Sullivan (who plays guitar
and sings baritone) will join forces
with bluegrass group The Faultliners as a special guest.
“(RBA) shows were always one
of my favorite shows to play,” Sullivan Tuttle said. “The audience
was really attentive compared to
a lot of the gigs we used to play. A
lot of people I knew would come.
I’m going to be sad to see it go.”
27 Strings, a band comprising
Jack Tuttle’s music-class graduates from Gryphon, was named
for the total number of strings
attached to each instrument
within the band: banjo, bass,
fiddle, guitar and mandolin.
Although this will be the band’s
first time performing at an RBA
concert, members of the band
have attended many shows sponsored by the organization.
Band member Greg Frees wears
many hats as 27 Strings’ mandolin player, guitarist and vocalist.
Although he said he has been
musically inclined since childhood, playing guitar and piano,
it was the sight of a Europeanstyle mandolin in the window
of an antique shop that piqued
his interest in bluegrass music
11 years ago. After “plinking
around” with the instrument, he
decided to take mandolin lessons,
where he met his bandmates:
guitarist Tom Bull, bassist Howard Gage and two RBA board
members, fiddler Rachel Gage

Sullivan Tuttle, a student at Foothill College and a member of local bluegrass band The Tuttles, will perform
at the Redwood Bluegrass Association’s farewell concert in Mountain View on Saturday.

talent. So that not being around
anymore is going to cut down
significantly on the top-name
bands that we’ll be able to go to
see in a very intimate venue.”
During 27 Strings’ set at the
grand finale, the audience can
expect a blend of traditional
bluegrass songs by Bill Monroe,
modern bluegrass songs and an
original song written by Frees
and Bull.
The organization plans to end
on a high note. “(We are) justifiably proud of what RBA has
accomplished and meant, and
are glad to dissolve the organization with no debts,” Thompson
said. “In fact, we expect to have a
small surplus, which we’ll donate

and banjo player Hildy Licht.
“We’ve been playing as a band
for about eight years now, which
is a long time for any band,” Frees
said. “One of the things I like
about 27 Strings is that we all love
each other. We all enjoy hanging out with each other every
Thursday night, playing music
and (having) dinner together ...
there’s not a lot of drama in the
band. Everyone gets along and
that’s not easy in a band.”
Frees described past RBA
shows as a relaxed, family-like
community.
“It’s really sad, because they
bring in really top-notch bands,”
he said. “RBA has brought in
some really big-time bluegrass

to worthwhile bluegrass organizations for scholarships to music
camps, assistance to musicians in
need and the like.”
V

Q  I N F O R M AT I O N
What: Redwood Bluegrass Associates Grand Finale
When: Saturday, April 22, open
jam session at 5 p.m., showtime
at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Mountain View Masonic
Lodge, 890 Church St., Mountain
View
Cost: $10 advance/$15 door
(ages 13+)
Info: Go to rba.org/tickets.html

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

650-948-0881

Open Daily
8am-7pm
Prices Effective
4/19 thru 4/25
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HACKING

Continued from page 5

If he is convicted, the two felonies carry maximum sentences
of 10 years imprisonment and
$250,000 in fines.
The indictment alleges that
Colby gained access to the corporate Google email account of an
Embarcadero Media employee
in July 2015 and then used information to cancel four domain
names and change the company’s
email exchange records to redirect email.
The charges contained in the
indictment are merely accusations, and the defendant is presumed innocent unless and until
proven guilty.
On the evening of Sept. 17,
2015, all of the websites operated by Embarcadero Media
were taken over and all content
removed. The home pages were
replaced with an image of Guy
Fawkes and a message stating the

sites had been hacked because
Embarcadero had “failed to
remove content that has been
harmful to the wellbeing and
safety of others” and threatened
that “Failure to honor all requests
to remove content will lead to
the permanent shutdown of
all Embarcadero Media Group
Websites.”
The URL header on each website stated: “Unbalanced journalism for profit at the cost of
human right. Brought to you by
the Almanac.”
The Almanac, serving Menlo
Park, Portola Valley, Woodside
and Atherton in south San Mateo
County, is one of Embarcadero
Media’s four newspapers. The
company also publishes the Palo
Alto Weekly, Pleasanton Weekly
and websites in each community.
The company’s IT staff was
able to regain control of the sites
and shut them down within an
hour of the hack so they were no
longer accessible to the public,

but it took almost a full day to
restore the content from backups and bring the sites back up.
The Palo Alto Police Department conducted a precautionary
search of the company’s offices at
2 a.m. on the night of the hacking, and the FBI began an immediate investigation and secured
company computer records and
logs later that day.
According to Embarcadero
Media President Bill Johnson,
the damage went far beyond
the unauthorized access to and
seizure of the websites. Many
internal company computer
records, including all employee
user accounts and client account
information and billing records,
were erased, Johnson said. Fortunately, the company’s backup systems made it possible to
restore all the information over
the following week.
The indictment offers no clues
as to Colby’s motivation or
connection to The Almanac or

Embarcadero Media.
Colby attended Wentworth
Institute of Technology in Boston, Massachusetts, his father
John Colby, confirmed Wednesday. He was raised in Athol, Massachusetts, a small town of about
11,300 people in northwestern
Massachusetts.
On his LinkedIn page, Colby
claims to be a software researcher and developer at EMC2, now a
subsidiary of Dell Technologies.
Dell EMC has offices throughout the Bay Area, including in
the Stanford Research Park,
according to its website.
Company spokeswoman Lauren Lee said that Dell does not
employ anyone by Colby’s name.
Colby could not be reached
for comment. His father said on
Wednesday, April 12, that he did
not know anything about the
indictment or his son’s arrest.
Young, Colby’s attorney, did
not return a request for
comment.
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OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments

NEW HOME REVEALS GLAMOROUS SOPHISTICATION
1832 Channing Avenue, Palo Alto
Bright and airy spaces resound with contemporary splendor throughout this brand-new 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home of approx. 2,500
sq. ft. (per plans) on approx. 6,000 sq. ft. of property (per county). High-end amenities blend with the stucco-and-Brazilian-hardwood
exterior, dramatic dormers, and automated clerestory windows to create a highly sustainable yet luxurious design. The open-concept
layout inspires elegance while encouraging indoor-outdoor living with a folding glass wall to allow easy backyard access. This prime
location grants convenient proximity to parks, libraries, and excellent schools like Duveneck Elementary (API 956), Jordan Middle (API
934), and Palo Alto High (API 905) (buyer to verify eligibility).

Offered at $3,288,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

w w w. 1 8 3 2 C ha nning . c o m

6 5 0 . 6 9 0 . 2 8 5 8 | i n f o @ d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | w w w. d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | C a l B R E # 0 1 9 2 1 7 9 1
April 21, 2017 Q Mountain View Voice Q MountainViewOnline.com Q

19

GALLI

Open Fri. 9am - 5pm
and Sat. & Sun. 12 - 5pm

494 Novato Avenue
Sunnyvale
Spacious 4 BD/ 3BA home
Great location close to Google,
Apple, Facebook and LinkedIn
Top-rated schools
Attached 2-car garage
Lots of extra storage
Updated kitchen with walk-in pantry
Beautifully landscaped yard
Large master suite with two closets
Fire sprinklers
Offered at $1,898,000 • www.494Novato.com

MICHAEL GALLI

Named one of the Best Realtors in
the United States by Real Trends

P
  resident’s Club
6
 50.248.3076|Michael@apr.com
B
 RE# 01852633
Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. However, neither seller nor listing
agent has veriﬁed this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or determining the purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation.
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