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No office projects
without housing
CITY LAYS OUT BOLD STRATEGY
FOR JOBS-HOUSING BALANCE IN EAST WHISMAN
By Kevin Forestieri

W

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Jennifer Waits, the KFJC publicity director who’s also known as DJ Cynthia Lombard, introduces music
on the air during her show at the station, located at Foothill College, on April 2.

Embrace the noise
KFJC, FOOTHILL COLLEGE’S BOUNDARY-PUSHING RADIO STATION, TURNS 60
By Kevin Forestieri

L

ike many residents living
in the Bay Area, I have
spent decades wondering
what’s wrong with the bottom
of my radio dial.
Far away from the classic rock stations, top 40 hits
and standard-issue alternative
rock is 89.7 FM, an uncanny
and enigmatic place called
KFJC. Questions like “Is my
radio working?” and “Why
can’t Shazam find this song?”

come to mind. Sometimes the
tracks are a discordant and
terrifying soundscape, like a
Google algorithm went berserk while attempting to create
“human” music.
Other times, however, it’s the
best music you’ve never heard,
leaving you scrambling to the
archives for the name of the
song.
On a recent morning commute, I tuned in to KFJC to
hear a man who sounded like
Iggy Pop ranting and raving

while reciting poetry. Turns
out, it was Iggy Pop doing
Edgar Allan Poe’s “The TellTale Heart,” bookended by two
songs from West Africa. Tune
in right now, and you might
have to do a similar mental
double-take.
Broadcasting from Foothill
College and nestled in Los
Altos Hills with a transmitter high atop Black Mountain, KFJC is in the midst of
See KFJC, page 16

ith an eye toward
balancing future jobs
and housing growth,
Mountain View city planners
are proposing a new strategy
that inextricably ties residential development to any office
growth in the East Whisman
area of the city.
The “jobs-housing linkage”
strategy is the city’s attempt
to take a clear-eyed approach
toward solving the regional
housing crunch, caused in large
part by job growth that vastly
outpaces the construction of
new housing. The city’s blueprint for future development in
East Whisman seeks to address
the problem head on, with tight
restrictions to ensure 5,000
units of new housing are built
alongside 2.25 million square
feet of office space in the northeast corner of the city.
The East Whisman Precise
Plan, currently under public
review, is premised on the
idea that office and housing
construction are not on an
even playing field, with obvious financial incentives favoring offices. Absent a mix of
incentives and restrictions, the
housing envisioned for East
Whisman may go unbuilt while

developers scramble to build as
many tech offices as allowed.
Before any project gets
approved, developers will have
to submit a jobs-housing linkage plan detailing how they
plan to “facilitate residential
development.” The plan could
include dedicating land for
housing or a partnership with
a residential developer, and
it’s contingent on the housing
getting built first. Residential
developers also have an extra
financial arrow in their quiver,
with the ability to demolish
offices for housing and “sell”
the rights to that square footage to an office developer in the
area.
All told, the policy is intended
to lock East Whisman’s future
development at a ratio of 2.5
homes for every 1,000 square
feet of office and research and
development space. A city staff
report readily admits that’s still
below a perfect equilibrium
— estimated at three housing
units for every 1,000 square feet
of offices — but it would still
put a big dent in the city’s lopsided jobs-housing imbalance.
Developers in the area have
warned that office and residential growth can’t be expected
See HOUSING, page 6

Council aims to bring rent control to mobile home parks
By Adam F. Hutton

R

esidents of Mountain
View’s six mobile home
parks scored a long-awaited victory at Tuesday’s City
Council meeting when a majority voted to prioritize a rent
control program and other protections for hundreds of homeowners who lease the land under

INSIDE

their houses.
The city’s mobile homeowners
were hoping to be included in
Measure V rent control protections passed by voters in 2016.
When they were not, residents
organized and the Mountain
View Mobile Home Alliance
entered into mediation with the
city seeking the same protections offered to residents of rental

properties built before 1995.
That mediation failed, but
some mobile homeowners say
that may have been a blessing in
disguise.
“The main benefit of Measure
V is the start date,” said Alex
Brown, a resident of Santiago
Villa in North Bayshore. “Otherwise, having a bespoke ordinance
gives us a lot more freedom to

VIEWPOINT 19 | WEEKEND 21 | GOINGS ON 25 | REAL ESTATE 26

tailor the protections to our specific situations.”
The mobile home alliance was
formed in part to advocate for
Measure V with the expectation
that mobile homeowners would
be included. And although fighting for it was an ad-hoc reaction
to being excluded, one mobile
homeowner described the struggle for rent control protection as

“Plan A.”
“This was always our Plan B,”
Santiago Villa homeowner John
Waters said of pressuring the
council to take up rent control
by city ordinance rather than by
ballot measure. “But there were
definitely some people in our
neighborhood association who
See MOBILE HOMES, page 12
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LOS ALTOS HILLS $12,988,888

LOS ALTOS HILLS $9,300,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $3,695,000

13830 Page Mill Road | 4bd/2.5ba
Kathy Bridgman | 650.868.7677
License # 01189798

13936 Fremont Pines Lane | 6bd/6+ba
Laura McCarthy | 650.269.1609
License # 01895605

26920 Almaden Court | 4bd/2.5ba
Bogard-Tanigami Team | 650.924.8365
License # 00298975 | 01918407

MOUNTAIN VIEW $2,398,000

LOS ALTOS $2,298,000

SUNNYVALE $2,200,000

228 Palo Alto Avenue | 3bd/2ba
Michael Galli | 650.248.3076
License # 01852633

10594 Creston Drive | 3bd/2ba
Lynn North | 650.209.1562
License # 01490039

1437 Bedford Avenue | 3bd/2ba
Cheryl Okuno | 650.209.1577
License # 01051270

MOUNTAIN VIEW $1,750,000

MENLO PARK $1,695,000

1913 Milano Way | 2bd/2.5ba
Connie Miller | 650.279.7074
License # 01275848

1334 Mills Street | 3bd/2ba
Connie Miller | 650.279.7074
License # 01275848

SANTA C

RA $1,850,000

3375 Mauricia Avenue | 4bd/3ba
Cheryl Okuno | 650.209.1577
License # 01051270

APR.COM

Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area
Including Los Altos 650.941.1111
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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That Last a Lifetime!
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Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Ray Levy-Uyeda

Would you purchase marijuana
from a Mountain View dispensary?

Brenda Dyer, Mountain View

2016
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Adrienne Charbonneau,
Montreal, Canada
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“I’m not a consumer. I wouldn’t
go out and seek it. I have a young
child (and) I think there should
be safeguards.”

THE VOICE

Jennifer Kim, Los Altos

Saturday Appointments
Available

2014

for your appointment today!

“I usually use CBD oil. I don’t
use straight weed. Some people I
know use CBD for their dogs. ...
I don’t see anything wrong with
it at all. I think it can help other
people.”

Free Consultations and
Second Opinions

Best
of
MOUNTAIN

Don’t Wait!
Call 650.969.6077

Bobbi Callison, Los Altos

New Patients Welcome!

Voted Best
Dentist

“I don’t smoke, so no for me.”

“No, I wouldn’t. I had a friend
who used because it helped her
with pain.”

Experienced and Gentle
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

VIEW

2018

2017

Conveniently located
650.969.6077
in Downtown Mountain View dentalfabulous.com
756 California Street, Suite B
Mountain View 94041
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

CITY OF
MOUNTAIN

VIEW

Do you need more information on the
Community Stabilization and Fair Rent Act (CSFRA)?
;OL*P[`VM4V\U[HPU=PL^OVZ[Z^VYRZOVWZL]LY`ÄYZ[HUK[OPYK-YPKH`
VM[OLTVU[O[VL_WSHPU[OL*:-9(HUKYL]PL^[OLWL[P[PVUWYVJLZZ

Upcoming Petition Clinics
(see new address)
Friday, May 3, 2019

Friday, May 17. 2019

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
298 Escuela Ave.
Mountain View, CA 94040

Questions?
:DONLQ2τFH+RXUV

“No, I wouldn’t. That’s a long
time ago.”
Richard Woolley, Mountain View
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Phone: (650) 282-2514
Email:JZMYH'OV\ZPUNVYN
4V\U[HPU]PL^NV]YLU[Z[HIPSPaH[PVU

Tenants and Landlords welcome!
(Se habla español)

Have
H
Have aa question
question
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fforV
Voices
Voices
i A
Around
AroundTown?
Town? E-mail
Email itit to
to editor@mv-voice.com
editor@mv-voice.com
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DUI COLLISION ARREST

Building new affordable and
subsidized homes on campus.
So families can thrive.
Stanford has been your neighbor for 128 years, and we’ve made it part of our mission
to make positive contributions to the local community. That’s why we’re looking to
build affordable housing units for graduate students and 550 subsidized apartments
for faculty and staff right on campus, so they're close to the heart of Stanford's
teaching and research enterprise. Stanford is a world-class institution because
those who make up our community thrive.

A Sunnyvale man was arrested on suspicion of driving under the
influence late Sunday night after he collided with a parked car in
downtown Mountain View.
Police received reports of the crash around 11:15 p.m. on Sunday, April 21, and found that the 36-year-old solo driver somehow
managed to drive one side of his Chrysler up onto a parked Audi
near the intersection of Castro and Villa streets, leaving it tilted
precariously, with only two of its tires on the ground.
Officers speaking to the suspect reportedly noticed “objective
signs” that the man was under the influence of alcohol, according
to police spokeswoman Katie Nelson.
The man was arrested and booked into Santa Clara County jail
on suspicion of driving under the influence.
No one was injured in the collision, Nelson said.
Earlier on Sunday, police had cited another driver at the nearby
intersection of West Dana Street and Shoreline Boulevard for
driving under the influence, and received reports of a third DUI
at Shoreline and El Camino Real, according to the crime tracking
website CrimeReports.
—Kevin Forestieri

QPOLICELOG
ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON

2500 block Leghorn St., 4/21

500 block Castro St, 4/19

W. El Camino Real & S. Rengstorff Av.,
4/19

AUTO BURGLARY
L E A R N M O R E A T G U P. S T A N F O R D . E D U

500 block N. Rengstorff Av., 4/16
1900 block Rock St., 4/16
2500 block California St., 4/16
300 block Moffett Blvd., 4/17
1000 block N. Rengstorff Av., 4/18
1000 block Grant Rd., 4/19
1000 block Grant Rd., 4/19
300 block Escuela Av., 4/20
200 block Hope St., 4/22
1500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 4/22
800 block California St., 4/22
1000 block Crestview Dr., 4/22
500 block Showers Dr., 4/22

BATTERY
500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 4/17
800 block Williams Way, 4/19
2500 block W. El Camino Real, 4/20

CRIMINAL THREATS
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
2600 block Fayette Dr., 4/15
1000 block Crestview Dr., 4/15
500 block W. Middlefield Rd., 4/16
500 block San Antonio Rd., 4/16
1000 block Space Park Way, 4/16

STOLEN VEHICLE
2100 block W. El Camino Real, 4/21
1500 block W. El Camino Real, 4/21

VANDALISM
200 block S. Rengstorff Av., 4/15
1000 block Space Park Way, 4/15
100 block Walker Dr., 4/16
900 block High School Way, 4/17
200 block S. Rengstorff Av., 4/18
200 block Stierlin Rd., 4/19

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
2600 block California St., 4/21

QCOMMUNITYBRIEFS

BULLIS OKS 10-YEAR AGREEMENT
Bullis Charter School’s board of directors voted 8-0 Tuesday
night to approve a long-term facilities agreement with the Los
Altos School District, calling it a good compromise that can
provide 10 years of peace.
Earlier this month, the district and Bullis unveiled a 10-year
agreement where most of the Egan Junior High School campus
See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 8

QCORRECTION

In the story “Spellbound by quidditch” in the April 19 issue,
Silicon Valley Vipers player Sam Fischgrund was mistakenly
identified as Sam Limegreen.

VERY
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Print or online subscription starts at only $5 /month
Visit: MV-Voice.com/user/subscribe/
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Facing a rent hike,
theater vows to stay put

PENINSULA YOUTH THEATRE LAUNCHES FUNDRAISER FOR $75,000
By Kevin Forestieri

P

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Maria Panales chants during a protest against development that displaces residents outside Mountain
View City Hall on April 23.

Council votes to help displaced tenants
MORATORIUMS, TENANT AND CITY BUYOUTS ARE POSSIBLE OPTIONS
By Adam F. Hutton

T

he Mountain View City
Council voted unanimously Tuesday to begin
making earnest efforts to protect tenants living in affordable
apartments instead of allowing
their homes to be demolished.
Developers in the city have
won council approval to tear
down more than 100 rent-controlled apartments in the past
five months. Each time they
approved a project, council
members expressed remorse
for the loss of the homes,
but said existing development
rules prevented them from

voting to save them.
Three weeks ago the council
voted to allow a developer to
build 55 rowhouses expected
to sell for about $1.6 million
each and tear down 59 rentcontrolled apartments that currently go for as little as $1,100
per month.
Before the April 23 meeting,
about 20 people rallied in Civic
Center Plaza outside City Hall
to end displacement. Among
them were local housing activists and some of the city’s most
recently evicted.
Some were optimistic about
the affordable housing that
might be saved when the council

shifts its priorities toward protecting tenants, with consideration to property owners —
instead of the other way around.
“They’ve been saying the rules
require them to go forward with
demolitions and their opportunity tonight is to take the next
step toward changing those
rules to preserve affordable
housing in Mountain View,”
said community organizer Edie
Keating.
Others emphasized the damage that has already been done.
Citing the loss of 20 units at the
Royal Viking Apartments, the
See DISPLACED, page 8

City Council backs plans for
larger six-story condos

eninsula Youth Theatre is
facing a 45% rent increase,
so it’s launching a fundraising campaign to help it stay in its
longtime home in Mountain View.
In a letter to parents and supporters dated April 11, the theater’s Executive Director Karen
Simpson wrote that the performing arts theater is facing an
unexpected increase in facilities
costs after the ownership of the
property changed hands. While
Simpson did not cite the exact
amount, supporters are being
asked to donate to a $75,000
facilities campaign to “secure our
increased rent for one year.”
Known as PYT, the youth
theater group has made its home
in Mountain View for 25 years,
almost all of it at its current
location at 2500 Old Middlefield Way. In any given year, the
theater serves 2,500 children
and teens from all over the Bay
Area who participate in a mix of
productions, classes and off-site
camps. Every elementary school
in Mountain View participates
in the “School Play in a Box”
program, where PYT provides
the teacher and script to help put
on a school play. Musicals, stage
productions and free Theatre in
the Park events pull in a combined 26,500 audience members
annually.
Simpson told the Voice that
she sympathizes with the property owner’s position, and that
the property tax for the land
undoubtedly spiked when it was
purchased in November. The
new rent is also “not outrageous,”
given the area and the market
right now, but it still poses a tough
challenge for the nonprofit.
While negotiations with the
property owner are still ongoing,
Simpson said the call for help

needs to kick off early to raise
enough donations to offset a rent
hike that begins Sept. 1.
“Looking at what that increase
is going to look like, we need to get
that info out there and start raising the funds to cover the lease,”
she said.
The worst case scenario is that
PYT will have to move, which
would be a tough proposition.
Finding available real estate big
enough for stage productions is
tough, and zoning restrictions in
Mountain View and nearby cities leave few affordable options.
The $75,000 fundraiser, if PYT
is forced to move, would have to
cover the difficult transition to
a new home and redeveloping
the new facility for large-scale
rehearsals and performances.
A neighboring performing arts
theater, the California Theater
Center in Sunnyvale, recently
shuttered after 41 years due to
financial challenges, and City
Lights Theater Company is finding it tough to find a temporary
location during redevelopment of
its current San Jose home.
PYT relies on revenue from
tickets, class fees and private
donations, with limited contract agreements with the city
of Mountain View that either
waive the cost of using facilities
or pay for plays performed in the
city. Kids who qualify for free or
reduced-price school meals participate in the school-site productions free of charge.
Anyone interested in donating
can go to pytnet.org/get-involved/
donate. The message asks supporters to “consider a donation of
$250 or any amount that’s meaningful to you.” Negotiations on
the upcoming lease are expected
to wrap up in the next few weeks,
Simpson said.
Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com
V

SAN ANTONIO PROJECT IN ITS THIRD ROUND OF REVISIONS, GETTING BIGGER EACH TIME
By Kevin Forestieri

A

dding more height to
the fast-changing San
Antonio neighborhood,
the Mountain View City Council
gave its blessing Tuesday night to
a six-story condominium project
on a bite-sized property.
A majority of the council at the
study session gave the green light
to the 44-unit project on roughly

two-thirds of an acre at 2645 and
2655 Fayette Drive, provided
the developer offers a menu of
community benefits to improve
traffic infrastructure and ensure
that a future school in the area
would offer safe routes for young
children.
The project has undergone
several revisions over the last
three years, and gets taller and
more dense with each iteration.

In June 2016, the proposal by the
developer Octane Capital called
for 24 units in four stories in
an area zoned for high-density
residential. In December 2016,
the developer sought to get the
property rezoned into the more
urban San Antonio Precise Plan,
and boosted the unit count to
between 33 and 40 in a building
See CONDOS, page 9

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Peninsula Youth Theatre is facing a 45% rent increase for its home
on Old Middlefield Way in Mountain View.
April 26, 2019 Q Mountain View Voice Q MountainViewOnline.com Q
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Continued from page 1

to always happen at the same
rate, particularly with the
hodgepodge of property owners in East Whisman, according to the report. And having
office projects contingent on
the approval of housing means
office developers are put in an
uncomfortable position, relying on projects over which they
have no control. The precise
plan does have some flexibility
on the timing, allowing office
projects to move forward once
there is a deed restriction or
land dedication for housing.
The framework of the linkage strategy largely won the
support of the city’s Environmental Planning Commission
on Wednesday, April 17, with
commission member Robert
Cox seeking assurances that
the city will hold the developers’ feet to the fire on the ratio
of 5,000 housing units to 2.25
million square feet of offices.
“The 2.5 (ratio) is just about
an even housing balance and I
really have a strong desire that
we don’t make things worse
with these precise plans,” Cox
said.
But one lingering concern,
which dominated much of the
commission’s discussion, was
whether the city is already on
track to break those rules. On
the other end of town, the City
Council signed a deal with
the Los Altos School District
for the district could “sell”
developers the rights to build
610,000 square feet of additional office and residential

development in exchange for
$79.3 million, which would
help finance the purchase of
land and construction of a
school campus.
Six of those developers who
bought development rights
intend to build in East Whisman, and much of what is
proposed is offices. Taken
together, the projects would put
389,000 square feet of offices
and 762 housing units in the
area — or about two housing
units per 1,000 square feet of
offices — immediately running afoul of the precise plan’s
proposed ratio.
The city could simply exempt
all projects from the linkage
strategy if they bought density rights from the Los Altos
School District, or it could stick
to the ratio and put the onus on
the developers to incentivize
housing growth. The latter, city
staff cautioned, could torpedo
the school district’s financial
agreements.
Tampering with the complex
and potentially fragile deal
between developers and the
school district seems like a bad
idea, said commission member
Bill Cranston, who strongly
opposed the idea of imposing
the linkage strategy on projects involved in the transfer
of development rights (TDR).
The precise plan is a forwardlooking document exclusively
for East Whisman, whereas the
school district’s sale of development rights is already in the
pipeline and not exclusive to
East Whisman.
“The TDR program is a different program landing on this

ONLINE

at the same time,” Cranston
said. “I think the jobs-housing
linkage program should be
there, it’s just that we’ve got a
timing problem.”
Commission members unanimously agreed to allow the
TDR projects to move forward,
but subject to “limitations.”
For example, developers who
bought density rights from the
school district may not have to
directly partner with or facilitate residential development.
Instead, they would be held to a
lower standard and could offer
fewer housing incentives. One
of those TDR projects, located
at 339 N. Bernardo Ave., may
be only partially responsible
for offsetting its development
with housing incentives.
Cox, who voted on the compromise, said the city should do
its best to stick to its guns on
the linkage ratio, particularly
at a time when state lawmakers are proposing to take away
local control over housing
development in order to ensure
housing gets built.
“Trying to achieve some jobshousing balance is an important role for our city, even to
the point where we have people
in Sacramento that think it’s
important enough that they
may have to take away our
ability to make decisions,” Cox
said. “I really believe we have to
show we are doing that.”
The draft East Whisman Precise Plan can be viewed at
t i ny url.com/EW hisma nPP.
The City Council is tentatively
scheduled to discuss the plan
on Tuesday, May 7.
V

LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news headlines and
talk about the issues at Town Square at
MountainViewOnline.com

May 4-5 • 10 am to 6 pm
ART

23rd Annual

MUSIC

FOOD

FAMILY FUN

CAR SHOW

Contemporary Fine Art, Cool Crafts
Fabulous Food & Drink • Kids’ Tons of Fun Zone
Health & Wellness Displays • Home & Garden Exhibits
Organic & Green Products • Facebook Community Music Stage
U.S. Open Trophy Tour Photo Booth

Presented by Mountain View Central Business Association | 650-964-3395 • www.MiramarEvents.com/alacarte | Free Admission | No Pets Please
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THIS IS THE SITE OF FRED AND
SUSAN’S HEART CONDITIONS.

THIS IS FRED AND SUSAN.

T H E Y W O N ’ T L E T T H E I R H E A LT H
I S S U E S D E F I N E T H E I R L I V E S.
Fred and Susan prefer to be known as a caring husband, loving wife
and partners in building their dream home. Thanks to the heart experts
at El Camino Hospital, they’re back on track. With sophisticated heart
care like minimally invasive ablation therapy for Fred and a pacemaker
revision for Susan, we helped them get back to enjoying retirement on
their terms. At El Camino Hospital, we believe in delivering care as
dynamic as the people we serve. People just like Fred and Susan.
Learn more at elcaminohospital.org/stories
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Continued from page 4

will be given over to the charter
school, relocating the junior
high to a yet-to-be-built school
site in Mountain View. In
exchange, the charter school
would agree to cap its enrollment at just over 1,100 students
for 10 years.
The transition of district
students to the Mountain View
site, followed by the charter school’s use of the full
Egan campus, would not take
place until 2023 at the earliest,
according to the agreement.
The proposal, which still
needs approval from the Los
Altos School District’s board
of trustees, comes after a year
of negotiations and “repeated
calls” from families in the Los
Altos School District seeking
peace through a long-term
agreement, Bullis’ board chair
Joe Hurd said in a statement.
He described the agreement as
a compromise that examined
all available options for a solution that “best fits everyone’s
needs.”
“No agreement will be perfect, and compromises have
been made on all sides,” Hurd
said. “BCS voted for this agreement feeling confident that it
was the best option, and we

hope the LASD board agrees.”
The facilities agreement has
been a hard sell to some families in the school district. Dozens of speakers slammed the
idea at the April 8 school board
meeting, saying it amounts
to a giveaway to the charter
school and a loss of a popular
and high-performing school
that has been a fixture in the
community for half a century.
Families also had trouble stomaching the idea of having their
middle school-aged children
travel north into a traffic-heavy
part of Mountain View.
—Kevin Forestieri

the start of spring, will feature local businesses, school
groups, after-school programs
and multicultural organizations. Over 1,200 people are
estimated to participate in the
parade and over 1,300 visitors
are predicted, according to the
Recreation Division.
The parade starts at 10 a.m.,
and Pioneer Park activities end
at 1 p.m. Visitors are encouraged to park in the structures
and lots in the downtown area,
as many streets will be closed.
A map for available parking can
be found online at mountainview.gov.

DOWNTOWN SPRING
PARADE SATURDAY

STUDENT JAZZ FESTIVAL

Spring in Mountain View is
cruisin’ season. On Saturday,
April 27, the Mountain View
Recreation Division will host
the 41st annual Downtown
Spring Family Parade, “Cruisin’
Mountain View!”
Spectators can view the
parade on its route, which runs
along Castro Street from Villa
Street to Pioneer Park, where
post-parade activities include
crafts, games, and food, according to the Mountain View Recreation website.
The parade, which celebrates

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2019
A BENEFIT FOR CANOPY WITH DAVE MUFFLY

Jazz band students from
Mountain View and Los Altos
schools will perform together
live at the annual Jazz Festival
held at Mountain View High
School at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 27.
The event intends to bring
together members of the community as well as students
from various Mountain View
and Los Altos schools, offering
younger students insight into
the music curriculum at the
high school level.
John Worley, a Bay Area
musician, teacher and recording artist, will perform. Worley
is a trumpet player and teaches
nearly half of Mountain View
high’s trumpet students. He is
also a faculty member of the
Stanford Music department and
teacher at Hope Street Music
Studios in Mountain View, as
well as a Yamaha Performing
Artist, an industry designation
of his musical ability and career
success.
Funds raised at the event will
offset travel costs, subsidize
instrument rental fees, and
provide scholarship funding for

DISPLACED

Continued from page 5

TICKETS & INFORMATION:

canopy.org/whisperer2019

Sponsored by: Lucile Packard Stanford Children’s Hospital
Facebook Franklin and Catherine Johnson Foundation
Ravenswood Shore Business District Devil Mountain Wholesale Nursery
Davey Resource Group Evergreen Arborist Consultants
West Coast Arborists
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34 apartments at Woodgate, and
59 more at 2310 Rock St. — all
within a few months of each other
— one protester noted that the
problem just keeps getting worse.
“The number of units lost is
growing, and in each case the
council has said it is required
by the rules,” said Phil Cosby of
the tenants’ rights group Peninsula Interfaith Action. “So we
want to make ending demolitions their very highest priority.
They’re tearing down people’s
homes.”
“We understand that changing the rules and shifting priorities takes time,” said Jackie
Cashen, who will be kicked out
of her rent-controlled apartment
in September. “But some people
are already out of their homes, or
will be forced out by the end of

students in the Mountain View
High School music department.
The school has six music and
performance groups, serving
about 150 students.
The event is free and open to
the public, but donations are
appreciated. The festival will
offer for purchase food and
drink, as well as Baskin Robbins ice cream.

selected because of their mission and reach, and will ultimately, “make (the) community
strong.”
For a full list of the grantees, go
to losaltoscf.org/GrantMaking

NEW SCHOOL’S
NAMESAKE TO SPEAK

The Los Altos Community Foundation (LACF)
announced it has awarded
$80,000 in grants to 18 nonprofit organizations in Mountain View, Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills. Services funded
by the grants include providing social and emotional
education to fifth graders and
resources to the unhoused and
housing insecure in the three
municipalities.
Founded in 1991, the LACF
seeks to provide residents with
the opportunity to give back to
its community through philanthropy. In the two grant cycles
last year, the LACF gave out $1.1
million to more than 72 organizations, including scholarship
funds for 148 students, according to their website.
The Mountain View Community Health Awareness Council
(CHAC) is one such recipient,
and the awarded funds are
allocated for a pilot social-emotional learning (SEL) program
for fifth graders.
Funding for the organization
comes from private donors as
well as the David and Lucile
Packard Foundation and the
Heising-Simons Foundation.
Joe Eyre, Executive Director of the LACF, says that
grantee organizations are

Jose Antonio Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
and Mountain View High
School alum, is coming to
town to speak on Monday,
May 13. Vargas, an advocate for immigrant rights and
the undocumented, received
national attention in 2011
when he came out as undocumented and launched a national campaign called Define
American.
The conversation will be
moderated by Michael Jones at
the Mountain View Center for
the Performing Arts. Jones is
principal of the new Jose Antonio Vargas elementary school,
opening this fall on the former
Slater school site. Doors open
at 6 p.m, and the event is free
and open to the public.
In 2018, Vargas released his
memoir, “Dear America: Notes
from an Undocumented Citizen.” His storytelling, openness and vulnerability received
praise from those in the political world, such as President
Barack Obama and Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi, as well
as other activist-authors, like
Michelle Alexander and Amy
Tan.
A question-and-answer session will follow the conversation. The event is funded by the
Friends of the Mountain View
Library and the Mountain
View Library. For information,
go to tinyurl.com/JAV-5-13.
—Ray Levy-Uyeda

the year and they have to do more
to help people who have already
been displaced.”
The council vote, which came
late Tuesday night after almost
two hours of public comments
and more than an hour of discussion among city officials,
was part of a study session to set
goals for the city over the next
two fiscal years.
Broadly speaking, the council’s
stated goal of ending the displacement of tenants from affordable
housing was part of its “strategies
to protect vulnerable populations
and preserve socio-economic and
cultural diversity.”
Specifically, elected officials
directed staff to consider all
options to stem the tide of displacements, including establishing a moratorium on projects that
would cause a net loss of affordable housing. Other options under
consideration are allowing at-risk

tenants to band together and buy
the property from their landlord,
expanding the city’s tenant relocation assistance program and
authorizing the city to purchase
“naturally affordable housing”
that may be slated for redevelopment by the owner.
More than 50 people addressed
the council’s stated goals during
the public comment portion of
the discussion. Most of those
spoke in support of ending displacement, including emotional
pleas from people already suffering from its consequences.
One woman, who described
herself as a mother to school-age
children facing eviction at the
end of this year, addressed the
council in Spanish.
“You all have the power to end
this,” she said. “I’m sure that you
all have a safe place to live and
don’t have to worry about this
constant nightmare like we do.”

LOCAL NONPROFITS WIN
GRANTS

V

LocalNews
CONDOS

Continued from page 5

that would stand five stories tall.
Today, the project proposes
taking advantage of the new
San Antonio zoning as well as
California’s density bonus laws
to boost the size to six stories and
44 condos, five of which would
be sold as below-market-rate
(BMR) units to middle-income
families. The proposed building’s rooftop is 75 feet tall, with
an elevator shaft rising to 91 feet,
according to a city staff report.
Representatives from Octane
estimated that the smaller onebedroom condos would sell for
$700,000 to $800,000, while
the larger three-bedroom units
would go for as much as $1.5
million. The five affordable units
would sell for between $350,000
and $450,000.
Council members largely
praised the idea of bringing more
ownership housing to the city,
particularly for-sale inclusionary
housing instead of paying an inlieu fee to the city. Also winning
points from the council was the
type of housing — stacked-flat
condos — described as a rare
and valuable design worth some
added density.
Councilman Chris Clark said
the latest, tallest version of the

project would be a problem for
him in other areas of the city,
but that the condos would fit
in well with the neighboring
San Antonio area. Prometheus
Real Estate Group already has a
high-density apartment project
under construction nearby, and
the council recently approved a
623-unit project further north on
San Antonio Road.
In the minority was Mayor
Lisa Matichak, who said the San
Antonio Precise Plan had clear,
natural boundaries of streets and
the Hetch Hetchy water pipeline
right-of-way, and the Fayette
property resides on the other side
of them. She questioned carving
out this specific project for the
sake of added density, and said
she would be fine with a smaller
project.
“I do appreciate that this is
stacked-flat condos, I do like
that product, but I don’t like this
project,” she said.
Councilwoman Margaret AbeKoga said she was uneasy with
the number of below-marketrate units in the project, which
satisfies a 10 percent affordable housing requirement. The
council is expected to revise its
requirements and potentially
ratchet the requirement up to 15
percent BMR units, which she
said would come out to 6.6 units

— something she said would be
more in line with her expectations from the developer.
“We still have to figure out this
BMR issue ... so I’m not inclined
to say five is enough today,” she
said.
The project is going through
the city’s “gatekeeper” process,
when exceptions can be made
to existing zoning allowances
based on what the developer is
willing to offer in community
benefits. Council member Alison Hicks made a pitch for bike
and pedestrian improvements,
noting that it was almost impossible to walk around the area that
day due to the heat and dearth of
trees in and around the shopping
center.
“The whole San Antonio area
does not have great pedestrian
amenities, and bike amenities
could be improved as well,” she
said.
The Los Altos School District is
negotiating to purchase land for
a school less than half a mile
away from the project, and council members Lucas Ramirez and
Ellen Kamei suggested community benefits could include higher contributions to school fees
and taking measures to create
safe routes to school.
Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com
V

Felipe’s
Markets
Organic & Conventional Produce/ Local Dairy/
Imported Cheese/ European & Mediterranean Specialties

PRODUCE SPECIALS

Prices valid April 26-May 2, 2019

Broccoli
Crowns

Bananas

Fuji
Apples

California
Almonds

69¢

49¢

99¢

$

per lb.

per lb.

GROCERY SPECIALS

Berkeley Farms
Milk

$

2.99
per gallon

4.99

per lb.

per lb.

Prices valid April 26-May 2, 2019

Lifeway
Keﬁr

Jumbo
Eggs

$

1.99

$

per dozen

Russkoe Pole
Buckwheat

2.99
each

$

1.99

per 900g

Subscribe to our websites to receive a 10 % OFF Coupon

Visit us at any of our three locations!
Cupertino Market

Felipe’s Market

Foothill Produce

19725 Stevens Creek Blvd
Cupertino, Ca 95014
(408) 777-9111

1101 W. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, Ca 94087
(408) 720-8111

2310 Homestead Rd Ste. D
Los Altos, Ca 94024
(408) 735-7775

CupertinoMarket.com

FelipesMarket.com

FoothillProduce.net

Democracy needs journalism.
Local journalism needs you.
A free and independent press is more important today
than ever before.
Read us. Follow us. Engage with us. Support us.
Become a supporting member today.
SIGN UP AT:

www.SupportLocalJournalism.org/mountainview
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Driver arrested after striking
8 pedestrians in Sunnyvale

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news
organization with over 35 years of providing award-winning
local news, community information and entertainment to the
Midpeninsula.
We are always looking for talented and creative people
interested in joining our efforts to produce outstanding
journalism and results for our advertisers through print and
online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Advertising Sales/Production Admin Assist the sales and
design teams in the production of online and print advertising.
Tech savvy, excellent communication and keen attention to
detail a must.
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online
ads, including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment.
Publishing experience and video editing a plus.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell
local businesses in our markets who have needs to brand
and promote their businesses or events using our full-suite
of digital solutions.

By Bay City News Service

A

man who drove his vehicle into a crowd of people
on El Camino Real in
Sunnyvale on Tuesday is not
affiliated with any terrorist
organizations, the city’s Department of Public Safety said
Wednesday.
Isaiah Joel
Peoples, 34,
of Sunnyvale,
admitted to
driving the car
into the crowd
intentionally,
according to Isaiah Peoples
Capt. Jim Choi.
A 13-year-old Sunnyvale girl
suffered the most serious injuries and is currently in critical
condition.
Four other victims are hospitalized, but in stable condition,
and two victims were treated
and released at the scene. One
of them is a 9 year-old boy, who
may not have been directly hit
but suffered minor bruising
after being pulled away by a parent, Choi said.
The collision occurred at the

For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com

Like us on
www.facebook.com/
MountainViewVoice

I’m empty without you.

intersection of El Camino Real
and Sunnyvale Avenue around
6:40 p.m. on Tuesday, Choi said.
A man driving a black, four-door
sedan westbound on El Camino
Real first struck pedestrians at
the Sunnyvale Avenue crosswalk
and then hit pedestrians waiting
to cross on the sidewalk.
Peoples has been booked into
Santa Clara County Jail and
faces eight charges of attempted
murder. Chief Phan Ngo said
he is not associated with any
known terrorist groups, and the
crash does not appear to be an
act of terrorism.
Choi said the circumstances around the collision and
the rarity of something like it
occurring in the city prompted
them to reach out to the FBI
to help with the investigation.
The FBI is assisting Sunnyvale
officers, but is not heading the
investigation.
“Should it be determined that
a federal crime was committed,
we will become more involved.
For now the Sunnyvale [DPS]
is the lead agency,” FBI San
Francisco spokesman Prentice
Danner said in a statement
Wednesday.
Choi said an initial investigation has determined that
Peoples didn’t attempt to stop or
swerve out of the way at the time
of the collision.
There is no outstanding threat
to the public and nobody else
was in the vehicle with Peoples,
Choi said, who added that it
doesn’t appear the driver and
the victims know each other.
Although the intersection

doesn’t have any city surveillance cameras, Choi said some
businesses in the area might
have relevant footage leading up
to the collision.
Shantain Vargas, a San Jose
resident and contractor at
Google, saw police vehicles
rushing past her around the
time of the crash. She followed
them to the scene and saw
officers arresting Peoples, a
Sunnyvale resident, before they
had set up caution tape and
barriers.
She said she heard Peoples say,
“Thank you Jesus, praise Jesus,”
and that he appeared to be completely coherent.
“He seemed like, completely
fine, totally normal and nothing was wrong with him,” said
Vargas, who saw police handcuff
Peoples and later take him into
custody.
She said there was blood
everywhere, and that she saw a
young man lying in the bushes
at the intersection and two other
victims.
“I can’t get the image of the
victim out of my head,” Vargas
said.
Choi confirmed that Peoples
thanked God and appeared to
wait for officers at the scene. His
motive is under investigation.
Investigators are also looking
into the possibility that the
man had a mental illness, and
said there are no other suspects
involved.
Anyone who may have seen
the collision or witnessed anything leading up to it is asked to
call police at (408) 730-7180.

MOBILE HOMES

Councilman Chris Clark were
opposed.
Offering protections to mobile
homeowners was selected as a
priority from a larger group of
goals that were broadly described
as meant to “improve the quantity, diversity, and affordability of
housing.”
Mobile homeowners emphasized that their fight was not about
putting a ceiling on space rents.
“This is not about stopping
landlords from raising the rent,”
Waters said. “It’s about stopping
profiteering.”
The City Council declared
a citywide housing crisis last
month. Allowing landlords free
reign to increase rents when there
is a housing drought is no different from price gouging during
a natural disaster, according to
mobile homeowners.
“It’s like charging double for
gas during a hurricane,” Bornmann said.

Continued from page 1

remember
your CUp
Set a reminder on your phone
Text CupMinder to 555-888

ReduceWaste.org/cup
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would have liked it to be Plan A.”
Many mobile homeowners
who addressed the council during public comment at the April
23 meeting said they were dealing with circumstances different from other Mountain View
residents with rent-controlled
apartments. According to the
alliance, 85% of the city’s mobile
homeowners are seniors living
on a fixed income.
“We’re relying on the city to
begin providing protections for
seniors, veterans and disabled
residents of mobile home parks,”
said Trey Bornmann, chairman
of the Mountain View Mobile
Home Alliance.
The City Council voted 5-2 to
prioritize protections for mobile
homeowners in a goal-setting
session for the next two fiscal
years. Mayor Lisa Matichak and

V
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DITTMER BUBERT
Dittmer Bubert, a Mountain
View resident and founder of
Dittmer’s Gourmet Meats and
Wurst-Haus in Los Altos, died on
April 12. He was 83.
Born in Hamburg, Germany,
to Wilma and Rudolf Bubert, he
became an apprentice butcher
at age 14 to help feed his family
after losing his father in World
War II.
He left Germany when he was
19 and emigrated to Edmonton,
Canada. Bubert later moved to
the Bay Area after he and his
friend fell in love with San Francisco during a visit to the city,
according to his family.
Bubert met his wife, Margaret
Diestmann, in San Francisco, and
the two married in 1964. They
raised three children in Redwood
City, and Bubert spent 17 years
as a meat department manager
at Safeway before founding Dittmer’s in Mountain View in 1978.
Bubert’s hobbies included traveling and rooting for the San
Jose Sharks, according to his
family. He was also a longtime
member of the Concordia and
Germania clubs, and a frequent
host of barbecues and Oktoberfest celebrations.

Bubert was preceded in death
by his parents and sister Dörthe.
He is survived by his wife Margaret; daughters Ingrid Palu and
Petra Silva; son Mark Bubert
and daughter-in-law Michele;
grandchildren Thomas, Daniel,
Katherine, Nicole and Katie; and
brothers Rudi and Jörg.
A celebration of life for close
family and friends will be held
Sunday, April 28. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations
be made in Bubert’s name to the
Alzheimer’s Association.

ROB GLOSTER
Rob Gloster,
a
longtime
Mountain View
resident and
sports writer
for the Associated Press, died
on April 9 at El
Rob Gloster
Camino Hospital of complications from pancreatic cancer. He was 62.
Born in New York, Gloster
received a master’s degree in
journalism from Northwestern
University. His first journalism
job was in Oklahoma in 1981,
and from there he worked in New

Orleans and Washington, D.C.,
before he started working for
the Associated Press in Europe
in 1989. Gloster lived in London
and Barcelona, covering the fall
of the Berlin Wall and numerous
Olympics before returning to
the United States to take a sports
writing job with the AP in Boston, his wife Sharon said.
Gloster later moved to the Bay
Area, taking on the role of sports
editor for the AP in San Francisco. He and his wife met at a New
Year’s Eve party in 1996 and were
married at the Savannah Channel
Winery in Saratoga in 1998. They
moved to Mountain View in July
1999.
After leaving the AP staff, Gloster worked for Agence FrancePresse and Bloomberg News. He
most recently wrote for The Jewish News of Northern California
and did freelance work for the AP,
covering a San Francisco Giants
game two days before his death.
Gloster enjoyed traveling and
was an avid cellist, playing with
the Peninsula Symphony as well
as in the Peninsula Youth Theatre pit orchestra and other local
children’s theater orchestras, his
wife said. He volunteered in the
community, serving on the Los
Altos High School Site Council
and Mountain View Performing
Arts Committee in addition to

The ﬁrst step in planning your weekend starts here

coaching his daughter’s softball
team for several years.
Gloster is survived by his wife,
Sharon, daughters Talia and Daniela, sister Sue D’Ver and mother
Muriel Gloster.

Services were held April 12
in Colma. The family asks that
memorial donations be made to
the Pancreatic Cancer Action
Network or Doctors Without
Borders.
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Cupertino Market
19725 Stevens Creek Blvd
Cupertino (408) 777-9111
CupertinoMarket.com

Felipe’s Market
1101 W. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale (408) 720-8111
FelipesMarket.com

Foothill Produce
2310 Homestead Rd Suite D
Los Altos (408) 735-7775
FoothillProduce.net

www.truevalue.com

650-964-7871
Open 7 Days
Mon.-Fri. 9 - 7 • Sat. 9 - 6 • Sun. 10 - 5
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Local mayors, tech company
transportation leaders talk traffic
n view of a hulking manzanita tree branch hung from
the wall at the Unitarian
Universalist Church in south
Palo Alto, mayors and other
elected officials from Redwood
City to Sunnyvale met with
transportation program leaders
from the area’s biggest employers on April 18.
They were there to launch the
“Manzanita Talks,” a series of
discussions convened by Joint
Venture Silicon Valley to review
ways to reduce solo driving on
the Midpeninsula, potentially
by starting what’s being called
a “sub-regional transportation
management association.”
A transportation management
association (TMA) is a nonprofit that “develops, manages
and markets a transportation
program,” according to the
Palo Alto TMA website. These
programs generally aim to give
commuters viable alternatives
to driving solo to get to work,
and in some cases they can subsidize the cost of transit passes
for low-income workers. TMAs
generally include cities and/or
businesses.
While the first meeting was
focused on preliminary introductions, the group has an
ambitious agenda: to potentially
develop a conceptual plan for a
sub-regional TMA by October.
The group has planned four
more sessions, set for May 16,
June 13, Sept. 12 and Oct. 17.
Redwood City, Atherton, Menlo
Park, East Palo Alto, Palo Alto,
Mountain View, Los Altos and
Sunnyvale have been invited to
participate in discussions about
a possible TMA.
Attendees on April 18 included representatives who lead
employee transportation efforts
at Genentech, Facebook, LinkedIn, Tesla, Google, Palantir, and
Intuit, as well as Mountain View
Mayor Lisa Matichak, Menlo
Park Mayor Ray Mueller, Palo
Alto Mayor Eric Filseth, and Los
Altos Mayor Lynette Lee Eng.
In addition, Elizabeth Lewis
of the Atherton City Council,
Diana Reddy from the Redwood City Council, and Glenn
Hendricks of the Sunnyvale
City Council were in attendance, along with other local
stakeholders and transportation
experts.
Joint Venture Silicon Valley president and CEO Russell
Hancock, who moderated the
discussion, explained that for
better or worse, Silicon Valley
is a center for innovation and

continues to create jobs. There
were 79,000 new jobs generated in Silicon Valley last year,
and the region is in its eighth
year of continuous economic
expansion.
And yet, he added, the region
is “surrounded on three sides
by water and ringed by permanently protected open space.
It’s no surprise we’re placing tremendous pressure on
infrastructure.”
Aaron Aknin, principal and
co-owner at Good City Company, as well as a former assistant
city manager and community
development director in Redwood City, presented traffic
data about several intersections
around the region, saying that
traffic is indeed worse than it
has been in the past. Traffic on
the Dumbarton Bridge, he said,
is up 70% from 2011, indicating
that people are traveling longer
distances to get to employment
centers. Transit systems are also
nearing capacity, especially Caltrain, he added.
Hancock explained that one
of the challenges to effectively
deter solo driving is what’s
called the “first and last mile”
problem. If people are going to
use public transit, they have to
also have reliable, convenient
ways to traverse the segments
of their journeys getting from
home and work to transit stations, he argued.
Former Palo Alto Mayor Nancy Shepherd explained that the
region was developed first as a
residential community before
decisions over decades were
made to draw so many jobs to
the area. In a guest opinion piece
published last month in the Palo
Alto Weekly, she explained that
some of the strategies TMAs
can use to address the first- and
last-mile problem are “transit subsidies, commute routes,
incentives and more to reduce
solo-occupancy trips into job
center areas.”
Palo Alto and Mountain View
currently have TMAs, while
Menlo Park and Redwood City
have policies that support them.
A number of tech companies in
the area run their own programs
to give commuters alternatives
to driving.
Some city leaders in attendance raised concerns with the
process, and with the concept
of grouping so many different cities together. Mueller
said he felt that Menlo Park’s
engineering professionals and
transportation management
staff would need to be included for the program to earn

approval in his city.
Atherton Councilwoman
Lewis pointed out that her
town doesn’t have any businesses, but does experience cutthrough traffic it’s interested in
addressing.
Brendon Harrington, who
manages transportation at
Google, asked for case studies
of TMAs in other areas that the
group could learn from. TMAs
that do well, he added, have
well-defined problems and clear
standard measures for success.
Shepherd explained that at the
next session, the group will be
taking a field trip to observe a
successful transportation management association in Contra
Costa County that has been in
operation since the 1980s.
According to the schedule
presented, after the June discussion — which is also expected
to delve into the major question
of how such efforts would be
funded — Aknin of Good City
Company will be tasked with
developing a conceptual plan
that will be brought forward
in September and potentially
approved in October. At that
point, participating mayors and
council members would need
to get formal approval from
the councils in their respective
jurisdictions.
Gwen Litvak, senior vice president of public policy at the
Bay Area Council, explained
how transportation leaders from
many of the region’s big employers became involved in this
initiative.
The Bay Area Council includes
representatives from the Bay’s
largest employers and polls its
member companies routinely.
Unsurprisingly, she said, traffic
and housing came up as two of
the most predominant concerns.
“Folks are very invested in
getting cars off the road,” Litvak
said, adding that companies
want to be “part of the solution.”
Once a TMA is established,
she added, anyone, including
smaller employers, can join —
and in fact, TMAs work best
when multiple businesses take
part, she said.
She said the Bay Area Council
is supportive of these efforts and
is planning to develop a separate
report to explore revenue models
and different transportation
management tools. The Bay Area
Council is interested in exploring TMAs in other sub-regions
as well, but this is the first time
the council is providing support
to form a TMA, she added.
Email Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com
V

April 26, 2019 Q Mountain View Voice Q MountainViewOnline.com Q

15

LocalNews
KFJC

Continued from page 1

celebrating its 60th anniversary
of bringing enigmatic airwaves
to the denizens below. Priding
itself as a place willing to play
all things unconventional and
largely rejected by commercial radio, the college station
has been the backbone for the
local and underground music
scene and frequently hosts live
performances.
It’s also a curator of a catalog
that you probably can’t find anywhere else, stacked from floor to
ceiling inside a station that shows
its age. Memorabilia, strange
gifts and old photo albums of
performances and DJs — present, past and passed away — line
KFJC’s lobby, and everything
you touch seems to have the letters “KFJC” scrawled in at least a
few places. Bands bound for the
recording studio are greeted with
a giant macaroni collage of the
station’s name.
Very few rules guide DJs, who
are given the latitude to play
pretty much whatever they want,
said Eric Johnson, KFJC’s general
manager and a 28-year veteran
at the station. Just over one-third
of the tracks have to be from
the station’s “current” selection
of more than 200 recordings,
while the rest can come from
anywhere else in KFJC’s vast and
eclectic collection. Just grasping
the terms for describing some of
the music — crust, sludge, dark
wave and “math rock” — can be
a challenge.
Defining what makes it into
KFJC’s library is elusive, but the
general rule of thumb is that
mainstream bands and Grammy winners are rejected, while
smaller and local bands in need
of more exposure are weighed
favorably. The more the band
does to try new things or break
from the formula, the more likely
it’s the right fit for the station,
Johnson said.
“Is it something somewhat
rare, something new to the music
world outside of the regular
formula? Even from past genres
like power pop and punk — it’s if
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Jennifer Waits readies a CD while a record plays in the KFJC studio at Foothill College in Los Altos Hills on
April 2.

they do something different than
what we’ve heard before,” he said.
That’s why, if you’re listening to a melodic tune on 89.7, it
may abruptly shift gears to what
sounds like dishwasher noises.
In the current library is a band
called Matmos, a San Francisco
band that just did an album
of music generated by plastic
materials. The band Survival
Research Laboratories takes it
a step further, creating music
through bizarre robots equipped
with flamethrowers and shock
wave cannons. Some DJs have
played lengthy tracks that sound
a lot like static and nothing else,
prompting phone calls with concerns that something is wrong
with the broadcast.
“The pots and pans and the
sounds of punching people — it
comes out of the idea of doing
something completely out of the
formula,” Johnson said.
Who are these people?
It quickly becomes clear as you
listen to KFJC that few, if any, of
the voices you hear are college
students. Foothill hasn’t offered
a broadcast degree for years, and

MAGALI GAUTHIER

DJ Bully Demise scours KFJC’s vinyl library, thumbing through the tens
of thousands of records at the station.
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a career in radio has lost some of
its allure since the 1990s. Instead,
the station and all of its zaniness
is held together by a devoted crew
of volunteers from all walks of
life — a sort of United Nations
General Assembly of radio fans
and music lovers for which there
is no prototype.
DJs at the station include tech
employees, musicians, teachers, a
tattoo artist, the owner of a wine
label and an employee at the Palo
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo.
They live throughout the Bay
Area — some grew up listening
to KFJC and others came from
the East Coast, Michigan, Japan,
Hawaii, England and Australia.
“Maybe half of them are local,
but a lot of the folks are transplanted into the area and discover
the station,” Johnson said.
It’s through these DJs who
stick around for years, some
now sporting wispy gray hair,
that form the station’s cultural
foundation and a personality.
Robert Emmett, who plays three
solid hours of soundtracks from
movies and television shows from
the early 20th century to today, is
one of the most popular. DJ Spliff
Skankin can be counted on to
give listeners their fix of reggae,
and Phil Dirt and Cousin Mary
are the gurus of all things surf at
the station.
Jennifer Waits, known as DJ
Cynthia Lombard, has been
engulfed in college radio for
decades, working at three stations
before “upping the ante” with
KFJC in 1999, as she put it. Foothill’s station expects more from
its DJs and the training process
is intense, but with it comes a
constant feed of new music and
discovery that’s hard to replicate.
“KFJC has only expanded since
then, and that’s why I’m here — to
keep expanding and learning,”
she told the Voice during a recent

Tuesday show. “The show I do
now is different than it was 20
years ago, as it should be.”
To Waits, college stations like
KFJC are a rare and valuable
resource that gain importance
the further they are away from
cultural epicenters like San Francisco. She said she remembers
moving to a small town in Ohio
for graduate school and having
really only one place to turn for
new music: the local college radio
station.
“It was an oasis of creative
music,” she said. “In places like
that, you need it even more than
San Francisco, so maybe you
need it more in a place like Los
Altos Hills.”
Fully embracing that spirit of
discovery is DJ Bully Demise, one
of the station’s younger DJs, who
started last summer. Still learning the ropes and doing fill-ins,
she said she remembers hearing
KFJC when she was growing up
in the Bay Area. She jumped on
an opportunity to work at the
station while juggling a job and
classes at De Anza College.
It’s hard to DJ at the station and not stumble upon new
bands and new music. While
grabbing a record, she said, a
strange band name or art on
the record sleeve just pulls your
attention — her inclination is
to put it on the air and see what
happens. No middleman, no
Pitchfork Media review — just
pure experimentation.
“I need to discover new music, I
want to discover something new,”
she said. “Often times a review
will color what your opinions will
be, where(as) I’ll just pick music if
it sounds interesting or weird.”
Once a new band gets added
to the library, KFJC does its best
to promote the music in any way
that it can, said Liz Clark, the
station’s promotions manager.

Bands are invited to come by
for live performances in KFJC’s
studio “The Pit,” and DJs give
away tickets to upcoming shows.
Station staff has a running tradition of creative wordsmithing
during the verbal, on-air preview
of the shows called The Concert
Outlook, which runs every day
at 8:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 5:30
p.m. Bands never “perform”
somewhere — they “honk and
hoot” or “yuck it up,” depending
on their name.
“I’m not sure when it started,
the fun wordplay,” Clark said.
“They used to incorporate songs
or song titles into the concert
outlook, and now they just kind
of get as weird and crazy as
possible.”
Keeping alive all the recording
equipment, the turntables and the
perpetually breaking CD players is Brian Potter, KFJC’s chief
engineer. He remembers arriving
in San Jose from England in 1992
and seeking a degree from Foothill College, where he found the
station by accident while walking around the campus. He was
excited to embrace the engineering aspects of KFJC. The music?
Not so much.
“I was perplexed,” he said,
describing some of the tracks as
flesh-peeling noise. “I spent a lot
of time sitting here in the station
on my first project, scratching my
head saying, ‘I just do not understand.’ I would wonder what I was
even doing here.”
“I came around eventually, and
I can handle skronky jazz now,
which I had never been able to do
before,” he added.
On the tech side, KFJC has
always punched above its weight
through a combination of personal connections, dogged determination and a willingness to
push the envelope in ways college
stations had no business doing in
the early 1990s. Determined to do
a live remote broadcast of South
by Southwest in 1994, Potter said
they were able to convince the
powers that be at NPR in Austin
to hook up KFJC’s equipment to
its satellite feed. They set up the
VHF data links in a hotel room
and plopped a rented satellite dish
down on a nearby field, Potter
said, and KFJC was able to play
live performances from more
than 1,400 miles away.
Many more remote broadcasts
would follow, in England, New
Zealand, Iceland, the Netherlands, Japan, Italy and Germany, all successful in their own
right despite a handful of messy
glitches. The Liverpool International Festival of Psychedelia
was particularly rough when the
KFJC crew found out not long
before the show started that they
couldn’t get venue’s the satellite
connection working. Turns out
the neighbors across the street
had a lightning-fast connection,

LocalNews
prompting Potter and his crew to
use two Wi-Fi microwave links to
bridge the connection across the
road. All they needed to do was
find a place to plug in.
“Turns out it was in the bar,” he
said. “We ran cables all around,
up the stairwell and put this little
antenna up pointed out the window. By then we’re already two
hours late and the festival has
already started.”
Foothill’s administrators seem
content, as they have for decades,
to let KFJC do its own thing and
manage its equipment internally.
Doc Pelzel, the station supervisor, described KFJC as being in a
sort of “bubble,” a self-sufficient,
independent unit at the school
with a tacit understanding that
if a computer breaks, it’s going to
be up to KFJC’s volunteers — not
the campus IT staff — to go fix
it. Pelzel said he appreciates the
hands-off approach and the aged,
rectangular brick building that
holds the station together.
“We do have to pay rent for
(the) transmitter site and electricity, but that’s a small price to pay
for the facilities we’ve got,” he
said.
Counter-culture
underpinnings
Keeping with the station’s
rebellious reputation, KFJC today
is largely the product of revolution and a perpetual rejection of
playing any tunes that come near
Billboard’s top 200 chart.
Institutional memory gets hazy
prior to 1980, but the story goes
that the general manager at KFJC
tried unsuccessfully in 1978 to
move toward a tight format that
cloned the mainstream rock
stations of the day. The move
threatened to narrow the focus
to hit singles, muting less popular
bands, Pelzel said.
“It doesn’t allow for a lot of creativity or experimentation and it
was already available elsewhere,
and the crowd that came in 1978
sort of voted out the guy who was
running the station,” Pelzel said.
It wasn’t the first time KFJC
blew off the rules. When college
students on the Peninsula were
protesting the expansion of the
Vietnam War into Cambodia,
Pelzel said a crush of students
on campus turned the station
into a “hotbed of activity” running 24 hours a day. As a result,
requirements to play dry, preproduced public affairs material
were impossible to enforce, and
student DJs drifted away from
what Pelzel described as “1950s
Pleasantville-type shows” to rock
‘n’ roll.
Charting a new course, the
student-led insurrection plunged
KFJC deep into the world of
underground radio in the 1980s,
bringing in a focus on new wave
and gritty hardcore punk. Rap
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Eric Johnson (aka DJ Grawer) adjusts the audio during a live
performance by experimental guitarist and vocalist John Saint-Pelvyn at
KFJC on April 22.

was also starting to take off as
a genre, but Pelzel said it was
unfortunately not part of the station’s descent into underground
music.
For some in the Bay Area, it
can’t be overstated how much the
station’s counter-culture airwaves
meant to them. Clark, now on
KFJC as DJ Maybelline, said she
remembers moving to Foster City
in 1980 and feeling an awful sense
of isolation. Happening upon a
station that was doing something
so different turned out to be her
salvation.
“I didn’t know anybody and, I
swear to God, I found KFJC on
the radio dial and it saved my
life,” Clark said. “I had a new job, I
didn’t know anyone, I didn’t know
anywhere, and I found a station
that was playing punk rock.”
Counting himself among the
newcomers-turned-devotees is
Simon Pennington, a British
transplant now working as an
administrator at Foothill College. Pennington told the Voice
he was a high schooler when he
arrived from England in 1979 and
struggled to fit in. It was a tough
transition, he said, made even
harder by a lack of shared musical
interest. KFJC kept him sane, he
said, and probably helped save his
life, too.
“I was listening to The Ruts and
reggae and rap while everyone at
Paly was listening to Led Zeppelin and Rush,” he said.
Pennington said he vividly
remembers hearing the station
for the first time at 1 a.m. It was
exciting to hear new sounds,
intently listening to jot down
the name of the artist and song,
hopping on a bus to the record
store and potentially meeting
like-minded fans while searching
for the album. “As fantastic as the
internet is, it takes away from the
romance of discovery,” Pennington said.
As fate would have it, Pennington would later land a job as the
dean of fine arts at Foothill College, ostensibly overseeing KFJC.

Johnson said he was nervous
about how the new hire would
react to the unusual music, only
to find out Pennington was a
die-hard fan, a former British
punk and had even performed
at a KFJC live studio event. Pennington said he hopes the station
doesn’t still have the recording.
Despite the subterranean “we’ll
play whatever we feel like” attitude, the station managed to
stumble into the international
spotlight and was featured on the
pages of the Wall Street Journal in
1983. The reason? Students at the
station decided to broadcast more
than 800 versions of the song
“Louie, Louie” over the course of
63 hours, playing every version
they could get their hands on.
As the Journal wrote somewhat
condescendingly, “no version
of ‘Louie Louie’ is too awful for
KFJC.”
“Maximum Louie Louie,” as it
came to be known, is now permanently engraved in the mythos of
the station, which seemed right
on point, Johnson said. The
song was rebellious and confused authorities, with faux lyrics
including lewd language making
the rounds at college campuses.
It culminated when the FBI
opened a criminal investigation
into the possibility the lyrics were
obscene, and ultimately came
up empty-handed. Much like
the 1978 insurrection and the
anti-war protests preceding it,
the marathon felt like a victory,
extending a middle finger to the
powerful.
The strange sounds, and
where they come from
Every Wednesday afternoon,
KFJC jolts to life. DJs and station volunteers churn through
the tight hallways of the station,
jumping between computers and
printers while clutching albums,
peeling sticky labels and preparing the latest haul of new music.
CDs, 12-inch records, 7-inch
records, jazz, blues, movie

soundtracks, hip-hop, old stuff,
new stuff, famous releases and
unknown tracks from long-forgotten musicians — all of it gets
tossed in an industrial crate and
taken to a dim lecture hall across
campus with a periodic table of
elements on the wall.
Like a sort of adult show-andtell, DJs take turns describing
each one of them.
“You get some quiet moments,
but there are some very piercing, filling-loosening songs going
on here,” said DJ Goodwrench,
describing a CD from jazz duo
Vinny Golia and Gianni Mimmo.
“If you’re looking for some mellow flute you’re probably going to
be disappointed, but if you want
avant-garde jazz, it’s there in
spades,” he said.
Dark, ambient and pretty
miserable is how DJ Number
6 described the soundtrack to
“Hereditary,” a 2018 horror movie
with music that was intended
more as a movie prop and probably never meant for radio play.
“It’s really not a pleasant, a
comfortable or a happy listening experience,” he said, shortly
before recommending that people
listen to it “in whole” during their
lowest moment of self-disgust.
Chaotic but meticulous, this
is the weekly routine through
which KFJC introduces music
to its library, adding to a staggering collection. The tally, now
approaching 77,000, including
tens of thousands of vinyl records
and CDs, along with hundreds
of cassettes and carts. During
a worldwide event earlier this
month called Vinylthon, college
stations were encouraged to play
nothing but vinyl records for 24
hours straight. KFJC could very
well have done that by accident,
so they went for the gold. Capping off the event on Thursday,
April 18, the station had played
168 hours of vinyl, with a little
fisheye camera planted in the
studio to prove it.
Nic Lacasse, the station’s music
director, admits there’s hardly
any room left to move around the
station, and his job — digging up
30 new records, LPs and other
sources of music each week — is
keeping it snug. He said it sometimes feels like the station is more
like an archive than an active
music library, but there doesn’t
seem to be the willpower to throw
anything away.
Behind the station’s scrappy
facade is an extensive and laborious system to find new music and
see if it passes KFJC’s smell test,
followed by a short written review
from a DJ that’s stuck directly
onto the records. Some of the
reviews are in haiku form, while
others are written like a cooking recipe, but you won’t find an
album without one.
“It’s overwhelming and all,
but every record and cassette

has a little sticker on it — maybe
someone reviewed it last week, or
maybe 40 years ago.”
The station’s music department
relies on its underwriting partners, Streetlight Records, Amoeba Music and Rasputin Music,
with Amoeba in San Francisco
having the largest and most varied selection of the three. Going
there, Lacasse said, is a serious
divide-and-conquer operation
for five people, with one person
heading to the international section while two more split a rack of
LPs. The final challenge: Sifting
through KFJC’s database to see if
the seemingly obscure picks are
already housed somewhere in the
station’s extensive shelves.
“That’s the tedious part,” Lacasse said. “Sometimes I’ll think
it’s new and I’ll go to look and
we already have it. Not only that,
we’ve had it for 30 years.”
The station’s guiding principle
has long been that the music
should go beyond people’s comfort zones or stretch their musical
horizons, with an expectation
that listeners won’t like everything they hear. Lacasse recommends doing a fade-out strategy
if you hate the music — kill the
volume for a while and then try
again later — because the DJ
could very well shift gears at a
moment’s notice.
Pennington, for all his admiration of the station, admits that he
finds some of the music awful.
But he said he loves the fact that
it’s on the air in an increasingly
commercialized environment
where “being liked” takes priority over everything else. He said
he looks at KFJC from a philosophical view, calling it a fulfilment of the American dream
— offering true individualism by
giving people a real alternative in
a world with dwindling options.
“The more that you get a corporation or a record company
controlling what you hear, the
less ideas you get to hear and
freedom you get to have,” he said.
“You should experiment, you
should listen to different things,
you should test yourself and challenge yourself.”
KFJC’s month of “Mayhem”
starts May 1 and has a whopping
56 special shows lined up, including some devoted to the station’s
60th birthday. More information
can be found at kfjc.org/listen/
mayhem. If you like what you
hear, donations can be made at
secure.kfjc.org to help keep the
lights on.
V

SEE MORE
ONLINE
mv-voice.com
A multimedia version of this story, with
photos and audio clips, will be available
online starting Monday at mv-voice.
com/news_features/2019/kfjc/.
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ATHLETICS
Dance Connection Palo Alto

To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS
Harker Summer Programs

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
San Jose

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by
dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining summer
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment
programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

www.harker.org/summer

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage
middle school girls in the fields of science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on
activities of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants
about STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to
their schoolwork and school choices in future years.

www.castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 470-7833

iD Tech

Stanford/Bay Area

The world’s #1 summer STEM program held at Stanford, Palo Alto
High School, and 150+ locations nationwide. With innovative
courses in coding, game development, robotics, and design, our
programs instill in-demand skills that embolden students to shape
the future. iD Tech Camps (weeklong, 7-17), Alexa Café (weeklong,
all-girls, 10-15), iD Tech Academies (2-week, 13-18).

idtech.com/locations/california-summer-camps/
stanford-university
(844) 788-1858

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series on
Biomedical Research
Stanford
EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu

explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer at Sand Hill School

Palo Alto

June 26 to July 23. If you’re looking for a great summer learning plus
fun option for your child and you want them to be ready for fall,
please join us at Sand Hill. The morning Literacy Program (8:30 to
noon) provides structured, systematic instruction for students with
learning challenges entering grades 1-8 in the fall. The afternoon
Enrichment Camp (Noon to 4) focuses on performing arts, social
skills and fun. Choose morning, afternoon or full day.

www.sandhillschool.org/summer

Summer@Stratford

(650) 688-3605

Palo Alto/Bay Area

Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching
summer camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and
engage in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age
students collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing
academic principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way.
At the Middle School level, individual subject-based enrichment
classes are offered and tailored for each grade level.

stratfordschools.com/summer

Write Now!
Summer Writing Camps

(650) 493-1141

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

Palo Alto

Casti Camp offers girls entering gr. 2-6 a range of age-appropriate
activities including athletics, art, science, computers, writing,
crafts, cooking, drama and music classes each day along with
weekly field trips. Leadership program available for girls entering
gr. 7-9.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp

City of Mountain View
Recreation

(650) 470-7833

Mountain View

Come have a blast with us this summer! We have something for
everyone – Recreation Camps, Specialty Camps, Sports Camps,
Swim Lessons, and more! Programs begin June 4 – register early!

www.mountainview.gov/register

City of Palo Alto Summer Camps

(650) 903-6331

Palo Alto

A wide array of camps, from theater and tennis to ceramics and
coding. Kids in kindergarten through high school can participate
in camps during week-long sessions from June 3 to Aug 9.

www.cityofpaloalto.org/summercamps
(650) 463-4949

Community School of Music

Mountain View

Community School of Mountain View Music and Arts (CSMA)
Mountain View 50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting,
Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops,
more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment.
Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

www.arts4all.org

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Palo Alto

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences while
creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We work to
build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new skills.

www.paloaltojcc.org/Camps

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

(650) 223-8622

Palo Alto

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce all
of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), PACCC Special
Interest Units (S.I.U.), F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment),
J.V. Sports and Operation: Chef! Periodic field trips, special visitors
and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round out the
variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps. Open to campers
from all communities. Register online.

www.paccc.org

Stanford Jazz Workshop

(650) 493-2361

Stanford

World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz
immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 8-12), high
school (July 14-19 and and July 21-26), and adults (July 28-Aug. 2).
All instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses
this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation
Skills. Visit our website for more information.

www.stanfordjazz.org

www.headsup.org

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our
children to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is
appropriate for ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

April 1 - 5, June 3 - August 2. Kids have fun, create a character, and
learn lifelong performance skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s
Theatre Camps. TheatreWorks offers camps during spring break
(offered in Palo and Menlo Park, April 1 - 5) and summer camps
(six sessions offered in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Los Altos
between June 3 - August 2) for children and youth in grades K-6.
Professional teaching artists lead students in activities including
acting, dance, play writing, and stagecraft skills. Sibling discounts
and extended care available.

www.artandsoulpa.com

www.theatreworks.org/education

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
Art and Soul Camp
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Palo Alto

(650) 269-0423

TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley
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(650) 736-0324

Palo Alto
Menlo Park

(650) 463-7146

Palo Alto

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 3-August 2.

www.danceconnectionpaloalto.com/danceconnection-event-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032

Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve player
technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around game.
Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps in Monterey
Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

www.KimGrantTennis.com

Text: (650) 690-0678
Call: (650) 752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps

Bay Area

Junior overnight and day tennis camps for boys and girls, ages
9-18 offered throughout June, July and August. Adult weekend
clinics available June and August. Camps directed by head
men’s coach, Paul Goldstein, head women’s coach, Lele Forood,
and associate men’s and women’s coaches, Brandon Coupe and
Frankie Brennan. Join the fun and get better at tennis this summer.

www.ussportscamps.com

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

Run for Fun Camps

Bay Area

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for
all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered
around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic,
highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2019 features
four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight
Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every
day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to
Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake
and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights
of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice
activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

www.runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-andschool-holiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Stanford Athletics & Youth

Stanford

Stanford Youth Programs brings you Camp Cardinal! Week-long
day camp programs on campus for kids (grades K – 10) from June
3 – August 9. Space is limited so register online now.

campcardinal.org

(650) 736-5436

Stanford Baseball Camps

Stanford

At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A
variety of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age groups
and skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several baseball
skills, fundamentals, team concepts, and game play.

www.stanfordbaseballcamp.com

Stanford Water Polo Camps

(650) 725-2054

Stanford

New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you.
Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All
camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com

Wheel Kids
Bike Camps

(650) 725-9016

Addison Elementary,
Palo Alto

Adventure Riding Camp for rising 1st - 8th gr, Two Wheelers Club
for rising K - 3rd gr. Week-long programs from 8:30 - 4, starting
June 3rd. Join us as we embark on bicycling adventures for the
more experienced rider or help those just learning to ride.

www.wheelkids.com/palo-alto

(650) 646-5435

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer
Day Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s
right for your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial
assistance is available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473
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Q GUEST OPINIONS

Celebrating two years of clean energy

Founding Editor, Kate Wakerly

Q  S TA F F

Q EDITORIAL

avoided! For Mountain View
alone, about 160 million pounds
t has been two years since of carbon emissions were avoidthe launch of Silicon Valley ed. The SVCE power supply is
Clean Energy (SVCE), the verified through mandatory
community electricity provider state reporting requirements.
for Mountain View and 12 other In addition, SVCE voluntarily
Santa Clara County communi- reports emissions to The Climate Registry, an independent
ties. How is it going so far?
orga n i z at ion
Homes and
that operates
buildings in
Guest Opinion
the global stanMountain
dard for emisView have been
receiving electricity from the sions reporting. As a communisame provider for more than 100 ty-owned and locally-governed
years. The difference is that now, agency, SVCE’s financial results
when over 37,000 Mountain have been strong and transparView households and businesses ent. The organization has won
turn on a light, run their refrig- finance awards for operational
erator or plug in a computer, excellence and achieved clean
they are receiving electricity audits in its first two years of
exclusively supplied by clean, operation.
In addition to GHG emissions
carbon-free sources. SVCE purchases clean electricity from reduction, SVCE saved customsolar, wind and hydropower to ers $20 million on their energy
meet our annual demand, in bills in 2018. SVCE is chartered
the place of electricity produced with putting our community
from fossil fuels such as natural first in providing cost-competitive electric generation rates
gas and coal.
SVCE’s clean electricity has for customers and reinvesting
helped reduce greenhouse gas locally. Along with customer bill
(GHG) emissions in our Silicon savings, SVCE granted $75,000
Valley communities by 16.6% to local nonprofits, dedicated
since 2015 — a total of 1.1 bil- $26,500 in high school stulion pounds of carbon emissions dent scholarships and supported
By Margaret Abe-Koga

I

many community events.
SVCE continues to push for
a clean and electric future
by exploring new, innovative
solutions for carbon reduction.
Within the electricity system,
there is a current timing mismatch between when renewable
energy is produced, and periods
of highest demand. This gap is
often filled by electricity generated from carbon-emitting
sources, such as natural gasfired plants. SVCE is working
to help solve this problem. For
instance, SVCE has signed longterm agreements for the largest
utility-scale, solar-plus-storage
projects to be built in the state.
These projects allow for solar
energy to be stored and supplied
after the sun sets through onsite batteries.
To complement the solarplus-storage projects, SVCE also
signed a long-term contract for a
new wind farm. The location of
this wind project in New Mexico
provides a unique timing advantage, as it ramps up electricity
production right when California’s solar supplies taper off.
With these cutting-edge power
agreements, SVCE will be able
to leverage more clean energy

for additional hours of the day.
Aiming to propel Mountain
View and all SVCE communities into a cleaner future, SVCE’s
recently approved Decarbonization Roadmap outlines 10 strategies and 18 programs to further
reduce GHGs. Efforts include a
heat pump water heater incentive to promote emission-free
water heating in homes, a collaboration with communities
to help push advanced energy
codes to incentivize all-electric
new construction, and installing
more electric vehicle charging
infrastructure to ensure that
community members can easily make the switch to electric
vehicles.
I am excited to see the future
innovation and progress that
Silicon Valley Clean Energy
helps bring to Mountain View,
and I am proud to serve as
SVCE’s board chair this year.
It is encouraging to have a
local public agency supporting
a healthy Mountain View for
future generations.
Margaret Abe-Koga is vice mayor
of the city of Mountain View
and serves as chair of the Silicon
Valley Clean Energy Board of
Directors.

QLETTERS
VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

LET THEM BUILD
ELSEWHERE
Your article on the Sobrato
North Bayshore development
(“City takes $8M hit on North
Bayshore park fees,” April 19)
clearly defines the way local
councils contribute to the Bay
Area growth crisis: They cave
to developers.
Mountain View Councilman
Chris Clark expressed concern
that if the council made more
demands on Sobrato, other
developers might get frightened. His statement puts the
city in a ridiculously weak
negotiating position. Clark
should be standing up for the
residents he represents, not
worrying about developers’
finances. If impact fees necessary to offset development
scare off developers, so be it.
Let them build elsewhere.
The council reduced school
fees by more than half, in spite
of school districts already facing a shortfall. That means

taxpayers are left holding the
bag for the difference.
Also, as Councilman John
McAlister points out, the
Sobrato project falls short of
the city’s goal of 3 acres of open
space per 1,000 residents. With
taller and denser buildings
throughout the Bay Area, open
space is more precious than
ever. It should be treasured and
protected, not given away.
Sobrato claims the cost of one
apartment unit has increased
to $645,000 because of park
and school fees, which are tied
to escalating property values.
Thus, they can’t afford to build
homes.
Who drove up property
values? Google and Sobrato!
Should we now take pity on
them and let them off the hook
for impact fees? How much do
we have to sacrifice to meet
Sobrato’s investment goals?
Thanks to council members
McAlister and Margaret AbeKoga for seeing the folly in
giving away city funds and

resources at the expense of
residents.
Pat Marriott
Los Altos

SB 50
After years of approving
office buildings with lots of
employees but little housing,
cities and counties in California are facing state legislation
(including Senate Bill 50) that
would empower developers to
build four- to eight-story condos and/or apartments — with
little on-site parking — almost
anywhere they can assemble
the land. Included are neighborhoods otherwise reserved
for single-family homes.
SB 50 is sponsored by corporate CEOs who intend to
import hundreds of thousands
of additional workers from
outside of California every
year. There are only three ways
to stop the onslaught:
• Try to make a deal with the

state government to add housing that is less onerous than
the bills portend.
• Circulate a statewide referendum petition that, with
enough signatures, would suspend the new state law pending
a vote in 2020, and
• Circulate a statewide initiative petition to add to the California Constitution language
that would authorize cities and
counties to continue to make
basic land-use decisions.
At the April 2 meeting of the
Mountain View City Council,
I pointed out that SB 50 had
just advanced out of committee in Sacramento and likely
had the votes for ultimate
passage. Thereafter, I emailed
the City Council asking if
any member had any plan.
I received no response. But
maybe some council members
will announce a plan before it
is too late.
Gary Wesley
Continental Circle

April 26, 2019 Q Mountain View Voice Q MountainViewOnline.com Q

19

49 SHOWERS DRIVE W111, MOUNTAIN VIEW · OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1:30–4:30PM

Sophisticated
Sophi
isticated Condo with Los Altos Schools
Offered at $998,000 · 2 Beds · 2 Baths · Home ±1,206 sf
This remodeled home is in the best location in the
complex. With only one side neighbor, a balcony
overlooking green space & fountains, and close to
amenities such as pool, spa & parking you will live the
easy life. The highly desirable Mountain View location
is only moments from the Cal Train, Silicon Valley
employers such as Google, Facebook & LinkedIn and
San Antonio center providing a vibrant retail experience.
The kitchen is upgraded with quartz counters, stainless
steel appliances and is open to the living/dining combo.
Two spacious, light filled bedrooms, two updated
bathrooms, new carpet, laminate flooring in the living
area, plantation shutters, recessed lighting, inside
laundry, secure parking/building and forced air heat
complete this move-in condition home. The beautiful
community includes two pools, children’s playground
and clubhouse. This sophisticated home is served by
top rated Los Altos schools.

More photos and info at kinaan.com
Downtown Menlo Park
640 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park · 650.847.1141
GoldenGateSIR.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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OMAR KINAAN, REALTOR®
650.776.2828
omar@kinaan.com
kinaan.com
Lic. #01723115

