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Jewelry Wish List
at Home Consignment Center
Check out our wide selection of jewelry...
try on as much as you’d like!
Choose your top 10 pieces and create
your “jewelry wish list.” We keep the
list on ﬁle and he surprises you with
something from your list.
Less stress for him and you’re
sure to get a gift that you’ll love.
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JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL

Holiday Tree Lighting
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6:30 PM
•
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•
RAFFLE FOR A
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STAYCATION

CARDINAL HOTEL LOBBY
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Garden Lights
Santa Saturdays
Holiday Teas
Artisan Market
Use code PAWEEKLY
to get $2 OFF Admission.
Restrictions apply.

Solstice Celebration

NOVEMBER 23 – DECEMBER 30 DAILY, 10:00AM – 4:00PM
PLUS THURSDAYS – SUNDAYS, 10:00AM – 8:00PM
86 caÑada road, woodside, CA 94062 | www.filoli.org | 650-364-8300
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Courtesy of German International School of Silicon Valley

The German Holiday Market in downtown Mountain View takes place in City Hall Plaza on Dec. 14.

Seven holiday pop- up markets
you don’t want to miss
Midpeninsula artisan fairs celebrate culture, handmade crafts
by Melissa McKenzie

T

hose looking for the feel of an authentic European-style holiday market
don’t necessarily need to travel beyond the Midpeninsula. The region is home
to a growing number of holiday pop-up markets, each with its own cultural flair and oneof-kind handcrafted items.
Looking for handcarved nutcrackers from
Germany? Head to downtown Mountain
View’s German market, where you might
even encounter the mythical Krampus roaming the outdoor vendor booths looking for
children who have misbehaved. Craving
Parisian breads or looking for handmade
scented soaps? The French market in Palo
6 Holiday Spirit 2019

Alto includes an array of imported foods
and crafts from the City of Lights. And those
looking for the opportunity to learn a Russian jig while browsing booths for gift items
will likely find an opportunity at the Waldorf School of the Peninsula Annual Holiday
Faire in Los Altos.
From the music, specialty foods and children’s activities to the imported handicrafts
and one-of-a-kind items from local artisans,
these pop-up markets provide shoppers more
than a place to find unique gifts — they provide a chance to participate in the holiday
joys of giving with the proceeds from many
of them benefitting various local nonprofits.

“People enjoy the festive atmosphere; it
puts them in the holiday spirit,” said Fanny
Retsek, director of the Palo Alto Art Center
Studio, which holds a ceramics and jewelry
sale during the holiday season. Proceeds
from the event benefit the nonprofit’s programs. “People can pick up the work, hold it
or try it on to see how it looks. (It’s) not like
buying something online where you don’t really know what it will be like when it arrives.”
According to the organizers of these European-style fairs, there’s a sense of belonging
and inclusion that comes from attending the
markets.
“In a postmodern society that has always
been a melting pot, people seek authenticity,” said Father Andrew Smith of Nativity of
the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church in Menlo
Park, which hosts the annual Russian Christmas Bazaar. “They might not have an idea of
what their own authenticity is, and I think it’s
comforting and nostalgic to find that somewhere else.”
Elisabeth Michel, who organizes The
French Fair, believes culturally focused fairs
serve as an introduction to a particular country’s customs, and a meeting place for native
transplants. The fair, she explained, started
15 years ago as a way for the French community to celebrate and support French products
and locally owned French businesses. Over
the years, it’s grown well beyond the French
community, she said
“For American people or non-French
people ... there’s an attraction to ... seeing
something different,” Michel said. “We want
to make people feel as if they were in France
for a day.”
Susan O’Sullivan, director of development
and external relations at Filoli in Woodside,
believes people come to the historic estate’s
annual European-influenced holiday market
for another reason — to find gifts that are
difficult to find elsewhere.
“I think online shopping with the big retailers makes it easy to find items that are
widely available, but many folks really try to
seek out things that are locally made or artisan made and unique.”

Here’s a list of some of the pop-up markets
scheduled to take place along the Midpeninsula this holiday season:

The French Fair —
A Day in France
Launched by a small group of French residents living in southern California 15 years
ago, The French Fair has found a growing following in Palo Alto, where it has been held
over the past six years. According to organizers, the fair has become the largest Bay Area
event devoted to French culture, food and
fashion. This year’s holiday fair includes more
than 60 vendors selling handmade items and
European imports; two French singers; children’s activities; a fashion show; a French car
exhibition; and French imported foods —
charcuterie, baguette sandwiches, pastries,
cheese — from Sunnyvale’s Frenchery market, which imports and delivers hard-to-find
food items directly from France.
Where: Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
When: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 16.
Cost: Free. A portion of the event’s proceeds
benefit Mentor Tutor Connection, a
nonprofit program launched by the Los
Altos Rotary Club in 1996 to provide
classroom tutors and mentors at Mountain
View and Los Altos schools.
Info: frenchfair.org

Filoli Artisan Market
Visitors can take a stroll back in time to experience the historic Filoli estate decorated as
it would have been when the Bourn and Roth
families occupied the space between 1917 and
1975. As part of Holidays at Filoli festivities,
in which the house and gardens are adorned
to reflect the season, Filoli hosts its annual
five-day Filoli Artisan Market with a festive
French feel. This year’s market will include
20 artisans who will be selling soaps, handturned wood bowls, jewelry, ornaments, glass
items, fine art, notecards and more. Food gift
items also will be available for purchase from
Continued on page 8
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Courtesy of Jeff Bartee

A decorative gingerbread house is among the
handmade items for sale at the annual Filoli Artisan
Market held at the clocktower on the historic property.
Continued from page 7

vendors, including Bert’s Bites and Woodside Bakery. Additionally, Filoli’s newly
developed hard cider — made with apples
from the property’s orchard — as well as its
honey, vinegars and teas will be available for
purchase.
Where: Filoli Visitor Center, 86 Cañada
Road, Woodside.
When: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m., Saturday - Sunday,
Nov. 23-24 & Friday - Sunday, Nov. 29-30,
Dec. 1.
Cost: $25 adult, $12 children 5-17 (includes
admission to Filoli house and gardens.); $35
adult, $18 children 5-17 for evening market,
which includes illuminated grounds and
holiday-themed entertainment. Proceeds
benefit the historic, nonprofit property.
Info: filoli.org/event/artisan-market

Waldorf School of the Peninsula
Annual Holiday Faire
More of a holiday event with items for
sale than a vendor-focused bazaar, the Annual Holiday Faire is a community-centered,
8 Holiday Spirit 2019

activity-focused day of fun for students,
their families and members of the community. Curated items for sale include wooden
puzzles and toys, wreaths, locally made bath
and body-care items, shawls, jewelry and
handmade items crafted by parents. Activities are ticket-based and include beeswax
candle dipping, wreath making, hair braiding and face painting. Pocket fairies roam
the grounds, musicians perform traditional
Russian jigs. Puppet shows and storytelling
areas keep children entertained. There is also
a gnome adventure crawlspace for kids and
holiday trees are placed throughout the winter wonderland-themed event. Additionally,
Ce Patli, a food truck focused on organic,
non-GMO Mexican cuisine will be onsite
and hot chocolate and horchata are available
for purchase.
Where: Waldorf School of the Peninsula,
11311 Mora Drive, Los Altos. Shuttle
available from Antiochian Orthodox
Church of the Redeemer, 380 Magdalena
Ave, Los Altos.
When: 6 - 9 p.m., Friday, Dec. 6, (adultsonly boutique); 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 7, (all ages — boutique and activities).
Cost: Free. Proceeds benefit the school.
Info: waldorfpeninsula.org/event/
annual-holiday-faire/

The Art Center Ceramics
and Jewelry Sale
Jewelery artist Barbara Carman initiated
the idea for the annual Palo Alto Art Center Ceramics and Jewelry Sale four years
ago as a way for the studio artists to show
and sell their work, as well as to showcase
the caliber of artwork being created at the
nonprofit center — managed by the city of
Palo Alto — which is open to the public for
art activities of all ages. The sale provides an
opportunity to purchase unique, handmade,
high-quality gifts and objects ranging from
functional plates, bowls, platters and mugs
to sculptures and jewelry made of precious
metals and stones designed and fabricated
Continued on page 10

YOU DESERVE TO FEEL LIKE

yourself again.

Issues like vaginal itching, burning, and
dryness can have a profound impact on
intimacy.
The MonaLisa Touch uses advanced
laser technology to provide fast relief to
symptoms caused by menopause and
breast cancer treatments.
Contact us to set up a free consultation.
El Camino Women’s Medical Group
Dr. Amy Teng and Dr. Pooja Gupta
2500 Hospital Dr., Bldg. 8A | Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 396-8110 | www.ElCaminoWomen.com
E-mail Us: Shar@ElCaminoWomen.com
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Continued from page 8

by the 46 professional artist vendors. The Art
Center Gallery also is open during the event.
Where: Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell
Road, Palo Alto.
When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7
Cost: Free. Proceeds benefit the
participating artists, the studios and the
Palo Alto Art Center Foundation.
Info: cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/
artcenter

Annual Christmas Market
at Allied Arts Guild
Menlo Park's landmark Allied Arts Guild,
which for decades has housed shops and
artist studios in its 1920s-era Spanish-style
buildings, hosts an annual Christmas Market that includes an eclectic mix of artisans
selling everything from spices, Peruvian
crafts and handsewn items to wool and knitted goods, jewelry, mosaic art, linen items,
leather and wood gifts, natural soaps and
lip balms and locally made toffee spaced
throughout its 3.5 acres of gardens. Entertainment includes a visit from Santa, carolers
and live music throughout the day. Guests
are encouraged to make lunch reservations
at Cafe Wisteria, (650-838-9002). As part of
the festivities, some shops give out small gifts
and treats to visitors, others hold drawings.
Where: Allied Arts Guild, 75 Arbor Road,
Menlo Park.
When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7
Cost: Free. Proceeds support the Packard
Children's Hospital.
Info: alliedartsguild.org

Russian Christmas Bazaar
For more than 50 years, Nativity of the
Holy Virgin Orthodox Church in Menlo
Park has brought a little bit of the Russian
tradition to the holiday shopping season. This
one-day event contains a rummage sale, two
local artists selling artwork, church tours and
honey from the Holy Assumption Orthodox
Monastery in Calistoga. Live Russian music
10 Holiday Spirit 2019

For more than 50 years, Nativity of the Holy Virgin
Orthodox Church in Menlo Park has brought a little
bit of Russian tradition to the holiday shopping
season with its Russian Christmas Bazaar.

and a Russian puppet show will keep visitors
entertained while they dine, a la carte, on traditional Russian cuisine handmade from recipes passed on from generation to generation,
including cabbage rolls, piroshki, borscht and
a variety of sweet desserts. In addition to the
food, one of the biggest draws to the bazaar
is its "Lucky Barrel," where for $2, guests can
purchase a wrapped children's or adult gift
without knowledge of what's under the paper.
Where: Nativity of the Holy Virgin
Orthodox Church, 1220 Crane St., Menlo
Park.
When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7
Cost: Free. Donations accepted. Proceeds
benefit the parish's religious sisterhood of
nuns.
Info: tserkov.org

German Holiday Market
In every village, town and city in Germany,
an open-air Christmas market, Weihnachtsmarkt or Christkindlmarkt, is held every holiday season. In 2013, the German International
School of Silicon Valley (GISSV) developed the
German Holiday Market in downtown Mountain View to bring the German cultural tradition to the Bay Area. In striving for an authentic experience, GISSV places wood facades on
booths to create a village atmosphere representing those found in Germany, Austria and Switzerland, and sells German food and sweets, as
Continued on page 12
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Courtesy of Conny and Dennis Olarte

well as holiday market hallmarks, such as Glühwein (warm mulled wine) and Kinderpunsch
(hot cider). Only vendors offering handcrafted
goods or items imported from Germany and
other parts of Europe are chosen to participate
in the fair. "It's an authentic German Christmas
market which you (typically) can't find here in
the Bay Area," said vendor Dennis Olarte, who
helps his wife, Conny, sell her handmade, natural soaps called Essence of O.
"It's so much fun. You have the Christmas
lights, you have the food, you have the drinks,
you have the cookies and pretzels they serve in
Germany, and you can't find that anywhere."
Where: Mountain View City Hall Plaza, 500
Castro St., Mountain View.
When: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 14
Cost: Free. Proceeds from the event benefit the
German International School of Silicon Valley.
Info: gissv.org/gissv-home-english/schoollife/events/german-holiday-market Q

Conny and Dennis Olarte’s natural soaps, “Essence of
O,” are among the handcrafted items available at The
German Holiday Market.
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VISIT US IN PERSON,
OR ORDER ONLINE
FOR PICK UP OR DELIVERY.

SHOPHARBORSIDE.COM

OAKLAND

Order online today.
We offer in-store
pick up or delivery
for your convenience.

1840 Embarcadero

SAN JOSE
1365 North 10 St.
LIC# A10-17-0000041, A10-17-0000023
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Photos courtesy of Shreve & Co.

Visual merchandising artist Jim Cardosa, who creates holiday-themed windows for Shreve & Co., said “Fabled
Lands” is among his favorite designs because he had very few limitations or creative boundaries.

A window into holiday magic
Meet the artist behind Shreve & Co.’s famed Christmas displays

T

he tiny elves, trumpeters and whimsical fairies who have occupied the
ever-changing mini wonderlands
in each of Shreve & Co.’s five windows at
Stanford Shopping Center over the past 25
holiday seasons may only be a few inches tall,
but that hasn’t prevented them from capturing the imagination of passersby year after
year. From the painted porcelain faces of the

trumpeters to the tiny pants and hats worn
by elves preparing for Santa’s big Christmas
Day celebration in a village at the North Pole,
everything in each window display is handcrafted and based on the vision of one man
— Jim Cardosa.
Cardosa, an award-winning visual
Continued on page 16
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merchandising designer who got his start at
Macy’s 40 years ago, has worked behind the
scenes imagining and creating differently
themed displays for Shreve & Co.’s Palo Alto
and San Francisco stores each holiday season for the past quarter century. It’s his job
to catch the eye of shoppers within only a
fraction of a second and entice them into the
showrooms of the 167-year-old San Francisco-based jewelry company. To do that, not a
single detail can be overlooked — not a drop
of glue can show and nothing can be out of
line, Cardosa says. The only thing onlookers should be focused on are the miniature
magical scenes that each tell their own story.
Each display, which on average is approximately 18 inches wide by 20 inches tall, has
two sides and is on a turntable-like platform
that rotates slowly every 30 seconds. One side
of the display depicts a mini holiday scene;

the other side displays jewelry, watches and
other items that are offered inside the store.
This holiday season, the Shreve & Co. windows have stepped back in time to present
Christmas dioramas housed in reproductions of vintage Christmas decoration boxes.
In one window, for example, there’s a fairy
in an over-sized Shiny Brite ornament box.
Just about every family owned these boxes
in the ’40s through the ’60s, explained Cardosa, who took time out of his busy season to
talk to the Weekly about his famed windows.
Q: You’ve been creating iconic window
displays for Shreve & Co. each holiday
season for the past 25 years. Where do you
find your inspiration?
A: Inspiration comes to me in many ways.
I find that inspiration comes at moments
when I least expect it. It can come from many
sources: nature, magazines, movies, browsing images on the internet or from personal
experiences. I’ve even been inspired by a billboard and created a theme around that idea.
You just never know.
Q: Can you describe the process of how
you take your vision and turn it into themed
window displays?
A: I’m very fortunate in that I have a strong
ability to envision a concept from start to
finish. Depending on the project, I do sometimes work with a team of artists. This year,
as I’ve done in the past, I’m working with
Kat Soto, a truly gifted doll artist. Kat will
be handcrafting custom fairies for this year’s
Christmas windows at Shreve. Both Kat and
I create just about everything from scratch,
working in our respective studios. Once our
work is completed, I transport and install the
displays myself and fine-tune the details on
site.

Elves prepare for Santa’s big Christmas Day
celebration at the North Pole during a past Christmas
season at Stanford Shopping Center’s Shreve & Co.
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Q: How much time do you spend creating
the displays each holiday season?
A: Most people have no idea how much
time and thought goes into creating these
unique holiday displays. People are so
Continued on page 18

Happy Holidays
from

Stay with us and save!
Encourage your visitors to stay
at Dinah’s Garden Hotel or enjoy
your own staycation with us.

Get up to 15% OFF
the Best Available Rate for
hotel accommodations.
Call hotel directly at 650.493.2844 to reserve your
room. Please mention this ad in Holiday Spirit.

Please make reservations at Dinah's
Poolside Restaurant for the Holidays.

4261 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
HOTEL ~ 650.493.2844
RESTAURANT ~ 650.798.1314

In the spirit of the
season, let’s fill the rack
for Coldwell Banker’s
One Warm Coat
program!
Drop off a new or gently used coat to our
Palo Alto office by Dec 13.
630 Ramona Street (between Forest & Hamilton)
For pickup from your porch, contact
Nancy@NancyGoldcamp.com
650-400-5800 or 650-325-6161
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used to purchasing ready-made items that
they forget that some things are still handmade, which takes a considerable amount
of thought and time. I usually begin thinking about the Christmas windows in early
spring and finalize the concepts by early
summer and begin fabrication by late summer/early fall. In terms of hours, literally
hundreds of hours are spent from concept
to installation.
Q: How has technology changed the way
you create your displays over the years?
A: Window display is still an old-school
form of street entertainment. I tend to stay
away from a lot of electronic gimmicks in my
windows because I feel people get a lot of that
stimulation in their daily lives already. I like
the quiet approach to capturing a person’s
attention, using a strong visual statement and
imagery to stop them on the street.
Q: When designing the windows, what’s
your goal?
A: My first and foremost goal when designing a window is to be faithful to my client’s
brand and image, promoting them in the best
way possible. I am very aware that the window isn’t about me; it’s about them and the
public’s reaction to them. Of course, the ultimate goal is to get a person’s attention and
engage them to the point where they come
into the store.
Q: What were some of your most
memorable themes from years past?
A: I’ve been designing window displays
for 40 years, 25 of those years for Shreve &
Co. In that time I’ve had many memorable
holiday displays and choosing a few is quite
difficult. Having said that, one of the most
memorable Shreve Christmas windows was
a collaboration with Kat Soto and the theme
was “Fabled Lands.” That year we were able
to create fantastical characters and environments with very few limitations and creative
boundaries. The result was a very magical
18 Holiday Spirit 2019

An elf works in the Wreath Department in a past
display at Shreve & Co.

experience for the public where they were
drawn into the experience and transported
to another world for a brief moment in time.
Q: How did you get your start creating
window displays?
A: As a child I was always interested and engaged in creative expression. My parents were
both very artistic and creative and encouraged
my brothers and I to express ourselves artistically. As a young adult, I majored in art in college and started my display career at Macy’s.
My very first window display was for a Hoover
vacuum cleaner sale. That was the beginning
of a very challenging yet fulfilling career, never dull, always exciting and interesting.
Cardosa’s themed windows will be on display through the first week of January at
Shreve & Co., located at 329 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto. Q
— Linda Taaffe

KEEP YOUR HOUSE TOASTY THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON WITH THE HOME EFFICIENCY GENIE
The Home Efficiency Genie is an award-winning energy and
water efficiency program for Palo Alto residents. Let our
trusted advisors help you identify ways to increase efficiency,
cut costs and improve the comfort of your home.
A House Call includes:
• Comprehensive in-home assessment of energy and water use
• Building envelope testing and evaluation using infrared
cameras, blower-door and duct-pressure tests
• Efficiency upgrades and unbiased advice based on budget,
goals, and help locating qualiﬁed contractors
• Instant savings with LED bulbs, advanced power strip,
water-saving devices and more
Don’t let a drafty or inefficient home cost you money that’s better spent on holiday cheer.

QUALIFY FOR A FULL REFUND
Receive a full refund of your Genie House Call price paid
(up to $149) when you complete a qualifying home efficiency
improvement using a participating contractor within 90 days of
your in-home assessment.

CONTACT THE GENIE TODAY
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Call (650) 713-3411
Email advisor@efficiencygenie.com
Visit efficiencygenie.com for details
Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to access City facilities,
services or programs, or who would like information on the City’s compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may contact the City’s ADA
Coordinator at (650) 329-2368 (voice) or email ada@cityofpaloalto.org 11/19
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2019-20
We’re delighted to announce this
year’s 2019-20 Harker Concert
Series! The arts are integral to a
complete education at Harker, and

FRI. NOV. 22, 2019 l 7 P.M.

The Bohemian Trio
www.bohemiantrio.com

we are honored to share this year’s
lineup of outstanding performers
with the community. Plan to join us!

UP NEXT
FRI. FEB. 28, 2020 l 7 P.M.

Kronos
Quartet
www.kronosquartet.org

EARLIER THIS SEASON

FRI., SEPT. 20, 2019 l 7 P.M.

Laila Biali and
her Trio
www.lailabiali.com

Rothschild Performing Arts Center
The Harker School - Upper School Campus
500 Saratoga Ave., San Jose

$25 per concert
$15 students/seniors
Reception one hour prior to each performance.
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and soft drinks
included. Cash bar for wine and beer.

Information & tickets: www.harker.org/concerts
The Harker School | San Jose, CA | K-12 College Prep | www.harker.org
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Ring in the holidays with
an epic Christmas cake
Where to find Germany’s famed Dresden Christollen along the Midpeninsula
by Anna Medina

S

tollen. Dresden Christollen. Strutzel.
Striezel. Stutenbrot. It may go by many
names, but this oblong bread-like cake
— dusted in a thin blanket of powdered sugar,
dotted inside with colorful nuts, raisins, currants and candied orange and lemon peels —
is one of the quintessential German Christmas
desserts of the season. When baked, it gives off
the heady aroma of cinnamon, nutmeg, cardamom, cloves, brandy and butter — a distinctive scent that, for many, officially declares the
start of the Christmas season.
Not surprisingly, this annual German

tradition has found its way into bakeries and
markets up and down the Midpeninsula.
At Esther’s German Bakery in Los Altos,
making traditional stollen from a secret recipe
smuggled out of Germany has been a longtime
holiday custom that brings customers from
near and far.
For years, master baker Ernst Ruckaberle
churned out Esther’s famous stollen using a
recipe he discovered as a teenager while working at a bakery in Germany.
Continued on page 25
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Happy Holidays
from Celia’s
staurant
Mexican Re
Now taking
reservations for
your holiday parties.

R NT
R STAURA
RE

d
Fine Mexican Foo

Celia’s Palo Alto and Menlo
Park locations offer private
rooms for 35-100 people.

Call today to schedule
your event!
Palo Alto • 3740 El Camino Real • 650.843.0643
Menlo Park • 1850 El Camino Real • 650.321.8227

FFollow
ll
U
Us O
On S
Social
i l Media!
M di !

www.CeliasRestaurants.com

Craving a new voice in Peninsula dining?

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Every other week, top local food
reporter Elena Kadvany provides
insight into the latest openings
and closings, what she's eating
that she's excited about,
interviews with chefs and the
trends affecting local restaurants.
Sign up for food reporting you won't ﬁnd
anywhere else at paloaltoonline.com/express
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Welcome to the 2020 Season!
THE SOUND OF MUSIC
March 13 - 29

9 to 5 THE MUSICAL
June 12 - 28

LEGALLY BLONDE
August 14 - 30

CINDERELLA
November 6 - 22

Join us at the historic Fox Theatre in the
heart of Redwood City!
broadwaybythebay.org | (650) 579-5565
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LYNNORTH
N
Lynn North

SRES, President’s Club
DIRECT

650.209.1562

CELL

650.703.6437

Lnorth@compass.com.
BRE# 01490039

My best wishes to you for
this Holiday Season and
all Seasons to come.
Tori

4th Generation Resident
Serving the communities
of Los Altos, Mountain View,
o
Sunnyvale and Cupertino
I am personally committed
to your success
in selling or ﬁnding your
dream home.
RESULTS: Sold the last
25 homes in an average
of 9 days, and all for over
the asking price!

Happy Holidays!

650.996.0123
tori.atwell@compass.com

Compass.com
DRE 00927794

This Winter ...
The Garden Court Hotel
Palo Alto invites you and
your family to stay with us
during the Holidays or plan
your holiday lunch/dinner
with our catering team.
Special winter holiday menu and
exclusive holiday amenities during
your stay are available.

CONTACT US TODAY!
24 Holiday Spirit 2019

650-322-9000
reservations@gardencourt.com

Continued from page 21

Ruckaberle took special note when they
were making stollen at the shop. He allegedly
wrote down the recipe on the sole of his shoe
when no one was looking, eventually bringing
it with him to the United States, where his cake
quickly garnered a notable reputation.
According to those interviewed in this story,
there are as many variations of the fruitcake
as there are people who make it. Some recipes
use cherry brandy while others use rum. Some
cakes substitute apricots for cranberries and
vanilla extract for crushed vanilla beans. And
in Dresden, Germany — where the dessert has
its roots — the stollen that kicks off holiday
festivities can stretch as long as 27 feet and
weigh as much as 9,400 pounds.
No matter which recipe one follows, making
traditional stollen can be an arduous process.
“Us bakers, we’re very proprietary,” said Darius Williams, who will be making the dessert
during his first holiday season working as a
master baker at Esther’s this year after taking
over for Ruckaberle, who recently retired —
and opted to keep his stollen recipe a secret.
With a background in food science, Williams said he is up for the challenge of continuing Esther’s famed stollen tradition.
“Stollen will be the No. 1 item we focus on
this year,” he said, explaining how his cake’s
raisins are soaked in rum for at least 24 hours
and that the dough contains dried fruits, such
as oranges and lemons, and marzipan or almond mill. Williams described the end result
as a dough that’s reminiscent of brioche, but
less sweet and eggy. It contains more butter
than eggs and sugar.
Williams said that, for some, the cake also
has a symbolic meaning: The coat of powdered
sugar is thought to represent baby Jesus’ swaddling linen, a reminder of the Advent season.
Wrapped in a festive cellophane paper, Williams said people tend to give the cake as a gift
during the holidays.
Jan Sweyer, owner of Woodside Bakery &
Cafe in Menlo Park, said that her Europeanstyle bakery sells upwards of 600 loaves of stollen every holiday season. The cake is sold at
the bakery, special ordered or purchased from

What's the fascination
with Stollen?
Celebrating Christmas with a loaf of
stollen is a German tradition that stretches
back hundreds of years. It’s no wonder that
there are as many versions of this breadlike cake as there are people who make
it. Even the Roman Catholic Church and
German royalty have influenced the recipe and size of this holiday dessert, which
today is eaten at family gatherings, given
as gifts and paraded around the streets of
Dresden in a cart pulled by a team of horses
to officially kick off the town’s Christmas
season.
The tradition started in 1730 when
Augustus II ordered the Bakers’ Guild of
Dresden to make a stollen large enough
to feed every guest at one of his festivities.
The guest list? 24,000. An oversized oven
was built; an oversized knife designed; and
3,600 eggs, 326 churns of milk and 20 hundred weights of flour later, a stollen weighing 1.8 tons was produced. This tradition
continues today.
Every year, an independent council commissioned by the Stollen Association conducts an 18-day-long testing period during
which a jury evaluates stollen made by more
than 120 bakeries and pastry shops. Only
stollen that garners a specific number of
points is granted a quality seal and is allowed
to be sold as Dresdner Christstollen. Q
— Anna Medina

the bakery’s booth at the annual holiday market held at the historic Filoli estate in Woodside, Sweyer said.
Sweyer said the bakery starts curing the
fruit used in its stollen cake at least a month
in advance and that all of the loaves are made
from scratch, producing what she describes as
an “artisan-looking loaf.”
For those looking to sample stollen straight
from the original source — Dresden, Germany
Continued on page 26
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— they can make their way to the annual German Holiday Market in Mountain View, a volunteer-driven event organized by the German
International School of Silicon Valley (GISSV)
that’s scheduled to take place at 500 Castro St.
on Saturday, Dec. 14.
Cornelia Bohle-Neubrand, President of
the Board of Directors at the GISSV, said the
market has a Kaffee and Kuchen (coffee and
cake) booth that sells official Dresden Stollen
imported from Germany.
Bohle-Neubrand, who grew up in Germany
as a farmer’s daughter, said the dessert’s fruits
and nuts are seasonal ingredients only available in wintertime in Germany.
“The ingredients evoke the feeling of Christmas — the orange peel, lemon peel, almond,
nuts, cinnamon, rum, vanilla. There’s a whole
set of taste, aroma, perfume that just tastes like
Christmas for Germans,” Bohle-Neubrand
explained.

WE MEASURE QUALITY
BY RESULTS
Is Quality Important to You?
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he P

er o

f Tw

o!

Lisa Toppel, an exchange student from
Dresden who is attending GISSV, said that
ever since the reunification of Germany, her
uncle, who had fled the socialist regime of the
German Democratic Republic via Hungary
to live in West Germany, now annually travels back to his hometown of Dresden during
the Advent season to purchase the town’s famous Christstollen. He fills his trunk with
as much stollen as will fit, bringing it home
to his family and friends in the western part
of Germany.
“We in our family have — traditionally —
the first stollen at the first of Advent,” Toppel
said. “We have stollen together and drink tea
and hot chocolate.”
Bohle-Neubrand said that the taste of stollen
stirs up fond memories.
“Stollen gives us this warm feeling of home,
family,” she said. Q
Freelance writer Anna Medina can be
emailed at rosales@alumni.stanford.edu.

Where to find stollen
ESTHER’S GERMAN BAKERY
987 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
esthersbakery.com
Traditional stollen, baked fresh daily.
Available for pick up, special order and at
various grocery stores, farmers markets.

GERMAN HOLIDAY MARKET
11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 14,
500 Castro St., Mountain View
Dresden Stollen, imported from Germany.
Available at the Kaffee and Kuchen booth.

ARTISAN MARKET, HOLIDAYS AT FILOLI
YvonneandJeff@InteroRealEstate.com
www.yvonneandjeff.com

Yvonne Heyl

Jeff Gonzalez

Direct (650) 947-4694
Cell (650) 302-4055
yheyl@interorealestate.com

Direct (650) 947-4698
Cell (408) 888-7748
jgonzalez@interorealestate.com

BRE#
BRE
BR
B
RE
R
E# 01255661
0125
0125
12556
56661
566

BRE# 00978793
7 7

4496 First St. Suite 200
Los Altos 94022
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Nov. 23 - 24 & Nov. 29 - Dec. 1, 86 Cañada
Road, Woodside | info@filoli.org
Traditional stollen made from scratch.
Available at Woodside Bakery & Cafe booth.

WOODSIDE BAKERY & CAFE
325 Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park
woodsidebakery.com
Made in-house, from scratch daily.
Available for pick up, special order.

Exclusively Available
4,000+ SF of living area | 4 Bedrooms | 4.5 bathrooms

705 UNIVERSITY AVE.
LOS ALTOS

3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms

45 STUART CT.
LOS ALTOS

4 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms

Rare .99 acre lot. Less than 20 of these parcels exist.
Experience acreage mere blocks from the Village!

SOLD
Architectural gem with high-tech style. Stunning
retreat close to downtown. SOLD for $3,700,000

SOLD
Newly remodeled home in a coveted setting with
excellent access. SOLD with multiple offers - $3,620,000
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‘Tis the season
Your guide to local holiday happenings
Here’s a look at some holiday activities
in the Palo Alto area. For more activities,
check out the Weekly’s Arts & Entertainment
section at PaloAltoOnline.com/arts.

Family Events
• ‘HOLIDAY FUN AT GAMBLE’ •

Santa Events
• PHOTOS WITH SANTA •
What: Santa will be at Stanford Shopping
Center daily through Christmas Eve to take
photos with children and pets (select days only).
Where: Center Pavilion, 660 Stanford
Shopping Center, Palo Alto
When: Through Tuesday, Dec. 24 (for
children); 4 - 6 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 24, and
Sunday, Dec. 8 (for pets)
More information: bit.ly/StanfordHoliday
Events
28 Holiday Spirit 2019

File photo

What: Celebrate the holiday season
outdoors exploring Gamble Garden’s threeacre garden during “December Second
Saturday: Holiday Fun at Gamble.” The
event includes tours through the three-acre
garden, a family nature hunt, hands-on
activities for children and the sale of freshcut greens, wreaths, swags and more at the
annual Holiday Greens Sale. There also
will be floral arrangers in the tea house
designing holiday centerpieces for purchase.
The Schola Cantorum Silicon Valley choral
group will be on hand singing Christmas
carols.
Where: Gamble Garden, 1431 Waverley St.,
Palo Alto
When: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 14
Cost: Free
More information: gamblegarden.org or
650-329-1356

Mountain View tree-lighting ceremony.

• VISITS WITH CARING SANTA •
What: Children with all spectrums of special
needs and their families can visit Caring
Santa in a sensory-friendly environment.
Where: Center Pavilion, 660 Stanford
Shopping Center, Palo Alto
When: 9-10:30 a.m., Sunday, Dec. 1, and
Sunday, Dec. 8
More information: bit.ly/StanfordHoliday
Events

• BREAKFAST WITH SANTA •
What: Children can join Santa and his
friends from the North Pole at Stanford
Shopping Center for breakfast and
entertainment
Where: Center Pavilion (between Macy’s
and Tiffany & Co.), 660 Stanford Shopping
Center, Palo Alto
When: Saturday, Dec. 7 (check online for
times)
More information: bit.ly/StanfordHoliday
Events

Live Holiday Music
• A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS •
What: Stanford University’s Department of
Music, Office for Religious Life will hold its
annual Festival of Lessons and Carols service
this holiday season. This free service of
Advent and Christmas readings and music is
based on the famous service held annually at
King’s College in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
The Memorial Church Choir and Stanford
Chamber Chorale will perform
Where: Stanford Memorial Church, 450
Serra Mall, Stanford
When: 7:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 6
Cost: Free
More information: arts.stanford.edu/
event/85383/

• FRIENDS OF MUSIC HOLIDAY MUSICALE •
What: Stanford’s Department of Music
ensembles, including Stanford Philharmonia
and Stanford Chamber Chorale, will
perform works by Holst, Handel and others.
Where: Memorial Church, Stanford
University
When: 2:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7
Cost: $18 advance purchase (general); $23 at
the door (general)
More information: music.stanford.edu/
events/

• ‘A CHANTICLEER CHRISTMAS’ •
What: San Francisco’s men’s choir
Chanticleer perform in concert.
Where: Memorial Church, Stanford
University
When: 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 11
Cost: $64
More information: live.stanford.edu

• ‘HOLIDAY HEIST’ •
What: The Bay Area’s Jazz Mafia (vocalists
Trance Thompson and Moorea Dickason;
Tommy Occhiuto on sax; Adam Theis on
bass and trombone; Matt Wong on keys;
and Darian Gray on drums) will perform
in concert. Holiday drinks and snacks

available for purchase.
Where: Bing Concert Hall, Stanford
University
When: 7 p.m., Dec. 10-14 & 9 p.m., Dec. 13-14.
Cost: $50
More information: live.stanford.edu

• WINTER CONCERT •
What: The Choral Project performs
its annual holiday concert, “Winter’s
Gifts: Spirit,” with the San Jose Chamber
Orchestra.
Where: First Presbyterian Church, 1140
Cowper St., Palo Alto
When: 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 21
Cost: General admission: $25-35
More information: sjco.org/
concerts-and-events/

• TREE-LIGHTING CEREMONIES •
PALO ALTO
What: Bands, choirs and art activities. Hot
drinks and treats available.
Where: Lytton Plaza (University Avenue at
Emerson Street), downtown Palo Alto
When: 5:30 - 7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 29
Cost: Free
More information: 650-463-4900
MOUNTAIN VIEW
What: Live music, arts & crafts,
refreshments and the arrival of Santa Claus.
Where: Civic Center Plaza, 500 Castro St.
When: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Monday, Dec. 9
Cost: Free
More information: 650-903-6331
MENLO PARK
What: Live entertainment, free hot cocoa
and the lighting of the holiday tree
Where: Fremont Park, Santa Cruz Avenue at
University Drive
When: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 6
Cost: Free
More information: 650-330-2220
Continued on page 30
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Holiday-Lights Display

Hanukkah Celebration

• CHRISTMAS TREE LANE •

• CANDLELIGHT CEREMONY & CELEBRATION •
What: Oshman Family Jewish Community
Center Hanukkah celebration with Noa Levy
and her band, who will lead dancing in English
and Hebrew; arts & crafts for kids; dreidel
games; and a special candle lighting ceremony.
Where: Macy’s
Plaza, 660
Stanford Shopping
Center, Palo Alto
When: 5 - 6 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec. 29
Cost: Free
More
information: bit.
ly/StanfordHoliday
Events, or
tprizant@
paloaltojcc.org
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What: Christmas Tree Lane has been a
Palo Alto yuletide tradition since 1940,
when homeowners spontaneously decided
to decorate two blocks from Embarcadero
Road to Seale Avenue with Christmas trees
and lights for the community to enjoy.
Visitors can park on adjacent neighborhood
streets and stroll down the street’s sidewalk
or turn off their car headlamps and drive
slowly down the street.
Where: Fulton Street (off Embarcadero
Road) Palo Alto
When: Lights are displayed from 5 - 11 p.m.
nightly for two weeks during the holiday
season, starting approximately the week
before Christmas.
Cost: Free
More information: christmastreelane.org Q

Come Join Us for
Christmas Celebrations!

Christmas Eve Services on 12/24
7:00 pm~ Pre-service Christmas Jazz Concert
7:30 pm~ Children’s Nativity and Candlelight Service
9:45 pm~ Harpist Concert
10:00 pm~ Christmas Candlelight Service

Immanuel Lutheran Church
1715 Grant Rd., Los Altos, California
650.967.4906 Palo
www.ilclosaltos.com
Alto Weekly  Mountain View Voice
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Shady Lane
“The only place in the
valley where I will buy gifts.
The most gorgeous store in
the area! Best jewelry and
handcrafted items.”
– Longtime customer
Karen Ewart

Jewelry Box by Michael Fisher

Necklace by Firefly

Ornament by Glass Eye Studio

Custom laser cut designs
by Crystal Chambers

Voted Best ~ Gifts • Jewelry • Boutique
Celebrating Local Artisans for over 40 years
Formerly in Palo Alto, now in Menlo Park off Sand Hill Road

Sharon Heights Shopping Center • Next to Starbucks
650-321-1099 • Facebook/ShadyLaneGallery
shadylanegallery.com
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