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“W
e were not looking to 
move,” the wife says. 
“We just fell in love 

with the property.”
At the bottom of a sloping street 

in Portola Valley, the property con-
tained a 1950s house that was in need 
of major renovation. They ended up 
rebuilding most of the house, retain-
ing only the original bedroom wing, 
and adding 400 square feet. 

“Pretty much everything I love is 
East Coast,” she says. The traditional 
feel of the new great room is enhanced 
by such details as transoms above the 
French doors, chair-rail moldings on 
the baseboards and casings over the 
doors. 

“We invented some of the details to 
suit the situation,” interior designer 
Kendra Nash says. White oak-stained 
ebony, 6-inch plank floors contribute 
to the sophisticated, country atmo-

by Susan Golovin / 
photos by Dasja Dolan

EAST MEETS 

Ranch-style 
home 

incorporates 
East-Coast 
sensibility

Dark 6-inch plank floors run throughout the new great 
room and adjacent dining room. Much attention was given 
to details, such as moldings on the baseboards and casings 
over the doors.

continued on page 6

Adding to the less formal atmosphere in the dining room is 
a long mahogany-stained table (with benches), Donghia grass 
cloth on the walls and a metal light fixture with exposed 
Edison bulbs.
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www.cityofpaloalto.org/resiwater   (650) 329–2241

I love finding ways to be more water efficient.

—Catherine Elvert 
Utility Account Representative  
Water Program

As we head towards hot summer weather over half the water residents 
use will be guzzled up by their landscapes. That often means nearly 600 
gallons per day for the average single family home!  

I show residents steps I take with my own landscaping such as 
replacing lawns changing watering times and repairing leaking hoses 
and sprinklers. I also help them create lovely gardens that attract both 
singing birds and pollinators, like butterflies and bees. These innovative 
gardens not only reduce water waste but also use fewer resources than 
more typical water and labor-intensive landscapes. 

Learn more about our free home water efficiency consultations, rebates, 
workshops and landscaping resources at CityOfPaloAlto.org/Resiwater

WEST
From the soaring V-shaped ceiling hang Restoration Hardware lanterns. Light streams in through transoms over the French 
doors, as well as through a high window between doors and ceiling.
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Quality Garden Management

650.364.2499
www.SpecialGardensInc.com

Photo by Chris Jacobson

sphere. 
The dining area to the left of the 

entrance is open but defined by 
extending the walls a bit, creating 
bracket corners and by including a 
column in the corner not attached 

to a wall. The couple’s long mahog-
any-stained table from their former 
house fits perfectly — and benches, 
rather than chairs, create the less 
formal atmosphere they were striv-
ing for.

Nash suggested the Donghia grass 
cloth on the dining area walls. “It’s 

organic, yet streamlined and it has 
a sheen that warms up the room at 
night,” she says. A long, black metal 
light feature from Urban Electric, 
with exposed Edison bulbs, mimics 
the linearity of the table.

Comfortable upholstered furni-
ture invites one to sit in front of the 
fireplace, which is surrounded by 
built-in bookcases. “All the shelves 
are adjustable,” the wife says. This 
woodwork, and all the custom 
cabinetry, was fabricated by Burgess 
Hill. In this area the ceiling soars 
to double height with five beams 
meeting in a V-shape. Restoration 
Hardware lanterns keep the atmo-
sphere as do the French doors that 
provide lovely views of the garden. 
A round window above the French 
doors breaches the gap between the 
doors and the high ceiling.

A 7-foot by 4-foot island domi-
nates the open kitchen. The off-
white, honed Carrera-marble top 
extends to shelter storage and 
bookshelves beneath, allowing foot 

continued from page 4

The master bathroom offers a gray and white palette, with honed Carrera 
marble on the countertops, subway tiles on the walls and offset brick tiles on the 
floor.

continued on page 8
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TONY ADDY’S  BUILDING SERVICES, INC. 

Give Your Old 
Deck a New Look!

New Deck Construction 
 and Repair
Home Remodeling

Deck Restoration 
& Maintenance

Clean, sand, seal 
Home Exteriors

Pressure Washing
Brick, concrete, slate

Patios, walkways
Moss and mildew cleaning

Call 1.8OO.546.9274   LIC.# 955364  |  EMAIL: ADDYCLEAN@AOL.COM  |  Locally Owned Since 1990

room for those sitting on the leather 
chairs. “We used honed black gran-
ite on the counters to contrast with 
the island,” Nash says. “We didn’t 
put cabinets over the stainless-steel 
refrigerator because they wanted to 
preserve the “Old World industrial 
feel,” she adds. The subway tiles 
are beveled, creating shadows that 
outline each tile on the wall. The 
custom cabinetry throughout the 
house is inset (no hinges showing) 
and self-closing.

“I really wanted a breakfast nook 
because we had one when I was 
growing up,” the wife says. The 
custom built-in benches (with seats 
that lift to provide storage) and 
table overlook what will someday be 
the vegetable garden. 

“Continuity is expected,” Nash 
says. “It is better to mix as it appears 
more effortless. We mix metals 
throughout by combining polished-
nickel kitchen hardware with door 
hardware and hinges in oil-rubbed 
bronze.”

What sounds incongruous — pat-
terns, mixing metals — with a trained 
designer became a work of art.

Take the master bathroom, for 
example. The countertops are 
honed Carrera marble and there 
are 3-inch by 6-inch subway tiles 

on the shower and bathroom walls, 
1.5-inch honeycomb honed Carrera 
marble tiles on the shower floor, 
and 9-inch by 18-inch offset brick 
tiles on the bathroom floor — all 
co-exist harmoniously, in a gray 
and white palette.  

continued from page 6

Honed black granite on the kitchen counters contrasts with the honed off-white 
Carrera marble on the large island. Lines are kept clean by insetting the cabinet 
hinges and enclosing the stainless-steel refrigerator.
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www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities   (650) 566-4500

Whether restoring furniture or  
designing power connections,  

I believe in the beauty of a  
job well done.

Doing my job at the City Utilities is similar to restoring fine 
furniture—the key is preparation, planning and an eye 

for detail. Few people are aware of the craft involved in 
bringing power into their homes. Whether designing for a 

new home or bringing an existing home up to code, I always 
try to ensure energy is accessed in the most efficient way.

Learn more about our energy solutions at    
                                    CityofPaloAlto.org/Utilities

—Daniel Ercolini 
Estimator, Electric Engineering

For the mudroom, Nash designed 
a coat rack that would look per-
fectly authentic in a grade school. 
This room also houses the stack-
able washer and dryer, a folding 
area as well as a built-in desk with 
mail cubbies above it — and even 

a blackboard — a room that best 
exemplifies the wife’s claim that 
“every square foot of this house is 
usable.” h+g

Resources:
Architect: Gary Ahern, Focal Point 

Design, Menlo Park, 650 326-2800; 
info@garyahern.com
Building contractor: Loren Dakin, 
Sr., Dakin Construction, Redwood 
City, lorendakin@hughes.net, 650 
465-7982
Interior designer: Kendra Nash, Parc 
Interiors, San Carlos, Kendra@par-
cinteriors.com, 650 533-7331
Landscape designer: Keith 
Willig, Keith Willig Landscape 
Architecture and Construction, 
Menlo Park, keith@keithwilligland-
scape.com, 650 326-2293

Goal of project:
Renovate, update a ranch-style home

Unanticipated issues:
Making older section plumb with new; 
possible drainage issues averted by 
installing double sump pumps, multiple 
drains, dry wells and humidity fans

Year house built: 
1958

Size of home, lot: 
2,400-sq-ft home on 1.5 acres

Time to complete:  
3 months planning, 5.5 months 
construction 

In the great room the family can gather around the fireplace and TV screen 
on comfy upholstered furniture. The custom-made bookcases, made by Burgess 
Hill, feature adjustable shelves. 
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Call 811 Before You Dig

The more I know, the better  
I can serve my customers.
You may not realize how much is going on underground and 
it’s my job to ensure you never have to think about it. When 
you call 811, I’m the one who comes out to locate gas, water, 
electricity and fiber lines that are buried underground.

The “underground world” is constantly changing, and 
even after 16 years on the job, I have to keep learning to 
handle the new complexities. The better I can track what’s 
happening underground, the better I can serve my customers 
above ground.

Visit CityofPaloAlto.org/SafeUtility 
and please remember, always call 811 before you dig.

—Kim Neff 
Utility Locator Operations Division

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

by Carol Blitzer / photos by Daniel Cronin

C
an a kitchen remodel be completed in three 
weeks?

That was the challenge Kacey Fitzpatrick of 
Avalon Enterprises, Los Altos, accepted — after the cli-
ent sweetened the deal with a 10 percent bonus.

Fitzpatrick had already worked with the couple on 
updating the Palo Alto Victorian, adding a basement in 
1996 and redoing a bathroom in late 2010.

This time the couple wanted to solve the most annoy-
ing kitchen problems: drawers that wouldn’t open all the 
way, inadequate storage and a broken oven. They agreed 
to keep the wood floors, which would have tacked on up 
to 10 days to refinish or replace. And they mostly kept 
the layout, moving only the oven.

The owners also wanted to warm up the décor, trading 
the white-on-white for bamboo cabinets and some color.

In order to meet the deadline, Fitzpatrick spent a cou-
ple of months on the design end and another six weeks 
or so to order the cabinets and appliances. Almost every-
thing needed to be on site before construction began. 
Subcontractors were scheduled in minute detail.

Of course, even the most methodical of plans can go 
awry. 

“The main delay was the cabinets were delivered 
almost a week late because their driver got sick and they 

3-WEEK

KITCHEN

A

With planning, 
not an impossible task

Key timesavers included getting almost everything 
on site before beginning construction, using 
CaesarStone for both counters and backsplash, 
keeping light fixtures and most appliances in their 
previous locations and retaining the old wooden 
floors. continued on next page
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 Blue Sky Outdoor  
(previously The Teak Patio) 

didn’t have a replacement driver,” Fitzpatrick said.
And, because it was an older home, deconstruction 

surprises should have come as no real surprise. “Once 
we removed the existing cabinets we found large areas 
of missing drywall,” she said, noting it added an extra 
day for patching. 

Countertops took two extra days to be fabricated 
and installed, she said, and the owner decided to paint 
an adjacent room, which added a day.

“Luckily with all these little surprises, we were still 
able to juggle the work that had to be done, and put in 
a little extra time here and there, such that we met the 
schedule,” she said.

Time-savers included choosing CaesarStone for both 
the countertop and backsplash, thus eliminating tile 
work, and keeping lighting fixtures and most appli-
ances in their same locations to minimize rough-ins 
and plumbing and electrical work.

They did decide to move the oven and exhaust hood 
to the opposite side of the kitchen and added LED 
under-cabinet lighting.

Given that the couple wanted “green building” in 
their new kitchen, the fast timeline actually helped: 

The bamboo wall cabinet to the left of the vanity is 
deeply recessed for extra storage.

continued from previous page

continued on page 15
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®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Premier Industry Partner

©2011 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic. #931740

www.closetfactory.com

Call for your FREE

888-678-6789 
1000 B Commercial, San Carlos, CA  94070

I can relax.
Everything is fi nally where
it’s supposed to be.

custom closets
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SAVE
on your new KITCHEN
Gilmans Kitchen + Baths and DuraSupreme 

joined forces to make beauty affordable 
for every style & taste!

Ask about our Special Savings and 
Discounts on Cabinet Features.

Burlingame
217 California Drive

650.340.2890

Foster City
1031 E. Hillsdale Blvd.

650.286.0433

Mountain View
2039 W. El Camino Real

650.691.6850

San Francisco
228 Bayshore Blvd.

415.550.8848

San Rafael
530 W. Francisco Blvd.

415.455.5363

www.GKandB.com

Unique Gifts and Souvenirs

$1000 Off
Any Purchase

of $50 Or More

$500 Off
Any Purchase

of $25 Or More
Not valid with any other offer. 

Expires 8-31-12
Not valid with any other offer. 

Expires 8-31-12

650-853-9888
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Not changing the floors was a form of “reuse.”
Other green details included donating their old cabinets 

to The ReUse People, using LED lighting under the cabi-
nets, choosing zero-VOC (volatile-organic-compound) 
paints and cabinets, opting for EnergyStar appliances and 
building a compost bin into the countertop.

Near the end of construction, that compost bin was the 
only thing left on the punchlist. h+g

Resources:
Building contractor: Kacey Fitzpatrick, Avalon Enterprises 
Inc., Los Altos, 650-906-7029, www.avalon-enterprises.
com
Deconstruction: The ReUse People, Oakland,  
510-383-1983, thereusepeople.org

Left: The bathroom was reconfigured to eliminate the tub 
and gain more storage. For a cleaner look, the European toilet 
was wall hung, with the tank recessed in the wall. Right: The 
shower and wall tiles were locally crafted at Heath Ceramics.

Goal of project:
Complete a kitchen remodel  
in three weeks

Unanticipated issues:
Cabinets arrived four days 
late; missing drywall behind 
cabinets

Year house built: 
Victorian

Size of home, lot: 
2,162 sq ft (includes basement) 
+ 400 sq-ft-loft on a  
5,624-sq-ft lot

Time to complete:  
Two months to design; about 
six weeks to order cabinets, 
appliances; three weeks of 
construction

865 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park
(Next to Posh Bagel)

650.323.1097

 Hours:
 Mon-Sat 10-6pm
 Sun 11-3

PERSONALIZE YOUR FAVORITE TEAM!

$50
OFF

ANY CUSTOM 
FRAMING 

ORDER
Order must be over 
$150. Must present 
coupon at time of 
order. Cannot be 

combined with any 
other off er. Off er 
good at Menlo 

Park location only. 
Expires 5/18/12

 

creativehandwoodcarving@hotmail.com

CREATIVE HAND 
WOOD CARVING

continued from page 12
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T he Darrah family’s Mission-style bungalow on 
Franklin Street in Mountain View is filled with 
compromises, though you wouldn’t know it from 

the bold orange exterior.
 “I love bright color,” Amy Darrah says. “Kind of like a 
toned down version of the Painted Ladies is what I was 
going for.”

Shades of color fill the house, but nowhere do things 
pop more than in the kitchen. The linoleum floor is burnt 
orange with a green border — “my baby,” she calls it. The 
tiling is yellow, green and burgundy. Beautiful red handles 
accent the cabinetry.

One cabinet in particular stands out: Half the front is 
solid while the other side includes glass. It represents a 

Couple learns to compromise 
 in updating their bungalow

AND
BIGGER

BRIGHTER
by Emma Trotter / photos by Dasja Dolan

The red “bonus” room has the gentle arches and bright walls that complement the Mission-style home. So far it holds 
bookshelves, a TV and comfortable seating.

The mint-green Hoosier cabinet was probably 
original to the 1922 house, and was rescued from the 
basement and refurbished.continued on page 20
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compromise between Amy and her husband, Peter; 
Amy wanted glass on both sides while Peter prefered 
solid.

“I finally realized, why am I fussing over this?” 
Darrah says. “This is such a privilege, and at the end of 
the day the world still turns and we’re still married.”

Their compromise attitude carried over into dealings 
with contractors as well. The couple faced a few disap-
pointments and forgotten plans, but overall their expe-
rience was positive.

“There are things you need to be strong about, and 
other things you need to let go of,” she says. “You can’t 
make another 1922 house.”

One aspect on which they refused to compromise 
despite pressure was saving elements of the original 
house, like doors and windows.

“We like our old windows,” Darrah says. “They work. 
And they’re the shape and character of the home.”

So is the mint-green Hoosier cabinet that stands in 
one corner of the kitchen, which the couple believe is 
original to the 1922 house. Amy spent nine months 
refurbishing it after rescuing it from the basement. 
Now, she uses it as a junk drawer, bar, buffet, media 

The same gentle arches surround the built-in kitchen nook, 
where people can eat while viewing the sunny kitchen or 
outdoors. 

continued from page 18

continued on page 22

Pinnacle Painting Inc.
Contractor License #889532
Palo Alto: 650.799.8495

www.PinnaclePaintinginc.net

Current members/supporters of

We Specialize in:

Serving the Northern California 
Bay Area Specializing in
Exterior/Interior Painting

Free Consultations
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Fremont Showroom

510.623.8822

Mountain View Showroom

650.938.8822

Beautiful Floo ring 
         Made Easy

Custom Design and Installation
Carpet  Hardwood  Laminates  Natural Stone & Tile 
Luxury Vinyl  Area Rugs  Hardwood Sand & Refi nish

INSPIRATION AT YOUR FEET,
FLOORING FOR YOUR LIFE

Beautiful Flooring, Ultimate Convenience, Exemplary Service

4020 Fabian Way, Suite 101, Palo Alto
(650) 331-8040 or (408) 470-3919

www.fci4fl oors.com
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center, cat-food holder and great conversation starter.
The remodeled house also includes many old light fix-

tures that Amy ordered off of eBay.
“I got obsessed,” she says.
The dining room furniture belonged to Peter’s grand-

parents in the 1930s, but its orange-yellow-green color 
scheme with brassy tacks looks like it was made for the 
house.

One goal of the remodel was to give the two Darrah 
kids — ages 10 and 12 — their own rooms. Darrah says 
they thought it was a pain, except when they got to make 
some design choices about their new rooms. Both chose 
shades of blue for their walls. Doug picked out a swing 
from IKEA, while Delia chose a beanbag chair.

The upstairs is totally new and encompasses the mas-
ter bedroom, a bathroom and another room with book-
shelves, comfy chairs, an antique table and a television.

“This room has been so great,” Darrah says. “But we 
still don’t have a name for it.”

The only place where Amy admits to compromising 
the bungalow aesthetic is in her walk-in closet, which 
she’s accented with pink paint and a rose light fixture. 
Peter’s closet remains unfinished.

The new upstairs bathroom is decked out in blue, with 
black-and-white floor trim tiles that really pop. The arch in the 
shower matches the rest of the house.

continued from page 20
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K I T C H E N  &  B A T H R O O M

PATR ICK POWERS
P L U M B I N G  &  C O N S T R U C T I O N

Covering all your project needs from plumbing 

to construction. Let us help with your next 

kitchen or bathroom project.

Call for an estimate today!

Phone: 650.938.4519

D E S I G N  &  P L A N N I N G  S E R V I C E S

PLUMBING STUDIO
B AT H  &  K I T C H E N 

S H O W R O O M

An exquisite collection of plumbing 
hardware, fi xtures and accessories 

for the kitchen and bath.

CALL FOR AN ESTIMATE TODAY!
2150 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY MTN . V IEW 

650.938.4502

robern mirrored cabinets

“This is not a master suite,” she says. “It’s not dramati-
cally bigger than the downstairs bedrooms.”

“A lot of people wanted us to supersize,” she adds. “We 
still want it to be a cozy bungalow. We didn’t want the 
flavor of it to change.”

The couple kept careful track of resources and spend-
ing throughout the project.

“If anyone remodels, they need a notebook,” Darrah 
says. “I stapled everything into this notebook.”

Peter also used Google SketchUp, a free 3D model-
ing program, to plan out many elements of the remodel. 

Color is extremely important to the homeowners, who 
chose orange for their Mission-style home exterior. 

continued on next page
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Ask us about our 
biodegradable netting

CALL NOW!

Join us  for our  Feng Shui Class 
Saturday April 21st – 11am-12 noon

FREE Admission—RSVP by 4/18/12 —Space is limited.

Family Friendly 
Turf!  From 

Your Local Sod Farm
— Cut Fresh Daily — 

504 Sq. Ft.  Only $208 picked up!
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Amy covered two books, “Bungalow 
Bathroom” and “Bungalow 
Kitchen” by Jane Powell, in sticky 
notes.

“Builders are visual so it’s really 
critical to have pictures,”  

she says. h+g

Resources:
Architect: Walter Varda, Retail 
Design Services, retailds@pacbell.
net
Cabinets: The Source Fine 

Cabinetry, Menlo Park, 650-369-
1868; 
Contractor: WH Hendry 
Construction, Woodside,  
650-365-6029, www.whhendry.com 
Flooring: Davis Floors, San Carlos, 
650-533-7728, davisfloors.net; 
Marmoleum Linoleum,  
415-305-0322 (Ron Gilmore)
Tile: Fireclay Tile, San Jose,  
408-275-1182, www.fireclay.com 
(Eddie Sheldon)

Goal of project: 
Expand the house in order to give both 
kids their own bedrooms, while keeping 
the cozy look and feel of the original 
bungalow

Unanticipated issues:
Need to compromise or abandon plans 
that didn’t work out or were ignored  
by contractors

Year house built: 
1922

Size of home, lot: 
1700 sq ft (up from 1,100) on a  
5,000-sq-ft lot

Time to complete: 
9 months

Budget: 
$340,000

The owners chose not to supersize their new master-bedroom suite, but to 
keep the proportions cozy and the rooms colorful. One larger addition was the 
walk-in closet.

continued from previous page
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When a job trans-
fer sent Allison 
and Tod Nielsen 

from Texas to the Bay Area 
in 2009, the couple found 
a house in Los Altos Hills 
that met their needs almost 
perfectly.

Their newly constructed 
home, built in 2008, was 
close to Tod’s Palo Alto job-
site and provided an unfin-
ished yard to personalize 
and space to entertain.

But the previous occu-
pants, a couple with five 
children, had designed the 
six-bedroom home with 
their large brood in mind. 

“It was a family house,” 
Allison explains. “We need-
ed it to be more of an adult 
entertainment space and 
not quite so family-oriented 
around bedrooms.”

The Nielsens live solo and 

 by Casey Moore / photos by Veronica Weber

ALL GROWN UP
entertain guests frequently, she 
says. Before the two moved in 
June 2009, they made plans to 
combine a bedroom and small 
adjacent playroom into a large, 
adult-friendly game room. 

But the construction process 
quickly hit a roadblock. Well 
into the planning, the Nielsens 
learned that the wall that 
separated the two rooms was a 
shear wall, designed to hold up 
the home in an earthquake.

“We were closed, ready to 
move in, when they found this 
out,” Allison says. “It was sort 
of like, ‘ugh, now what?’” 

After considering several 
options, contractor Adrian 
Kutch devised a solution. He 
put steel beams in the ceiling 
to reinforce it and eliminate 
the need for an earthquake 
wall. The only difficult part 
was the four-month wait for a 

Top: A bedroom and playroom were merged — 
after reinforcing with steel beams — to create a 
game room large enough to hold a billiard table. 
Above: In addition to the pool table, there’s a 
large-screen TV. 

Combining rooms transforms a kid-centric home into an adult retreat

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

continued on next page
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framed
picture it

Custom    Ready-Made    Photo

UArt Palo Alto
267 Hamilton Ave.  650-328-3500

UniversityArt.com

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

(650) 961-8700
Re-upholstery Recycles

$9250
 Labor Special

Total Price For Labor On Standard Couch or Chair
Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price 
of $92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion 
fi ller, tufting and channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor 
rate of $50 per yard.

FREE Local Pick Up & Delivery
Our 46th year.

FREE ARM COVERS
with upholstery of any couch or chair

With this coupon only. Regular value $12.50 plus 1/2 yard of fabric. Expires 6/30/12

Sterling Custom Upholstery

permit, Allison says.
“I’m sure it ended up costing 

more than we originally budgeted, 
but it’s so worth it,” she says. 

Today, the new game room 
opens to the right of the main liv-
ing area, with sliding glass doors 
against the far wall that lead to 
a small sitting area outside. The 
room allows for an expansion 
of the home’s centrally located 
great room, often the hub of hors 
d’oeuvres and conversation at 
parties, and a space to house the 
couple’s pool table.

Against the right wall of the 
game room sits a custom-made 
knotty alder wood media cabinet. 

“None of that existed,” Allison 
says of the f loor-to-ceiling cabi-
net. “Adrian built all that and 
designed everything to match, 
down to the knobs. They’re the 
exact same knobs as are in the 
kitchen and everywhere else.”

Even a wood specialist and col-
orist were brought in to make the 

new room blend seamlessly into 
the rest of the home design. Every 
detail of the room, down to the 
walnut f looring, granite cabinet 

mantel and “green tea” walls, was 
crafted to match the existing look 
of the home. 

“It doesn’t look like it’s a remod-

Some of the owners’ wine is kept in specially designed cabinets in the game 
room, and corks are captured in a decorative cork holder. On the cover: The 
back wall of the game room is a 30-inch-deep wine cooler that holds the 
owners’ extensive collection. Photo by Veronica Weber.

continued from previous page
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el,” Allison says. “It looks like the 
house was built this way. It doesn’t 
look like there was Phase 1 and 
Phase 2.”

Additionally, the room’s back 
wall is not just a wall — it’s a 
30-inch-deep refrigerated wine 
room. Beveled smoked glass 
doors, framed with knotty alder, 
enclose Allison and Tod’s 660-
bottle wine collection. Travertine 
stone f looring, warm gold walls 
and vineyard décor give the verti-
cal wine “cellar” an authentic, 
slightly European feel.

The selection includes mostly 
Napa Valley and other California 
wines, along with a few selections 
from Italy and the Nielsens’ home 
state of Washington.

“It’s moved with us all over 
the country,” Allison says of the 
14-year-old collection.

Cooling pipes snake in a com-
pact space behind the cabinet’s 
rear wall, maintaining the vertical 
wine cellar’s cool temperatures.

An existing window on the 

adjacent exterior wall posed a 
minor construction challenge. 
The Nielsens didn’t want to incor-
porate the window into the wine 
room or move the window further 
down the wall, which limited the 
depth of the wine room to 30 
inches.

“It drives (Adrian) crazy because 
that window’s now not centered,” 
Allison says. “He can’t stand it. 
He’s like, ‘You have to put a piece 
of art on that wall so it doesn’t 
look so off-centered.’”

But the shallow design allowed 
the couple “to optimize as much 
as we could to make the room as 
big as we possibly could,” she says.

 “It’s a very fun place,” Allison 
says. “It’s warm and inviting. ... I 
think it just completely changed 
the house and what it was able to 
prove from an entertainment per-
spective.”

“I’m going to be buried in the 
backyard,” she continues. “I’m not 
leaving again. I love the house so 
much.” h+g

Resources:
Contractor: Adrian Kutch, 
Mountain View, 650-917-9150, 
a.kutch@sbcglobal.net
Wood and cabinetry specialist: 
Noe Erazo, High Quality Custom 
Cabinetry, Redwood City, hquali-
tyc@yahoo.com
Paint specialist: Gus McDermaid, 
McDermaid Painting, Palo Alto, 
650-961-7415

Goal of project: 
Create an adult-friendly game room 
with wine storage; blend seamlessly 
into existing home design

Unanticipated issues: 
Needed to install steel beams in ceil-
ing to accommodate loss of shear wall 
between rooms

Year house built: 
2008

Size of home: 
About 4,800 sq ft 

Time to complete: 
Four months

Budget: 
$90,000
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Bigger isn’t necessarily better
HOW TO MAKE SMALL GARDENS POP 

WITH DESIGN, COLOR AND DECOR
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Left, top: This small cottage garden stays consistent with its 
style through the use of seemingly wild plantings, a variety of 
plant textures and lack of symmetry. Left, below: This side 
path in an Asian-style garden represents plant restraint at an 
extreme: A single row of bamboo tells you all you need to 
know.

The herons that accompany this large fountain fit the Asian 
style perfectly, and really make the garden come to life.

A 
far cry from the sprawl-
ing estate gardens you’d 
see in a European 

countryside (sigh...), many Bay 
Area homes are built on small 
lots and have minimal space 
for a garden. 

But fret not, small garden 
owners! There is hope for you — and lots of it. In this 
article, I’ll explain the benefits of small gardens and 
how to successfully design one yourself (or with the 
help of a pro).

There are a lot of perks to owning and designing a 
small garden: Small gardens are cheaper, require less 
maintenance and are generally easier to install (since 
there’s less work to do than say, a European estate 
garden.) While the principles of design are the same 
no matter what the size of the garden, here are some 
additional guidelines to pulling off a gorgeous small 
garden:

Be garden-style monogamous. Choose one style 
(whether it’s modern, cottage-style, Zen, etc.) and stick 
with it. Once you’ve chosen your style, make every-
thing in your garden, from plants to pathways, consis-
tent with that style. 

Use one color palette. Yes, all the colors of the rain-
bow are pretty, but mixing different color palettes in 
a small space tends to look ... really bad. Even if you’re 
not a professional, you’ll intuitively notice something 
is wrong in such a small space. One way to decide on a 

text and photos by Jessy Berg, APLD

continued on next page

Upscale Experience - Downscale Prices
One stop shopping for your natural stone and tile needs

FROM CONSULTATION TO INSTALLATION

Mention ad for 10% off installations over $2500

www.artisticstoneinc.com
http://artisticstoneincblog.com

 KITCHEN AND BATH INC.

Unmatched Craftmanship Exclusively 
Designed For The Discerning Owner

www.AyoobWoodworking.com
238 East Gish Road, San Jose, CA 95112

4O8-573-O852

Specializing in Handmade Kitchen  
& Bath Cabinets and Fine Furniture.

“ If you can imagine it, I can create it. ” 

Paul Ayoob

Ayoob Woodworking
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palette is to ask yourself what sort 
of vibe you want your garden to 
have. If you’re looking for a sooth-
ing and relaxing environment, opt 
for a cool color palette. If you’re 
looking for excitement, go for a hot 
color palette.

Practice plant restraint. When it 
comes to planting small gardens, 
less is more. I know you probably 
want to put all your favorite plants 
in your garden, but — I hate to be 
the bearer of bad news — there just 
isn’t room. It’s wiser to use a few 
choice plants that really fit your 
garden style , even if you’re going 
for that “overgrown” look.

 Decorate! With garden accents 
and decorations, a little goes a 
long way. Select furnishings that 
really enhance your garden style 
and color palette. One amazing 
birdhouse in a small cottage gar-
den would really pop. A few small 
garden spheres in a modern garden 
would add an extra element of clean

and contemporary.  
See, your small garden isn’t such 

an impossible space after all. Now 
what are you waiting for — get out-
side and start designing!  h+g

Jessy Berg is a landscape designer, 

member of the Association of Profes-
sional Landscape Designers (APLD) 
and co-founder of Habitat Design, 
an online garden design service and 
home and garden decor shop at 
HabitatDesign.com. 

The flowers shown here are hot color palette. Notice how they all blend 
together, with no one color seeming out of place. 

continued from previous page

101 E. El Camino Real, Sunnyvale  650.948.4162
Service and Quality is our goal.

Visit our website  pksinteriors .net   to learn more

PKS Interiors has been  
serving the bay area for 30 years  

and is an exceptional resource  
for your interior design needs.

 Cabinets & Countertops
  Draperies & Blinds

 Carpet & Tile
  Hunter Douglas 
Authorized Dealer

Save $500
On cabinetry orders of $5,500 or more

Save an additional $100  
with this ad on draperies, blinds, carpet  
& hardwood orders of $1000 or more

These offers expire 5/15/2012



408.266.7048 or 888.868.7575 | www.RhinoShieldCA.com

LIFE TIME EXTERIOR PAINT

Rhino Shield’s highly specialized exterior wall coating system is designed to protect your 
home and preserve your investment. Born of the space age when NASA sought ways to 

protect spacecraft from the elements, it forms a protective shield on your home that can with-
stand even the harshest weather conditions. The result is a maintenance-free coating that will 
reduce energy costs and provide long lasting protection.

Call the professionals at Rhino Shield today!

Rhino Shield is an exciting alternative that looks 
freshly painted year after year and is proven to out-
last traditional paint, color-coat stucco, and even the 
dreaded vinyl siding products. It can be applied on 
wood, stucco, concrete blocks, brick and more, elimi-
nating chipping, fl aking, and peeling. It is a class A 
fi re retardant and will also waterproof, soundproof, 

and insulate your home. It is also available in unlim-
ited colors. Rhino Shield coated buildings look as 
good today as they did when they were fi rst coated 
40 years ago. Sun and rain will never damage your 
home’s walls again and you can sell your home as 
having a “maintenance free exterior”.

Never Have 

to Paint Again!
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