
NEW STORE SLATED 
FOR SAN ANTONIO 
MALL WITHIN NEXT 

COUPLE YEARS
By Jon Wiener

Four years after commu-
nity opposition shot down 
Home Depot’s plan to build 

a store on El Camino Real near 
Highway 85, the Atlanta-based 
retailer is back knocking at 
Mountain View’s door.
 The company filed a long-
awaited application Monday 
with the city planning division, 
formalizing plans to take over 
the current Sears site at San 
Antonio Shopping Center.
 The proposed store has approx-
imately 130,000 square feet of 
floor space, counting a mezza-
nine level, according to company 
spokesperson Kathryn Galla-
gher. That is similar in size to the 
controversial store the company 
had wanted to build at the former 
Emporium site.
 “It’s a different time and they’re 

two completely different proj-
ects,” said Gallagher. “This time, 
the site that we found is just a 
perfect location.”
 The company spent more than 
$500,000 on a 2002 referendum 
to rezone the Emporium site, but 
a fierce grassroots campaign sent 
that plan to defeat. At the time, 
one of organizers’ main concerns 
was the store’s proximity to resi-

By Molly Tanenbaum

Though community pleas to reverse 
plans to close the hospital’s subacute 
care unit moved some El Camino 

Hospital board members to tears, it was not 
enough to change their minds at their meet-
ing last Wednesday. 
 With nearly 50 community members, 
hospital staff and Service Employees Inter-
national Union (SEIU) Local 715 represen-
tatives spilling out of the meeting room, 
the board of directors voted unanimously 
to shut down the subacute unit — which 
provides long-term care for patients with 

severely debilitating conditions — to free 
up those beds for other patients. 
 This public decision came five months after 
a similar closed-session decision that upset 
patients and family members who must relo-
cate when the unit closes in December 2008. 
 “I feel for the families. I physically hurt,” 
said board member Mark O’Connor before 
the vote on May 10, expressing that this 
decision was one of the hardest he has had to 
make as a board member. 
 Pressure from family members and 
the SEIU landed the issue on the board’s  

RENGSTORFF PARK 
FACILITY A HIT FOR ITS 

RAILS, RAMPS AND 
HALF PIPE

By Molly Tanenbaum

Sixteen-year-old John Han-
ley decided to pick up 
skateboarding as a hobby 

six years ago, and since then, it 
has taken over his life. 
 “Now it’s not a hobby any-
more. It’s something I do every 
day and I won’t stop doing it.”
 The Mountain View High 
sophomore and his friends go to 
the Rengstorff skate park every 
day, and sometimes twice a day, 
to practice tricks and experi-
ence the exhilarating freedom of 
whizzing their boards around the 
ramps, rails and the half pipe. 
 “I’d sleep here,” Hanley said 
while taking a break from skat-
ing last Thursday. “If there were 
lights, I’d skate early in the 
morning.”

Skater 
heaven

Home Depot 
taking Sears site

Locals 
question 

demo costs
STUDY PUT HANGAR 
TEARDOWN AT MORE 
THAN TWICE NAVY’S 

$12 MILLION
By Jon Wiener

A2003 NASA engineering 
study pegged the cost of 
tearing down Hangar One 

at more than $30 million, about 
2.5 times the amount listed in 
a recent Navy report that urged 
demolishing the Moffett Field 
landmark.
 The 27-page NASA study, 
marked on each page with “For 
Official Use Only,” has a much 
more detailed cost analysis than 
the recently released Navy report 
that said demolishing the hangar 
would cost only $12.2 million. 
 The Navy recommended demo-
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A fine diner
Bajis’ Cafe shakes 
up breakfast 
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■  H A N G A R O N E

Tears can’t save hospital unit
BOARD REAFFIRMS DECISION TO END SUBACUTE CARE IN 2008

  See HANGAR ONE, page 14  See SUBACUTE, page 11

  See SKATE, page 8

  See HOME DEPOT, page 13

NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN 

Fire guts mountain view businesses.
See page 5

ADAM HEYMAN 

Steve Strand, 18, rides the halfpipe at the Rengstorff Park skate 
park. Strand has been skating for six years and is a regular at the 
popular hangout.
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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  | LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Charming 2bd/1.5ba 
chalet-style town house. This end-unit features 
vaulted ceilings + high windows in the bed-
rooms. Quiet, private setting.  $498,000

Susan Enzmann

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Lovingly maintained 
3bd/2.5ba nestled at the end of a cul-de-sac. 
Gourmet kitchen, skylights, dual-paned win-
dows + more! Spacious backyard.  $1,078,000

Shirley Bailey

SU N NYVALE ■ 3bd/2.5ba with dramatic, 
high ceilings + formal dining and living room. 
Spacious gourmet kitchen. Large yard with 
patio. 2-car garage. $949,000

Dottie Monroe Maisy Young

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Stunning 3bd/2ba 
remodeled Eichler with a gorgeous, private 
courtyard. Open kitchen w/granite counters, cus-
tom cabinets, + travertine floors. $1,025,000

Susan Sweeley

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Charming, authentic 
Craftsman-style home built in 1924. 3bd/1.5ba 
conveniently located close to downtown 
Mountain View. Huge basement.  $949,000

Sharon & Marcella

MO U N TA I N VI E W ■ Move right in! 
Charming 4bd/2.5ba home bordering Los Altos. 
Living room with beautiful skylight + updated 
kitchen. 2104+/- sf. $1,098,000

Patrice Horvath

SU N NYVALE ■ Great floor plan: 2 master 
suites, 2.5 baths, + spacious loft. 1,584+/- sf. 
Berber carpet, hardwood floor + marble fire-
place. Pool, spa and clubhouse.  $655,000

Chuck & Tori

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Cuesta Park! 3 bed-
room, 2 bath home with 2-car garage. Fireplace 
hardwood floors, + eat-in kitchen. Lovely yards, 
great location. $898,000

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Spacious 2bd/2ba 
Parc Crossings condo. New carpet and fixtures, 
+ inside laundry. 1093+/- sf. Pool + spa. Los 
Altos School District.  $559,000

Scott Rutley
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Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Elizabeth Lasky.

“ Our children were all with us at 
the First Presbyterian Church.”
Nancy Crippen, Mountain View

“ Went to brunch and 
saw a jazz show.”
Michelle Lee, Menlo Park

“ I called my mom in New Jersey.”
Krysta Curtis, Mountain View

“ Went to Princeton Point in 
Half Moon Bay, watched the 
waves come in. It was beautiful. 
Took Mom to Duart’s in 
Pescadero for dinner. 
It was a nice Mother’s Day.” 
Dean Johnson, Mountain View

“ I allowed my son to take my 
wife and myself to dinner, 
and I sent my mother 
some flowers.”
Bob Howe, Danville

What did you do for 
Mother’s Day?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

 1040 Grant Road, Suite 103, Mountain View, CA 94040
650.314.0100 • www.rutnerdental.com

SLIP INTO A BEAUTIFUL SMILE!

Rutner Dental is now offering LUMINEERS 
BY CERINATE, the latest in porcelain 

veneer technology. Incredibly thin, they 
can correct chips, stains, and most other 

cosmetic problems in as little as two visits.

They slide right over your own teeth, 
in most cases without any shots, 

grinding, or drilling! 

Find out just how easy it can be 
to slip into a beautiful smile. 

Call today for a $500 
discount on LUMINEERS!
866.57.SMILE

Rutner Dental, for beautiful 
smiles that work.

ispel the myths of remodeling and learn the facts and how-to’s of the process in
an interactive workshop designed specifically for homeowners. 

Whether you are undecided about remodeling or ready to go, the class will cover the details, 
decisions, and questions homeowners have—including how to live through a remodel.

Topics will include:
• Pre-planning • Choosing an architect, designer and /or contractor • The design process • Budgeting 
• Materials • Floor plans • Code requirements • Scheduling •Building permits • Inspections and more!

Harrell Remodeling, one of the San Francisco Peninsula's premier 
remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and take you step 
by step through the design and construction process so you can go 
through your major remodel confidently and intelligently. Your home 
is an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are by 
giving it your very best!

At Harrell Remodeling, we never forget it’s your home.®

For more information or to pre-register for the workshop,
call Carol Langley at (650) 230-2900.
No credit cards accepted.
Class fee is $20.00 if pre-registered, or $25.00 at the door. 

Harrell Remodeling
Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

Saturday, May 20, 9:00am – 12:00pm
1954 Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View, CA 94043D
"It was terrific, excellent source of information."
-Workshop Attendee

Kitchen & Bath Remodels:
A Design and Construction Workshop.
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— NASA ENVIRONMENTAL CHIEF SANDY OLLIGES, 
ON A NASA REPORT ESTIMATING THE COST OF TEARING DOWN HANGAR ONE

Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

Sunday
Mornings for 

Spiritual Health
Meditation 9:15-9:45am

Service      10-11am
Non-denominational

and Inclusive Spirituality.
Thursdays  7-8pm

Meditation &
Self-Development

Pathways to Self Healing
4153A El Camino Way

Palo Alto (650) 424-1118
www.psh.org

Christ Episcopal Church
NurturingMinds and Hearts

Come grow with us

Sunday Worship 8:00am and 10:15am

Call or visit online for directions and programs

1040 Border Rd, Los Altos (650)948-2151 www.ccla.us

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST
“Thy kingdom come:” let the reign of divine Truth, Life, 
and Love be established in me, and rule out of me all sin, 
and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, 

and govern them! (Daily Prayer, Mary Baker Eddy)

Hear healings Sundays: KNEW AM 910 – 6:30 am;
KSTE AM 650 – 7:30 am

www.spirituality.com
Sunday Church & Sunday School 10 a.m., Wednesday Meetings 8 p.m.
221 Bryant Ave. (off Grant Rd.) in Mountain View, 650-968-2229

The Bible and Science & Health are the Pastor for 
Churches of Christ, Scientist, worldwide.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View  Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189

A Guide to the Spir i tual  Community

Ananda
A Place of Awakening

Sunday Celebration
9-9:45 am    Meditation
10-11:30 Worship and Satsang

2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
for a free brochure, call (650) 323-3363 

or visit www.anandapaloalto.org
Paramhansa Yogananda
Author of Autobiography of a Yogi

To include 

your Church in 

Inspirations

Call Blanca Yoc 
at 650-326-8210 

Ext. 239
or e-mail 

byoc@paweekly.com

Family, Friends, Faith
It’s what’s important. 
It’s who we are.

First Presbysterian
1667 Miramonte Ave.

(650) 968-4473 
www.fpcmv.org

SUNDAY: 
Sunday School 9am
Worship 10:30 am

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

- Realize the abundant potential of your life. 
- Recognize the divinity in yourself and others. 
- Welcome to Life, Love and God.  Welcome to Unity.

Services Sunday at 8:45 and 11 am.
Childcare and youth programs available.

3391 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto; 650-494-7222
www.UnityPaloAlto.org

Celebrate Spiritual Rebirth at

UNITy PALO ALTO

ARMED ROBBERY, EL PAISANO 
MARKET, 889 LEONG DR., 5/12
 Two suspects entered the 
market and committed a take-
over robbery. The first suspect 
confronted the cashier at gun-
point and then walked behind 
the counter looking for money. 
Meanwhile, the second suspect 
controlled two store employees 
at gunpoint, taking wallets and 
cell phones from them. Then 
an unwitting customer entered 
the store and was directed to 
the ground by suspects. At this 
point, the store employees acti-
vated a silent robbery alarm. 
The suspects fled the area with 
an undisclosed amount of cash. 
They were not apprehended. 

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY 
WEAPON, 1900 BLOCK 
ROCK ST., 5/13
 Police responded to a report 

of a fight and yelling. As officers 
were en route to the scene, they 
also received a report of a green 
Blazer leaving this location. One 
of the officers spotted the Blazer 
and stopped it. This officer 
determined that a passenger in 
the vehicle had committed an 
assault with a deadly weapon 
on a victim in the reported 
location. This weapon was a 
baseball bat used to “settle” a 
personal dispute. Using the bat, 
the suspect broke several items 
inside the victim’s apartment 
and then struck the victim sev-
eral times. The victim suffered 
severe but not life-threatening 
injuries as a result. The suspect 
and the individual driving 
the Blazer were arrested and 
charged with several crimes, 
including assault with a deadly 
weapon and burglary. 

■  C R I M E W AT C H

AUTO BURGLARY
200 block Escuela Ave., 5/11
1100 block Castro St., 5/11
1000 block Gest Dr., 5/15

BATTERY
300 block N. Rengstorff Ave., 5/11
Crittenden School, 5/12
Rengstorff Park, 5/13
100 block Permanente Way, 5/14
600 block Mariposa Ave., 5/15

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE
200 block Pettis Ave., 5/14
600 block California St., 5/15

ROBBERY
800 block Leong Dr., 5/12

GRAND THEFT
1900 block Plymouth St., 5/09
300 block Ravendale Dr., 5/12
1600 block Villa St., 5/13
Amphitheatre Pkwy., 5/13

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
700 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 5/13

VANDALISM
500 block Escuela Ave., 5/09
Albertson’s, 5/09
Whisman Park, 5/10
100 block Pachetti Way, 5/11
800 block Castro St., 5/12
500 block Cypress Point Dr., 5/13

RAPE
2000 block Montecito Ave, 5/10

■  P O L I C E L O G

■  Q U O T E O F T H E W E E K

‘Apparently we did do 
an engineering estimate. 
How correct it is, I really 

don’t know. What it is based 
on, I’m not sure. We’re going 

back and looking at that now.’

grow
your business.

Advertise in  the Voice • 650-964-6300



By Molly Tanenbaum

AMountain View woman was 
cut and sexually assaulted 
early Sunday morning after 

she and her roommates were 
frightened into fleeing their Cali-
fornia Street apartment, police say. 
There have been no arrests in 
the attack, and 
police are still 
searching for 
leads.
 The incident 
began around 3 
a.m. on Sunday, 
May 14, when 
three female 
roommates in 
an apartment 
on the 2600 block of California 
Street heard a suspicious noise 
coming from outside the patio 
window. The women, who were 
awake at the time, spotted a man 
standing in the window. He was 
later described as 18 to 30 years 
old, possibly Hispanic, and about 
5-foot-7 with black hair.
 The man then attempted to 
enter the apartment forcefully. 
Fearing for their safety, two of the 
women immediately fled into the 
street. The third resident fled to 
a neighboring apartment, where 
she dialed 9-1-1. 
 While running on Del Medio 
Avenue, the two fleeing women 
encountered a man standing on 
the sidewalk. Police are not say-
ing whether they think it was 
the same man who tried to break 
into the apartment. The women 
turned to run the other direction, 
but he chased after them, grabbed 
one of them and dragged her 
down the street. 
 Once in the secluded area, the 
man pulled the victim to the 
ground and injured her with a 
knife or other sharp object. She 
attempted to fight back, and 
police believe the subject sexually 
assaulted the victim. The attacker 
then fled on foot. The victim was 
transported to a local hospital for 

■  C R I M E
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SALUTE TO MUSIC: The Castro School Chorus performs “I Lost my Homework” at 
the fifth annual ChoralFest at Shoreline Amphitheatre on Monday. The performance, which features 
hundreds of kids, is put on through a collaborative effort of the Los Altos-Mountain View PTA Council 
and the Community School of Music and Arts.

Survey: All’s 
good in the 

neighborhood
Bay City News

The overwhelming majority 
of Mountain View residents 
are “very” or “somewhat” 

satisfied with the programs and 
services offered in their city and 
the quality of life they enjoy there, 
according to a new survey that lists 
the scores as “one of the highest” 
for a city.
 Godbe Research President Brian 
Godbe, whose Half Moon Bay-
based company has conducted 
surveys for more than 15 years, 
said Mountain View received 
“one of the highest scores Godbe 
Research has seen for a city.”
 The results show that Mountain 
View residents’ priorities for the 
city have shifted since 1995, when 
reducing crime topped the list. 
Today, increasing affordable hous-
ing is in the top spot at 27 percent, 
compared to only 9 percent in 
1995. Improving local schools is 
also deemed more urgent today, 
with 17.2 percent citing it as a top 
issue. Reducing traffic is third at 
10.7 percent.
 Programs and services ranked 
on the lower end of the impor-
tance scale include building 
more parks and increasing rec-
reation offerings.
 Library and fire protection/
paramedic services, meanwhile, 
scored the highest among the ser-
vices residents are the most satis-
fied with. Traffic flow measures 
and land use regulation ranked 
lowest. V

Where the windfalls fall
TWO SCHOOL DISTRICTS SPEND TECHNOLOGY FUNDS IN VERY DIFFERENT WAYS

By Molly Tanenbaum

Last summer, the Mountain 
View City Council decided 
to allocate a large chunk 

of property tax revenue to both 
the Mountain View-Whisman 
and Mountain View-Los Altos 
School districts for the purposes 
of strengthening technology edu-
cation. 
 In their first year with the 

funds, the two school districts 
have taken drastically differ-
ent spending approaches, based 
on their immediate technology 
needs. While one will launch 
a new, alternative technology-
based high school in the fall, the 
other has had to focus on getting 
simple e-mail up and running.
 The funds — $400,000 to 
each district every year for 15 
years — come from property tax 

revenue from the city’s Shoreline 
Regional Park Community, and 
the districts entered a joint pow-
ers authority agreement with the 
community last summer for use 
of the funds. 
 The Shoreline Regional Park 
Community is home to Google, 
Intuit, Microsoft and other high 
tech companies. The hope is that, 

  See TECHNOLOGY page 6

Suspect sketch

Woman 
attacked 

after being 
chased from 

her home

   See CRIME, page 13

Four-alarm blaze guts El Camino businesses
Bay City News

Fire crews spent four hours 
battling a four-alarm 
blaze in a Mountain View 

strip mall early Wednesday 
that sent f lames high in the sky 
and destroyed four businesses, 
a fire department spokesman 
said.
 The fire began in a dry clean-
ing business at 803 W. El Camino 
Real at Castro Street, according to 
Mountain View Fire Department 
spokesman Lynn Brown. It was 
first called in as a two-alarm fire 

at 12:21 a.m. Wednesday, and was 
raised to a three-alarm fire around 
1 a.m. At about 1:40 a.m., a fourth 
alarm was raised as the fire spread 
to neighboring businesses.
 Flames were clearly visible from 
the street, as units from at least 
four different fire departments 
worked from ladder stations to 
spray water on the roof, Brown 
said. 
 El Camino Real and Castro 
Street were both closed outside 
the building as hoses were pulled 
across the roadways, but police 
were able to open El Camino by 

the morning commute.
 By 2:05 a.m., the fire had 
stopped spreading, but it was 
not until after 4:30 a.m. that the 
fire was under control enough 
for crews to enter and put out 
hotspots and lingering flames.
 According to Brown, the fire 
began at Super Fluff Cleaners 
and Laundry; the cause of the fire 
remains under investigation. A 
beauty salon, a Postal Express and 
a liquor store at the strip mall also 
sustained major damage. 
 Brown did not have an exact 
dollar amount of the damages 

caused by the f lames, smoke 
and water, but he did estimate 
that the fire could cost hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars 
at the least. The businesses were 
empty at the time of the fire, 
Brown said, and no firefighters 
were injured.
 Units from the Santa Clara 
County Fire Department, the 
Sunnyvale Fire Department and 
the NASA Ames Fire Depart-
ment based at Moffett Field all 
aided the Mountain View Fire 
Department in controlling the 
fire, Brown said. V

■  B R E A K I N G N E W S



By Molly Tanenbaum

The Mountain View-Los 
Altos-Los Altos Hills 
Challenge Team recog-

nized Bob Adams and Oscar 
Garcia as “2006 Challenge 
Team Champions for Youth” 
at its benefit breakfast last 
Thursday.
 Adams, a member of the Los 
Altos Rotary Club, founded 
Partners for a New Genera-
tion, a volunteer mentoring 
program at Mountain View-
Los Altos Union High School 
District. Adams also helped 
found Alta Vista High School’s 

basketball program.
 Garcia, a graduate of Castro 
School and eventually of UC 
Berkeley, co-founded Mesa de 
la Comunidad last year. Col-
laborating with city organiza-
tions and the school districts 
through Mesa, Garcia has 
organized a citywide soccer 
tournament, has planned the 
upcoming Mountain View 
Olympics event on June 4, 
and is working toward creat-
ing citywide after-school pro-
grams.
 The Challenge Team pre-
sented a surprise award to 
Rich Fischer, retiring MVLA 

superintendent. The 130 audi-
ence members at the May 11 
breakfast also watched a guest 
speech by Richard Santana, a 
former gang member turned 
Harvard graduate. 
 “I was supposed to be dead. I 
was supposed to be locked up, 
and because of someone like 
you, I graduated from that uni-
versity,” he told the audience. 
 The Challenge Team is a 
nonprofit partnership of stu-
dents, school districts, police 
departments and community 
groups organized to prevent 
alcohol and drug-related prob-
lems facing youth. V
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Let the Sunshine in
There’s nothing quite
like the well crafted
beauty of an Andersen
window or door. At Bruce Bauer our expert sales staff
will help you find the best Andersen solution for your
home improvement needs. The famous Andersen®

Frenchwood® patio doors and the new custom-sized
double-hung windows provide exceptional beauty,
energy efficiency and reliability.

Come in to Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply today to find out
more about our Andersen® windows and doors. Bruce Bauer
Lumber & Supply. We’re more than just a warehouse.

Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply
134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 948-1089  www.brucebauer.com

Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm Sat 8:00am-4:30pm Sun 9:00am-4:30pm

by contributing funds to schools 
to support technology education, 
companies will help create the 
next generation of technologically 
adept employees right in their 
backyard. 
 “It was viewed as an amount 
that seemed reasonable to the 
Shoreline Community but would 
also have a positive impact on the 
two school districts,” said city 
manager Kevin Duggan. “We 
think [the school districts] are 
best suited to determine how they 
can get the most bang for the buck 

in regard to using technology.”

A tech-savvy high school
 The Mountain View-Los Altos 
Union High School District 
appears well on its way to creat-
ing future high tech employees. 
It has decided to allot the annual 
$400,000 to fund to what it calls 
Freestyle High School: A New 
Academy of Communication 
Arts and Technology. 
 The school has already accepted 
64 students into the program, 
which will start in the fall and 
provide juniors and seniors with 
education in Web and graphic 
design, filmmaking, audio engi-
neering and digital photography. 

 According to Joe White, asso-
ciate superintendent of business 
services for Mountain View-
Los Altos, about half of the city 
money will be spent by the end 
of this school year on staff time 
and equipment.
 “We’re trying to conserve that 
money as much as possible and 
carry it over into the first year,” he 
said.
 Since receiving the joint pow-
ers funds, Freestyle High has 
been able to secure additional 
grants: $100,000 from the state, 
$60,000 from Hewlett-Packard 
and $15,000 from Microsoft to 

TECHNOLOGY
 Continued from page 5

SUMMER SCHOOL 
SIGN-UPS EXTENDED
 The Los Altos School District 
is still accepting registrations 
into its two enrichment sum-
mer school programs, which 
run June 19 to July 14. The pri-
mary grade program is open to 
students entering grades two to 
four and will be held at Loyola 
School. The upper grade pro-
gram is for students entering 
fifth through seventh grades 
and will be held at Oak School.
 Some of the available classes 
include architectural design, 
French conversation, robotic 
Olympics, creative writing, com-
puter projects and forensic sci-
ences. For more information, call 
district office at (650) 947-1150.

REGISTER EARLY FOR 
FOOTHILL’S FALL QUARTER
 Students currently enrolled in 
spring quarter classes at Foot-
hill College are eligible to par-

ticipate in early fall registration 
through May 26. Early registra-
tion provides the best selection 
of available courses. This service 
is only available by registering 
online or by calling (650) 917-
0509 or (408) 777-9394. 
 Fall quarter classes begin the 
week of Sept. 25. Visit www.
foothill.edu to view online 
course listings and to register. 
General online and phone regis-
tration for continuing students 
runs July 31 through Sept. 24, 
while new and former students 
may register online or by phone 
Aug. 4 through Sept. 24. 

GRAHAM QUARTET 
WINS SECOND IN STATE
 Four Graham Middle School 
eighth graders received a second-
place prize for their performance 
in the California Association for 
Music Education (CMEA) solo 
and ensemble festival in Sacra-
mento on May 13. 
 Blair Bacsi, Emily Fisher, Lau-

ren Fischer and Alice Shen made 
up a flute and clarinet quartet 
that qualified to compete in the 
state contest last weekend based 
on their performance at San Jose 
State. They were the only Gra-
ham students to travel to Sacra-
mento to compete. They played 
“Gavotte” from Suite #3 in D 
Major by Bach.

MEET THE NEW SUPER
 The Mountain View-Los Altos 
Union High School District 
Board of Trustees will host a 
reception on Tuesday, May 30 to 
welcome Barry Groves, the new 
superintendent, to the district. 
Groves replaces Rich Fischer, 
who will retire at the end of this 
school year. 
 The community welcome 
reception for Groves will take 
place from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Los 
Altos Community House at 183 
Hillview Avenue in Los Altos.

— Molly Tanenbaum

■  E D U C AT I O N B R I E F S

  See TECHNOLOGY, next page

Challenge Team honors 
Bob Adams, Oscar Garcia
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fund salaries, equipment and 
software. 
 White believes that having the 
city’s funds — which he called 
“the basic seed money for the 
operation” — helped Freestyle 
to approach companies and the 
state and successfully pursue the 
additional funds. 
 “It shows that there’s commit-
ment to the program and that the 
district is willing to put time and 
effort into this to be an ongoing 
project,” White said.

Getting up to speed
 The Mountain View-Whisman 
School District, meanwhile, has 
had to address its basic technol-
ogy needs. 
 Superintendent Maurice Ghy-
sels, who came to the district 
this school year from Campbell 
Union High School District, said 
that in comparison to his old dis-
trict, Mountain View-Whisman 
was way behind.
 “I can tell you when I first 
walked in, just basic e-mail was 
very spotty,” Ghysels said. “Where 
I came from, there was an infra-
structure and it was working. I 
was very concerned in terms of 
communication inside and out. 
We needed a really reliable Web-
based system and e-mail system.”
 This past year, Mountain View-
Whisman has spent its entire 
$400,000 on beefing up its 
technology infrastructure. Ghy-
sels created a new director of 
technology position, and added 
a new network coordinator and 
technology trainer to the staff. 
About $114,000 of the city money 
has gone toward personnel, while 
the remaining funds have been 
used for new equipment, estab-
lishing a new e-mail system and 
setting up a server and network. 
 But Ghysels says this is all just 
a start. In the coming years, he 
hopes to allocate the city funds 
toward data analysis programs 
that help teachers better assess 
their students and provide indi-
vidualized instruction. 
 “We really want to create a 
connection between learning 
and technology and not just buy 
the new, new thing,” he said. 
“The technology that we pur-
chase for students ultimately has 
to show that it has an effect on 
achievement and an engagement 
in learning.”
 He has also mentioned the 
potential for future use of blogs, 
iPods and laptops in the class-
room. But for now, he believes 
the district has made big strides 
in the right direction this year.
 “We’re crawling before we can 
run,” Ghysels said. V

E-mail Molly Tanenbaum at 
mtanenbaum@mv-voice.com
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 Last Thursday after school, the 15 
skaters there were all boys, ranging 
in age from 12 to 21. Some arrive as 
early as 7 a.m. before school, and 
they all return after school to skate 
until the sun sets. Occasionally, a 
couple of girls with skateboards 
will come by and use the park, 
but Dominic Benitez, a Los Altos 
High freshman, said girls mainly 
hang around outside the fenced-off 
skate park, located at the northeast 

corner of Rengstorff. 
 “They sit there and watch. 
They’re kind of annoying,” he 
said.
 Some of the structures at the 
skate park include the Spine, the 
Steep Quarter Pipe, the Fun Box 
and the Kinked Rail. Skaters weave 
around each other and practice 
moves, sometimes focusing on one 
of the structures, or using one to 
gain enough momentum to land a 
trick on another. 
 But skaters avoid one low bar in 
the corner called the Curvy Rail. 
 “No one skates it because they 

hit their head and face,” Hanley 
said, adding that “only roller-
bladers use it and they suck.”
 Some skaters listen to music 
with headphones as they wheel 
around in their own worlds, while 
others take breaks to socialize on 
the side, resting on their boards.
 Skaters at Rengstorff Park define 
their abilities in terms of fun, not 
competitiveness. The more fun 
you have, the better you are. 
 “The people who have more 
fun teach the people who have 
less fun,” explained 12-year-old 
Angel Chaerr, a Crittenden Middle 
School 7th grader who started 
skating about a year ago. It’s com-
mon for young skaters like Chaerr 
to get their start in the park, learn-
ing tricks from the older, more 
experienced skaters.
 “We don’t compare ourselves to 
each other,” added Benitez, who 
has been skating for six years. 
 Chaerr is one of the 
youngest at the park, and 
is also one of the few who 
still wears a helmet, at 
his parents’ request. But 
there’s one problem: His 
helmet’s buckle is miss-
ing, so the straps dangle 
on either side of his head. 
 “I’m used to [wearing 
a helmet] and I’m not a 
bad kid like you,” he said 
to Andrew Elliott, a Los 
Altos High School fresh-
man who abandoned his 
helmet long ago. 
 “You’re not going to 
wear a helmet forever. 
You’re going to get sick of 
it and take it off,” Elliott replied. 
 Rules posted outside the skate 
park’s gate say that skaters must 
wear appropriate protective gear 
like helmets and elbow pads. Skat-

ers say the police come by regularly 
for a week out of every year, and 
then they go away.
 “The cops come and scare 
everybody,” Chaerr said.
 Benitez added, “Once they 
leave, we just skate again. They 
don’t understand.”
 Though wearing protective gear 
isn’t the norm, falling is a way of 
life for Rengstorff skaters. It’s how 
they become better skaters. 
 “You learn from every fall you 
take,” Hanley said. “I get up and 
try again. It’s not a big deal.”
 Hanley’s friends couldn’t forget 
his big fall, when he landed on 
a rock that embedded into his 
elbow. 
 “Everyone’s fallen really hard 
at least once. Everyoneís hit their 
head,” Benitez said.
 Of course, the skaters have their 
gripes about the park, like when 
police come by to enforce helmet 

rules, when they can’t skate dur-
ing the winter and it’s rainy, and 
the park’s chain-link fence. 
 “The only thing terrible about 
this park is that we’re fenced in. 

We’re like hamsters in a cage,” 
Hanley said.
 But the park is close and 
convenient for the skaters, who 

come from Mountain 
View, Los Altos and 
even Palo Alto to use 
the half-pipe, rails and 
ramps. 
 Most Rengstorff 
skaters buy their boards 
at Skate Works on Cas-
tro Street in Mountain 
View, where they also 
hang out and watch 
skating videos. After 
purchasing the board 
and wheels separate-
ly, they assemble the 
pieces, sometimes add-
ing personal touches 
like colored screws and 
wheels, spray paint or 

decals. Each board ends up costing 
about $50, they said. 
 “No one really cares what it 
looks like,” said Benitez, whose 
only personal touch on his board 
was using metallic red screws 
to fasten the wheels. “Some 
people think it looks cool. It’s still 
expensive for a piece of wood.” 
 But there’s no point in putting 
too much effort into decorating 
a board, Hanley said, since they 
tend to break pretty frequently 
with heavy use. He’s broken so 
many that he lost count long ago.
 Hanley isnít the only one 
for whom skating has gone far 
beyond a hobby. Foothill Col-
lege student Brian Oandasan, 21, 
started skating at 14 and views 
the activity as a means of artistic 
expression. 
 “It’s more of an art form than 
anything else,” he said. “You have 
to be creative about the kind of 
trick you do.” 
 For the skaters, the park is 
more than a place to learn new 
tricks and socialize with friends. 
It provides a sense of identity. 
 “We’re from the skate 
park,”Hanley said. “We all skate 
together as one big Rengstorff 
family.” V

E-mail Molly Tanenbaum at 
mtanenbaum@mv-voice.com
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ERASE

SUN DAMAGE

WITH IPL -
WINTER

SPECIALS

Fine Spanish Bronze Mounted Humidor

Selection of Hand Tied CarpetsNeedlepoint Armchair

Fine Jewelry, incl. Retro Diamond Covered Watch

SKATE
 Continued from page 1 What: Rengstorff Skate Park

Where: The corner of South 
Rengstorff Avenue and 
Crisanto Avenue

When: Open daily from 
6 a.m. until one half hour 
before sunset. On Saturdays 
and Sundays, the park is 
reserved exclusively for skaters 
age 12 and under from 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. 

Also: All skaters must wear 
helmets, kneepads and elbow 
pads. All scooters and bikes, 
including BMX bikes, are 
prohibited at this facility.

■  I N F O R M AT I O N

ADAM HEYMAN



Living most of her life with a rare kidney cancer, Madison has
very real opinions about her health care. And good for her.  
At Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, our commitment to
family-centered care creates an environment where patients,
families and hospital staff work in partnership to make
decisions that reflect the unique needs of every child.
Listening to kids is what we do.  

Ranked as one of the top ten pediatric hospitals 
in the nation by U.S.News & World Report,
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital is a world
class hospital devoted entirely to the care of
children and expectant mothers — right in
your backyard. 

Read more about Madison and 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 
at www.lpch.org.

She May Be Small 
But She Plays a Big Role in Her Health Care.
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agenda in open session months 
after hospital management had 
notified staff, patients and fami-
lies on Dec. 12. About half of the 
48 subacute patients who had 
received care at El Camino Hos-
pital have already transferred, 
leaving 22 patients, according to 
a hospital official. 
 More than 10 members of the 
audience spoke at the meeting, 
including representatives from 
the offices of State Assembly 
members Sally Lieber and Ira 
Ruskin, who expressed the legis-
lators’ support of preserving the 
unit, and criticized the board 
for not holding a public hearing 
earlier about the issue. 
 Dawn Dunn, whose quad-
riplegic husband resides in El 
Camino’s subacute unit, said she 
was afraid to send him elsewhere 
because of the excellent care he 
has received at El Camino. 
 “I feel as though I’m sending him 
to his death,” Dunn said, adding 
that her husband had almost died 
of bed sores at a prior facility. 
 Diana Russell, vice president 
of patient care services, outlined 
the need for subacute beds to 
become beds for patients with 
acute needs such as cancer, car-
diac care and bariatric surgery. 
 “On an everyday basis, we run 
very tight, and oftentimes this 
results in delays or total cancel-
lations of procedures,” Russell 
said. “We currently lack the 
capacity to meet the acute care 
needs now and in the future.” 
 She noted that one bed used for 
a subacute long-term patient at 
El Camino could serve 83 inpa-

tients over the course of a year. 
 Victor Bazan, whose wife Adela 
has spent six years in El Camino as 
a subacute patient, did not think 
it was right to say Adela’s bed 
could be better used by 83 other 
patients. 
 “It means I have to say, OK, 
Adelita, die!” he said to Rus-
sell during public comment. “I 
am going to fight with all my 
strength to keep it open. Please 
change your mind.” 
 Russell said the late 2008 clo-
sure date would give patients 
and their families ample time 
to find another facility. She also 
noted that out of the 69 full-time 
workers in the subacute unit, 44 
remain and the rest have either 
transferred or voluntarily termi-
nated their positions. 
 In their comments, each mem-
ber of the board of directors 
pointed out that El Camino Hos-
pital’s mission is to provide acute 
care to the community. Many 
said they took exception to com-
munity remarks implying a lack 
of public accountability in the 
decision-making process to close 
the subacute unit, using the fact 
that it was on the May 10 agenda 
as proof of public accountability. 
  “Just because we didn’t come 
out with the decision they wanted 
doesn’t mean we’re not account-
able to the public,” said David 
Reeder, board vice chair, after the 
meeting.
 But Reeder then admitted that 
the process should have been dif-
ferent, and his eyes welled up with 
tears when he said how hard a 
decision it was to make to close the 
unit.  
 “The board probably should 
have said right then and there that 
we should have addressed this 

publicly [in December],” he said. 
 After the meeting, Bazan 
looked neither surprised nor 
defeated. He said, “I’m going to 
keep talking to the community 
and to the politicians.” V
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dential neighborhoods.
 The Emporium site eventu-
ally became the new home of the 
Camino Medical Group, after 
the nonprofit made a $5 million 
contribution to the city in order 
to make up for the loss of poten-
tial sales tax revenue. But Home 
Depot, despite operating stores in 
Sunnyvale and East Palo Alto, did 
not give up on its plans.
 In early 2005, Palo Alto-based 
Thoits Brothers took over direct 
control of its land at San Antonio 
Shopping Center and quickly 
began looking for a new tenant 
to replace Sears, whose lease was 
expiring in March 2007. Talks with 
one retailer had fallen through 
when Home Depot representatives 
came up with an offer.
 Fred Thoits said the new store 
would restore San Antonio’s sta-
tus as a regional shopping center.
 “What we have seen is that the 
center has taken a sort of tired 
look, a run-down look,” he said. 
“It’s not a vital and active cen-
ter, and we think it has a lot of 
potential.”
 Gallagher said that Home Depot 
has been working closely with city 
officials and is planning a commu-
nity meeting for residents of local 
neighborhoods. Though the site 
is already zoned for commercial 
uses, the city will hold hearings on 
design and traffic elements. 
 One issue, according to city 
economic development director 
Ellis Berns, will be ensuring that 
the new building, in particular 
its lumber storage, manages to fit 

in well with the existing stores.
 “We want it to look clean in 
terms of design and appropriate 
for the community,” said Berns. 
 Berns said the city cannot 

release information about sales 
tax revenues generated by indi-
vidual businesses, but that Home 
Depots in the region generally 
produce between $225,000 and 

$450,000 a year. Sears stores 
tend to come in at about two-
thirds of that, he said.
 Gallagher said the store will 
focus on home design and decor, 

and will employ about 150 full- 
and part-time workers. V

E-mail Jon Wiener at 
jwiener@mv-voice.com
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Hangar 1
Community Update                                 
Former NAS Moffett Field

Background
In 1997, contaminants such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), asbestos, and lead (common in building 
materials in years’ past) were found at wetlands near Moffett Field’s Hangar 1, and in the hangar’s interior 
and exterior materials. In 2003, the Navy and NASA took temporary actions to prevent harmful effects from 
the pollution at Hangar 1, including applying a coating on the hangar surface.  The coating was expected to 
last three to five years. The Navy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and San Francisco Bay Regional 
Water Quality Control Board agreed that a long-term solution would be necessary. 

Finding the Best Solution
To find the best long-term solution, the Navy used a process called an engineering evaluation/cost analysis 
(EE/CA).  This would allow the Navy to find a cleanup remedy in a relatively short time. The Navy realized 
the importance of involving the public in cleanup efforts and invited the public to attend open houses, a 
cleanup alternatives workshop, and Restoration Advisory Board meetings. The Navy also provided written 
information to the public.  Suggestions from the community were evaluated as part of the EE/CA process.

The EE/CA summarizes the evaluation of 13 alternatives and describes the Navy’s recommended 
alternative.  The recommended alternative consists of complete demolition and removal of Hangar 1. 
Removing the hangar provides the highest degree of protection and will allow for future uses of the site and 
cleanup of nearby wetlands (Site 25).  Because contaminants are embedded in the inner and outer layers 
of the siding’s composition, and in the hangar’s interior structure, the Navy cannot cost-effectively clean the 
hangar or rebuild its parts. 

Protecting the Environment
The recommended alternative provides the best solution because the contaminant source (the hangar siding 
and structure) would be completely controlled by removing the source from the site.  The Navy is aware that 
many community members object to demolition of the hangar because of its historic and personal significance. 
It is important to the Navy’s history too.  But the number one priority for the Navy is to make Moffett Field 
environmentally safe. Human health and the environment take precedence over any other issue. 

Preserving History
Because the Navy values the historic nature of the hangar, it is working with the State Historic Preservation 
Office, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and NASA to ensure future generations can still learn 
about and appreciate the hangar.  The site will be marked to denote the size of the Hangar 1 structure.  The 
Navy is also preserving the history of Hangar 1 by making drawings, photos, interactive archives, and an oral 
history available to the community. 

To get more information or comment on this action, please attend the public meeting on 
Tuesday, May 23. Open House, 5 to 6:45 p.m.; Public Meeting, 7 to 9:00 p.m. at Building 
943, Moffett Field, Mountain View, Calif. 

Richard Weissenborn is the Navy’s BRAC Environmental Coordinator charged with the 
environmental cleanup programs at the former NAS Moffett Field. 
He can be reached by e-mail at richard.weissenborn@navy.mil or by phone at (619) 532-0952.  

HOME DEPOT
 Continued from page 1

treatment of her wound, which 
was not life threatening. 
 Police currently have no suspect 
in custody. Detectives are trying to 
determine the connection between 
the attempted break-in and the 
assault on Del Medio, and to 
determine the nature of the sexual 
assault, said police spokesperson 
Josef Kachman. 
 Anyone with information about 
this incident may call the Moun-
tain View Police Department’s 
investigative services division at 
(650) 903-6344. V

E-mail Molly Tanenbaum at 
mtanenbaum@mv-voice.com

CRIME
 Continued from page 5

Find a movie.
Find a restaurant.

Find a date.
Find eternal happiness.

3 out of 4 is
pretty good.
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FREE COMMUNITY WORKSHOP ON BACK PAIN

Come learn about natural 
solutions to back pain at this 
informative and practical 
lecture. Learn about drug-
free alternatives to the most 
common back problems.

Presented by 
The Doctors’ Speakers Bureau 
at Mtn. View Public Library 
on Tuesday, May 23 at 7:00pm

Call for reservations, 
650.564.9002
Limited to fi rst 30 callers. Guest speaker Ted Ray, L.Ac.
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Bike to Work Month 
May 2006

Take the healthy commute!

(650) 858-7700
3001 El Camino Real in Palo Alto
www.MikesBikes.com
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Brought to you by
Larry & Laurie Moore

 If you like to drive with your A/C on, the stereo 
cranked up, and the DVD player on, it should be 
clear that today's nominal 14-volt DC electrical 
systems and 12-volt batteries are barely keeping up 
with the increased demand. With the plethora of 
new electronic devices on the market, it is not hard 
to see a day soon when vehicles' electrical systems 
will strain to keep up. In addition, car manufacturers 
are increasingly using electric motors rather than 
belts to drive components such as the water pump. 
With this in mind, a consortium sponsored by the 
Society of Automotive Engineers has advocated 
introduction of a 42-volt system with a 36-volt bat-
tery, which we may see within a few years.

 The most important thing as far as a battery 
goes is making sure you get it replaced, or at least 
recharged, if the "juice" just doesn't seem to be 
there when you start your car. At Larry's AutoWorks, 
our technicians are highly trained professionals 
skilled at working with all sorts of vehicles. We are 
just off the 101 Freeway on Leghorn between San 
Antonio and Rengstorff in Mountain View. Take the 
Rengstorff exit south, then right on Leghorn. We 
offer loner cars when you leave your car with us for 
repair. Call us today!

POWER UP!

When you want it right!

L A R R Y ’ S

HINT: Fortunately, battery technology is develop-
ing in tandem with hybrid technology.

lition as the cheapest and best 
choice to resolve the chemical 
contamination in the hangar’s 
siding and roof. It said replacing 
the panels would cost about $24.6 
million, the same price range as 
encapsulating the toxic panels in a 
rubber or other coating. 
 NASA environmental chief 
Sandy Olliges had refused to 
release the cost estimate as recent-
ly as last Thursday’s meeting of 
the Restoration Advisory Board 
(RAB), repeatedly referring to it 
as a “back-of-the-envelope calcu-
lation.” 
 She apologized Monday, saying 
she had made a mistake.
 “Apparently we did do an engi-
neering estimate,” Olliges said. 
“How correct it is, I really don’t 
know. What it is based on, I’m not 
sure. We’re going back and look-
ing at that now.”
 An engineer on her staff is 
reviewing the report and compar-
ing it to the Navy’s recent report, 
she said.
 But Lenny Siegel, a founding 
member of the RAB and the Save 
Hangar One Committee, said the 
disclosure of the NASA study 
points to the need for an indepen-
dent review of the Navy’s analysis.
 The Navy report is “fundamen-
tally flawed,” RAB Chair Bob 
Moss of Palo Alto said, concur-
ring in the need for an indepen-
dent review.
 “Their position now is we’ll do 
the absolute minimum necessary 
to get out from under [the liabil-
ity]. They don’t feel like they have 
an obligation to do anything for 
the future of the site, which biases 

you towards ‘tear it down and 
throw it away,’” Moss said.
 The $30 million includes a 15 
percent contingency fee for con-
tractors and likely underestimates 
the salvage value of the steel, given 
the recent run-up in steel prices. 
But those factors go only part of 
the way in explaining the discrep-
ancy between the two estimates. 
 The report also lists several con-
cerns with demolishing the 200-
foot-high hangar, many related to 
its sheer size.
 “Due to the height at which work 
will be performed, and the prevail-
ing winds, fall protection and pro-
tection of personnel from falling 
debris will be a constant problem 
on this project,” it states.
 Navy cleanup manager Rick 
Weissenborn downplayed discrep-
ancies between the reports, and 
said more exact cost figures would 
not be available until after the Navy 
has made its final choice to demol-
ish, restore or try to encapsulate the 
hangar. 
 The actual costs of the alternatives 
could be anywhere from 30 percent 
less to 50 percent more than the 
figures in the Navy’s report, Weis-
senborn said. But he said he expects 
the costs of each alternative to stay 
the same relative to each other.
 Meanwhile, Siegel and Moss 
sent letters to Weissenborn earlier 
this week asking for the release 
of the supporting documents the 
Navy used in coming up with 
the estimates. Weissenborn has 
already agreed to the RAB request 
to extend the comment period on 
the report until June 5. 
 The Navy is hosting an open 
house at NASA’s public affairs 
building Tuesday, May 23, from 5 to 
7 p.m. and will accept public com-
ments from 7 to 9 p.m.  V

HANGAR ONE
 Continued from page 1
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El Camino Hospital has a long and 

proud history of helping and healing 

the families of our community.  As most 

of us probably realize, in most of those 

families, it is the woman who is most 

involved in safeguarding the family’s 

health – managing the checkups, the 

appointments, the trips to the ER.  We 

salute all of these family health CEOs, 

and are proud that we have been able to 

provide not only the medical care, but 

the resources and education that they 

need to do this most important job.

Whether as mothers, wives, daugh-

ters, sisters, friends or neighbors, 

women have specialized health care 

needs and preferences. With an out-

standing reputation for quality care, 

customer service and responsiveness to 

community needs, El Camino Hospital 

is a leader in this area in providing 

services directly focused on the needs 

of women.  

Woman are discerning consumers, 

maybe more so when choosing health 

care. I’m proud to say that El Camino 

Hospital has earned the trust of gen-

erations of women in our community 

over the years. It will be our privilege 

to continue to do for generations to 

come. When nothing but the best will 

do, El Camino Hospital truly delivers 

the right care, right here. 

Marla Gularte
Interim CEO
El Camino Hospital

GREETINGS
FROM

THE CEO

A joyous beginning
This special section is brought to you by El Camino Hospital 

in recognition of National Women’s Health Week,  May 

14-20.  A leader in women’s services in this area for more 

than four decades,  El Camino Hospital has the complete services and 

resources that women need to safeguard their own and their families’ 

health. Taking even the simplest steps to improve health can have 

significant results.  This week would be a perfect time to start!

In the nearly 45 years since El Camino Hospital 
welcomed its first baby, Tammy Louise Joyce, 
Sunnyvale, born on the day the hospital opened, 

September 1, 1961, more than 150,000 babies have 
been safely delivered at the hospital. El Camino 
Hospital’s birthing facilities are now one of the 
busiest and most sought after in the area. With more 
than 4,000 births a year and consistently earning 
awards such as Bay Area Parent Magazine’s “Best 
Place to Have a Baby,” the hospital has provided a 
safe and joyous beginning for countless numbers of 
families in the area.
 What makes El Camino Hospital’s Maternal 
Child Health Center so special? “We provide 
everything expectant families could want as they 
approach the birth of a child,” says Marilyn Swarts, 
manager of labor and delivery. “From classes for 
expectant parents, to orientation to the hospital, 
to spacious, private birthing suites and caring, 

dedicated nurses – we provide a calm, nurturing 
environment for families to experience the wonder 
of childbirth.”
 The hospital’s Maternal Child Health Center is 
a family centered, nurturing place, with many ame-
nities, including light filled rooms with courtyard 
views, room for family members to stay during the 
birthing process, personalized meals and attention 
to cultural needs. The center also provides the high-
est quality medical care for both normal and high 
risk deliveries, including anesthesiologists and neo-
natologists available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week; a prenatal diagnostic center for mothers with 
special pregnancy needs, board certified lactation 
consultants for assistance with breastfeeding.

INTENSIVE CARE NURSERY
 In addition to the nursery, for premature and 
critically ill infants, the hospital offers a Level III 

neonatal intensive care nursery, staffed by neona-
tologists who are on site 24 hours a day to provide 
care.
 Medical Director Marian Adams, is a board certi-
fied neonatologist and also on the staff at Stanford 
University Medical Center. “With such a high level 
neonatal nursery here at El Camino Hospital, we 
do not have to transfer babies out of the community 
and away from their families,” Dr. Adams says. 
“Both the baby and the family are in extremely good 
hands here at El Camino Hospital.”

STAYING CONNECTED
 After the baby is born, the hospital offers several 
resources to help new families begin their journey. 
Maternal Connections, now conveniently located 
in the Orchard Pavilion, offers lactation services, a 
library with videotapes and books for new parents, 

See STAYING CONNECTED, page 16

LEFT– ANTOINETTE MEADOWS 
WITH BABY XIARA

RIGHT– TESS BAKER,RN

El Camino Hospital – A Special Advertising Section
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HELPING WOMEN IN 
OUR COMMUNITY

Over the years, El Camino 
Hospital has reached out to 
the women in the community 
with a number of special 
programs, many designed 
to help women and families 
in need.

■   RotaCare free clinic, 
including gynecological 
care for women

■   Low cost mammography 
services

■   OB/Gyn services for 
Medi-Cal patients; nurse 
midwives

■    Immunization services at 
schools, homeless shelters, 
senior centers

GETTING TO THE HEARTS 
OF SOUTH ASIAN WOMEN

Research shows that coronary 
artery disease affects the South Asian 
population, people who trace their ori-
gins from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, 
Pakistan or Sri Lanka, at a rate four 
times higher than the general popula-
tion. The disease affects both men and 
women, occurring earlier and causing 
a higher rate of fatalities. El Camino 
Hospital’s new South Asian Heart 
Center is addressing this high inci-
dence of heart disease by offering free 
and low cost consulting services and 
screenings as well as help in manag-
ing individuals’ risk factors. 

To learn more, go to  
www.southasianheartcenter.org

WOMEN HELPING 
OTHER WOMEN

Hope to Health, or H2H, is a 
newly formed committee of concerned 
women in the El Camino Hospital com-
munity who care about women’s issues 
and believe in the power of philan-
thropy to help.  Projects are studied
throughout the year and annual 
funding is determined through a 
vote of all members.
 “Several famous women, such as 
Oprah Winfrey and Meg Whitman of 
eBay have used the success they have 
achieved in their careers to make a 
difference in the lives of other women,” 
says Joan Rosselle, H2H chairperson. 
“Through H2H, like minded women 
can make a difference, too, right here in 
their own community. 

For more information about H2H, please 
contact Ms. Rosselle at  650-988-7659 or 
joan_rosselle@elcaminohospital.org.

Surveys show that women make more than 
75% of their families’ health care decisions.  
From choosing pediatricians, family doctors 

and specialists to making appointments for every-
thing from routine checkups to special diagnostic 
screenings, women typically play a leading role in 
their families’ health.

Except for the occasional (hopefully) trip to the 
emergency room, this may be the time in a woman’s 
life when she depends on the hospital more as a trusted 
resource to guide her to services that will protect and 
enhance her health and the health of her family.

HELP IN AN EMERGENCY
What is more comforting than to know that 

when an emergency arises, as they inevitably do in 
life, that your area’s emergency facilities are close 
by and always open to provide help. El Camino 
Hospital’s ER is equipped to handle all minor and 
major child and adult emergencies, counting more 
than 37,000 emergency department visits last year. 
To lessen wait times, the hospital offers a “fast 
track” service for minor emergencies and other 
service improvements including a bedside admit-
ting process. 

CHOOSING A DOCTOR
 With more than 800 physicians, representing 

all specialties on the medical staff, women can find 
the information they need to select just the right 
family physician or specialist for their families. 
On El Camino Hospital’s medical staff are physi-
cians who have received training at some of the 

best educational facilities in the world and who 
have chosen to live in the beautiful Bay Area and 
establish their careers at a community hospital. 
Information about the hospital’s physicians is 
available by calling 800-216-5556 or by going to 
the web site, www.elcaminohospital.org.

CREDIBLE HEALTH INFORMATION
Women today are actively seeking informa-

tion that will help themselves and their families 

live healthy, active lives. With health information 
available on numerous web sites and at every 
newsstand, women need a trusted source to be 
a guideline when making health care decisions. 
When it comes to sorting through the vast and 
often conflicting health information available 
today, the hospital’s Health Library and Resource 
Center can be a woman’s best friend. If she 
chooses, she can visit the center at the hospital 
and browse through the large collection of health 
related books and videotapes. She can also take 
advantage of the library’s newest service – a free 
library card that allows the user to access the same 
subscription-only online databases that physicians 
and other health professionals use. 

WOMEN AS CAREGIVERS
One of the most difficult times a woman faces 

is when she takes on the responsibility for the 
care of an elderly or frail parent in addition to 
caring for her own family. The hospital’s Health 
Library and Resource Center also offers profes-
sional Family Caregiver Assistance consultations 
to help in planning for or dealing with the care of 
an aging parent, family member or spouse facing 
life changes.  These specialized consultants can 
help caregivers create a personalized plan using 
available resources in the area where the parent 
or family member lives. The resource center also 
offers free health insurance counseling for both 
seniors and persons under 65; assistance with 
preparing Advance Health Care Directives; and 
special programs on medications and nutrition.

WOMEN MANAGING FAMILY’S HEALTH CARE

El Camino Hospital 
is a leader in 
providing services 
directly focused 
on the needs of 
women. 

STAYING CONNECTED continued from page 15

INFUSION NURSE JEN BARGMANN, RN AND PATIENT

Carla Paul and Mom Thelma Wheeler

One of our new moms

and a well stocked mother-baby 
store featuring often hard-to-find 
breastfeeding supplies and special 
clothing for mother and baby.
 For the thousands of parents 
who have had babies at El Camino 
Hospital over the years and who are 
beginning their journey to family life, 
the hospital’s weekly New Moms’ 
classes have been an especially 

valuable lifeline. Starting when their 
babies are just a few weeks old, new 
moms gather in one of the hospital’s 
classrooms to share the fears and 
joys that come with parenthood and 
to ask questions of the experienced 
teachers. “Everything I learned 
about parenting, I learned at New 
Moms group,” a young mother said 
recently. “If I didn’t hear it in class, 

then I got it from another parent who 
had been in one of the classes.” 
 A bonus to the New Moms class-
es is that the strong bonds that have 
formed between women during the 
classes continue after “graduation” 
and the women go on to form life-
long friendships among themselves 
and among their families.

El Camino Hospital – A Special Advertising Section
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To help women meet their own unique health 
needs and stay healthy throughout life, El 
Camino Hospital offers a comprehensive 

array of health screenings, programs, classes and 
wellness programs.

GUARD AGAINST BREAST CANCER
El Camino Hospital’s Breast Screening Center, 

one of the largest in Northern California, offers 
comprehensive mammography services. Its state-
of-the-art equipment includes high quality imaging 
equipment, a stereotactic breast biopsy unit and 
ImageChecker technology, a computer aided 
detection system that “double checks” images 
from mammograms.

KNOW IF YOU HAVE OSTEOPOROSIS
One out of every two women past menopause 

has osteoporosis. Seventy-five percent of women 
who have osteoporosis don’t even know they have 
it. To help prevent and treat this disease, the hos-
pital offers bone density testing,  a low dose X-ray 
scan of the spine, hip or both. The test measures 
the amount of mineral in the bones which helps 
physicians determine whether a woman has or 
is at risk for osteoporosis. With the bone density 
equipment located conveniently near the Breast 
Screening Center, many women schedule this test 
along with their annual mammograms.

LEG PAIN COULD MEAN HEART DISEASE
A common and yet often undiagnosed medical 

condition in both women and men is peripheral 
vascular disease (PVD). Related to cardiac disease, 
PVD occurs when arteries carrying blood to the 
arms or legs become narrow or clogged, causing 
pain when walking or exercising. Screenings, in 
which blood pressure readings are taken from each 
arm and leg, can help detect PVD. To help women 
minimize their risk of heart disease – the number 

one killer of women – El Camino Hospital offers 
free PVD screenings every other month. 

As another heart-healthy measure for women, 
the hospital offers a free Heart Track membership 
program, offering free educational newsletters, 
notices of screenings and special heart-related lec-
tures and events, and other special offers.

CANCER SCREENINGS
The Cancer Center at El Camino Hospital, 

opening fall 2006, will offer screenings as part of 
its cancer prevention program. 

WELLNESS CLASSES AND RESOURCES
Women can take advantage of several wellness 

programs available through the hospital including a 
smoking cessation program, diabetes and nutrition-
al counseling, an ongoing  mindfulness-based stress 
reduction program, free blood pressure screenings 
every Friday morning and the community wellness 
lecture series, featuring El Camino Hospital medi-
cal staff members presenting the latest on various 
health topics.

SPECIALTY WOMEN’S HEALTH PROGRAMS
Other specialty programs include the El Camino 
Vein Center, offering treatments for varicose veins; 
the weight loss surgery program, featuring some of 
the most experienced bariatric surgeons in the area; 
and an outpatient adult eating disorders program.
Finding out her own health-related risks is one of the 
most important steps a woman can take to guard her 
health. As an encouragement towards good health, El 
Camino Hospital offers a free health risk assess-
ment on our website, www.elcaminohospital.org.  

OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO WOMEN

PREVENTION IS A WOMAN’S BEST ALLY
RESOURCES FOR 

WOMEN AND
THEIR FAMILIES

■    Classes and support 
groups

■    Health Library and 
Resource Center

■    El Camino Health Line, 
a complete information 
and referral service

■    RotaCare clinic and 
immunization program

■   Diabetes management

■    Maternal Connections at 
the Gift Basket, a mother-
baby store

■    Healing Arts Program, 
including free art classes 
for cancer patients

■    Lifeline, in-home 
emergency response 
system

■    Family Caregiver 
Assistance Program

■    RoadRunners
Transportation 
Service

WELLNESS
PROGRAMS

■   Ask the Pharmacist

■   Consult the Dietician

■    Advance Health Care 
Directive assistance

■    Health insurance 
counseling

■    HICAP counseling 
for seniors 

■    For information about any of 
these programs, call
800-216-5556
or visit our website
www.elcaminohospital.org

As Dana Reeve’s death from 
lung cancer earlier this year 
shows, lung cancer can 

affect anyone – even a non smoker. 
“Although up to 90 percent of 

lung cancer cases occur in smokers, 
women who do not smoke cannot be 
complacent about this often deadly 
disease,” says cardiothoracic surgeon 
Linda Martin, MD, a lung cancer 
specialist on the medical staff at El 

Camino Hospital. “Lung cancer kills 
more women every year than breast 
cancer and is the leading cancer 
killer in both men and women in the 
United States, killing more people 
than colon, breast and prostate cancer 
combined.”

According to the American Can-
cer Society, lung cancer deaths 
among women has increased 150% 
over the last 20 years, while increas-
ing 20% in men. Research now 
shows that women are  approxi-
mately 1.5 times more likely to get 

lung cancer than men.
“Because of new treatments, 

the cure rate for lung cancer has 
increased,” Dr. Martin says. “For 
example, new sophisticated CT 
scanning can detect abnormalities 
earlier and hopefully will lead to 
earlier treatment and more lives 
saved.”

Her message to women who want 
to improve their odds against lung 
cancer is clear.

“Quit smoking. Learn about early 
detection if you are a former smoker 

or are still smoking. Limited your 
exposure to second hand smoke.”

Linda Martin, MD, is a graduate of 

UCSF and has completed specialized 

thoracic sur-

gery at the MD 

Anderson Can-

cer Center. She 

is also the first 

woman trained 

in heart surgery 

at the Texas 

Heart Institute.

DENIAL ABOUT HEART DISEASE: 
COMMON BUT DANGEROUS

The facts about women and 
heart disease – half of car-
diovascular disease related 

deaths occur in women; a woman’s 
risk of dying of heart disease is 
nearly 1 in 2 while dying of breast 
cancer is 1 in 30 – are beginning to 
sink in among women, but there’s 
much more work to do, according 
to El Camino Hospital cardiologist 
Catherine Collings, MD.

“More and more women now 
realize that heart disease is not for 
men only, but what they still don’t 

fully appreciate is that these facts 
apply to them personally,” she says. 
“Even in pre-menopausal women, 
the seeds of future heart disease are 
often being planted. High blood 
pressure, high cholesterol, excess 
weight, smoking, lack of exercise 
– all can have a negative affect in 
later years even though a woman 
considers herself in good health 
now.”

WHAT CAN WOMEN DO 
TO LOWER THEIR RISKS?

“First,  know your risk factors,” 
says Dr. Collings. “Approximately 
one third of people with high blood 

pressure and about half of the people 
with high cholesterol do not know 
it. About 2.8 million women in this 
country have diabetes and don’t 
know it. 
“Have your blood pressure, weight, 
waist measurements, fasting blood 
sugar and lipid levels tested regu-
larly,” she continues. She also 
advises to know your family history 
– whether your parents or a sibling 
had heart trouble at an early age. 

Of course, you should also 
lower your risk of heart disease by 
adopting a heart-healthy lifestyle 
that includes not smoking eating, 

a healthy diet, and getting regular 
exercise, Dr. Collings says. “Doing 
these simple things will reduce 
your risk of problems even if you 
have already been diagnosed with 
heart disease, or have major risk 
factors.” 

Catherine 

Collings, MD, 

a board certified 

cardiologist, 

is medical direc-

tor of the hos-

pital’s cardiac 

rehab program.

LUNG CANCER– 
STILL A DEADLY DISEASE

EL CAMINO HOSPITAL OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE
MAMMOGRAPHY SERVICES 
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SARI LEVINE, MD

WOMEN DESERVE HEALTHCARE SERVICES 
THAT ARE AS UNIQUE AS THEY ARE.

FOR YOUR FREE MEMBERSHIP TO OUR HEALTH LIBRARY & RESOURCE CENTER, 
CALL 650-940-7210 OR VISIT WWW.ELCAMINOHOSPITAL.ORG.

THE RIGHT CARE, RIGHT HERE. Women spend so much time and energy taking care of others that they

sometimes need help taking care of themselves. That’s why El Camino Hospital offers specialized services that

make it convenient to get quality care for health issues that are particularly important to women. We’ve always

been renowned for our expert maternity care, and we’ve expanded our services to include a Level III neonatal

nursery. We also offer specialized women’s cancer services, a Vein Center, bone density screening, breast

screening, joint replacement and weight loss surgery. What’s more, our unique Health Library & Resource Center

provides access to the latest medical information on all kinds of women’s

health topics, along with wellness programs and consultation on caregiving,

nutrition, insurance, and community resources. We hope it’s comforting to

know that while women are thinking of others, we’ll keep thinking of them. 

FOR CLASS, SUPPORT GROUP 
INFORMATION AND PHYSICIAN 
REFERRAL Please Call 
800-216-5556

Visit www.elcaminohospital.org 
❑ Vein Center

❑ Bone densitometry

❑ Breast Screening Center

❑ Weight loss surgery

❑ RotaCare Clinic

❑ Family Caregiver Assistance Program

❑ Maternity services

❑ Heart health

❑ Diabetes management

❑ Cancer services

I would like to learn more about the following 
El Camino Hospital services for women:YES

❑ Please send me a free Heart Healthy Pack

Mail to:  
El Camino Hospital 
Community Relations Department,
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View
CA 94040

El Camino Hospital – A Special Advertising Section
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Biking to work gains converts
HIGH FUEL PRICES 

ANOTHER REASON TO 
TRY TWO WHEELS

By Jon Wiener

Bicycle advocates had been 
planning Thursday’s Bike 
to Work Day activities for 

months, once again hoping to 
draw commuters out of their cars. 
 This year, though, they had 
more than energizer stations and 
giveaway bags to increase their 
numbers.
 “High gas prices get people 
upset,” said Corinne Winter, 
executive director of the Silicon 
Valley Bicycle Coalition. “A lot 
of people are figuring out that if 
they hop on their bike and they 
bike for transportation, they can 
save the money for something 
more fun than sitting in traffic.”
 New members are joining 
the organization twice as fast 
as before, as the visibility of gas 
prices calls people’s attention 
to other costs associated with 
driving, including insurance and 
maintenance, Winter said.
 Caltrain also is making hay out 
of the cost of gas, which is now 
at well over $3 a gallon, making 
driving more expensive than 
riding the train. The agency has 
been advertising a “commute 
calculator” on its Web site that 
compares the cost of fuel with day 
and monthly passes on the train.

Meanwhile, the city continues to 
gradually increase facilities for 
bicyclists (see box), going so far as 
to use eminent domain in order 
to provide a straighter route for 
future commuters on the Stevens 
Creek Trail. The city is set to begin 
tunneling under El Camino Real 
this summer.
 “That’s really the biggest push 
right now, to secure as much 
funding ... as possible,” said pub-
lic works analyst Peter Skinner. 
“We’re working hard to start 
construction.” V

By Elizabeth Lasky

The WeFightMS.com bicy-
cle team set out to raise 
$20,000 for multiple sclero-

sis research this year, and wound 
up with $21,657 and counting. 
 The 20-member team, which 
is mostly from Mountain View, 
raises funds with humor and 
enthusiasm that have proved infec-
tious. This is evident from the 
team’s Web site, www.wefightms.
com, which features videos like 
“Brokebike Mountain,” a parody 
of the popular movie, where two 
men face prejudice for riding a 
tandem bicycle. 
 On April 21, the 20-member 
team flew to Houston for an “MS-
150,” a 150-mile bicycle ride with 
the purpose of raising money for 
MS research. May 23 is the fund-
raising cutoff date for this ride. 
 Dunagan Pearson formed the 
team in 2004. His father, John 
Pearson, was diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis 12 years ago. Despite 
this, the elder Pearson has ridden 
the MS-150 in his hometown of 
Houston for the last eight years. 
Also known as “Daderoo,” he 
spends the rest of the year training 
for this ride. 

 “You know, it hasn’t been that 
much trouble for me,” John Pear-
son said of the disease, adding, 
“I’ve been lucky. The MS has pro-
gressed slowly. But when it gets hot, 
I wilt. All MS patients do; we don’t 
like heat. But lately it’s been nice 
and cool.” 
 He went on to emphasize the 
importance of exercise for people 
with MS, which is one reason why 
he enjoys doing the MS-150s. “It’s 
an important fundraiser for MS, 
and it’s good for MS patients.”
 “It’s such a mysterious disease,” 
the younger Pearson said. “No one 
knows quite what causes MS and 
how to treat it.”
 Many of the team members, 
a majority of whom are in their 
mid-20s, admitted they didn’t’ 
train too hard themselves for the 
MS-150. 
 Not so for John Pearson: “I train 
all year every year, because I have 
MS and I’m 62 years old, so if I 
don’t train I don’t make it.” 
 Currently, the team is looking 
ahead to their next MS-150, the 
Waves to Wine ride on Sept. 9 and 
10. It runs through Napa, the Sil-
verado Trail, and Petaluma. For 
more information, visit the Web 
site.  V

seismic
retrofit

Strengthen your
home against
earthquakes

www.andersonniswander.com
General Engineering

Contractors

650-369-9443

Child Advocates of Silicon Valley 
seeks caring adults to become 
Court - Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASAs).
Over 2,000 children in our 
communities have been placed in 
foster care due to abuse or neglect.
Our next volunteer training 
begins on July 8th. Please 
consider joining this special 
daytime, accelerated training.
Prior orientation is required.

Location: Milpitas, CA
Saturday, July 8th
Monday, July 10th
Tuesday, July 11th

Wednesday, July 12th

Monday, July 17th
Tuesday, July 18th

Wednesday, July 19th
Graduation:

Thursday July 20th
Visit our website for more 

information, www.cadvocates.org
Or call Lydia at 408.573.5611

Speak up for a child!
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Despite being named a bicycle-
friendly city by the League of 
American Bicyclists, less than 
3 percent of Mountain View 
residents regularly bike to work, 
according to the last census. 
Here are some of the steps the 
city is taking to coax people out 
of their cars:

■ Extending Stevens Creek 
Trail across El Camino Real

■ Publishing an updated bike 
map of Mountain View

■ Recruiting bike safety 
instructors to teach classes

■ Designing a “bike 
boulevard” from downtown 
to the Palo Alto border

■ Building a bicycle/pedestrian 
bridge over Highway 101 along 
Permanente Creek

■  P E D A L P O W E R

MV cyclists raise funds to fight MS



LocalNewsALPHA
Alpha is a close-up look at the person and signifi cance of Jesus Christ.  

Alpha answers questions like:  who is Jesus, why did Jesus die, and what 
does it mean to have a personal relationship with Jesus?  Please consider 
coming and inviting someone to attend either of our two sessions offered.

  Here are the dates:
Session #2:  Sundays, 5/21, 5/28, 6/4, and 6/11
Session #3:  Sundays, 6/18, 6/25, 7/2, and 7/9 

Alpha is offered at:
First Baptist Church of Los Altos

625 Magdalena Ave.
Los Altos, CA 94024

To sign up for either of these two sessions, please contact
Sheri Lee in the church offi ce at 650-948-5698 x 112 or

sheri.lee@fbcla.org.  
For any Alpha-related questions, contact Alpha leader

Rob Glenister at glenisters@juno.com. 

Available in paperback $14.95 + tax.
Call (650)969-5262 to order your
copy. All orders shipped within 24
hours, postage paid.

© 2006 CSMV.  All Rights Reserved. 
PURIFICATION is a registered trademark.

Printed in the USA.

Discover from best-selling author  L. Ron
Hubbard the only effective and all-natural

program for eliminating the devastating effects

of drugs, pollutants and toxic substances,
allowing you to think clearly!

Learn how the Purification® program can help
you: • Have more energy

• Be more alert
• Improve memory
• Feel happier

THINK CLEARLY!

Also available
in Spanish.

SOCCER WORLD 
CUP FESTIVAL OF 
THE BAY AREA
 This summer, Germany will 
host the Soccer World Cup. To 
celebrate, the German Interna-
tional School of Silicon Valley, 
located in Mountain View, is 
holding a festival on Sunday, 
May 21. There will be soccer-
themed movies, music, food, 
and World Cup “face painting.” 
Visitors can also partake of a 
free soccer clinic with Jerry 
Smith, women’s head coach at 
Santa Clara University. 
 The German International 
School is located at 310 Easy 
Street. The festival is free and 
takes place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, see www.
gissv.org or call (650) 254-0748.

BRING US YOUR 
TIRED, YOUR POOR, 
YOUR PENTIUM II’S
 No need to trash that old 
Commodore 64, because Huff 
Elementary School is raising 
funds by recycling old electron-
ics. These include computers, 
monitors, mouses, keyboards, 
printers, fax machines, tele-
phones, radios, microwaves, 
TVs, VCRs, DVD players, stereo 
components and speakers. Even 
your old Betamax.
 The drop-off site is at the Huff 
Elementary School parking lot, 
253 Martens Ave, on Saturday, 
May 20, between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. For more information, call 
(408) 468-0230.

ROTARY CLUB ANNOUNCES 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
 The Rotary Club of Los Altos 
has announced the recipients of 
the group’s Community Service 
scholarship and Outstanding 
Intermediate School student 
awards.
 The recipients of the 2006 
Community Service Scholar-
ships, from Alta Vista High, are 
Amanda Campbell, Jennifer Ire-
land, Terrance Johnson, Marisela 
Lozoya and Diana Molina. From 
Mountain View High, Leslie 
Cervantes and Nancy Li. From 
Los Altos High, Ross Coyle and 
Kate Hsih. Hsih also won the 
Charles Cowan Scholarship for 
Science and Technology.
 The winners of the 2006 Out-
standing Intermediate School 
Student Awards are, from Blach 
Intermediate School, Natalie 
Rich and Markus Rutner. From 
Egan Intermediate School, Sar-
ah Loebner and Scott Stephens.
 The awards will be presented 
by the Rotary Club of Los Altos 
on Thursday, May 25.

— Elizabeth Lasky
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SHIPPING, FUNERAL 
EXPENSES NOT SO HIGH
 After reading your article 
in the Mountain View Voice
concerning the accident and 
subsequent funeral services for 
Sandra De Anda “Body of MV 
resident returned to Mexico,” 
May 12), I feel it necessary to 
correct a couple of misconcep-
tions about which you wrote.
 First, the person quoted is 
uninformed about the costs 
for transportation of human 
remains out of the United 
States. She states that it can cost 
$15,000 to ship a body. That is 
just not true. Shipping a body 
to Mexico (as in the case of 
Sandra) costs less than $1,000. 
To ship a body to Turkey costs 
from $3,500 to $5,000 depend-
ing on the weight of the dece-
dent and casket required by the 
shipping airline and consulate. 
Nowhere does the fee even 
approach $15,000. We have 
shipped to Turkey twice in the 
past 12 months, several times to 
Mexico, and often to the Philip-
pines (usually a shipping charge 
of $1,200 to $1,500).
 In addition to this charge, 
there will be the expenses of 
funeral services. We work 

very conscientiously with the 
Mexican Consulate in San Jose 
to provide service to families 
(including a casket of a type 
required by the airline) for 
under $5,000. Such has been the 
case in recent examples.
 I am certain that the family is 
grateful for any contributions 
made in her memory to the 
fund for her children, Marilyn 
and Odalis. An Act of Remem-
brance is an act of honor. There 
is no better way than that to 
honor the memory of someone 
so loved as Sandra De Anda.

Matthew Cusimano 
Cusimano Family Colonial 

Mortuary 

KATZ IS TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF 
TAXPAYERS
Editor:
 Since El Camino Hospital is a 
public institution, I would like 
to understand more about the 
financial settlement between 
the hospital and Aaron Katz. In 
the May 5 edition of the Voice
(“ECH settles with Katz”), the 
confidentiality of the settlement 
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Voters who live in the Foothill-De Anza Community 
College District have a big responsibility on June 6, 
when they will be asked to approve a $490.8 million 

bond package to finance upgrading campus buildings and 
building new ones.
 And although the cost sounds high, residents should remem-
ber that community colleges rarely receive enough help from 
the state to finance capital improvements or perform long-
overdue maintenance. Passage of this bond issue is especially 
critical at a time when so many students — 44,000 — are rely-
ing on community colleges to provide an affordable and easily 
accessible answer to their education needs.
 Many of these young students are minorities, including a 
good number of Asians and Hispanics, who may be the first of 
their family to enroll at a college. The low tuition and proxim-
ity to home are major attractions to these students, who may 
have the grades but simply cannot afford to attend a four-year 
college. And like all community colleges, Foothill-De Anza 
caters to large numbers of adults who may take courses just for 
the fun of it, or to attain a degree.
 The bond issue is designed to address many years of deferred 
maintenance that has rendered some buildings incapable of 
addressing the needs of modern students. Inadequate wiring, 
lighting, heating and ventilation systems, substandard science 
labs and the failure of most classrooms to meet current earth-
quake standards are just some of the issues that the largest part 
of bond issue monies — 40 percent — will address. As for the 
rest, 30 percent is earmarked for one new building at each cam-
pus, 20 percent for new technology equipment, and 10 percent 
for a reserve to purchase a possible new campus site. 
 It will take a 55 percent “yes” vote to approve the measure, 
due to a recent change in state law. If it passes, property owners 
will pay an average of $117 a year based on the average assessed 
valuation of homes in the district, but will not be charged that 
rate immediately, as sale of the bonds will be spread out over a 
15-year period. 
 The last bond measure for the college district was for $240 
million, passed in 1999 to address urgent structural work. It 
came after another measure failed a few years earlier. If the 
bonds pass this time around, an independent citizens’ oversight 
committee representing a cross-section of the community will 
review the use of all bond funds.
 We believe this bond measure addresses the needs of the dis-
trict for the next 15 to 20 years, and is a responsible effort to 
maintain and update classrooms and other facilities, as well as 
plan for several new buildings. These upgrades will enable the 
district to continue to meet the education needs of the young 
men and women who need more than a high school diploma to 
succeed in today’s economy, as well as the adults who are look-
ing for enrichment classes. We urge a “yes” vote on Measure C.

Measure C college 
bonds a good buy
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was hinted at. As a public entity, 
what are the hospital’s legal 
obligations to make available 
the details of this settlement? 
Furthermore, what did the hos-
pital pay in legal expenses in 
order to fight the suit, and then 
to settle? 
 I take umbrage with Mr. 
Katz taking money from our 
districts, both the hospital and 
the Mountain View-Whisman 
School District. He should not 
be allowed to take financial 
advantage of publicly funded 
institutions, or to compromise 
their bonds or parcel taxes. We 
did not approve of these mea-
sures in order to fund Mr. Katz’s 
lifestyle of owning property in 
Mountain View while living 
elsewhere.
 As a longtime Mountain View 
resident and a homeowner, I 
would like to challenge Mr. 
Katz’s right to tap into pub-
licly funded institutions. What 
are our personal rights and 
resources to counter his law-
suits? Frankly, we would like 
our taxable portion lost due to 
Mr. Katz’s lawsuits returned to 
us and to every property owner 

in the city of Mountain View. 
Joseph Pagano 

Lola Lane 

KATZ LAWSUITS 
AMOUNT TO BLACKMAIL
Editor:
 The actions of Mr. Katz are 
nothing more than blackmail 
by lawsuit, and they should be 
called as such.  
 Perhaps it would be appropriate 
for the hospital to initiate a law-
suit against Mr. Katz to reimburse 
them for the additional millions 
of dollars in construction costs 
caused by the delay, while await-
ing a decision on the lawsuit.  
 In addition, the judge or 
judges who reviewed this case 
and did not throw it out because 
of its frivolous nature have dem-
onstrated their lack of common 
sense, and should be removed 
from the bench. The plaintiff ’s 
(Mr. Katz’s) assertion is one that 
should be addressed by lawmak-
ers, not the courts.  

Paul N. Johnson 
Dale Avenue 

COUNCIL SHOULD WARN 
PUBLIC BEFORE BIG VOTES
Editor:
 I was very surprised and dis-
mayed to glance at the May 9 

city council agenda to see an 
item initiated by one of our 
council members. The item was 
a recommendation to repeal the 
city’s BMR (below market rate) 
ordinance. The fact that such 
a recommendation would be 
introduced without any public 
forums by an elected official is 
inconceivable. 
 Thankfully, the item failed to 
get enough votes, but it disturbs 
me that such a measure would be 
introduced without public input 
beforehand. I can’t help but won-
der if the vote might not have 
gone the other way had the few 
people who were aware of this 
agenda item not waited around 
for four-plus hours at the council 
meeting to speak against it. 
 Based on the 2000 census of 
our city, nearly 60 percent of 
the population is comprised of 
renters, and repealing the city’s 
BMR Ordinance would have 
sent a message that non-hom-
eowners carry little weight and 
are not taken into consideration 
by the city. 
 I sincerely hope that such a 
reckless council-initiated item 
will not sneak up on us again. 
I implore everyone who can to 
take a few minutes each Mon-
day to go online (or stop by 
or call City Hall) and review 

the city council’s agenda for 
the week. We should be able to 
rely on our elected officials to 
communicate to us on a more 
interpersonal level when items 
such as these come before them. 
However, we must take an extra 
step ourselves to be aware.

Alicia Crank, 
Human Relations Commission 

California Street 

ENOUGH PEOPLE COULD 
SAVE HANGAR ONE
Editor:
 The Navy now plans to demol-
ish Hangar One at Moffett Field, 
rather than explore the more fea-
sible options available for saving 
it. Why should we care?
 Hangar One is the closest 
thing the Mid-Peninsula has to 
a truly jaw dropping building 
that could host a great museum 
— think the Guggenheim in 
New York or Spain. No, I’m not 
saying the Guggenheims are 
exact equivalents or that Han-
gar One should become an art 
museum.
 I’m saying great buildings 
make a difference. And Hangar 
One is an unparalleled great 
building. It is a modern engi-
neering feat, with a floor the 
size of ten football fields, walls 
made of an astounding network 

of steel girders, and unique 500-
ton “orange peel” doors.
 Studies estimate that saving 
Hangar One would cost only 
6 percent more than the $200 
million the Navy aims to pay 
for base cleanup. We can’t build 
a building like the hangar for 
anywhere near $12 million. 
And this one is irreplaceable, a 
fantastic icon of modern archi-
tecture’s origins and Silicon 
Valley’s transformation from 
orchard to world technology 
center.  
 With Hangar One, Moffett 
Field has the potential to be one 
of Silicon Valley’s greatest places. 
The hangar is an architectural 
anchor to ensure that the con-
verted base becomes a real des-
tination. We’re losing the build-
ing and the opportunities that 
coalesce around great buildings 
if we let them tear it down.
 The Save Hangar One Com-
mittee (www.savehangarone.
org) thinks that getting as many 
people as possible to the May 
public meeting may well save 
the hangar. The meeting is on 
Tuesday, May 23 at 7 p.m. in 
Building 943 in Moffett Field. 
This is one we could win if 
people speak up.

Alison Hicks 
Church Street 

LETTERS
 Continued from page 21
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Leadership
MOUNTAIN VIEW

Ride into the
wild blue yonder

By Don Frances

IPHONED UP Larry Gold-
stein, president of the Eighth 
Air Force Historical Society 

and a Mountain View resident, 
to ask him about the “Wings of 
Freedom” tour, which is bringing 
World War II aircraft — the B-25 
Mitchell, the B-24 Liberator, and 
the B-17 Flying Fortress — to 
Moffett Field for a week begin-
ning May 31. Apparently, the old 
war birds have an especially big 
following out here.
 “This is their biggest money 
maker,” Golstein said, referring 
to the Collings Foundation, 
which puts the planes on tour 
twice a year. “People are standing 
in line with four hundred dollars 
in their fists. ... That weekend 
it’s just unbelievable how many 
people come out.” 
 Goldstein, who hails from New 
York but has lived here for four 
years, said the WWII vets would 
be out at Moffett too. “We don’t 
sell anything,” he said, “we just 
try to get people into the history” 
of that war. 
 A B-17 pilot who f lew 25 mis-
sions, Goldstein has plenty of 
history (and more than a few 
jokes) to share all on his own. 
As a Jew who grew up in a New 
York neighborhood alongside 
lots of Christians — includ-
ing a Catholic woman whom 
he called his “second mother” 
— Goldstein wore two sym-
bols around his neck during 
the war: a Star of David and 
a St. Christopher which had 
been blessed by a priest. One 
day he found himself discuss-
ing them with a fellow soldier.
 “He said so are you Jewish or 
are you Christian?” Goldstein 
recalled. “I said why do you ask. 
He said because you’ve got those 
two necklaces around your neck. 
I told him considering what we’re 
going through, I’m not taking 
any chances.”
 Wings of Freedom will be at 
Moffett Field, at the Main Gate 
near the Control Tower, from 
May 31 to June 5. Times for all 
days are 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
except on May 31, when it kicks 
off an hour later, at 10 a.m., and 
on June 5, when it closes at 1 p.m. 
The foundation requests a “walk-
through tour donation” of $8 for 
adults, $4 for children under 12. 
Never mind the planes, meeting 
Goldstein may be worth the price 
of admission.

 As for all those people with 
the four hundred dollars in 
their fists: For a price of $325, 
$400 or $425 (depending on the 
ride), true aficionados can take 
a flight in a restored war bird. 
Call (978) 562-9182 for reser-
vations, or (408) 807-0950 for 
more information. ...

THE CHALLENGE TEAM has 
been busy lately. Last Thurs-
day, the group — a consortium 
which works to fight problems 
facing youth, including alcohol 
and drug abuse — put on a big 
benefit breakfast to honor this 
year’s “Champions for Youth” 
(see page 6).
 But that was just the capper. 
The previous day, the Chal-
lenge Team’s Gang Task Force 
gathered up more than 400 
middle and high school stu-
dents at the Mountain View 
Sports Pavilion for an inspira-
tional event called “The Win-
ner Within.” 
 Nancy Vandenberg, youth 
resources manager for the city, 
explained that during the two-
hour rally, students from all 
over “were inspired to achieve 
their full potential and make 
positive choices.” She added 
that “a resource fair populated 
with representatives from local 
agencies with positive opportu-
nities for youth concluded the 
event.”
 Anyone interested in helping 
the Challenge Team’s efforts can 
contact Vandenberg at (650) 
903-6301, or police Captain 
Bruce Barsi with the Gang Task 
Force at (650) 903-6350. ...

ALSO ... Attend a home com-
posting class this Saturday, 
May 20, from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Mountain View Com-
munity Center at 201 S. Reng-
storff Ave., and learn more 
about how the leaves turn. Call 
(408) 730-7262 or visit www.
reducewaste.org. ... Happy 
birthday to Henry Fagundes, 
who turned 90 on May 13. ... 
Locals are invited to a free 
“Evening of Remembrance” 
hosted by Pathways Hospice on 
May 30 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Sunnyvale Presbyterian 
Church, 728 W. Fremont Ave. 
This is an annual event held 
around Mother’s Day, Father’s 
Day and Memorial Day each 
year. Call (888) 905-2800 ext. 
4241 to RSVP.

■  F R O M T H E  E D I T O R ’ S  D E S K
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By Elaine M. Rowland

Tucked into an industrial corner of 
Mountain View, off Highway 101, 
Bajis’ “Down the Street” Cafe has 

been determined to please for breakfast 
and lunch since 1979. They start with 
a warm greeting when you walk in the 
door and keep the coffee coming until 
your eyes turn brown. 
 Biker, engineer, suburban mom 
on Mother’s Day — all get the same 
courteous service and attention 
throughout the meal to make sure 
each patron has everything he or she 
wants. You’ll never sit abandoned at 
your table, wondering if your waiter 
died in the kitchen. 
 Inside, the cafe has a diner feel, with 
booths and offerings from the soda 
fountain. Outside, there’s pleasant 
tables with flower boxes between them 

and the parking lot. In good weather, 
the flowers and shaded breezes lure 
plenty of diners outdoors.  
 Bajis’ expansive menu includes 
not only standards of the Ameri-
can diner, but some Mexican and 
Middle Eastern cuisine. And while 
the majority of the menu covers basic 

breakfast and lunch fare (griddle 
foods like omelets and pancakes, 
biscuits and gravy, and steak), some 
of the items take on an intriguing 
new aspect when they’re followed on 
the page by comments like, “I dare 
you to order it!” (Bajis’ Omelet) or 
one-word descriptives like, “refresh-
ing,” “yuppie,” “nutritious,” and 
“explosive,” giving each food its own 
Zagat’s-like review. 
 I didn’t order anything “explosive.” 
Instead, I tried the Southern Palo 
Altan (“favorite”) and Cross the Bor-
der (“zesty”) omelets ($9.25, each). 
The first, with linguica, mushrooms, 
onions, a smattering of jalapeno pep-
pers and Monterey Jack cheese, was 
hearty and garlicky. The zesty Border 
omelet used chorizo instead of linguica, 
and though the other ingredients were 
the same, chorizo has such a distinct 

Great eggs ‘Down the Street’
BAJIS’ CAFE OFFERS FRESH, HOT AND BOUNTIFUL BREAKFASTS

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W
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■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

cut coupon here

bring a friend 
to lunch...

second person
dines for free

value not to exceed $6

Cafe@Mercury

Cafe@Mercury
come try our

authentic taqueria
daily grill & rotisserie

features
made-to-order deli

fresh salad bar

breakfast & lunch
7:00am – 1:30pm

monday – friday

468 ellis street
mountain view, ca 94043

tel: 650-603-5063

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

Mountain View • San Jose • Fremont • Milpitas • 408-244-0665
Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 6/4/06. No Internet Coupons Mountain View.

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

NORBERT  VON DER GROEBEN 

The 24-ounce vanilla milkshake with whipped 
cream could drown anyone’s sorrows.

Bajis’ expansive 
menu includes not only 

standards of the 
American diner, but 
some Mexican and 

Middle Eastern cuisine.



MAY 19, 2006 ■ MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE ■ 25

Weekend

american
Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Henry’s Prime Steakhouse
888 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park 650/323-7600
Check Out Our New Menu Featuring 
Prime & Niman Ranch Steaks, Fresh 
Seafood & Prime Rib. Open for 
dinner every day at 5:00.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

chinese food
Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, 
Los Altos. 650/948-2696
2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

Golden Wok
895 Villa St., Mtn. View. 
Distinctive Chinese Cuisine
Dim Sum Daily 10-3
Open Daily 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Delivery/Take-Out (Daily)
Now Online Order Available
www.goldenwokusa.com
By phone: 650/964-2222
New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.
Prices starting at $3.75. See Coupon.

french

Chez TJ
938 Villa Street, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-7466
“Outrageously good” New French-
American fare “in a charming little 
Victorian house” – Zagat 2003.

Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

indian
Great Bytes
235 E. Middlefield Road, 
Mtn. View. 650/960-6997
Seven days a week
11:30 to 3:00pm
Mini meals only $2.99
Catering and delivery Available

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and Margaritas 
in town.

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Judie Block at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

FALL FOR IT 
ALL OVER AGAIN

BOCK IS BACK
Available for the Spring season

Tied House Cafe & Brewery
Redwood Coast Brewing Company

65 N. San Pedro St. – San Jose (408) 295-2739
954 Villa St. – Mountain View (650) 965-2739

www.TiedHouse.com

Living Trust.
Lawyer’s fees:
$2,000

vs
WeThePeople:

$499
Sure,you can hire a lawyer 

to prepare your Living Trust. 
You’ll just have about 

$1,600 less to put in it.
Many uncontested legal matters can be
resolved without expensive legal fees.

DIVORCE • LIVING TRUST •
INCORPORATION • WILL • MUCH MORE

Fees quoted are median fees for such services and 
can vary by state and locality. These services are 
not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. 

LDA #64 Santa Clara County.

WeThe People
DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICES

Palo Alto & Hayward
(800) 579-0009

smoky flavor that the omelet 
tasted completely different. 
 Both were so laden with 
fillings they were more like 
scrambles than omelets, but 
that’s not a complaint by any 
means. You don’t usually find 
an omelet loaded with meat 
the way these were. They came 
with “country red potatoes,” 
tender and tasty. The only 
down side to these breakfasts 
was the salsa for the potatoes, 
which tasted tomatoey and 
canned, not fresh. 
 The pancakes here are good 
— a side order ($3.50) gets 
you one large, fluffy buttermilk 
griddle cake. Maple syrup purists 

may be a little disappointed, but 
the cakes are good enough to eat 
with butter or jelly.
 Juices ($2.45, large) are a 
respectable size, and as I said, 
the coffee keeps on coming: 
The Arabica brew ($1.85) is 
fresh, and while not overly 
strong, it’s served with rich 
cream, not milk.  
 For lunch, I ordered one of 
Bajis’ hot sandwiches — the Reu-
ben on rye (corned beef) with 
sauerkraut and Swiss cheese, 
but no pickle ($8.95). Sigh. You 
choose a side of fries, potato sal-
ad, pasta salad, cole slaw, chips, 

The community
comes FIRST

Community paper.
Fireplace fodder.

Pet cage liner.
Fish wrap.

NORBERT  VON DER GROEBEN 

Miguel Gonzales, a line cook at Bajis’ Café in Mountain View, prepares Huevos Rancheros.

  See BAJIS’ CAFE, page 26
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1245 W. EL CAMINO REAL MOUNTAIN VIEW • OPEN 7 DAYS
NEXT TO BASKIN ROBBINS • 650-254-1688 

•LUNCH SPECIALS

•CATERING

• PARTY PLATTERS

• DELICIOUS ASIAN

VEGETARIAN

CUISINE

Under New Management

For 10 years, 
voted as “Best

Place for 
Vegetarians”

1/2 OFF
DINNER

Purchase any dinner 
and receive the 2nd 

of equal or lesser 
value at 50%!

One coupon per person. 
Take out included. 

Expires 6/30/06.

Join us as we celebrate 
summer while dining 

“al fresco” on our heated, 
pet friendly patio. Enjoy!

        iscover the exotic and fascinating taste of 

Thai cuisine nestled in the heart of Silicon Valley
D

4300 Great America Parkway #180, Santa Clara
Tel. 408-988-2982  Fax. 408-988-4292

5205 Prospect Road #110, West San Jose
Tel. 408-253-8424  Fax. 408-253-8833

174 Castro Street, Mountain View
Tel. 650-988-9323 Fax. 650-966-8309

For the
7th consecutive year.

★★★½
San Jose 

Mercury News

“This could become a 

favorite lunch spot with its 

huge bowls of fresh noodles 

and generous plates.”

—MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE

Entire Menu Available for Take Out
Private Party Dining Room • Catering Available for Parties 

Free Delivery w/Catering • All Credit Cards Accepted

T: 650.960.1677  F: 650.960.8177 
743 W. Dana St. Mountain View

Chinese Cuisine

Cafe Yulong

1405 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View (between El Monte & Shoreline)
650.964.3321 ❖ Fax: 650.964.5931 ❖ www.lepetitbistro.biz for cuisine to go

SSINCEINCE 19891989

Le Petit Bistro
F R E N C H C U I S I N E

Veal Sweetbreads
$21.95 Poulette Style

Free Tarte Tatin with mention of this ad

Take your 
business 

to the 
next level.

Advertise in the
Mountain View

Voice

Call Judie 
at 964-6300

or a few other things designed 
to keep you from going hun-
gry. The slaw was a little on 
the bland side, though the 
texture was of fine-crunchy 
cabbage in a sauce with a good 
consistency. I grew up eating a 
spicier version of this salad, so 
the simpler version seemed too 
tame. My co-conspirator-in-
lunch thought it was just fine, 
and told me to grow up. So I 
drowned my sorrows in a 24-
ounce chocolate shake ($4.45) 
with whipped cream and felt 
better instantly. Feel free to 
make up your own excuse to 
order one of these easy-to-gulp 
shakes.
 Wanting to try something 
different, I had the side order 
of tabbouleh with pita ($3.75), 

a large portion of bulgur wheat 
intensely f lavored with lemon 
and parsley and served with 
several pieces of soft, deli-
cious pita. I think I’d like the 
tabbouleh better if it had less 
lemon or sat longer for the 
f lavors to meld. 
 I didn’t ponder the tabbou-
leh too long — I got distracted 
by the K.O. Chicken open-
faced sandwich ($9.95). It was 
truly a knock out, with grilled 
onions, sauteed mushrooms, 
and melted Monterey Jack 
cheese.
 At Bajis’, the waiters and 
waitresses look after everyone, 
and the food is fresh and care-
fully prepared. With kids’ 
menus, corporate catering, 
online ordering and take-out, 
$5 breakfast specials, and an 
ATM on the premises, it’s all 
designed to make your life 
easier, first thing in the morn-
ing. And who doesn’t appreci-
ate that?  V

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Credit Cards

 Alcohol

 Takeout

  Wheelchair Access

 Banquet

 Catering

 Outdoor Seating

 Parking lot

 Noise Level quiet to 
  moderate

 Bathroom Cleanliness fine

BAJIS’ DOWN 
THE STREET CAFE
2423 Old Middlefield 
Way, Mountain View
(650) 967-7477
www.bajis.com

Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 6 a.m. to 
3 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday, 
7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

BAJIS’ CAFE
 Continued from page 25

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

650.961.1992

Watch 
All Sports 

on our 
Big Screens

Daily Lunch 
Special

FULL MENU
Lunch served all day

Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

DANCE FLOOR

World Cup 
Soccer

All Games Live.
1st game

Friday June 9th @ 9AM. 
No Cover.

Breakfast Served
Watch Giants, A's, 

NBA Playoffs, NFL is Coming.



 “The Rake’s Progress,” Igor 
Stravinsky’s take on the Faus-
tian legend, opens Saturday, 
May 27, on the West Bay Opera 
stage for a two-weekend run.
 Mary Chun is music director 
and conductor of the produc-
tion, staged in the Lucie Stern 
Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road 
in Palo Alto.
 Tenor Gerald Seminatore sings 
the role of the Rake — Tom 

Rakewell — who makes a bar-
gain with the shadowy Mick 
Shadow, performed by baritone 
Kirk Eichelberger.
 The role of the Rake’s wronged 
sweetie, Anne Trulove, is per-
formed by soprano Rhoslyn 
Jones.
 The cast also includes mez-
zo-soprano Carla Lopez-Spe-
ziale as Baba the Turk, and 
mezzo-soprano Ariela Mor-

genstern as Mother Goose.
 Performances are at 8 p.m. 
opening night; 8 p.m. Friday, 
June 2 and Saturday, June 3; and 
2 p.m. Sunday, May 28 and Sun-
day, June 4. Tickets are $46 to $50 
general; half price for youth and 
for students with identification.
 For tickets, call (650) 424-9999, 
e-mail boxoffice@wbopera.org, 
or order online at www.wbopera.
org.
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

Announcing a Free Workshop for 
Mountain View Landlords and Rental 

Housing Managers

Avoid Rental Problems!
Know Your Rights & Responsibilities!

Includes Updates on New Laws

Thursday, June 8
9:30 am to 12:00 noon

Mountain View Public Library - Community Room
585 Franklin Street

Presented by 
the Mountain View Mediation Program and Project Sentinel

Sponsored by the City of Mountain View

For more information, call 650.960.0495

SPLENDOR ON THE GRASSSPLENDOR ON THE GRASS
Join us in kicking off the

NCAA Tennis Championships

Family Day
Free to the Public

May 14, 2006
2:00 pm

Stanford University, Taube Tennis Center
Home of the first combined Men’s and Women’s NCAA Championships

Opening ceremonies, games, music, prizes
and special guests. Oncourt clinics with the
Bay Area’s best teaching professionals. A
special oasis for mom, the “Splendid Lounge,”
with massages and other treats.

Presented by the United States Tennis
Association of Northern California and the
United States Professional Tennis Association.

For more information, go to www.norcal.usta.com.

NCAA Tournament held May 18-29. For ticket info:
1(800)STANFORD | www.gostanford.com

S Z E C H UA N  R E S TAU R A N T

“Best Chinese food in town!”  —  S.F. Chronicle 

134 Castro Street, Mountain View
tel: 650.964.8881 � fax: 650.964.8959

WE CATER TO
BANQUETS

FREE DELIVERY!!!
Within 3 miles, with 

minimum $20.00 purchase. 
(Does not include tax.)

Lunch:   M-F  11:15am to 2:30pm;  Sat-Sun  11:30am to 2:30pm
Dinner:   Sun-Thurs  5:00pm to 9:30pm;  Fri-Sat  5:30pm to 9:45pm

We are open every day! Fax in your order!

‘Rake’s Progress’ comes 
to West Bay Opera stage

HARMONIC CONVERGENCE
AT EAGLE THEATER
 The Peninsulaires, an a capella 
men’s chorus, will share the stage 
with OC Times, a barbershop 
quartet, in their Spring Perfor-
mance concert. The program 
includes traditional barbershop 
harmony and contemporary 
music. The show starts at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 21, at the Eagle The-

ater, Los Altos High School, 201 
Almond Ave., Los Altos. Tickets 
are $23 for adults, $20 for seniors, 
$15 for students and children. To 
order, visit www.barbershop-har-
mony.org or call (650) 249-4352.

BALI IN THE BAY AREA
 Next month, the ensemble 
Gamelan Sekar Jaya will sing and 
dance in the Balinese tradition. 

The performance will feature an 
episode of the drama “Kali Yuga,” 
which is a multi-year project for 
the ensemble. It begins Saturday, 
June 10 at 8 p.m. at the Mountain 
View Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro St. Tickets are $24 
general admission, $18 for students 
and seniors, and $12 for children. 
To order, visit www.mvcpa.com or 
call (650) 903-6000. 

— Elizabeth Lasky

■  A R T S B R I E F S



AKEELAH AND THE BEE (PG) ✭✭  
Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:30 & 4:55 p.m. 
Century 12: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15 & 4:55 p.m. 

ART SCHOOL CONFIDENTIAL (R) ✭✭1/2  
Aquarius: 4:45, 7:30 & 10 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 11:45 a.m. & 2:15 p.m. 

THE DA VINCI CODE (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Century 16: 11 & 11:40 a.m.; 12:30, 1:05, 1:40, 2:15, 3, 3:50, 4:25, 5, 
5:30, 6:20, 7:10, 7:45, 8:20, 8:50 & 10:30 p.m. 
Century 12: 10:25 & 11:10 a.m.; noon, 12:50, 1:40, 2:30, 3:20, 4:10, 5, 
5:50, 6:40, 7:30, 8:20, 9:10 & 9:55 p.m. 

DOWN IN THE VALLEY (R) ✭✭  
Palo Alto Square: 2:15, 4:55, 7:45 & 10:15 p.m.; 
Sat. & Sun. also at 11:30 a.m. 

GOAL! THE DREAM BEGINS (PG) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 5:05, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m. 

HOOT (PG) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Century 16: 11:05 a.m. & 1:10 p.m.  

INSIDE MAN (R) ✭✭✭  
Century 16: 7:20 & 9:55 p.m. 

JUST MY LUCK (PG-13) ✭1/2  
Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:50, 4:15, 7 & 9:20 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. 

KINKY BOOTS (PG-13) ✭✭✭  
Century 16: 3:15, 5:35, 7:55 & 10:15 p.m. 

THE LOST CITY (R) ✭✭1/2  
Guild: 5 & 8 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 11 a.m. & 2 p.m. 

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III (PG-13) ✭✭✭  
Century 16: 12:15, 1:45, 3:05, 4:30, 6:15, 7:15, 9 & 10 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:20, 3:15, 6:20, 7:45, 9:15 & 10:30 p.m. 

OVER THE HEDGE (PG) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Century 16: 10:50 & 11:50 a.m.; 1, 2, 3:10, 4:10, 5:20, 6:25, 7:30, 8:25, 
9:40 & 10:25 p.m. 
Century 12: 10:20, 11 & 11:30 a.m.; 12:30, 1:10, 1:45, 2:40, 3:20, 4, 4:50, 
5:30, 6:15, 7, 7:40, 8:20, 9:10 & 10:25 p.m. 

POSEIDON (PG-13) ✭✭1/2  
Century 16: 12:25, 2:50, 5:25, 7:50 & 10:10 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:35, 3, 5:40, 8, 9:50 & 10:25 p.m. 

RV (PG) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 1:55, 4:35, 7:05 & 9:25 p.m. 
Century 12: 11:55 a.m.; 2:20, 4:40, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m. 

SEE NO EVIL (R) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 1:35, 3:45, 5:55, 8 & 10:05 p.m. 

STICK IT (PG-13) ✭✭1/2  
Century 16: 2:20 p.m. 

THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (R) ✭✭✭1/2  
Palo Alto Square: 2:45, 5:10, 7:30 & 9:50 p.m.; Sun. also at 12:30 p.m. 

UNITED 93 (R) ✭✭✭✭  
Century 16: 9:35 p.m. 

WATER (NOT RATED) ✭✭✭1/2  
Aquarius: 4:15, 7 & 9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 11:15 a.m. & 1:45 p.m.
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Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260) 
SPANGENBERG THEATRE: 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto (354-8263) 

For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the 
Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities 
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.

■ M O V I E T I M E S

Weekend

ART SCHOOL CONFIDENTIAL 
✭✭1/2
(Aquarius) Director Terry Zwigoff and com-
ic book artist-turned-screenwriter Daniel 
Clowes follow up their “Ghost World” 
success with a less satisfying collabora-
tion. Max Minghella (“Syriana”) infuses 
Jerome, a gifted and committed young 
artist, with dreams and sweetness and 
naivetÈ. An outsider at his suburban high 
school, he expects to find a community of 
like-minded Picassos at the art institute. 
But, as Jerome’s new buddy (Joel Moore 
of “Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story”) 
points out, his fellow students are walking 
clichÈs: the vegan holy man, the boring 
blowhard, the angry lesbian, the beatnik 
chick, the drop-out. With the exception 
of Jerome and the model (Sophia Myles 
of “Tristan & Isolde”) whom he adores, 
all the characters are stick figures with 
none of the lovable eccentricities that 
added dimension to those living in “Ghost 
World.” If you’re an aspiring artist, prepare 
to sell out or slit your wrists now. Rated: R 
for language including sexual references, 
nudity and a scene of violence. 1 hour, 
42 minutes. — S.T. 

JUST MY LUCK ✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 12) Lady Luck is 
on the side of big-wig executive Ashley 
Albright (Lindsay Lohan). She has no 
need for umbrellas because the sun 
always shines in her presence, and she 
picks up extra bucks by easily winning 
scratcher lottery tickets. The opposite can 
be said for sincere but clumsy Jake Hardin 
(Chris Pine). Rain clouds trail him and 
female joggers mistake his good inten-
tions for attempted assault. Serendipity 
intervenes when Ashley organizes a high-
profile masquerade ball for music mogul 
Damon Phillips (Faizon Love). Turns out 
Jake has been aching to meet Phillips in 
an effort to introduce New York to the 
edgy British band that performs at the 
bowling alley where Jake works. One 
mystical moment on the dance floor 
has Ashley and Jake locking lips — and 
trading luck. Lohan’s latest teen-queen 
concoction is a ridiculous twist on the 
1983 Eddie Murphy comedy “Trading 
Places,” but Lohan’s pop-star diva status 
has grossly diluted her comedic potential. 
Rated: PG-13 for some brief sexual refer-
ences. 1 hour, 43 minutes. — T.H. 

KINKY BOOTS ✭✭✭
(Century 16) Based on a true story, 
“Kinky” centers on the humble son (Joel 
Edgerton as Charlie Price) of a popular 
Northampton shoemaker. Charlie is 
forced to manage the family business 
following his father’s death, and quickly 
realizes profits are plummeting thanks 
to cheap labor and cheaper knock-offs. 

■  M O V I E R E V I E W S

Smuin Ballet presents
Michael Smuin’s (WORLD PREMIERE!)
The return of
and...

 (WORLD PREMIERE!) 

 

 

For tickets call the West Bay Opera Box Office 

221 Lambert Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650-424-9999
Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Tickets may also be purchased online at www.wbopera.org

May 27, 
June 2, 3
8:00 pm

May 28, 
June 4
2:00 pm

BY IGOR STRAVINSKY
(IN ENGLISH WITH 

ENGLISH TITLES)

CONDUCTOR

Mary Chun
STAGE DIRECTOR

Jonathon Field

Lucie Stern Theatre
Palo Alto

Middlefield at Melville

Tickets $50
Youth & Students $25

2005-06
FIFTIETH SEASON

WEST 
BAYOpera



Weekend
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Los Altos 

  lushing expired or unwanted medicine down the drain may harm 
San Francisco Bay. Wastewater treatment cannot remove all medicine. 

Drop off expired or unwanted medicine at:

at Walgreens
May 19th and 20th, 10 am – 3 pm

Los Altos Palo Alto Mountain View
301 2nd Street  300 University Ave 121 El Camino Real

2605 Middlefield Rd
Please bring pills in original containers with personal information marked out! 

Drop off expired medications five days a week at the 
Regional Water Quality Control Plant, 
2501 Embarcadero Way, Palo Alto. 

For more information www.cleanbay.org or call 650-329-2598.
This ad is paid for by the Mountain View Voice.

Sterling Custom Upholstery
Call today for
ESTIMATE!

650-961-8700
Visit Our showroom At:
1243 W. El Camino Real

(At Miramonte - behind Baskin Robbins)
Mountain View

We have a complete line of
top fabrics from over 50 leading manufacturers.

State Licensed & Owner Operated

Celebrating 40 Years of Sterling Quality. Fully Insured

$9250

Total Price For Labor on
Standard Couch or Chair

Plus the cost of any fabric you select from
our complete line of fabrics. Labor price
of $92.50 includes frame, spring and web-
bing repair. Additional charge for cushion
filler, tufting and channeling. Customer
supplied fabric charged at standard labor
rate of $50 per yard.

FREE Pick Up & Delivery

Labor Special

FREE ARM COVERS
with upholstery of any couch or chair

With this coupon Only • Regular Value $12.50 
plus 1/2 yard of fabric. Offer Expires 8/31/06

www.goldenbay.org   800.969.0660

*APY= Annual Percentage Yield. Annual Percentage Rate = 5.40%. Minimum opening deposit is $5,000 of
new funds. Offer expires 5/31/2006. Rate subject to change. To find out if this promotional rate has
changed, contact us at 800.969.0660. Penalty for early withdrawal. Please note: Share Certificate does not
automatically renew upon maturity. If not indicated otherwise, at the end of 13 months, Share Certificate
funds will transfer to a Regular Shares account. New funds are funds that are: 1) not already on deposit at
GBFCU, and 2) cannot be traced, directly or indirectly, back to your GBFCU accounts within the last 120
days. GBFCU reserves the right to make the sole judgment as to whether or not the deposited funds are
considered new funds. Nonmembers must qualify for Golden Bay membership and become a member to
be eligible for the special offer.

It’s time for a change. Enter Lola (Chiwe-
tel Ejiofor), a transvestite/cabaret singer 
whom Charlie meets while drowning 
his financial sorrows in alcohol. Lola 
is friendly but frustrated — her high-
heeled boots continually break under 
the weight of her manly frame. Charlie’s 
brain sparks an unconventional idea: 
Design shoes that are made for a wom-
an but built for a man. Charlie enlists 
Lola’s expertise despite arguments from 
his conservative work force and soon 
Lola is spreading her infectious good 
vibes throughout the factory. Ejiofor is 
stellar, bringing true depth and soul to 
his multi-faceted portrayal, but “Kinky” 
itself isn’t a laugh-out-loud comedy and 
often feels too familiar. Rated: PG-13 for 
thematic material involving sexuality, and 
for language. 1 hour, 47 minutes. — T.H. 

THE LOST CITY ✭✭1/2
(Guild) Pre-Communist Cuba circa 1958 
positively swoons with romance and color, 
a hedonistic playground of la dolce vita. 
For Fico Fellove (Andy Garcia) life is all 
about family and the posh Havana night-
club he operates for well-heeled Cubans. 
As history dictates, Fulgencio Batista’s fas-
cist dictatorship segues into Fidel Castro’s 
ruthless social justice and the good life 
goes to pot, caught in a vise of anger, dis-
content and revolution. Fico’s handsome 
younger brothers Luis and Ricardo (Nestor 
Carbonell and Enrique Murciano) embrace 
the political upheaval and can’t or won’t 
acknowledge that Cuba is destined for 
ruin. Rather predictably, Fico finds him-
self mired in tragedy, suffering Ricardo’s 
betrayal (as a puppet for Che Guevara’s 
guerilla left) and the death of Luis in an 
urban rebel coup. Ultimately he falls for 
Luis’ sultry widow, Aurora (InÈs Sastre), 
who herself becomes a pawn in Castro’s 
evil game by accepting the titular position 
of Widow of the Revolution. Handsomely 
executed but hopelessly flawed, “City” is 
an historical epic sans the epic. Rated: R 
for violence, language and mature themes. 
2 hours, 33 minutes. — J.A. 

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE III ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Tom Cruise 
returns to form with this pulse-pounding 
actioner — the best of the “Mission: 
Impossible” film franchise. The riveting 
intro sees IMF agent Ethan Hunt (Cruise) 
bound and bloody while a sadistic criminal 
(Philip Seymour Hoffman as Owen Davian) 
points a gun at Hunt’s gagged wife, Julia, 
demanding to know the location of the 
“rabbit’s foot.” Hunt pleads, threatens 
and despairs while Davian methodically 
counts to 10 — 10 seconds before Julia 
will be killed. Flash back several days. 
Hunt has settled down with Julia (Michelle 
Monaghan of “North Country”), a beau-
tiful doctor who believes her husband 
works in transportation. But when Hunt 
discovers his protÈgÈe (Keri Russell) has 
been captured, he leaps out of retire-
ment and reunites with Luther Stickell 

  See MINI REVIEWS, page 31



By Jeanne Aufmuth

Sea-legged fans and land-lub-
bers alike will enjoy “Posei-
don,” a watery action-adven-

ture that pushes the limits of plau-
sibility yet reeks of summer fun.
 With nary a warning of errant 

tides, a 100-foot rogue wave takes 
down the luxury liner Poseidon, 
a swanky floating hotel of excep-
tional extravagance. Caught up 
in the soggy maelstrom are a 
handful of lucky passengers who 
miraculously escape the initial 
round of drownings, flash fires 
and toppling pillars.
 Leading our small band of 
merry men (and women) to 
safety is hunky hero Dylan Johns 
(Josh Lucas), a professional gam-
bler with an intrinsic streak of 
valor and fantastic baby blues to 
match. Dylan matches wits and 
skill with ex-New York City may-
or Robert Ramsey (Kurt Russell), 
whose headstrong daughter Jen-
nifer (Emmy Rossum) is also on 
board with her beau.
 Rounding out the protago-

nists is perky single mom Mag-
gie James (Jacinda Barrett) and 
her obnoxiously precocious son, 
who insist on joining the ranks of 
those unwilling to stand with the 
doomed. Illegal Hispanic stow-
away Elena Gonzalez (Mia Mae-
stro) adds to the mix, as does gay 
architect Richard Nelson (Richard 
Dreyfuss), who’s grieving over the 
loss of his lover to another.
 It’s all hands on deck, wherever 
that is. Bent on maneuvering 
their way through the ubiquitous 
blocked passageways and bolted 
steel doorways (as the ship slowly 
shifts its way south) our feisty 
clan overcomes one impossible 
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Career & Job Fair
• Free Admission
• Free Workshops
• More than 40 Employers 
• Learn about Foothill’s 

High-Wage, High-Demand 
Career Programs

• Wed., May 24, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Foothill College Library Quad
Parking is $2.

For a complete list of employers, access 
www.foothill.edu/career or call (650) 949-7229.

Free Career Workshops
Noon–1:30 p.m., Thriving at Work in the 

New Millennium • Room 3523
2–3 p.m., Careers in Investment 

Management • Room 3523

Silly, watery, fun
‘POSEIDON’ MAKES IT EASY TO FORGIVE ITS MANY CHEAP CLICHÉS

■ M O V I E R E V I E W

Mike Vogel and Emmy Rossum 
in Poseidon

  Continued on next page



hurdle after another, perpetually 
surviving catastrophic misfor-
tune while showing off ridicu-
lously courageous derring-do. 
 There are genuinely scary 
moments: A passenger hanging 
on a human chain and forced to 
kick off the last man while thou-
sands of pounds of elevator come 
careening towards his head. The 
group navigating hyper-narrow 
air conditioning ducts while the 
sea rises through.
 But I can’t be convinced that 
a tiny silver cross necklace will 
screw open a soldered-down 
hatch, nor do I believe that the 
average Joe can hold his breath 
for minutes on end while swim-
ming under icy seawater through 
a terrifying tangle of metal and 
dead bodies.
 The pyrotechnics are first-class, 
as are most of the computerized 
images involving the capsizing 
ship. Opulent set pieces, both intact 
and fatally fractured, impress. The 
plot is seriously diluted by an 
admixture of two-dimensional 
players spouting clunky lines and 
bringing nothing to the table but 
testosterone highs and smashing-
when-wet good looks.
 Reluctant kudos to writer Mark 
Protosevich and director Wolf-
gang Petersen (“Das Boot”) for 

closing a chapter or two with 
tragic rather than sugar-coated 
results, as was the case in 1972’s 
kitschier “The Poseidon Adven-
ture.” Bottom line: It’s easier to 
forgive the sodden cliches and 
enjoy the roller coaster ride that 
is “Poseidon.” V

(Ving Rhames) to rescue her. Director 
J.J. Abrams (of “Lost” and “Alias” fame) 
makes his big-screen debut with aplomb, 
utilizing fantastic sets, capturing tension 
and pulling tremendous performances 
from his A-list cast. Rated: PG-13 for 
intense sequences of frenetic violence and 
menace, disturbing images and some sen-
suality. 2 hours, 6 minutes. — T.H. 

STICK IT ✭✭1/2
(Century 16) Canadian newcomer Missy 
Peregrym scores a “10” in this formu-
laic teen charmer about the pressure 

and pitfalls of women’s gymnastics. 
Peregrym is Haley Graham, a former 
gymnastics breakthrough who gave up 
the sport following her parents’ divorce, 
opting instead for BMX trick-riding 
and run-ins with the law. But Haley’s 
wild ways quickly land her in front of a 
judge, who punishes the rebellious teen 
by shipping her off to the Vickerman 
Gymnastics Academy (VGA) rather than 
Juvenile Hall, much to Haley’s chagrin. 
Burt Vickerman (Jeff Bridges) is a soulful 
and serious coach. His battered body 
and hardnosed approach reflect a man 
who hopes those in his academy will 
reach the athletic pinnacles that he 

never could. Soon Burt is prepping Haley 
for gymnastics gold and peeling away 
the layers of her angst-ridden psyche. 
The real slip-ups in “Stick It” surround 
first-time auteur Bendinger’s direction, 
from the flashy opening credits to a 
nonsensical soundtrack and film-school 
techniques. Fortunately, Peregrym lands 
on her feet, even if the movie doesn’t. 
Rated: PG-13 for some crude remarks. 
1 hour, 45 minutes. — T.H. 
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Weekend

CALL
1-888-738-1376

Is your dog running off your 
property and into traffi c? 
Neighbor’s yards? Wilder-
ness areas? Or chasing other 
dogs, or even people? Then 
let Invisible Fence® Brand 
show you how your dog can 
stay safe behind a wall that 
no one can see - but that 
your dog is  guaranteed not 
to cross!

Is your
dog
getting
into
danger?
We can help.

SCHEDULE A FREE ON-SITE
EVALUATION TODAY!

MINI REVIEWS
 Continued from page 29

Stars: **1/2
Rating: PG-13, but could be 
R for gruesome images of 
death and violence
Run Time: 1 hour, 37 minutes

■ M O V I E N O T E S

  Continued from previous page

See our Calendar pages 
beginning on page 39.

■ G O I N G S O N
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■        A T H E R T O N       ■

Prime West Atherton flag lot boasts 
sunny, approx. acre + level lot. Lot is 
cleared and ready for you to build your 
dream home. A perimeter of mature 
trees lends privacy to this lot. Menlo 
Park Schools. $3,950,000

■        C U P E R T I N O       ■

You’ll love this 3BR/2.5BA Ranch with 
a great mtn view. Admirable tri-level 
providing formal entry, a study/den, 
eat-in kitchen, plus a deck. Lots of 
Upgrades! Currently operating Licensed 
Childcare Facility (14 Children Max.)

$1,149,888

■        M E N L O  P A R K       ■

Elegance in its finest! This townhouse 
tucked away among Oak & Redwood 
trees in desirable Sharon Heights!  Sep. 
Dining room, Kitchen w/granite slab 
counters, custom Maple cabinets, beau-
tiful hardwood floors, Security alarm 
Sys., and more! $1,875,000

■        M O U N T A I N  V I E W       ■

Open Sat/Sun, May 20/21, 1:30-4:30 • 201/209 Mariposa Ave.
There are 2 spectacular homes on this 
non sub-dividable lot. Close to town 
from the Charming Craftsman style cot-
tage - 2BR/1BA. Beautiful River Rock 
fireplace in living room, wood paneling, 
large eat-in kitchen.  Second home is 
a remodeled 3BR/2BA.  New granite 
kitchen, new appliances, new stone 
floors, French door to patio, large living 
room. $1,349,000

Opportunity Awaits! Existing 2BR/1BA 
house & outbuildings are to be consid-
ered “teardowns”. This parcel is wait-
ing for Contractors/Developers to build 
investment properties. $990,000

Prime Mountain View Location! Ideal for 
Boutique of Professional Office.  Lovely 
complex with European feel.  High 
profile location with most windows fac-
ing El Camino Real. **Note:  Existing 
Business Not for Sale. $630,000

■        M O U N T A I N  V I E W       ■

You’ll give the nod to this residence. 
Intriguing home providing lovely fea-
tures. It deserves a prize for real qual-
ity. $499,000

Worthwhile condo on a cul-de-sac site. 
Cordial residence providing a combo/
club room, plus an office and tile floor-
ing. Carpeting, barbeque, laundry room. 
Gas heat. Two-car garage. Practical, 
pleasing! Community swimming pool.

$399,900

■        P A L O  A L T O       ■

Coming Soon! 2 bedroom/2 bath, vaulted 
ceilings, walls of glass, hardwood floors, 
living room with fireplace, best Palo Alto 
schools, inside laundry, patio.  Please 
contact Carol Christie at 650.948.8050 
for more info. $605,000

■        S A N  J O S E       ■

Enjoy the taste and style of this Cottage-
style. Smashing amenities include two-
car garage, basement and central air. 
4BR/4 baths. Real roominess. Hardwood 
flooring, serviceable breakfast nook. A 
premier-caliber home! $1,199,000

■        S U N N Y V A L E       ■

Multi Units-Excellent Investment oppor-
tunity–10 units (1BR/1BA) Apartment 
Complex in Heart of Sunnyvale. Close 
to El Camino, stores & major freeways. 
New dual pane windows, new carpets, 
tile countertops, A/C, lots of parking!

$1,665,000

Rewarding 3BR/3BA condo. Very pleas-
ant, complemented by fireplace. Ample 
storage space, central air. Garage. 
Be sure to see this delightful home!

$749,000
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Selling

Northern

California’s

Finest

Properties

400 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto (650) 863-7100

HALF MOON BAY...  Discover the unique-
ness of this Contempo. Slate-roofed 4BR/3BA 
single-level. Charming residence replete with fire-
place and hardwood flooring. Space aplenty. 3-
car garage. Family room with fireplace, gas heat. 

$1,499,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW...  Enjoy a cozy & cordial 
lifestyle in this easy living condo offering 3BR/2BA 
and garage. A happy haven, providing fireplace, 
carpeting with hardwood flooring. Electric heat. 
You’ll love its features! Community swimming pool.  

$625,000

SAN JOSE...  Easy-care condo at a sensible 
price. Livable and lovable, with 24-hour security. 
Gas heat, ceiling fans. Garage with door opener. A 
very nice atmosphere. Community swimming pool.  

$299,000

LOS ALTOS...  Delight in the distinctive design 
of this exceptional 5BR/4BA two-story. Make a 
great move to this irresistible home. This gracious 
residence highlights family room with fireplace, 
hardwood flooring. 3-car garage. Los Altos schools.    

$2,795,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS...  Gift yourself with luxury 
in this slate-roofed 5BR/4BA lake-view French-style 
enhanced by a mtn view. Irresistible three-story 
providing a family room with fireplace, an office, 
plus hardwood flooring, fireplace. 3-car garage.   

$13,500,000

PACIFICA...  Charming aura comes with this dis-
tinctive Contempo commanding a bay view. The 
ideal touches include hardwood flooring and fire-
place. 5BR/3 baths. Sunken tub, gas heat. Two-car 
garage, patio, essential automatic sprinkler system.   

$1,258,000

LOS ALTOS...  See this delectable 5BR/2+BA 
single-story. Stunning residence replete with hard-
wood flooring and family room with fireplace. A 
spacious home that’s a delightful entertainer. Gas 
heat. Patio, labor-saving automatic sprinkler system.  

$2,295,000

■ OPEN SUN,  5/21, 1:00-4:00 •  456 Fairway Drive

■ OPEN SAT&SUN,  5/20 & 5/21, 1:30-4:30 •  2000 Rock St. #2

■ OPEN SUN,  5/21, 2:00-4:00 •  59 Timberhill Court

■ OPEN SUN,  5/21, 12:00-3:00 • 99 Kenbrook Circle


