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Farewell
Slater

HUNDREDS OF KIDS
LOSE THEIR SCHOOL

By Molly Tanenbaum

he pressing question on

Slater’s playground last

week was: “Where will
you be next year?”

One fourth grade girl clutched
her friend’s arm and asked,
“You're going to Landels, right?”

The response: “No, 'm going
to Huff”

Last Wednesday marked Slat-
er’s last day of school for at least
the next five years. Staff, teachers
and parents worked to make
Slater’s final year memorable for
all 364 students, who will be split
up between the remaining six
elementary schools in the Moun-
tain View Whisman School Dis-
trict next fall.

For the most part, students
appeared antsy with typical last-
day-of-school energy, but they
also knew that when they walked
away from Slater that afternoon,
they would be saying farewell to
their school and to some of their
classmates and teachers.

Teacher Bonnie Malouf’s class-
room was completely packed up
in boxes last Wednesday, with
halfthe room as storage and half
as floor space for the kids to sit.
For her last class, she had stu-
dents take turns standing up on
a chair in the front of the room

e
—

NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN

Goodbye Dr. Smith: Departing Slater principal Nicki Smith hugs
Elizabeth Serfino, 8, and Madeline Haber, 7, on the last day of school.
Next fall, Smith will be the principal at a new charter school in East

Palo Alto.

and talking about what they’d
miss about their school.

“We can bring a little bit of
Slater School with us, wherever
we go,” one student read.

Second grade teacher Sally
Topete wanted to wait until after

her kids left to pack up most of
her supplies before the movers
came on June 20. Most of all, she
said, she’ll miss working with her
Slater colleagues. She is the only

» See SLATER, page 10

City suing auditor
over Shoreline

FIRM ALLEGED TO HAVE
MADE SIDE DEAL WITH
CONCERT PROMOTER

By Jon Wiener

fter extracting millions
of dollars and a new lease
rom concert promoter

Live Nation, the city is prepar-
ing to go to court again over
accounting at Shoreline Amphi-
theatre, this time with a lawsuit
against the auditing firm that
city officials say helped cover up
the venue’s questionable record-
keeping practices.

City attorney Michael Martello
announced at the end of last Tues-
day’s city council meeting that the
city had decided in closed session
to initiate litigation against “one
or more defendants.”

Martello told the Voice that he
expected to file the lawsuit against
auditing firm Daoro, Zydel & Hol-
land by the end of the month.

“The city council has an obliga-
tion to protect the financial inter-
ests of the city, and an auditor
retained to assist in that regard is
expected to perform in a manner
consistent with that obligation,”
said Mayor Nick Galiotto.

Daoro had served as the city’s
independent auditor for years,
responsible for ensuring that
the operator was paying all of

Foothill-De Anza moves to protect bond money

By Molly Tanenbaum

he Foothill-De Anza Community Col-

I lege District has made a preemptive
strike against a potential litigant who
could challenge the district’s recently passed

$491 million bond measure.

bond issue.

Using a specialized type of lawsuit called a
validation action, the district has requested
that the Santa Clara County Superior Court
confirm that Measure C — which passed
June 6 with 65 percent of the vote — fol-
lowed all legal requirements needed for a

If the action is successful, then Aaron Katz
— the Saratoga attorney and landlord who
has sued several public entities over their
bonds and parcel taxes and netted $260,000
in settlements — and other potential liti-

» See FOOTHILL, page 11

the money it owed under the
percentage rent provision of the
ease.

But unbeknownst to the city,
the venue operator, Bill Graham
Presents, had also hired Daoro
to audit the same records for the
company. As a result, the firm was
in a position to help BGP cover up
potential disputes without ever
informing the city or the public.

“It was real clear they were not
watching out for our interests,”
said Martello. “Rather than turn
to us, they turned to the client,
and resolved them pretty much
always against us.”

The city first learned about
Daoro’s agreement with BGP last
year, as part of the pretrial dis-
covery in its bitter lawsuit with
BGP parent Clear Channel. The
city promptly fired the firm, and
the two sides have had no contact
since a deposition last fall.

In a stinging indictment of the
firm, city finance director Bob
Locke wrote in a new, city-spon-
sored audit report that Daoro had
compromised its independence
and violated “a foundational
principle of the audit function.”

They were “working both sides
of the fence,” Locke told the Voice.

The San Francisco-based firm
has not responded to several
requests for comment.

After the new audit report,
prepared by Los Angeles-based
Alix Partners, accused BGP of
concealing more than $80 mil-
lion in revenue, Clear Channel
spin-off Live Nation settled the
case in May for a lump sum pay-
ment of $10 million, and agreed
to an annual lease payment of
$1.8 million for the next 15 years.
As part of the settlement agree-
ment, the city reserved the right
to sue Daoro for its alleged mis-
conduct. @
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REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990

Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. REALTORS

Marc Roos Jeff & Steve Jeff & Steve

MoOUNTAIN VIEW 9 years new! CUPERTINO Lush, quiet and private MOUNTAIN VIEW [ Complete, high qual-

3bd/2.5ba home with open floor plan, vaulted single-story 2bd + den/2ba town home with ity remodel! The 2804 +/- sf floor plan has 5
ceilings + granite kitchen. 1805+/- sf. Move-in hills views in gated a community. Cupertino bedrooms, 3 baths + separate family and dining
condition. Close to town. $1,098,000 schools. $1,098,000 rooms. $1,698,000

Cindi Kodweis Mona & Michelle Sander Susan Sweeley

MOUNTAIN VIEW Charming, updat- SUNNYVALE [ Pristine and picture perfect, MOUNTAIN VIEW I© Stunning, remodeled

ed home in fabulous Mountain View locale. featuring great curb appeal with fabulous land- Eichler. 3bd/2ba with new kitchen, new baths,
3bd/2ba with open beam ceiling, HW floors + scaping. Elegantly remodeled 3bd/2ba with new roof, new boiler, + new landscaping/sprin-
gorgeous kitchen. Large lot. $1,195,000 high ceilings. $799,000 kler system. $995,000

Helena Berber Maisy Young Helen & Ki Nyborg, & Scott Rutley

MOUNTAIN VIEW [ 3bd/1.5batown home SUNNYVALE 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths + MOUNTAIN VIEW Spacious 2bd/2ba

near downtown Mountain View. Upgrades bonus room. 1978+/- sf. Breakfast nook, new Parc Crossings condo. New carpet and fixtures,
including kitchen with granite counters, bath- wall-to-wall carpet + freshly painted interior. + inside laundry. 1093+/- sf. Pool + spa. Los
rooms and tiled private patio. $549,000 Homestead High School. $698,000 Altos School District .. $569,000

apr.com | LOS ALTOS OFFICE 167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD 650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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AROUND TOWN

Asked in downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews
by Elizabeth Lasky and Chelsea Young.

Any advice for recent
high school grads?

Dor'’t move in with your Rutner Dental is now offering LUMINEERS Find out just how easy it can be

first girlfriend.” BY CERINATE, the latest in porcelain to slip into a beautiful smile.
David Coon, Mountain View veneer technology. Incredibly thin, they
can correct chips, stains, and most other Cf‘" today for a $500
cosmetic problems in as little as two visits. discount on LUMINEERS!
. . 866.57.SMILE
They slide right over your own teeth,
in most cases without any shots, Rutner Dental, for beautiful
grinding, or drilling! smiles that work.
“Besides stay in school? " rU'I' n e r'
Pursue an education, goto L U M I N E E R S
college. Make sure a career is BY CERINATE
No. 1 in your life and girls
come second.”

Kunal Punjabi, Menlo Park

Universal Design for Your Home

“Go to school. Learn as much as
you can. There’s a lot of fun stuff
to learn in this world, definitely.”
Vida Meyers, Menlo Park "It was terrific, excellent source of information." -\Workshop Attendee

Thursday, June 29, 6:30 pm-8:30 pm
1954 Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View, CA 94043

ispel the myths of remodeling and learn the facts and how-to’s of the process in
a workshop designed specifically for homeowners.

Whether you are undecided about remodeling or ready to go, the class will provide an overview of
“Don’t join the military.” Universal Design—what it is, who it's for, why it's important, and what it looks like.

James Crews, Mountain View Topics will include:

Creating a space that is safe and comfortable for all, that reflects your personal style and taste.
Considerations: Exterior access e Interior space planning e Specific elements for kitchens and bath-
rooms e Selecting finishes and materials.

Harrell Remodeling, one of the San Francisco Peninsula's premier
remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and introduce

you to exciting design considerations for your remodel. Your home
is an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are

L |
“Go to the college you want to go by giving it your very best!
to, not your parents’ Do your At Harrell Remodeling, we never forget it'’s your home.® ®
thing, not your parents.” For more information or to pre-register for the workshop, H a”E" Remndelmu
Anabel FitzMedrud, Mountain View call Carol Langley at (650) 230-2900. No credit cards accepted.

Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

Class fee is $20.00 if pre-registered, or $25.00 at the door.

Have a question for Voices Around Town? E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com
JUNE 23, 2006 B MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE m 3



A Guide to the Spiritual Community

Ananda
A Place of Awakening

Sunday Celebration
9-9:45 am  Meditation
10-11:30 Worship and Satsang

2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
for a free brochure, call (650) 323-3363
or visit www.anandapaloalto.org

o
Paramhansa Yogananda
Author of Autobiography of a Yogi

Family, Friends, Faith
It’s what’s important.
It’s who we are.

SUNDAY:
Sunday School 9am
Worship 10:30 am

First Presbysterian

®\ First Presbyterian Church 166(76 ;\g;r;ggozze;;ve.
mountoivv view waw.fpemyong

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am
Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm

1425 Springer Rd., Mn. View Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri
650-967-2189

S &
Christ Episcopal Church “'

Nurturing Minds and Hearts

Come grow with us ,

Sunday Worship 8:00am and 10:15am

Call or visit online for directions and programs

1040 Border Rd, Los Altos (650) 948-2151 www.ccla.us

Sunday
Mornings for
Spiritual Health

Meditation 9:15-9:45am
Service 10-11am
Non-denominational
and Inclusive Spirituality.
Thursdays 7-8pm
Meditation &
Self-Development

Pathways to Self Healing
4153A El Camino Way
Palo Alto (650) 424-1118
www.psh.org

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church

ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided
Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos
www.losaltoslutheran.org

Los Altos Union

Presbyterian Church

858 University Avenue 650.948-4361
WWW.UNIONPC.ORG

Turn East on University
off El Monte Ave.
between 1-280 and Foothill Expwy

Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am  Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am  Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am  Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

““The real jurisdiction of the world is in Mind,
controlling every effect and recognizing all causation as
vested in divine Mind.”

(Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mark Baker Eddy)

Hear healings Sundays: KNEW AM 910 - 6:30 am;
KSTE AM 650 - 7:30 am
www.spirituality.com
Sunday Church & Sunday School 10 a.m., Wednesday Meetings 8 p.m.
221 Bryant Ave. (off Grant Rd.) in Mountain View, 650-968-2229
The Bible and Science & Health are the Pastor for
Churches of Christ, Scientist, worldwide.

o

Celebrate Spiritual Rebirth at
UNITY PALO ALTO

- Realize the abundant potential of your life.
- Recognize the divinity in yourself and others.
- Welcome to Life, Love and God. Welcome to Unity.

Services Sunday at 8:45 and 11 am.
Childcare and youth programs available.
3391 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto; 650-494-7222

www.UnityPaloAlto.org

To include
your Church in
%szfa/ions

Call Blanca Yoc
at 650-326-8210
Ext. 239
or e-mail
byoc@paweekly.com

MountainView
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B QUOTEOFTHEWEEK

‘It was real clear they
were not watching out
for our interests.’

— CITY ATTORNEY MICHAEL MARTELLO,

ON AUDITING FIRM DAORO, ZYDEL & HOLLAND,
AGAINST WHICH THE CITY PLANS TO FILE SUIT

B CRIMEWATCH

FORGERY, N. RENGSTORFF
AVENUE, 6/17

At 5:21 p.m., a 41-year-old
man and a 27-year-old woman
entered Central Liquors
together and attempted to cash
one counterfeit check each.
Suspecting their checks to be
fake, the clerk attending to
the two customers phoned the
Mountain View Police Depart-
ment. He was able to stall the
two suspects until the police
arrived. The offiers determined
that the checks were indeed
counterfeit and took both
of the suspects into custody,
where they were booked and
charged with burglary, con-
spiracy and forgery.

STOLEN VEHICLE,
UNIVERSITY AND
RENGSTORFF AVENUES, 6/20

An officer on patrol noticed a
Ford Escort with various vehicle
violations at 11:02 p.m. Tuesday
night. The officer attempted to
pull the car over, but the driver
refused to stop. At Pachetti
Drive, the driver stopped the car,
and he and a passenger jumped
out and started running.

The patrol officer chased the
driver on foot. He caught the
man in the underground Cal-
train parking area at the San
Antonio station. The officer
determined that the man had
stolen the Ford Escort from
Newark with a set of shaved keys.
The driver was charged with
possession of burglary tools and
was booked in the San Jose main
jail. Mountain View police are
still looking for the passenger.

B POLICELOG

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
1900 block Montecito Ave., 6/15

AUTO BURGLARY

100 block Preston Dr., 6/12
300 block Preston Dr., 6/12
2200 block California St., 6/12
2200 block Showers Dr., 6/13
200 block Escuela Ave., 6/13
1800 block Latham St., 6/16
1900 block California St., 6/16
200 block Evandale Ave., 6/16

BATTERY
300 block Ravendale Dr., 6/15
1600 block of Villa St., 6/15

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
900 block N. Rengstorff Ave., 6/12
600 block E. Evelyn Ave., 6/13

GRAND THEFT

Shoreline Amphitheatre, 6/12
900 block Terra Bella Ave., 6/13
800 block Dalma Dr., 6/15

STOLEN VEHICLE

2000 block Latham St., 6/12
600 block W. El Camino Real, 6/12
1200 block Montecito Ave., 6/13
600 block Escuela Ave., 6/13
300 block Escuela Ave., 6/13
2200 block Latham St., 6/14
800 block Dalma Dr., 6/14

2600 block Miller Ave., 6/14
500 block Evandale Ave., 6/15
300 block Easy St., 6/15

2200 block California St., 6/16

VANDALISM

2200 block Latham St., 6/12
3500 block Truman Ave., 6/13
100 block E. El Camino Real, 6/14
1100 block Rose Ave., 6/15

500 block S. Rengstorff Ave., 6/15
2600 block Fayette Dr., 6/15

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE
2600 block Miller Ave., 6/13



MOUNTAINVIEW VOICE

LLocalNews

W CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

B COMMUNITY

M FEATURES

Il From the J
. Editor’s

Desk

4

Join the Club

By Don Frances

INNY LEAR, president of
Gthe Mountain View-Los

Altos chapter of the League
of Women Voters, told me recently
that her term is ending at the end
of this month, when she will be
replaced by Coeta Chambers.

‘T'm sure she’ll be in touch
before long,” Ginny wrote. “She’s
just completed the AIDS ride to
LAl

This announcement makes
Ginny yet another illustrious
member of the Mountain View
Lame Duck Club, whose num-
bers seem to be growing by the
week.

It’s not so hard to join this club
— just quit what you’re doing.
Then let me know about it. ...

But Ginny is not the Club’s most
recent enrollee. No, that honor
goes to our very own Jon Wiener,
I’'m sad to say. He too will be mov-
ing on by the end of the month.

Jon has been writing for this
paper in some capacity for some-
thing like two and half years,
which is worthy of honors right
there. I won’t say more about it,
since he’s planning his own fare-
well column. We'll save the tears
for later. ...

IT’SMY UNDERSTANDING that
“Vicki, Bruce & Oscar” — who
must be Vicki Schultz, Bruce Kar-
ney and Oscar Garcia, key orga-
nizers of the recent Olympics in
Mountain View event — threw a
thank-you party for the many vol-
unteers and sponsors who helped
italong.

The event was held at McKenzie
Park on Thursday, after this paper
went to press, but I hope it’s not
too late to add our voice to the
chorus of thank-yous. By all
accounts Olympics in Mountain
View was a smash-hit success, and
I’'m sure the many dozens of ele-
mentary school kids who partici-
pated would agree. @

Don Frances is editor of
the Mountain View Voice.
He can be reached at
dfrances @my-voice.com.

NICHOLAS WRIGHT

Mountain View-Los Altos board president Julia Rosenberg gives retiring Superintendent Rich Fischer
a cowboy hat to wear at his Western-themed retirement party. Fischer will move to his Placer County home
which he and his wife, Sheri, have dubbed “The Ranch.”

Fischer trading kids for llamas

SUPERINTENDENT RETIRES FOR OPEN SPACES OF PLACER COUNTY

By Molly Tanenbaum

eginning next month,
BSuperintendent Rich
Fischer’s new district will
be a 15-acre parcel of land in
Placer County with three houses,
a pond and plenty of fruit trees.
And his new staff will be his
three llamas named Dalai Llama,
Como Se Llama and Valentino.
“They’re peaceful and they eat
everything. They’ll take care of
all the weeds and stuff,” he said.
Fischer’s more than 30-year-long

career, which included 20 years as
a superintendent, will not be quite
over when he bids farewell to the
Mountain View-Los Altos Union
High School District at the end of
this month. He still plans to help
train new school administrators,
for 100 days a year, through a San
Francisco nonprofit organization
called Springboard Schools.

But for the other 265 days, he
wants to spend a lot more time
with his wife, Sheri, and his three
children and five grandchildren.
For the past five years, Fischer

has lived in Mountain View and
commuted to Placer County on
the weekends. Now, he’ll be a full-
time husband.

Sheri, alandscape architect, just
opened up her own nursery on
Horseshoe Bar Road in Loomis,
10 miles away from their property
in Lincoln.

The Flower Farm Nursery,
which will sell pumpkins in
October and Christmas trees in
December, is part of a business

» See FISCHER, page 12
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The maybes
of Mayfield

RESIDENTS HOPE TO
INFLUENCE DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSAL AT UPCOMING

HEARING

By Daniel DeBolt

Toll Brothers Inc., the develop-

ment firm soon will take a large
step towards building as many
as 578 more homes — and a few
more acres of park space — on the
26-acre site where there was once a
major shopping destination.

Next Tuesday, the city council
is holding a hearing on the May-
field Mall project. Neighbors of
the proposed development, who
don’t want it to happen without
some changes, say they plan to
make their presence known.

Their main complaint with
the current proposal concerns
traffic impacts: The fastest way
from the site to Highway 101 is to
go through the suburban streets
of Monta Loma Neighborhood.
Neighbors there also say plans to
build adequate parking under the
development have been thwarted
by findings that the water table
is closer to ground level than was
previously thought.

“Its really obvious [cars] are
going to overflow into our neigh-
borhood,” said Elna Tymes,
incoming president of the Monta
Loma Neighborhood Association.

At its June 27 meeting, the

If all goes according to plan for

» See MAYFIELD, page 7

Local Red Cross helps dozens of fire victims

FAMILIES FORCED OUT
OF HOMES DUE TO
LATHAM STREET BLAZE

By Chelsea Young

ighteen Mountain View
Efamilies remain without
permanent residence after
being forced out of their homes
by a June 16 fire in the Lexington
Apartments complex. Luckily, the
Palo Alto Area Chapter of the Red
Cross has managed to provide
relief for the victims.
The exact cause of the fire, which
started in one of the second-floor

kitchen areas of the apartments on
1970 Latham St., has not yet been
determined. The Mountain View
Fire Department was able to con-
trol the fire within 15 minutes of
the first call, which came ataround
5p.m.

Atotal of 47 residents, including
many young children, were dis-
placed from 20 units. Two of the
units were completely destroyed,
and on Friday the fire department
declared the 12 second-floor units
to be uninhabitable due to dam-
age from fire, smoke or water.

Red Cross volunteers arrived
at the scene about an hour after
the fire started. They distributed

vouchers for food, clothing and
basic household goods, accord-
ing to the residents’ needs, and
relocated some of the fire victims
to a nearby church for the night.

The Latham Street residents
now face the problem of where
to live until the apartments
become inhabitable again, which
will take as long as three months
for the second-floor units. Since
Tuesday night, the Red Cross
has made 19 rooms available in a
motel on El Camino. The Com-
munity Services Agency covered
the cost of those rooms through
the weekend.

According to Red Cross mem-

ber Tom Cascone, the Latham
Street fire called for the biggest
relief effort that the chapter had
seen in his 16 years as a volunteer.
The group is now working with
CSA to find longer-term housing
for the fire victims.

Those wishing to help can pro-
vide a night of lodging for one
family for $66, or for all 16 fami-
lies for $1,250. Donations can be
made online at www.paarc.org,
or mailed to 400 Mitchell Lane,
Palo Alto. Checks — with
“Mountain View Fire” written in
the memo line — should be
made out to the Palo Alto Area
Red Cross. @
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Why is this woman smiling?
It's because she likes her work!

+ As avolunteer driver for RoadRunners Avenidas,
she helps seniors get where they want to go.

+ Her rewards are ample: gratitude from the
senior riders, smiles, smiles and more smiles!

Call (650) 289-5425 z

to learn about how to become a volunteer driver. Avenidas

ew Roads for Older Adulis

www.avenidas.org

@ Foothill College. Find All You Need Right Here.

Recent
high school
graduates
College
students on
summer break
Career
professionals
preparing for an
advanced degree

Choose from a variety
of general education,
career development
and personal
enrichment classes.
Classes run just
six to eight weeks.
View course listings
online at
www.foothill.edu.

Register today. Classes start July 3.

FOOTHILL COLLEGE

12345 El Monte Road = Los Altos Hills, CA = 94022-4599
Upgrade. Advance.

www.foothill.edu
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Broadband bill has city
officials seeing red

By Jon Wiener

unicipal leaders from
Mountain View and
around California are up

in arms over an industry-backed
state bill that will override the
current cable franchise system and
reduce local control over telecom-
munication services.

The bill, called “The Digital
Infrastructure and Video Compe-
tition Act,” allows cable and tele-
phone companies to sign statewide
franchise agreements, bypassing
the local agencies they have dealt
with in the past. It passed the
Assembly without a dissenting
vote in late May and is now before
the Senate.

Phone companies aiming to
build broadband networks that
provide phone, Internet and cable
television services say the bill is
necessary to increase competi-
tion, help lower prices for sub-
scribers and ensure that networks
cover remote parts of the state. But
opponents say the bill could have
disastrous results reminiscent of
the 2000 electricity deregulation.

“How the state is going to be
doing this on a statewide basis
better than each community
makes no sense to us,” said city
manager Kevin Duggan. “It may
be more convenient for the large
telephone companies ... but it
doesn’t mean that it’s going to be
better for the local communities
and the people who live here.”

Under the current version of the
bill, cities would lose their authority
to require companies to make ser-
vices available to residents in every
area of the city or charge franchise
fees that help pay for commu-
nity television stations like KMVT.
Another provision requires cities
to respond to a proposal within 45
days, or else the company is free to
build it regardless.

According to one estimate in
the Sacramento Bee, telephone

companies like AT&T and Veri-
zon have already spent tens of
millions of dollars lobbying to
get the bill passed, an amount
indicative of the profits at stake.

“What people have to under-
stand is this bill is going to have a
tremendous impact on consum-
ers,” said Rebecca Elliot, local
representative of the League of
California Cities. The League of
Cities organization has teamed up
with cable companies in opposing
the bill.

Mountain View officials are
writing letters on a weekly basis
to state senators in order to voice
their concerns. One of their chief
concerns is a loss of funding
for KMVT, which still receives
more than $200,000 a year, plus
a $750,000 endowment, from the
franchise fees the city charges
Comcast.

Brian Szabo, KMVT’s executive
director, wrote in an e-mail to the
Voice that the legislation “is likely
to stifle a critical voice in local
communities across the state.”

“It is not an unreasonable con-
cept that media conglomerates
pay an infinitesimal fraction of
their net revenues to support one
of the last bastions of truly inde-
pendent, local speech,” Szabo
said.

Sally Lieber, the third-ranking
Democrat in the Assembly, said
that the concerns of cities have
already been addressed, and the
final version of the bill will be
more to their liking.

That’s an explanation that
doesn’t sit well with local officials.

“It’s incredibly complex, and it’s
going to have huge long-term con-
sequences,” said deputy city man-
ager Linda Forsberg, who manages
the cable contracts for the city.
“What we’re hearing is, ‘Oh, we can
fix this in just some rewrites. What
we think is we need a complete
overhaul of the bill, not just tinker-
ing with existing language.” @

Eshoo ‘nay’ on war resolution

Congresswoman Anna Eshoo,
who represents Mountain View,
has voted against a non-binding
resolution supporting the govern-
ment’s policy for the war in Iraq.

The resolution passed the
House of Representatives Friday
on a vote of 256-153.

A “yes” vote indicated support
for the government’s policy on an
open-ended engagement in Iraq
with no withdrawal date set for
American troops.

Speaking on the floor of the
House, Eshoo said, “Across this
magnificent country, almost two-
thirds of the American people, it

matters not where they live, what
their economic background is,
what their political affiliation is,
have now lost faith in the presi-
dent’s war in Iraq.”

“There is a difference between
Iraq and the war on terrorism,”
Eshoo said. “And some people in
the Congress, unlike people in the
country, do not want to acknowl-
edge that. So where are we today?
Our intelligence agency demoral-
ized, intelligence manipulated,
the American people ashamed of
what we are doing instead of being
proud.”

— Palo Alto Weekly
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MAYFIELD

» Continued from page 5

council will hear public comments
and vote on three things: a set of
guidelines to help the developer
draw up its plans (which will then
come back to the council for final
approval), rezoning the site for
residential development, and a
final environmental impact report
for the project.

The most contentious issue is
housing density. At the corner
of Central Expressway and San
Antonio Road, the proposed
buildings would be five stories
tall. Two-story town houses are
planned for the edges adjoining
the rest of the neighborhood.

Proponents of high-density
housing, like Vice Mayor Greg
Perry, say such plans are neces-
sary to accommodate the large
number of workers employed
here. Mountain View has 15,000
more vehicles commuting into
the city every morning than
leaving for jobs or destinations
elsewhere, Perry said. And the
project’s location near a train
station makes it ideal for high-
density housing, he said.

The planning commission has
recommended the higher density
option at 530 homes. On the Palo
Alto side of the site, 48 more homes
would be built for a total of 578.

For its part, the Monta Loma
Neighborhood Association wants
lower density to alleviate the sup-
posed traffic and parking prob-
lems. The group is now part of a
coalition of four different neigh-
borhood groups, and another has
shown interest in joining. So far
4,000 residents are represented in
the coalition.

Tymes said there has been so
much neighborhood activity
regarding the Mayfield project
that she received more than 400
e-mails from residents in one
weekend. She added that her
group is busy planning for the
June 27 meeting; among its strat-
egies, group members will coor-
dinate their comments so that
they are not repeating themselves
during the comment period.

Group’s influence
already felt

Neighbors have waged a unique
campaign around the project —
including drawing up their own
environmental impact report,
which they presented to the
environmental planning com-
mission.

“We did our own noise analy-
sis, we did our own traffic
studies, we did our own mea-
surements, population studies,
projections and superimposed
imaging,” Tymes said. “This isn’t
just garden-variety citizen hours.
This is the volunteer time of
people like attorneys, engineers,
professional planners and sound

engineers. People who for one
reason or another are involved in
this kind of work for a living.”
City planner Lynnie Melena
said the work has definitely had
an impact on how the precise
plan has come about, espe-
cially on the visible edges of the
development where things like
setbacks, building heights, unit
types and special design features
have taken neighbors’ remarks

‘Why doesn’t the
city use some of its
$9 million in park

funds and build

something there?’
ELNATYMES

into consideration.

Tymes said neighbors are not
against the project, but want to
ensure that their concerns are
heard — particularly, that new
residents of the development
won’t cut through the Monta
Loma neighborhood to get to
Highway 101.

The same issue had been
addressed in the past. Before

vacating the site in 2003, Hewlett
Packard took over the mall and
made it into corporate offices,
and told employees not to drive
through the neighborhood.
Besides density and traffic con-
cerns, neighbors say more park
space is needed, partly to relieve
the heavy use of the Monta Loma
Park for youth sports.
Developers are required to pro-
vide 3.2 acres of park space if 530
units of housing are built. Current
plans show that space divided into
two parks. Almost another half-
acre could be added if developers
and the city want to trade the
city-owned, northwest corner of
the site for more park space.
“Mayfield represents the last
bit of open space” Tymes said.
“Why doesn’t the city use some
of its $9 million in park funds
and build something there?”
There are 700 trees on the
Mayfield site, 535 of them on the
Mountain View side. Some of
them are large heritage trees. Toll
Brothers is expected to leave the
heritage trees alone as much as
possible, only applying for a
removal permit when absolutely
necessary. Each heritage tree
would have to be replaced by
several new trees. f

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

A.5.A.P.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED!

City of Mountain View

ADS.A. p.

A.-:Jsisting S$eniors inthe Arts Prugru.:lm

Would you like to help seniors in Mountain View?
A.S.AP.is a way you can significantly contribute
to your community and have fun at the same timel

A.5.AP.is an outreach volunteer service
designed to provide transpertation for Mountain
View seniors to attend theatre events at the
Mountain View Center for Performing Arts.

FREE tickets will be given fo
volunteer drivers and senior participants!

NEEDS YOUR
VOLUNTEER SERVICES ASAP!

For more information please call the Mountain
View Senior Center at (650) 903-6330

I
I
I
I
I

Is your
addiction

hurtmg

anyone?

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol
and other drugs. Our services are offered in a warm and caring
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals
gain control over their lives.

—Call today 1-800-997-5504
to schedule a fi-ee, confidential
assessment with one
of our Specialists.

sequoia
q CENTER
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES
650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 » www.sequoiacenter.com

The Sequoia Center is licensed through
the State of California to deliver:

© Medical Detoxification
 Quipatient Treatment (Day & Evening)
® Residential Treatment

o Integrated Behavioral Health
Programs /Partial Hospitalization
/Day Treatment

Photo Facial (IPL)
BOTOX® Treatment
Laser Hair Removal
Restylane® Treatment
Custom Facials
Microdermabrasion
Spider Vein Removal [S:!eruihﬁrupﬂ
Varicose Vein Surgery (EVLT) , —
COMPLIMENTARY cowsmr{nons

R e

Services include: -
Chemical Peels
ry
5399 Iy 5350

I Crystal-Free
BOTOXs ! Restylanes ? e
Par Area (20 unita] by DNE Syringe & Sostlony
| fxpkes /08 (1 Gxphes7id06 .i L L g i
rimi & ot = S ORI = P
50% Off '+ 30% Off '« 50% Off
Laser Hair Removal !

1
i} rockegeofs ,! Fhalo Facld

Custom Facials | 30% Off Packages of 5
Expires 7/31/06 by Expires 7/31/04
-

[Fist Troairmend Oy} 1
30% ON Packager ot 5 1)
Expires 7/31/04 _: 1
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For a Better Automotive Experience
— PO
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

SINCE 1963

Service
Excellence
With a
Personal
Touch

8| meeting you!

Attention Subaru Owners!

At Dean’s Automotive, we understand that most Subaru owners care
about having a vehicle that is worry-free and reliable.

We care, too.

And we back up our work with a 24,000 mile/24 month warranty
on parts and labor. When was the last t|me you were offered that kind
of guarantee at a dealership?

Call us at 650-961-0302 and
join the hundreds of other
Subaru owners who are happy
they did. We look forward to ﬁ

LocalNews

1 Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm

2037 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
www.deansautomotive.com

E = AAA-Approved  |Esmsisea:

Repair Facility

AUTONOTIVE
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

Camino Medical
Group (CMG) is
offering a free
health series
featuring a wide
variety of health-
related, timely
topics of interest to
you and your famil

Talks will be led
by CMG
physicians,

and are free and
open to the public.

Talks will be
televised on
KSUN-15, the city
of Sunnyvale’s local
cable channel.

All lectures will be
held 7-8 p.m.

Sunnyvale City Council
Chambers

456 W. Olive Ave.
Sunnyvale

To reserve your spot,
call 408-523-3295 or
visit caminomedical.org

For Your Health

Community Education Series

For Your Health

Community Education Series

Foot Health: Get Off on the Right Foot
Wednesday, June 28, 2006

Summer is just around the
corner and most people

are busy getting pedicures,
buying a new pair of
sandals or breaking out last
year's flip flops. If you
suffer from one of many

of many common foot problems
including bunions, hammertoes, heel
spurs or plantar fasciitis this might not
be your favorite time of year. However,
there are many options to help treat
common foot problems including
medication, corrective devices, therapy
or surgery.

Richard Jensen, D.P.M.

Learn about common foot problems,
prevention and new treatments. Tips for
buying footwear and inserts will also be
included in this useful presentation. Join
us in June for this informative lecture,
presented by Richard Jensen, D.P.M.,
board certified Podiatrist with Camino
Medical Group.

Coming next month, ...

Modern Drug Development
Wednesday, July 26, 2006

Presented by Steven Carlson, M.D.,
board certified Internist with Camino
Medical Group.

L%‘ Camino Medical Group

A Division of the Palo Alto Medical Foundation

Community Based, Not For Profit

With You. For Life.

BART still central
to VTA's plans

By Jon Wiener

( :ounty transit officials
approved a 30-year plan
ast week that they openly
acknowledged was “less than per-
fect.” Next up: figuring out how to
pay for it.

The Valley Transportation
Authority (VTA) is billions
short of what it needs to build
the projects called for under the
plan, including a BART exten-
sion to downtown San Jose, a
new light rail line to East San
Jose and a series of Caltrain
upgrades.

Officials had hoped county
Measure A, a proposed half-
cent sales tax on the June ballot,
would help make up the short-
fall. But voters soundly rejected
it, in part because of concerns
about the cost and feasibility of
BART.

“We don’t have all of the
answers,” said Forrest Williams,
a VTA board member and San
Jose City Council member, “But
we have individuals here who are
capable of coming up with cre-
ative ways of funding programs.”

VTA general manager Michael
Burns said that the 20 percent
funding shortfall is similar to
what the agency faced when sales
tax revenues declined following
the passage of 1996 Measures A
and B, a recently expired half-
cent sales tax.

The agency was able to deliver
most of the projects voters
approved under that measure,
including the new interchange
at Highways 85 and 101, and
Burns said he was optimistic
that partnerships with develop-
ers and additional funding from
the state would help bridge the
gap again.

But under aggressive ques-
tioning from Mountain View

Vice Mayor Greg Perry, Burns
admitted that of all the potential
funding sources, only a new sales
tax will even come close to gener-
ating enough revenue.

“It’s a very inconvenient ques-
tion where that $3 billion comes
from,” Perry told the Voice.
“There’s no question that they’ll
need one if not two more sales
taxes to finish it.”

Perry said that without a new
tax, the VTA will eventually
have to cut the project list or face
bankruptcy. In the meantime,
he wants the agency to stop
spending money designing the
BART project until it has enough
money lined up to pay for it.

In addition to BART and light
rail extensions, the plan also
includes nearly $1 billion in opera-
tional subsidies for bus and light
rail service throughout the county,
and $370 million for a “pavement
management fund” to supplement
city coffers.

Los Altos Hill Mayor Breene
Kerr said he was concerned that
the plan does not have enough
funding for Caltrain improve-
ments — including electrifica-
tion of the system and grade-
separated railroad crossings all
along the route, two prerequisites
for increased train service. A
grade separation project at Reng-
storff Avenue is estimated to cost
around $60 million.

Perry proposed transferring the
pothole repair money to Caltrain
improvements. But Cupertino
City Council Member Dolly San-
doval said the agency should keep
the pothole fund “in the interest
of fairness” to the suburbs in the
western part of the county, and
the proposal failed. @

E-mail Jon Wiener at
jwiener@my-voice.com
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VEGETARIAN
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For 10 years,

voted as “Best

' Place for

I_Vegeta_rians ”J

Under New Management

¢ LUNCH SPECIALS
¢ CATERING
¢ PARTY PLATTERS

¢ DELICIOUS ASIAN
VEGETARIAN
CUISINE

-

=

W

RESTAURANT

'1/2 OFF
'DINNER'

Purchase any dinner
and receive the 2nd
of equal or lesser
value at 50%!

One coupon per person.
Take out included.
Explres 6/30/06.
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1245 W. EL CaMINO REAL MOUNTAIN VIEW ® OPEN 7 DAYS
NEXT TO BASKIN ROBBINS ® 650-254-1688
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L U CI1I1ULE P A CKARD / CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

3% RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE TOUR
The first Friday of every month, join the staff at the Ronald McDonald House at 11:30 am
for an informative tour and lunch. Learn about the caring environment families and children

receiving treatment at Packard Children’s Hospital depend on while they are away from home.
Call (650) 470-6005 to reserve your spot.

- Friday, July 7 and August 4

9‘6 BECOMING GRANDPARENTS
Designed for new and expectant grandparents, this class examines the changes in labor and
delivery practices, the latest recommendations for infant care and the unique role of grandparents
in today’s society.

- Thursday, July 13

% BABY SAFE PROGRAM
Parents and other childcare providers will learn the techniques of infant CPR and obtain essential
information about environmental and transportation safety for newborns.

- Monday, July 17

* PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM
This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes healthy eating
and exercise habits for overweight children and their families. More than 80% of children achieve
long-term weight loss through this program — and parents lose weight too! The new session starts
soon, so call (650) 725-4424 to pre-register. Spaces are limited.

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDREN’S

HOSPITAL

CALL TODAY TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES (650) 723-4600
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$10 Off any facial

(New clients onlg)

* Eyelash Extensions ¢ Eyelash Perms e Body Wraps
¢ Eyelash/Brow Tinting * Peels e Facials

. Call for Appointments: Karen M. Felix, Esthetician
Sols‘hce 681 Calderon Ave., Mtn. View, CA 94041 « 408-375-5195
5 A L o n www.SolsticeSalon.com

S A L o N
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SLATER

» Continued from page 1

teacher moving to Monta Loma
School in the fall.

SWIM SUIT SEASON IS HERE.......
ARE YOU READY???

Professional Staff * Comfortable Atmosphere * Friendly * Clean

JOIN FOR

FREE!

*MUST JOIN FOR 1 YEAR
Pricing for New Members Only
Not Valid W/Any Other Membership

199 East Middlefield Rd.
Mountain View, CA

of Mountain View

Dominie f/'a/f( aoly and Maria Ha
taken on the tadku Staivs ix Oakin, Hawaii

Take a photo with the Mountain View Voice
on your next trip and email to
jblock@mv-voice.com or mail to
Postcards, P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042.
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bring this ad

in for a

FREE

WORKOUT!
Limit 2 per Ad.
Some restrictions apply

Phone: (650) 969-1783

www.theclubofmtnview.com
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“We built such friendships, such
a way of working here,” Topete
said.

Her second graders had mixed
feelings about leaving Slater
to move to their new schools.
Claudia Sanchez, 7, will head to
Monta Loma next year and said,
“My school is bigger. It’s like
high school. It’s this big,” as she
stretched her arms out as far as
they would go.

“I'm going to cry. I like this
school,” said second grader Alon-
dra Salazar, who will move to
Landels in the fall.

For fourth graders in Linda
Carrillo’s class, last Wednesday
was very emotional.

“I want to cry so bad,” said
red-eyed Heidi Melgar, who
will attend Landels next year.
“I thought they weren’t going to
close it. I thought we were going
to finish fifth grade here but I
guess we’re not.”

Carrillo said she’ll be sad to
leave the school where she began
her teaching career four years
ago.

“That is the tragedy for me,”
she said. “T feel so supported
here. T don’t think there will be
another place like Slater.”

Teachers and students are not
the only ones who will relocate in
the fall. Morning custodian Abe
Farias has worked at Slater for 19
years, and like the teachers, he’s
gotten to know many students and

will miss them.

Farias said he’s “excited but ner-
vous” about moving to Theuerkauf,
but he said, “T went to the school
and it’s nice. I like it.”

Throughout the school year,
Principal Nicki Smith, teachers
and parents planned activities
to prepare students for Slater’s
closure. The Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation funded a memory book
that has pictures of all students
and lists where everyone will be
next year. The school developed
a timeline of Slater’s history for
its 50th birthday and gave every
student a library book for their
new school.

Parent volunteers helped plant
a commemorative crabapple tree
while kids crowded around to
watch. The tree will have a plaque
that reads: “In honor of the Slater
community who called this school
‘Home’ from 1956 to 2006.”

At the end of the day, Smith
stood at the front of the school
while hoards of children
approached her to give her hugs,
notes and gifts.

After parting ways with her
students at noon on Wednes-
day, Smith said she thought the
school did a good job of easing
the transition for the kids.

“They’ll do fine wherever they
go and that’s what matters.”

But then, while holding back
tears, she said quietly, “But this
day is the hardest.” m

rincipal Nicki Smith will
Pleave the district to head a

charter school in East Palo
Alto, and Slater teachers already
know where they will move in
the fall.

Five teachers will go to Bubb
School, four to Landels, and
Huff, Theuerkauf and Monta
Loma will each receive one new
Slater teacher. Seven teachers
will shift to Castro School along
with the PACT (Parent-Child-
Teacher) program.

Due to Slater closing, the dis-
trict’s average elementary school
size will increase from 417 to
504, according to an enroll-
ment report given at the May
18 board meeting. Of Slater’s
364 students from the 2005-06
school who are not either leaving
the district or attending middle
school in the fall, 45 percent, or
135 students, will go to Landels;
32 percent to Castro; 7 percent to
Monta Loma, 6 percent to Bubb;
5 percent to Theuerkauf; and 3
percent to Huff.

This past year, the district
spent $25,000 on transition
costs, including moving expens-
es, planning for the transition,
and a celebration for Slater,

according to Chief Financial

Where will they go?

Officer Rebecca Wright.

But Wright said that with Slat-
er closed, the district will save a
yearly amount of $334,000
from the parcel tax and receive
$650,000 from Google each
year for the next five years while
the company leases the site.

One concern with Slater’s
closure has been transporting
neighborhood kids to their new
schools. The district will not
purchase additional buses, but
is currently working on design-
ing new routes, including two
more bus stops to the route at
Devonshire Park, at Devonshire
Avenue near Whisman Road,
and Creekside Park, at Easy
Street and Gladys Avenue.

“Were hoping we can oper-
ate smarter and manage to get
everybody on the buses without
having to add a bunch more
buses,” Wright said.

Also, the city will spend
$400,000 to improve the tricky
Whisman Road-Dana Street
intersections so kids can walk to
Landels safely, said Tim Ko,
assistant public works director
for the city. The project will be
completed by fall. @

— Molly Tanenbaum
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» Continued from page 1

gants could no longer stand in
the way of Foothill-De Anza
issuing its bonds and beginning
construction work on its many
renovation projects.

Katz, who could not be reached
for comment before press time,
had begun to express concerns
with Measure C long before it
passed.

The Wednesday morning after
Election Day, Foothill-De Anza
trustees held a special 10-minute
meeting to approve the issuance
of up to $300 million of the $491
million in general obligation
bonds approved with Measure C.
The district filed the validation
action that same day.

According to the districtis
lawyer, Sean Absher, the valida-
tion action will “ensure that the
bond process can go forward
without unexpected legal chal-
lenges.”

Stephen Deitsch, a public law-
yer with the Riverside firm Best,
Best and Krieger, which spe-
cializes in working with school
districts and other public enti-
ties, said validation actions are
not common practice, but can
be useful — particularly to let
bond holders know the bonds are

legitimate.

“It lends greater assurance,
and some would argue total
assurance, to the district and all
parties working with the district
that the financing is entirely
legal and appropriate,” he said.

If the validation action is suc-
cessful, Katz and other potential
litigants who wanted to challenge
Measure C bonds would not be
able to do so, Deitsch said.

Members of the public have
until July 17 to file with the
county court against the bonds.
Katz already indicated in a recent
e-mail to the districtis chancellor,
Martha Kanter, that he planned
to enter the validation action as
an interested party. He added
that if Foothill-De Anza failed to
act, Katz would take matters into
his own hands.

ilf the District chooses not to
bring such an action, then be
advised I am investigating the
feasibility of bringing such an
action of my own,i his June 14
e-mail read.

Kanter and members of the
board of trustees refused to com-
ment on the issue and asked that
legal questions be referred to the
San Francisco law firm Stradling,
Yocca, Carlson and Rauth. @

E-mail Molly Tanenbaum at
mtanenbaum @mv-voice.com

Mowuwntain View
FARMERS MARKET

Downtown Mouwuntoain View

Heirlpom varily Wodesto ”@aﬂ'&ads’

ﬁ‘ﬂn NELEDMOFE FARY S
28—;9#—0%{ orchard m %m:m
wi? be avaitable one more faxa/ay.

Don ¢ miss éﬂ./

Every Sunday, 9am-1pm, Year Round!
Downtown Mountain View

Beginning July 9th the market moves to the
Mountain View Caltrain Station parking lot
One block east on West Evelyn & Hope

Market Hotline: 800-806-FARM, www.CAFarmersMkts.com

il Star One has a

KNOCKOUT
COMBINATION

Access Plus Checking
-.50% APY"

* Free Online Banking & Touchtone
Teller Access
» Direct Deposit & Free Visa® Check Card
* Free Access to Star One Bill Pay’
* Unlimited Monthly Access at over 25,000

Surcharge-Free ATM’s and 2,000 Credit
Union Service Centers worldwide!

Money Market Savings

- 4.35% APY™"

* Only $50 Minimum Balance Needed

* Insured by the NCUA, an Agency of the
Federal Government

—

Put these to work
_I for you today at

1 « STAR ONE

CREDIT UNION

www.starone.org
(866) 543-5202 « (408) 543-5202

(lll([ comir lg SOON...
South San Jose
166 8th Ave. 10991 N. De Anza Blvd. 1090 Blossom Hill Rd.

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. Yields shown effective June 1, 2006, and subject to change without notice. .
1There is a $4 monthly fee to use Bill Pay from Star One. Members can recoup that monthly fee by waving the receipt of paper statements (-$2) and Sunnyvale Cuperflno
with Direct Deposit to their account (-$2). Other terms and conditions apply.

**$50 minimum opening deposit required to establish account. You must maintain a $50 minimum daily balance to earn stated APY. Subject to
Truth-In-Savings Disclosures and Fee Statement.
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» Continued from page 5

that the Fischers began with
another couple. It includes a bed
and breakfast, wedding center
and a spa, and will soon add a
coffee shop that Fischer plans to
build by hand this summer.

“T've done a lot of carpentry in
my years,” he said.

Though Fischer’s new busi-
ness card titles him “Owner/
Ambassador,” he says he just
wants to help his wife do what
she loves.

“It’s really her passion and her
business,” Fischer said.

Before he picks up the hammer
and nails to build the Flower
Farm Coffee House, he will take
a two-week vacation to Costa
Rica with his 16-year-old grand-
daughter, Alexis.

Personalized education

Above all else, Fischer says,
he’ll miss getting out of the
office during the school day to
visit high school campuses and
classes. Though his administra-
tive role kept him out of the
classroom for most of his career,
he enjoyed staying close to the
students.

“I can have as much connec-
tion with the kids as I want,” he
said. “The position [of super-
intendent] has the potential to
influence the direction of the
entire school district.”

As superintendent, Fischer
tried to implement what he calls
“personalization” of the educa-
tion of high school students
— coming up with new kinds of
learning environments to better

NICHOLAS WRIGHT
Rich Fischer

serve all students.

“How do we keep our high
schools from becoming large,
impersonal institutions?” he
said. “Every kid deserves to be
known by the school.”

One example of Fischer’s efforts
towards personalization is his
work to build a new campus for
the district’s continuation high
school, Alta Vista, so that the
students could move out of the
ramshackle classrooms behind
the district office. Students began
their second semester this Janu-
ary at their new campus on Bry-
ant Avenue.

Fischer also developed the idea
for Freestyle High, a “new acad-
emy of communication arts and
technology,” which will open in
the fall — at the old Alta Vista
site — with its first class of 64
juniors and seniors.

With a focus on preparing
students for careers of the
future, Freestyle will provide a

new type of educational setting
where students can hone their
video, graphic design and com-
puter skills. Construction has
already begun on the former
Alta Vista classrooms.

“We’re taking these crummy,
horrible buildings and turning
them into some cool spaces,”
Fischer said.

Though he’s moving from
Mountain View and leaving his
post, Fischer still plans to make
the occasional local appearance
for Rotary Club meetings and
poker games, in addition to help-
ing ease the transition with the
new high school superintendent,
Barry Groves.

Two big challenges

Groves comes to Mountain
View-Los Altos from his post as
superintendent of the Cambrian
School District in San Jose.

Mountain View-Los Altos has
two major challenges for Groves:
narrowing the achievement gap,
and “making sure the least advan-
taged kid gets as much value out
of the district as the most advan-
taged kid,” Fischer said.

“T'll always make myself avail-
able to him,” he said, adding,
“He’s got good instincts, so he’s
not going to need me.”

Fischer did say he will help
Groves represent Mountain View-
Los Altos’ interests at the county
level, particularly to speak about
the recently announced effort of
Los Altos Hills to form its own
K-8 school district.

“I'm happy to do that until I get
too moldy,” he said. @

E-mail Molly Tanenbaum at
mtanenbaum @my-voice.com

Castro gets new
principal, 200 students

By Molly Tanenbaum

ith Slater School closed,
Castro School will add
more than 200 new

kids and the parental involve-
ment program, PACT, in the fall.
It will also lose its principal, Carla
Tarazi.

Last week, the Mountain
View Whisman School District
announced that Carmen Mizell,
manager of student informa-
tion and technology at the
Sunnyvale School District, will
replace Tarazi to head Castro
and to attempt to bring unity to
the PACT and Dual Immersion
programs at the site, as well as to
raise test scores at a school that
has failed to meet federal targets
for three years in a row.

“We are so thrilled to find
someone with extensive experi-
ences and leadership skills,” said
Assistant Superintendent Mary
Lairon.

Mizell has worked in adminis-
tration for a decade and says she’s
eager to return to school.

“To me, there’s just something
about working with kids where
you can see growth and it comes
back to you tenfold,” Mizell said.
“I think I've made a really great
choice and ’'m happy they chose
me. It’s really where I feel I belong
and it’s where I can contribute the
most.”

Prior to managing attendance,
instructional technology and
graphics in Sunnyvale, Mizell

taught in myriad
environments,
including bilin-
gual,  year-
round kinder-
garten, English
as a second lan-
guage, middle
school migrant
programs and
gifted classes. She has taught in
Texas, New Mexico, Nevada and
California.

“First and foremost, I'm a
teacher at heart,” Mizell said.

Mizell grew up in a bilingual
household in Houston, Texas,
and is fluent in Spanish, which
she will use as principal of a
school with a large number of
children with Spanish-speaking
parents.

“‘I'm very proud of where I
came from, so I can give a good
perspective on what you can do
when you persevere,” she said.

Mountain View Whisman had
two principal vacancies this fall.
The district hired former Sac-
ramento-area principal Phyllis
DeMattos in early May to head
Landels and replace interim prin-
cipal Jerry Davis.

Tarazi will move with her family
to Manhattan, where her husband
accepted a job as an accountant.
Her last day was June 15. Mizell
will begin Aug. 7.

At the June 28 board meeting,
community members and Castro
families may meet Mizell at a
reception. i

Carmen Mizell

Schedule a FREE
Water-Wise House Call.

A specialist from the Santa Clara Valley
Water District will show you how to irrigate
more efficiently and help you save water,
energy and lower your utility bills.

Call 800.548.1882 today.

WWW.VALLEYWATER.ORG | Santa ClQrQVQ"eg

Save it while we’ve got It.

408.265.2600 | WE SEE WATER | WoterDistrich
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Good news on school budget

MV WHISMAN'S
INCOME GOING UP —
AT LEAST THIS YEAR

By Molly Tanenbaum

ith continuing income
from a parcel tax, addi-
tional revenue from

Google leasing Slater School,
and a promising state budget,
the Mountain View Whisman
School District is looking at a
solid fiscal year for 2006-07.

But in her presentation to
the school board last Thursday,
Chief Financial Officer Rebecca
Wright said that the increase
in state money per student for
the next school year may just
be one-time funding, and could
disappear in coming years due to
a slowing state economy.

In revenues, the elementary
school district will receive $1.6
million from the parcel tax
this year to be spent on smaller
classes, music, art, after-school
sports and other programs.

In addition, the Mountain
View Educational Foundation
raised $141,000, compared with
last year’s $120,000, and those
funds will also contribute to pro-
grams supported by the parcel
tax.

For the next five years, Moun-
tain View Whisman will also
receive about $650,000 per year in
rent from Google

However, like other districts
throughout the state, Mountain
View Whisman continues to
face declining enrollment, and
Wright projects a drop from
4,227 students this past year
to 4,176 next year. This dip in
students will bring in less of the
per-student state funds.

Wright could not predict
whether this decrease in students
will continue.

“Have we reached bottom and
will begin slowly increasing, or
do we have one more year to go
down?” she asked.

Wright and board trustees
also worry that this rise in state
aid could be one-time funding
proposed by the governor to
support specific programs such
as arts and music, preschool
and technology infrastructure
instead of general use. If 2007
funding dips due to a slowing
state economy, school districts
could be forced to cut programs
that they were asked to start just
the year before, said board vice
president Fiona Walter.

“Per kid, we're up. But it’s still
a huge concern as far as start-
ing new programs on one-time
money,” she said.

Though school finances look
good for at least the next school
year, Wright said two major
concerns remain: the increas-
ing cost of health insurance
premiums and the cost of spe-

cial education.

for the company’s Wright  said
use of the closed ‘It’s still a huge that, while state
Slater School as revenue per stu-
a childcare and concern as far dent has yet to
preschool site. . double  since
The most prom- as Startlng new 1988, health care
ising aspect of the premiums have
200g6-07 bud- programs on quadrupled.
get, according to _ {1 ’ Special educa-
Wright, comes one-time money' tion costs have
from Sacramento, FIONA WALTER, doubled in the
although the state BOARD VICE PRESIDENT past four vyears,
budget has not yet pushing the total

been approved.

But the proposed budget for the
coming year allows for a 5.92
percent cost-of-living adjust-
ment, the highest in two decades,
Wright said. And better yet, the
budget reduces the deficit factor
to zero — something educa-
tors were hoping for when Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger pro-
posed his budget in January.

“We're finally getting some
support from the state,” Wright
said.

In addition to the improved
cost-of-living adjustment, the
state also upped per-student
funding for revenue limit dis-
tricts like Mountain View Whis-
man by $339.66 from last year,
bringing the total to $5,301.72
per student for the coming
school year.

paid by the dis-
trict to around $2.5 million for
the 2006-07 school year, up from
$2.3 million last year.

Wright noted that this year’s
budget does not include salary
increases for staff, nor does it
include a cost-of-living adjust-
ment in employee salaries,
because salary negotiations are
still under way. However, a 1
percent salary increase for all
employees in the district would
add up to about $210,000, she
said.

The Mountain View Whis-
man Board of Trustees is
expected to adopt the budget
for 2006-07 at its next meeting
on June 28. @

E-mail Molly Tanenbaum at
mtanenbaum @mv-voice.com
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Baseball squad outsized in its league

LOS ALTOS
BUMPED BACK UP
AFTER DOMINATING
LOWER DIVISION

By Justin Bull

os Altos overpowered the
Lopposition in the 2006 sea-

son en route to the El
Camino Division Championship.
Los Altos ended its season with an
18-6-2 record, and several of those
wins were the result of late inning,
come-from-behind victories.

“We played overall good base-
ball,” said head coach Sandy
Wihtol, “These guys never gave
up.

The Eagles also earned a bid in
the Division IT CCS tournament as
the No. 4 seed. They defeated Santa
Cruz in Round One but would
lose to Monterey in the following
round.

Los Altos was moved down to
the lower El Camino Division
after a last-place finish in the
De Anza Division last year. Due
to the team’s sweeping success
in 2006, they will return to the
upper division next season.

Wihtol attributed the Eagles’
domination to the “Good all-
around assortment of players.”
The team was led by senior center
fielder Mike Peterson and junior
catcher Kellen McColl. Peterson
started four years for the var-
sity team, while McColl won the

MVP award for the El Camino
Division.

This Los Altos team is com-
prised mostly of young players,
with Peterson the only one Wihtol
will lose to graduation. Juniors
Isaac Wilhelm, Kyle Tachibana
and Devin Matthews and sopho-
more closer Eric Johnson will all
play key roles as the team looks to
contend amongst tougher compe-
tition next season.

ST. FRANCIS
FINISHES FOURTH

The Lancers played solid base-
ball in 2006, finishing in fourth
place in the West Catholic Athlet-
ic League with a 17-11-2 record.

The team advanced to the sec-
ond round of CCS. After defeating
Leigh in Round One, the Lancers
were eliminated by Serra High
School, the same team that took
down Mountain View four days
earlier. Bellarmine College Prep
was the eventual CCS champion.

“They weren’t necessarily flashy,”
athletic director Michael Pilawski
said of the St. Francis boys, “but
they had great leadership and great
comradery among the kids.”

Two of those leaders included
catcher Alex Dreyfuss and pitch-
er Tim Busbin, both seniors and
both named first-team all-leagu-
ers. UC Davis-bound Dreyfuss
was also selected for the all-CCS
team and lead the league with a
.581 batting average.

The Los Altos High School baseball team

One of the highlights of the
Lancer season came in the semi-
finals of the WCAL tournament,
where they overcame a five run
deficit in the seventh and final
inning to win 9-8 against Bellar-
mine. Pilawski said of the come-
from-behind victory, “It was one of
those games where you say ‘This is
what this team is all about.”

Coaching the St. Francis base-
ball team next year will be former
Santa Clara University Assistant
Coach Mike Oakland. Oakland
has over 10 years of coaching
experience, as well as eight as a
collegiate and professional ath-
lete. After a stellar college career
at California Polytechnic State
University, Oakland was drafted

Softballers stepping up

ST. FRANCIS FINISHED
FIFTH AMID TOUGH
COMPETITION

By Justin Bull

softball this spring, going

14-12 in the regular season
and taking fifth place in the West
Catholic Athletic League. They
made it to the second round of
CCS, defeating Pioneer in Round
One and eventually losing to Pre-
sentation 4-1.

One of the Lancers’ top hurlers,
Junior Lindsay O’Hearn, went
down early in the season with a
shoulder injury, but others pitched
well in her absence.

“Laurel Thompson

St. Francis played respectable

really

stepped up,” athletic director Mike
Pilawski said. “Pitching in the
CCS game; she was unbelievable.”
Thompson took second-team all-
league honors this year as a mere
freshman.

Other leaders for the Lancer girls
were senior center fielder Sarah
Kamenski, a first-team all-leaguer,
and junior catcher Jen Luders.
Luders also earned a second-
team all-league award along with
Thompson.

LOS ALTOS LOOKING
TO NEXT SEASON

The Los Altos softballers had a
tough 2006 season, finishing with
a 3-20 record in the El Camino
division. Coach Bernie Quintero
felt that their disparaging record
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looks deceiving because, he said,
“We lost 15 one-run games.”

The Eagles had a handful of
stars despite their losing cam-
paign, such as sophomore short-
stop Emily Galli and junior
catcher Tessa Villasenor. Galli
earned first-team all-league hon-
ors at season’s end.

“I'm working with the pitchers
this summer,” said Quintero, who
coaches a softball camp in the off-
season. The Eagles’ head coach is
confident that next year will yield
better results.

MOUNTAIN VIEW
ACHIEVED CCS

The Spartan girls appeared in
the Division II CCS softball tour-
nament in 2006, earning a No. 11
seed after a 15-12 regular season.
They didn’t advance past Round
One, however, losing to Live Oak
by a score of 10-0. @

by Colorado and spent four years
in the Rockies organization.

MOUNTAIN VIEW ENDS
SEASON COACHLESS

Mountain View High School
wrapped up its baseball sea-
son with a 9-15 regular season
record. Led by their All-Ameri-
can lefty hurler Joe Hatasaki,
the Spartans managed to squeak
into the CCS Division I tourna-
ment as the No. 16 seed, but were
quickly defeated on the road by
No. 1 Serra High School.

Mountain View endured tur-
moil near the end of the season
when head coach Ray McDonald
had a verbal altercation with

Hatasaki, and an alleged shov-
ing match with another athlete.
The dispute led to the postseason
suspension of McDonald, who
resigned soon after.

This marked the third straight
year of new coaches for MVHS
baseball, and it appears that the
pattern will continue in 2007.
The struggles of the Spartan
baseball program could be par-
tially attributed to its coaching
inconsistency, and hopefully
Mountain View will be able to
sign a talented leader for the long
term rather than another annual
substitute. @

E-mail the sports desk at
sports@my-voice.com

Jolly season for volleyball

ST. FRANCIS TO RETURN
WITH A YOUNG TEAM

The volleyball program at St.
Francis continued improving this
spring, as the Lancer boys com-
piled a 24-13 record and placed
third in the WCAL.

Led by senior first-team all-
league stars Brett Neylan and Brad
Sullivan, St. Francis moved to the
first round of CCS before losing to
Sacred Heart Cathedral.

All season long it was typical for
five of the six Lancers on the court
to be seniors, which will account
for a team of new faces next year.
Junior Tan Right and sophomore
Max Schneider will be key players
for the 2007 squad.

Although St. Francis will lose
several players to graduation, ath-
letic director Michael Pilawski says
he’s confident next year’s team will
be equally strong.

“The JV team went undefeated

this year,” he said, “T'm extremely
excited about the future here.”

MOUNTAIN VIEW SQUAD
EYES NEXT YEAR'S CCS

The boys volleyball team at
Mountain View High School had
a solid spring season, finishing
third in the El Camino division
with a 20-11 record and making
abrief appearance in Round One
of the CCS tournament.

Coach Andrew Girshfeld says the
Spartans will advance much farther
into CCS in the 2007 season.

“I believe that next year they’ll
do much better than this year,”
said Girshfeld. “Our players have a
lot of potential.”

Senior Prashant Rai helped
lead the young Spartan team,
and juniors John Fisher and Lev
Girshfeld provided talent that will
return to the court next season.

— Justin Bull
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No need to keep
hangar bids secret

he ongoing battle to save Hangar One, the giant land-

mark on Moffett Field, took a turn for the worse last

week when the Navy said it would not make public the
cost estimates to either demolish or save the structure before a
decision is reached.

This means that the Navy will decide the fate of Hangar One
before the public even gets to weigh in on the decision. Given its
demonstrable interest in tearing down this icon, can we trust the
Navy to make a fair decision?

We say that because a leaked

2003 study by NASA that Can we trust the

includes a detailed look at the Navy to make a fair

demolition and cleanup alterna- ..
decision?

tives showed each option costing
close to $30 million, compared
to the Navy’s $12 million demo-
lotion estimate. Navy spokesman Rick Weissenborn said the
lower estimate was not the result of a detailed study, and that he
expected the current bidding process to reveal better informa-
tion.

We’ll have to take his word for it, whatever information is pro-
duced in the new bids will not be made public.

The Navy’s plan to keep the bids secret reminds us of Joseph
Heller’s famous book, “Catch 22,” which describes a process that
allowed the World War II military to win every encounter with
its soldiers and officers.

In the Hangar One case, the Navy is offering to cooperate with
the foes of demolition, but in the same breath explains that once
a decision is made to take down (or repair) the structure, the
public will be facing a fait accompli.

By keeping the decision secret, the Navy could block a
chance for the dedicated group of Hangar One supporters to
raise enough money to make up the difference if the cost of
tearing down the hangar is less than restoring it for future
generations.

The hangar’s historic significance alone should be enough to
save it from the wrecking ball. It was built in the 1930s specifi-
cally to house the U.S.S. Macon, a dirigible that crashed just a
few months after it arrived at Moffett Field. Since then, it has
housed thousands of aircraft in its colossal enclosure, which cov-
ers an area the size of four football fields.

We urge the Navy to reconsider its decision to keep the Hangar
One bids secret. The Navy has said it cannot reveal details of its
bids until a winner is selected. But there is no need to reveal such
details. All Hangar One supporters need is bid totals, so they can
determine the difference between them.

The Navy should do everything it can to give supporters
a shot at saving the fabled structure. It makes no sense to
adhere to such a “Catch 22” policy in this situation, which
could result in the loss of a landmark that has stood on Mof-
fett Field for nearly 80 years.

B LETTERS
VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

OPEN SPACE PLAN CALLS
FOR SAVING FARM

Editor:

I was very interested to see
Robin Iwai’s opinion on pre-
serving some part of the Grant
Road farm in last week’s Moun-
tain View Voice (“Pumpkin
Patch preservation possible,”
June 16). I think the main issue
gets lost in the noise.

The City of Mountain View
Open Space Plan (available
online at the city’s Web site)
states that “With limited
vacant land left, the City needs
to work with others (gov-
ernmental agencies, private
owners, businesses) to enable
shared use of park and open
space resources. Whatever
remains of our agricultural
past is especially important in
this context” (page 25).

Also, it states that “Where
possible, the City should sup-
port efforts by other agencies,
private organizations or non-
profits to preserve agricultural
lands if they become avail-
able. Some possible methods
of preservation are long-term
conservation easements, dona-
tions by property owners,
partnerships with private or

public agencies, formation of
a nonprofit organization and
partial acquisitions” (page 23).

Now is the time to put con-
siderable thought into what
this land will become — the
owners are ready to sell and
the city council has its man-
date from the Open Space
Plan to preserve and protect
the traces of our heritage and
open land.

Land passes from generation
to generation, whether it is
sold or not. I hope that we pass
on a Mountain View full of
rich community participation
and thoughtfully designed
land use to our children.

Peggy Aoki
St. Giles Lane

IS ANYONE LOOKING
OUT FOR OPEN SPACE?

Editor:

I recently attended a city
council meeting because I was
curious about development
plans for the Grant Road Farm/
Pumpkin Patch property.

The issue up for discussion
was whether or not to consider
rezoning that property so that

» See LETTERS, page 16
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LETTERS

» Continued from page 15

the lots could be slightly smaller
and some of the land could
potentially be preserved as open
space. Many council members
seemed to be against this idea
for various reasons, and spoke
proudly of defending property
owners’ rights.

This is all well and good. My
family and I are 15-year proper-
ty owners here and we definitely
appreciate the regulations that
protect our rights. But who on
the council is standing up for
the preservation of open space?
Who is thinking about the qual-
ity of life and beauty of our city?
That night at the council meet-
ing, I heard many references
to encouraging the “growth”
of Mountain View, bringing in
more business revenue, and wel-
coming development.

We are so very fortunate that
our forefathers in the Bay Area
had the insight long ago to
protect large expanses of land
from development. This is what
makes the Bay Area unique. Is
Mountain View espousing that
vision? Am I the only one who
doesn’t want Mountain View to
get more urban?

Christine Crimaldi
Carmelita Drive

IN SOLIDARITY WITH
THE GAY PRIDE PARADE
Editor:

All day on June 4, while on

vacation, I wore my T-shirt
from Foothills Congregational

Church, United Church of
Christ, in Los Altos. In this way
I joined, in spirit at least, our
clergy and fellow members who
walked in the Gay-Straight Alli-
ance Parade in downtown Los
Altos that day.

What better way to dem-
onstrate our church’s invita-
tion, not just to gays, that says:
“Whoever you are and wherever
you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome here.”

My concern for understand-
ing how gays themselves look
at their sexuality, their families
and communities comes from
a family situation. I have a
nephew in England who grew
up in a conservative suburb,
attended a conservative church
and had controlling parents.
As the years and events in his
life passed, it became obvious
that he must have been unsure
about his sexuality — and had
no one he could talk to. Now,
at age 50 — after a failed mar-
riage, two attempts at suicide
and some rejected psychiatric
treatment — he still has major
emotional and relationship
problems.

I thank God for the Gay-
Straight Alliance, for PFLAG,
(Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbian and Gays),
for enlightened supporters
of gays in our communities,
and for progressive churches
and their members who try
to take to heart the Biblical
instruction (Lev.19:18) “... but
thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself.”

Ruth Polata
Sylvan Avenue
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B RESTAURANT REVIEW
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Shoppers’ sanctuary

BABBO'S PROVIDES GOOD FOOD, PEACEFUL AMBIANCE
AMID BUSTLE OF STANFORD SHOPPING CENTER

By Dale F. Bentson

aulette and Laszlo Fono
Pgot into the restaurant
business by chance. Fleeing
their native Hungary during the
ill-fated 1956 political revolution,
the couple hopscotched across
the globe, eventually landing in
Vail, Colo., teaching skiing and
cooking. “Nobody knew how to
cook back then,” said Paulette.
A few years later they settled
in San Francisco and opened
the Magic Pan, a restaurant
specializing in crepes. Paulette
authored the “Crepe Cook-
book” in 1969; it’s now out of
print. After selling the Magic
Pan to Quaker Oats a few years
later, the couple opened the

highly regarded Paprikas Fono
at Ghirardelli Square. (It has
since closed.)

Still well-known in the industry,
Paulette was quoted last week in
the New York Times Fitness and
Nutritional Health section in an
article about chicken soups around
the world.

In 1982, the Fonos turned
their attention to Palo Alto and
opened the still-operating Bravo
Fono in the Stanford Shopping
Center. In 1989 they opened
Babbo’s (Italian for daddy or
father) nearby in the center, in
the street market area next to
Oakville Grocery. Starting as a
pizzeria, the venture segued into

» See BABBO'S, page 18

ADAM HEYMAN
The tuna grilled nicoise at Babbo's at Stanford Shopping Center.

Cafe@Mercury

COME TRY OUR
AUTHENTIC TAQUERIA
DAILY GRILL & ROTISSERIE
FEATURES
MADE-TO-ORDER DELI
FRESH SALAD BAR

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
7:00AM — 1:30PM

MONDAY — FRIDAY

468 ELLIS STREET
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94043

TEL: 650-603-5063

i BRING A FRIEND i
i TO LUNCH... |
; SECOND PERSON ;
; DINES FOR FREE ;

VALUE NOT TO EXCEED $6

Cafe@Mercury

E € o fE

THE VOICE
I Chinese Cuisine
O “This could become a
THE VOICE favorite lunch spot with its

huge bowls of fresh noodles
and generous plates.”

05 —MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE FAIRTRADE COFFEES
Free Rotatin
Entire Menu Available for Take Out Wireless  Art Gallegry

Private Party Dining Room e Catering Available for Parties
Free Delivery w/Catering ¢ All Credit Cards Accepted
T: 650.960.1677 F: 650.960.8177
743 W. Dana St. Mountain View

Monday - Saturday 7:30am-7:00pm
Closed Sunday except for special events
Hours subject to change with notice

325 State Street Los Altos 650-941-4756
www.mre-coffee.com

Terrific
Tasting
Teriyaki

Each meal includes your
“choice of Beef, Pork or
hicken Teriyaki (#1-4), -

Rice, Chicken Salad 2 n
& iﬂegu!ur Soft Drink. =

HappiHouse

Mountain View e San Jose ¢ Fremont ¢ Milpitas © 408-244-0665

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 7/2/06. No Internet Coupons Mountain View.
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THE VOICE

For the

7th consecutive year.

@cover the exotic and fascinating taste of

Thai cuisine nestled in the heart of Silicon Valley

Thaii Guisine;

K ¥kk Vs
San Jose

Mercury News,

174 Castro Street, Mountain View
Tel. 650-988-9323 Fax. 650-966-8309

4300 Great America Parkway #180, Santa Clara
Tel. 408-988-2982 Fax. 408-988-4292

5205 Prospect Road #110, West San Jose
Tel. 408-253-8424 Fax. 408-253-8833

Gilfix &
La Poll ;‘;

Associates, LLP

Experts in Trusts, Tax Planning
and Asset Preservation

Founded in 1983, we are
experts in the field of elder law
and estate planning.We have

given peace of mind to
thousands of individuals.

DON’T DELAY
650.493.8070

2300 Geng Road, Suite 200
Palo Alto, CA 94303

american

Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real,
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs

in a Row. Beautiful Outside

Patio Dining.

Henry’s Prime Steakhouse
888 El Camino Real

Menlo Park 650/323-7600
Check Out Our New Menu Featuring
Prime & Niman Ranch Steaks, Fresh
Seafood & Prime Rib. Open for dinner
every day at 5:00.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy.

Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch
9 years in a row!

Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road,
on the corner of El Gamino,

Los Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

Golden Wok

895 Villa St., Mtn. View.
Distinctive Chinese Cuisine
Dim Sum Daily 10-3

Open Daily 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Delivery/Take-Out (Daily)

Now Online Order Available
www.goldenwokusa.com

By phone: 650/964-2222

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive,
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888

(Inside San Antonio Center)

Voted Best Noodle House in
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.
Prices starting at $3.75. See Coupon.

Sufi Coffee Shop
815 W. El Camino Real,
Mtn. View. 650/962-9923

Sufi books and journals; Drip coffee;
mochas. Cozy gazebo garden
7a.m. - 10p.m. daily

E; If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TowN please call Judie Block at the Voice at 964-6300 ;

Chez TJ
938 Villa Street,
Mtn. View. 650/964-7466

“Outrageously good” New French-
American fare “in a charming little
Victorian house” — Zagat 2003.

Le Petit Bistro

1405 W. El Camino Real,
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321

Casual and cozy French
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican

Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Guisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd.,

Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner.
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525

Fresh Lime Margaritas, 200+ Tequilas,
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364

The best Mole Poblano and Margaritas
in town.
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BABBO'S

» Continued from page 17

broader Mediterranean fare over
time.

Between Babbo’s and Bravo
Fono, almost everything is made
in-house and shuttled between
the two eateries.

The Fonos maintain a large
garden on their one-acre property
nearby and grow all of the herbs,
many of the vegetables and some of
the fruit used in their restaurants.

“We use Hungarian seeds for
our onions, tomatoes, peppers,
arugula and herbs,” Paulette
said. “And we have the most
wonderful lemon trees that we
make fresh lemonade with. It’s
very tart and everyone loves it.”

Laszlo stockpiles almond wood
and twice weekly transports
large bundles to Babbo’s for use
in the wood-burning oven that
was built in Italy.

On my recent visits, the food
was uniformly good with ample
portions. The service alternated
between adequate and so-so, and
the prices, while not overly high,
did reflect the high cost of rent in
a major shopping center.

There is seating both indoors
and outside. Umbrella-covered
tables out front soften sun-
drenched days and allow for
maximum people-watching.

Inside, the mood is subdued,
with contemporary lighting, bare
wood tables, rattan bistro chairs
and a rose-and-green upholstered
banquette that runs along one
side and the back wall. Mirrors
and prints abound that reminded
me of Joan MirU, the Spanish sur-
realist painter and sculptor.

On one occasion, I was served
delicious fresh focaccia while
scanning the menu. On two
other occasions, I was served
nothing, not even a glass of
water, until after I had ordered.

Overall, service was generally
prompt, although I had lengthy
waits for desserts to arrive. On
one visit, when the restaurant was
nearly empty, the main course
arrived when I was scarcely half-
way through my first course. The
waiter, instead of taking it back to
the kitchen, wedged another large
dish onto my small table and left. It
was a feat that I didn’t accidentally
knock half the dishes to the floor.

The inside of
Babbo’s is long
and narrow,
with a relaxing
atmosphere.

ADAM HEYMAN

For starters, the mussels ($9.95)
had been roasted in the wood-fired
oven and were plump and deli-
cious. The fresh herbs, chopped
tomato, garlic and white wine
added zest to the tasty bivalves.

I liked the Tuscan soup ($7.25)
that was loaded with fresh veg-
etables. The deep mini tureen
was topped with a squiggle of
pesto and came with a thick slice
of focaccia.

Smoked salmon ($12.95) proved
to be nothing special, even though
the fish was smoked by a small
vendor in Emeryville. The creme
fraiche that accompanied was
tangy. The satisfying prawns bro-
chette ($11.95) were skewered and
served atop fresh greens with a
hunk of toast smeared with tap-
enade (olive paste).

Pizza Positano ($15.95) was
laden with fresh imported moz-
zarella slices, roasted eggplant,
tomato and black olives. The crust
was thin and crisp and the balance
of ingredients to crust was well
proportioned. It was an enticing
pizza. Babbo’s offers more than
a dozen versions of pizza, all pre-
pared in the wood-burning oven.

I loved the Moroccan lamb
tagine ($17.95). Tagine is both
the name of the cooking vessel
and of the recipes themselves. A
conical lid provides the enclosure
that makes vessel act like an oven.
Traditionally, tagines are used by
nomads as portable ovens heated
over charcoal braziers. The low,
indirect heat produces a rich,
fragrant flavor as the food slowly
cooks.

At Babbo’s, the tagine was rich
with lamb cubes that had been
braised and simmered with cum-
in, paprika, honey, olives and
prunes. Served with couscous,
the stew was scented, opulent and
satisfying.

Also enjoyable was the lamb
ragout pasta ($17.95). Here, the
cubes of lamb were braised with
garlic, rosemary and thyme and
served atop broad pappardelle
noodles.

The house-made spinach tor-
tellini verdi ($15.50) was stuffed
with minced veal and chicken and
dressed in a light cream sauce. The
plump filled pasta were just chewy
enough without being tough.

Chicken al limon ($17.95) were
flattened breasts of chicken sau-
teed with lemon, white wine,
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M DININGNOTES

BABBO'S

717 Stanford Shopping Center,
Palo Alto
(650) 321-1488

Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Reservations (%
Credit Cards (&
Alcohol &
Highchairs (%
Banquet @
Outdoor Seating (%
Noise Level moderate
Bathroom Cleanliness fair
Parking mall lots

herbs, black olives and capers. The
generous portion was served with
a broiled tomato and zucchini
skewer and potatoes lyonnaise.

Grilled tuna nicoise ($18.95) fea-
tured ahi tuna blanketed in a lus-
cious beurre blanc and black olive
tapenade sauce. The pungent sauce
worked nicely with the meaty rich
tuna. I hankered for a hunk of
baguette to scoop up the residual
sauce. Alas, there was none.

The desserts are made in-house
and include gelatos and sorbets.
The baked lemon tart ($4.95)
was tasty and not overly filling.
Pear-almond tart ($5.95) had
almond cream baked with fresh
poached pear and was topped
with a dollop of whipped cream.
It was light enough not to slow

L@m}a
p@@i@l

World Cup
DOCCer

All Games Live.
1stgame
Friday June 9th @ 9AM.
No Cover.
Breakfast Served
Watch Giants, A's,
NBA Playoffs, NFL is Coming.

DANCE FLOOR

FULL MENU
Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

650.961.1992

down your afternoon.

The tiramisu ($6.50) was dif-
ferent than I expected. It was not
made with ladyfingers, but with
a more traditional cake soaked
in espresso and layered with
mascarpone cheese with splashes
of Kahlua and Marsala wine.
Instead of whipped cream, it was
topped with cocoa powder. It was

OK, but lacked the creaminess I
had hoped for.

Bread pudding ($6.50) was
the best of the desserts. It was
made from brioche and baked
with raisins and orange rind. The
thick vanilla sauce that coated the
pudding was so luscious I nearly
licked the dish to get every drop.

The wine list is adequate, with
more than 50 selections, primar-
ily from California and Italy.
Prices are reasonable but, surpris-
ingly, there are only eight wines
available by the glass, although a
dozen are offered in half bottles.
There are aperitifs, Champagnes
and beers to choose from in addi-
tion to the tart fresh lemonade.

Babbo’s has all the ingredients
for a fine dining experience. The
food is very good, the ambiance is
inviting and the prices and por-
tions are reasonable. The pacing
of meals and a more exacting eye
to service details would greatly
enhance the experience. @

WE CATERTO
BANQUETS

SZECHUAN RESTAURANT

“Best Chinese food in town!” —

Lunch: M-F 11:15am to 2:30pm; Sat-Sun 11:30am to 2:30pm
Dinner: Sun-Thurs 5:00pm to 9:30pm; Fri-Sat 5:30pm to 9:45pm

FREE DELIVERY!!!

Within 3 miles, with
minimum $20.00 purchase.
(Does not include tax.)

S.F. Chronicle

We are open every day! Fax in your order!
134 Castro Street, Mountain View
tel: 650.964.8881 ® fax: 650.964.8959

TiED HOUSE CAFE & BREWERY

South Bay’s
Original
Microbrewery

Happy Hour:
Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm
Saturdays—

9pm - close

Your Place for:

Garden Patio Dining

Eight Microbrews
on Tap

Fresh Beer To Go
Corporate Parties

Catering

“Best California Cuisine”

in Mountain View

Check out our menu online @
www.tiedhouse.com

Live Music Every 3rd Saturday

Open Daily: M-Th & Sat 11:30-10:00,
F 11:30-11:00 & Sun 11:30-9:30
(650) 965-BREW 954 Villa St. Mountain View

cascal

spirited pan-lain cuisine

%@% Wﬁj “Best Busiwess Luveh”

Thank you MV Volee readers
for once agaln selecting cascal
as one of your favorite

restaurantsl

DAILY FROM 11:30 A.Mm.

Jom us as we celevbvate
summer while Aining
‘al fresco” om our heated,
pet Briendly patio. Evjoy!

R 400 CasTRO ST. MOUNTAIN VIEW
; TO RESERVE CALL 650-940-9500 or VISIT '
OUR WEBSITE AT: CASCALRESTAURANT.COM

Visit our contest display at any

Le Boulanger bakery/cafe. Complete
an entry form and we'll give you a gift
just for participating, Who knows -
you may win 3 nights for two at the
Paris Hotel in Las Vegas (including air,
shows) or other fabulous prizes.

Recipes must be received no later than August 25th, 2006
at any Le Boulanger bakery/cafe.

17 Locations

Los Altos - San Jose (7) - San Mateo « Campbell
Los Gatos + Mountain View « Redwood City
Cupertino + Mertlo Park + San Carlos  Sunnyvale

4z B A [ I
MVV

Expires August 31 2006
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Featurinq nIy the finest in fresh fods, hrepared daily
in our kitchen, for your discerning tastes.

Castro's Mediterranean gem - Vaso Azzurro - January 31,2003 - Mountain View Voice
AN : :
JASUALIURRORISTORANIE
108 Castro Street, Mountain View - 650-940-1717

Open: Monday-Saturday 11-2 and Monday-Sunday 4-10
WWW.Vasoazzurro.com

Weekend

e CHILDREN'S
HEALTHCoUNCIL

L ..{.;-._. /:(. L2 .).._I_g.__.-

. “Make Me Smile”

PRESENTING SPOMNSORS Headliner: Sca's Candies, In
Venie: Guiant F faticer, Mes et o HEl F
CORPORATE SPONSORS Center Stage: Focoalrt Ventu

Spotlight: Locknesd Marts ©

Braveo: Adaptec, | Bérghuam MoCubchan LLP, DLA Piper Audnick Groy Cary US LLF

SPECIAL THANKS CBS5 -

A iy BARGA

See’s GUIGANT  NETJETS'

CANDIES sgnd Wil Fomndaiben FOUNDATION
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B MOVIETIMES

A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION (PG-13) #%1/2
Century 12: 11:30 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40 & 7:15 p.m.;
Fri.-Mon. also at 10:05 p.m.
Guild: 4:15, 7 & 9:40 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 11:15 a.m. & 1:45 p.m.

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH (PG) # % #1/2
Palo Alto Square: 2, 3, 4:25, 5:25, 7, 8, 9:35 & 10:20 p.m.;
Sat. & Sun. also at 11:40 a.m. & 12:40 p.m.

THE BREAK-UP (PG-13) # %
Century 16: 12:35, 3, 5:25, 7:50 & 10:10 p.m.
Century 12: 11:55 a.m.; 2:40, 5:20, 7:55 & 10:25 p.m.

CARS (G) *#1/2
Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 12:15, 1:50, 3:05, 4:40, 6:15, 7:30,
9:10 & 10:20 p.m.
Century 12: 11:15 a.m.; noon, 2, 5, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m.

CLICK (PG-13) #* k%
Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; noon, 1:55, 2:40, 4:25, 5:20, 7, 7:55,
9:25 & 10:25 p.m.
Century 12: 11:20 a.m.; 12:15, 2, 2:50, 4:35, 5:30, 7, 8,
9:40 & 10:30 p.m.

THE DA VINCI CODE (PG-13) # % %
Century 16: 12:30, 3:40, 7:10 & 10:15 p.m.
Century 12: 1:05, 4:15, 7:20 & 10:35 p.m.

THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS: TOKYO DRIFT (PG-13)
(NOT REVIEWED)
Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 7:25 & 9:50 p.m.
Century 12: 11:50 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m.

GARFIELD: A TAIL OF TWO KITTIES (PG)
(NOT REVIEWED)
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 12:55, 2:55, 4:55 & 6:55 p.m.

THE LAKE HOUSE (PG) #*
Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 12:20, 1:45, 2:50, 4:15, 5:15, 6:45, 7:45,
9:05 & 10:05 p.m.
Century 12: 12:05, 2:30, 5:05, 7:40 & 10:15 p.m.

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 111 (PG-13) v % %
Century 16: Fri.-Mon. at 1:40, 4:30, 7:15 & 10 p.m.; Tue. at 1:20,
4:05 & 7 p.m.

NACHO LIBRE (PG) & %1/2
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 12:05, 1:15, 2:15, 3:30, 4:35, 5:45, 7:05, 8,
9:20 & 10:15 p.m.
Century 12: 11:40 a.m.; 2:25, 4:50, 7:25 & 9:50 p.m.

THE OMEN (R) %%
Century 16: 9 p.m.

OVER THE HEDGE (PG) % %1/2
Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 1:20, 3:25, 5:30 & 7:35 p.m;
Fri.-Mon. also at 9:45 p.m.
Century 12: 12:25, 2:35, 4:45 & 7:05 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 9:10 p.m.

SUPERMAN RETURNS (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED)
Century 16: Tue. at 10, 10:15 & 10:30 p.m.
Century 12: Tue. at 10 & 10:30 p.m.

THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (R) # % %1/2
Aquarius: 9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 4:15 p.m.

WAIST DEEP (R) (NOT REVIEWED)
Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:35, 5, 7:20 & 9:40 p.m.
Century 12: 11:25 a.m.; 1:50, 4:25, 7:10 & 9:45 p.m.

WATER (NOT RATED) % # %#1/2
Aquarius: 7 p.m.; Fri-Sun. also at 1:45 p.m.
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND (PG-13) % #1/2

Century 16: 12:10, 2:45, 5:05 & 7:40 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 9:55 p.m.
Century 12: 2:45, 5:10, 7:50 & 10:20 p.m.

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)
CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)
SPANGENBERG THEATRE: 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto (354-8263)

For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the
Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

Skip it For show times, plot synopses,
Some redeeming qualities trailers and more movie

info, visit www.mv-voice.com
and click on movies.

B MOVIEREVIEWS

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH
ekeke1/2

(CineAvrts) Director David Guggenheim
strikes a nerve in this searing docu-
mentary about the frightening state of
global warming and Earth's question-
able future. Former Vice President Al
Gore didn't just sit on his thumbs after
losing the 2000 presidential election.
His controversial defeat and a family
emergency were the wake-up calls Gore
needed to pour his turbulent emotions
into a fiery traveling roadshow focused
on a planetary emergency. The facts,

as presented in the film, are startling.

In less than a decade there will be no
more snows of Kilimanjaro to soothe the
soul, and our frosty glaciers will have
dwindled to mere puddles. Tornadoes
and torrential flooding will continue to
peak at a devastating rate — Katrina
was just a warm-up. The truth hurts
when it comes to global warming, but
Guggenheim has an equally important
and inconvenient truth up his sleeve: Al
Gore has charisma, truckloads of it. Pas-
sionate and world-weary, Gore works

a room with multi-media splendor. We
missed the boat and neither director nor
star is going to let us forget it. llluminat-
ing and distressing, “Truth” is a grave
message indeed. Rated: PG for mature
themes. 1 hour, 40 minutes. — J.A.

THE BREAK-UP *#

(Century 16, Century 12) Although Vince
Vaughn, Jennifer Aniston and the rest of a
stellar cast somehow escape unscathed,
“The Break-Up" itself falls apart. Gary
(Vaughn) and Brooke (Aniston) seem like a
happy couple. The pair enjoys scintillating
chemistry and a plush Chicago condo. But
that all changes when Gary brings home
three lemons — not the 12 Brooke needs
for a dinner party — and all heck breaks
loose. Brooke emotionally and prematurely
ends the relationship, and what should
have been a resolvable argument turns into
a downward spiral of miscommunication
and bickering. A clean break-up is impos-
sible as both Gary and Brooke refuse to
leave their plush living space. Soon both
are immaturely trying to one-up each other
through jealousy or sheer malice. When
Brooke takes over the bedroom, Gary buys
the pool table he's always wanted. When
Brooke brings a date home, Gary stages a
strip-poker night. The unfortunate thing is
that they still genuinely love one another
and would welcome the opportunity to
work things out — if they could stop act-
ing like 4-year-olds long enough. This bad
“Break-Up” is better left for DVD and the
hours after a disappointing blind date.
Rated: PG-13 for sexual content,

some nudity and language. 1 hour,

46 minutes. — TH.

CARS #*%1/2

(Century 16, Century 12) The star of
this animated road-running adventure is
Lightning McQueen (voice of Owen Wil-
son), a sporty red racer whose lifelong
ambition is to win the coveted Piston
Cup. A big race-off between Lightning

» Continued on page 22
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The dusty, musty v ‘Prairie’

By Jeanne Aufmuth

obert Altman has fash-
R ioned a brilliant career out

of ensemble casting and
ambient sound, rarely straying
from the formula that has made
him a legend in his own time. “A
Prairie Home Companion” doesn’t
break from the method, but suffers
from narrative stagnation.

Garrison Keillor heads up an
all-star lineup of down-home
folks who work an old-fashioned
radio variety show that has with-
stood the test of time and the
onset of high-def TV and cutting-
edge electronics.

But time marches on, and the
St. Paul, Minn.-based show is on
its last legs, forced into the show-
biz graveyard by a carmudgeonly
producer (Tommy Lee Jones)
whose eye is on the bottom line.
“Prairie” focuses on the last hur-
rah of the show, a bittersweet
tribute to the radio of yore.

From singing siblings Yolanda
and Rhonda (the excellent Meryl
Streep and Lily Tomlin), to san-
dy trailhands Dusty and Lefty
(Woody Harrelson and John C.
Reilly), the gang shakes the dust
off the classics, lending a subtle
sweetness and poignant warmth.

Unfortunately, screenwriter
Keillor takes it over the top with a
graceless tangent featuring a lumi-
nous mystery woman (Virginia
Madsen) who furtively makes the
rounds backstage and oversees a
number of shifty melodramas.

Strike two is Kevin Kline as
bumbling investigator-cum-secu-
rity honcho Guy Noir; this char-

Director Robert Altman

BEMOVIEREVIEW

acter is goofy, underwritten and
comically uneven. The musical
numbers, backed by Keillor’s

Garrison Keillor, Lindsay Lohan
and Meryl Streep in a scene from
“A Prairie Home Companion”

BEMOVIENOTES
Stars: ** 1/2

Rating: PG-13 for language
and mature themes

Run Time: 1 hour, 45 minutes

actual house band, are infused
with energetic enthusiasm if not
genuine talent.

If you're tired of Lindsay Lohan
gracing the society pages, there’s
good news: The girl can act, and
sort of carry a tune. As Yolanda’s
impetuous daughter Lola, she
brings unsullied teenage angst to
the table, a breath of fresh air in
an otherwise musty show of tears
and mawkish sentiment. m
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CELEBRATIO

WITH 4
THE .

PRESERVATION HALL
JAZZ BAND AND

FIREWORKS

OFFICIAL MEDIA SPONSORS:

Wetkly - (£) Palo Al

ORDER TODAY!

650-725-ARTS (2787)
http://livelyarts.stanford.edu

Monday, July 3, 2006
7:30 pm

Gates open at 5:30 pm
Frost Amphitheater,
Stanford University

In what has become
a joyous annual
tradition, Stanford
Lively Arts presents a
pre-Independence Day
celebration outdoors
in beautiful Frost
Amphitheater.

Join us on July 3rd as
we welcome back the
Preservation Hall Jazz
Band. The lively and
spirited music will be
followed by a spectacular
fireworks display. Bring
the whole family and
come early to picnic.

(The concert will be performed,
rain or shine; fireworks depend-
ent upon weather conditions.)

TICKETS: $38>>Adult
$19>>Youth
(Ages 15 & under)

Stanford ety

Fiesta Del Mar

Gourmet Mexican Cuisine
Open 7 Days * Lunch & Dinner * Open Late * Food To Go

& gy
f’é

Fiesta Del Mar
1005 N Shoreline Blvd

Mountain View
(I Blk So. of Hwy 101, near

Movie & Amph Theatres)

(650) 965-9354

Fiesta Del Mar Too
735Villa Street
Mountain View

(Downtown, between Castro & Hope)

(650) 967-3525

%

¥
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SEAFODOD & MEXICAN CUISINE
CANTINA

<ty 9 Years
in a Row

NOWJORENTINISUNNTVATE!
Peter Cassara Clothiers

& Custom Tailors
up to _)

Pants, Suits, Shirts, and

Coats for Men and Women
ZZ @  www.petercassaraclothiers.com
D= Hous: M-F10am-Tpm * Sat. 10am - 5pm » Sun. By Appt.

842 W. El Camino Real (at Hollenbeck) ® Sunnyvale e 408-733-1234
Let Peter Cassara Dress You Like a Pillar of Society

BMW o MERCEDES * VOLVO

AND MINI

CORPORATE AUTO WORKS

Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area CTB

Consumer Check Book /

Complete Serviceand Repalr

770 Yuba, Mt. Vi
off EI Camma

- 650-691-9477 =

Distributor JT Design Products

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

INCLUDES:
* Divorce $399
e Living Trusts $399/$499
e Incorporations/LLC $399
| * Probate (FREE Quote)
'] « QDRO, Buy/Sell
| Agreements
* And much more!

1981 ==

We The People® 800-579-0009

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys. We provide only self-help services
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County
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(GEORGE LLARSE

George Larse, July 20,
1926-June 14, 2006. A fifty year
resident of Los Altos, Galifornia
leaves behind his loving family,
wife Alice, son Peter, son
David and his daughters Emily,
Amanda, and Jessica, son John,
his wife Pat and their son Joseph,
daughter Taia, and her husband Jim Smith and their sons Lars
and Andrew, granddaughters Sarah, Catherine, Helaina, and
Melody, and great-grandson Jayden.

Atter graduating from MIT, George enjoyed a distinguished
twenty-one year career working on many high level programs
at Lockheed Missiles and Space Division. In 1970 he founded
his own high tech company, Larse Corporation, retiring after
eighteen years as president.

George was an avid snow skier, last putting on his boards

PAID OBITUARY

at age 75. Skiing was a big part of the joy in the Larse family
with everyone down to the grandchildren becoming skiers or
snowboarders. Upon retirement, George took up sailing with
as much enthusiasm as he had for skiing, studying diligently
the coast guard classes for high seas sailing.

With his loving family, he leaves behind many good
memories of family times together. Friends were high on his
list as well, including special memories of yearly ski weeks
with high school friends. George had a great curiosity about
many things and earned the nickname ‘Curious George’ with his
family. He and Alice were adventuresome travelers throughout
their years together.

The family is thankful for their full life together and
appreciates all the friends who have so enriched their life also.
A small family service was held on June 17, 2006 at Christ
Episcopal Church in Los Altos. Remembrances to Christ
Church Qutreach will be appreciated.

Business Owners:

Pedal Power

we 0,007
]

0004

RIDING
| KINDA FAST

RIDING
SLOW

000:

-

ITIIHES DInes

(650) 858-7700
3001 El Camino Real in Palo Alto
www.MikesBikes.com

How’s your, Nest Egg?

NEST EGG TO DO LIST:

OWN YOUR HOME

INVEST IN 401K

OWN YOUR OFFICE BUILDING

14

¥ Starting at $425,000
® 90% Financing Available
¥ 1,070-7,744 square feet

COMMERCIAL

SR TR LR

Contact Exclusive
Agents:

Vince Gidaro, owner of VSG Real Estate Appraisal, recently purchased an office condo at The Vineyard.

The Vineyard

MOUNTAIN VIEW

¥ |deal for Office, Profesional Service and Technology Firms

¥ Design your own space!
¥ Close to restaurants, health clubs,
other amenities

Conveniently located at 425-495 Whisman Rd., Mountain View
(near Ellis Street offramp from Hwy 101)

Visit Online at www.thevineyardmv.com

Rick BELL
408.982.8428

rbell@ccarey.com

KeviN CUNNINGHAM
650.688.8521

kcunningham@ccarey.com

GOT IT!

GOT IT!
CALL US!
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» Continued from page 20

and two tough challengers is set to take
place in California, but a late-night mis-
cue sees Lightning speeding along Route
66, lost and very frustrated. Salvation
arrives in the forgotten little town of
Radiator Springs, where Lightning meets
a handful of oddball vehicles who value
history and family over fame and for-
tune. Doc (Paul Newman) is a gruff old
Hudson Hornet, Sally (Bonnie Hunt) is a
smooth-talking Porsche 911, and Mater
(voiced perfectly by Larry the Cable
Guy) is a sincere and goofy tow truck.
While the media is in a frenzy about
Lightning's disappearance, he finds
himself bonding with Sally and Mater
— and finally starting to appreciate

life in the slow lane. Make no mistake
— "Cars" is the best animated film this
year. But with Disney/Pixar behind the
wheel, the film should have cruised to
must-see status. Instead, it stalls. Rated:
G. 1 hour, 56 minutes. — T.H.

THE DA VINCI CODE v %
(Century 16, Century 12) “The Da Vinci
Code” has already been cracked. Even if
you haven't bought or borrowed one of
the 50 million sold copies of Dan Brown’s
theological thriller, chances are you know
all about this controversial take on the
legend of the Holy Grail. The film opens
on the run with a Louvre curator (Jean-
Pierre Marielle) gunned down in the
Grand Gallery by a murderous monk (Paul
Bettany), and the action never stops. A
French police captain (Jean Reno) escorts
renowned Harvard symbologist Robert
Langdon (Tom Hanks) from his book
signing to the museum crime scene, ask-
ing for help interpreting the dead man’s
bloody trail of mysterious symbols and
clues. When police cryptologist Sophie
Neveu (Audrey Tautou) arrives and secretly
informs Langdon that he is the prime
suspect and the deceased was her grand-
father, the pair go on the lam.

So Dan Brown isn't Umberto Eco, and
“The Da Vinci Code” can't hold a rosebud
to “Citizen Kane.” Howard still plays by
the book closely enough to entertain fans
and the uninitiated alike. Rated: PG-13
for disturbing images, violence, some
nudity, thematic material, brief drug
references and sexual content. In English
and in snippets of french, ltalian and
Latin with English subtitles. 2 hours,

33 minutes. —S.T.

THE LAKE HOUSE #

(Century 16, Century 12) Sandra Bullock
and Keanu Reeves reunite but can't get
the romantic sparks up to “Speed” in this
lifeless love story. Dr. Kate Forester (San-
dra Bullock) moves from her rented lake
house in rural lllinois to work in a Chicago
hospital. She leaves the next tenant a
note requesting that her mail be forward-
ed. Architect Alex Wyler (Keanu Reeves)
moves into the striking architectural struc-
ture, which was designed by his famous
but distant father (Christopher Plummer).
He's baffled by certain statements in
Kate's letter and sends her one in return.
Soon they confirm the date: April 14. But
Kate insists the year is 2006, while Alex
lives in 2004. It's strange but seemingly
true. By the time they try to arrange a
real-time meeting (cue pretentious dia-
logue about Jane Austen’s “Persuasion”),
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you'll wish that Keanu Reeves would
bump into Bill, start acting like goofy Ted
and take off on another excellent adven-
ture through time and space. Rated: PG
for some language and a disturbing
images. 1 hour, 48 minutes. — S.T.

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE HI # %%
(Century 16) Tom Cruise returns to
form with this pulse-pounding actioner
— the best of the "Mission: Impos-
sible” film franchise. The riveting intro
sees IMF agent Ethan Hunt (Cruise)
bound and bloody while a sadistic
criminal (Philip Seymour Hoffman as
Owen Davian) points a gun at Hunt's
gagged wife, Julia, demanding to know
the location of the “rabbit’s foot.” Hunt
pleads, threatens and despairs while
Davian methodically counts to 10 — 10
seconds before Julia will be killed. Flash
back several days. Hunt has settled
down with Julia (Michelle Monaghan
of “North Country”), a beautiful doc-
tor who believes her husband works

in transportation. But when Hunt dis-
covers his protegee (Keri Russell) has
been captured, he leaps out of retire-
ment and reunites with Luther Stickell
(Ving Rhames) to rescue her. Director
J.J. Abrams (of “Lost” and “Alias”
fame) makes his big-screen debut with
aplomb, utilizing fantastic sets, captur-
ing tension and pulling tremendous
performances from his A-list cast.
Rated: PG-13 for intense sequences of
frenetic violence and menace, disturb-
ing images and some sensuality.

2 hours, 6 minutes. — T.H.

NACHO LIBRE ##1/2

(Century 16, Century 12) Absurdist
humor hits the squared circle in this
whimsical ode to lucha libre (Mexi-

can wrestling). Funnyman Jack Black
hams it up to perfection as Nacho, the
humble chef at a dilapidated Mexican
monastery. Nacho cares immensely for
the orphans in his stead but the expired
ingredients he's forced to cook with
make the meals so disgusting even he
can't swallow a bite without gagging. If
only he could pursue his lifelong dream
of becoming a famous luchadore and
use the earnings to provide the children
food they can actually stomach. Enter
Esqueleto (Hector Jimenez), a wiry and
agile vagabond who Nacho convinces to
become his lucha libre tag-team partner.
But the beautiful Sister Encarnacion
(Ana de la Reguera) is forced to remind
Nacho the monastery forbids wrestling,
sending him into a spiral of internal
doubt. Does he do what he loves, or
what the monks demand? For audiences
able to set their brains to “low-brow”
for 100 minutes, the ridiculous moves
of "Nacho Libre” will leave stomach
muscles and swollen cheeks sore from
laughter. Rated: PG for rough action,
and some crude humor including dia-
logue. 1 hour, 40 minutes. — T.H.

THE OMEN s %
(Century 16) Showtime at the Vatican:
a dour clergyman delivers a doom-and-

gloom prediction with a flashy slideshow
of contemporary disasters including the
falling towers of 9/11 and Hurricane
Katrina. Satan’s child is on his way, so
everyone duck and cover. Nearby in
Rome, rising diplomatic star Robert Thorn

\ 1405 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View (between El Monte & Shoreline)
650.964.3321 * Fax: 650.964.5931 % www.lepetitbistro.biz for cuisine to go

Since 1989
Soo Sott Srstoe
FRENCH CUISINE
Veal Sweetbreads

s2 ]. . 95 Poulette Style

Free Tarte Tatin with mention of this ad

(Liev Schreiber) suffers the painful news
that his son has died in childbirth. Salva-
tion arrives in the form of an obsequious
priest who insists that another child has
been born that night and has lost his
mother. Why not replace one infant with
the other and keep the little woman
happy? Anxious to spare wife Kate (Julia
Stiles) the gory details, Robert agrees to
the deception and the child is christened
Damien. All is well until the troubled nan-
ny of Damien (Seamus Davey-Fitzpatrick)
throws herself off a balcony in the name
of her tiny charge. Which sets off a chain
of unsettling events and an impending
sense of doom as both Kate and Robert
reluctantly acknowledge that their child
is the Antichrist and a stout course of
Ritalin isn't going to help. Director John
Moore has re-fashioned the 1976 horror
classic for a new generation, creating a
near shot-for-shot remake that retains
spine-chilling impact while utilizing the
benefits of modern technology. Rated: R
for extreme violence and bloodshed.

1 hour, 50 minutes. — J.A.

B MOVIECRITICS

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti,
J.A-Jeanne Aufmuth, J.S.-Jim Shelby,
T.H.-Tyler Hanley

e —— e =
LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE
DEPOSIT CO.

A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confidentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.

Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confidential records.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891 www.losaltosvault.com

WE ARE #1!
There Is No #2

BELIEVE IT!

650-947-6868

Bliss Express Facials

Signature Facials exclusive
to Bliss Beauty

Darphin Facial Treatments

Thalgo Facial Treatments

Aromatherapy Facal Treatments

® Full Service Hair Salon

Sonya Dakar Fitness Facials
MDD Skincare Alpha Beta
Professional Peel
Microdermabrasion &
Microdermabrasion Facial
Clinique des Hommes

High-end Skincare, Fine Cosmetics, Perfumes,
Beautiful Accessories , Jewelries & Hair Care Products
Exquisite Candles, Soaps & Teas

-
p | e ® Private & Relaxing Atmosphere
We carry the following Quality Products:
Darphin Tocca Bumble & Bumble e
Sonya Dakar Reve de Vivre Bumble & Bumble Treatment
Chantecaille L' Artisan T3 .
Hourglass Mustela - Dryers b ISS
T'LeClerc Acqua Di Parma - Flat Irons Hours Beauty Center
Thalgo Gianna Rose Atelier - Brushes DPEH o d dﬂfﬁ B LISS B EAUTY
: s G
h}u Ek::ncar: Masn Peau:mn Du“s. 55 M-F 9-7 Center for Wellness & Beauty
Lip Fusion Alora Ambiance Spa Ritual ——
Red Flower ~ Martin & Barnert ~ OPI 5 9-6 ﬁ”-’-i‘ﬂ;ﬂ;ﬁr‘; :h(t::ﬂ:% ;:ntzr
Fresh Rubis Designer Handbags g 10-5 650.947.6868

Body Treatments
Aromatherapy Body Boosters
Massage & Touch Therapies

GIFT CERTIFICATES
& UNIQUE GIFTS

www.blissbeautycenter.com

AVAILABLE
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Windermere

Silicon Valley Properties
MOUNTAINV IEW

Hi ho, hi ho - it’s off to work we go...

\Windermere

Silicon Valley Properties

What a Difference a Day Makes

At Windermere, we believe in giving back to the communities
where we live and work. That’s why we created Community
Service Day - an annual event where more than 8,000
Windermere associates skip work for a day to spruce up city
parks, schools, playgrounds, and senior centers. Windermere’s
Mountain View office spent the day volunteering at the
Community Services Agency and Slater School in Mountain
View, SILVAR’s RSVP Project and Midtown Community
Gardens in Palo Alto. We’re happy to lend a hand and proud to
serve the neighborhoods we call home.

Community Service Day was June 16

LOCATED IN THE WHEART® OF THE SILICON VALLEY
830 E EL CAMINO REAL, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94040
650 625-0111 | 408 255-4116
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