
By Daniel DeBolt

The Mountain View Farm-
lands Group came to Blach 
Intermediate School in 

Los Altos last Sunday to present 
a study they hope will end all 
doubts that preserving a third 
of the Grant Road farm isn’t just 
a pipe dream, but something 
potentially very profitable.

 “The study I think really 
confirms what we believed all 
along,” said Farmlands Group 
member Vicki Moore. “We’re 
trying to convince the City 
Council that without a doubt 
this is fair financially.”
 The study — an economic fea-
sibility study done by Bay Area 
Economics, a giant in the field 
— estimates the total site value 

at $49 million if SummerHill 
Homes carries out its current 
plan for 55 homes at an estimated 
$1.4 million each. Instead, the 
Farmlands Group is propos-
ing 48 larger homes be built on 
smaller lots to make room for 
a five-acre farm. Those homes 
would sell for $1.8 million each, 

DISTRICT’S CEO RESIGNS 
AS STATE AUDITORS 

LOOK INTO ALLEGATIONS 
OF INFLATED SALARIES

By Alexa Tondreau

At the request of Superin-
tendent Maurice Ghysels, 
auditors from the Cali-

fornia State Teachers Retirement 
System arrived at Mountain View 
Whisman’s district offices Mon-
day to investigate allegations of a 
scheme to inflate the salaries of 
outgoing school officials.
 The audit begins two weeks 
after it was announced that one 

of the accused, chief financial 
officer Rebecca Wright, would 
be stepping down at the end of 
the school year. Despite the close 
timing, “One does not have any-
thing to do with the other,” said 
the district’s human resources 
director, Stephanie Totter. 
 According to the allegations, 
brought by an anonymous letter 
sent to district officials and news 
outlets last November, Wright 
and Totter conspired to inflate 
the final compensation of former 
Superintendent Eleanor Yick and 
former Associate Superintendent 
Modrite Archibeque, and in 
return received a salary increase 
during the 2005-06 school year.
 The letter alleged that Yick and 
Archibeque added nearly $18,000 
in health benefits — and, in Yick’s 
case, an additional $3,500 in phone 
and mileage expenses — to inflate 
their final year’s salary. Retirement 
is based on final year’s salary, and 
the higher salaries would result 
in thousands more in retirement 
benefits per year.
 A prepared statement issued 
by the district this week did not 
indicate the reason for Wright’s 
March 22 resignation notice. On 
March 28, one week later, the dis-
trict announced that Craig Gold-
man, principal of Huff Elementary 
School, would replace her as CFO.
 Totter, when asked about specula-
tion that Wright was stepping down 
due to the alleged retirement fraud 
and the impending investigation, 
said that was absolutely untrue.
 “There is no connection,” she 
said. “First of all, [the investi-
gation] has not been resolved. 
Once they give Dr. Ghysels the 
findings, those allegations will 
be addressed.”
 Totter said Wright has been 
open with the district about her 
plans to leave, and gave them 

SAM TENNEY

Springer School third graders Melanie Knickerbocker, Megan Bioucchi and Hunter Lai look for birds 
while on an environmental field trip to the Baylands Nature Preserve in Palo Alto.

Probe begins at 
MV Whisman

By Alexa Tondreau

Spring was out in all her 
glory on a recent Friday, 
as a group of third grad-

ers from Mountain View’s 
Springer School traveled out to 
Baylands to take in the sights.
 Thirty Springer students 

were taken on a morning 
nature hike through the salty 
marshes and grasslands of the 
natural preserve, nestled along 
the Bay in Palo Alto. The trip 
was made possible by Environ-
mental Volunteers, a 35-year-
old Peninsula nonprofit created 
to foster an appreciation of nature 

among young students.
 The group, which estimates it 
has taken nearly 250,000 students 
on field trips in Santa Clara and 
San Mateo counties, is hosting 
a fundraiser later this month to 
raise and renovate the preserve’s 

The Baylands experience
SANDPIPERS, STILTS AND A TASTE OF PICKLEWEED ENTHRALL YOUNG FIELD TRIPPERS
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  See BAYLANDS, page 8

  See PROBE, page 19

Pure business
WATER STORES CASH IN

   INBUSINESS | P.29

Trustees 
smile on 
unions

LABOR CONTRACTS 
APPEAL TO 

FOOTHILL-DE ANZA
By Alexa Tondreau

Although it was touted 
as an informational 
meeting, the Foothill-

De Anza board of trustees left 
no doubt Monday that they 
intend to adopt a project labor 
agreement, or PLA, which will 
impose union law on campus 
construction projects totaling 
nearly $500 million over the 
next several years.
 The five-member board 
expressed unanimous support 

  See UNIONS, page 18

Study: More lucrative to save farm

  See FARM, page 10
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Specializing in the 
Consignment Sale of 
Quality Furniture, 

Accessories and 
Jewelry

Discover
Home 
Consignment 
Center
And 
SAVE On 
Upscale
Name
Brands

Relieve Stress!

Truckloads 
of New Items 

Arriving Daily 
at Prices You 

Will Love!

San Mateo
650-577-8979
1888 S. Norfork

Saratoga
408-871-8890

600 El Paseo de Saratoga

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

San Rafael
415-456-2765
863 E. Francisco 

Los Altos/Mtn. View
650-917-8526

141 El Camino Real



Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N

Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Zunaira Durrani.

“To the beach. Fresh air, sun and 
water.”
Leeann Wibol, San Diego

“I go to different parks. I like the 
Mission City Memorial Park. I 
also love the Cuesta Park because 
it’s big and beautiful.”
Frouzan Sobhanipour,  Mountain View

“I live in Marin County and 
it has lots of hiking trails. The 
Marin Headlands overlooking 
the Golden Gate Bridge and the 
Pacific Ocean is my favorite.”
Pat Goss, Tiburon

“Sometimes I go to Golden Gate 
Park. It’s very green, calm and 
pretty quiet there.”
Susan Boeckmann, San Francisco

“I go to the Fisherman’s Wharf.”
Karen Cheng, Taiwan

Where do you go for
the great outdoors?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

An Attractive Smile
Opens doors & closes deals.

Free Exam & X-rays, 
Consultations,

& Second Opinions*

Free Take Home Teeth 
Whitening Kit

with Exam, X-rays & Cleaning*

Offers expire 30 days from today
*Offers may not be combined

What can your smile do for you?
It’s your smile that people notice first.  At Smiles 
Dental Care we know how important first impressions 
are & we’re here to help your smile make a great 
one.  Our nationally recognized doctors, state of the 
art technology and calm, relaxing atmosphere are just 
the first steps we take to give you a smile that will 
last a lifetime. Call today to see how we can make 
your first impression even better.

Call Today 650-964-2626

www.smilesdental.com
100 W El Camino Real Suite 63A

Mountain View, CA 94040 Dr William S. Hall • Dr Jennifer WuDr. William S. Hall

Photo of Kirill Yurchenko in the
 city of Minsk, Republic of Belarus.

Take a photo with the Mountain View Voice on your next trip and email to 
dmartin@mv-voice.com or mail to Postcards, P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042.

A Postcard
A PostcardSend Us Send Us 
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FREE showing of the film –
The Secret

Interactive discussion to follow

Friday, April 13 ~ 7:00pm

As
seen

on
Oprah!

LIMITED SEATING – RSVP TO:
Conscious Living Center

146 Main Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
We are in the Masonic Temple Bldg.

office@consciouslivingcenter.org
(650) 917-0505

•Learn the keys to applying the Law of Attraction to all aspects of your life.

•You can change your thinking and change your life!

Please join us for two great events!

Law of Attraction Workshop
Facilitated by: Rev. Jane Beach

Bring a potluck to share for lunch!

Suggested Workshop Donation:
$25 / person

Sat, April 14 ~ 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

LocalNews
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F I N E  K I T C H E N  C A B I N E T S

B E S T  B U Y  CA B I N E T S

◆ F R E E  S h ow r o o m D e s i g n C o n s u l t a t i o n ◆ L i f e t i m e Wa r r a n t y 
◆ M a d e - to - o r d e r  C a b i n e t s  i n  1O D a ys

DESIGN ◆ COUNTERTOPS ◆ APPLIANCES
837-H Industrial Road (between Holly & Brittan) San Carlos

65O-413-555O  • w w w . b e s t b u y c a b i n e t s . c o m
Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 11-5

MV: Waiting List Open

1BR Senior 
Apartments

SR Fountains Apts
2005 San Ramon Ave., Mtn. View

(650) 966-1060

Every Tues. 9am-12pm Only
Every Thurs. 1-4pm Only

To Open Permanently

 * Income limits and monthly 
rents subject to change with 
median income of 
Santa Clara Co. Section 8
Certifi cates and Vouchers 
Accepted.

■  C R I M E W AT C H

ATTEMPTED ARMED 
ROBBERY, 209 E. 
MIDDLEFIELD RD., 3/30
 On Friday at 7:40 p.m., an adult male 
entered Carl’s Jr. on Middlefield Road and 
walked behind the counter towards an 
employee. He pointed a semiautomatic hand-
gun at the employee and demanded cash. 
 At this point, a car stopped in front 
of the drive-thru window. The suspect, 
seeing the car approach, fled the scene 
without stealing anything. He is described 
as a Hispanic male in his mid 20s, 5 feet 7 
inches tall and about 150 pounds. He was 
wearing a black hooded sweatshirt and 
dark sunglasses at the time.

ARMED ROBBERY, 275 
MOFFETT BLVD., 3/31
 On Saturday at 9:26 p.m., two armed men 
wearing masks entered a liquor store and 
demanded cash and liquor from the store 

clerk. After taking the cash and liquor, the 
two men managed to escape in a vehicle 
waiting outside the store with a driver. Later, 
Palo Alto police reported they had located a 
vehicle matching the description. When they 
stopped the vehicle, all three suspects tried to 
flee. The police were able to locate and arrest 
two suspects, both 25 years old.

BRANDISHING A WEAPON / 
DRUNK IN PUBLIC, 893 LEONG 
DR., 4/1
 On Sunday at 2:22 a.m., a male suspect 
at the King of Clubs Bar became involved 
in a fight with the bar’s patrons, including 
women. He left the bar but returned later 
with an air-powered BB handgun. The bar’s 
patrons were able to take the gun and 
hold him until police arrived. The suspect 
is 24-year-old Anastacio Morales, who 
was arrested on charges of brandishing a 
weapon and drunken behavior in public.

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
Google, 3/30
900 block Jason St., 3/31
900 block W. El Camino Real, 4/1

AUTO BURGLARY
500 block Showers Dr., 3/27
500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 3/30
900 block W. El Camino Real, 4/1
900 block San Leandro Ave., 4/2 
1000 block Space Park Way, 4/2
900 block San Leandro Ave., 4/2
100 block Space Park Way, 4/2

BATTERY
1400 block Plymouth St., 3/27
1900 block Colony St., 3/28

DISTURBANCE
100 block E. El Camino Real, 3/30

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Ortega Avenue / Towne Circle, 4/1 

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE
Moffett Motel, 3/28
300 Sierra Vista Ave., 3/31
300 block Escuela Ave., 3/31
200 block California St., 3/31
600 block Leong Dr., 4/1
500 block Chiquita Ave., 4/2

DRIVING UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE
Central Expressway / Pajaro Avenue, 3/30

GRAND THEFT
1100 block Sladky Ave., 4/1
Bernardo Avenue / El Camino Real, 4/2

IDENTITY THEFT
500 block Escuela Ave., 3/27
800 block San Veron Ave., 4/2

PETTY THEFT
1100 Castro St., 3/27
Rite Aid, 3/31
Mervyns, 3/31
100 block Miramonte Ave., 4/2
200 block Moffett Blvd., 4/2
Old Middlefield Way/Sierra Vista Ave., 4/2

ROBBERY
200 block E. Middlefield Rd., 3/30
Ross Store, 3/30
Safeway, 3/31
200 block Moffett Blvd., 3/31

STOLEN VEHICLE
200 block Kittoe Dr., 3/28
Highway 101 / Moffett Boulevard, 3/30
800 block E. El Camino Real, 4/2

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
Nob Hill Foods, 3/27
1300 block Park Dr., 3/27
Crisanto Ave. / S. Rengstorff Ave., 3/28
Wal-Mart, 4/1
200 block Carol Ave., 4/2

TERRORIST THREATS
Bryant St. / Villa St., 3/28

TRESPASSING
700 block Castro St., 3/27

VANDALISM
Wal-Mart, 3/27
2200 block California St., 3/28
1800 block California St., 3/31
900 block San Marcos Cir., 4/1
300 block N. Rengstorff Ave., 4/2
200 block Fairchild Dr., 4/2

■  P O L I C E L O G

T H ESPEAKING UP 
SINCE 1992

Can Google WiFi help your business?

$50 in free advertising when you open a new Google AdWords™ 
account. Advertising with Google is a great way to reach new 
customers, even if you don’t have a website.

If you have a storefront business in Mountain View, 
Google WiFi has special programs just for you:

To learn more or sign up, please visit wifi .google.com/business. 

Free WiFi signal repeaters to help your customers or employees 
access Google WiFi.



DANIEL DEBOLT

Honey with coffee: Aaron Bratton, an employee at 
the Dana Street Coffee Roasting Company, points at the umbrella 
where a hive of bees took up residence Monday. Below: The hive, 
shown here up close, was gone by Tuesday.

■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES
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■ FEATURESLocalNews
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They do 
run run

By Don Frances

ELLEN CLARK stopped in 
last Friday to let us know 
how this year’s Zimba-

bwe Run went. The event, held 
March 25 at St. Joseph School, 
was described in Clark’s typically 
high-spirited fashion: 
 “Incredible! A blast!”
 Anybody who’s met Clark 
knows she has a lot more energy 
than most people her age. In fact 
she has more energy than most 
people my age, including me.
 Clark, 60, taught P.E. at St. 
Joseph for 15 years, and obviously 
hasn’t slowed a whit in retirement. 
She even carries a sports whistle 
around, as though ready to send 
you on a lap around the bleachers 
at any moment.
 Happily, her considerable ener-
gies are dedicated to good causes, 
including the Zimbabwe Run. The 
event, now in its eight year, man-
aged to raise $25,000 last month. 
That money will go directly to 
the Makumbi Children’s Home 
— which houses 90 kids, more or 
less, at a given time — to help pay 
salaries and purchase necessities. 
(Last year the orphanage used some 
of its Zimbabwe Run money to 
buy three cows and dig a well.)
 Also, 490 pairs of shoes were col-
lected this year, and Clark said these 
will go to needy kids throughout 
the entire country of Zimbabwe.
 Back here at home, Clark’s event 
seems to have taken on a life of its 
own. Featuring music, games and 
other activities, the Run (officially 
the “Run for Zimbabwe Orphans”) 
is much more than just a run. 
 That hasn’t stopped Clark from 
competing, however. This year 
she took third place.

BOB LAMPKIN handles circula-
tion for this newspaper, which is 
why he’s in closer contact with 
your U.S. Postal Service than the 

  See EDITOR’S DESK, page 17

‘Good 
news’ 

budget
By Daniel DeBolt

In an unusually short meet-
ing, city manager Kevin Dug-
gan and city staff proposed a 

“good news” 2007-08 city budget 
Tuesday night, kicking off a 
series of hearings before a final 
budget is approved in June.
 The city’s positive financial 
state is evident in the fact that the 
general fund is up 7 percent for 
this year’s budget, an increase of 
$5.8 million from last year. Prop-
erty taxes alone are expected to 
increase $1 million. 
 “It’s certainly an improvement 
to what we’ve been facing,” Dug-
gan said.
 This is the second year in a row 
the city has been able to add back 
to city services since the dot-com 
collapse shrank tax revenues 
every year from 2000 to 2005. 
During that time, 66 city employ-
ees were laid off and the general 
fund shrank by 15 percent. 
 This year nearly every city 
department has named its funding 
priorities to recoup some of those 
losses. Among the most substan-
tial proposed increases, Duggan 
said, go to the police department, 
even though it took some of the 
smallest cuts during tough budget 
times. The department is receiving 
an extra $600,000 for more staff-
ing and training. 
 By comparison, the fire depart-
ment’s requests total an increase of 
less than $200,000, and the library 
would receive an increase totaling 
$22,500, $10,000 of which goes to 
the police department for security. 
 The building inspection depart-
ment could also receive a sizeable 
increase, with over $400,000 in 
requests, mostly to offset the 
increased demand for building 
inspection and plan checks due to 
increased development in the city.
 The largest increase, however, 
is to fund employee pension and 
cost-of-living increases that are a 
result of last year’s union negotia-
tions with the Eagles and the SEIU. 
The cost: $3.9 million. 
 Council member Jac Siegel got 

The 
buzz on 

Dana 
Street

First squirrels, now this.
 At noon on Monday, 
the sidewalk in front of 

Dana Street Coffee Roasting 
Company was overwhelmed 
with a swarm of bees as big 
as the store front, said own-
er Nick Chaput. Customers 
ran for cover before the bees 
— apparently an entire hive 
— eventually settled into a 
corner of one of the outdoor 
table umbrellas. 
 “It is crazy,” said one cafe 
employee. “I can’t have this. I 
have to bring this table inside 
tonight.” 
 The area was roped off, and 
Chaput was told that it could 
take anywhere from two hours 
to two days for the swarm’s 
scouts to find a new home. 
So a beekeeper was called in 
to remove them — “alive, of 
course,” the employee said. 

— Daniel DeBolt

From the
Editor’s

Desk

  See COUNCIL, page 12

Cops: Downtown assault racially motivated
MOUNTAIN VIEW MAN 

ARRESTED ON HATE 
CRIME CHARGES
By Zunaira Durrani

Police say a Hispanic man 
was accosted in downtown 
Mountain View last month 

by a strange man thrusting a 
knife at him and shouting a tor-
rent of racial slurs. 
 The incident occurred just 
after 11 a.m. on March 28. The 
28-year-old victim was standing 
on Wild Cherry Lane behind 
Castro Street when a white 
male suddenly approached him, 

according to Mountain View 
Police spokesman Jim Bennett.
 “The victim said the suspect 
was unprovoked when he came 
towards him and began shouting 
remarks based on the victim’s 
ethnicity,” Bennett said. “The 
suspect then produced a knife 
and began pointing at the victim 
in stabbing motion. When a wit-
ness drove near the scene, the 
suspect left on foot. The victim 
was not injured.”
 The victim reported the inci-
dent to police, who searched the 
vicinity and located 26-year-old 
Cody John Davis, a Mountain 
View resident. The victim identi-

fied Davis as the attacker.
 Bennett said that when Davis 
was being booked at the police 
station, he continued to yell 
racial slurs at the Mountain View 
police officers who were also of 
Hispanic origin. 
 “The suspect was booked on 
charges of criminal threats, 
brandishing a weapon, battery 
and resisting arrest,” Bennett 
said. 
 “This is the first hate crime 
reported in Mountain View in 
2007,” he added.

E-mail Zunaira Durrani at 
zdurrani@mv-voice.com

■  C I T Y C O U N C I L



650-321-1234

Our new GPS system allows
us to get the closest cab to you!

OVER 300 TAXIS AVAILABLE

"Since 1938" 

Our new GPS system allows 

us to get the closest cab to you?

OVER 300 TAXIS AVAILABLE
Reservations Welcome.

650-321-1234
Sunnyvale & Mountain View Served by Checker Cab. 

Order a cab online at www.foraride.com 

LocalNews
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Monta Loma resident William Murphy sent this photo of two kids on swings enjoying the balmy 
spring weather (and some cotton candy) on a recent Saturday in March.

If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it 
(as a jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

Spring Swing
■  S E E N A R O U N D  T O W N

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

BECOME A VOLUNTEER MEDIATOR 
FOR THE 

MOUNTAIN VIEW MEDIATION PROGRAM

The Mediation Program, sponsored by the City of Mountain View,
is now accepting applications from volunteers who live in or work

in Mountain View, or who own property in the City.

Typical cases handled by this program include:
Tenant - Landlord

Neighbor to Neighbor
Consumer

The program seeks applicants representative of the ethnic and economic
diversity of the City. Bilingual applicants are particularly encouraged.

For more information, call the Mediation Program at
650-960-0495

Deadline for submitting an application is April 16, 2007.

Let Us Hear
From You…

Letters to the editor and guest 
columns are welcome.

Mail your comments to:
THE VOICE 
P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042
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Degree Completion
for

Working 
Adults

in as few as 20 months

Management Education
That Makes

A Difference

Certifi cates in Marketing,
Human Resources,
Information Systems and 
International Management 
can be completed in a year

Accelerated evening courses

Summer Classes Start May 1st!

Three start dates a year

Contact Mary at our
Professional Studies Program

for more information
at 650.543.3945

or mbakh@menlo.edu

www.menlo.edu/psp

Community Health
Education Programs
April 2007

Events & Lectures
Web site • www.pamf.org E-mail • publicaffairs@pamf.org

Hearst Center for Health Education, Level 3, Jamplis Building, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, 795 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto. RSVP to (650) 853-4873.

Classes

For information on class fees and to register, call the Education Division at (650) 853-2960.

“Taking Charge of Your Body,” Mondays, April 16 – May 21, 6 – 8 p.m.
This six-week course will focus on healthy living and managing your lifestyle through exercise and healthful eating.

“Good Nutrition and Feeding Practices for Toddlers,” Wednesday, April 18, 10 a.m. – noon
This class will address parental concerns regarding nutrition and feeding toddlers. It should be attended by parents or
caretakers only.

“What You Need to Know About Warfarin,” Wednesday, April 25, 2 – 4 p.m.
Learn what warfarin is, why you are taking it and how you can help yourself.

“Supermarket Wise,” Thursday, April 26, 2 – 4 p.m.
Learn techniques for making healthier food choices in a local supermarket with dietitian Karen Ross, M.S., R.D.

“Advance Health Care Directives,” Call for available dates and times.
PAMF’s specially trained volunteers will provide advice and answer questions about the advance health care directive form. No
cost.

Support Groups
Cancer (1st & 3rd Tuesdays) • Diabetes (1st Wednesday) • Multiple Sclerosis (2nd & 4th Mondays) • Sleep Apnea (1st Thursday) •
Alcohol and Drug Education (Every Tuesday) • Healing Imagery for Cancer Patients (Apr. 11 & 25)

“Mindful Eating: Changing Behaviors That May Lead
to Eating Disorders”
Tuesday, April 10, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Elyse Robin, R.D., PAMF Nutrition Services

Learn how eating disorders can develop from disordered
eating behaviors like dieting or overeating, and how to change
those habits into mindful eating for good health.

“Increase Your Activity Level for Your Heart’s Sake”
Monday, April 23, 3:30 – 5 p.m.
Robin Wedell, R.N., Cardiac Therapy Foundation of
the Mid-Peninsula

Join us for a discussion about the benefits of exercise for
patients with diminished cardiac function and how to develop
a plan to become more active. No more excuses! The weather
is getting better.

Medical group poised 
to open doors

NEIGHBORS ASSURED 
THAT NOISE IMPACT 

WILL BE SLIGHT
By Alexa Tondreau

With the grand opening 
of Camino Medical 
Group’s new campus 

just weeks away, construction 
crews are moving out after nearly 
two years of work, to be replaced 
with a bustling scene of doctors, 
patients and other personnel.
 The group estimates that it 
serves nearly 200,000 patients 
on a yearly basis, which has a 
few residents in the Americana 
Apartment Complex — just 
across the street — wondering if 
there is cause for concern.
 Bindi Pankhudi, who has lived 
there for two years, said she 
worries about the number of 
cars that will drive 
in and out each 
day, and has had 
conversations with 
neighbors who hold 
similar concerns.
 “I think there 
is going to be a 
lot more noise,” 
Pankhudi said. 
“It could be worse 
than the construc-
tion noise.”
 But Cynthia Greaves, CMG 
spokesperson, doubts it.
 “Compared to wrecking balls, 
backhoes and dump trucks, they 
should hardly notice,” she said of 
the traffic noise.
 Issues with traffic were consid-
ered from the beginning, Greaves 
said, because the city required 
a traffic flow study prior to 
approving a permit to work on 
the site.
 “We’ve met or exceeded guide-
lines to make sure things work 
well,” she said.
 Greaves added that the traffic 
coming into the facility will be 
going in a “reverse commute” 
direction that should help nullify 
congestion for nearby residents.
 “Our neighbors will be coming 
home as we’re going home,” she 
said. “And there’s a traffic light to 
keep things running smoothly.”
 The 130 doctors at the facility 
will be arriving between 7 and 8 
a.m. at a “gently staggered pace” 
and leaving in the same manner, 
she said.
 The clinic will be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The facility’s urgent care 
clinic, open to all patients — not 
just CMG affiliates — will also 
operate on the weekends from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Some support 
groups and classes will be offered 

on the evenings and weekends, 
but even maximum attendance 
at these meetings is expected to 
cause little traffic.
 Greaves said the early morn-
ing hour of operation during the 
week is meant to accommodate 
patients who have to get blood 
drawn at the clinical laboratory, 
which must be done before they 
eat. But traffic noise should be 
minimal in those waking-up 
hours, she said.
 An employee cafe on site will 
ease traffic during lunch, and 
the 1,100 spaces at the two-level 
parking structure should assure 
that residents won’t vie for street 
parking with CMG patients.
 Pankhudi, who said she would 
consider moving if noise and 
traffic “gets really bad,” also 
wondered about noise from 
ambulances and delivery trucks.
 Greaves said just one or two 

ambulances a 
month would 
stop at CMG, 
with most of 
them going to El 
Camino Hospi-
tal’s emergency 
room. CMG 
specializes in 
outpatient ser-
vices and will 
coordinate with 
the hospital for 

patients who require procedures 
with overnight stays.
 Delivery trucks will visit regu-
larly, but “they will go to the 
delivery dock which is on the 
Highway 85 side of the building,” 
Greaves said. “The Americana 
residents will be buffered from 
that noise by the two-level park-
ing garage and landscaping.”
 And of course, there are bonus-
es to be had when living across 
the street from a top-notch medi-
cal facility.
 “It definitely feels good to know 
that in case of an emergency or if 
I’m sick, I can go across the street 
if I really need to,” Pankhudi 
said.
 She mentioned that it will also 
be nice to no longer find her 
parked car covered in dust and 
dirt from the construction site.
 Greaves predicted that daily 
life will return to normal once 
the clinic is up and running.
 “We understand that this large 
construction project has imposed 
noise on the residents of the 
Americana, and we very much 
appreciate their patience. We 
look forward to sharing their 
nice, quiet neighborhood with 
them,” she said.  V

E-mail Alexa Tondreau at 
atondreau@mv-voice.com

“We’ve met or 
exceeded guidelines 
to make sure things 

work well.”
CYNTHIA GREAVES
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Sea Scouts base, which once acted as a 
meeting place and training ground for 
young amateur sailors.
 “We try to get them to learn about the 
environment and love it, so they will pro-
tect it,” docent Marilyn Horner explained, 
as she waited in the Baylands parking lot 
for the students to arrive.
 “We want them to be stewards of the 

environment,” added volunteer Bobbie 
Callison.
 Consisting of 2,100 acres, the Baylands 
preserve extends out for about as far as 
the eye can see. It contains creeks, sloughs 
and large areas of freshwater and saltwater 
marshland, and is home to 150 species of 
birds, including the endangered clapper 
rail.
 Chirping birds commanded the atten-
tion of one small group of third grade 
pupils as they wandered around, stopping 

to listen to black-necked stilts, western 
sandpipers and marsh wrens, to name just 
a few of the birds seen during the outing.
 “It’s kind of like a love song,” Horner 
explained to the students. “They have to 
practice a lot. The male bird who has the 
best song, he gets the best lady bird.”
 Unobtrusive paths and docks allowed 
the students easy access to various reaches 
of the preserve, and a wide array of wild-
life.
 The students examined underground 
holes made by jackrabbits, and observed 
the thousands of barnacles clinging to a 
dock on the marsh. They also received 
a short lesson in the photosynthesis of 
aquatic grass, and even got to eat some 
pickle weed, which they reported lived up 
to its name.
 Third-grade teacher Rachel Zierdt said 
the trip was a nice contrast to everyday life 
on the Peninsula.
 “It’s so congested out there,” she said. 
“It’s lovely to get the children in nature. 
What’s neat is that it’s right here in our 
backyards.”
 Zierdt said the hike is intended to cor-
respond with classroom curriculum, 
including a unit on the Ohlone Indian 
tribe, whose members once lived in the 
lands now constituting the preserve.
 “You can show them all the pictures you 
want,” she said. “But this makes it con-
crete and real. It’s a wonderful resource.”
 Started in Palo Alto in 1972, Environ-
mental Volunteers currently has about 150 
docents. The group conducts field trips for 
the purpose of teaching natural science 

in a variety of locales, including Stevens 
Creek County Park, the Los Trancos Open 
Space Preserve and the Fitzgerald Marine 
Preserve in Moss Beach.
 Themes for the trips range from marine 
ecology to earthquake geology and 
preparedness. One popular trip, called 
“nature in your neighborhood,” examines 
the ecological life in suburban and urban 
settings around students’ schools.
 “It’s good to get them looking around,” 
Horner said of the students. “You really 
need to show it to them in order for them 
to appreciate it.”
 The 30 young naturalists seemed to fully 
appreciate it, right up to the moment when 
they had to get back on their school bus.
 “Oh my gosh,” said one, taking a last 
look. “Look how beautiful it is.”  V

E-mail Alexa Tondreau at 
atondreau@mv-voice.com

Now that’s music to our ears.

The harmonious lifestyle at BridgePoint at Los Altos senior living
community has families, as well as residents, singing our praises.
Without blowing our own horn too much, we suspect that Healthy
Strides—our one-of-a-kind approach to wellness activities, programs
and education—plays a huge part in that 98% approval. Check out
our website or come see for yourself.

At 98% approval, we’re just tuning up for 100%.

Independent Living & Assisted Living

1174 Los Altos Avenue • Los Altos, CA 94022
(650) 948-7337

Lic # 435200989 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

SAM TENNEY 

Springer School third graders Arad Massoodi, Megan Bioucchi, Hunter Lai and Elizabeth 
Yoon examine the marshes of the Baylands Nature Preserve in Palo Alto. 

What: “Wild Crush II: A Wine Affaire,” a 
fundraiser hosted by Environmental Volun-
teers. The event includes a tasting of local 
wines, gourmet dinner and live auction. Pro-
ceeds will go to raising and renovating the Sea 
Scouts base at the Baylands Preserve.
Where: Quadrus Center, 2400 Sand Hill Road, 
Menlo Park
When: Saturday, April 28, 6:30 p.m. 
Cost: $175 per person 
Contact: Call (650) 961-0545 or visit 
www.evols.org

■  I N F O R M AT I O N
BAYLANDS

 Continued from page 1
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Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

MILES
YOUNGEST 
PERSON TO 
RECEIVE LIFE 
SAVING HEART 
PUMP.

CURRENTLY:
BUNDLE OF
ENERGY

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Miles Coulson is defi nitely a force to be reckoned with. When he was just four months 
old he needed a heart. And the clock was ticking. So a team of doctors at Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital came up with a bold plan –  use a Berlin Heart, an artifi cial pump, until 
a transplant could be found. That the device had only been used a few times in the U.S. 
didn’t daunt them. They developed a protocol just for Miles. It was more than successful, 
it was groundbreaking for other pediatric heart patients. It’s this kind of innovative thinking, 
combined with sensitive, nurturing care, that makes Packard Children’s a world-class 
hospital and Miles a world-class bundle of energy. Visit www.lpch.org for more information.

© 2007 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital



for a total site value of $43 million. 
 On top of that, an $8 million 
tax deduction would be added if 
the remaining five acres were put 
into an easement. That makes for 
a total of $51 million — $2 mil-
lion more than in SummerHill’s 
plans, according to the “conser-
vative” report.
 The farm was recently vacated 
and the sisters who own it, Pau-
line King and Betty Moore, have 
expressed no interest in preserving 
any part of it. But according to the 
study, there is much to be gained 
for the sisters if they do decide to 
preserve a third of the farm.
 Moore also said that President 
George W. Bush’s 2006 tax cuts 
for the wealthy could mean a 
better profit now compared to 
before if the sisters sign off on 
a tax deductible easement. The 
easement would restrict the 
land to farming by a nonprofit, 
such as Full Circle Farms in 
Sunnyvale, and would become a 
permanent addition to the deed 
for the property. 

 The Farmlands Group recently 
received a letter from the sisters’ 
attorney saying there would not 
be enough benefit for the own-
ers to follow the plan to preserve 
five acres. Moore said she is not 
convinced the attorney, who lives 
in Atlanta, knows all the facts.
 The study cost more to commis-
sion than Moore was willing to 
admit, and she said the group is still 
trying to raise funds to pay for it. 
Bay Area Economics has provided 
studies for monumental projects 
in the region, such as San Jose’s 
gargantuan Coyote Valley project 
and the conversion of the Presidio 
military base in San Francisco. 
 Mountain View’s general plan, 
written in 1992 after several years 
of work, calls the Grant Road 
farm and the Francia orchard on 
Whisman Road valuable assets to 
be preserved if possible. 
 “Where possible the city should 
support efforts by other agencies, 
private organizations or non-
profits to preserve agricultural 
lands if they become available,” 
the general plan states. “Some 
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  Continued on next page

Community Wellness Lecture Series
Presented by the Health Library & Resource Center — A PlaneTree Affiliate

Wednesday, April 18      7–8 pm
 Your Teenage Daughter — Everything You
 Didn’t Want to Know | Katherine Sutherland, MD

El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria, 2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

Wednesday, May 2      7–8 pm
 Stroke: Reduce Your Risk | Ronald Hess, MD

City of Sunnyvale Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale

Wednesday, May 16      7–8 pm
 Skin Cancer: What You Need to Know

Greg Morganroth, MD
El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria, 2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

To register and for more information call (800) 216-5556
the right care. right here.

2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

PENINSULA INTERFAITH ACTION ~ PIA
Taking the Time to Recognize and Thank the

“Heroes” Among Us Who Make Our Community Better

Honoring

Public Sector Community Heroes
Hon. Rose Jacobs Gibson & Hon. Richard S. Gordon 

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors

Private Sector Community Hero 
Ms. Becky Morgan

President, Morgan Family Foundation
Former President and CEO of Joint Venture: Silicon Valley

Former California State Senator representing Silicon Valley

Community Heroes
Congregations from Daly City to Mountain View

will recognize local community leaders

April 27, 2007 
Computer History Museum

1401 North Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View

Lunch & Program 11:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Reserve your seat now!
Ticket Price: $100 ~ Table Sponsorships Start At $2,500

Contact: Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA)
Phone: 650-592-9181 ext. 12

www.PIAPICO.org ~ piaevents@sbcglobal.net

Event Sponsor Media Sponsors

FARM
 Continued from page 1

“Where possible the 
city should support 
efforts ... to preserve 
agricultural lands 

if they become 
available.”

CITY’S GENERAL PLAN



Your idea of Closing

The Generation Gap.

You have your own ideas for enjoying your life. Now explore our idea 

of retirement living. 

At 899 Charleston, you’ll discover a place with a true focus on 

intergenerational living. Where your friends can be found just a few 

doors down. Where you’ll stay connected to people of all ages and 

interests through our vibrant and active environment. And where 

your family will find a warm and inviting welcome. Here you’ll find 

people who will help you be just who you want to be. Yourself. 

Our idea of retirement living. 899 Charleston.

899 Charleston has filed an application for a Certificate of Authority and has been issued 
a permit from the California Department of Social Services to accept deposits.
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possible methods of preservation 
are long-term conservation ease-
ments, donations by property 
owners, partnerships with pri-
vate or public agencies, forma-
tion of a nonprofit association, 
and partial acquisitions.”
 City attorney Michael Mar-
tello said the City Council could 
initiate zoning of the site to 
include five acres of agricultural 
land. Residents could even do it 
through a referendum to voters, 
like Home Depot did with the 
old Emporium site years ago. 
 But no one can force the sisters 
to sign an easement or allow the 
land to be farmed, Martello said 
— it could simply sit unused 
indefinitely. Even so, the council 
could make the use and the ease-
ment a condition of approving 
the project.
 The Farmlands Group’s vision 
is to have a fruit stand, year-
round farming and educational 
programs. Several nonprofit 
organizations have expressed 
interest in participating, and 
1,200 people have signed a peti-
tion for preservation. Several 
companies, agencies and the city 
of Los Altos also have endorsed 
the group’s plan. 
 Mayor Laura Macias is one of 
four council members who say 
they are at least open to the idea. 
The others are Jac Siegel, Margaret 
Abe-Koga and Ronit Bryant. 
 Council member Tom Means 
has said he doesn’t think a farm is 
the best use of the land. If it was, 
there would be more farms in the 
area, he said. 
 Macias told the Voice she was 
surprised at how organized the 
group was.
 “We have a lot of data,” Macias 
said. “This decision is something 
we should dive into and not be 
afraid of.”
 On May 8, the City Council will 
hold a study session on the annexa-
tion process, as the land is still part 
of the county and would have to be 
annexed for the city to change its 
zoning to residential.
 Council member Matt Pear 
made a motion at the end of 
Tuesday night’s council meeting 
to restrict city staff from con-
sidering the Farmlands Group’s 
proposal for May 8. Means with-
drew a second for the motion 
after Elaine Costello, com-
munity development director, 
made it clear that staff wasn’t 
going to be studying outside 
proposals for the meeting, only 
the annexation process and the 
existing pre-zoning for complete 
residential use.
 Siegel said the community would 
have the opportunity to make its 
case for zoning alternatives during 
public comment on May 8. V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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Ageless Beauty!
Buy a package of 5 Silkpeel treatments 

and receive the 6th Silkpeel FREE 
plus receive a free 30-Day Supply of 

C-Estamins, a Nutritional Care Supplement*

Jean Gordon, M.D. Ph. D.
Certifi ed American Board of Dermatology

2660 Solace Pl, Suite C, Mtn. View

650.938.6559
Next to El Camino Hospital

*While supplies last, offer expires April 30, 2007

Model

Become Part of
The Stanford Tradition
High School Summer College
Undergraduate & Graduate Programs

June 23 – August 19, 2007

Choose from over
150 courses offered in

30 departments

Commute or live in residence

Enjoy accessible faculty,
small classes and the riches

of the San Francisco Bay Area

Visit us on the web:
summer.stanford.edu

Email us:
summersession@stanford.edu

Or phone us:
(650) 723-3109



By Daniel DeBolt

After recent study sessions 
on the large housing devel-
opment proposed for the 

Whisman area, it has become 
apparent that the density of the 
project is more likely to be 700 to 
800 homes, not the 1,260 talked 
about last week.
 “Obviously density is going to 
drop,” Mark Kroll, president of 
Regis Homes, the site’s developer, 
told the Voice earlier this week.
 Mayor Laura Macias described 
the City Council’s direction on the 
project as “radical surgery.” As a 
result, the average housing density 
on the site could be the same or 
less than neighboring Whisman 
Station, said Mike Wiley of Regis 
Homes. Though Regis has plans 
for multi-story stacked flats on the 
northern end of the property, there 
will likely be single family homes on 

its southern border at a lower density 
than Whisman Station, in accor-
dance with council’s direction.
 The council indicated last week 
that it would like to drop the nine-
acre Francia family orchard from 
the development, which would 
likely have been a site for 200 of the 
project’s homes as well as 1.2 acres 
of park space. 
 The developers originally pro-
posed 7.2 acres of park space, 
including a 1.5-acre park at the 
Webex company site, which is not 
likely to develop anytime soon. The 
remaining 4.5-acre park on Fergu-
son Drive may also be cut since it 
was made clear that park space will 
be limited to what is provided by the 
city’s park dedication requirements.
 But there may be hope for a larger 
regional park at the Francia site, 
which the Francia family has not 
aggressively attempted to develop. 
According to city staff, the fact that 

the property is covered by the Wil-
liamson Act and zoned for agricul-
ture would not prevent its use as a 
park, but is an obstacle for housing 
development. 
 The council had expressed inter-
est in building as much as 37,000 
square feet of retail, but according 
to the staff report, a reduction in 
density may mean less retail space 
can be supported by the project.
 After receiving some general 
guidelines, Regis Homes plans 
to seek community comment on 
details, such as where to put a 
“residents only” recreation center 
or what do with a small portion of 
the 10-acre Kalcic property, a slice 
of barren land that is the only part 
of the development on the west side 
of the light rail tracks. 
 More than 1,200 homes may still 
be studied in the environmental 
impact report to estimate the 
project’s maximum impact. City 
staffers are also studying alternative 
park locations at the site.
 “There needs to be a very sub-
stantial amount of community 
input as this neighborhood is 
shaped,” Kroll said. “That pro-
cess needs to start as soon as 
possible.”  V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.

Come experience
the Bliss...

We invite you to experience our world-class 
therapeutic services for both women and men. 

We off er exclusive skin care treatments, 
Innovative hair design, touch therapies, 

including massage, luxurious nail spa service 
and comprehensive fi nishing touches – all 
brought to you by professionally trained, 

accredited, and compassionate industry experts.

• Full Service Day Spa •
• Full Service Hair Salon •

• Exquisite Boutique •
High-end Skincare, Fine Cosmetics, Perfumes, 

Beautiful Accessories, 

Jewelries, Candles, Soaps & Teas

• Gift Certificates Available! •
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520 Bryant St. at University, Palo Alto
(650) 327 - 1780   www.vianhunter.com
Summer Hours: Mon - Sat 11 - 6, Sun 12 - 5

Fashionably classic accessories, dresses and
separates with a modern fit in modern fabrics.
Designed and made locally.

Vian Hunter

See what happens
        when you dress up a little?

Whisman project likely to be scaled back

some laughs when he asked if 
there was any money budgeted to 
improve the microphones in the 
council chamber.
 Duggan also proposed how to 
divvy up the unusually high unal-
located balance of $32 million this 
year. The city proposes that $6.6 
million of it go toward funding 
retiree health care. This would 
drop the debt below $12 million, 
continuing to chip away at the 
2004 estimate of $43 million.
 As residents clamor for more 
parks, the city proposes adding 
$3 million out of the $32 million 
to an open space reserve, which 
could be combined with a $6 mil-
lion park fund to buy park land. 
There are some caveats for the $6 
million, however, because some 
of the money can only be spent in 
the neighborhoods it was collected 
from, Duggan said.
 Of the remaining $32 million, 
$11 million would go to a capital 
improvement reserve, $2 million 
would reimburse attorneys fees 
for the Shoreline lawsuit, and the 
rest goes to miscellaneous annu-
al expenses, such as equipment 
replacement and maintenance.
 The 115-page narrative budget 
report can be seen at the city clerk’s 
office or on the city’s Web site at 
www.ci.mtnview.ca.us.  V

COUNCIL
 Continued from page 12
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To request a FREE site assessment, go to
www.solarcity.com or call 650-638-1028
888-SOL-CITY | 888-765-2489

Copyright, 2007 SolarCity. All rights reserved. SolarCity is a registered trademark of SolarCity Corp.
and/or its affiliates. Other names may be trademarks of their respective owners.

Earn up to 30% Savings on
Solar Power Systems for Your
Home and Business

Special Solar Power Purchase Program for
Mountain View, Menlo Park, and Woodside Residents

Upcoming Events:
To atttend, please register online at
www.solarcity.com/events

Menlo Park, CA
Saturday 4/14 @ 3:00PM
Menlo Park Council Chambers
701 Laurel Street

Mountain View, CA
Tuesday 4/17 @ 7:00PM
Mountain View Community Center
201 South Rengstorff Avenue

>

>

Commercial and residential solar power systems design, installation,
and administration

10- Year warranty included on all systems

Solar Systems designed to integrate with your existing architecture

Energy efficiency products and services

500+ SolarCity Power Systems installed

Our service includes permit processing, system design and installation,

rebate administration, financing, energy efficiency consulting, and system

monitoring – everything you need to go solar.
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Bay City News

While this winter’s pro-
longed dry weather 
and below-average 

rainfall won’t likely impact Santa 
Clara County drinking water 
supplies, experts are suggesting 
that wildlife might soon feel 
the heat if water levels stay low 
through spring.
 Five of the county’s 10 reser-
voirs — Uvas, Chesbro, Almaden, 

Guadalupe and Stevens Creek 
— will almost certainly see low 
levels of water this summer, 
according to the Santa Clara Val-
ley Water District.
 Most likely to feel the affect 
from the recent lack of rainfall 
will be migrating steelhead trout, 
which visit swollen spring creeks 
each year as they make their 
way to sea from March through 
May.
 Officials began taking special 

steps last week to keep creeks 
and streams wet for longer this 
season in an effort to encourage 
the migrating fish to go about 
their business.
 Hoping to encourage threat-
ened species of steelhead trout 
to migrate to the Pajaro River 
and into Monterey Bay in the 
next several months, the water 
district has begun increasing 
water releases from the Uvas 
Reservoir.

 Steelhead trout migrate out 
of Uvas Creek to the Pajaro 
River annually through May, 
according to water district senior 
project manager Scott Akin. The 
migrations coincide with storms 
that raise creek levels and pro-
vide an outlet over barriers for 
the fish.
 “With higher water releases we 
are attempting to mimic a spring 
storm event,’’ Akin said.
 According to a recent state-
ment from the district, water lev-
els in Uvas Creek fell to around 
4 percent in February, causing 
the district to significantly cut 
the amount of water released 
from Uvas Reservoir in order 
to ensure that, with the current 
available water supply, the creek 
can remain wet for longer.
 But without significant 
amounts of rain since early Feb-

ruary, Uvas and several other 
district creeks are expected to go 
dry this summer, which would 
likely result in a loss of wildlife.
 “We want to give maturing 
steelhead trout the best chance 
of making their migration to the 
ocean,’’ said Tony Estremera, 
chairman of the water district 
board of directors. “This exer-
cise will help preserve the gen-
eration of steelhead which can 
be expected to return to spawn 
in two to three years.’’
 In addition to Uvas Creek, 
other Santa Clara creeks expect-
ed to “dry-back’’ this summer 
from the lack of rainfall are 
Alamitos and Guadalupe creeks 
in the Guadalupe Watershed, 
Stevens Creek in the Lower 
Peninsula Watershed and Lla-
gas Creek in South Santa Clara 
County.

Water District lends help to county’s migrating fish

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

Sunday
Mornings for 

Spiritual Health
Meditation 9:15-9:45am

Service      10-11am
Non-denominational

and Inclusive Spirituality.
Thursdays  7-8pm

Meditation &
Self-Development

Pathways to Self Healing
4153A El Camino Way

Palo Alto (650) 424-1118
www.psh.org

Unity has roots in Christianity and embraces all paths to God.

Services Sunday at 8:45 and 11 am
Childcare and youth programs available.

3391 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto
Phone: 650-494-7222

www.UnityPaloAlto.org

UNITy PALO ALTO
Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!

8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

To include your Church in Inspirations and for Easter rates
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189

Family, Friends, Faith
It’s what’s important. 
It’s who we are.

First Presbysterian
1667 Miramonte Ave.

(650) 968-4473 
www.fpcmv.org

SUNDAY: 
Sunday School 9am
Worship 10:30 am

“Come and have your Faith lifted!

A NEW CHRISTIANITY

PALO ALTO NEW CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU!

    Worshiping the LORD God Jesus Christ
Currently studying the TEN COMMANDMENTS

(Parlor at First Baptist Church) N. California & Bryant, P.A.

                        4 pm, 1st & 3rd Sundays

Touch the Heart
 Feed the Mind
  Serve the Neighbor

Info@PaloAltoNewChurch.org

April 1   ‘Be A Life Giver’    Rev. Erik Sandstrom
April 15  ‘Honor Marriage’    Rev. Mark Perry



CreateCreate
Rediscover artistic talents or 

find an interest in something new.

painting • drawing • ceramics • photography • theater 
For complete course listings, visit www.foothill.edu.

Classes Start April 9.

fi

painting
For comp

Classes Start April 9.Classes Start April 9.

Create

BMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com
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The community
comes FIRST

Community paper.
Fireplace fodder.

Pet cage liner.
Fish wrap.

(650) 858-7700
3001 El Camino Real in Palo Alto
www.MikesBikes.com

Sunday April 8, 10am–4pm:
@ Skegg’s Point
(El Corte de Madera Creek
Open Space Preserve)

County 
streamlines 
food stamp 

red tape
Bay City News

Santa Clara County has 
launched a new pilot pro-
gram streamlining the food 

stamp application process for the 
chronically homeless and work-
ing poor families, according to a 
county statement.
 The program, launched in Feb-
ruary, is one of several initiatives 
to improve services to chroni-
cally homeless individuals and 
the working poor families in the 
county by eliminating lengthy 
application processes and adding 
outreach.
 The initial pilot program looks 
to admit a total of 100 people, 
according to Kathy Buckovetz 
from the Department of Employ-
ment and Benefit Services. If suc-
cessful, the program could be the 

standard application process by 
mid summer, Buckovetz said.
 “It’s a hardship for a homeless 
person and working poor family 
to make multiple office visits. 
They don’t have bus tokens to go 
back and forth, which is especial-
ly difficult for the north county 
and south county clients,” said 
Supervisor Don Gage. 
 One way the process has been 
sped up is by allowing applicants 
to interview by phone, cutting 
out time- and money-wasting 
journeys.
 For chronically homeless appli-
cants, outreach workers from 
partnering agencies are trained 
by the Social Services Agency’s 
Department of Employment Ben-
efits to identify and refer eligible 
individuals to the pilot program.
 These trained outreach workers 
are also able to assist with filling 
out the “hardship waiver,” which 
requires documents such as a 
birth certificate. By satisfying the 
hardship waiver, applicants can 
get food stamps within three days, 
and sometimes the same day.
 To qualify for the hardship 
waiver, applicants will have to 
display hardships related to 
financial, schedule, travel or other 
difficulties, Buckovetz said.

“They don’t have 
bus tokens to go 
back and forth.”

SUPERVISOR DON GAGE
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WE INVENTED A NEW TECHNIQUE TO STOP CLOGGED ARTERIES COLD.
The cardiovascular experts at El Camino Hospital are mighty warriors in the fight against heart disease.
Armed with cutting-edge treatments and technology, our innovative team delivers world-class care
right here in the Silicon Valley. One example is Cryoplasty,® an advanced angioplasty technique
that clears clogged arteries by freezing the plaque. It’s saving limbs, and lives. And Dr. James Joye
developed it right here at El Camino Hospital, where we always have your best interests at heart. 

WHATEVER IT TAKES.

the right care. right here.

www.elcaminohospital.org     800-216-5556

Get your FREE Healthy Heart Pack, full of tips, recipes, a pedometer      
and more. Call 800-216-5556 today. Supplies are limited. 

Dr. James Joye,

Medical Director of 

the Cardiac Cath Lab

and world-renowned 

cardiac innovator

orbacedo@corp.sonic.net
Ric Orbacedo . 408-890-0190

T1 DATA LINE WITH 
ROUTER & INTERNET 

STARTING AT $499 Friends of Foothills Park

3300 Page Mill Road, Los Altos Hills
Volunteer info: www.FoFPark.org

650.321.7882

Preserve, Protect, Enjoy
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YMCA ORGANIZES 
‘HEALTHY KIDS DAY’ 

 The El Camino YMCA is orga-
nizing the 16th annual Healthy 
Kids Day for next weekend in 
Mountain View.
 YMCA is inviting families 
to “Put play in your day” with 
games and exercises designed 
around maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle. A range of activities has 
been planned throughout the 
day, including tug-o-war, water-
melon toss, jump rope and a hula 
hoop contest. 
 Visitors will also be able to get 
their blood pressure and fitness 
assessed, enjoy a bounce house 
or browse through arts and 
crafts on display. A dance and 
karate demonstration is also 
planned for young people. All 
events are free and open to the 
public.
 The 16th annual YMCA 
Healthy Kids Day will go from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 
14 at the El Camino YMCA, 2400 
Grant Rd., Mountain View. For 
more information, call the El 
Camino YMCA at (650) 969.9622 
or e-mail Rachel Kinney at rkin-
ney@ymcamidpen.org.

ST. FRANCIS HIGH 
PRESENTS ‘GREASE’
 St. Francis High School stu-
dents are directing and starring 
in the musical “Grease” this 
April.
 The St. Francis Drama Pro-
duction will feature students 
between the ages of 14 and 18 
in a production which is also 
choreographed and directed by 
students. 
 “Our theater program is 
unique because we not only 
teach students to be great the-
ater artists, but also great lead-
ers,” said drama director Laura 
Rose. 
 St. Francis will present 
“Grease” on April 20-21 and 26-
28 at the Raskob Gym Theater, 
Saint Francis High School, 1885 
Miramonte Ave., Mountain 
View. Showtime is 7:30 p.m., 
and tickets are $10. For more 
information, call St. Francis 
Drama Production at (650) 968-
1213, ext. 244.

— Zunaira Durrani 

■  C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

Let us hear yours.
E-mail editor@mv-voice.com
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“My back and leg are 

killing me. Every time 

I try to lift a roll of 

carpet, it feels as though 
someone is driving a dagger into my 

hip and pouring hot lead down my leg.” 

Ernie was a carpet installer, and years of 

lifting and working bent-over had taken 

their toll. His MRI’s revealed massive disc 

and joint degeneration. The surgeons he 

consulted were not optimistic about the 

outcome of surgery, given the extent of 

damage to the discs of L4 and L5 that 

had protruded and were pressing against 

the nerves causing his pain.

This was clearly a case for Spinal 

Decompression, a method of reducing 

the pressure on the disc, reducing the 

bulge and allowing the nerves to heal.

The outcome? Ernie was able to return to 

his work with zero pain. He lifts and 

installs carpet, water skis, surfs, and feels 

“Fabulous!”
Call to schedule a no-charge consultation. 
Feel free to bring any MRI’s, X-rays or lab 
studies you may have. Please mention MV-10.

Bulging Disc

Dr. Culver has recently 
opened a new facility in 
Mountain View where 
he provides natural 
healing processes 
utilizing modern 
chiropractic neurology 
and new biomechanical 
techniques that produce 
lasting results. 

• Recent recipient of 
America’s
Top Chiropractors 
Award

• Over 40 years in practice

• Board Certified 
Chiropractic Neurologist 

• Applied Kinesiologist

• Pettibon Practitioner

• Certified in Neuro 
Emotional Technique 

• Chiropractic Sports 
Physician

• Spinal Decompression

• Nutrition

480 San Antonio Road
Mountain View, CA
650.559.7500

ROBERT L. CULVER D.C., D.A.C.N.B.

 D R . C U LV E R ’ s
C A S E  S T U D Y  O F  T H E  WE E K

C H I R O P R A C T I C  /  R E H A B I L I T AT I O N  R E I N V E N T E D

T H E  N E W  C H I R O P R A C T I C

As part of Stanford’s Community Day on

Sunday April 15,2007, dermatologists 

from Stanford Hospital & Clinics will be 

on hand to check for unusual moles or 

irregular blemishes.

If you have had the following,

this screening is for you:

■ Excessive exposure to the sun

■ Many moles or atypical moles

■ A parent or sibling who has had 

skin cancer

Sunday, April15,2007
12:00-3:00 PM

WallenbergHall
Building160 (Quad)

For questions or additional 

information, call

650.725.8400
http://communityday.stanford.edu/

Free Skin Cancer Screening

COMMUNITY DAY EVENT

average person.
 So Lampkin attended the instal-
lation of Mountain View’s new 
postmaster, Debra Powell, last 
Friday, March 30 at the Carrier 
Annex on La Avenida. He said he 
joined at least 100 people in wel-
coming the first in female post-
master to take over in Mountain 
View since the late 1800s.
 Powell replaces former Postmas-
ter Kenneth Baker, who passed 
away recently, and whose widow 
was in attendance.
 The postmaster, Lampkin noted, 
normally works out of the main 
branch downtown, and “basically 
is there to make sure that every-
body does their job. She is the 
person between the public and the 
post office.”

“THE WORKERS from the Day 
Worker Center of Mountain View 
would like to give back to the 
Mountain View community by 
volunteering for a community 
project,” explained Craig Sherod in 
a recent e-mail. Sherod, who serves 
the Center as a member of its board, 
says they are asking the public’s help 
on an intriguing and novel idea:
 They are seeking the public’s 
ideas, he wrote, “for a project 
that requires mostly labor to 
accomplish (there is not a lot of 
budget for expensive materials). 
Do you know a community or 
neighborhood space that needs 
cleaning, painting, gardening, or 
other labor-intensive attention? 
Please send your ideas by April 30 
to csherod@comcast.net or call the 
Day Worker Center of Mountain 
View at (650) 903-4102.” 

Don Frances can be reached 
at dfrances@mv-voice.com.

EDITOR’S DESK
 Continued from page 5



for the labor agreement, after 
nearly two hours of presentations 
and public testimony from both 
sides of the heated debate.
 “We’re as unified on this as we 
ever get on anything,” said Hal 
Plotkin, board president.
 The trustees will make an 
official motion to approve the 
item at an April 30 meeting 
when they will discuss contract 
details, including the formation 
of a construction trade appren-
ticeship program in the district, 
a stipulation mandated by local 
union representatives.
 As much as any argument, 
trustees said, the educational 
component of the agreement 
appealed to them, particularly in 
light of figures presented by Neil 
Struthers, chief executive officer 
of Santa Clara County’s Build-
ing and Construction Trades 
Council, which represents sev-
eral labor trade unions.
 Struthers said in his presen-
tation that 50 percent of the 
construction work force in Cali-
fornia is set to retire in 10 years. 
The labor trade unions hope to 
use apprenticeship programs 
“to win back young people who 

are passing over our industry 
because they’ve been told, ‘You 
don’t want to do that,’” Struthers 
said.
 He added that the apprentice-
ship program properly trains 
students to be eligible for the most 
advanced construction work.
 Trustee Laura Casas Frier 
agreed with Struthers on the 

potential for a labor deficit.
 “This is a very true statement,” 
she said. “We’re in a crisis for 
skilled workers, and it behooves 
us to have an educated and 
competent workforce in our 
district.”
 But the evening’s hot-button 
issue came down to money, both 
in the form of the prevailing 
wage paid to construction work-
ers, and whether PLA contracts 
inflate construction costs.
 Of the former, Struthers said, 
“This is really the issue at stake 
here tonight.”

 He and dozens of laborers from 
the construction trades spoke 
of incidents where non-union 
contractors allegedly underpaid 
them or didn’t pay any benefits. 
The prevailing wage in Cali-
fornia is roughly $30 per hour, 
depending on the trade.
 The meeting often seemed to 
shift away from the support and 
opposition of PLA contracts to 
the more general and historical 
debate of union versus non-
union.
 “Guys like myself always got 
taken advantage of by non-
union outfits,” Adrian Marti-
nez said. He currently belongs 
to Local 393 of the plumbers 
union.
 Struthers said that by under-
paying employees, non-union 
contractors had the ability to 
underbid union contractors on 
projects. A PLA, he reasoned, 
provided “a level playing field.”
 But for those on the other side 
of the argument, a PLA guaran-
teed the exact opposite.
 As part of a PLA’s stipulations, 
non-union contractors must 
pay workers’ health and welfare 
benefits to union trusts funds, 
in addition to benefits they pro-
vide through their own benefits 
packages, and would also be 
required to pay union dues and 
fees. Double costs in this area 

dissuade non-union contractors 
from bidding.
 Nicole Goehring, government 
affairs director for the local 
chapter of Associated Builders 
and Contractors, told the board 
that PLAs “are non-competitive 
and discriminatory.”
 But Struthers shot back. 

“Clearly it’s illegal to limit com-
petition in the state of Califor-
nia,” he said, adding that “the 
Supreme Court ruled in 2001 
that they are not anti-competi-
tive.”
 In terms of overall project 
costs, Goehring and others 
argued that when non-union 
contractors drop out of the bid-
ding process, remaining con-
tractors can inflate the price of 
their lowest bid, making project 
costs rise overall, sometimes by 
as much as 20 percent.

 Studies show conf licting 
numbers on that notion, as do 
examples of local projects that 
used a PLA.
 In the Oakland Unified School 
District, evidence shows that 
after a PLA was put into place, 
the lowest bid came in at 
$437,000 more then when bid-
ding occurred without one. But 
in the East Side Union High 
School District in San Jose, 
district official Rick Reyes told 
trustees the presence of a PLA 
had not raised costs on their 
project and had provided an 
overall positive experience.
 “We really don’t have any 
major issues,” he said. “It’s been 
very quiet and easygoing.”
 Reyes’ comment refers to 
the element of the PLA which 
provides a no-strike clause, 
strict guidelines for work rules, 
hours and overtime pay, as well 
as establishing a labor manage-
ment committee to oversee the 
whole process.
 Trustees seemed to be swayed 
by this component of the contract 
as well.
 “I think we have enough rea-
sons that make sense for us to go 
ahead and adopt a PLA,” trustee 
Betsy Bechtel said.  V

E-mail Alexa Tondreau at 
atondreau@mv-voice.com
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“Guys like myself 
always got taken 
advantage of by 

non-union outfits.”
ADRIAN MARTINEZ

“We’re as unified 
on this as we ever 
get on anything.” 

HAL PLOTKIN



time to adequately search for a 
replacement.
 “I knew she had been think-
ing of it,” Totter said. “In her 
life, it was time to move on. 
She’s looking at new opportuni-
ties.” Wright, 51, was a 10-year 
employee of the district and will 
continue in her position until the 
end of the school year. She could 
not be reached for comment by 
press time.
 A spokesperson for the Cali-
fornia State Teachers Retirement 
System, or CalSTRS, said the 
auditors will review all relevant 
documents, such as contracts and 
payroll reports. Auditors routine-
ly conduct interviews, but district 
personnel reported that no staff 
interviews were scheduled.
 The investigation was sched-
uled to last through Thursday. 
Results could take several more 
weeks to be released.
 Totter said that towards the end of 
the school year the district intends 
to plan “some activity in recogni-
tion of [Wright’s] contributions.”
 Wright served the district 
through several critical stages 
in the past decade, including the 
much-contested closure of Slater 
Elementary School last year and 
the passing of the $1.6 million 
parcel tax in 2004. She also saw 
the district through its litigation 
with Aaron Katz, who sued in 
2005, claiming the parcel tax was 
illegal because not all property 
owners were eligible to vote. Katz 
lost his case in the Santa Clara 
County Superior Court.
 Goldman started his career in 
education in 1990 as a fifth grade 
teacher in Burlingame. Previ-
ously, he worked as an attorney, 
representing banks and other 
financial institutions. He re-
opened Huff in 1998.
 “We are very excited about him 
joining us at the district office,” 
Totter said. V

E-mail Alexa Tondreau at 
atondreau@mv-voice.com
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Annual Community Yard Sale
& City-Wide Garage Sale

May 12, 2007

At Home or at the Park

Register by April 23
www.mvrecycle.org
(650) 903-6227

Funding provided by the City and a Matching Grant
from the California Integrated Waste Management Board.
Zero Waste--You Make It Happen!

BALDEV MANN
Insurance Agent
1901 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY STE 6
MOUNTAIN VIEW
a029821@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0F24165

Subject to availability and qualifi cations. Insurance offered only with select companies.  Allstate Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and Allstate 
Life Insurance Company: Northbrook, Illinois  ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.

Call me today about our full line-up.
(Auto. Home. Life. Commercial.)

(650) 691-4770

Learn how to turn your grass, leaves and
kitchen scraps into nutritious soil for your garden

and get a compost bin at a discounted rate.

Register by calling the Rotline at (408) 918-4640
or visit www.ReduceWaste.org for a class schedule.

Brought to you by:

FREE COMPOST
WORKSHOP

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

FREE COMPOST WORKSHOP 
IN MOUNTAIN VIEW

Saturday April 21, 10AM - 12 NOON

Community Center
at Rengstorff Park

Pre-Registration Required

PROBE
 Continued from page 1
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WHISMAN NEEDS 
SCHOOLS, NOT
COFFEE SHOPS
Editor:
 In last week’s article about the 
proposed Whisman housing proj-
ect (“Green light on Whisman 
project”), it was reported that 
“several [City Council] members 
made comments about how nice 
it would be for residents to at least 
have a coffee shop nearby.”
 I can’t say I’m surprised that 
no one on the council has a clue 
as to what the Whisman neigh-
borhood has and doesn’t have, 
but there are three coffee shops 
near the corner of Whisman 
and Middlefield — two Clock-
towers and Roger’s Donuts. As 
a content patron of all three, I 
don’t know if we need any more.
 What the neighborhood does 
not have is an elementary school 
since the school board decided 
to close both nearby schools, 
Whisman and Slater. This has 
left a wide swath of Mountain 
View — the entire area north 
of Central Expressway and east 
of Shoreline Boulevard, where 
about a quarter of the elemen-
tary students reside — with no 
neighborhood school. Mean-
while the area south of El Cami-
no, with fewer students, has two 
elementary schools as well as a 

middle school.
 Moreover, the neighborhood, 
already short on park space, has 
little or no access to the school 
playgrounds as the schools have 
been rented out to private con-
cerns. The school board did, it 
must be said, take pains to pre-
serve “Whisman” in the name of 
the district. Personally, I’d rath-
er have the schools than either 
the name or the coffee shop.

Gary Rosen 
Murlagan Avenue 

WHY NOT ASK BEFORE 
CALLING AUTHORITIES
Editor:
 This letter is directed to my 
anonymous neighbor who 
called the FBI, EPA and any 
other government agency that 
might need to be alerted to 
something terrible going on in 
my backyard.
 Actually, I’m exaggerating, 
but they did call the city code 
enforcement cops on me, who 
came strolling onto my private 
property and into my backyard 
uninvited to see what was going 
on. 
 You see, I happen to have the 
oldest pool in Mountain View 
in my backyard, and I was hav-
ing its fiberglass replaced after 
21 years of wear and tear. I must 

admit the smell was not pleas-
ant, although the work was 
done in three hours.
 All the neighbor had to do 
was come over to my house and 
ask what the smell was. I would 
have invited him/her into my 
backyard so that they could’ve 
witnessed for themselves that 
I wasn’t cooking up a batch of 
crystal meth.
 We have enough Big Brothers 
in this world to have to worry 
about our “friendly” neighbors 
calling the cops on us. We’ve got 

burglaries going on all around 
us and cars being stolen from 
right in front of my neighbor’s 
house, if you really want some-
thing to worry about.
 I thought we were supposed to 
be looking out for one another. 
Isn’t that what this quaint 
neighborhood that everybody 
is dying to get into is all about? 
Hey, friendly neighbor, get a life.

Muriel Sivyer-Lee 
Velarde Street 
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In the heady realm of unwanted pests, the Cuesta Park 
squirrels are hardly in the same league as the marauding 
bears at Yosemite or mountain lions in Palo Alto.

 But for a city like Mountain View, any out-of-control pest at 
a popular city park must be dealt with in a hurry, especially 
one that is threatening and biting young children in order to 
make off with their snack food.
 The immediate diagnosis of the problem was simple: Take 
away the food source and the squirrels will go away. But city 
officials ran up against a determined bunch of squirrels, as 
well as many recalcitrant parents who ignored the large signs 
placed in the park warning visitors to avoid feeding their 
squirrels.
 The drama put city administrators in such a bind that at 
first they authorized the use of “body-crushing” steel traps 
hidden in the trees. But when that story made the national 
press, the city backed off the deadly traps. After more study, 
officials decided to use live traps and off-site euthanasia — a 
strategy that ultimately proved successful.

 There is no guarantee it will last, but for the last few weeks 
no squirrel attacks or incidents have been reported at the 
park. The city has confirmed that at least nine of the squirrels 
were caught and euthanized after jumping into a decoy baby 
stroller in the playground area.
 All this seems to prove the theory that there were a few “bad 
apples” in the Cuesta Park squirrel population that needed 
to be removed if children were to be able to continue to use 
the park safely. It also shows that when it comes to dealing 
with wildlife, sometimes the most politically incorrect meth-
ods are still the most viable ones. (Relocating the squirrels, 
an option some called for early on, is prohibited by the state 
Department of Fish and Game.)
 It seems that things have settled down once again at Cuesta 
Park. It’s now up to the park’s users to keep it that way by not 
bringing food into the park, which could embolden the squir-
rels once more. The ultimate success will come when the city 
can stop putting rangers on patrol, and trust park users to 
help keep the play area free of renegade squirrels.

Squirrel outcry ends with a whimper
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Brought to you by the Santa Clara Valley Water District in partnership with the San Jose/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant, 
California Water Service Company, and the City of Palo Alto.

WWW.VALLEYWATER .ORG

408.265.2600 WE SEE WATER

High Water Bills?

We can help you save water AND money!

We’ll make a Free Water-Wise House Call to your home to review your outdoor 
and indoor water use, and give you customized tips to help you save money as 
well as keep your landscaping healthy and beautiful. And you won’t have to wait 
around all day . . . we will schedule a specific time for your appointment. 

Act before July 31, 2007 and you’ll receive a Free “Water-Wise Gardening” CD.  It 
contains valuable information on native plants that are beautiful and water efficient.
 

Call: 1-800-548-1882 today or visit: valleywater.org

Schedule and 
complete a Free
Water-Wise
House Call
& receive a FREE
“Water-Wise
Gardening” CD

Schedule and complete a 
Water-Wise House Call and 
you’ll receive a complimen-
tary copy of our CD “Water-
Wise Gardening.”  The CD lists 
a wide array of water saving 
plants that are beautiful, prac-
tical and most of all will help 
save you money on water bills.

SIERRA FOOTHILLS

FOR A COLOR BROCHURE, MASTER PLAN AND PRICE LIST PLEASE CALL OUR DANVILLE 
OFFICE: JOHNNY CAMPBELL  925 487 5977 OR JAMESTOWN OFFICE: PAT BRUNO 209 984 0777 

Just 2 hours from Bay Area located on the shores of 
magnifi cent Lake Don Pedro, Ranches from 42–92 acres 
with spectacular views of the Lake and beyond to Yosemite.  
Prices start from $595,000 (5 available)

ViewPoint
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A golden opportunity
COUNCIL MUST PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR TWO KEY 

DEVELOPMENT SPOTS ALONG EL CAMINO REAL
By Gene Lee

By coincidence, two rede-
fining developments are 
currently before the city 

of Mountain View, giving us a 
once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity to effect a unified vision 
for the continued development 
of the El Camino Real corridor 
from Castro Street to the San 
Antonio shopping center.
 The first is at the southwest 
corner of Castro and El Camino 
Real, where a landmark building 
recently burned down. The pre-
cise plan for this corner should be 
revised to encourage a redevelop-
ment that complements both the 
distinctive Washington Mutual 
building and the office building 
and plaza on the northwest cor-
ner. The mini-park on the north-
east corner provides 
an inviting entrance 
to downtown Moun-
tain View. 
 In the past, the city 
has declined to tackle 
the planning for the 
southwest corner, 
because the small 
parcels under many 
individual owners 
made a large project 
difficult and unlikely. 
Today things have 
changed. The most 
prominent parcel on 
the corner is empty, and plans 
for rebuilding will come before 
the city. Also, many of the parcels 
have been bought up by a couple 
of major owners on the corner. 
 Additionally, the city owns 
the large parking lot behind the 
buildings on the corner. For 
these reasons, now is the time to 
update the precise plan for the 
southwest corner to complement 
the standard set by the buildings 
on the other two corners.  
 The second opportunity is at 
the San Antonio shopping center, 
where the historic anchor tenant 
Sears will eventually be leaving. 
The character of the redevelop-
ment of the Sears site is critical to 
the future of the shopping center 
as well as to the entire corridor 
from San Antonio to Castro. 
 The shopping center is also 
hobbled by multiple ownerships 
of the parcels. While the owners 
have made efforts to coordinate 
the traffic patterns, the shop-

ping center as a whole still feels 
disjointed. A new business on 
the Sears site should promote 
the unity of the shopping cen-
ter, especially the foot traffic 
between stores. (Unfortunately, 
the Home Depot would be an 
island within the shopping cen-
ter. Sears’ departure has been 
postponed for three years, giving 
Home Depot additional time to 
negotiate the city’s review of its 
redevelopment proposal.) 
 San Antonio Center was once 
a major shopping center attract-
ing shoppers from many miles 
away; today it is overshadowed by 
larger, more attractive shopping 
centers. The character of the next 
tenant on the prominent Sears 
site will determine the direction 
that the entire shopping center 
will take when the next buildings 

come up for redevel-
opment.
  These two redevel-
opment projects will 
determine the future 
character of the El 
Camino Real corridor 
that connects them. 
They — along with 
the shopping center 
at El Monte Avenue 
— can set a high 
standard for all future 
projects in the cor-
ridor. A negative out-
come, especially at 

the San Antonio Center, would 
have negative repercussions all 
the way to the shopping centers 
at Grant Road. 
 The San Antonio Center is the 
western gateway into Mountain 
View. The Castro-El Camino 
Real nexus is the gateway to 
downtown Mountain View. 
Gateways are not merely bound-
ary markers. Gateways make a 
statement about the pride of the 
community one is entering. 
 Improvements to both sites 
have long been goals of the city. 
Events have presented today’s 
City Council an unprecedented 
opportunity. The council and city 
staff must step up to the task of 
revising the precise plans to give 
direction to the developers. Let 
this task be a challenge for you.

Gene Lee was a member of the 
Environmental Planning Com-
mission from 1980-84. He lives 
on Ernestine Lane.

Gateways
make a

statement 
about the

pride of the
community.
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COMMON GOOD BEATS 
INDIVIDUAL GOOD
Editor:
 In the sea of words being writ-
ten about “smart growth” in 
housing and the desire for more 
parkland, I found it refreshing to 
read the recent guest opinion by 
Elna Tymes, who used a tone of 
factual persuasion rather than a 
strident assertion of rights and 
demands (“Smart growth doesn’t 
mean no growth,” March 23).
 Employing a quieter voice is 
more productive because almost 
every side of the housing issue 
in our city comes down to the 
author’s order of priorities to 
implement a list of “needs.” My 
interpretation of the priorities 
of this author are as follows: 1) 
Lower density and slower growth 

in housing units than at present; 
2) More below-market-rate hous-
ing, and; 3) More transit-oriented 
housing.
 I don’t infer that transit-ori-
ented housing is not important to 
the author, but when push comes 
to shove, it comes out number 
three.
 We all agree that these three 
needs are real and beneficial to us 
all. But I would contend that hav-
ing more parkland and slowing 
development of more dense hous-
ing is simply not as important as 
more transit-oriented housing. 
Desirable — but not as important. 
 No question, individual hom-
eowners (myself included) benefit 
from slow growth and more 
parks. The reality is, on the hous-
ing issue, we need to place the 
common good above the indi-
vidual good. By doing so, we all 
end up with more.

Allen Price 
Velarde Street 

EDUCATORS ON COURSE 
WITH NEW TRUSTEE
Editor:
 A few weeks ago, I had the plea-
sure of witnessing the effective 
and respectful process used by 
the Santa Clara County Board of 
Education and their superinten-
dent, Dr. Colleen Wilcox, to select 
a new trustee. 
 When their colleague, Bill Evers, 
accepted an appointment to the 
U.S. Department of Education, 
the board was faced with fill-
ing the vacancy mid-term. The 
members efficiently decided to 
advertise for applicants to fill the 
remainder of Mr. Evers’ term and 
then appoint a new member.
 This procedure produced three 
excellent community leaders with 
a history and interest in educa-
tion. The board got written and 
oral comment from members of 
the public about all three candi-
dates, interviewed all three, and 
then voted to approve Palo Alto 
parent Grace Mah as the newest 
member of the county board.
 I endorsed Bill Evers when he 
ran for this seat, and I endorsed 
Grace Mah when she applied to 
fill his seat. I believe she brings the 
same characteristics to the board 
that Mr. Evers did — intelligence, 
independence and integrity.

Ellen Wheeler
Brookdale Avenue
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ViewpointTIED HOUSE CAFE & BREWERY
Your Place for:

Garden Patio Dining
Eight Microbrews 

on Tap
Fresh Beer To Go
Corporate Parties

Catering

Open Daily: M-Th & Sat 11:30-10:00, 
F 11:30-11:00 & Sun 11:30-9:30

(650) 965-BREW   954 Villa St. Mountain View

Watch the games on our 4 Hi-Def TVs 
including our 120” Big Screen!

Happy Hour: 
Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm

Saturdays–
 9pm - close

Voted
“Best California Cuisine”

in Mountain View
Check out our menu online @

www.tiedhouse.com

South Bay’s
Original

Microbrewery

TIED HOUSE CAFE & BREWERY

Mountain View • San Jose • Fremont • Milpitas • 408-244-0665
Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 4/26/07. No Internet Coupons Mountain View.

        iscover the exotic and fascinating taste of 

Thai cuisine nestled in the heart of Silicon Valley
D

4300 Great America Parkway #180, Santa Clara
Tel. 408-988-2982  Fax. 408-988-4292

5205 Prospect Road #110, West San Jose
Tel. 408-253-8424  Fax. 408-253-8833

174 Castro Street, Mountain View
Tel. 650-988-9323 Fax. 650-966-8309

For the
7th consecutive year.

★★★½
San Jose 

Mercury News

Hours: Tuesday - Sunday
5:30pm - 10pm

For Reservations
Call or Visit our Website

www.zitune.com

325 Main St. • Los Altos
650-947-0247

◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆

Mediterranean/Moroccan Cuisine

“San Francisco-quality food 
minus the long drive.”  

- Sheila Himmel 
 Mountain View Voice & Palo Alto Weekly

LETTERS
 Continued from page 20
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Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

By Dale F. Bentson

W here better to while 
away a lazy spring 
than in the south of 

France? If you can’t go, do the 
next best thing: a dinner at Cafe 
Brioche in Palo Alto. 
 The decor is as bright and 
inviting as any bistro in Avi-
gnon, Arles or Aix-en-Provence. 
The food is delicious and wallet-
friendly. Colorful table linens, 
stenciled walls and attentive 
service make Cafe Brioche a 
prime destination for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner. There are a half 
dozen tables outside for street-
side dining as well. 
 At Cafe Brioche, the bread bas-
ket alone ignited our taste buds. 
The French bread was crusty 

and spongy-fresh on the inside. 
The accompanying creamy but-
ter was studded with garlic and 
olive bits. An olive oil cruet was 
perched atop the table, in case we 
preferred dipping to slathering. 
 We started one dinner with 
the crispy Brioche beignet 
fritters ($8). The puffy, deep-
fried pastries were stuffed 
with roasted butternut squash, 
spiced walnuts, arugula and 
Roquefort cheese, which uni-
fied the other ingredients as it 
melted. A dipping sauce of sage 
aioli complemented. 
 The plump prosciutto-
wrapped prawns ($10) with 
lemon aioli were delectable. The 
salty ham integrated well with 
the plump, briny crustaceans, 
and the lemon garlic sauce inte-

grated the flavors. 
 I liked the lightness of the oys-
ter mushrooms ($9). Crusted 
in cornmeal and sesame seeds 
before deep frying, the oysters 
came with a creamy horseradish 
dipping sauce. 
 Deep-fried calamari ($10) 
were fresh ringlets of mollusk 
dredged in parmesan cheese 
and served with harissa mayon-
naise. Harissa is a spicy North 
African condiment made from 
chiles and spices. This version 
its milder cousin. 
 Cafe Brioche calls it Salade 
Parisienne ($8) while the same 
salad is called Salade Lyonnaise 
in other restaurants. I suppose 
it depends on where the chef ’s 

A touch of Provence
INVITING CAFE BRIOCHE SERVES PLEASING FRANCO-CALIFORNIA FARE

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

SAM TENNEY

Steamed mussels at Cafe Brioche in Palo Alto.

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

650.961.1992
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
Page

Watch Every 
Broadcast Game 

on New High 
Definition TVs!

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

NCAA & NBA & NHL
✦ ✦ ✦

Big Screens 

✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served

DANCE FLOOR

Skillet seared with a cognac
green peppercorn sauce

$26.95
Free Crême Brulée

with mention of this ad
Dinner 5:30-9:30pm

Filet Mignon

1405 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040

Ph: 650-964-3321

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

Complimentary
Champagne 
· The Easter Bunny Live
· Listen to Beautiful Melodies 
 performed by Tibor and Yelena
· Gypsy Violin with Piano
 Accompaniment

Adults: $26.50
Seniors (62 & up): $19.95
Children (5-10): $12.95
4 and under: Free
Reservations at must!

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale

Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy
www.nicolinosgardencafe.com

26th Annual
Easter Sunday
Brunch Buffet
April 8, 2007
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Treat Your Family To A Fabulous Buffet!

PRIME R IB & SE AFOOD

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

  See CAFE BRIOCHE, page 24
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Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $449
• Living Trusts $399/$499
• Incorporations/LLC $399
• Non-Profit $399
•          Probate (Free Quote) 
• And much more!

Kyle & Koko

roots are. Nevertheless, it’s a 
grand salad of frisee, lardons 
(bacon) and croutons with a 
poached egg on top. A light vin-
aigrette mixes with the egg to 
coat the lettuce. The lardons and 
croutons add a salty crunch. 
 According to manager Malek 
Kaci, the hazelnut-crusted salm-
on ($19) is one of the most 
popular dishes on the menu. 

The delicious fish was thick-cut 
and just cooked through. The 
merlot-blackberry sauce, how-
ever, overwhelmed the delicate 
salmon flavor. I could taste 
little but the syrupy reduction. It 
was the only dish that was even 
mildly disappointing. 
 The mussels ($14) were fat and 
luscious. The heaping bowl of 
bi-valves was awash in a sauce of 
white wine, cream, saffron and 
shallots — perfect to mop up 
with a hunk of French bread. A 
tempting basket of French fries 
accompanied. 
 No meat is more evocative 
of Provence than duck breast 
($21). Cafe Brioche grilled 
its duck breast and served it 
with a green peppercorn-cassis 
sauce. It was the perfect sauce 
for the rich-f lavored, tender 
dark meat. The generous por-
tion came with potatoes and 

steamed vegetables. 
 I loved the beef short rib 
($20). It’s hard to go wrong 
with slow-cooked, fall-off-
the-bone beef that had sim-
mered for hours with cipollini 
onions and mushrooms and 
was served under a thick blan-
ket of brown sauce. 
 Cassoulet ($18) hails from 
the Toulouse area of South-
west France where it evolved 
as a peasant dish from scraps 
of meat, beans and tomato 
sauce. Today, there are as many 
variations as there are distinct 
cooking regions in France. I 
had not seen a version quite 
like Cafe Brioche’s. 
 Usually, the meats are shred-
ded or chopped and incorpo-
rated into the stew itself. Here, 
a smoked pork chop, duck 

CAFE BRIOCHE
 Continued from page 23

  Continued on next page

afghan
Afghan/Persian Kabobs
604 S. Mary Avenue
(at El Camino Real)
Sunnyvale 408/733-5262
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.pakabob.com

american
Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

Marie Callendar's
4710 El Camino Real 
(just south of San Antonio) 
650/941-6989

Sports Page
1431 Plymouth Street 
(exit at Shoreline off 101)
Mtn. View. 650/961-1992

bakery /cafe
Annie’s Coffee Place
856 W. El Camino Real #A 
(Between Shoreline & Castro)
Mtn. View. 650/938-1333
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm

chinese

Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, 
Los Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

Golden Wok
895 Villa St., Mtn. View. 
Distinctive Chinese Cuisine
Dim Sum Daily 10-3
Open Daily 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Delivery/Take-Out (Daily)
Now Online Order Available
www.goldenwokusa.com
By phone: 650/964-2222

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

french
Chez TJ
938 Villa Street, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-7466
“Outrageously good” New French-
American fare “in a charming little 
Victorian house” – Zagat 2003.

Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

mexican

Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

pizza
Kapp's Pizza Bar & Grill
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View, 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

tex-mex
El Paso Cafe
1407 El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

ice cream
Gelato Classico
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View. 650/969-2900

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Britt Callaway at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations

 Credit Cards

 Alcohol

 Takeout

Highchairs

  Banquet

 Catering

 Outdoor Seating

 Noise Level Moderate

 Bathroom Cleanliness Good

 Parking City Lots

CAFE BRIOCHE
445 California Ave., Palo Alto 
(650) 326-8640 
www.cafebriochepaloalto.com

Hours: 
Breakfast: Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Lunch: Daily 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Dinner: Daily 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Brunch: Saturday - Sunday 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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confit and a meaty sausage were 
roasted atop the bean stew. It 
was a mouthwatering presenta-
tion. Duck confit is a Toulousian 
byproduct of the cassoulet, a 
way of cooking and preserving 
meat in its own fat. 
 Vegetarians need not miss 
out. There are three tempting 
entrees designed for non-car-
nivores: eggplant with polenta, 
squash with lentils and puff 
pastry stuffed with vegetables. 
All are $15. 
 One evening, a sweet elderly 
lady and her aide ordered the 
double-cut pork chop ($18) 
with braised parsnips, onions 
and tart cherries in a fig-merlot 
sauce. She raved to everyone 
around her and took most of 
the large portion home. It 
looked delicious, and certainly 
pleased her.   V

 Continued from previous page

Week 1 - Expository Writing - focuses on the preparation of prose 
forms used in school assignments and the processes of selecting a 
topic, outlining the content, establishing a style, and writing 
mechanics (word choice, spelling, sentence structure, etc.).

Week 2 - Creative Writing - concentrates on a variety of forms (e.g., 
stories, poems, plays) with emphases on point of view, character, 
setting, action or plot, and writing mechanics as well as authentic self 
expression.

Week 3 - Presentation Techniques - will develop students’ public 
speaking and analytical skills for a variety of purposes (e.g., class 
presentations, debates) using of age-appropriate supporting tools 
(e.g., handouts, posters, overhead projections, props, PowerPoint).

Week 4 - Computer IQ Booster - will address three capabilities:
                 •  Introduction to computer use and MS Word (G 2-3); 
                 •  Essential Software—MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint (G 4-5); 
                 •  Problem Solving with six computer models (G 6-8).

Emerson School Hacienda School
Palo Alto, 650-424-1267         Pleasanton, 925-485-5750

Expository Writing                   7/9-7/13                                  7/23-7/27
Creative Writing                       7/16-7/20                                7/30-8/3
Presentation Skills                   7/23-7/27                                8/6-8/10
Computer Booster                   7/30-8/3                                  8/13-8/17              

Grade 2-8

Summer Writing & 
Computer Camps

writing@headsup.org, www.headsup.org 

NEW!

NEW!

For more information, please visit

http://communityday.stanford.edu

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Sunday, April 15
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Join Stanford University 
for a free, fun and 

educational, family-oriented

Open House
★  Children's art and 
 culture festival
★  Art and Science exhibits
★  Health fair
★  Athletic events
★  Music and dance   

 performances
★  Faculty lectures
★  Guided tours and more!

topic: water utility enterprise report
who: The Santa Clara Valley Water District Board of Directors
what: public hearings on proposed groundwater

charges 2007-08
when: Tuesday, April 10, 2007, 9:40 a.m.

Santa Clara Valley Water District Board Room
5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose
(one block south of Blossom Hill Road)

Monday, April 16, 2007, 7:00 p.m.
Morgan Hill Community and Cultural Center
Hiram Morgan Hill Room
17000 Monterey Road, Morgan Hill

why: The Santa Clara Valley Water District has prepared a preliminary
Water Utility Enterprise Report documenting financial and water
supply information which provides the basis for recommended
groundwater charges for fiscal year 2007-08.
The report includes financial analyses of the District’s water
utility system; supply and demand forecasts; future capital
improvement, maintenance and operating requirements; and
the method to finance such requirements.
The Water District will hold two public hearings to obtain
comments on the report. The report will be available
at the hearings.
Based upon findings and determinations from the public
hearings, the Water District Board of Directors will decide
whether or not a groundwater charge should be levied, and
if so, at what level, in which zone or zones for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2007.
All operators of water-producing facilities within the District or
any person interested in the water District’s activities with regard
to protection and augmentation of the water supply may appear,
in person or by representative, and submit comments regarding
the subject.
For more information on the public hearings, please visit our
website at www.valleywater.org.

public hearing

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri
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300 (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:25 & 10:15 
p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:55, 2:25, 3:35, 5:05, 6:25, 7:50, 
9:10 & 10:30 p.m. 

ARE WE DONE YET? (PG)   Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:30, 5, 7:30 
& 10 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:45, 1:55, 3:10, 4:35, 5:40, 7:05, 
8, 9:20 & 10:15 p.m. 

AVENUE MONTAIGNE (PG)  Aquarius: 2:45, 5, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m.; 
Sat. & Sun. also at 12:30 p.m. 

BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13) ✭✭  Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 12:10, 
1:30, 2:35, 3:55, 4:55, 7:10, 7:55, 9:35 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:50 
a.m.; 12:35, 1:20, 2:15, 3, 3:55, 4:45, 5:35, 6:30, 7:15, 8:05, 9, 9:40 & 
10:20 p.m. 

BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG)  Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 1:55 & 
4:20 p.m. 

DEAD SILENCE (R)   Century 20: 9:55 p.m. 

FIREHOUSE DOG (PG)  Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 1:40, 4:20, 7:05 
& 9:45 p.m. Century 12: 12:30, 1:50, 3:10, 4:30, 5:50, 7:10, 8:30 & 
9:50 p.m. 

GRINDHOUSE (R)   Century 16: 11 a.m.; noon, 3, 4, 7, 8 & 11 p.m. 
Century 12: Noon, 1:20, 2:40, 4, 5:20, 6:40, 8, 9:20 & 10:35 p.m. 

THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (R) Century 20: 10:05 p.m. 

THE HOAX (R) ✭✭✭1/2  Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 2:15, 5:05, 7:50 
& 10:35 p.m. Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 12:50, 2:15, 3:30, 4:55, 6:15, 
7:35, 9:05 & 10:25 p.m. 

THE LAST MIMZY (PG)  Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:50 & 4:15 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:40, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m. 

THE LIVES OF OTHERS (R) ✭✭✭✭  Century 12: 9:25 p.m. 
Guild: 3, 6 & 9 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at noon. 

THE LOOKOUT (R) ✭✭✭1/2  Century 16: 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45 
& 10:10 p.m. Century 12: 12:05, 2:30, 6, 7:30, 8:40 & 10 p.m. 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G)  Century 16: 12:25, 2:55, 5:30, 8 & 
10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 12:20, 1:10, 2, 2:45, 3:40, 4:30, 
5:20, 6:15, 7, 7:50, 8:40, 9:30 & 10:15 p.m. 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D) (G)   
Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m. 

MISS POTTER (PG) ✭✭✭1/2  Aquarius: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45 & 9:15 
p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at noon. 

THE NAMESAKE (PG-13) ✭✭✭  Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2, 5, 
7:45 & 10:30 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:25, 7:20 & 10:20 p.m. 

PAN’S LABYRINTH (R) ✭✭✭1/2  Century 20: 6:50 & 9:30 p.m. 
Palo Alto Square: 1:35, 4:20, 7:10 & 10 p.m. 

PREMONITION (PG-13) ✭✭  Century 12: 12:20, 3:30 & 7 p.m. 

PRIDE (PG) ✭✭✭  Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:45 & 7:15 p.m. 

THE REAPING (R)  Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 2:25, 5:10, 7:40 & 
10:05 p.m. Century 20: Noon, 12:40, 1:25, 2:25, 3:05, 3:50, 4:50, 
5:30, 6:20, 7:20, 7:55, 8:45, 9:45 & 10:20 p.m. 

REIGN OVER ME (R) ✭✭✭  Century 16: 6:50 & 9:50 p.m. 
Century 12: 11:55 a.m.; 2:55, 6:50 & 9:45 p.m. 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW (1975) (R)  
Guild: Sat. at midnight. 

SHOOTER (R) ✭✭1/2  Century 16: 12:45, 3:45, 6:45 & 9:55 p.m. 
Century 12: 1:40, 4:45, 7:40 & 10:25 p.m. 

TMNT (PG)  Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 1:45, 4, 6:55 & 9:10 p.m. 
Century 12: 11:50 a.m.; 12:40, 2:15, 3, 4:40, 5:15, 7:20 & 9:35 p.m. 

WILD HOGS (PG-13) ✭✭  Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 
7:15 & 9:40 p.m. Century 12: 12:15, 2:50, 5:25, 7:55 & 10:20 p.m. 

ZODIAC (R) ✭✭✭1/2  Century 20: 11:55 a.m.; 3:15 & 6:45 p.m.

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (369-3456)

 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  

SPANGENBERG THEATRE: 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto (354-8263) 
For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the 

Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities 
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.
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BLADES OF GLORY ✭✭
(Century 16, Century 20) Two cel-
ebrated male figure skaters — child 
prodigy Jimmy MacElroy (Jon Heder 
of “Napoleon Dynamite”) and “lone 
wolf” Chazz Michael Michaels (Will 
Ferrell) — are at the pinnacle of their 
profession. The two very different 
men are heated rivals, a discord that 
culminates with a violent melee at the 
World Championships. The embarrass-
ing clash gets both skaters banned 
from the sport for life. Flash forward 
three-and-a-half years. MacElroy 
works the ice-skates department of a 
shoe store while Michaels drunkenly 
performs for a children’s ice show. 
Things perk up when MacElroy’s self-
professed stalker (Nick Swardson) 
finds a loophole in the skating rule-
book. MacElroy can return to competi-
tion in pairs’ figure skating, and who 
better to team with than his one-time 
rival? Soon MacElroy and Michaels 
are making nice and training under 
MacElroy’s coach (Craig T. Nelson) in 
hopes of winning championship gold. 
Ferrell fans will find flashes of hilarity 
in “Blades,” but DVD is a better outlet 
for these silly skaters. Rated: PG-13 for 
crude and sexual humor, language, a 
comic violent image and some drug ref-
erences. 1 hour, 33 minutes. — T.H. 

THE LOOKOUT ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 12, Century 16) A tragic 
accident sets gears in motion in this 
tightly crafted thriller that speaks to 
the notion of second chances. Play-
ing fast and loose with Daddy’s car 
lands teenage hockey star Chris Pratt 
(Joseph Gordon-Levitt) in a world 
of hurt, mentally and emotionally 
impaired by a severe head injury. 
Four years later Chris exists on a 
steady diet of meds and does time 
at a Life Skills Center in Kansas City. 
His promising athletic career is a 
distant memory, as is his status as 
the resident golden boy. These days 
Chris toils as the night janitor at the 
local bank, where he hopes to work 
his way up to teller if he can keep 
track of the count. A chance meet-
ing with ex-schoolmate Gary Spargo 
(Matthew Goode) drastically alters 
the landscape. Perhaps the meet-
ing wasn’t a stroke of fate after all. 
Once immersed in Gary’s insular web, 
Chris finds himself ensnared in some 
ambitious but felonious plans. And 
his struggle is compelling; he’s torn 
between a desire to do the right thing 
and a desperate need to regain his 
diminishing independence. Gordon-
Levitt effortlessly steals the show, 
blessed with the It factor in spades. 
Well worth a lookout. Rated: R for 
language, violence and mature themes. 
1 hour, 39 minutes. — J.A. 

THE NAMESAKE ✭✭✭
(Century 20, CineArts) No one seems 
better suited to transform Jhumpa 
Lahiri’s touching prose into film than 
director Mira Nair (“Monsoon Wed-
ding”). The narrative unfolds differ-
ently than the story in the best-selling 
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Programs are geared to specific grade levels.

www.pinewood.edu

Pinewood School, Grades K - 2
477 Fremont Ave., Los Altos. (650) 949-5775

Pinewood School, Grades 3 - 6
327 Fremont Ave., Los Altos. (650) 941-2828

Pinewood School, Grades 7 - 12
26800 Fremont Rd., Los Altos Hills. (650) 941-1532

Call to 
request

more info 
& brochure!

(650) 941-2828

,

Summer Festival of Learning
& Summer Camps

June, July August

• Athletics • Art
• Drama • Music
• Grammar  • Science
• Reading Comprehension
• Literature/Writing
• Photography • Math

June, July, August



2003 book. Starting more dramatically 
with the tragic train crash that spares 
bookworm Ashoke’s (Irrfan Khan) life 
in 1974 India, Sooni Taraporevala’s 
script initially favors the male point of 
view. Then time leaps forward to the 
awkward meeting between Ashoke 
and Ashima (Tabu), whose parents 
have arranged for their marriage. 
When asked if she will be lonely living 
halfway around the world from her 
family, the shy beauty looks at her 
future husband and replies, “Won’t 
he be there?” Humor and humanity 
go hand in hand, as the newlyweds 
embrace each other and life in Amer-
ica. Capturing the nuances of such a 
complex, textured novel is impossible. 
Nair conveys its spirit, creating a mov-
ing saga that speaks to anyone caught 
between cultures. Rated: PG-13 for sex-
uality/nudity, a scene of drug use, some 
disturbing images and brief language. In 
Bengali, Hindi and English with English 
subtitles. 2 hours, 2 minutes. — S.T. 

Read more reviews online at
www.PaloAltoOnline.com.
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BodyKneads SPA+SALON

   Pamper Yourself...

810 San Antonio Rd., Palo Alto 
650.852.0546 • 7 days, 10am-10pm

www.bodykneads-dayspa.com
Must present ad. Offer ends March 30, 2007

Manicure and Spa Pedicure . . . .$22

Express Facial, Manicure 
and  Spa Pedicure . . . . . . . . . . .$68

Short Getaway:
Includes an Hour Swedish Massage, 
Express Facial, Manicure 
and Spa Pedicure . . . . . . . . . .$145

April 30, 2007

Have you been dreaming of a 
brighter, healthier smile?

Why Wait?
Call for your free consultation!

Sepideh Agah, D.D.S.
2577 Alma St     
Palo Alto
650•855•0888
(Saturday Appointments Available)

$75 off
your fi rst dental treatment

Free bleach with new patient exam, full x-rays and cleaning

Connect to yourself,
the Earth and others.

Are you...
• Yearning for a sense of

connection?
• Wanting to spend more

time with nature?
• Interested in the natural

wonders of this area?
• Looking to meet

interesting people?

Join us for year-long in-depth exploration of our local region.
The group meets one Monday evening and one Saturday

per month from May 2007 – April 2008.

The journey begins with a free overview and introduction.
Thursday, April 19, 2007 from 7-9 p.m.

at 1023 Corporation Way, Palo Alto

For more details, visit us at www.exploringsenseofplace.org,
or contact (650) 938-9300 x12 or tom.cronin@sbcglobal.net.

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth, J.S.-Jim Shelby, 

T.H.-Tyler Hanley
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MOUNTAINVIEW?LIVING IN

IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THE

CALL 650.964.6300
FREE OF CHARGE
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BALLOT CATEGORIES

✩✩ RESTAURANTS/FOOD ✩✩
Best Bagels

Best Bar
Best Breakfast/Brunch

Best Burger
Best Burrito

Best Chinese Restaurant
Best Coffee House 
   (Independent)

Best Fast Food Restaurant
Best Fine Dining Restaurant

Best Ice Cream/Frozen Yogurt
Best Indian Restaurant
Best Italian Restaurant

Best Mexican Restaurant
Best Middle Eastern Restaurant

Best New Restaurant
Best Noodle Place

Best Pearl Tea
Best Pizza

Best Place for a Business Lunch
Best Vegetarian Restaurant

Best Sandwich
Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant

Best Thai Restaurant

✩✩ FUN STUFF ✩✩
Best Place to Buy Fresh Produce

Best New Business
Best Place to People Watch

Best Florist

✩✩ RETAIL ✩✩
Best Small (Non-chain) 

   Grocery Store
Best Bookstore

Best Home Furnishings Store
Best Store for Unusual Gifts

✩✩ SERVICE ✩✩
Best Auto Repair
Best Chiropractor
Best Dry Cleaners

Best Financial Institution
Best Fitness Club
Best Hair Salon

Best Hardware Store
Best Hotel
Best Nails
Best Yoga

Vote at www.mv-voice.com
New this year...easy pull-down menu voting

DEADLINE 
MIDNIGHT SUNDAY, 

April 8, 2007


