
By Susan Hong

Joseph Mitchner, a Moun-
tain View resident and self-
described finance “nerd,” 

was the only one who applied 
for a Moun-
tain View-Los 
Altos Union 
High School 
District board 
of trustees 
opening. He 
got it. 
 The MVLA 
trustees unanimously appoint-
ed Mitchner to serve as the 
board’s fifth member Monday 
night, replacing David Wil-
liams, who resigned last June. 
He’ll be paid $252 a month for 
his service.
 As an appointed member, 
Mitchner will serve as a trustee 
until the seat goes up for re-
election in November 2008. 
Mitchner said he plans to run 
for a full term at that time. 
Elected board members serve a 

By Daniel DeBolt

In Mountain View’s many 
neighborhoods, few things 
add more character than the 

heritage trees. But with disputes 
between neighbors over the 
trees becoming commonplace, 
few things are 
as contentious 
either.
 The issue 
popped up 
aga in last 
month on Car-
melita Drive, 
when a hom-
eowner tried to 
cut down a 35-
foot-tall deodar 
cedar, but was 
thwarted by 
neighbors and 
a forestry board 
that ru led 
against remov-
al — despite a 
city staff report 
saying the tree 
could be prone to failure if a 
large, problematic branch was 
removed. 
 Now the tree must stay, even 
though the owner doesn’t want it.
 “It’s not very pretty,” said a 
hired hand at the property last 
week, adding that it drops sap 
everywhere. He is busy getting 
the Carmelita property ready 
for demolition so it can be sub-
divided into two lots — but the 
tree does not stand in the way of 
those plans. 
 He added that neighbors 
watch him “like a hawk,” prob-
ably concerned he might kill the 
tree with rock salt or a copper 
spike — something people have 
been known to do to get around 
heritage tree laws. 
 Neighbors Christine Crimal-

di, Robin Iwai and Pat Scan-
dalis filed the winning appeal, 
which read in part, “The tree is 
in excellent shape with no sign 
of disease. It is an old tree and 
a landmark for the neighbor-
hood. There has been extensive 
recent development on Carmeli-

ta Drive. Devel-
opers have not 
been meeting 
the city’s provi-
sions for street 
tree planting. 
Subsequently, 
the neighbor-
hood is expe-
riencing a net 
loss of trees.”
 Crimaldi said 
appeals to save 
a tree approved 
for removal 
are successful 
about half of 
the time. Of 
544 heritage 
trees that own-
ers sought to 

remove in the 2006-07 fiscal 
year, three were saved by appeal. 
(A heritage tree is defined as 
any tree at least 48 inches in 
circumference or any cedar, 
oak or redwood tree at least 12 
inches in circumference.) Many 
more are saved every year when 
the city initially denies the 
removal application or owners 
decide their needs can be met 
by pruning the tree instead of 
pursuing removal, according to 
Bruce Hurlburt, parks section 
manager.
 Hurlburt said the city often 
receives a heritage tree removal 
request when a property chang-
es hands. City staffers review 
heritage tree removal requests to 
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Biodiesel blend available at the pump
ROTTEN ROBBIE, LOCATED AT WHISMAN AND MIDDLEFIELD, GAUGES DEMAND

By Daniel DeBolt

For the first time in Mountain 
View, biodiesel fuel can now 
be purchased at the pump 

— at the Rotten Robbie station 
on the corner of Whisman and 
Middlefield Roads.
 For two months the station has 
been selling a blend of biodiesel 
designated as “B20” from former 

kerosene pumps, feeding a steady 
trickle of dedicated biodiesel users. 
The station is off the beaten path, 
but many users may have found it 
on Web sites like www.biodiesel.
org, which lists pump locations. 
The nearest biodiesel stations are in 
Redwood City and San Jose.
 “We’re still getting the word 
out,” said owner Tom Robinson, 
president of Robinson Oil Corpora-

tion. “If you don’t happen to drive 
through there you wouldn’t neces-
sarily know.” 
 The B20 blend of biodiesel is 
made up of 20 percent vegetable oil 
and 80 percent petroleum diesel, 
and goes for the same price per gal-
lon as regular diesel. Selling a purer 
blend of biodiesel, such as B80 or 

  See BIODIESEL, page 6

Henry Carges, 12, plays “Satisfaction” at CSMA’s “School of Rock” 
workshop last Thursday. The weeklong workshop, where young 
students learn the fundamentals of rock music, culminated with a 
concert on Friday.   See MVLA, page 6

Joe Mitchner
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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  | LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

SU N NYVALE ■   End-unit offering great 
architectural design. Built in 1991, 3bd/2ba + 
loft with partial hardwood floors. Homestead 
High School. $788,000

Maisy Young

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■  2bd/1ba condo with 
new carpet, plantation shutters, and much more. 
Desirable ground floor location near the pool 
and greenbelt. Los Altos schools. $439,000

Matt Treakle

WILLOW GLEN ■ Exceptional 2bd/1.5ba down-
town Willow Glen townhome. Many upgrades 
including Pergo wood floors, dual paned win-
dows, + central A/C.  $519,000

Marc Roos

Ellen & Katie Saviano

SU N NYVALE ■   Gorgeous Mediterranean-
style home nestled at the end of a private tree-
lined street. 3bd/2.5ba with new carpet and 
paint. 2436+/- sf. $1,050,000

SU N NYVALE ■ Spacious townhome. Updated 
3bd/2.5ba + large loft area. Granite counters in 
kitchen. LR with vaulted ceilings. Private yard + 
attached 2-car garage. $639,000

Christy YingMary Marley

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■   Downtown Mountain 
View. Spacious 2bd/2ba TH with vaulted 
ceilings, hardwood floors, and inside laundry. 
Large private yard, + garage. $615,000

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■  Light and bright 
1bd/1ba with remodeled kitchen, skylights, 
Berber carpeting and plenty of storage. 2 patio 
doors. Great location.   $376,000

Margaret Grant 

SAN MATE O ■ Updated 3bd/2ba home with 
bright, formal entry with skylight, garden win-
dow, hardwood floors + dual pane windows. 
MBR opens to rear yard. $779,000

Mike Jasper

LO S ALTO S ■ Stylish, pristine 2-story town 
home located in desirable North Los Altos. 
Spacious 3bd/2.5ba remodeled throughout. 
Lovely patio and yard. $949,000

Cindy & Ashley Kodweis
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Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Melody Dye.

“ We like a lot of places around 
here — Taqueria Los Charros, 
Ohana BBQ, Cascal. I’d say Los 
Charros is my favorite because it 
has the best food and the people 
are really friendly.”

  Max Braxton Taylor, with sister
Elena, Sunnyvale

“ Dana St. Roasting Company, the 
local independent coffee shop.”

  Antonio Giovanni, Mountain View

“ I just went to Therapy, the clothing 
store, and that was pretty cool. 
I like the used book stores around 
here a lot; East-West always has 
interesting stuff — candles, 
jewelry, things like that. Books 
Inc. is another favorite.” 

  Elsa Leiva, Mountain View 

“ I work here now, but I 
haven’t had much of a chance 
to explore the downtown. 
I’ll have to check it out.”

  Valeria Martinez, Mountain View 

“ I just come out here for the 
acupuncture. This place [the 
Natural Healing Center] has 
some great practitioners.”

   Keith Simon, Saratoga

What’s your favorite locally owned 
business in Mountain View?

Got a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

STRAIGHT TEETH ARE WITHIN YOUR REACH… Ask us how!

YOUR SMILE SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU. IF YOU LET IT.

© 2007 Align Technology, Inc, All Rights Reserved

Call today to schedule your 
FREE Invisalign® Consultation.

650-964-2626
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A

Mountain View (Corner of El Camino Real and Calderon)

Invisalign Day – August 3, 2007
Complimentary Consultation with

David R. Boshken, D.M.D.
Dr. Boschken is an Elite Provider for Invisalign (top 1% in the world).  He has treated over 850 Invisalign patients.

~PLUS~
$250 Off 

Invisalign Treatment

S T A N F O R D
Summer Theater

BGSJDBPOTUBHF
let us tell you a story . . . BGSJDB

POTUBHF

LES BL ANCS by Lorraine Hansberry
Thursday through Sunday, July 19–August 5 at 8:00 PM in Pigott Theater, Memorial Hall 

FARE WELL TO A C ANNIBAL R AGE by Femi Osofisan 
 August 9–12 at 8:00 PM in Pigott Theater, Memorial Hall 

ODA OAK OR ACLE by Tsegaye Gabre-Medhin
August 16–18 at 8: 00 PM; August 19 at 2:00 PM and 8:00 PM in Prosser Studio Theater, Memorial 
Hall; check online for other performances in Oakland

Tickets are “pay what you like” at the door each night. 
To guarantee a seat, please reserve tickets online for $20 each at  

http://summertheater.stanford.edu
Questions? Email stanfordsummertheater@gmail.com or call (650) 725–5838

FILMS Free on Monday nights (through August 13) at 7:00 PM in Cubberley 
Auditorium. Please look online for full schedule. 

JUNE 25– AUGUST 24
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■  C R I M E W AT C H

■  P O L I C E L O G

ASSAULT
1400 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 7/29 

BATTERY
2200 Block Latham St., 7/23
200 Block Mariposa Ave., 7/23
1800 Block California St., 7/28
1000 Block El Monte Ave., 7/29 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 7/29 
Amphitheatre Parkway, 7/29 

BURGLARY/AUTO
600 Block Rainbow Dr., 7/23
2400 Block Bayshore Parkway, 7/23
1900 Block Montecito Ave., 7/23
2600 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 7/23
600 Block San Antonio Rd., 7/23
1500 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 7/23
2700 Block Garcia Ave., 7/24
600 Block W. Dana St., 7/24
700 Block Sylvan Ave., 7/24
400 Block Evandale Ave, 7/26

BURGLARY/COMMERCIAL
400 Block San Antonio Rd., 7/23
600 Block Ellis St., 7/26 
400 Block San Antonio Rd., 7/26 
300 Block Villa St., 7/27
Ross Store, 7/27

BURGLARY/RESIDENTIAL
2500 Block Katrina Way, 7/25
2500 Block Westford Way, 7/25

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
W. El Camino Real/San Antonio Rd., 7/26
600 Block S. Rengstorff Ave., 7/27
600 Block Mariposa Ave., 7/28
W. Dana St./Hope St., 7/29
300 Block Escuela St., 7/29

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE
2600 Block W. El Camino Real, 7/29

EMBEZZLEMENT
500 Block Showers Dr., 7/24

GRANT THEFT
1300 Block Space Park Way, 7/23

MAKE/PASS FICTITIOUS
Bernardo Ave./El Camino Real, 7/26

MISSING PERSON - JUVENILE
700 Block Borello Way, 7/26

PETTY THEFT
600 Block Showers Dr., 7/23
2600 Block W. El Camino Real, 7/23
Target, 7/24
Century 16 Cinema, 7/25
2500 Block W. Middlefield Rd., 7/26
100 Block Sierra Vista Ave., 7/26
3300 Block Palo Alto Ave., 7/27
1300 Block Montecito Ave., 7/29
2000 Block California St., 7/29
1100 Block Miramonte Ave., 7/29

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
1100 Block Wright Ave., 7/25
2500 Block Grant Rd., 7/26
2200 Block Showers Dr., 7/28

TRESPASSING
600 Block Showers Dr., 7/26

VANDALISM
600 Block Escuela Ave., 7/24
1900 Block Silverwood Ave., 7/24
1500 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 7/27
Amphitheatre Parkway, 7/29

UNLAWFUL SEXUAL 
INTERCOURSE
1200 Block Evandale Ave., 7/27

GRAND THEFT, 100 BLOCK 
BRYANT ST., 7/29
 A man was arrested for theft after offi-
cers found him in possession of the keys to 
a stolen BMW. 
 Officers had first detained the man and two 
of his companions after they spotted them act-
ing suspiciously in a parking garage on Bryant 
Street. The three men identified themselves 
as Nortenos from Redwood City but could 
not explain how they got to Mountain View 
or why they were in the parking garage at 
midnight. They claimed not to have a car.
 After a search, officers found a BMW key in 
one of the men’s pants. The officers pressed a 
button on the remote-access key and a nearby 
BMW responded, which turned out to be a 
stolen vehicle out of Redwood City. 
 The man with the key in his pocket was 
then arrested. Officers released the other 
two because they could not be connected 
to the car.

ASSAULT, 1400 BLOCK N. 
SHORELINE BLVD., 7/29
 Three adult Hispanic males were 
detained by security guards at the Com-
puter History Museum after a fight broke 
out. One of the potential suspects got 
away before guards could question him. 
The other two men were uncooperative 
and did not want to press charges against 
each other. 

BATTERY, 1000 BLOCK EL 
MONTE AVE., 7/29 
 A man was walking down El Monte 
Avenue when another man pedaled up 
on a grey bike, jumped off the bike and 
attacked him, hitting him repeatedly. The 
attacker then fled. The suspect is described 
as a white male in his 30s wearing black 
shorts and a gray T-shirt. He has not been 
located.

LocalNews

We’ve just added another
VOICE...Yours

Online
. . . let the conversation begin!

 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 
in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 

www.mv-voice.com

the right care. right here.

Community Wellness Lecture Series 
Presented by the Health Library & Resource Center — A PlaneTree Affi liate 

2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

Wednesday, August 15    7–8 pm

Coronary Stents:
Application and Controversy
Ramtin Agah, MD, El Camino
Hospital Cardiologist
El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria, 

Wednesday, September 5    7–8 pm

Incontinence: A Common
But Treatable
Problem Among Women
Sari R. Levine, MD, El Camino
Hospital Urologist
City of Sunnyvale Council Chambers, 
456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale

2500 Grant Road, Mountain View
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Lenny Siegel sits in his office on Hope Street in Mountain View. Siegel, a former Stanford 
radical, now helps to oversee the environmental cleanup of Moffett Field. 

■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES
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■ FEATURESLocalNews
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

Back from 
Akron

By Don Frances

OUR FRIEND Joe Sparaco 
returned recently from 
the national Soap Box 

Derby competition in Akron, 
Ohio, and sent us a thorough and 
highly entertaining report on 
how our local racers fared. 
 As many readers know, Sparaco 
is a Mountain View cafe owner 
and Soap Box Derby enthusiast 
who organized a race last June 
on the Dana Street overpass in 
front of Landels Elementary 
School. Three winners from that 
competition went to Akron, and 
here’s how they did, in Sparaco’s 
words:
 “Well we didn’t win the derby, 
but our champions fit in real 
good with the 597 other kids 
from all around the country, and 
even put a scare into a couple of 
them. ...
 “Celleste Greaves of Mountain 
View represented the Elks and 
Air Systems and her car sponsor, 
J&B Enterprises, in the Stock 
Division and raced twice, barely 
getting beat by a girl who made 
it into the semifinals near the 
end of the day. Her time was off 
because, as we later discovered, 
the car had sustained a bent rear 
axle, but it was not discovered in 
time to make the needed adjust-
ments. She rode lane three like a 
pro, and drove her racer as near 
to the white line as she could get 
it to gain speed, which was exactly 
what she was supposed to do.
 “Tom Nelson of San Jose rode 
in the Super Stock Division in his 
speedy purple and blue bomb Tru 
Color Concepts, paid for and spon-
sored by the Elks. Tom also took 
the inside line, also in lane three in 
his first two heats, and prevailed by 
inches to retire a couple of kids, one 
from Akron and one from I believe 
Michigan. ...
 “Life was even better for Bran-
don Le, our Super Kid, who raced 
all day on Friday, and had he won 

  See EDITOR’S DESK, page 9

Big plans at 
St. Francis

NEW LIBRARY, 400-SEAT 
ARTS CENTER ON 
DRAWING BOARD

By Alexa Tondreau

Much of the Saint Francis 
High School campus 
has remained in its 

original configuration since the 
school was founded in 1954. But 
that will soon change. 
 Last week, the school received 
approval from the city’s zoning 
staff to move forward on a multi-
million dollar campus improve-
ment at 1885 Miramonte Ave.
 Included in the plans is a new 
performing arts center, a two-
story library building with a stu-
dent union hall, and a remodeled 
gymnasium.
 The main incentive for the 
campus facelift is that it is sim-
ply time to upgrade, said Kevin 
Makley, Saint Francis’ admin-
istrative president. The school, 
with 1,495 students, wants to 
“add some things we haven’t had 
before,” he said.
 Makley said the campus’ cur-
rent theater was built when the 
school was founded, and that 
its 100-seat capacity does not 
adequately accommodate the 
production size of the school’s 
theater arts performances or the 
audience. Many practices and 
some performances are held in 
the school’s cafeteria because of 
this.
 “We really are in need of a new 
one,” he said.
 Makley said the new perform-
ing arts center will have room 
for theater productions, concerts 
and choir and band performanc-
es.
 “To have a dedicated perform-
ing arts center — that’s huge for 
us. It’s an especially fun project 
because there is a lot of excite-
ment generated through the 
performing arts here,” Makley 
said.
 The projected cost of the per-
forming arts center is $12 million 
to $13 million, Makley said.
 “We have to raise the money 
for every project that we do, and 
we pay as we go,” Makley said. 
“But we’re very optimistic.”
 Construction on the perform-

EL CAMINO FINDS NEW 
RADIOLOGY GROUPS
 The El Camino Hospital Radiol-
ogists Group, Inc. has announced 
it is ending its contract with El 
Camino Hospital after 45 years.
 Hospital spokesperson Judy 
Twitchell said the group had 
dwindled significantly in size and 
was no longer able to cover all of 
its hours. Several members of the 
group were also set to retire.
 The radiologists group 
announced in April that it would 
be disbanding, and gave the 
hospital 90 days to find a replace-
ment. Last month El Camino 
entered into new contracts with 
two radiology groups, the Central 
Valley Imaging Associates, which 
will provide radiology services, 
and the Interventional Radiology 
Coverage, Inc., which will provide 

interventional radiology services.

— Alexa Tondreau

HOMES BURGLARIZED 
WHILE OCCUPANTS SLEPT
 Mountain View police say one 
or more cat burglars broke into 
two homes last week, taking valu-
ables and sneaking out while the 
occupants slept.
 The back-to-back thefts 
occurred during the night of 
Wednesday, July 25, when some-
one entered the homes through 
unlocked windows or doors and 
made off with small personal 
belongings, including purses and 
wallets. The owners never awoke, 
and no descriptions of any sus-
pects were provided.
 The burglaries occurred on the 

2500 block of Katrina Way and 
the adjacent 2500 block of West-
ford Way, just off Highway 85. The 
case is under investigation and 
the burglar or burglars remain 
at large. Police say the burglaries 
resemble a string of such incidents 
throughout the region in recent 
months. 

 The Mountain View Police 
Department urges community 
members to lock windows and 
doors. Residents are also encour-
aged to report any suspicious 
activity to police.
 To learn more about crime 
prevention and home security, 
call the police department’s Com-
munity Action and Information 
Unit at (650) 903-6707.

— Melody Dye

From the
Editor’s

Desk

■  E D U C AT I O N

  See ST. FRANCIS, page 9

■  N E W S B R I E F S

Mountain View’s foremost lefty
SIXTIES RADICAL LENNY SIEGEL NOW A NATIONAL EXPERT ON TOXICS ISSUES

By Daniel DeBolt

Describing exactly what 
Lenny Siegel does can 
be complicated, because 

he does so many things. Lately, 
Siegel, 59, has been an outspo-
ken watchdog of the cleanup of 
Mountain View’s Superfund sites 
and an organizer against the Iraq 

war — but those are just recent 
items on a long resume.
 Siegel is known locally for his 
work on the Moffett Field Res-
toration Advisory Board, which 
oversees cleanup efforts on the 
former Navy site. But few know 
that Siegel invented the very 
idea of the restoration advisory 
board, which allows public over-

sight and participation in the 
toxic cleanup process of former 
military bases across the country. 
For that, Siegel has been called 
“Father RAB.”
 Siegel, who is married with 
children, has been a resident 
of downtown Mountain View 

  See SIEGEL, page 12



term of four years. 
 At the board meeting Monday 
night, trustees considered extend-
ing the application time period in 
the hopes that more candidates 
would apply. But after interviewing 
Mitchner, the trustees found him to 
be “personable,” “easygoing” and 
knowledgeable about finance, and 
decided to appoint him. 
 A 16-year resident of Mountain 
View, graduate of Stanford Uni-
versity, and a Little League coach 
and board member for 22 years, 
Mitchner came highly recom-
mended from several community 
members. 
 One such member, A. Brooke 
Seawell, a venture capitalist and 
fellow Little League parent, wrote 
in a letter of recommendation that 
“Joe possesses the skills of a strong 

finance manager — inquisitive, 
probing and detail-oriented, with a 
sense for when macro versus micro 
analysis is most appropriate. Joe’s 
fiscally conservative and respon-
sible approach would be especially 
valuable in overseeing the fiscal 
affairs of a school district.” 
 Another letter came from Ellen 
Wheeler, a trustee for the Mountain 
View Whisman School District. 
“I believe that he is intelligent, 
independent, honest, and vitally 
interested in providing quality edu-
cation to the students in both of our 
school districts,” she wrote. 
 Eventually board members came 
to share their view.
 “We are thrilled to appoint Joe 
Mitchner to our board,” said board 
of trustees president Susan Sweeley. 
“He has the perfect mix of school 
financial knowledge, experience 
with our Mountain View Whis-
man partner schools, and a desire 

to focus on what is best for kids.” 
 Mitchner last worked as the assis-
tant athletic director for finance at 
Stanford University. Before that he 
worked as a financial manager at 
Oracle Corporation and at Hewlett-
Packard. In the 1980s, he served on 
the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion of Menlo Park.
 He is a parent of one 11-year 
old son and two 8-year old twin 
daughters. His children attend 
Grant Middle School and Bubb 
Elementary School respectively.
 “I’m a believer in public educa-
tion and would like to help out as 
much as I can,” he said.
 Mitchner and his wife have taken 
the last couple of years off to spend 
more time with their kids. His offi-
cial swearing-in ceremony will take 
place Aug. 13. V

E-mail Susan Hong at 
shong@mv-voice.com
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LocalNews

Dark rainy Saturday 
■  S E E N A R O U N D  T O W N

The spring rainstorms seem a long way off, so here’s a memento from William Murphy. 
Murphy, who lives in the Monta Loma neighborhood, took this photo around lunchtime in 
downtown Mountain View on a dark and rainy Saturday last April.

If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it 
(as a jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

MVLA
 Continued from page 1

B100, is more difficult because 
it is considered an experimental 
fuel by the state and sellers must 
apply for a variance. But with 
B20, sellers do not have to jump 
through hoops, and users do not 
have to sign a waiver acknowledg-
ing the risks of using it. 
 The risk from biodiesel is usu-
ally with older cars where rubber 
gaskets, seals and fuel lines can 
be damaged by the fuel, and fuel 
filters can get clogged by the dirt 
which biodiesel tends to pick 

up from older fuel tanks. But to 
dedicated biodiesel users these 
problems are easily fixed, and a 
small price to pay for the decrease 
in tailpipe emissions.
 With B20, those problems are 
much less likely.
 “Most engine manufacturers are 
OK with a B20 blend, so that’s the 
blend we’re using,” Robinson said. 
We still tell people that they have 
to check with the manufacturer.”
 Mercedes is the most conserva-
tive, telling its customers to use 
only a 5 percent blend.
 Robinson said his company is 
subsidizing its biodiesel temporar-
ily, selling it for the same price as 

regular diesel — $3.15 a gallon.
 “What we wanted to do was 
test the water and find out, ‘If a 
customer had the option, and 
price was not a consideration, 
what would they buy?’ So we’re 
subsidizing the biodiesel just to 
see how it works,” Robinson said.
 As to the company’s motiva-
tions, Robinson mentioned the 
growing interest in alternative 
fuels. “The folks that want it, 
really want it,” he said.
 More and more biodiesel sta-
tions have popped up lately, and 
one of the more noticeable is the 
Pacific Biofuel station on Ocean 
Avenue in Santa Cruz. Robinson 

BIODIESEL
 Continued from page 1

SO COOL FOR 
SCHOOL.

Elephant Pharm—The Drug Store That Prescribes Yoga
4470 El Camino Real near San Antonio Road in Los Altos  |  650.472.6800

Pack a healthier 
lunch this fall!

20% OFF
SIGG KIDS & BABY 
WATER BOTTLES 
Water, milk, apple juice—
great for all your favorites! 
Reg. $14.99-15.99
Now $11.99-12.79 
Prices good through August 22, while supplies last.

$14.99
CROCODILE CREEK
SOFT LUNCH BOXES
Insulated and 100% phthalate 
and PVC free!

We’ve just added another
VOICE...Yours

Online
. . . let the conversation begin!

 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 
in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 

www.mv-voice.com
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Community Health
Education Programs
August 2007

Events & Lectures
Web site • www.pamf.org E-mail • publicaffairs@pamf.org

Hearst Center for Health Education, Level 3, Jamplis Building, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, 795 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto. RSVP to (650) 853-4873.

Classes

For information on class fees and to register, call the Education Division at (650) 853-2960.

“AARP Driver Safety Program,” Friday, August 10 & 17, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Two-session, eight-hour classroom refresher tailored to older drivers. Sessions cover age-related physical changes, declining
perceptual skills, rules of the road, local driving problem and license renewal.

“Learning About Heart Failure,” Friday, August 17, 2 – 3:30 p.m.
A class taught by a Cardiology nurse practitioner. Topics include medications used in treatment, dietary requirements, weight
monitoring, self-care, activity guidelines, and symptom recognition and reporting.

“Cholesterol and Your Heart,” Tuesdays, August 21 & 28, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
A two-session class on understanding cholesterol, major risk factors for heart disease, taking steps to reduce cholesterol (diet,
exercise and medications), and being motivated and informed.

“Advance Health Care Directives,” Call for available dates and times.
PAMF’s specially trained volunteers will provide advice and answer questions about the advance health care directive form.
No cost.

Support Groups

Cancer (1st & 3rd Tuesdays) • Diabetes (1st Wednesday) • Multiple Sclerosis (2nd & 4th Mondays) • Sleep Apnea (1st
Thursday) • Alcohol and Drug Education (Every Tuesday) • Healing Imagery for Cancer Patients (August 8 & 22)

“Nutrition for a Healthy Heart”
Monday, August 27, 3:30 – 5 p.m.
Susan Zipin, R.D., CDE, PAMF Nutrition Services
Join us for a discussion of menu selection and food
choices with a focus on measuring sodium intake and
daily food requirements. This lecture is also appropriate
for anyone with high blood pressure.

“Prostate Cancer: The Patient Experience”
Thursday, August 30, 7 – 9 p.m.
PAMF Panelists
PAMF physician panelists will present a brief overview of
prostate cancer and its treatment options. They will be
joined by several prostate cancer survivors who will share
their journey through prostate cancer, from diagnosis
through treatment, recovery and survivorship.

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189

Family, Friends, Faith
It’s what’s important. 
It’s who we are.

First Presbysterian
1667 Miramonte Ave.

(650) 968-4473 
www.fpcmv.org

SUNDAY: 
Sunday School 9am
Worship 10:30 am

“Come and have your Faith lifted!

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church

 in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc 

at 650-326-8210 ext. 221
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

said he happened to know the 
owner there, and that the station 
may not be a moneymaker in 
itself but serves to advertise the 
company’s biodiesel distribution 
operation. 
 Many biodiesel customers oper-
ate truck fleets, and take delivery 
of biodiesel in large stationary 
tanks — which is what the city of 
Mountain View plans to do soon 
for its diesel equipment.
 When asked why Mountain 
View was chosen for a pump, 
Robinson said the company 
looked at its stations that sold 
kerosene — since it would be an 
easy switch when kerosene isn’t 

used for heating homes in the 
summer months. Along with two 
other stations in San Jose, Robin-
son said, the company is able to 
cover most of the Valley. How-
ever, the four biodiesel pumps the 
company has in Sonoma have had 
a bigger draw.
 “I think we will definitely con-
tinue with it,” Robinson said. “I 
don’t think we want to get out of 
the [biodiesel] business. But 
whether we keep it at a particular 
location, I don’t know.” V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

Bali beckons for local student
MOUNTAIN VIEW HIGH SCHOOL GRAD TEACHES 

ACTIVISM, LEADERSHIP IN ISLAND PROVINCE

By Alexa Tondreau

Ryan Feinstein, born and 
raised in Mountain View 
and a graduate of Moun-

tain View High School, is spend-
ing this summer far from home: 
on the Southeast Asian island 
of Bali, where he is pursuing his 
vision for social activism and 
youth leadership on an interna-
tional scale.
 Feinstein, now a junior at UC 
San Diego and an international 
studies major, is visiting the 
island, a province of Indonesia, 
for the seventh time in three years 
as part of his involvement with the 
Bali Institute for Global Renewal, 
where he began as an assistant in 
his freshman summer.
 The institute, located in the 
city of Ubud, is a learning center 
that offers an array of programs 
that teach individuals, groups and 
organizations how to be effective 
leaders.
 This summer Feinstein has 
ramped up his involvement, and 
now he serves as founder and direc-
tor of the institute’s Global Youth in 
Action Program. His commitment 
and passion won Feinstein the posi-
tion, and he is currently the young-
est organizer on staff.
 This week Feinstein is in the 
midst of welcoming delegates from 
around the world to a week-long 
conference he helped to coordi-
nate, titled “Awakening Global 
Action — Leadership, Indigenous 
Wisdom and Dialogue for a Trans-
forming World.”
 The seven-day conference is 
designed to offer presentations, 
workshops and leadership training 
to participants who want to have 
an impact on their community. 
Feinstein has worked to bring as 
many young people to the program 
as possible.
 Feinstein attended the institute’s 
first conference and said he was 
concerned that only 10 young peo-

ple out of 500 adults were present. 
The experience inspired him to 
try to motivate other students to 
attend. 
 “Young people need to start 
understanding their role in the 
world and to stand up and act 
on their beliefs and frustrations 
starting now,” Feinstein stated in 
an e-mail. “Young people in their 
20s are going to be running many 
of the corporations, NGOs and 
countries in the near future, and 
we need to know how to live in the 
world in a different way than we 
currently are.”
 Feinstein said the differences 
in lifestyle and culture between a 
developing place like Bali and, say, 
Mountain View or San Diego are 
vast. He said the experience of liv-
ing and working in Bali has had a 
deep impact on him.
 “Much of my way of thinking has 
come from spending time in less 
industrialized areas of the world 
and really trying to understand 
cultures totally different from my 
own,” he said.
 Feinstein, who will graduate in 
spring 2008, said he doesn’t know 
exactly what his post-graduate 
plans are, but he is sure he wants to 
continue working on the empower-
ment of youth in some way.
 He said he is interested in attend-
ing graduate school because he 
wants to create a new leadership 
curriculum for universities that 
would encourage students to get 
involved in global affairs.
 “I am doing this work because 
I truly believe we are at the cut-
ting edge of leadership develop-
ment and are creating a new 
generation of leaders of all ages,” 
he wrote.
 For more information on the 
Bali Institute for Global Renewal, 
visit www.baliinstitute.org. V

E-mail Alexa Tondreau at 
atondreau@mv-voice.com
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Last winter was one of the driest on record. And with climate 

change upon us, dry winters will be even more common in the future.

We can all take simple steps in our home or business 
to help save the day. Or at least a lot of water.

For more water conservation tips and rebate information, go to

HE WATERS HIS YARD IN THE 

MORNING INSTEAD OF MID-DAY.



By Melody Dye

As recently reported in the 
Voice, “Kick, Lead and 
Dream,” a two-week after-

noon soccer camp designed to 
help local at-risk youth, was 
pronounced a success when it 
concluded late last month. 
 What wasn’t mentioned is that 
the camp, which brought young 
soccer players onto the field with 
varsity players from Mountain 
View High School — and into 
the classroom with local police 
officers, motivational speakers 
and youth counselors — was the 
brainchild of a particularly civic-
minded Mountain View High 
sophomore.
 Akash Nigam invented the 
camp as a way to engage young-
sters in a variety of soccer drills 
and games aimed at fostering a 
competitive atmosphere while 
instilling the kids with the impor-
tance of teamwork, leadership and 
integrity. The campers, all fifth to 
eighth graders from underprivi-
leged Mountain View families, 
were mentored and coached by 
their high school partners, who 
served as positive role models for 
the pre-teens.
 The camp singled out youths 

who might otherwise be drawn 
into gang violence and crime, 
organizers said, keeping them 
on the field and off the streets. 
Nigam, a local soccer standout 
and competitor in the district 
Olympic Development League, 
worked in collaboration with the 
Mountain View Police Activities 
League (PAL), the Mountain 
View Los Altos Soccer Club, and 
Mesa de la Comunidad. 
 PAL, which seeks to further 
friendship and understanding 
between police and at-risk youth, 
served as an umbrella organiza-
tion for the camp, incorporating 
it into its “Dreams and Futures” 
program. The organization was 
instrumental in securing play-
ing fields and identifying chil-
dren who might benefit from 
the program. 
 With the backing of these 
groups and help from some 
friends, Nigam recruited notable 
guest speakers, including Offi-
cer Fernando Maldonado of the 
Mountain View Police Depart-
ment; coach Carlos Schulze, a 
former member of the Chilean 
soccer team; and David Murillo,
 the former captain of the Mis-
sion College soccer team. Mayor 
Laura Macias and Police Chief 

Scott Vermeer spoke at the closing 
ceremonies. 
 Nigam said it wasn’t difficult to 
recruit speakers or to find spon-
sorship. “It’s for a good cause and 
everyone wants to be a part of 
that,” he said.
 Nigam said he’s attended quite 
a few soccer camps, and thought 
this would be a great way to reach 
out to underprivileged kids in the 
local community. “The kids we 
got were all classified as ‘at-risk,’” 
he said. “A lot of these kids have 
been arrested already. ... Their 
parents aren’t usually at home, so 
they’re living on their own, get-
ting involved with gangs. That’s a 
tough environment to be in.”
 Nigam ran the camp with fel-
low high schoolers Robby Gam-
ble, Jordan Coff, Tom Canty and 
Ashley Crist. The teens worked 
full days, setting up goal lines in 
the morning, running the camp 
in the afternoon, and cleaning up 
in the evenings. Despite the long 
hours, the teens found their work 
rewarding.
 “I think our expectations going 
in were just blown away,” Nigam 
said. “I definitely want to do it 
again next year. Next year we’re 
going to do a little more planning 
and expand it, add more coaches 
into the mix, and hopefully get an 
overall better camp.” V

E-mail Melody Dye at 
mdye@mv-voice.com
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“My back and leg are 

killing me. Every time 

I try to lift a roll of 

carpet, it feels as though 
someone is driving a dagger into my 

hip and pouring hot lead down my leg.” 

Ernie was a carpet installer, and years of 

lifting and working bent-over had taken 

their toll. His MRI’s revealed massive disc 

and joint degeneration. The surgeons he 

consulted were not optimistic about the 

outcome of surgery, given the extent of 

damage to the discs of L4 and L5 that 

had protruded and were pressing against 

the nerves causing his pain.

This was clearly a case for Spinal 

Decompression, a method of reducing 

the pressure on the disc, reducing the 

bulge and allowing the nerves to heal.

The outcome? Ernie was able to return to 

his work with zero pain. He lifts and 

installs carpet, water skis, surfs, and feels 

“Fabulous!”
Call to schedule a no-charge consultation. 
Feel free to bring any MRI’s, X-rays or lab 
studies you may have. Please mention MV-10.

Bulging Disc

Dr. Culver has recently 
opened a new facility in 
Mountain View where 
he provides natural 
healing processes 
utilizing modern 
chiropractic neurology 
and new biomechanical 
techniques that produce 
lasting results. 

• Recent recipient of 
America’s
Top Chiropractors 
Award

• Over 40 years in practice

• Board Certified 
Chiropractic Neurologist 

• Applied Kinesiologist

• Pettibon Practitioner

• Certified in Neuro 
Emotional Technique 

• Chiropractic Sports 
Physician

• Spinal Decompression

• Nutrition

480 San Antonio Road
Mountain View, CA
650.559.7500

ROBERT L. CULVER D.C., D.A.C.N.B.

 D R . C U LV E R ’ s
C A S E  S T U D Y  O F  T H E  WE E K

C H I R O P R A C T I C  /  R E H A B I L I T AT I O N  R E I N V E N T E D

T H E  N E W  C H I R O P R A C T I C

ing arts center is slated to break 
ground in the spring of 2008, and 
should last roughly 11 months, in 
time for the annual spring musi-
cal in 2009, he said.
 The performing arts center is 
the first of several phases of cam-
pus development that the school 
would like to see happen. After 
the completion of the center in 

2009, the school will begin on a 
two-story library building, with 
a student union located on the 
first floor.
 Makley said it will be the first 
time in the school’s history that 
there will be a student union hall.
 Refurbishing the existing gym-
nasium would take place some 
time after that, Makley said.
 Stephanie Williams, the city’s 
project planner who is working 
with Saint Francis on the develop-
ment, said many schools across the 

Peninsula have begun to see the 
need to update existing structures.
 “Definitely a lot of schools in 
this area were built when the 
area was first developing,” she 
said. “There’s a desire to improve 
them to meet today’s needs.” 
 Williams said Saint Francis 
will need to work its way through 
the building permit process, and 
the city will conduct an on-site 
parking study before the spring 
2008 groundbreaking.  V

ST. FRANCIS
 Continued from page 5

his last heat on Friday would 
have advanced to the Saturday 
challenge with the top six racers 
of Friday’s activities. Brandon 
seemed to be the crowd favorite, 
and everyone fully expected him 
to advance and seemed both dis-
appointed and surprised when he 
got beat in his 15th heat. The Elks 
Central District car seemed to be 
one of the fastest Super Kid cars 
on the track that Friday.”
 By the way, Greaves and Nel-
son are 11 and 13, respectively, 
and Le is 8.

 And there you have it, except 
for one more detail which I can’t 
leave out: “And finally, Celeste’s 
mom Cynthia raced in the ‘Oil 
Can’ race and got wiped out by 
a couple of derby directors who 
weighed twice what she did.”
 I’m betting Cynthia doesn’t 
mind losing, so long as she 
doesn’t have to double her own 
weight.

AND THIS IS the sad part, when 
I have to announce that one of 
our fine staff writers is leaving 
for greener pastures.
 Over the past year, Alexa Ton-
dreau has done a wonderful job 
with her beat (which focuses on 

health and education issues in 
Mountain View), and has been 
a great stabilizing force in the 
newsroom as well. As of next 
week, she’s moving on to our sis-
ter paper, the Palo Alto Weekly, to 
cover that city’s (arguably more 
contentious) education issues. 
 The upshot is that we’ve hired 
an enormously talented and 
qualified replacement, Susan 
Hong. We are sad to see one go, 
and welcome the other.
 And, with any luck, we’ll still 
be picking up Alexa’s stories now 
and again.

Don Frances can be reached at 
dfrances@mv-voice.com.

EDITOR’S DESK
 Continued from page 5

United on the soccer field
MOUNTAIN VIEW HIGH STUDENT JOINS FORCES WITH 

PAL, OTHER GROUPS TO HELP AT-RISK KIDS



make sure it isn’t just an owner 
annoyed with a messy tree. The 
tree must be in poor health, pose 
a threat to safety or stand in the 
way of reasonable construction 
plans on the property. 
 With the price of property 
skyrocketing lately, Hurlburt 
said, the city doesn’t like to tell 
property owners that they can’t 
cut down a tree to make their 
home larger and more livable. 
But owners often find it’s pos-
sible to build around one. 
 When Carrie Holmberg 
and her husband bought their 
Waverly Park home a year and 
half ago, the last thing they 
wanted was a massive Monterey 
pine to fall on their home. But 
as time went on, the large tree 
— one of the largest on Franklin 
Avenue — leaned over the house 
and looked more and more omi-
nous to Holmberg as she played 
with her kids in the back yard. 
 Holmberg wondered out loud 
if she was “crazy” to think the 
tree was a threat. Arborists were 
of little comfort: They said the 
tree was at the end of its lifespan 
and that if a large branch was 
removed, which they recom-
mended, it would only be a mat-

ter time before the whole tree 
died. 
 Nevertheless, neighbors gave 
her dirty looks after the tree was 
removed a few months ago, she 
said. Some neighbors, however, 
were supportive. 
 “For someone who is pro-tree, 
it really tore me up to make that 
decision,” Holmberg said. 
 Holmberg’s Monterey pine 
was one of 
many planted 
throughout the 
city in the 1950s 
and 1960s that 
are now close 
to the end of 
their lifespan. 
In Cuesta Park 
alone a dozen 
of them have 
had to be cut 
down in the last 
few years, Hurl-
burt said. Once 
they get old or 
weakened by 
trimming, the 
pines are often 
hit with a fungal 
disease or the red turpentine 
beetle.
 “We are experiencing a loss 
of Monterey pines,” Hurlburt 
said. “There are certain species 
that are definitely in trouble and 
Monterey pine is one of the spe-
cies.”
 Council member Ronit Bry-
ant said her Old Mountain 
View neighborhood has seen 

the loss of many camphor trees 
over the last few decades. In 
Monta Loma, plum trees have 
been replaced with Chinese 
pistachios. When planting street 
trees, the city works off a list of 
preferred trees that is over 20 
years old, Hurlburt said.
 Crimaldi said the Carmel-
ita neighborhood is “falling 
through the cracks” in terms of 

trees because 
it is one of 
the areas of 
the city with-
out a parking 
strip between 
the sidewalk 
and the curb 
— which is 
where the city 
maintains and 
plants street 
trees. 
 Every 
time a heri-
tage tree is 
cut down, 
Hurlburt said, 
owners are on 
the “honor 

system” when it comes to plant-
ing the required replacement 
box trees. The city often can’t 
police whether new trees go in 
because “we don’t have a large 
staff,” Hurlburt said, so the city 
relies on neighbors to keep an 
eye out.
 The city is busy planting about 
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KELLEY COX

This heritage tree on Carmelita Drive is being closely watched by neighbors. 

Learn how to turn your grass, leaves and
kitchen scraps into nutritious soil for your garden

and get a compost bin at a discounted rate.

Register by calling the Rotline at (408) 918-4640
or visit www.ReduceWaste.org for a class schedule.

Brought to you by:

FREE COMPOST
WORKSHOP

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

FREE COMPOST WORKSHOP 
IN MOUNTAIN VIEW

Saturday August 18, 10AM - 12 NOON

Community Center
at Rengstorff Park

Pre-Registration Required

Photo of Sandy Del Rio and Jerome Calvo 
at Isla Holbox, an island paradise

north of Cancun, Mexico
Take a photo with the Mountain View Voice 

on your next trip and email to dmartin@mv-voice.com or mail to 
Postcards, P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042.

Send Us Send Us 
A Postcard
A Postcard

“Every time a heritage 
tree is cut down, 

owners are on the 
‘honor system’ 

when it comes to 
planting the required 

replacement 
box trees.”
BRUCE HURLBURT

TREES
 Continued from page 1

  Continued on next page
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UNIVERSITY OF EAST-WEST MEDICINE 
970 W. EL CAMINO REAL, SUNNYVALE
call 408-733-1878 or visit www.uewm.edu

Become a licensed Acupuncturist!
EARN AN ACCREDITED MASTER’S DEGREE

IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE

• Requires Only 60 Semester College Units
• Full or Part-time/Day or Evening
• Federal Financial Aid Available
• International Students Accepted (I-20 Issued)
• Low Tuition/Flexible Payments

FALL

SEMESTER

STARTING

SEPT. 4TH

S I N C E  1 9 6 3

DEAN’S AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
2037 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94043
www.deansautomotive.com

Open Monday - Friday 8 am - 5:30 pm

SERVICE EXCELLENCE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Call us at 650-961-0302 for an appointment.
We invite you to get to know us; we believe you’ll be glad you did.

Our Expertise: Ford, Subaru, Toyota, Honda, Volvo, Jeep, 
Volkswagen, Nissan, Infiniti, Chevrolet, Mercedes, BMW and all Hybrids.

How we care for you:
• Unparalleled customer service
•  Detailed invoices presented with 

thorough explanations
• Free shuttle service
•  Night and early drop-off 

and pick-up
•  Discounted car rentals

• Best warranty in industry: 
24 month/24,000 mile on 
parts and labor

• Comfortable customer waiting room
• 90 day interest free payment plan 

available
• Service reminder program
• Referral reward program

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $449
• Living Trusts $399/$499
• Incorporations/LLC $399
• Non-Profit $399
•          Probate (Free Quote) 
• And much more!

Kyle & Koko

260 trees a year and maintaining 
28,000 trees on parking strips, 
street medians and in parks. 
Last year the city planted 255 
trees, and there’s room to plant 
thousands more, Hurlburt said. 
The city employs seven people to 
maintain the trees.
 “We obviously need to re-
plant trees on a constant basis,” 
said Bryant. “As wonderful 
old trees reach the end of their 
life new trees are there to take 
over.”
 Last year the San Jose City 
Council wrestled with the prob-
lem of illegal tree removals, 
eventually raising fines for the 
practice. In Mountain View, 
the fines are handed out on a 
case-by-case basis and are based 
on formulas published by the 
International Society of Arbo-
riculture, which determine the 
value of a tree. 

 It’s rare, but occasionally the 
city learns about illegally 
removed trees from neighbors. 
Last year, one unnamed com-

mercial property owner cut 
down several redwoods and 
faced an $18,000 fine, Hurlburt 
said. V

In the ongoing search for Mountain View’s largest trees, a local group has identified 
the following biggies:

■  H E R I TA G E  T R E E S

SPECIES CIRCUMFERENCE LOCATION

California Bay Laurel 394” Athletic field at Saint Francis High School 

Pine  305” 578 Oak Street 

California Pepper 244” 571 Sullivan Drive 

Oak 180” 1667 Miramonte Avenue

Redwood 201” 1600 Begen Avenue

Eucalyptus 176” Centre and Montgomery streets

Cedar Deodara 170” Chapel at Saint Francis High School 

Black Walnut 158” Centre and Montgomery streets

Source: www.mountainviewtrees.org

  Continued from previous page

Let Us Hear
From You…

Letters to the editor and guest 
columns are welcome.

Mail your comments to:
THE VOICE 
P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042



since the early 1970s. Before that he 
was a Stanford student during the 
Vietnam War, and a member of 
Students for a Democratic Soci-
ety, the national radical student 
group, where he wrote exten-
sively about the links between 
the university and the military. 
Since then, three themes have 
dominated his work: the military, 
toxics and technology. 
 In the late 1970s, Siegel said, he 
was one of the first people to point 
out that computer chip manufac-
turing could spell environmental 
disaster for Silicon Valley. He helped 
organize a conference in 1977 called 
“Silicon Valley, Paradise or Para-
dox,” and wrote a pamphlet with 
the same name. When toxic leaks 
were discovered at local IBM and 
Fairchild facilities in 1981, Siegel 
worked with the Mountain View 
City Council to get them listed as 
federal Super-
fund sites. He 
also helped form 
the Silicon Val-
ley Toxics Coali-
tion. In 1985 he 
wrote a book on 
the subject called 
“The High Cost 
of High Tech” 
with co-author 
John Markoff, a 
New York Times
reporter.
 In the late 
1980s, Siegel’s 
focus shifted to 
Moffett Field. In 
1991, the same 
year the site was closed as a naval 
base, Siegel and others traveled 
to an Environmental Protection 
Agency meeting in Colorado where 
he helped “introduce the idea of 
community involvement” in mili-
tary base cleanups. Soon after, the 
Moffett Field Restoration Advisory 
Board formed, and had its first vic-
tory when the Navy responded 
to requests that it accelerate the 
cleanup process. 
 Siegel leaked the news to the 
press, making sure the Navy got the 
credit it deserved.
 “A lot of [Navy officials] were 
shocked,” he said. “It went a long 
way.”
 Because of these successes, Siegel 
was motivated to do many things 
“I never would have done in the 
1960s,” he said. In 1994 he became 
president of Career/Pro in San 
Francisco, an organization that 
trained inner city youth to help 
with cleanups at military bases.
 As he routinely travels the coun-
try giving workshops on how to run 
restoration advisory boards, Siegel 
said he has become “an honest bro-
ker” between local communities 
and the military, and he believes 
that his experience as an activist 
gives him “credibility” among 
civilians. He often does research 

at the request of citizen groups 
located near military bases — most 
recently in Hawaii, where military 
officials welcomed him after learn-
ing of his reputation. 
 Siegel is also busy as one of the few 
activists with expertise on “brown-
fields,” which he calls “the civilian 
version of base closures.” Local 
brownfields include the MEW 
Superfund site in Mountain View 
(bordered by Middlefield Road, 
Ellis Avenue and Whisman Road), 
where soil and groundwater have 
become polluted by industry and 
toxic vapors. If not controlled, the 
vapors can emanate into homes 
and workplaces. 
 While a student at Stanford, 
Siegel said, he was profoundly influ-
enced by the idea of “participatory 
democracy.” That belief has evolved 
for Siegel, and today he believes that 
restoration advisory boards, while 
not participatory democracies, have 
provided a model for how best to 
deal with technically complicated 

cleanup efforts while keeping the 
public in the loop. Even though the 
military and the EPA make final 
decisions, the public’s comments 
can help direct the Navy’s efforts 
and have led to much better out-
comes, Siegel said.
 As a man who admits he likes 
to argue (“it’s the highest form of 
learning,” he says), Siegel’s work 
has put him in a unique position to 
promote his anti-war beliefs with 
military officials. He said he’s come 
to learn that a surprising number 
of military officials oppose the Iraq 
war and think President George W. 
Bush and his administration are 
ruining the military. 
 But he equally enjoys sparring 
with military personnel who believe 
that leaving Iraq would cause chaos 
in the region. Siegel argues that last-
ing progress in the region cannot 
be tied to a U.S. occupation. He 
also talks about the lessons of the 
Vietnam War that still apply today.
 In this vein, Siegel helped form 
Mountain View Voices for Peace 
during the first Gulf War. Hun-
dreds of people showed up for the 
first demonstration, confirming 
his “hypothesis,” he said, that huge 
numbers of people would show up 
for a protest on the corner of Castro 
Street and El Camino Real, but 

would not go to Palo Alto or San 
Francisco. In 2003, the group was 
re-formed to oppose the current 
war in Iraq.
 Siegel’s office on Hope Street 
is the closest thing Mountain 
View has to a peace center. The 
two-room office is the home 
of the Pacific Studies Center, 
an umbrella organization for 
Mountain View Voices for Peace 
and Siegel’s organization, the 
Center for Public Environmental 
Oversight. Around the conference 
room are signs from past battles, 
such as one reading “Symposium 
for a new Moffett Field” — a sign 
from the days when Siegel advo-
cated for the “closure and conver-
sion” of Moffett Field, opposing 
what many Navy officials wanted 
for the base. 
 But these days Siegel finds 
himself working with the very 
Navy officials he once opposed 
— like Carl Honaker, the former 
chief officer at Moffett Field — 

in an effort to 
save the historic 
Hangar One, 
whose toxic 
siding is leach-
ing contami-
nants into the 
groundwater. 
In 2004, follow-
ing outcry over 
the fate of Han-
gar One, Sie-
gel contributed 
his organizing 
experience to 
help form the 
Save Hangar 
One Commit-
tee.

 Siegel once tried a stint in poli-
tics, running for City Council in 
1976. He wasn’t elected because, as 
a newcomer to the city, he hadn’t 
gained enough support, he said. 
But the effort wasn’t a flash in the 
pan: He helped pass the city’s con-
dominium conversion ordinance 
in 1979, pushed unsuccessfully for 
a modified rent control ordinance 
in 1980, and served on the city’s 
environmental planning com-
mission in the early 1980s. 
 While many activists burn out 
after a few years, Siegel says he still 
finds it rewarding to give people 
that little bit of guidance neces-
sary to “push them over the top” 
in making their voices heard, 
whether it be on toxic pollution 
or saving Hangar One. While 
many environmentalists these 
days are setting their sights on 
global warming, Siegel’s efforts 
show no sign of losing focus — 
last week, between plane flights 
out of town, he was pitching a 
new strategy to RAB members 
to gain more public support for 
restoring Hangar One.  V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN 

Lenny Siegel works at his Hope Street office. 

Contact Mary at our 
Professional Studies Program 

for more information 
at 650.543.3945 

or mbakh@menlo.edu

www.menlo.edu/psp

❏ Accelerated evening 
courses

❏ Finish in as few as 
20 months

❏ Three start dates 
a year

✓

✓

✓

Degree Completion
for  

Working
Adults

Management Education
That Makes 

a Difference

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA� Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

SIEGEL
 Continued from page 5
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Viewpoint
THANKS TO BOOKS INC. 
ON POTTER EVENT

Editor: 
 Thank you so much for your 
coverage of the Books Inc. Harry 
Potter event (July 27). We at 
the Mountain View Educational 
Foundation (MVEF) are so grate-
ful for the support of Books Inc. 
The staff put on great activities, 
taking final hurried pre-orders, 
and still cheerfully finding the 
books that the kids were looking 
for in the children’s section.
 It was also good to see so many 
parents out with their kids. Of 
course, for some of us, a Friday 
night on the town often includes 
a stop at Books Inc., where we 
always see one or two friends. 
It’s a pleasure to shop among 
and buy from our fellow book 
nuts, and I’m happy to live in a 
town where books are so trea-
sured. We also enjoy the read-
ings, lectures and other events.
 On top of all that, the 20 per-
cent donation from Books Inc., 
on sales of 518 copies of Harry 
Potter, brought in $3,729.94 for 
MVEF. So, thanks to Books Inc. 
and thanks to all of you who 
were there, spending time with 
your kids, reading with them, 
and supporting our schools at 
the same time.

Terry Higgins
MVEF

TRANSIT RIDERS 
BETRAYED AGAIN
Editor:
 First, the Democrats joined up 
with Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger to sell us on “infrastructure” 
(cough ... highway ... cough) 
bonds, an investment in a smog-
gy, debt-laden future for the next 
generation of Californians.
 Now, in the midst of budget 
wranglings, they are preparing 
to give up $1.3 billion in operat-
ing funds for public transit, after 

months of assurances that this 
gas-tax revenue was safe. 
 Being “theoretically” in favor 
of public transit doesn’t do us 
riders any good. So that’s it. I’m 
not voting for any of you guys 
until you actually earn it. What 
good does it do me if the people 
I vote for win, and do nothing 
for me? 
 I can’t be quite as mad at the 
Governator, because I didn’t vote 
for him. But he better stop calling 
himself an environmentalist!

Nicholas Kibre 
San Carlos Avenue 

BIKES A PROBLEM AT 
SHORELINE
Editor:
 We are so fortunate to have 
Shoreline Park as a resource 
for a variety of activities. I love 
to walk on the trails, get some 
exercise and enjoy the natural 
beauty of the Baylands.
 However, I’m very concerned 
about the bike traffic. Bikers 
bear down on walkers and shout 
“on your left” when they’re 
practically upon us. It’s discon-
certing — and scary!
 I know there are “rules of the 
road,” but what are they? They 
are clearly communicated on 
Stevens Creek Trail, but not at 
Shoreline. Moreover, at Stevens 
Creek there is a meridian to sepa-
rate bikers and walkers. No such 
designation exists at Shoreline. 
And, there are no speed limits 
posted for bikers who think 
they’re on the Tour de France.
 Since the trails are heavily 
used by many people — parents 
with toddlers, seniors and even 
disabled people — I think it is 
only a matter of time until a 
serious accident occurs. I hope 
that the city and park officials 
can find a way to solve this 
problem.

Ellen Murray 
San Luis Avenue 
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The recent Voice story of 43-year-old Jimmy Camp-
bell’s five-year-plus battle to remain at El Camino 
Hospital despite efforts to move him to a nursing 

home points up the flaws in the state’s ability to take charge 
of such long-term patients and get them the care they need.
 As stated in last week’s story, Campbell suffers from a 
degenerative neurological disease called spinocerebel-
lar atrophy, which has left him almost entirely paralyzed, 
unable to swallow and in need of round-the-clock nursing 
care. His brain, however, is perfectly functional, making 
him a prisoner in his own body.
 Campbell’s physician, Dr. Ron Hoffman, put it this way: 
“This person cannot fend for himself. He needs tube-feed-
ing, suctioning and someone to attend to his basic needs. 
Left unattended, he would have died.”
 Dr. Hoffman says that, contrary to the hospital’s wishes, 
he steadfastly refused to discharge Campbell from El Cami-
no until he was assured his patient would be moved to a 
location that could manage his needs. Due to a technicality, 
the state’s Medi-Cal program would not cover the estimated 
$250,000 annual cost of Campbell’s care at home, a respon-
sibility left to the hospital unless Campbell was discharged.
 After five and a half years, Campbell’s parents finally 
found the help they needed in Assemblywoman Sally 
Lieber, who earlier this year pushed through a bill that 
enables Medi-Cal to pay for his treatment at home.
 Lieber deserves accolades for solving what seemed to be 
an intractable problem — providing a way to fund expen-
sive long-term care at home for a patient stuck in a short-
term care hospital bed. In contrast, the hospital cannot 
be proud of its efforts to push Campbell out to a nursing 
home despite his fragile condition. During the first two 
years of his hospital stay, his family asked hospital CEO 
Lee Domanico for a grant to bring their son home. Instead, 
the hospital offered a one-time grant of $30,000, which the 
family rejected.
 Dr. Hoffman told the Voice he believed the hospital could 
have done much more to pressure Medi-Cal and other state 
agencies to help with Campbell’s home care. He added that 
he believes the hospital has a mandate to provide charitable 
care in some circumstances. 
 “It has to be remembered that [El Camino] is a tax-fund-
ed hospital,” he said. “They do not exist unequivocally to 
make a profit in every instance.”
 For Campbell, and about 300 other patients in similar 
circumstances, Lieber’s bill has been a godsend. It proves 
that government can be responsive to extraordinary human 
need in the bleakest of circumstances. 
 Nevertheless, Campbell’s case points out that chronically-
ill patients who lack full insurance coverage could be at risk 
of being discharged against their will. Some version of this 
nightmare exists for countless thousands of state residents, 
who lack proper insurance or whose ailments fall through 
the cracks of Medi-Cal.

A patient’s battle for care
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Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

By Sheila Himmel

Aknowledgeable friend 
claims that Clarke’s Char-
coal Broiler burgers are 

the best in Silicon Valley. She and 
other fans have been patronizing 
Clarke’s for so many decades that 
just driving up to the jaunty, 
nautical pier-like front makes 
them happy. 
 Clarke’s loyal clientele ranges 
from soldiers in fatigues to young 
families with children, from the 
weekday lunch crowd to folks 
who remember when William 
Clarke came back from World 
War II and put up a hamburger 
stand on El Camino Real. (It’s 
been in the Blach family for 35 

years.) Incoming cars go from 
beat-up Corolla to shiny Jaguar 
convertible. Few people linger. 
 Most of them know what they 
want, or study the multifac-
eted burger options and add-ons 
before getting in line. It would 
be rude to get to the front and 
say, “Hmm, do I want a Smokey 
Cheddar Burger or just a Sharp 
Cheddar Burger, and do I want 
it on a French roll or the usual 
sesame bun? Oh, and add bacon, 
no, wait, Canadian bacon!”
 Meanwhile, the soldier in back 
is turning red as a beet. 
 My favorite is the basic Clarkes-
burger ($5.95), a lean one-third-

Clarke’s marks the spot
CLASSIC BURGER SHACK 

A MOUNTAIN VIEW FAVORITE SINCE 1945

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

KELLEY COX

Clarke’s Charcoal Broiler burger is served relatively plain, allowing customers to add their own condiments.

E U R O P E A N  C U I S I N E

Palo Alto:
541 Bryant St.
650.327.0132
Lunch Mon-Fri
Dinner Nightly
Sun Brunch, 11:30-3

Mountain View:
186 Castro St.
650.864.9940

Lunch Mon-Fri
Dinner Nightly

Sun Brunch, 11:30-3

w w w . c h e z z u c c a . c o m  •  w w w . z u c c a r i s t o r a n t e . c o m

Sat

Fri

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

PREPARED TABLESIDE
• Unique Flambé Entreés
• Spinach & Caesar Salads
• Cherries Jubilee

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT
Tues-Thurs: Yelena on Piano
Fri: 6pm–9:30pm Gypsy 
Violin with Tibor & Yelena

Sat: Enjoy Dining with Mike 
and Sandi performing your 
favorite selections

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Happy Hour –pm 

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale

Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

PRIME RIB & SEAFOOD

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

  Continued on next page

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 8/23/07. No Internet Coupons Mountain View.



pound patty that comes off 
the chain-mail charcoal broiler 
smoky, juicy and slightly crum-
bly, without those burned lines 
that look nice but taste, you 
know, burned. The burger makes 
a perfect textural contrast with 
a slightly toasted sesame bun, 
somewhat juicy tomato slices, 
and crisp sheaf of iceberg let-
tuce. 
 Medium, with just a hint of 
pink, is the default mode for all 
21 or so versions of hamburger. 
If you want your burger cooked 
more or less, just say so. 
 If you want to use the restroom, 
ask for the key, and if you want, 
say, jack cheese instead of Ameri-

can cheese on your patty melt, 
add $1. Otherwise, the patty 
melt ($7.75) has the virtues of a 
one-third pound Clarkesburger, 
sauteed onions and toasted rye 
bread, but they’re foiled by a slab 
of orange gunk. 
 Condiments reside on the orig-
inal building’s brick fireplace, 
behind the ordering counter. 
Traffic tends to back up, but the 
condiment station is clean and 
stocked with “imported and 
domestic” possibilities including 
iceberg lettuce, jalapeno pep-
pers, sauerkraut and a flotilla of 
sauces, onions and mustards. 
 At lunchtime, you’re likely to 
wait a lot longer for the burger 

Weekend
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■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations

 Credit Cards

 Alcohol

 Takeout

Highchairs

  Wheelchair Access

 Banquet

 Catering

 Outdoor Seating

 Noise Level fine

 Bathroom Cleanliness highly 
  variable

 Parking street & lot

Clarke’s Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View
(650) 967-0851
www.clarkes.com

Hours:
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday
8 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday-Sunday

KELLEY COX

A large cartoon at the front entrance greets Clarke’s customers.

afghan
Afghan/Persian Kabobs
604 S. Mary Avenue
(at El Camino Real)
Sunnyvale 408/733-5262
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.pakabob.com

american
Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

Marie Callendar's
4710 El Camino Real 
(just south of San Antonio) 
650/941-6989

Sports Page
1431 Plymouth Street 
(exit at Shoreline off 101)
Mtn. View. 650/961-1992

chinese
Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, Los 
Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

french
Chez TJ
938 Villa Street, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-7466
“Outrageously good” New French-
American fare “in a charming little 
Victorian house” – Zagat 2003.

Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

pizza
Kapp's Pizza Bar & Grill
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View, 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

tex-mex
El Paso Cafe
1407 El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

ice cream
Gelato Classico
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View. 650/969-2900

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Britt Callaway at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

g

  See CLARKE’S, page 16

KELLEY COX

Larry Crane with son Noah, 2, and nephews Josh, 11 and Mitchell, 7,  are 
ready to eat at Clarke’s.

  Continued from previous page
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— at least 10 minutes — than it 
takes to eat it. But lunch is still 
the time to go if you like your 
fries steaming hot with crisp 
coats. At slow times, the fries 
may go limp. 
 Medium-thick, with a little 
skin, the fries ($1.50) were win-
ners at lunch and losers at dinner. 
Also disappointing, potato salad 
and sweet coleslaw ($2.25 each 
in a half-pint) both drowned in 
mayonnaise. 
 A big basket of fried zucchini 
($3.95) with ranch dressing was 
good for sharing. Clarke’s fryer 
also does onion rings and beer-
battered mushrooms. 
 For lighter eaters, Clarke’s 
offers cheese sandwiches, small-
er burgers and hot dogs. For 
vegetarians, there’s a garden 

burger. On weekends, Clarke’s 
breakfast menu hits all the egg 
and pancake bases. Clarke’s full 
dinners include a roll, baked or 
fried potatoes and your choice of 
salad. The chicken and ribs are 
OK. 
 Why bother? Just have a burger 
and a milkshake or a beer. 
Clarke’s carries good domestics 
and imports in bottles and Gor-
don Biersch on tap. 
 Atop the condiment station, 
and the centerpiece of Clarke’s 
Web site, is a red vintage pickup 
truck with a thought bubble say-
ing: “Clarkesburgers are charcoal 
broiled, not grilled.” That’s all, 
folks. V

“Clarkesburgers 
are charcoal 

broiled, 
not grilled.” 

CLARKE’S
 Continued from page 15

KELLEY COX

Clarke’s employees work hard on 
orders with the menu offering 21 
different types of burgers.

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

Mon- SatMon- Sat

Modern Moroccan Cuisine

Hours: Tuesday - Sunday 5:30pm - 10pm
For Reservations Call or Visit our Website www.zitune.com

325 Main St. •  Los Altos • 650-947-0247

“Haute French meets North Africa on the Peninsula”
•  Susan Bryan, S an Francisco Magazine, July 2007



By Melody Dye

The Foothill Music Theatre 
production of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s 1940s clas-

sic “Carousel” is a high-powered 
affair that may fall a little short 
of its Broadway ambitions — but 
who needs Broadway when a local 
troupe is having so much fun. 
 “Carousel” is a glitzy, eye-catch-
ing bit of fancy, as colorful in its 
costumes and revolving sets as in 
its boisterous musical numbers. A 
small orchestra lines the pit as 15-
foot sets glide silently across the 
stage, with carnival horses tracing 
the arc of the carousel. The band 
keeps time with the actors, who 
swoop in from the wings in fits of 
song — jigging, stomping, carous-
ing — as a strong man flexes in a 
lemon-colored jumpsuit and a 
brown bear does handstands in 
the corner. 
 Brilliant facades flicker, spotlights 
descend, and a little ballerina swirls 
across the stage, burlesque dancers 
at her back.
 As always with Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, the fun is in the 
spectacle. And Foothill’s version 
is at its best during the raucous 
song-and-dance numbers, when 
supporting players swarm the stage 
and the orchestra revs up its sound. 
The songs are full-bodied and 
pitch-perfect, the dances lavish and 
thrilling, executed with polish, flair 
and plenty of humor. (The sailors’ 
jig was a particular crowd favorite, 
drawing whoops and applause 
mid-scene.) 
 In these extravagant moments, 
“Carousel” certainly rises to the 
occasion. It’s in the more delicate 
dramatic scenes that things get a 
little messy. 
 This is in part because the story 
driving “Carousel” is a strange 
one. It’s demanding in its complex-
ity, peculiar in its subtleties. As the 
story goes, a young woman from a 
garment factory (Mary Melnick) 
falls for a womanizing carousel 
barker (Carmichael Blankenship), 

and he for her. They wed. His sweet 
whispers turn to violence and 
abuse. But her love is unrelenting. 
 Then she finds herself pregnant, 
and though things go well at first, 
the barker becomes disoriented by 
the weight of fatherhood. Worried 
and befuddled, he is easily misled, 
and tragedy ensues: To secure the 
future of his unborn child, he gets 
caught up in on a plot to kill a man, 
but the deal goes sour and he kills 
himself instead. 
 His widowed wife teaches their 
young daughter that such men 
are worth forgiving, such abuses 
worth forgetting. Her forgiveness 
is supposed to be its own kind of 
redemption.
 In the song, “What’s the Use of 
Wondr’in’,” she sings to the women 
gathered round, “Something made 
him the way that he is, whether he’s 
false or true / and something gave 
him the things that are his, one of 
those things is you. / So when he 
wants your kisses, you will give 
them to the lad. / And anytime he 
needs you, you’ll go running there 
like mad.” 
 In another scene she tells her dead 
husband that she knows why he 
hit her. In yet another, she tells her 
young daughter that sometimes 
being hit “doesn’t hurt at all.”
 Such lines no doubt sound dif-
ferent to modern ears than in 1945, 
when “Carousel” first hit Broad-

way. Played the right way, maybe, 
the musical could be a complex 
moral tale about love and accep-
tance. Stripped of its subtleties, it 
can seem bizarre at best, misogynist 
at worst.
 The biggest hitch in this produc-
tion is one of casting. There isn’t a 
full-blooded chemistry between 
Blankenship, a broad-shouldered 
baritone, and Melnick, whose reedy 
soprano is poorly matched with his 
overpowering vocals. Their appar-
ent passion is sometimes more 
confusing than convincing.
 Blankenship, as carnival barker 
Billy Bigelow, is handsome and 
charismatic. When he sings, his 
voice fills the room, and he has 
a certain physical presence that 
can overwhelm his colleagues. He 
plays his character impetuous and 
a little dumb; the emotional tenor 
of his performance is strong but 
never varies. 
 Mary Melnick, as factory girl 
Julie Jordan, is quite the opposite: 
thin, mousy and contemplative. She 
shoots for subtlety while he shoots 
for gusto.
 Both turn in strong perfor-
mances; it’s the contrast that’s 
problematic. Because their love is 
never believable, her forgiveness is 
almost unfathomable. The story 
is supposed to be one of love and 
redemption, but the mismatch 
reshapes the message into some-
thing more sinister.
 But the play is successful in so 
many other ways. Katie Blodgett 
and Ruth Stein turn in exceptional 
vocal performances, and Hank 
Lawson is hilarious and unnerving 
in the role of Jigger Craigin. Hair, 
make-up, costume, set design, cho-
reography, sound production — all 
are outright spectacular.
 “Carousel” is a strange musical, 
and may not be all that it aspires to. 
But taken with a grain of salt, it’s a 
bang-up good time.

E-mail Melody Dye at 
mdye@mv-voice.com

Arts&Events
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Tied House Cafe & Brewery
Redwood Coast Brewing Company

65 N. San Pedro St. - San Jose (408) 295-2739
954 Villa St. - Mountain View (650) 965-2739

www.TiedHouse.com

Gold Medal Taste Awaits

Ironwood Dark
Gold Medal Winner Round and round she goes

ZANY GAGS, RAUCOUS MUSICAL NUMBERS ABIDE IN FOOTHILL’S ‘CAROUSEL’ 

What: Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
“Carousel,” produced by Foothill Music 
Theatre
Where: Smithwick Theatre at Foothill 
College, 12345 El Monte Rd., Los Altos 
Hills; free parking is available in lots 1, 
5, and 6
When: Thursdays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays at 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m., 
through Aug. 19
Cost: $24 general, $22 seniors, $18 
students, $10 children under 12
Contact: Call the box office at (650) 
949-7360 or the 24-hour charge-by-
phone hotline at (650) 949-7414

■  I N F O R M AT I O N
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1408 (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 20: 10:05 p.m. 

ARCTIC TALE (G) (Not Reviewed)  Aquarius: 12:30, 2:45, 5, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m. 

BECOMING JANE (PG) (Not Reviewed) 
Palo Alto Square: 1:45, 4:30, 7:20 & 10:15 p.m. 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 12:20, 1:50, 3:25, 4:35, 6:30, 7:30, 9:25 & 10:20 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 12:10, 12:50, 1:30, 2:15, 2:55, 3:35, 4:15, 5, 5:45, 
6:30, 7:05, 7:45, 8:35, 9:20, 9:55 & 10:30 p.m. 

BRATZ (PG) (Not Reviewed)  Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 1:55, 4:35, 7:15 & 9:55 p.m. 

EL CANTANTE (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 12: 11:20 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 7:40 & 10:35 p.m. 

EVAN ALMIGHTY (PG) ✭✭ Century 20: 12:05 & 6 p.m. 

HAIRSPRAY (PG) ✭✭✭✭ Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:35 & 
10:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 12:40, 2:20, 3:15, 4:55, 5:55, 7:35 & 8:40 p.m. 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX 
(PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:30, 2:30, 3:35, 7, 8 & 10:05 p.m. 
Century 12: 11:40 a.m.; 3, 7, & 10:10  p.m. 

HOT ROD (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 1:30, 3:45, 6, 8:15 
& 10:30 p.m. Century 12: Noon, 1:10, 2:20, 3:30, 5, 6:15, 7:20, 8:30 & 10 p.m. 

I KNOW WHO KILLED ME (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 3:40 & 9:45 p.m. Century 20: 2:25, 4:05, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m. 

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK AND LARRY (PG-13) ✭✭ 
Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 7:30 & 10:15 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:20, 1:40, 4:10, 5:10, 7:30, 8:50 & 10:25 p.m.

KNOCKED UP (R) ✭✭1/2 Century 20: 1:10 & 7:25 p.m. 

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (PG-13) ✭✭✭ 
Century 16: 12:50 & 6:50 p.m. Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2:30, 5:25 & 8:20 p.m. 

MY BEST FRIEND (PG-13) ✭✭✭  Guild: 2. 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m. 

NO RESERVATIONS (PG) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 
noon, 1:50, 4:25, 5:30, 7:10 & 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 12:20, 
1:50, 2:50, 4:20, 5:15, 6:55, 7:55, 9:30 & 10:25 p.m. 

OCEAN’S THIRTEEN (PG-13) ✭✭✭ 
Century 20: 11:10 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:45 & 10:35 p.m. 

ONCE (R) ✭✭✭1/2 
Aquarius: 2:15, 4:30, 6:45 & 9 p.m. Mon. only at 2:15, 4:30 & 10 p.m.  

PIRATE’S OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT WORLD’S END 
(PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 20: 2:30 & 8:20 p.m. 

RATATOUILLE (G) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15, 5:05, 7:45 & 
10:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:10 a.m.; 12:15, 2, 3:20, 4:50, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m.  

RESCUE DAWN (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 20: 1, 4:10, 7:20 & 
10:15 p.m.   Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:20, 7:15 and 10:10 p.m. 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW (1975) (R) 
(Not Reviewed) Guild: Sat. at midnight.  

SICKO (PG-13) ✭✭✭✭ 
Century 16: 12:45 & 6:45 p.m. Century 20: 6:50 & 9:40 p.m. 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 12:05, 1:20, 2:20, 3:30, 4:30, 5:45, 7:05, 8:05, 
9:20 & 10:30 p.m. Century 12: 11:30 a.m.; 12:10, 12:50, 1:30, 1:50, 2:40, 
3:20, 4, 4:30, 5:20, 6, 6:40, 7:10, 8, 8:40, 9:20, 9:40 & 10:20 p.m.

SUNSHINE (R) ✭1/2 Century 16: 3:50 & 10 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 5:10 & 10:30 p.m. 

TALK TO ME (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 7:30 & 10:15 p.m.  

THE TEN (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:25, 4:55, 7:25 & 9:55 p.m. 

TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) ✭✭ Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 3:15, 6:55 
& 10:10 p.m. Century 12: 11:50 a.m.; 12:30, 3:10, 6:15, 7:15 & 10:35 p.m. 

UNDERDOG (PG) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 1:15, 3:20, 
5:25, 7:40 & 9:50 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 12:25, 1:30, 2:35, 3:40, 
4:45, 5:50, 7, 8, 9:10 & 10:10 p.m. 

WHO’S YOUR CADDY? (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 12: 3:50 & 9:40 p.m. 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (369-3456)

 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  

For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the 
Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities 
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.

■  M O V I E T I M E S

HAIRSPRAY ✭✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 20) Nikki Blonsky’s 
big smile and big talent are a perfect fit 
for the role of Tracy Turnblad, the lovable 
central character of John Waters’ 1988 
original film and the Tony award-winning 
Broadway production. The height of her 
hairdo gets her sent out of the classroom 
and into detention. Seaweed (Elijah 
Kelley) and the others teach her all the 
right Detroit-sound dance moves. After 
school, Tracy and her best friend Penny 
(Amanda Bynes) race home to bebop to 
the televised Corny Collins Show — and 
swoon over Link Larkin (Zac Efron). Tracy 
is a young woman with a vision. The teen 
empathizes with the segregation concerns 
voiced by Motormouth Maybelle (Queen 
Latifah). If television is in black and 
white, why not “do the checkerboard”? 
African Americans should have equal 
rights on and off the dance floor. The 
themes of standing by one’s convictions 
and struggling for fairness never lose their 
relevance. Campy and sweet-natured, 
“Hairspray” will shake away any summer-
time blues. Rated: PG for language, some 
suggestive content and momentary teen 
smoking. 1 hour. 47 minutes. — S.T. 

MY BEST FRIEND ✭✭✭
(Guild) Francois (Daniel Auteuil) is a suc-
cessful antiques dealer who appears to 
have it all: stylish digs, a satisfying sex 
life and a thriving business. But according 
to his acquaintances, there is one thing 
Francois doesn’t have: friends. Apparently 
the rest of the world views Francois as 
demanding, arrogant and petty. Francois 
insists that he has many close friends 
and can prove it. So his business partner, 
Catherine (Julie Gayet), makes him a bet: 
produce his best friend or she will keep 
the valuable Greek vase the pair recently 
acquired for the business. Francois thumbs 
through his address book and starts 
making calls. And visits. To anyone and 
everyone who will listen and admit to 
liking him. Unfortunately the only viable 
candidate is a total stranger: a big-hearted 
trivia-spouting cabbie named Bruno (Dany 
Boon) who’s hungry for his own bonds. 
A relationship slowly develops as does an 
obvious trajectory. The pacing is awkward, 
the scripting trite and the narrative pure 
formula. But beneath the observable 
veneer is a surprisingly thoughtful reflec-
tion on family, companionship and loneli-
ness. Rated: PG-13 for mature themes. 
In French with English subtitles. 
1 hour, 35 minutes. — J.A. 

NO RESERVATIONS ✭✭ 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) The plot of “No 
Reservations” deals with Kate (Catherine 
Zeta-Jones), a stone-cold chef whose 
world changes drastically when she 
becomes the guardian of Zoe, her 9-year-
old niece. Self-centered and rule-oriented, 
Kate doesn’t seem cut out for unplanned 
parenthood. Portraying a child suffering 
from the loss of her mother, Abigail Breslin 
stands out in a role very different from the 
beauty-pageant contestant of “Little Miss 
Sunshine.” Enter Nick (Aaron Eckhart). 
Hired temporarily by the restaurant owner 

■  M O V I E R E V I E W S

BMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com

BodyKneads SPA+SALON

   Pamper Yourself...

810 San Antonio Rd., Palo Alto 
650.852.0546 • 7 days, 10am-10pm

www.bodykneads-dayspa.com
Must present ad. Offer ends March 30, 2007

Manicure and Spa Pedicure . . . .$22

Express Facial, Manicure 
and  Spa Pedicure . . . . . . . . . . .$68

Short Getaway:
Includes an Hour Swedish Massage, 
Express Facial, Manicure 
and Spa Pedicure . . . . . . . . . .$145

July 31st 2007

Express Facial, Manicure, 
and Spa Pedicure . . . . $72
Manicure 
and Spa Pedicure . . . . $22 Reg. $37

15% off all Waxing

One Hour Deep Tissue 
Massage and Men’s Hair Cut . . $85

One Hour Swedish 
Massage & Manicure . . . .$70

With Major Support From:

Roger Smith Family
Anderson Honda Superstore  •  Mathews-Carlsen Body Works  •  Motion Pro

The Cvengros Family  •  The Private Bank of the Peninsula    

FREE ADMISSION   •   FREE PARKING
Parking at Stanford Shopping Center

Sunday August 5, 2007   •    10 am to 4 pm
El Camino Park, Palo Alto (across from Stanford Shopping Center)

Proceeds benefit  the
Museum of American Heritage

650-321-1004   •   www.moah.org

Alta Business Forms-Ralph Buffa    •    Cody Anderson Wasney Architects
Shirley and Bob Cavigli   •   Pat and John Davis    •    Shirley and Leonard Ely   

 First National Bank of Northern California   •   Friends of MOAH      Jelich Ranch
     Kathleen Justice-Moore and Steve Moore   •   Michele and John McNellis    •    Morgan Stanley-Susan Klar

 Beverly and Jim Nelson   •   Judy and Don Nusbaum    •    Kim and Charlie Pack   •    Palo Alto Hardware
Palo Alto Sport Shop and Toy World    •    Prototypes Plus    •    Roxy Rapp & Company

Stanford Federal Credit Union    •    Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online-Media SponsorM

150+ Antique Cars, Classics, Hot Rods, and more
RC model car races • LEGO vehicles  •  Jonny Cats Jazz Combo  •  Music

by the Peninsulaires  •  Mike Rossi, singer/songwriter  •  Broadcast Legends
Robot Chariot  •  Segway Scooters  •  Mr. Science, Bob Boschert  •  Soccer

Shootout  •  Jugglers  •  Clowns  •  Food  •  Fun for the entire family
•  •  •

Vintage Vehicles Gala
A '50s benefit for the Museum of American Heritage, Sat. August 4

For more information visit: www.moah.org
• •  •
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Small Buildings for Sale
Convenient Mountain View Location

Prices Range From $430,000 to $1,155,000

The  ineyardV
A TYPICAL OFFICE SUITE
475 Whisman, Suite 300

 1251 SQUARE FEET
 LOBBY & CONFERENCE ROOM
 2 PVT OFFICES 1 CONFERENCE RM
 SPACE FOR 3 WORKSTATIONS
 KITCHENETTE W/SINK & FRIDGE
 BREAK AREA & BATHROOM
 CARPETING AND DROPPED CEILING
 FULLY AIR CONDITIONED

$517,374 AS SHOWN
(Furniture, work stations, 

office equipment not included)

Design Your Own Space Plan!

• An Exclusive Community for Business and Professionals
 • 425-495 Whisman Road (near Ellis St. off ramp from hwy 101)
   • 1133-8000+ square feet
     • 90% financing available

www.TheVineyardMV.com
Contact Exclusive Agents

KEVIN CUNNINGHAM
650.688.8521
kcunningham@ccarey.com

RICK BELL
408.982.8428
rbell@ccarey.com

CONCEPTUAL SPACE PLAN

ONLY 9 UNITS LEFT!

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

650.961.1992
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
Page

Watch Every 
Broadcast Game 

on New High 
Definition TVs!

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

Giants, A’s
✦ ✦ ✦

Big Screens

✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

DANCE FLOOR

(Patricia Clarkson), the gregarious, opera-
loving sous-chef adds plenty of sugar 
to the movie — and moves the drama 
into the realm of romantic comedy. With 
everyone from iron chefs to animated rats 
whipping up ratatouille these days, the 
novelty of watching food being prepared 
and plated is gone. A too-familiar setting 
and plot formula remain. Although all the 
performances are good, Kate’s character 
often rings false. Pairing pedestrian fare 
with a fairytale ending, “No Reservations” 
deserves a so-so rating — whether talk-
ing Michelin or movies. Rated: PG for 
some sensuality and language. 1 hour. 
45 minutes. — S.T. 

RESCUE DAWN ✭✭1/2
(CineArts, Century 20) The extraordinary 
experiences of German-born Dieter Den-
gler, a U.S. Navy pilot shot down over Laos 
and taken prisoner during the Vietnam 
War, bear repeating. But truth is stranger 
and sometimes better than fiction. Werner 
Herzog’s fascinating 1997 documentary, 
“Little Dieter Needs to Fly,” surpassed this 
dramatized version of the harrowing sur-
vival tale. Christian Bale bears a passing 
resemblance to the real-life Dengler, who 
died of ALS in February of 2001. He plays 
the role pragmatically, a guy with an iron 
will that can’t be broken by starvation, a 
beehive tied to his head or water torture 

administered by Laotian guards. “Rescue 
Dawn” feels like a POW procedural that 
picks up steam only during the prison 
escape attempt and later in close encoun-
ters with the enemy. Without a semblance 
of Herzog’s signature mysticism or an 
ounce of insightfulness, the film becomes 
an unremarkable retelling of a remarkable 
true-life story. Rated: PG-13 for some 
sequences of intense war violence and 
torture. 2 hours. 5 minutes. — S.T. 

SUNSHINE ✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Cillian Murphy 
is up front and center as mission physicist 
Capa, the voice of reason on the Icarus II. 

Their mission is a daunting one: to reignite 
the sun whose light on earth appears 
to be waning. If there is such a thing as 
sun junkies, these guys are the poster 
boys (and girls), hooked on its polarizing 
light. Naturally there was a ship that went 
before them and naturally it disappeared. 
Of course they lose contact with the moth-
er planet within 24 hours and run peril-
ously low on oxygen. So what’s the hook? 
Well, missing ship Icarus starts transmit-
ting a distress signal that sends everyone 
into a tizzy. How is that possible when the 
crew is presumed dead? Should the Capa 
crew members ditch their rendezvous with 
the sun and rescue their compatriots? 

Veterans of even a handful of “Star Trek” 
episodes know that the Icarus is up to 
no good, but our plucky crew is blissfully 
and heroically ignorant. “Sunshine” is an 
odyssey of stupidity with one bad deci-
sion piling on another. Visuals are brilliant 
throughout, but lost in a quick-cutting 
style so spare as to be subliminal. The 
climactic act is a bloody and bewildering 
frenzy. Rated: R for violent content and 
language. 1 hour, 49 minutes. — J.A. 

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth,  T.H.-Tyler Hanley
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Eric Fischer-Colbrie
Local Neighborhood Specialist

650-533-7511
efc@interorealestate.com

Eric Fischer-Colbrie 
presents...

Coming Soon
FORDHAM WAY

• 3 Bedroom
• 2 Bath

• 1280 sq ft
• Move in Condition

Also Coming Soon
• 4 Bedroom

• 2 Bath
• Los Altos Schools


