
By Daniel DeBolt

Years ago the Canada Geese came to 
Shoreline Park. They never left.
 The birds, as many as 800 of them, 

leave large droppings. And by abandoning 
their parents’ migratory ways, these geese 
have created a year-round problem for golfers 
and other users of Shoreline Park. 
 “You’re walking through it all the time,” 
said a golfer named Glen. “It’s on your shoes 
and on your ball. If you’re playing by the rules 
you hit it with the poop on it.” 
 The city has been trying everything in the 
book to keep the goose population under 
control, with most efforts focused on the golf 
course. At the course, a sign reads “Don’t feed 
the squirrels or the birds.” 
 Every weekday a border collie named 
Wryn chases the geese off in flocks. Liquids 
have been sprayed on the grass to turn them 
away by inducing a vomiting reflex. Fake 
predators, including a coyote, are moved 
around the course to scare them off. Remote 
control boats have even been used to keep 
them out of the park’s lakes.
 Even so, last year the population grew by 
50 to 100 geese, the city said, after a pro-
gram of “egg addling” — using mineral oil 
to kill goose eggs — had to be temporarily 
stopped under what the Department of 

Fish and Game called a bureaucratic “sna-
fu.” The federal government last year put 
the responsibility for issuing egg addling 
permits into the hands of states. The only 
problem was that egg addling is technically 
illegal in California.
 “Without egg addling your problem is 

going to be worse the next year,” said Dan 
Yparraguirre, head of the Department of 
Fish and Game’s Waterfowl and Migra-
tory Bird Program. “This egg snafu has 
certainly set folks back.”
 Yparraguirre said the department hopes to 
fix the problem soon, “but we just couldn’t 
get our ducks in a row before last spring.”
 Resident Steve Anderson is a longtime 
golfer and marshal at the golf links. On Sun-
day mornings, among other things, he can 
be seen “herding geese” by waving a golf club 
or whatever’s handy. Anderson said Canada 
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  See GEESE, page 10

NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN 

Hundreds of Canada geese feed at Shoreline Park in Mountain View last Friday. The population of Canada geese is out of control at 
Shoreline and they are making a mess, golfers say.

Paradigm 
shift at MV 
Whisman

SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE OF 
A FEW IN U.S. TO ADOPT 

‘CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT’ 
TEACHING METHOD

By Susan Hong

The Mountain View Whisman 
School District announced this 
week that it has adopted a new 

approach to teaching which regards 
parents and students as “customers” 
and “stakeholders” in the educational 
process.
 The new method, called “Con-
tinuous Improvement” or CI, marks 
a paradigm shift for the district. The 
idea for the change started about two 
years ago, when newly hired Superin-
tendent Maurice Ghysels introduced 
his administrators to a business-related 
approach to education. Ghysels, who 
holds a Ph.D. in education with an 
emphasis on organizational develop-
ment, worked in the corporate field 
during the 1990s. 
 After combing the country for 
resources, Ghysels and his team started 
a CI pilot program of 22 teachers last 
October. The teachers saw so much 
success in the classroom with Continu-
ous Improvement, educators said, that 

Day Worker Center finds new home
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OFFERS ONE-YEAR TRIAL FOR DOWNTOWN SPACE

  See MV WHISMAN, page 11

By Daniel DeBolt

After months of searching, Moun-
tain View’s Day Worker Center 
is set to move into a new space at 

the Trinity United Methodist Church at 
748 Mercy Street, just half a block from 
City Hall.
 At a press conference in front of the 

church Tuesday, church leaders were 
thanked for providing day workers “ref-
uge” with a one-year lease. The center’s 
former lease, at the Calvary Church on 
California Street and Escuela Avenue, was 
set to expire this month after five years.
 United Methodist Pastor Janette Saave-
dra said she was excited about hosting the 
center. A church member named Shelly 

Kinney had read about the center’s situ-
ation in the Voice, prompting the church 
to offer help, she said.
 “It gives me much faith that there 
are people who will reach out to us like 
this,” said Elizabeth Fitting, the presi-
dent of the Day Worker Center board.

  See DAY WORKER, page 9

Wood vs. PlasticWood vs. Plastic
The jury is still out 
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“If you’re playing by 
the rules you hit it 

with the poop on it.” 
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a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  | LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

MO U N TA I N  VI E W ■  Sophisticated 
elegance in desirable downtown. 3bd/1.5ba with 
remodeled kitchen + baths, HW floors, + separate 
utility room. Large lot. $1,149,000

Chuck & Tori Atwell

CU P E RTI N O ■  Panoramic, unobstructed 
view of the city! Bright, spacious 1bd/1ba pent-
house condo. Excellent Cupertino schools.
 $568,000

Maisy Young

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■  Light and bright 
1bd/1ba with remodeled kitchen, skylights, 
Berber carpeting and plenty of storage. 2 patio 
doors. Great location. $369,000

Margaret Grant

Chuck & Tori Atwell

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■  Rarely available 
3bd/3ba home with 4th bedroom or den. New 
paint inside and out, hardwood floors + fire-
place. 2-car garage. Large yard. $1,078,000

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■  Fabulous, remod-
eled 4bd/2ba home located on a great street 
close to Mountain View HS. Fireplace in LR and 
DR. Pool + room for boat storage. $1,395,000

Dottie MonroeChristy Ying

SU N N Y VA L E ■  Spacious  townhome. 
Updated 3bd/2.5ba + large loft area. Granite coun-
ters in kitchen. LR with vaulted ceilings. Private 
yard + attached 2-car garage. $624,000

LO S ALTO S ■  Stylish, pristine 2-story town 
home located in desirable North Los Altos. 
Spacious 3bd/2.5ba remodeled throughout. 
Lovely patio and yard.   $949,000

Cindi & Ashley Kodweis 

CAM P B E LL ■ Turn-the-key and move into this 
gorgeous 2-year-new 1bd/1ba condo. Complex 
features a fitness center + pool. Conveniently 
located near Santana Row. $399,500

Courtney Bridgman-Eltherington

SAN MATE O ■ Updated 3bd/2ba home with 
bright, formal entry with skylight, garden win-
dow, hardwood floors + dual pane windows. 
MBR opens to rear yard. $779,000

Mike Jasper
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Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Melody Dye.

“ The girls did have some of those 
Polly Pockets that were recalled. 
In general though we try to avoid 
Toys ‘R’ Us and don’t go for too 
much plastic stuff.”  
Gina Villarreal, with daughter 
Ines (pictured), Sunnyvale

“ Well, we had the wooden Thomas 
the Train that was recalled because 
of lead in the paint. It’s funny, 
because I normally don’t buy the 
name-brand stuff on TV, and I do 
this one time, and it gets recalled! 
I was absolutely furious that such a 
popular toy had lead in it.” 
Cassy Christianson with Ethan,
Mountain View

“ Several months back we had 
that Thomas the Train recalled 
because of some sort of deal with 
lead in the paint. We haven’t 
really changed what we buy, 
though — we’re not too 
worried about it.” 
Regina and Bryan Freed with 
Nathan, Mountain View

“ I haven’t had a problem with any 
of the recent toys, but I did have 
a BabyTrans baby carrier that got 
recalled because the straps were 
faulty. I do think it’s amazing how 
they [the companies] get away 
with this kind of thing for so long. I 
mean, lead in the paint? ” 
Yukki Wong with Lur,
Mountain View

“ It’s not such a problem in my 
family because we don’t buy 
many toys. They’re always beg-
ging for Playstation or Legos.” 
Graciela Gomez, with children 
Vanessa and Raciel (pictured), 
Mountain View

“Did you have any toys that 
had to be recalled?”

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

STRAIGHT TEETH ARE WITHIN YOUR REACH… Ask us how!

YOUR SMILE SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU. IF YOU LET IT.

© 2007 Align Technology, Inc, All Rights Reserved

Call today to schedule your 
FREE Invisalign® Consultation.

650-964-2626
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A

Mountain View (Corner of El Camino Real and Calderon)

Invisalign Day – August 24, 2007
Complimentary Consultation with

David R. Boshken, D.M.D.
Dr. Boschken is an Elite Provider for Invisalign (top 1% in the world).  He has treated over 850 Invisalign patients.

~PLUS~
$250 Off 

Invisalign Treatment

ispel the myths of remodeling and learn the facts and how-to’s of the process in
a workshop designed specifically for homeowners. 

Whether you are undecided about remodeling or ready to go, the class will provide an overview of
Green Design and Building–what it is, why it's important, and cost and maintenance considerations.

Topics will include:
Different shades of “green”• Design considerations • Features & benefits of building green  
• Construction methods & material selection • Cost and maintenance considerations • Remodeling vs.
new construction

Harrell Remodeling, one of the San Francisco Peninsula's premier 
remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and introduce 
you to exciting design considerations for your remodel. Your home
is an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are 
by giving it your very best!

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it’s your home.®

For more information or to register for the workshop, 
call (650) 230-2900. No credit cards accepted. 
Class fee is $20.00 for pre-registration, 
or $25.00 at the door. Refreshments will be provided.

Harrell Remodeling
Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

Thursday, August 23, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Green Building Exchange, 305 Main St., Redwood City, CA 94063D
"I learned so much about how to make my home more green."
-Workshop Attendee

Green Building-Design, Cost and
Maintenance Considerations

AUGUST 17, 2007 ■ MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE ■ 3



4 ■ MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE ■ AUGUST 17, 2007

■  C R I M E W AT C H

■  P O L I C E L O G

ARSON
1900 Block W. El Camino Real, 8/11

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
1800 Block California St., 8/9

BATTERY
200 Block Castro St., 8/11
200 Block Evandale Ave., 8/11

BRANDISHING WEAPON
500 Block Hans Ave., 8/11
600 Block Franklin St., 8/13

BURGLARY/AUTO
200 Block Montecito Ave., 8/8
200 Block California St., 8/8
2100 Block California St., 8/9
100 Block Del Medio Ave., 8/10
100 Block Del Medio Ave., 8/11

BURGLARY/COMMERCIAL
Wal-Mart, 8/9

BURGLARY/RESIDENTIAL
100 Block N. Whisman Rd., 8/9

CORPORAL INJURY TO SPOUSE
1900 Block Montecito Ave., 8/12
1900 Block Rock St., 8/12

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
100 Block Grant Rd., 8/10
700 Block E. El Camino Real, 8/10
Rengstorff Park, 8/11
200 Block Palo Alto Ave., 8/12
800 Block Leong Dr., 8/12

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE
1800 Block Latham St., 8/11
1900 Block W. El Camino Real, 8/12

GRAND THEFT
1300 Block Belshaw Dr., 8/10
100 Block Grant Rd., 8/11
1900 Block Fordham Way, 8/12

INDECENT EXPOSURE
2200 Block Rock St., 8/12

MISSING PERSON - ADULT
100 Block W. Dana St., 8/12

MISSING PERSON - JUVENILE
2500 Block Grant Rd., 8/12

PETTY THEFT
1900 Block Rock St., 8/9
600 Block Evelyn St., 8/9
700 Block E. El Camino Real, 8/12
Target, 8/12
600 Block Castro St., 8/12
800 Block Bush St., 8/13
1500 Block Salado Dr., 8/13
700 Block Middlefield Rd., 8/13
800 Block N. Rengstorff Ave., 8/13

POSSESSION OF CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE
200 Block San Ramon Ave., 8/13

POSSESSION OF DRUG 
PARAPHENALIA
Pear Ave./N. Shoreline Blvd., 8/10
600 Block Leong Dr., 8/10

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA
400 Block Clyde Ave., 8/11

POSSESSION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY
100 Block Space Park, 8/11

PROBATION VIOLATION
2200 Block California St., 8/12

SALE OF MARIJUANA
1900 Block W. El Camino Real, 8/11

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
500 Block View St., 8/10
2700 Block Katrina Way, 8/11

VANDALISM
3100 Block Escuela Ave., 8/9
200 Block Landings Dr., 8/10
100 Block Bryant St., 8/11

ASSAULT, 400 BLOCK N. 
SHORELINE BLVD., 8/10
 An argument between a mother and her 
35-year-old daughter turned violent when 
the daughter began to stab her mother in 
the face and head with a metal rod used to 
sharpen knives. The mother, who sustained 
minor injuries, was treated at the scene by 
paramedics. Her daughter was arrested on 
assault charges.

ASSAULT, 1300 BLOCK W. DANA 
ST., 8/9
 When a man served his 40-year-old brother 

with an eviction notice, his brother became 
enraged and tried to hit him over the head 
with a glass bottle. The brother was arrested 
on assault charges.

CHILD HARASSMENT, LATHAM 
ST./RENGSTORFF AVE., 8/11
 A man verbally harassed an adolescent girl 
as they rode a bus from the Stanford area into 
Mountain View. He spoke to her in a sexual 
manner despite her entreaties for him to stop. 
When the man exited the bus with her, she 
called police. He was described as a black 
male in his late 20s with short hair. He was 
last seen wearing a dark shirt and dark jeans.

LocalNewsLow Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $449
• Living Trusts $399/$499
• Incorporations/LLC $399
• Non-Profit $399
•          Probate (Free Quote) 
• And much more!

Kyle & Koko

We’ve just added another

VOICE...Yours

W ith Town Square, readers can pose questions, 

answer inquiries, and leave comments on 

whatever topics they like – from serious to fun. 

Just click on “POST YOUR OWN NEWS 

OR OPINION” and, as Hillary Clinton says, 

let the conversation begin!

www.mv-voice.com

Welcome to TownSquare!

Online

 Last week’s story on the departure 
of Alza Corp., “After 17 years, Alza 
Corp. is pulling up stakes,” gave an 
incorrect amount for the company’s 
purchase by Johnson and Johnson 
in 2001. The figure, according to the 
Wall Street Journal, is $12 billion.
 Due to an editing error, last week’s 

story on union talks, “Retiree health 
care on table,” incorrectly stated that 
Mountain View’s union members 
receive health care benefits for them-
selves and their families for life after 
retirement. In fact, retiree health 
benefits are for the union members 
only, not their families.

■  C O R R E C T I O N S

PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM

This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes 
healthy eating and exercise habits for overweight children and their families. More 
than 80 percent of  children achieve long-term weight loss through this program 
– and parents lose weight too! The new session starts soon, so call (650) 725-4424 to 
preregister. Spaces are limited.

INFANT MASSAGE

Learn the techniques of  infant massage to relax and soothe a baby, to relieve the 
temporary discomforts of  gas and soreness of  vaccination sites, and to stimulate a baby 
as he or she grows into an active child. 

- Thursdays, September 6-27

REFRESHER CHILDBIRTH CLASS

This is an excellent refresher course on labor and delivery techniques, including how 
subsequent labors differ from the first, as well as sibling and family adjustments.

- Saturday, September 8

IS MEDIA THE OTHER PARENT?

Tom Robinson, MD, from the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Center for Healthy 
Weight and Rebecca Randall from Common Sense Media discuss the effects of  media 
on the health of  our children and practical ways parents can guide their children 
towards a better understanding of  media messages and productive lifestyle. Please call 
(650) 724-3783 to register for this free event.

- Tuesday, October 2

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more 
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources 

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children. 

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I T A
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JOHN INKS

 Al Jehning (foreground) gets help grilling hamburgers from Mountain View City Council members 
Jac Siegel, Matt Pear, Tom Means and Nick Galiotto at the Mountain View Historical Association’s 50th 
birthday celebration last week.

■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

■ COMMUNITY

■ FEATURESLocalNews
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

Good works 
bulletin

By Don Frances

‘HERE’S SOMETHING
you don’t see every 
day,” wrote Rosemary 

Byrne of the Red Cross’ Palo 
Alto Area Chapter. “Residents 
affected by the June 11 fire in 
Mountain View are throwing a 
thank-you barbecue on Aug. 26 
for everyone who helped them 
at that time, including the Red 
Cross and the Mountain View 
Fire Department.”
 The fire she refers to was on the 
100 block of Church Street, where a 
two-alarm blaze put a dozen people 
out of their homes. As usual, Red 
Cross volunteers were on hand to 
help the displaced residents find a 
place to stay, a bite to eat and what-
ever else they needed.
 “We often hear ‘thank you’ from 
people we help, but I don’t think we 
(and I doubt the firefighters) ever 
had a party thrown in our honor as 
thanks,” Byrne wrote. 
 For more on our local chapter 
of the American Red Cross, visit 
www.paarc.org. 

AS NOTED IN this week’s Home 
& Garden section, “Literacy in the 
Garden” is seeking volunteers (see 
page 23).
 But there’s also a corollary pro-
gram, “Literacy in the Classroom,” 
which is seeking volunteers to 
“share simple stories about their 
childhood favorites with Castro 
third-graders,” wrote organizer 
Linda McCrary. 
 The seven-week program, which 
meets Tuesday mornings, “kicks off 
Oct. 2 with a two-hour training ses-
sion. Volunteers will receive detailed 
week-to-week instructions, and no 
writing or teaching experience is 
required,” McCrary wrote.
 For more information, e-mail 
lmccrary@mvlaae.net or call 
(650) 940-6024.

Don Frances can be reached at 
dfrances@mv-voice.com.

Firefighters, 
cops seek 
SEIU-style 
benefits

By Daniel DeBolt

The issue that kept nego-
tiations with police and 
fire unions from com-

ing to a close last week wasn’t 
whether retiree health benefits 
should be cut, union leaders 
say, but whether they should 
increase as part of an unusual 
request for a two-tier con-
tract.
 In 2003 and 2004, firefight-
ers and police took a cut in 
their retiree health benefits 
thinking the city’s other unions 
would follow suit. Instead, the 
city cut a sweeter deal with the 
Service Employees Interna-
tional Union last year. Now 
the public safety unions want 
the city to give those benefits 
back, but for existing union 
members only.
 The public safety unions 
are looking for something 
similar to the SEIU. Under its 
new two-tier contract, SEIU 
employees hired after June 
2006 must pay 15 percent of 
their retiree health care, while 
SEIU employees hired before 
then retain the benefits for 
free. Firefighters and police, 
under their current contract, 
must pay 15 percent of their 
retiree health care regardless 
of seniority.
 “I’ve got a rope in my left 
Achilles tendon,” said Sgt. 
Ken Leal, president of the 
Police Officers Association, 
explaining why retirees health 
care is important. “I was on 
the SWAT team for 12 years. 
Cancer rates on firemen and 
policemen are sky high.”
 While having a two-tier con-
tract is something no union 
usually asks for, in this case it 
will restore some equity among 
the city’s unions, according to 
union leaders.
 City manager Kevin Duggan 
said coming up with a package 
that has “parity” with the SEIU 
is complicated, partly because 
there are some sections where 
the unions want parity and 
others where they don’t. 

Mountain View Historical 
Association celebrates 50 years

By Don Frances

The Mountain View Histori-
cal Association celebrated 
its 50th birthday last week 

with burgers, good times and 
more than half the City Council 
in attendance.
 As reported to the Voice by 
Robert Weaver, the group held its 
celebratory barbecue on Aug. 5 
at the Adobe Building with more 

than 100 people in attendance. 
The council members took turns 
flipping burgers, Weaver said.
 The Historical Association was 
founded in 1957 as a nonprofit 
dedicated to gathering and pre-
serving the city’s history. The 
renovation and preservation of 
the Adobe Building itself, located 
at Moffett Boulevard and Central 
Expressway, is one of the associ-
ation’s achievements. The group 

has also published “Milestones: 
a History of Mountain View” 
and it established and staffed the 
Mountain View History Center at 
the downtown library. 
 Plans for a city heritage museum 
at Cuesta Annex are now in the 
early stages.
 For more information about the 
Mountain View Historical Asso-
ciation, contact Wally Erichsen at 
(650) 948-2644. V

From the
Editor’s

Desk

Manslaughter charge sought 
in death of Mountain View woman
Bay City News

The California Highway Patrol 
has asked for misdemean-
or vehicular manslaughter 

charges to be filed against the 
driver of a big-rig truck involved 
in a fiery crash on U.S. Highway 
101 in Redwood City in May that 
caused the death of a Mountain 
View woman.
 Indira Gagloeva, 37, was struck 
and killed by a piece of concrete that 
flew through her windshield as she 
was driving in the northbound fast 
lane of the highway near Woodside 

Road at about 1 p.m. on May 22.
 According to CHP Officer Grace 
Castillo, a big-rig traveling at about 
55 mph in the southbound slow 
lane at the time drifted onto the 
right-hand shoulder for unknown 
reasons.
 The driver of the truck, Car-
los Velasquez, 49, of Gilroy, then 
unsafely overcorrected, Castillo 
said, and swerved across all the 
southbound lanes and overturned, 
striking the center divide and 
bursting into flames.
 Concrete chunks from the center 
divide flew into the northbound 

lane and struck Gagloeva’s Lexus 
sport utility vehicle.
 Gagloeva was airlifted to Stanford 
Medical Center but later died of her 
injuries. Her 12-year-old daughter 
was also in the SUV but escaped 
serious injury.
 Velasquez and a passenger in the 
truck were uninjured and escaped 
before the truck caught fire.
 Alcohol or drugs did not play a 
factor in the crash, according to 
Castillo.
 The case has been forwarded to 
the San Mateo County District 
Attorney’s Office for review.   V

 See BENEFITS, page 6
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LocalNews

Tall sunflowers 
■  S E E N A R O U N D  T O W N

Joan Kline grows these tall sunflowers against the back fence of her Walnut Drive home. 

“The red Moulin Rouge is seven feet tall,” she wrote, “the yellow Razzmatazz Mix is six feet tall.” 
But that’s not all: “I also have a Russian Mammoth Sunflower, not pictured, that is 14 feet tall!”

If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it 
(as a jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS-

The 9 FRUITS LEARNING CENTER admits students of any race, color, national 
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its 
educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs.

1255 Pedro Street, San Jose, CA 95126 • 650-962-1900

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.
ATTENTION!

GENERAL PUBLIC BEWARE
THE LAW REQUIRES BANKS & OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
TO NOTIFY THE STATE OF ANY ASSETS THAT APPEAR TO HAVE 
NO ACTIVITY OR HAVE BEEN FORGOTTEN BY THE OWNER.

THIS INCLUDES THE CONTENT IN SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES
THE PROPERTY IS THEN SEIZED BY THE STATE, SHOULD YOU MAINTAIN A 
SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN A BANK OR ANY OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.

CLOSE YOUR BOX AND COME TO US, AND WHAT YOU
HAVE READ ABOVE WILL NEVER HAPPEN TO YOU. 

    INFORMATION REGARDING THIS MATTER WILL 
             BE MAILED TO YOU UPON REQUEST.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891   www.losaltosvault.com

GOOD PRICES, 
GOOD FOR YOU.
Look for our new Wise Buy
signs featuring prices you can 
feel really good about on the 
products you use everyday.

Elephant Pharm—The Drug Store That Prescribes Yoga
4470 El Camino Real near San Antonio Road in Los Altos  |  650.472.6800

2 FOR $5 
GT’S KOMBUCHA
Immediately restores balance and 
vitality. An Elephant staff staple.

$4.99
AIRBORNE
The famous original formula.
Stock up to keep the sniffles 
away this cold & flu season.

wise
buy

wise
buy

wise
buy

 “We are hopeful that with 
more dialogue we’ll get the issues 
resolved,” Duggan said. “Every 
union negotiation is different.”
 Ruth Corona-Garcia of employee 
services said the city’s goal is “to try 
to respond to retirees’ health costs,” 
which have been increasing every 
year, and have become an issue 

across the country. At one point, the 
city was facing a projected shortfall 
of over $40 million. 
 Leal said the city’s unions helped 
the city get through tough budget 
times, and it is time for those mem-
bers to be rewarded.
 “We’re talking about one of the 
richest cities in the area right now,” 
Leal said. “Mountain View can 
actually pay all of its bills for a year 
without [going into debt].”

 John Miguel, president of the 
Firefighters Association, said the 
solution to skyrocketing retiree 
health care costs may be a change in 
state law that would allow the 
money to be put into a trust fund 
generating 18 percent in interest 
every year. The money currently 
generates only 4 percent.  V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

BENEFITS
 Continued from page 5

Verisign’s own data breached 
in laptop theft

By Daniel DeBolt

Mountain View’s 
Verisign Inc. has 
terminated one of 

its human resources work-
ers after a laptop computer 
was stolen from her car with 
personal information on an 
unknown number of employ-
ees, including Social Security 
numbers and salaries.
 The incident, which hap-
pened in mid-July, was poten-

tially embarrassing for a com-
pany which specializes in 
digital security — specifically, 
in encryption that allows 
secure transactions over the 
Internet. 
 According to numerous 
reports, the employee had not 
followed the company’s policy 
requiring that such data be 
encrypted. 
 Verisign has told its employ-
ees that Social Security num-

bers, dates of birth, phone 
numbers and addresses 
were stolen and has offered 
employees one year of free 
credit check reports. The 
company said bank account 
numbers and passwords were 
not stored on the laptop.
 The company reported-
ly had 5,331 workers in its 
employ last year.
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KMVT wins video honors
DOCUMENTARY SHINES LIGHT ON LOCAL VOLUNTEERISM

By Susan Hong

Avideo produced by KMVT, 
Mountain View’s commu-
nity television station, has 

won the 2007 Best Professional 
Documentary for Public Aware-
ness award from the Alliance of 
Community Media.
 The 30-minute video, “If We 
Don’t Care Now,” addresses the 
need for volunteerism on social 
issues like the environment, 
homelessness and education. 
It profiles a local nonprofit 
organization, Hands On Bay 
Area, which helps individuals 
volunteer to make positive social 
changes. 
 In 2005, Hands On Bay Area 
approached KMVT producers 
Naomi Ture and Brian Szabo 
with the idea of making a video 
about volunteers. The producers 
jumped at the chance. 
 “I’ve been involved in a lot of 
volunteer work personally in the 
past, and being able to really see 
in depth what different nonprof-
its are doing in the Bay Area to 
help effect change is very inspir-
ing and very exciting to see,” 
Ture said.
 The team found volunteers 
who planted seedlings to revital-
ize the Bay, painted murals in 
schools and taught English to 
immigrants. Other volunteers 
talked with elderly residents in 
assisted living centers or served 
food to the poor. The video 
provides snapshots of these indi-
viduals.
 The filmmakers delved 
beneath the surface and asked 
the local volunteers how they 
felt about the work they were 
doing. All said they personally 
benefited from volunteer work.
 “Our goal is to capture an 
organization’s heart and soul on 
video, and in a style and manner 

that you typically see only from 
high-end production houses,” 
said Szabo, who is executive 
director of KMVT.
 According to Hands On Bay 
Area, in 2005 the group arranged 
for 10,000 volunteers to help 
with 120 projects giving 48,000 
service hours.
 “I’ve seen the power of volun-
teerism where the people who 
begin to get engaged start to 
feel a little more powerful and a 
little less powerless. They start to 
recognize that they can change 
and they can play a role in that 
change,” said Jim Pitofsky, the 
group’s executive director.
 “They get a better appreciation 
of the challenges and are less 
judgmental about those who are 
going through hard times,” he 
added.
 In the video, Patrice Tardif, 
the group’s community program 
director, attests to the positive 
feedback of volunteering. “You 
should walk away feeling great, 
like you’ve just been zapped 
with a surge of energy,” she said. 
“That’s the great thing about 
Hands On, because we are able 
to do that for both our volun-
teers and our clients.”
 For more information on “If 
We Don’t Care Now,” or on 
KMVT, visit the station’s Web 
site at www.kmvt15.org.
 Those interested in volunteer-
ing can visit Hands On Bay 
Area’s Web site, www.handson-
bayarea.org, choose from nearly 
100 different ongoing projects, 
and sign up to volunteer. The 
group can also be reached at 
(408) 956-1448. V

E-mail Susan Hong at 
shong@mv-voice.com

COURTESY PHOTO 

KMVT’s Ben Koning aims the camera on Matt Chwierut, volunteer 
for Hands On Bay Area, while Miguel Manalac handles the mic during 
shooting at San Jose State in October 2005. 

S I N C E  1 9 6 3

DEAN’S AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
2037 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94043
www.deansautomotive.com

Open Monday - Friday 8 am - 5:30 pm

SERVICE EXCELLENCE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Call us at 650-961-0302 for an appointment.
We invite you to get to know us; we believe you’ll be glad you did.

Our Expertise: Ford, Subaru, Toyota, Honda, Volvo, Jeep, 
Volkswagen, Nissan, Infiniti, Chevrolet, Mercedes, BMW and all Hybrids.

How we care for you:
• Unparalleled customer service
•  Detailed invoices presented with 

thorough explanations
• Free shuttle service
•  Night and early drop-off 

and pick-up
•  Discounted car rentals

• Best warranty in industry: 
24 month/24,000 mile on 
parts and labor

• Comfortable customer waiting room
• 90 day interest free payment plan 

available
• Service reminder program
• Referral reward program

For Your Health is a free community lecture series brought to you by 
Camino Medical Group. Call 408-523-3295 or visit caminomedical.org
for the schedule of topics, reservations and additional information.

Advance Health Care Directives
Wednesday, August 22, 7-8 p.m.
Betsy Carpenter, CMG Volunteer Counselor
Understanding what happens when a loved one can no longer 
make health care decisions.

Mountain View Series
CMG Mountain View Center - 701 E. El Camino Real 
3rd Floor Conference Rooms C&D
Focus on Eye Health
Wednesday, September 12, 7-8 p.m.
Tanya Ghosh, M.D., Opthamology
Learn about symptoms and treatment options for eye disorders 
including cataracts, glaucoma and macular degeneration.

Sunnyvale Series
Sunnyvale City Council Chambers - 456 W. Olive Ave
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(650) 858-7700
3001 El Camino Real in Palo Alto
www.MikesBikes.com

Call for 
SPECIAL rate on 
gutter cleaning!

FREE
Roof Inspection

Take advantage of 
our special pre-Fall rates!

• Repairs            • Re-Roofs 
• Inspections     • Certifi cations

650-270-1192
Insured & Lic. 733482

■  O B I T U A R I E S

FRANCES L. HEALTH
 Frances L. Health, a medical 
technologist and family woman, 
died July 18. She was 90.
 Health was born in Dover, N.H., 
and graduated from the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire. In 1955 
she moved to California to follow 
her husband George’s career as 
an aerospace engineer, settling in 
Mountain View. 
 Health worked at Good Samari-
tan and El Camino hospitals as a 
medical technologist, and taught 
medical assistants at the Lawton 
School of Medicine in Palo Alto. 
She was also a member of St. Wil-
liams Church, Aglow International, 
and Camp Farthest Out.
 She is survived by her sisters 
Madeline and Alice, her sons Rich-
ard and Matthew, her daughter 
Briana, two granddaughters and 
one great-granddaughter.
 A Memorial service was held on 

July 26. Donations in her memory 
may be made to Loaves and Fishes 
Family Kitchen, (408) 293-4504, or 
Sacred Heart Community Services, 
(408) 278-2160.

CELIA RAMIREZ GARZA

 Celia Ramirez Garza, a longtime 
Mountain View resident and matri-
arch of a family of eight children, 
died of cancer on July 21 at Solara 
Hospital in McAllen, Texas. She 
was 68.
 Garza was born in Pharr, Texas 
in 1938, one of twelve children. 
Though she resided in California 
for much her life, her heart was 
always in the “Valley,” family mem-
bers said. 
 Garza is survived by her four sons 
and four daughters, Albert, Melba, 
Herman, Daniel, David, Estella, 
Virginia and Elisa; 14 grandchil-
dren; and five great-grandchil-
dren.
 Her family wishes to extend a 
special thanks to Dr. Ellie Guardino 
and nurse practitioner Jan Petrie, 
who cared for Garza over the last 
four years. A Memorial Service 
will be held at 3 p.m., Saturday, 
Aug. 18, at Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, 120 Pioneer 
Way in Mountain View.

Your idea of Keeping Up

With The Morning News.

You have your own ideas for enjoying your life. Now explore our 
idea of retirement living. 

At 899 Charleston, you’ll find a progressive environment that 
goes beyond anything you’ve imagined. An intergenerational 
setting just outside your doorstep. An emphasis on staying active 
in mind, body and spirit. An unlimited opportunity to stay 
connected with the world around you. And an atmosphere that 
encourages you to be as involved as you choose to be. Our idea 
of retirement living. 899 Charleston.

899 Charleston has filed an application for a Certificate of Authority and has been issued 
a permit from the California Department of Social Services to accept deposits.

899 Charleston welcomes and admission is open to older adults of all faiths, ethnicities and racial backgrounds.
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 Day workers were facing the 
possibility of moving into a com-
mercial space smaller than they 
would have liked — or soliciting 
work on the streets. But the new 
space in the church’s fellowship 
hall is twice as large as the old 
location at Calvary, and could 
go a long way towards attracting 
the region’s day workers to its 
offices.
 “It’s like a miracle,” said Maria 
Marroquin, the center’s director, 
on Monday. “From one church to 
another church — God is in charge, 
believe me.”
 At the press conference, Mar-
roquin highlighted the fact that 
female workers would especially 
benefit from having a safe place 
to seek work and attend English 
classes.
 “Now we feel protected,” said 
a day worker named Maria, who 
spoke through an interpreter. 
“Now we have a place of refuge.”
 Another worker, Abel Agui-
lar, said he knew workers who 
“prayed this would happen,” after 
hearing about the possibility.
 During a tour of the site, day 
workers and community leaders 
oohed and aahed over the large 
space at the back of the church, 
which includes a kitchen area and 
an attached room with stained 
glass windows — the place where 
English classes will likely be 
taught. Marroquin’s new office is 
near the pastor’s office, closer to 
Mercy Street.
 Pastor Saavedra said that over 
the next year the church will 
decide if the operation is a good 
fit. The center’s board has also 
told the city that it may need 
some monetary help as funding 
sources are expected to dry up 
over the next few years. City lead-
ers said they would like to see Los 
Altos and Palo Alto get involved, 
because it could be argued the 
center serves those cities as well.
 Worker Center board member 

John Rinaldi joked that now that 
they’re close by, day workers 
wouldn’t have to march as far to 
rallies in Civic Center Plaza.
 Besides connecting employers 
with employees, the Day Worker 
Center has built a community of 
organizers and day workers who 
take English classes, eat lunch 
together and volunteer at local 
events. Several have participated 
in the city’s CERT training 
classes. 
 County Supervisor Liz Kniss, 
who attended Tuesday’s press con-
ference, said it was very important 

for the center to “have the 
support of the commu-
nity — which I think you 
have.” 
 Kniss said the event felt 
“spiritual,” before looking 
to church members for a 
reaction.
 “You can say that,” 
church members said in 
response.  V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

MV: Waiting List Open

1BR Senior 
Apartments

SR Fountains Apts
2005 San Ramon Ave., Mtn. View

(650) 966-1060

Every Tues. 9am-12pm Only
Every Thurs. 1-4pm Only

To Open Permanently

 * Income limits and monthly 
rents subject to change with 
median income of 
Santa Clara Co. Section 8
Certifi cates and Vouchers 
Accepted.

Community Wellness Lecture Series
Presented by the Health Library & Resource Center — A PlaneTree Affiliate

Wednesday, September 5      7–8 pm
Incontinence: A Common But

 Treatable Problem Among Women
Sari R. Levine, MD, El Camino Hospital Urologist
City of Sunnyvale Council Chambers
456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale

To register and for more information call 800-216-5556

the right care. right here.

2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

DAY WORKER
 Continued from page 1

Nerve Pain  •  Per iphera l  Neuropathy
FREE SEMINAR

404 East  Eve lyn Ave. ,  Sunnyvale ,  Kapowich Real  Estate  B ldg.
(between Murphy Avenue & Fair Oaks Avenue)

Saturday, August 18th, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
with Michael C. Edwards M.D., Ph.D.

Please call to Reserve Your Seat!
209.532.3400

www.NervePainFoundation.com

Pat Kapowich
Host & Sponsor
408-247-7700

SiliconValleyBroker.com

Michael C. Edwards,
MD., Ph.D.

Founder & CEO of the
Nerve Pain Foundationn

Supervisor Liz 
Kniss (second 
from right) 
tours the new 
Day Worker 
Center on 
Tuesday.

DANIEL DEBOLT



geese looked graceful in the movie 
“Wings,” but “you don’t see them 
[dropping feces] in that movie.” 
 Once in a while, a goose gets 
accidentally hit by a flying golf ball, 
Andersen said, but no one seems to 
complain.
 “Biologically we’re not really 
concerned about geese in this 
situation,” Yparraguirre said. That’s 
because there are no records of 
Canada geese living permanently in 
the area before places like Shoreline 
Park existed.
 Much of the course is laden 
with the cigar-shaped droppings, 
especially wherever the geese spend 
the night. In those places, the drop-
pings pile into mounds — a virtual 
“goose lavatory,” Anderson said. 
 The feces certainly aren’t found 
everywhere on the course, and 
it doesn’t seem to keep longtime 
golfers like Anderson from coming 
back. The park’s paths and other 
areas are blown or swept clean on a 
regular basis.
 Paula Bettencourt, assistant parks 
and recreation director, said Shore-
line’s population of Canada geese 
can vary from only a handful to 
as many as 800, depending on the 
time of year and the time of day. 
The geese also live in the Baylands 

nature preserve in Palo Alto, or 
anywhere there is grass and water, 
Yparraguirre said — and they’re 
an even bigger problem on the East 
Coast, he added.
 Council member Ronit Bryant 
said the goose population needed to 
be addressed as a regional problem, 
because the birds can so easily move 
from city to city. On that score, 
Anderson said the geese may always 
have a place nearby to nest, because 
Palo Alto hasn’t been as aggressive 
with the problem and has resisted 
calls to addle the goose eggs.
 Anderson said geese aren’t the

 only problem at Shoreline Park. 
During the winter there are as 
many as 4,500 coots, a dark-colored 
rail that he claims are worse than 
the geese. Geese tend to only eat the 
tips of grass blades, but the coots 
will eat a whole patch of grass down 
to the roots. Last winter Anderson 
counted 1,800 coots on the course’s 
10th fairway alone. 
 “It’s a rare problem,” Yparragu-
irre said about the coot. “It’s not as 
common as the goose situation.” V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

GEESE
 Continued from page 1
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Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189

Family, Friends, Faith
It’s what’s important. 
It’s who we are.

First Presbysterian
1667 Miramonte Ave.

(650) 968-4473 
www.fpcmv.org

SUNDAY: 
Sunday School 9am
Worship 10:30 am

“Come and have your Faith lifted!

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church

 in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc 

at 650-326-8210 ext. 221
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

DANIEL DEBOLT

Geese graze on Shoreline Golf Course with the Amphitheatre in the 
background.
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the idea spread quickly throughout 
the entire K-8 district. 
 All five members of the school 
board endorsed CI this year. Teach-
ers are now on a waiting list to 
receive training, according to dis-
trict officials.
 Under CI, students take respon-
sibility for their education by creat-
ing classroom mission statements, 
setting personal goals, charting 
their own academic progress and 
leading parent-teacher conferences 
twice a year. They also create a 
personal binder 
to track their 
academic prog-
ress throughout 
the year, and 
work with their 
teachers at the 
beginning of the 
year to set the 
ground rules on 
what they believe 
makes a good 
teacher.
 If a teacher is 
going too fast 
on a particular 
subject, students 
have a process to say so. In this way, 
students can determine how much 
time a teacher spends on a lesson 
plan.
 Students also set goals for them-
selves. For example, if a student 
wants to achieve 80 percent on a 
math test but only reaches 70 per-
cent, he or she can set a personal 
goal in the binder to improve by 
10 percent. The teacher then shows 
the student what must be done to 
improve by that amount. 
 The teacher 
prominently dis-
plays a class per-
formance metric 
in the classroom. 
When one stu-
dent reaches a 
goal, the entire 
class perfor-
mance goes up. 
If one student 
falls behind, the entire class per-
formance goes down. Educators 
hope this will create social pressure 
among the students, and lead to 
continuous improvement for both 
students and class.
 At the end of the semester and 
school year, instead of parent-teach-
er conferences without the student, 
under CI the student will now lead 
the conferences. The student pres-
ents an academic progress binder to 
a parent, including work examples. 
Then the student discusses areas 
in which to improve and areas in 
which there has been acceptable 
performance. Educators say having 
students lead the conferences has 
doubled parent participation.

Testimonials
 Kim Thompson, fifth grade 
teacher at Bubb Elementary School, 
began using CI last October with 
her math class. She saw a 5 percent 
improvement over last year on the 
California Standards Test in math.
 “They went up more than a grade 
level,” she said. In her 12-year teach-
ing career, she had seen such an 
increase before, but not recently, she 
said.
 Teachers say the same has 
occurred with English language 
learners. Ranen Bhattacharya, a 
seventh grade teacher at Crittenden 
Middle School, began using CI last 
year with his ESL class. 
 “We structured a lot of goals 

around literacy, sometimes around 
homework, and goals about ask-
ing for help,” he said. For ESL kids 
who often feel neglected in a school 
system, when they see themselves 
setting goals and achieving them, it 
shows personal interest, Bhattacha-
rya added.
 Admittedly, Thompson said, in 
some ways CI takes more work. 
She has to grade papers and provide 
feedback to students on a timely 
basis, but that has made her more 

on top of things, she said.
 “It made the kids more focused 
and made me more focused. In the 
long run, everybody improved,” 
she said. Because CI gives them a 
voice, “Students are engaged in the 
process, they’re excited.”  
 Superintendent Ghysels is quick 
to say that CI is not a panacea, and 
braces himself for challenges to 
come. But he expects to see positive 
results district-wide several years 
down the line thanks to CI.
 “I just think it’s really neat that we 
are in uncharted territory, and with 
your help we’ll get to the other side,” 
he told a group of 105 teachers in a 
training session Monday morning.
 School administrators expect 
to have the entire district, kinder-

garten through eighth grade, up 
and running with Continuous 
Improvement by 2009. The district 
will spend a few hundred dollars 
— $271 plus a $100 daily stipend 
— to train each teacher. Mountain 
View Whisman is using staff devel-
opment funds and a one-time state 
grant to cover training expenses, 
Ghysels said. 
 The district has trained 44 percent 
of its teachers so far. Teachers train 
at the Mountain View campuses of 
Microsoft and Synopsis, which are 
donating catering, consultation and 
use of their facilities. 

‘The right mindset’
 Continuous Improvement’s busi-

ness terminolo-
gy helps teachers 
to keep in mind 
who they serve, 
teachers said.
 “People are very 
concerned about 
what their cus-
tomers think,” 
Bhattachar ya 
said. “I think we 
should have that 
same kind of 
concern for our 
kids, and this 
terminology just 
helps us to have 

the right mindset.”
 Although students will set the 
ground rules in the classroom 
under this new paradigm, they 
still have to meet English and 
math proficiency standards man-
dated by California and the fed-
eral No Child Left Behind Act. 
CI gives teachers a better tool to 
meet those standards, teachers say, 
and gives kids a “buy-in” to their 
education.
 “I’m thrilled with this,” said 

Karen Robin-
son, principal 
of Crittenden 
Middle School. 
“This is exactly 
what we’ve been 
gathering pieces 
of.”
 While some 
i n d i v i d u a l 
schools in Cali-

fornia have adopted CI, Mountain 
View Whisman will become the 
only district in California to use 
Continuous Improvement, and 
only one of a handful of districts 
nationwide. 
 A Web search found that Cedar 
Rapids Community School Dis-
trict in Iowa, Clark County 
School District in Nevada, the 
Racine School District in Wis-
consin, and the Rock Island 
School District in Illinois were 
using Continuous Improvement. 
There are also school districts in 
Texas and Pennsylvania that have 
adopted CI. V

E-mail Susan Hong at 
shong@mv-voice.com

Contact Mary at our 
Professional Studies Program 

for more information 
at 650.543.3945 

or mbakh@menlo.edu

www.menlo.edu/psp

❏ Accelerated evening 
courses

❏ Finish in as few as 
20 months

❏ Three start dates 
a year

✓

✓

✓

Degree Completion
for  

Working
Adults

Management Education
That Makes 

a Difference

Y
O
U
R

T
IC

K
E
T

T
O

P
A
R
A
D
IS
E

650 ARTISTS • LIVE MUSIC • WORLD CUISINE • KIDS' FUN
REFRESHING WINES • MICROBREWS • MARGARITAS

THE COOL JERKS • TAKE 2 PARTY BAND • THE GARAGE BAND • DADDY-O
BLACK PEARL • BELL BROTHERS • EMERSON & THE GROWISER BAND

DREAMROAD • ARYEH FRANKFURTER • ANCIENT WINDS
BOB CULBERTSON • HEARTSTRINGS MUSIC

Mountain View Whisman will become 
the only district in California to use 

Continuous Improvement, and only one of 
a handful of districts nationwide. 

MV WHISMAN
 Continued from page 1

 “It made the kids more focused and 
made me more focused. In the long run, 
everybody improved.” Because CI gives 

them a voice, “Students are engaged 
in the process, they’re excited.”  

KIM THOMPSON, FIFTH GRADE TEACHER
AT BUBB ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



El Camino enjoys 
record profits

By Susan Hong

El Camino Hospital saw its 
best fiscal performance in 
decades this year, chalking 

up a profit, or what it calls “net 
operating revenue,” of $74 mil-
lion — a 47 percent increase over 
last year.
 But administrators say not to 
expect those numbers again.
 “A hospital like this might expect 
a performance like this once in a 
generation. This was an unusual 
year,” CEO Ken Graham said.
 Better results were based on a 
number of one-time factors. The 
nonprofit hospital received about 
$10 million from arbitration 
and settlements with insurance 
companies, which had withheld 
payments from previous years. 
Investments in securities also 
performed well, contributing 
about $17 million. Patient care 
generated about $47.5 million in 
net revenue. 
 Administrators had planned to 
have 300 days’ worth of cash on 
hand, so the hospital could oper-
ate without any incoming revenue, 
and beat that goal by 20 percent. 
The hospital now has 360 days’ 
worth of cash on hand.
 Graham said the money will go 
into investments, new medical 
equipment and facilities as the 
hospital prepares to pay back its 
$148 million bond for building a 
new earthquake-safe structure. 
Starting in 2010, the hospital will 
have to begin paying back $25 
million a year on the bond debt.

 “We are planning on very hard 
years in 2010 and 2011 as we take 
on a new building, a new mort-
gage and moving expenses,” Gra-
ham said. The hospital may apply 
some of the increased funds to 
what he expects “will be a real 
tough two years ahead of us.”
 Construction of the new hos-
pital is one-third complete and 
going smoothly, according to 
hospital officials, who say the 
project is on time and on bud-
get. The project is slated to be 
finished by June 2009.
 “We have the benefit of hav-
ing a really experienced contract 
team,” said project manager Ken 
King.
 The steel infrastructure to the 
main building is complete, and 
contractors will begin working 
with doctors to choose which 
medical equipment to install.
 So long as no unforeseen acci-
dents or expenditures occur, 
the hospital may have money 
left in its contingency fund for 
an artwork centerpiece to grace 
the entrance, King said. But the 
board will not make a decision 
on the artwork expenditure until 
members are certain the budget 
allows for it.
 The hospital board plans to 
hire one of four audit firms, 
including Jefferson Wells, Faith-
ful & Gould, and Pricewater-
house Coopers, to check con-
struction costs.  V

E-mail Susan Hong at 
shong@mv-voice.com

Join with us for the Jewish High Holy Days. . .
Stay with us all year.

Congregation Beth Am, a Reform Community

� Warm, inclusive, and welcoming
� Uplifting and meaningful worship
� Innovative and engaging lifelong learning

The High Holy Days begin with Selichot on Sat., Sept. 16
7:00 pm - Movie Viewing and Discussion; 9:30 pm -Service

Selichot is free of charge and held at Beth Am

High Holy Day tickets are $250 each, including all 
services, held at Flint Center, Cupertino

Congregation Beth Am
www.betham.org

26790 Arastradero Road, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
(650) 493-4661
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BMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com

We’ve just added another

VOICE...Yours

W ith Town Square, readers can pose questions, 

answer inquiries, and leave comments on 

whatever topics they like – from serious to fun. 

Just click on “POST YOUR OWN NEWS 

OR OPINION” and, as Hillary Clinton says, 

let the conversation begin!

www.mv-voice.com

Welcome to TownSquare!

Online
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Viewpoint

ON WALKERS, BIKERS 
AND RIGHT-OF-WAY

Editor:
 Regarding last week’s guest opin-
ion by Steve Roselle, “Walkers, not 
bikers, are the problem at Shoreline 
Park,” your headline only serves to 
polarize the situation.
 Mr. Roselle should go biking 
in Munich, Germany, where 
the lanes are clearly marked, the 
rules are very well known, and all 
bicyclists have and use a bell. The 
walkers respond appropriately.
 As an older walker, I just can-
not discriminate between wind 
noise and tire noise, bird calls 
and derailleur noises, the click-
ing of a nesting bird and the 
clicking of a brake lever.
 And I should not have to. Mari-
time law, English law, American law 
and other laws for the past several 
hundred years have always said the 
overtaking vehicle does not have the 

right of way and has the responsi-
bility to take avoiding actions. Pas-
sionate discussions and other items 
that put noise directly into the ear of 
the walker are just not the relevant 
issue. Roselle’s comparison with 
El Camino Real is also completely 
off the point, as there are separate 
sidewalks and bike lanes there.
 I go walking at Shoreline to 
get a quiet appreciation for the 
outdoors with my two or three 
friends, not to be herded single-
file so a high-speed biker on his 
way home, yelling a hearty “On 
your left!” makes me dodge so he 
doesn’t have to slow down.
 If Mr. Roselle dislikes the 
paths on Shoreline Park, then he 
should avoid Shoreline Park and 
continue his ride home in the 
automobile traffic on El Camino, 
in which he fares so well.

Mike Chambreau 
Los Altos 
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M
any Mountain View nonprofits probably saw it 
coming when Alza was purchased by the medical 
conglomerate Johnson and Johnson six years ago. 

But even so, when the news became official this month that 
Alza would lay off 600 workers and leave Mountain View 
forever, it sent a gasp through the community, especially 
among the groups that Alza has supported over the years.
 Alza, a relatively small player in the world of giant pharmaceuti-
cal companies, was sold for several billion 
dollars in 2001. Since then, its destiny has 
been in the hands of J&J, a high-profile 
company which owns the rights for many 
popular prescription drugs, some of which 
will lose their patents in a few years. Rather 
than struggle when the patents expire, the company decided to 
cut its costs, and laid off more than 4,000 employees worldwide, 
which also spelled the end of Alza in Mountain View, whose 
products can be made elsewhere.
 But although it probably won’t take long to find another com-
pany to take over Alza’s building in the Bayshore, it will be much 
more difficult to replace the commitment to public service that 
made Alza so special in Mountain View. Alza was named an 
outstanding company by the Mountain View Chamber of Com-
merce in 2005. According to Nancy Noe, a former City Council 
member who is government affairs director of Alza, community 

involvement was a key component and important goal set out by 
its founder, Dr. Alejandro Zaffaroni. 
 Beneficiaries of the company’s generosity include the 
Rotacare clinic at El Camino Hospital, the county’s 
HealthyKids medical insurance program, the annual 
Diversity Youth Forum, and many other organizations and 
projects. 
 Alza’s latest big public service project was building a sys-

tem to turn methane gas from the 
city’s landfill into electricity that 
could be used in the company 
building. Enough power is pro-
duced to eliminate a huge amount 
of greenhouse gases — reportedly 

the equivalent to taking 1,500 cars off the road.
 In today’s global marketplace, it is often difficult for com-
panies to focus on a community the size of Mountain View, 
especially when they operate in several cities around the 
world. 
 Nevertheless, we expect Microsoft, Google, Synopsis and 
Yahoo, to name just a few, will take note of the hole Alza’s 
departure leaves in Mountain View’s nonprofit community. 
Now it is time for another public-spirited company to step up 
and take over where Alza left off. Luckily, Mountain View has 
no shortage of candidates.

Alza: the last of a breed

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

Founding Editor, Kate Wakerly

■  E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

■  L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

■  S TA F F

Now it is time for another 
public-spirited company to step up.
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TIED HOUSE CAFE & BREWERY
Your Place for:

Garden Patio Dining
Eight Microbrews 

on Tap
Fresh Beer To Go
Corporate Parties

Catering

Open Daily: M-Th & Sat 11:30-10:00, 
F 11:30-11:00 & Sun 11:30-9:30

(650) 965-BREW   954 Villa St. Mountain View

Watch the games on our 4 Hi-Def TVs 
including our 120” Big Screen!

Happy Hour: 
Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm

Saturdays–
 9pm - close

Voted
“Best California Cuisine”

in Mountain View
Check out our menu online @

www.tiedhouse.com

South Bay’s
Original

Microbrewery

TIED HOUSE CAFE & BREWERY

afghan
Afghan/Persian Kabobs
604 S. Mary Avenue
(at El Camino Real)
Sunnyvale 408/733-5262
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.pakabob.com

american
Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

Marie Callendar's
4710 El Camino Real 
(just south of San Antonio) 
650/941-6989

Sports Page
1431 Plymouth Street 
(exit at Shoreline off 101)
Mtn. View. 650/961-1992

chinese
Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, Los 
Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

french
Chez TJ
938 Villa Street, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-7466
“Outrageously good” New French-
American fare “in a charming little 
Victorian house” – Zagat 2003.

Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

pizza
Kapp's Pizza Bar & Grill
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View, 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

tex-mex
El Paso Cafe
1407 El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

ice cream
Gelato Classico
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View. 650/969-2900

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Britt Callaway at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

g

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

Global warming and 
the city’s general plan

WE NEED TO START THINKING ABOUT CLIMATE 
CHANGE THE WAY WE THINK ABOUT EARTHQUAKES

By James Kempf

Acity’s general plan is sup-
posed to address devel-
opment of the urban 

infrastructure in a longer time-
frame. Over the next 50 years, 
one of the major trends that 
should be ref lected in Moun-
tain View’s general plan is 
global warming. 
 Consensus estimates are that 
the sea level 
will rise around 
two feet within 
that time. What 
would get flood-
ed when the sea 
level rises? Add-
ing another six 
feet for high 
tide and two 
feet for storm 
surge suggests 
that 10 feet is a good figure for 
estimation. 
 Between the Rengstorff Ave-
nue exit and the Sunnyvale 
border, not much is threatened. 
But heading the other direction 
from the Rengstorff exit, the 
10-foot contour crosses west of 
Highway 101 and runs between 
Leghorn Street and Charleston 
Road until the Palo Alto border. 
Most of the industrial park east 
of 101, along Bayshore Parkway 
and Garcia Avenue, and the area 
west of 101 between the highway 
and Leghorn, would be flooded, 
including the highway itself. 
 This land today is protected 
by large levees. But like those 
that failed during Hurricane 
Katrina, these levees most likely 
were not designed for sea level, 
which is where they will be in 
20 to 40 years. Clearly, the levees 
need to be strengthened to pre-
vent flooding. 
 But continuing to invest in 
reclaiming the old Cargill salt 
ponds to form the “historical” 
tidal marshes should probably 
be stopped. Those lands will be 
under more than two feet of water 
by the middle of the century. 
 So the first aspect of a general 
plan revision is modifications to 
mitigate the effects of sea level 
rise and other direct impacts of 
climate change.
 The current Mountain View 
general plan was started dur-
ing the late 1950s and finalized 
during the 1980s. During that 
period, gasoline and natural gas 
were cheap. The resulting urban 

infrastructure forces people to 
drive 10 minutes to take their kids 
to school, and features building 
codes that encourage low-rise 
buildings requiring extra heating 
and cooling. At the time these 
seemed like desirable features 
that would make Mountain View 
a pleasant place to live. 
 That was then, this is now. 
Today, even if people decide they 
want to live a low-carbon, ener-

gy-saving lifestyle, 
the physical infra-
structure of our 
city makes it almost 
impossible to do so. 
If our civilization 
doesn’t manage to 
drastically reduce 
carbon generation 
over the next 20 
years, we’re facing a 
sea level rise of 20 to 

100 feet, not two feet. 
 The impact of a sea level rise 
of that magnitude would be 
catastrophic to Mountain View’s 
urban infrastructure, to say 
nothing of the cost as carbon-
based energy becomes more 
expensive.
 So the second aspect of a 
general plan revision is modi-
fications that encourage people 
to choose a lifestyle with a low 
carbon footprint. 
 We need to stop treating global 
warming as some theoretical idea 
or a looming catastrophe. Instead, 
we need start thinking about it 
the way we think about earth-
quakes. The general plan needs 
to be modified for the changes we 
know will come, and to make it 
easy for people to choose low-car-
bon lifestyles, just like today’s city 
regulations require earthquake-
safe building technology. 
 The City Council’s recent deci-
sion to stick with “point” modi-
fications to the general plan to 
avoid cost — despite the budget 
surplus this year — seems penny 
wise and pound foolish. Given 
the magnitude of the problem 
and the assumptions embedded 
in the current general plan about 
cheap carbon-based energy, a lot 
more needs to change to guide 
Mountain View into a future of 
a drier climate, a higher sea level, 
and low-carbon lifestyles for its 
residents. 

James Kempf lives on 
Foxborough Drive.

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N

Online

We’ve just added another

VOICE...Yours

. . . let the conversation begin!

 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 
in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 

www.mv-voice.com

Clearly, the 
levees need to be 
strengthened to 

prevent flooding.
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Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

By Elaine M. Rowland

Los Charros, located next 
to the Holiday Inn on El 
Camino Real, could easily 

be mistaken for the hotel restau-
rant. In fact it’s the new sibling 
of Taqueria Los Charros on West 
Dana, a very popular, inexpensive, 
and smaller venue. 
 The new Los Charros Restau-
rant and Cantina, which opened 
this spring, is well lit, clean and 
roomy, with cheery, hand-painted 
and carved chairs and tables from 
Mexico that sport the restaurant’s 
horseshoe logo.
 While it may not offer the bar-
gain plates found at its sister taque-
ria, Los Charros offers a tasty lunch 

of such proportions it’s worth the 
price, especially when you include 
the complimentary warm chips 
and two kinds of salsa — a chunky 
fresca-style and a pureed number. 
 The variety of dishes lets you 
wander off the beaten quesadilla-
enchilada-taco path if you desire 
(cactus, anyone?). Or you can stay 
firmly on the beaten path — on 
either side of the border — with 
those aforementioned Mexican 
classics and American staples like 
BLTs for lunch or pancakes for 
breakfast.
 A popular lunch choice here is 
the camarones al ajillo ($12.75), 
the prawns in a buttery garlic 

Portions fit for a cowboy
MOUNTAIN VIEW DARLING LOS CHARROS OPENS 

A NEW RESTAURANT ON EL CAMINO REAL

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

MARJAN SADOUGHI

Restaurant manager Pedro Perez adds the house dressing made with jalapeno pepper and vinaigrette to 
the Camarones Al Ajillo plate at Los Charros in Mountain View.

E U R O P E A N  C U I S I N E

Palo Alto:
541 Bryant St.
650.327.0132
Lunch Mon-Fri
Dinner Nightly
Sun Brunch, 11:30-3

Mountain View:
186 Castro St.
650.864.9940

Lunch Mon-Fri
Dinner Nightly

Sun Brunch, 11:30-3

w w w . c h e z z u c c a . c o m  •  w w w . z u c c a r i s t o r a n t e . c o m

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 9/06/07. No Internet Coupons Mountain View.

Chile 
Verde

$5.95

reg. $9.75

Served with rice, pinto 
beans, and corn tortillas

Best 
Margarita 

Deal in Town!
House Margarita 

on the rocks

$2.00*
*Limit 3 per person, offer good for 

all adults in party. 
Offer Expires 09/15/07 MVV

Please present coupon
Please present coupon 

Offer Expires 09/15/07 MVV

650-961-8858
1407 El Camino Real, Mtn. View • Mon-Sat  11am – 9 pm

EL PASO CAFE RESTAURANT
check us out on the web for menu and directions. 

www.elpasocafe.com

FREE BURRITO!
Buy one Burrito at the 

regular price and get one Burrito 
of lesser or equal value*

from 2PM–6PM
Offer Expires 09/15/07 MVV

Chicken & Pork ONLY

MIKE’S FAVORITE
House Salad, Fountain Soda,

One Chicken Enchilada, and Refried Beans

*For $6.95 Lunch 11am-6pm

*For $8.95  Dinner 6pm-9pm
Please present coupon.

Offer Expires 09/15/07 MVV

NEW
parking lot next 

to the restaurant

NEW ITEMS
GRILLED FISH TACOS

& Ceviche!

  See LOS CHARROS, page 16
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New Zealand Rack 
 of Lamb

with an herb crust

$29.95
Free Tarte Tatin

with mention of this ad

1405 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040

Ph: 650-964-3321

Dinner 5:30-9:30pm

Los Altos
Dinner
7 Nights
@ 5pm

Lunch
Mon-Fri

@ 11am

eat small ... live large!
388 Main Street, Los Altos  (650)949-2300

“This isn’t your daddy’s spaghetti joint”

Sat

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

MARJAN SADOUGHI

Rodolfo Cisneros, left, and Jose Bueno work in the kitchen at Los Charros.

sauce. And I do mean buttery. The 
prawns were good-sized, firm and 
juicy, and arched around a dome of 
rice on the plate to look something 
like a crab. Your choice of wheat or 
corn tortillas accompanies.
 Plato al queso lets you select a 
meat ($10.75) and is served with 
wheat or corn tortillas. It reminds 
me of fajitas, since the meat is 
cooked with peppers and onions. 
But the mellow sauce and layer of 
cheese differentiated it from that 
other grilled-meat-in-a-tortilla 
dish. Though the beef I had was 
not terribly tender, the flavor was 
good. And true to the name Los 
Charros, the portions were big 
enough to feed a cowboy, so I had 
a midnight snack to take home. 
Rice and beans came on the side; 
not bad, but not much flavor.
 What I enjoyed most about my 
lunch, however, was the chicken 
tortilla soup ($3.75) and the canta-
loupe agua fresca ($2), a delicious 
water and fruit drink. The soup 

had chunks of avocado and cheese, 
crunchy strips of tortillas, and a 
hearty, complex flavor that tasted 
like a chicken tamale — the old-
fashioned kind in the corn husk 
wrapper. As for the fresca drinks, 
I’d like to go back and try each 
one, because the watermelon and 
cantaloupe versions were terrific 
— very refreshing.
 I did go back for breakfast, which 
is served until 11 a.m., and got 
the impression they were more 
prepared for the lunch crowd than 
the breakfast crowd. Did I say 
“crowd”? Actually, the restaurant 
was not crowded during a recent 
weekday lunch hour, nor during 
a recent weekend brunch. Despite 
the small number of guests for 
the number of servers and cooks, 
the food still took a while to come 
out at breakfast, and orders were 
served piecemeal — one person’s 
entree, then a side. Drinks came 
out at different times. 
 Also, the effort spent in the 
presentation of lunch was missing 
from breakfast. The enormous 
breakfast burrito ($5.95), while 
carefully wrapped, sat squarely 
in the middle of the plate with 

no beautification — no cilantro 
sprig, no decorative sauce. It was 
stuffed with eggs, cheese, salsa, 
hash browns and a meat of your 
choice, so we chose chorizo, which 
was a bit greasy. But if you like a 
big breakfast, the breakfast burrito 
will hold you for a few hours.
 Rajas a la Mexicana ($7) sounded 
promising: pasilla chilies, potatoes, 
eggs and onions scrambled together 
and served with hot tortillas. But it 
turned out rather bland until I added 
the salsa condiment that came with 
the breakfast burrito.
 Los Charros’ turn at the Ameri-
can breakfast of bacon, eggs, hash 
browns and toast ($5.50) was less 
successful: The scrambled eggs 
were closer to fried, and the hash 
browns were very pale, not brown. 
The toast arrived well after the rest 
of the food.
 Given the haphazard assembly 
of breakfast, and the fact that chips 
and salsa are not a part of it, I’d go 
back for lunch before going back 
for breakfast.
 The other reason I preferred 
lunch at Los Charros was the noise 

LOS CHARROS
 Continued from page 15

  Continued on next page
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Countrywide Countrywide Bank, FSB is an Equal Housing Lender. ©2007
 Financial Corporation. Trade/servicemarks are the of Countrywide Financial Corporation 
and/or its subsidiaries. RM50702

For homeowners with high-value homes, a Countrywide
SimpleEquitySM reverse mortgage can provide:

· Larger loan amount than a traditional reverse mortgage
· No origination fee option available depending on initial
  loan draw amount
· No mortgage insurance premium
· Lower monthly servicing fees

Call me for your free benefi t analysis today.

Harold Lott

(408) 687-0677
Harold_Lott@Countrywide.com

Reverse Mortgage, ASM

Reverse mortgages from Countrywide are funded and administered byg g
Countrywide Bank, FSB.

MARJAN SADOUGHI

A view of the bar featuring hand-carved chairs.

level. There was some background 
music, but it was very noisy even 
without guests or music. The open 
kitchen runs along half the dining 
room, and the faux tile floors and 
peach-colored plaster walls reflect 
noise around the restaurant. It’s a 
little too much to take first thing 
in the morning.
 But I bet the mariachi shows on 

Friday nights are a rowdy good 
time in the Cantina (7-9 p.m.). 
That’s when you want a place to 
be good and noisy.
 There didn’t seem to be a par-
ticular “type” who dines at Los 
Charros — we saw all walks there, 
including families. Though there’s 
no kids’ menu, they accommodate 
children easily and certainly have 
room for large parties. 
 Like Palo Alto Sol, this restau-

rant has a sizeable bar, open from 
11 a.m. to midnight, daily. Unlike 
a Palo Alto Sol or La Morenita, it 
doesn’t seem to have a regional 
focus or many very spicy dishes. 
But for lunch or dinner in a cheery 
room, Los Charros is a filling addi-
tion to Mountain View’s slice of El 
Camino Real.   V

 Continued from previous page

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

650.961.1992
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
Page

Watch Every 
Broadcast Game 

on New High 
Definition TVs!

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

Giants, A’s 
Preseason 

NFL Football
✦ ✦ ✦

Big Screens

✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

DANCE FLOOR

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Credit Cards

 Alcohol

 Takeout

Highchairs

 Outdoor Seating

  Wheelchair Access

 Banquet

 Noise Level loud

 Bathroom Cleanliness good

LOS CHARROS RESTAURANT
AND CANTINA
89 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View 
(650) 625-8374

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 
7 A.M.-10:30 P.M.
Saturday and Sunday:
7 A.M.-11:30 P.M. 
Breakfast is served 
until 11 a.m.
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BECOMING JANE ✭✭1/2
(CineArts) As in most Austen projects, 
Jane’s (Anne Hathaway) parents (Julie 
Walters and James Cromwell) are 
searching for a suitable husband to 
guarantee their daughter’s future social 
standing. The two have their eyes on 
the nephew of a rich widowed aristocrat 
(Maggie Smith reprising this role for the 
umpteenth time) who disapproves of 
Jane’s spirited and independent ways. 
Naturally Jane falls for the rogue in the 
form of an arrogant and dashing Irish-
man named Tom Lefroy (James McA-
voy). Their frisky flirtation is fraught with 
social risk, but the irrepressible Jane 
stubbornly thinks with her heart and not 
her head — refusing to marry for posi-
tion. The climax is effectively weepy for 
serious fans of the genre. Rated: PG for 
chaste romance. 2 hours. — J.A.

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 
✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) As amne-
siac super-agent Jason Bourne, Matt 
Damon successfully fronts a full-throttle 
action thriller that’s the culmination of 
a smashing trilogy. As always Bourne 
is on the run, intent on avenging the 
loss of his victims and trying in his own 
immutable way to apologize for his past. 
Seems Bourne’s brainwashing is backfir-
ing: In snatches of memory he’s re-liv-
ing his past, those murky days when 
his average Joe was on the cusp of 
enduring high-profile CIA assassination 
training. Those recollections kick-start 
a mission as Bourne seeks to reclaim 
himself from himself. Paranoia runs ram-
pant; scene after scene is fraught with 
kinetic hyper-tension. As Bourne closes 
in on his reality he butts up against the 
powers that be and continually and sat-
isfyingly beats them at their own game. 
Rated: PG-13 for intense action and 
violence. 1 hour, 
53 minutes. — J.A.

EL CANTANTE ✭1/2
(Century 12) Hector Lavoe was the voice 
of his people, introducing a new sound 
with trombonist Willie Colon and the 
Manhattan-based recording company 
Fania Records in 1967. Despite the Latin 
flavor, the rise and fall of Lavoe replays 
the same old song of so many music 
legends: humble beginnings; talent 
paired with a lucky break; drug addic-
tion; marital problems; and an untimely 
death. The source of the salsa sensa-
tion’s pain and musical inspiration are 
never clear, and the times seem divorced 
from historical context. Marc Anthony 
easily slides from an affable young 
man to the passionate singer fronting 

■  M O V I E R E V I E W S
ARCTIC TALE (G) Century 20: 2:45, 5:05, 7:20 & 9:45 p.m. 

Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 12:35 p.m.  

BECOMING JANE (PG) ✭✭1/2  Century 20: 4:40, 7:25 & 10:05 
p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 11:20 a.m. & 2 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:45, 
4:30 & 7:20 p.m. Fri. & Sat. also at 10:15 p.m.

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2  
Century 16: 12:55,  2, 3:40, 4:50, 6:55, 7:40, 9:40 & 10:25 p.m. 
Century 20: 2:15, 3:05, 3:55, 5, 5:55, 6:50, 7:45, 8:45, 9:40 & 10:30 p.m. 
Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 11:30 a.m.; 12:20 p.m. & 1:10 p.m. 

BRATZ (PG) Century 20: 2:25 & 5:05 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 11:40 a.m. 

DADDY DAY CAMP (PG) Century 16: 9:05 p.m. 
Century 20: 2:55, 5:20, 7:55 & 10:15 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 12:30 p.m. 

DEATH AT A FUNERAL (R) Century 20: 2:25, 4:45, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m. 
Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 12:05 p.m.  Guild: 12:30, 12:45, 5, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m. 

EL CANTANTE (R) ✭1/2 Century 12: 12:40, 4, 7:50 & 10:35 p.m. 

EVEN ALMIGHTY (PG) ✭✭  Century 12: 4:40 & 10:15 p.m. 

HAIRSPRAY (PG) ✭✭✭✭  Century 16: 12:50, 3:50, 7:05 & 9:50 p.m. 
Century 20: 2:20, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 11:45 a.m. 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX 
(PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 12: 12:20, 3:30, 7:20 & 10:25 p.m. 

HOT ROD (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  Century 12: 1:30, 3:50, 7:15 & 9:50 p.m. 

I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK AND LARRY (PG-13) ✭✭  
Century 12: 1, 4:10, 7:35 & 10:15 p.m.

THE INVASION (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:30, 1:40, 3, 
4:20, 5:30, 7:15, 8, 9:45 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 2:30, 3:45, 5, 6:15, 
7:30, 8:50 & 10:05 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at noon & 1:15 p.m. 

KNOCKED UP (R) ✭✭1/2 Century 20: 4:20, 7:25 & 10:25 p.m. Fri., 
Mon. & Tue. also at 1:05 p.m. 

THE LAST LEGION (PG-13) Century 20: 2:40, 5:10, 7:40 & 10:10 
p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 12:10 p.m. 

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (PG-13) ✭✭✭  
Century 20: 2:30, 5:25 & 8:25 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 11:35 a.m. 

MY BEST FRIEND (PG-13) ✭✭✭  Aquarius: 2 & 6:45 p.m. 

NO END IN SIGHT (NOT RATED) ✭✭✭1/2
Aquarius: 2:20, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. 

NO RESERVATIONS (PG) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 1:10 & 7:25 p.m. 
Century 20: 2:50, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m. Fri, Mon. & Tue. also at 12:15 p.m. 

ONCE (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Aquarius: 4:20 & 9 p.m.

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT WORLD’S END 
(PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 20: 2:15 & 8:35 p.m. 

RATATOUILLE (G) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 1:30, 4:15, 7:05 & 10 p.m. 
Century 20: 4:50, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 11:20 a.m. & 2 p.m. 

RESCUE DAWN (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:20 & 
7:15 p.m. Fri. & Sat. also at 10:10 p.m.  

THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW (1975) (R) Guild: Sat. at midnight.  

RUSH HOUR 3 (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:30, 1, 1:45, 2:45, 3:15, 4, 5, 
5:30, 6:30, 7:15, 7:55, 8:45, 9:30 & 10:15 p.m. Century 12: 12:50, 1:20, 1:50, 
2:30, 3:10, 3:40, 4:20, 5, 5:40, 6:15, 7, 7:30, 8, 8:50, 9:30, 10 & 10:20 p.m. 

SICKO (PG-13) ✭✭✭✭  Century 20: 5:45 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. 
also at 11:25 a.m. 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG-13) Century 16: 12:35, 2:50, 5:05, 
7:20 & 9:35 p.m. Century 12: 1:40, 4:30, 7:10 & 9:40 p.m.

STARDUST (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 1:05, 4:10, 7:10 & 10:10 p.m. 
Century 20: 2:35, 4, 5:30, 7, 8:30 & 10 p.m. Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 11:35 a.m. 
& 1 p.m. 

SUPERBAD (R)  Century 16: 12:45, 2:15, 3:55, 5, 7, 7:45, 9:45 & 10:30 
p.m. Century 12: 12:30, 2, 3:15, 4:45, 6, 7:40, 9 & 10:30 p.m. 

TALK TO ME (R)  Century 20: 7:45 & 10: 30 p.m. 

TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) ✭✭ Century 16: 3:45 & 10:05 p.m. 
Century 12: 1:10 & 7:05 p.m. 

UNDERDOG (PG) Century 16: 12:40, 2:45, 4:50 & 7 p.m. 
Century 20: 2:35, 4:45, 7 & 9:10 p.m.Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 12:25 p.m. 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.
AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)
CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)

CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (369-3456)
 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)
For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the 

Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities 
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.

■  M O V I E T I M E S

Real Estate & Display 
Advertising Assistant

The Almanac is looking for an advertising assistant for our busy 
Real Estate & Display advertising department. The successful 

candidate will have strong communication skills dealing with 
clients in person, by phone and by email. This person will work 
within the department to coordinate advertising between clients 
and the Production Department, putting together effective ads 
and accurate schedules. Computer literate / Ability to multi-task / 
Attention to detail a must!  5 days / 40 hours per week / Benefi ts. 

To apply, fax or email resume to:

Neal Fine, Almanac
Advertising Manager
Fax:  650-854-3650

email: nfi ne@almanacnews.com
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Sat

Fri

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

PREPARED TABLESIDE
• Unique Flambé Entreés
• Spinach & Caesar Salads
• Cherries Jubilee

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT
Tues-Thurs: Yelena on Piano
Fri: 6pm–9:30pm Gypsy 
Violin with Tibor & Yelena

Sat: Enjoy Dining with Mike 
and Sandi performing your 
favorite selections

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Happy Hour –pm 

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale

Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

PRIME RIB & SEAFOOD

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

MINUTES COUNT IF YOU’VE HAD A STROKE, AND YOU CAN COUNT ON OUR EXPERT TEAM.
If you suspect that you or a loved one might be having a stroke, getting immediate care is absolutely critical. So is the place you

receive that care. Fortunately, you have access to El Camino Hospital, right here close to home. We’ve earned the Gold Seal of

ApprovalTM from the Joint Commission for stroke care. And we have the added distinctions of receiving a five-star rating and a

Stroke Care Excellence AwardTM from HealthGrades, the nation’s leading independent healthcare ratings company. Our expert team

of neurological specialists is available 24/7, ready to mobilize instantly to provide the finest treatment available, from emergency

arrival through rehabilitation. For world-class stroke care, you can count on us to be just in time, and just down the street.

From left: Peter Fung, MD, neurologist; Audrey Prairo, RN, Emergency Department; 
John Barnes, MD, neurologist; Ruby Garma, RN, MS, Stroke Unit

www.elcaminohospital.org     800-216-5556

Find out your risk for heart attack or stroke with our FREE, private online
assessment at www.elcaminohospital.org/myhealthstatus. 

2007

BRAINTRUST.

Colon’s raw, up-tempo sound. When he 
belts out the Ruben Blades-authored 
title song or a medley of Lavoe hits, the 
screen sizzles. Jennifer Lopez often adds 
heat, swinging her hips while squeezed 
into a red dress. But their spark alone 
can’t sustain a feature-length film favor-
ing style over substance. Rated: R for 
drug use, pervasive language and some 
sexuality. 1 hour. 56 minutes. In English 
and Spanish with English subtitles.
— S.T. 

STARDUST
✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) You know 

you’re destined for superfluous sap 
when lovesick pup Tristan Thorne 
(Charlie Cox) woos the fickle Victoria 
(Sienna Miller) by promising to gift her 
with a real star. The fallen star appears 
in the form of a beautiful and poised 
enchantress called Yvaine (Claire 
Danes). A gaggle of evil witches led by 
eldest sister Lamia (Michelle Pfeiffer) 
seeks to cut out the star’s heart so they 
can ingest it and prolong their tenuous 
hold on a fleeting youth. As Tristan and 
Yvaine attempt the return trip home 
they encounter all manner of men, 
including the fearsome Captain Shake-
speare (Robert De Niro), a ruthless 

marauder who secretly loves poetry 
and dressing in women’s clothing; and 
a merciless trio of princes who need to 
claim the star to mount the throne that 
will rule their kingdom. The result is 
a bloated, mixed bag of triumphs and 
failures. Not your mother’s fairy tale, 
but it could be yours. Rated: PG-13 for 
violence and mature themes. 2 hours, 
5 minutes. — J.A. 

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth,  T.H.-Tyler Hanley

■  M O V I E C R I T I C S
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But you’re the one that scores.

THREE NEW CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITIES. ONE IS PERFECT FOR YOU!

PHASE I SOLD OUT!

PHASE II NOW SELLING

O N LY  2  R E M A I N I N G !

P R I C E D  I N  T H E  $ 6 0 0 ’ S F R O M  T H E  L O W  $ 3 0 0 ’ S F R O M  T H E  U P P E R  $ 3 0 0 ’ S

PHASE I SOLD OUT!

MOUNTAIN VIEW

SPACIOUS 3 BEDROOM, 2.5 BATH CONDOS
PLUS DEN AND SUN DECK IN AN SMALL
COMMUNITY IN A ULTRA-CONVENIENT 

SILICON VALLEY LOCATION.

650-938-2600
2002 W. Middlef ield Road

Open 11AM to 6PM, Thurs.—Monday

SAN JOSE

1 & 2 BEDROOM HOMES IN ONE OF 
SAN JOSE’S BEST AND MOST CONVENIENT
NEIGHBORHOODS. THE PERFECT BLEND OF

STYLE AND AFFORDABILITY!

408-266-4970
4970 Cherry Avenue

Open 11AM to 6PM, Thurs.—Monday

SAN JOSE - WILLOW GLEN

1 & 2 BEDROOM CONDOMINIUMS LOCATED
NEAR DOWNTOWN WILLOW GLEN.

FENCED YARDS AND LARGE DECKS ADD
EXTRA LIVING SPACE!

408-295-1215
1205-1215 Bird Avenue

Open 11AM to 6PM, Thurs.—Monday

Prices, terms, specifications and availability subject to change without notice.

We’re hitting home runs 
all over town.

PHASE II NOW SELLING

for more information visit www.montereycapital.net

Monterey Capital is creating homeownership opportunities in

some of Northern California’s best neighborhoods. Our goal is to

develop high quality, affordable communities 

that are conveniently situated in great 

locations and give you everything you desire in a home.

We invite you to tour any of our fine communities soon.

Coming Soon!
TWO UNIQUE LIVING VILLAGES

IN ONE PERFECT LOCATION.

Interest List 
Now Forming

montereycapital.net

MONTEREY

PHASE II NOW SELLINGPHASE II NOW SELLING


