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mountain view chamber of commerce 36th annual

Art & Wine
SEPTEMBER 8 -  910 AM TO 6 PMCASTRO STREETDOWNTOWN MOUNTAIN VIEWwww.miramarevents.com

F E S T I V A L

By Daniel DeBolt

Mountain View put 
itself on the green map 
Tuesday when the City 

Council took major steps toward 
an environmen-
tal sustainability 
program.
 After allocat-
ing $173,000 to 
the cause in May, the council 
now wants to hire a full-time 
staff coordinator, form a citizen 
task force and take a baseline 
measurement of the city’s green-
house gas emissions. Because 

Tuesday’s meeting was a study 
session, a regular-meeting vote 
will be required to formalize the 
actions.
 Despite past meetings where 
it seemed there was not enough 

support for hir-
ing a coordina-
tor to oversee a 
serious sustain-
ability program, 

this time member Jac Siegel pro-
vided the key vote, joining Ronit 
Bryant, Margaret Abe-Koga and 
Laura Macias. 
 Members Nick Galiotto, Matt 
Pear and Tom Means were also 
supportive of most of the pro-
gram’s short-term goals, just not 
hiring a coordinator. Pear said it 
wasn’t likely to be a “temporary 
position,” as other members 
pitched it, and would cost the city 
money over the long term. 
 Council member Nick Galiotto 
said the task force should “germi-
nate” the ideas for the program 
before the coordinator is hired, 
rather than have the coordinator 
“set the agenda.”
 “What I’m looking for is a fresh-
ness, a non-city-regimented look,” 
Galiotto said. 
 But without the coordinator, city 
manager Kevin Duggan said, the 
city didn’t “have the staff, quite 
frankly,” to run a citizen task 
force. 
 Galiotto pointed to actions taken 
by residents on their own, such as 
the recent group purchase of solar 
panels, which showed how much 
talent there could be on the task 
force.
 Bruce Karney, the organizer of 
the group purchase from SolarCity 
which lead to 118 newly solar-pow-
ered homes, predicts that interest 
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MARJAN SADOUGHI 

Garon Bolden, 10, raps at The Riekes Center Studio in Menlo Park.

Castro student’s knack for rap
TEN-YEAR-OLD’S HIP-HOP ALBUM ALL ABOUT ‘MAKIN’ THE GRADE’

By Susan Hong

Inside a red-walled recording 
studio at the Riekes Center 
in Menlo Park, 10-year-old 

Garon Bolden bounces to the 
beat of a song he wrote called 
“Makin’ the Grade.” 
 “Got an ‘A’ last week on my 
spelling test / If you listen in 
class you can do your best,” he 
rapped. “I don’t need a gat / I 
don’t need a blade / Got to keep 
my mind on makin’ the grade.” 
 Rap music is often associated 
with gangs and drugs, but for 
Garon, rap is a way to reject that 
lifestyle and offer a more positive 
expression of life, said his father 
Greg. Writing lyrics this sum-
mer was also a way for the Castro 
Elementary School student to 
find his place in the world.
 “Rapping makes me feel good 

and makes me feel excited,” 
Garon said.
 It may also make him feel 
successful: His second song, 
“We Love the Ladiez,” is being 
considered for airplay by two 
Bay Area radio stations, KMEL 
and Wild 949.
 Greg Bolden said that while 
other members of the family are 
gifted athletes, Garon seemed 
more gifted musically. He want-
ed to give his son an outlet that 
would help shape his identity 
and give him confidence, and 
rap seemed the obvious choice.
 Garon has a natural penchant 
for music, his father said. He 
plays piano and often can be 
found singing songs by Dr. Dre 
or Snoopp Dogg. Unlike those 
rap artists, however, Garon takes 
a more uplifting tone: 
 “It’s true you know / Read a 

book, and your mind will grow 
/ Be smart / Don’t be a fool / Be 
on time, and pay attention in 
school.”
 Before he began recording, 
Garon brought a book about 
bats to the studio earlier in 
the summer and practiced 
reading to different beats put 
together by his Riekes teacher, 
Rahman Jamaal. After the 
young rapper was comfortable 
speaking the written word to 
music, he and his father sat 
down to write lyrics.
 Jamaal says rap can help kids 
improve their reading and writ-
ing skills. 
 “It improves linguistic skills 
because it applies the creative 
half [of the brain] with the lin-
guistic half,” he said. Kids natu-

Pros, cons 
of new site
SOME OF DAY WORKER 
CENTER’S NEIGHBORS 
WORRY ABOUT CRIME, 

BUT OTHERS SEE 
OPPORTUNITY
By Daniel DeBolt

Opponents and support-
ers of placing the Day 
Worker Center at a 

downtown church made their 
points at a crowded hearing 
last week at Trinity United 
Methodist Church.
 About 70 residents, many 
affiliated with the center, 
attended last Thursday’s hear-
ing. Some argued that the cen-
ter would not be a good fit in 
the neighborhood, while oth-
ers were strongly supportive.

  See DAY WORKER, page 10

City takes on new 
shade of green

COUNCIL VOTES IN SUPPORT OF HIRING COORDINATOR 
TO OVERSEE CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVES

  See COUNCIL, page 10
 See RAP, page 6

THE STATE OF THE 
CITY IS STRONG. P.5
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How have we helped 
4 million Americans in need?

By never stopping.
50 states. 1,500 cities. 150,000 miles. The PPA bus is traveling throughout the country with one clear message: no one 
who needs medicine should go without. And in just over 2 years, we’ve helped more than 4 million people who 
are uninsured and struggling. Since the program began, the PPA bus—sponsored by America’s pharmaceutical 
research companies—has spent more time in California than any other state. We’ve been from Redding to Riverside 
and Salinas to Santa Ana helping more than 230,000 Californians in need. If you or someone you know needs help 
paying for medicine, call 1-888-4PPA-NOW or visit www.pparx.org.

9:00-11:00am
City Parking Lot on Bryant Street

Between California Street and Mercy Street
Mountain View

Watch for the Bus
Friday, September 7, 2007



Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Melody Dye.

“ Time off school. I want to go 
the beach, hopefully someplace 
around Santa Cruz.”

  Tania Garcia, Mountain View

“ At this point, it just means that 
it’s time for another holiday. 
Unfortunately, I’ll be finishing 
up some work this weekend. It 
would be nice to take the day 
off, but it doesn’t look like it’s 
going to happen this year.”

  Jim McCoy, Campbell

“ A chance to do something fun. 
I’m going to go to a different 
city and do something I’ve 
never done before.”

  Misty Enriquez, Mountain View

“ Labor Day doesn’t mean much 
to me anymore — I’m retired!”

  Jeff Schuler, San Jose

“ Nothing special comes to mind. 
Time to party like a rockstar.”

  Rachael Lewis, Mountain View

What does Labor Day 
mean to you?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

STRAIGHT TEETH ARE WITHIN YOUR REACH… Ask us how!

YOUR SMILE SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU. IF YOU LET IT.

© 2007 Align Technology, Inc, All Rights Reserved

Call today to schedule your 
FREE Invisalign® Consultation.

650-964-2626
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A

Mountain View (Corner of El Camino Real and Calderon)

Invisalign Day – September 7, 2007
Complimentary Consultation with

David R. Boshken, D.M.D.

Dr. Boschken is an Elite Provider for Invisalign (top 1% in the world).  He has treated over 850 Invisalign patients.

~PLUS~
$250 Off 

Invisalign Treatment

Getting There:

Both Caltrain and Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) light-rail stop at 

the corner of Castro Street & Evelyn Avenue

July 12
August 2
August 16 
September 13
Time:
5:00–10:00pm 

Attractions inc
lude:

• Farmers Market with seasonal p
roduce

• Live entertainm
ent along Castro Street

• Activities for th
e kids - facepainter,  

  board games, and chalk art

Live
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■  C R I M E W AT C H

■  P O L I C E L O G

BATTERY
400 Block Del Medio Ave., 8/24 
800 Block E. El Camino Real, 8/26 
100 Block Space Park Way, 8/27 

BURGLARY/AUTO
100 Block Crestview Dr., 8/26
800 Block Montgomery St., 8/27
2500 Block Grant Rd., 8/27

BURGLARY/COMMERCIAL
300 Block Fairchild Dr., 8/25 

BURGLARY/RESIDENTIAL
200 Block Monroe Dr., 8/27 

CORPORAL INJURY TO SPOUSE
100 Block Crestview Dr., 8/24
W. Dana St/Hope St., 8/26
1100 Block Castro St., 8/27

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
250 Block Castro St., 8/24
Molly Magee’s, 8/25
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 8/25
E. El Camino Real/Sylvan Ave., 8/27

DISTURBANCE
200 Block Colony St., 8/24
2200 Block California St., 8/27

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE
00 Block Paul Ave., 8/22
500 Block View St., 8/25
Klein Park, 8/25

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
100 Block Jasmine Ct., 8/27

DRIVING UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE
Castro St/Villa St., 8/24
Independence Ave/Leghorn St., 8/24
1600 Block W. El Camino Real, 8/26

GRAND THEFT
300 Block Villa St., 8/24 

IDENTITY THEFT
100 Block Villa St., 8/24

NARCOTICS POSSESSION
Central Expressway/N. Whisman Rd., 8/22

PETTY THEFT
200 Block Monroe Dr., 8/24
Ross Store, 8/24
2400 Block W. El Camino Real, 8/24
200 Block Plymouth St., 8/26
400 Block San Antonio Rd., 8/26
400 Block Moffett Blvd., 8/27

POSSESSION OF DRUG 
PARAPHENALIA
200 Block Montecito Ave., 8/26

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA
100 Block Rock St., 8/26

POSSESSION OF STOLEN ITEM
1900 W. El Camino Real, 8/27

ROBBERY
1900 Block Old Middlefield Way, 8/23 
W. Dana St/View St., 8/25 

SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE
1000 Block Space Park Way, 8/22

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
300 Block Easy St., 8/23
300 Block Easy St., 8/27

UNDER INFLUENCE OF 
COCAINE
100 Block Villa St., 8/22
800 Block Washington, 8/24
Fairchild Dr./National Ave., 8/26

VANDALISM
900 Block N. Rengstorff Ave., 8/22
500 Block Del Medio Ave., 8/27
800 Block E. El Camino Real, 8/27
1900 Block Montecito Ave., 8/27

ANNOY OR MOLEST CHILD, 
200 BLOCK PETTIS AVE., 8/26
 A 14-year-old girl was locked out of her 
house and banging on the door to get in 
when a man approached her and tried to 
talk to her. When the girl tried to ignore 
him, the man grabbed her hand and put 
his arm around her shoulders. The fright-
ened girl pretended to call 911 on her cell 
phone and the man walked away. She then 
actually phoned police about an hour later 
when her sister returned home and she was 
safe inside the house. 
 The suspect is described as a black male 

adult, about 6 feet tall, in his late 20s or 
early 30s, with a dark complexion and 
short hair. He was last seen wearing a dark 
hooded sweatshirt and baggy pants.

ROBBERY, 1900 BLOCK OLD 
MIDDLEFIELD WAY, 8/23
 A 7-Eleven store was robbed at gunpoint 
by a tall black man with a blue handker-
chief over his face. After collecting money 
from the cash register, he fled in a light-
blue Pontiac Grand Am driven by a second 
man. The car had no license place and has 
not been traced. 

LocalNews

 Last week’s story on the recently 
released state achievement tests, 
“Local middle schoolers lag in 
STAR tests,” gave incorrect num-
bers for seventh grade proficiency 
levels in math at Mountain View 
Whisman. Rather than declin-
ing, as the Voice reported, profi-
ciency levels for seventh graders 
improved over the previous year 

— from 40 to 45 percent — after 
taking Algebra 1 scores into 
account. 
 The story also focused strongly 
on declines in test scores, but 
did not put those numbers into 
context. It also underemphasized 
gains made by students at other 
grade levels. 
 The Voice regrets the errors.

■  C O R R E C T I O N

The counties of San Mateo and Santa Clara have 

always stood for imagination and innovation. So when 

it came to dreaming up ways to better serve the 

region, we imagined a new way forward for ourselves.  

The new Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

resulted from the historic merger of Peninsula 

Community Foundation and Community Foundation 

Silicon Valley in January 2007. The new community 

foundation combines more than $1.9 billion in assets 

with a priceless portfolio of expertise and experience - 

in turn creating a catalyst for change greater than the 

sum of its parts. Imagine that.

When we set out 
to change the community, 
we started by changing ourselves.

2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300  |  Mountain View, California 94040-1498
tel: 650.450.5400  |  fax: 650.450.5401  |  www.siliconvalleycf.org



Moffett’s ghost town
ORION PARK’S STORY IS ONE OF TOXINS, FOOT-DRAGGING 

AND FAILED HOUSING PLANS

■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

■ COMMUNITY

■ FEATURESLocalNews
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

AUGUST 31, 2007 ■ MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE ■ 5

By Melody Dye

A2-year-old girl was 
left in a locked vehicle 
Tuesday afternoon 

as temperatures climbed, 
police said, forcing rescu-
ers to smash the vehicle’s 
windows to retrieve her. The 
toddler was unharmed, and 
her caretaker was arrested 
following the incident.
 The Mountain View Fire 
Department received a call 
at 12:49 p.m. Tuesday that 
a baby had been left unat-
tended in a vehicle near the 
Mountain View Library. 
When rescuers arrived, they 
found the 2-year old girl 
secured in a child seat with 
all the windows rolled up, 
sweating profusely.  
 Firef ighters quickly 
smashed the car’s windows 
to get her out. The girl was 
then transported to a local 
emergency room by ambu-
lance. 
 Police waited at the vehicle 
for the girl’s caretaker to 
return. When she finally 
did, nearly half an hour 
later, she was arrested and 
booked on charges of felony 
child endangerment.  
 The girl was given a clean 
bill of health, and reunited 
with her mother at the hos-
pital, police said.
 Tuesday’s temperatures 
reached a high of 86 degrees, 
peaking in mid-afternoon. V

E-mail Melody Dye at 
mdye@mv-voice.com

MV High’s 
new angle 
on math

ALL FRESHMEN 
MUST ENROLL IN 

GEOMETRY REGARDLESS 
OF MATHEMATICS 

BACKGROUND
By Susan Hong

Educators at Mountain View 
High School are taking a 
new approach to teaching 

mathematics, requiring all fresh-
men to enroll in some form of 
geometry class regardless of their 
previous math experience.
 The new rule is an effort to 
break the cycle of below-grade-
level performance for many of the 
ninth graders coming in from the 
Mountain View Whisman School 
District. Even students who failed 
or skipped Algebra I in middle 
school will skip it again in ninth 
grade and go straight to geometry 
— though they’ll also take a supple-
mental hour of pre-algebra math, 
administrators said. 
 If those students successfully 
complete geometry and their sup-
plemental course, they will proceed 
to Algebra I in 10th grade. All other 
students will proceed to Algebra II 
in 10th grade.
 Ideally, all ninth graders should 

From the
Editor’s

Desk

State of the city: rapid growth
By Daniel DeBolt 

With residential and cor-
porate developers beat-
ing a path to their door 

and companies like search-engine 
giant Google firmly entrenched 
at Bayshore, the state of the city 
looked decidedly rosy to Mayor 
Laura Macias and city manager 
Kevin Duggan during a two-hour 
presentation Monday.
 The city’s annual report was 
brimming with good news, 
including another year of 
increased revenues and numer-
ous capital improvements, such 
as an $18 million parking garage, 
a $19.8 million water tank and a 
$16 million senior center. 

 To top it off, the city’s popula-
tion is expected to increase 10 per-
cent in the next 10 years, possibly 
a conservative guess since there 
are currently 3,400 housing units 
in the pipeline.
 “I can’t think of another city 
that has gone through all the 
changes Mountain View has,” 
said county Supervisor Liz Kniss 
before the presentation Monday. 
 Duggan started the presenta-
tion by showing off the Moun-
tain View Senior Center, which 
opened last year and has been so 
popular its parking lot reaches 
capacity daily. He also talked 
about Devonshire neighborhood 
park, which opened last year, 
and mentioned plans for Sierra 

Vista park, which were formalized 
Tuesday.
 The eight-million-gallon water 
tank under Graham Middle 
School’s sports field got some 
attention, with a series of photos 
showing the various phases of 
construction during the city’s 
award-winning-partnership with 
the school district. 
 While on the subject of water, 
Duggan explained a $15 million 
plan to restore the city’s water 
pipes in conjunction with Palo 
Alto. He didn’t forget the re-
plastering of the Rengstorff Park 
pool.
 “We take pride in the little 
things and the big things as well,” 
Duggan said. 

 City staff couldn’t resist adding 
some music to a series of photos 
showing construction of the Bry-
ant Street parking garage from 
the top of the building across the 
street. The music: Strauss’ theme 
used in “2001: A Space Odyssey.”
 “I bet you’ve never seen a pre-
sentation for a parking garage like 
that,” Duggan joked. 
 Longs Drugs is expected to 
open on the first floor of the 
structure this fall.
 Macias’ presentation touched 
on several highlights from the 
past year, and on plans for the 
coming year. For example, last 
year Mountain View became 

  See CITY, page 11

  See MATH, page 8

■  E D U C AT I O N

By Daniel DeBolt

It seems like something out of 
a science fiction movie. Two 
years ago, the 450-unit Orion 

Park military housing complex 
was filled with families going 
about their busy lives.
 Cut to the present day: Noth-
ing but vacant houses and empty 

streets. Though the properties 
are in good condition, there’s not 
even a “For sale” sign out front. 
 It’s an eerie scene which begs 
the question, “What happened 
here?”
 The short answer: The mili-

tary moved its units stationed 
here, and the families were dis-
persed to other locations. And 
despite Silicon Valley’s housing 
shortage, the site’s 450 units will 
never again be used due to a toxic 
gas that is leaching from under-
ground, and has been detected 

 See ORION, page 9

Part 2 of 3

Back next week

Toddler 
left in 
hot car

CARETAKER ARRESTED 
FOLLOWING DRAMATIC 

SAVE DOWNTOWN 
NEAR LIBRARY 

TUESDAY

MARJAN SADOUGHI 

The 450 units in Orion Park have lain empty since 2005, when its military families were relocated.
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LocalNews

Beautiful sunrise
■  S E E N A R O U N D  T O W N

As summer wears on and the earth gets dustier, the sunrises and sunsets grow more brilliant. This 
sunrise was taken “very early one morning” by Dotti Cinchon as she drove on Highway 237. “Thank 
goodness the windshield was clean,” she wrote.

If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it (as 
a jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.
ATTENTION!

GENERAL PUBLIC BEWARE
THE LAW REQUIRES BANKS & OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
TO NOTIFY THE STATE OF ANY ASSETS THAT APPEAR TO HAVE 
NO ACTIVITY OR HAVE BEEN FORGOTTEN BY THE OWNER.

THIS INCLUDES THE CONTENT IN SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES
THE PROPERTY IS THEN SEIZED BY THE STATE, SHOULD YOU MAINTAIN A 
SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN A BANK OR ANY OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.

CLOSE YOUR BOX AND COME TO US, AND WHAT YOU
HAVE READ ABOVE WILL NEVER HAPPEN TO YOU. 

    INFORMATION REGARDING THIS MATTER WILL 
             BE MAILED TO YOU UPON REQUEST.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891   www.losaltosvault.com

MAKE YOUR 
WELLNESS ROUTINE 

A LITTLE MORE GREEN!

Elephant Pharm—The Drug Store That Prescribes Yoga
4470 El Camino Real near San Antonio Road in Los Altos  |  650.472.6800

25% OFF
NEW CHAPTER
ORGANIC SUPPLEMENTS
Certified organic vitamins and 
supplements made from 100% 
real food. 
Reg. $10.99-$89.99 
Now $8.24-$67.49 
Prices good through Sept. 12, while supplies last. 

25% OFF
GAIAM ECO YOGA TOOLS
Phthalate-free, eco-conscious 
yoga mats and tools.
Reg. $9.99-$49.99
Now $7.49-$37.49
Prices good through Sept. 12, while supplies last. 

rally tend to gravitate toward music, 
he said, so putting words to music 
can make reading and writing fun.
 Greg Bolden agreed. His son’s 
rapping, he said, greatly improved 

his linguistic skills and fostered 
other abilities as well.
 “There’s a complete transfor-
mation,” he said. “His confidence 
level has grown dramatically.”
 Rap can have a good influence 
in children, according to Jamaal.
 “It’s best to think of hip-hop 
as a form of cultural expression 

because it deals so much with 
language,” he said.
 Those interested in learning more 
about “Making the Grade” can 
contact Garon Bolden at (650) 279-
4197 or rb4mepls@aol.com. V

E-mail Susan Hong at 
shong@mv-voice.com

RAP
 Continued from page 1

Mountain View 24/7
MountainViewOnline.com

Our Town Online



By Melody Dye

AMountain View High 
junior is fast becom-
ing the voice of her 

generation — at least when it 
comes to opera singing.
 Laura Wise was chosen ear-
lier this summer to attend the 
Washington National Opera 
Institute for Young Sing-
ers, a selective and 
prestigious program 
designed to train 
young voices for 
professional work 
in opera. 
 Wise, now 16, has 
been singing since 
she was 11 and doing 
classical voice work 
since she was 13. She 
was selected from well over a 
hundred singers who audi-
tioned nationally. This year, 
only 28 students made it into 
the three-week program. 
 At the institute’s most recent 
p r o g r a m , 
which ran 
in June 
and July at 
C a t h o l i c 
University 
of America 
in Wash-
i n g t o n , 
D.C., Wise 
and other 
s t u d e n t s 
s t u d i e d 
o p e r a t i c 
classics and took classes in 
singing, drama and move-
ment. For the aspiring sing-
ers, it was a chance to be 
coached and mentored by 
vocal instructors of the high-
est caliber, and to meet other 
students who share their pas-
sion for opera. 
 Wise said she auditioned on 
a lark, sending in a tape her 
father had made at one of her 
recitals. 
 “I didn’t have any expecta-
tions,” she said. “I knew that 
there were a lot of people 
auditioning, many older and 
more experienced. When I 
did get that letter, I was 
entirely surprised. ... I hadn’t 
wanted to get my hopes up.”
 Wise has performed with 
the Cantabile Youth Singers 
and the children’s chorus for 
Opera San Jose. She said she’s 
always liked music, but that 
opera particularly resonates 
with her. The first night she 

sang with Opera San Jose, she 
was dumbstruck by the sound 
as she waited backstage. 
 “Opera caught and held my 
attention because it expresses 
emotions in such a beautiful 
way,” she said.
 Wise, a soprano with a 
broad vocal range, has stud-
ied art songs but has not 

yet attempted arias. 
With their breath-
less runs of six-
teenth notes, arias 
require a certain 
level of stamina that 
can be taxing on 
a young voice. Art 
songs, often simpler 
and less demand-
ing, serve as a good 

preparation for the kind of 
vocal acrobatics that arias 
require. 
   In fact, the audition guide-
lines for the institute explic-
itly state that students are not 

to perform 
arias. Wise 
gladly paid 
heed, show-
casing a 
selection of 
Italian and 
Russian art 
songs she’d 
performed 
at her recit-
al. She had 
a particular 
affinity for 

the Russian piece, she said.
 Wise was exuberant about 
her time at the institute. She 
was thrilled to have met such 
a cross-section of people who, 
like her, have devoted their 
lives to the art form. 
 It’s funny, she said, that 
while some people “had had 
a lot of recital experience, 
others had never even seen an 
opera.” She thought she fell 
somewhere in the middle.
 Now that her stint at the 
institute is up, Wise is unsure 
whether she will pursue a 
career in opera. 
 “I’m testing it out right now,” 
she said. “It’s such a demand-
ing career and you have to 
develop yourself so much. It 
takes a lot of confidence and 
such a powerful voice; I don’t 
know yet if I could work my 
voice to that point.”

E-mail Melody Dye at 
mdye@mv-voice.com

LocalNews

AUGUST 31, 2007 ■ MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE ■ 7

The soprano
LOCAL SINGER, AUDITIONING ON A WHIM, IS 

SELECTED FOR PRESTIGIOUS OPERA PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY OF EAST-WEST MEDICINE 
970 W. EL CAMINO REAL, SUNNYVALE
call 408-733-1878 or visit www.uewm.edu

Become a licensed Acupuncturist!
EARN AN ACCREDITED MASTER’S DEGREE

IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE

• Requires Only 60 Semester College Units
• Full or Part-time/Day or Evening
• Federal Financial Aid Available
• International Students Accepted (I-20 Issued)
• Low Tuition/Flexible Payments

FALL

SEMESTER

STARTING

SEPT. 4TH

PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM

This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes 
healthy eating and exercise habits for overweight children and their families. More 
than 80 percent of  children achieve long-term weight loss through this program 
– and parents lose weight too! The new session starts soon, so call (650) 725-4424 to 
preregister. Spaces are limited.

INFANT MASSAGE

Learn the techniques of  infant massage to relax and soothe a baby, to relieve the 
temporary discomforts of  gas and soreness of  vaccination sites, and to stimulate a baby 
as he or she grows into an active child. 

- Thursdays, September 6-27

REFRESHER CHILDBIRTH CLASS

This is an excellent refresher course on labor and delivery techniques, including how 
subsequent labors differ from the first, as well as sibling and family adjustments.

- Saturday, September 8

IS MEDIA THE OTHER PARENT?

Tom Robinson, MD, from the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Center for Healthy 
Weight and Rebecca Randall from Common Sense Media discuss the effects of  media 
on the health of  our children and practical ways parents can guide their children 
towards a better understanding of  media messages and productive lifestyle. Please call 
(650) 724-3783 to register for this free event.

- Tuesday, October 2

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more 
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources 

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children. 

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I T A

“Opera caught and 
held my attention 

because it expresses 
emotions in such a 

beautiful way.”
LAURA WISE

Laura Wise



start high school prepared to take 
geometry, said Barry Groves, super-
intendent of the Mountain View-
Los Altos High School District. 
But nearly a third of all incoming 
students from MV Whisman enter 
high school with seventh-grade-
level math skills 
or below, accord-
ing to Associate 
Superintendent 
Brigitte Sarraf. 
 By contrast, 
only 6 percent 
of students from 
the Los Altos 
School District 
enter high school 
with below-
grade-level math 
skills, according 
to district officials.
 Educators believe holding back 
Algebra I a year will give struggling 
students more time to acclimate 
themselves to math concepts, get 
used to high school, and mature in 
their thinking.
 “Algebra is much more abstract 
than geometry, and many of these 
students have as their preferred 
learning style a much more hands-
on approach,” Sarraf said. “Geom-
etry lends itself to a hands-on 

approach much more than alge-
bra.”
 Sarraf said students who fail 
Algebra I in middle school often 
take the same course repeatedly, 
and that the new approach is an 
attempt to break that cycle: 
 “We have tried a number of 
interventions and we have not yet 
stumbled on a silver bullet. There 
may not be a silver bullet,” Sarraf 

said.
 At Los Altos 
High, students 
who failed alge-
bra in eighth 
grade will go 
into a ninth 
grade “alge-
bra enhanced” 
course — a 
t w o - h o u r 
course integrat-
ing pre-algebra 
concepts such 

as percentages, addition and 
division with algebra. If students 
successfully complete this course, 
they will proceed into geometry 
in 10th grade as has traditionally 
been the case.
 Administrators plan to closely 
monitor both high schools to see 
which model produces better 
results, Sarraf said.  V

E-mail Susan Hong at 
shong@mv-voice.com
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Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189

Family, Friends, Faith
It’s what’s important.  
It’s who we are.

First Presbysterian
1667 Miramonte Ave.

(650) 968-4473 
www.fpcmv.org

SUNDAY: 
Sunday School 9am
Worship 10:30 am

“Come and have your Faith lifted!

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221 or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church
A diverse, reconciling Christian community

Sunday Worship Ser vice 10:30 am
Children and youth programs

4111 Alma Street , Palo Alto
650 493-0900

By Susan Hong

Math emerged as the top 
priority as trustees, 
school principals and key 

administrators from the Mountain 
View Whisman School District 
crafted a new strategic plan Tues-
day.
 “Algebra is the gatekeeper for kids 
entering and being successful in 
college,” Superintendent Maurice 
Ghysels said. “We need to improve 
in mathematics. We have a lot of 
opportunity to improve math in 
our district.”
 With eighth graders demonstrat-
ing lower proficiency levels than 
in years past and the high schools 
changing their math curriculums 
to remediate struggling ninth grad-
ers, district educators are well aware 
of their responsibility to adequately 
teach their students math. 
 “The preparation of our eighth 
graders is a reflection on the entire 
K-8 spectrum. We must exit stu-
dents meeting state expectations,” 
one team member wrote on a goals-
chart board.
 Recruiting diverse and qualified 
teachers who reflect the demo-
graphics of the student body also 
placed highly on the group’s list. 
 “It’s very hard to do anything 
with student achievement if you 
don’t have highly qualified staff,” 
said Stephanie Totter, assistant 
superintendent for human resourc-
es and student services. Teachers 
who speak Spanish can serve as role 

models for the children and offer 
more assistance to the district’s 
large number of Hispanic students, 
she said. 
 Educators outlined four “big 
rocks” under which all district 
strategic initiatives must be aligned: 
math achievement, English-lan-
guage learner achievement, Con-
tinuous Improvement implementa-
tion, and “response to intervention” 
— a look at how efficiently the 
district spends its money.
 The district plans to “get control 
of special education expenses,” 
the group agreed, because special 
education intervention programs 
are currently using a substantial 
portion of district funds. Also, the 
district needs to be more careful 
in identifying students as disabled, 
administrators said. 
 Group members also agreed to 
place high priorities on accelerat-
ing English-language learner skills, 
increase parent participation and 
ensure that all personnel receive 
adequate Continuous Improve-
ment training.
 Elementary schools are facing 
crowding issues, administrators 
said, leading to a pledge to optimize 
space at the school sites.
 The goals will set the district’s 
focus for the next three to five years. 
Trustees, administrators and prin-
cipals will adopt final strategic plan 
goals in a few weeks. V

E-mail Susan Hong at 
shong@mv-voice.com

On the natural order of mathematics
PROFESSOR SAYS COURSES MUST BE TAUGHT IN SEQUENCE; DISTRICT DISAGREES

By Susan Hong

Educators hope that 
Mountain View High’s 
new approach to teach-

ing math will work for lagging 
students because, in the words 
of MVLA Associate Superinten-
dent Brigitte Sarraf, “Algebra is 
much more abstract than geom-
etry, and many of these students 
have as their preferred learning 
style a much more hands-on 
approach.”
 At least one educator, however, 
questions that logic.
 “I can think of nothing more 
abstract than a proof in geom-
etry,” said R. James Milgram, 
a Stanford University math-
ematics professor and co-author 
of the California mathematics 
framework.
 “Mathematics is the most hier-
archical subject that any student 
in their schooling [can take]. 

What you learn in third grade 
is essential for the core mate-
rial in fourth grade. Likewise the 
fourth grade material is essential 
for fifth grade. And you have to 
master fourth grade to have a 
reasonable chance in fifth grade. 
It goes on all the way through 
Algebra II,” he said.
 “You can’t skip pieces,” he 
added. “It’s just a measure of 
desperation. It won’t work and it 
can’t work.”
 The sequence of math topics 
has been refined and developed 
over many years, Milgram said, 
so concepts students learn in 
Algebra I are building blocks to 
geometry.
 Sarraf disagrees. She said the 
familiar sequence of math topics 
— from Algebra I to geometry 
to Algebra II — is primarily a 
creature of the U.S. educational 
system. Other countries use dif-
ferent models, she said.

 Ultimately, the high schools 
are taking on the burden of 
teaching children math sub-
jects that they should have 
learned earlier, both Sarraf and 
Milgram said. They agreed 
that remediation should not 
be handled at the high school 
level.
 “It’s much easier if you are in 
the first, second, third grade 
to help students catch up, to 
help students overcome being 
behind, than waiting to catch 
them up on seven, eight or nine 
years of missing standards,” 
Sarraf said. 
 The high school district is 
working closely with MV Whis-
man to fix the problem, Sarraf 
said. She noted that many of the 
students who fall behind in the 
elementary school district have 
moved in from other states or 
districts or are English language 
learners.  V

Only 6 percent of 
students from the Los 
Altos School District 

enter high school with 
below-grade-level 

math skills.

MATH
 Continued from page 5

MV Whisman sets down 
strategic goals

Mountain View 24/7
MountainViewOnline.com

Our Town Online



in four units of the complex.
 Built in the 1950s, the 72-acre 
complex at Moffett Field was home 
to Navy, Army, Air Force and 
National Guard families. Before 
the last residents moved out last 
year, trichloroethylene vapors had 
been detected in several homes at 
three times the allowable limit. 
The chemical, called TCE for 
short, is a known carcinogen once 
used as an industrial solvent.
 In 2002, a reporter from the 
Voice came across Sylvia and Eric 
Russel, two Orion Park residents 
who believed their daughter’s 
skin rashes were caused by play-
ing in the sandbox at Orion Park. 
Doctors said it was eczema, but 
“How do you get eczema in the 
summer?” asked Sylvia, whose 
husband, Sgt. 1st Class Eric Rus-
sell, was a computer programmer 
for the Army. 
 The couple said the Army did 
not pay them enough to move 
elsewhere. Other Orion residents 
told the Voice they were not con-
cerned and that they had been 
told what the risks were. 
 Military families are not likely 
to be as vocal about living above 
toxins as civilians, said Lenny Sie-
gel, a local expert on military base 
cleanups. On only one occasion 
did a member of a military family 
come to a meeting on the issue, he 
said. 
 Siegel said it was odd that pollu-
tion wasn’t found at the site until 
the late 1990s, long after other 
Superfund sites were discovered 
across Highway 101. If NASA’s 
findings are correct, the TCE con-
tamination may have been there 
for many decades.
 Despite criticism from the EPA, 
NASA and the Moffett Field Res-
toration Advisory Board, the Navy 
refused to test the air inside the 
homes at Orion Park until 2004, 
insisting that a computer program 
told them the homes were theo-
retically safe from TCE vapors. In 
2004, the Navy finally tested the 

indoor air of 22 vacant homes at 
Orion, three of which were found 
to have unsafe vapor levels (On 
Tuesday, the EPA said it found four 
homes with unsafe levels). 
 The Navy claimed the TCE 
vapors were coming from the 
outdoor air instead of out of the 
ground. Siegel called that argument 
a “sleight of hand.”
 While various agencies wrangled 
over the TCE contamination, new 
purposes were considered for the 
site. During San Francisco’s bid 
for the 2012 Olympics, Orion Park 
was a favored site for the Olympic 
Village, with dreams for a world-

class housing development there. 
 “It’s our first choice,” said Bay 
Area Sports Organizing Com-
mittee spokesperson Tony Win-
nicker in 2002. This prompted 
later concerns that the world’s top 
athletes would have lived atop a 
Superfund site.
 The idea never came to fruition, 
of course, and the 2012 Olympics 
was awarded to London. 
 Military housing developer 
Clark Pinnacle also had plans to 
build new homes on the site, but 
backed out, according to a 2005 
report. In 2003, Rafael Muniz, 
Clark Pinnacle’s project manager, 

explained that “we don’t know 
enough about the environmental 
issues at Moffett to know what the 
legal liability would be or how the 
financing would be affected.”
 Half of the property will soon 
become a training center for 
Army reservists, but watchdogs 
still believe the other half could 
become housing if the proper 
mitigations are taken. 
 NASA believes the sources of the 
TCE may have been a former dry 
cleaner and a farm’s septic tank 
that predated the housing. There 
is no evidence that the source is 
the so-called “MEW” Superfund 

site across Highway 101, though 
Navy studies have claimed this. 
Under Superfund law, Siegel said, 
the Navy will likely end up with 
the bill to clean the site.
 Until something is done, the 
multi-million dollar toxic mess is 
migrating slowly to NASA prop-
erty across the street. At the very 
least, NASA has asked that a bar-
rier be installed around the 
plume’s perimeter to stop it from 
moving any farther.   V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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University Transfer ≤Career Programs ≤Online Degrees ≤Personal Enrichment

BUILD SUCCESS
Start at Foothill College.

Classes start Sept. 24. Register now at www.foothill.edu.

You’re part of our success. Join us for our 50th Anniversary & New Facilities Opening Celebration.
Sept. 25, 4–7 p.m. ≤ Free Admission

Call for 
SPECIAL rate on 
gutter cleaning!

FREE
Roof Inspection

Take advantage of 
our special pre-Fall rates!

• Repairs            • Re-Roofs 
• Inspections     • Certifi cations

650-270-1192
Insured & Lic. 733482

ORION
 Continued from page 5



 Officials of the church, at the corner of Hope 
and Mercy streets, decided several weeks ago 
to offer its fellowship hall to the Day Worker 
Center, which is being forced to leave its home 
at Calvary Church on Escuela Street. 
 Some residents gingerly stated their con-
cerns at the hearing, citing concerns about 
property values, crime and whether the 
church should house undocumented workers 
who may or may not pay taxes. Day Worker 
Center board members and staff fielded ques-
tions, and proponents reassured neighbors 
that the site is only temporary.
 One neighbor said he was concerned that 
the presence of day workers inside the church 
and on the street would affect the value of his 
home. Those present were assured that the 
workers would not be loitering outside.
 “It’s a problem,” the neighbor said. “By 
putting the Day Worker Center here you are 
hurting me and my wallet. I beg of you to look 
for another location. I hope you don’t take it 
the wrong way.”
 One church member explained that the 
church had been wrestling with how it could 
contribute to the community for several 
years, and that “One thing we do have to offer 
is this space. It’s a good, solid gift to the com-
munity.”
 Some neighbors didn’t see it that way.
 “I’m sitting here next to people who have 
lived here for 60 years,” one neighbor said. 
“What makes you think we would welcome 
these gifts?”
 But just as many neighbors seemed to sup-

port the use of the site, with one saying she 
would be “proud to have it here.”
 “I would like to see this community open 
up their hearts so these people can have what 
we have,” said neighbor Jeannie Ortiz.
 Another neighbor expressed frustration 
that the center would add to problems she has 
experienced — her car had been vandalized 
and trash was left in her yard. 
 Police Officer Tony Lopez said he knew 
there would be questions about crime.
 “From a crime standpoint, there is no 
impact,” because there was no day worker-
related crime at the old site, he said.
 Board member Steve Olsen said peer pres-
sure is strong for the workers to not loiter 
or damage the center’s image, “because we 
know if we don’t take care of things we’ll be 
out on the street.”
 One selling point for the new site is that day 
workers could help with repairs to the aging 
church buildings. Trinity United has had to 
close down its nursery playground after find-
ing used syringes and drug paraphernalia in 
the sand box. Proponents said the workers 
could work on that and other much-needed 
repairs to the church. On a recent Monday 
morning, day workers were seen working in 
the playground area.
 “These people are here to make an honest 
living,” said Beby Wells, who teaches English 
at the center. 
 Despite the reassurances, one neighbor was 
still upset.
 “We have tried to make our concerns 
known and it seems like we’re just spitting 
in the wind,” he said. “I pay state taxes, I pay 
federal taxes.” He asked whether the work-

ers were documented and if they paid taxes, 
because, “if not, I’m not sure this is a good 
thing.” 
 He concluded by saying, “just find a place 
you are welcome.”
 This led to a wave of responses from board 
members, center supporters and day work-
ers themselves, who said workers often pay 
income taxes but aren’t likely to get any 
benefits from them. They also pay sales taxes 
and contribute benefits to the economy that 
everyone enjoys, said Matt Tompkins, office 
assistant for the center.
 As for traffic concerns, neighbors were told 
that day workers will primarily come on bike 
to the center because they don’t qualify for 
driver’s licenses. Contractors’ trucks are a rare 
sight, they said, and customers are usually 
homeowners who come in a steady trickle. 
 Over the years the center has operated 
under “benign neglect,” board member 
John Rinaldi said, because nearly every 
other day worker center in the state gets 
significant help from their city govern-
ments. Board members hope the city 
of Mountain View will step in when 
$200,000 in yearly funding dries up from 
the Silicon Valley Community Founda-
tion and various Catholic charities.
 “I believe that in this moment, this is the 
right place to be,” said center director Maria 
Marroquin.
 Associate city planner Melina Dennis told 
residents the city must approve an application 
for the site. A yet-to-be-scheduled zoning 
administration hearing will provide the public 
with another chance to speak on the issue. No 
City Council hearing will be necessary.  V
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DAY WORKER
 Continued from page 1

in the task force will be overwhelming.
 “There needs to be a process for decid-
ing which of the hundreds of people who 
will want to be on this task force will be 
selected,” Karney said.
 A presentation from PG&E helped 
lend credibility to the cause, and council 
members learned that over 50 percent of 
the state’s energy now comes from non-
carbon sources, including wind, solar and 
24 percent from nuclear power.
 The Sierra Club, the League of Women 
Voters and individual residents spoke in 
support of the city’s short-term goals. A 
workshop is scheduled for Sept. 7, where a 
computer program will be used to calculate 
the city’s baseline emissions from transpor-
tation, buildings and other sources.
 Means reiterated concerns that the pro-
gram be voluntary to ensure its popular-
ity. Possibilities for the future include a 
construction and demolition ordinance 
that could encourage green building 
practices, and the recycling of old building 
material. The city staff has also proposed 
a water-efficient landscaping ordinance. 
 Pear remained pessimistic, but said he 
hoped the coordinator would be skilled at 
obtaining grants, which other members said 
would be abundant for cities going green.
 Last week, the city was certified as a “green 
business” by Santa Clara County.    V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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 Continued from page 1
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Small Buildings for Sale
Convenient Mountain View Location

Prices Range From $430,000 to $1,155,000

The  ineyardV
A TYPICAL OFFICE SUITE
475 Whisman, Suite 300

 1251 SQUARE FEET
 LOBBY & CONFERENCE ROOM
 2 PVT OFFICES 1 CONFERENCE RM
 SPACE FOR 3 WORKSTATIONS
 KITCHENETTE W/SINK & FRIDGE
 BREAK AREA & BATHROOM
 CARPETING AND DROPPED CEILING
 FULLY AIR CONDITIONED

$517,374 AS SHOWN
(Furniture, work stations, 

office equipment not included)

Design Your Own Space Plan!

• An Exclusive Community for Business and Professionals
 • 425-495 Whisman Road (near Ellis St. off ramp from hwy 101)
   • 1133-8000+ square feet
     • 90% financing available

www.TheVineyardMV.com
Contact Exclusive Agents

KEVIN CUNNINGHAM
650.688.8521
kcunningham@ccarey.com

RICK BELL
408.982.8428
rbell@ccarey.com

CONCEPTUAL SPACE PLAN

ONLY 9 UNITS LEFT!
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Contact Mary at our 
Professional Studies Program 

for more information 
at 650.543.3945 

or mbakh@menlo.edu

www.menlo.edu/psp

❏ Accelerated evening 
courses

❏ Finish in as few as 
20 months

❏ Three start dates 
a year

✓

✓

✓

Degree Completion
for  

Working
Adults

Management Education
That Makes 

a Difference

the first city in the country to have 
free WiFi Internet access citywide 
thanks to Google. Only last week, 
Google announced that 15,000 
people use the system every month, 
with a 10 percent increase every 
month.
 Other highlights include: 

■ The city recycled an unprec-
edented 74 percent of its garbage 
last year.

■ The Police Activities League 
was re-launched.

■ The Charleston Plaza shopping 
center opened. (“We don’t put all of 
these near Palo Alto on purpose,” 
Duggan joked.)

■ The city saw an unprecedented 
influx in commercial development 
applications and a rise in commer-
cial property values.

■ A master plan was approved for 
over 400 homes at 100 Mayfield Ave.

■ Plans for housing moved for-
ward at the Grant Road farm and 
Satake nursery sites.
 As for the coming year, Macias 
said community gardens are slated 
to open on the Hetch Hetchy right-
of-way near Beatrice Street, and that 
a bridge over Moffett Boulevard 
would connect the last section of 
the Stevens Creek Trail that cur-
rently requires a street crossing. 
Also:

■ A new maintenance facility 
will replace portables at Shoreline 
Park.

■ The city’s 17-year old fire truck 
fleet will be replaced.

■ Cuesta Annex could see a his-
tory museum, preserved oak trees 
and other passive uses.

■ The city will adopt a new focus 
on after-school programs and other 
youth-oriented services.

■ The Stevens Creek Trail tun-
nel under El Camino Real will be 
completed by the end of the year, 
with trail construction continuing 
to Sleeper Avenue in 2008.

■ Updates are expected for the 
city’s General Plan. “Remember to 
participate in that,” Macias said. V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

3,400 homes are now in the devel-
opment pipeline
1,600 of Google’s 10,000 employ-
ees live in Mountain View; 2,000 
live in San Francisco
39,000 of Mountain View’s 
73,000 people are employed, down 
from 45,000 in 2000
60 percent of Mountain View’s 
residents rent their homes
1 to 2 percent of the city’s open space 
has been lost to recent development
5,000 to 6,000 businesses are 
located in Mountain View; 110 of 
them are biotech
17 years is the tenure of city manager 
Kevin Duggan, who “apparently doesn’t 
want to leave,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss

■  MOUNTAIN VIEW
BY THE NUMBERS

CITY
 Continued from page 5
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The City Council had a choice last week: Approve pur-
chase of a badly needed mini-park at the end of West 
Dana Street north of Shoreline Road, or back out of the 

deal at the behest of neighbors fearful of badly-behaving teens 
from the neighborhood.
 We believe the council made the right call, opting on a 4-3 
vote to pay $1.6 million for the property, despite concerns of 
nearby residents that a park could bring nothing but trouble.
 Park supporters must concede that current conditions in the 
neighborhood, including illegal activities, justify (in the short 
term) some hesitancy in acquiring the park site. And those 
conditions are what convinced Mayor Laura Macias and coun-
cil members Jac Siegel and Ronit Bryant to vote against buying 
the property. 
 But despite hearing spirited testimony in opposition from neigh-
bors, a majority prevailed on a 4-3 vote. It was a good call for many 
reasons, not the least of which is that opportunities to purchase 
such infill parcels of property do not come around very often. To 
pass up this parcel simply because of short-term problems with 
unruly young adults strikes us as short-sighted in the extreme.
 Instead of backing away, the prevailing four council members 
said they would attempt to immediately clean up any current 
misbehavior in the neighborhood. That is a good first step, and 
more will have to be done to make this L-shaped lot, with lim-
ited access and sightlines, into a safe and viable park.
 Residents who opposed the park were concerned that police 
would not be able to prevent nighttime criminal activity due 
to the poor visibility and access. The nearby Victory Outreach 
halfway house for gang members was another reason cited by 
opponents, who are concerned that the park would become a 
haven for gang activity.
 These are valid concerns that should be addressed immedi-
ately by the city, whether the park purchase goes through or 
not. But there are other ways for the city to address these prob-
lems, including making a strong effort to purchase the corner 
parcel that would turn the park into a square shape.
 We would urge the neighbors who fear criminal activity to 
work together with police and the relevant city departments to 
design a well-lighted space that would benefit the entire neigh-
borhood. During last week’s hearing, council member Matt 
Pear noted that some years ago a similar crime-laden spot in 
his neighborhood was cleaned up by residents, who used video 
cameras to record gang activity at the park. 
 West Dana property owners could do the same, in coopera-
tion with the Police Department. If gang members and other 
nefarious characters hear that criminal activity will not be tol-
erated, it is likely that many, if not all, will avoid using the park 
as their personal fiefdom. Such an effort would require a work-
ing commitment from neighbors, but in the end it will be more 
than worth the price.

Good call on 
new mini-park

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

Founding Editor, Kate Wakerly

■  E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

■  S TA F F

EDITORIAL MISSED 
THE POINT ON CI
Editor:
 Last week’s editorial, “School’s 
new paradigm could come with 
a price” appears to miss the point 
of the Continuous Improvement 
(CI) program instituted by Moun-
tain View Whisman Superinten-
dent Maurice Ghysels.
 The purpose of CI is to give 
teachers and students more effec-
tive communication and feedback 
tools. Rather then placing the 
inmates in charge of the asylum, 
as your editorial implies, I believe 
the district’s goal is to improve the 
quality and quantity of feedback 
that teachers receive, enabling 
them to better implement their 
lesson plans.
 Good teachers, the sort found 
throughout the district, have 
always sought ways to better 
engage their pupils, and Ghy-
sels and his excellent staff have 
deployed a tool with the goal of 
accomplishing exactly this.
 I have not witnessed a prolifera-
tion of “corporate-world jargon” 
on my children’s campus; rather, 
I have seen engaged, involved edu-
cators with a new arrow in their 
quiver. The early adopters of the 
CI methodology are among our 
district’s best and brightest, and 
should be applauded for choosing 
to take on this extra workload for 
the benefit of their students.
 I do not believe that CI is a 
fundamental change in the cur-
riculum. Rather, if CI lives up 
to its early promise, our teachers 
will receive more useful feedback 
from their classrooms, and our 
kids will directly benefit from 
better-informed teachers. Educat-
ing our children is not a “one size 
fits all” proposition.
 Since taking the helm as super-
intendent, Ghysels has worked 
tirelessly to improve the educa-

tional experience for the children 
of Mountain View. He is a skilled 
educator and a true leader within 
our community. I commend his 
creative approach and willingness 
to innovate. I have every confi-
dence in the success of CI under 
his direction.

Mike Cobb 
Nilda Avenue 

DISTRICT SHOOTS 
THE MOON WITH CI
Editor:
 NASA could learn a thing or 
two from our local school district. 
They’ve gone to the moon at a very 
low cost with their “Continuous 
Improvement” education concept. 
When did the district trustees and 
teachers decide they needed their 
students help to do their job? Are 
the teachers really buying this fairy 
tale or is it a district song-and-
dance solo?
 I find the CI concept placing far 
too much emphasis on the K-8 
student’s ability to see their own 
needs more clearly than an educa-
tion professional. Instead, the very 
best schools seem to take the confi-
dent position, “We have something 
valuable to teach you. You may 
even enjoy learning this material. 
Now let’s get to work.” By contrast, 
MV Whisman seems to be chasing 
butterflies in “uncharted territory” 
with a tennis net.
 Geez, Louise, stop with the cor-
porate jingles and fads. Education 
isn’t rocket science. It’s much more 
important work that takes dedica-
tion, persistence and love. There 
are already great techniques and 
practices in abundance — ask any 
teacher. Someone needs to drop the 
anchor on this boat before it sinks.

Allen Price 
Velarde Street 

■  L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

  See LETTERS, page 15
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Schools got short shrift 
in Voice coverage 

By Barbara Saxton

Ihave lived in Mountain View 
for almost a quarter century. 
My husband and I own a home 

here, our two children attended 
local elementary and high schools, 
and I have taught language arts at 
Crittenden Middle School for the 
past seven years. 
 As a community member and 
reader of the Voice, I am try-
ing to figure out what my local 
community newspaper hoped 
to accomplish with 1) a front-
page article highlighting the fact 
that, on average, Mountain View 
Whisman seventh and eighth 
graders’ CST proficiency levels 
fell on 2007 achievement tests 
(“Local middle schoolers lag in 
STAR tests,” Aug. 24), and 2) an 
editorial warning that all of our 
students could “pay a high price” 
if recently adopted “Continuous 
Improvement” systems “fail to 
meet expectations” (“School’s 
new paradigm could come with 
a price,” Aug. 24). 
 As our schools re-open for 
what we hope will be a hugely 
successful year, could you have 
been more negative?
 I am not disputing the district-
wide numbers in the front-page 
article. I do wish, however, that 
the Voice had taken the time 
to point out that some of our 
schools’ scores in fact improved 
from previous years. This is a 
local newspaper, and residents 
would have liked to see how 
their neighborhood schools per-
formed, not just the averages for 
seventh and eighth graders. 
 I also agree with our school 
board president, Fiona Walter, 
that overall declines in eighth 
grade English and math per-
formance are “scary.” Equally 
scary, however, is a failure of 
our community newspaper to 
acknowledge any of our district 
students’ hard work, and their 
many successes. 
 Yes, many of our students do not 
score in the “proficient” categories, 
but many second language stu-
dents (and their teachers) sweat 
blood just to move up one category 
(from “far below basic” to “basic”) 
on tests that are designed for native 
English speakers. Watching stu-
dents bravely giving their all every 
spring testing period, then getting 
told that moving up to any terri-
tory less than “proficient” means 
nothing: That’s truly scary. 

 Also, why do our many middle 
school students who achieve 
proficiency, or who move up 
to advanced status in math or 
language arts, get no press at 
all? Eighty percent of my eighth 
grade language arts students 
scored proficient or advanced on 
the 2007 CST; as a reward, they 
read in their local paper how 
“local middle schoolers lag.” Did 
the Voice even notice that Castro 
Elementary and Crittenden’s 
scores actually went up last year? 
That’s huge, but apparently not 
worth any ink.
 As for Continuous Improve-
ment, I am one of the teachers 
who has been trained. To be 
honest, I initially viewed the 
program as another expensive 
educational flash in the pan. 
 After only five days’ immersion 
in the program, and after imple-
menting some of the system 
in my own classrooms already 
this year, I am very excited and 
optimistic about the program’s 
potential. Superintendent Mau-
rice Ghysels and our current 
school board members should be 
commended for their foresight 
and bravery, not chastised in our 
local newspaper for contribut-
ing to the “privatization” of our 
public schools. 
 As someone who spent 20 years 
in the corporate arena before 
becoming a teacher, I can tell you 
that schools, CI notwithstand-
ing, are a long way from being 
run like businesses, and thank 
goodness for that!
 Likewise, thinking of our stu-
dents as “customers and stake-
holders” is not “distasteful or 
dangerous,” as stated in your 
editorial. Giving students too 
little responsibility for setting, 
achieving, and articulating their 
goals (even at a very young 
age) is what’s problematic. CI 
techniques help administrators, 
teachers and students find the 
common ground and expecta-
tions that will enable classrooms 
to run smoothly and efficiently. 
 Please continue to publish 
articles and opinion pieces about 
our schools. I only ask that your 
reporting be as fair and complete 
as possible, and that pessimism 
be withheld until more informa-
tion is available.

Barbara Saxton lives on 
San Marcos Circle. 

S I N C E  1 9 6 3

DEAN’S AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
2037 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94043
www.deansautomotive.com

Open Monday - Friday 8 am - 5:30 pm

SERVICE EXCELLENCE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Call us at 650-961-0302 for an appointment.
We invite you to get to know us; we believe you’ll be glad you did.

Our Expertise: Ford, Subaru, Toyota, Honda, Volvo, Jeep, 
Volkswagen, Nissan, Infiniti, Chevrolet, Mercedes, BMW and all Hybrids.

How we care for you:
• Unparalleled customer service
•  Detailed invoices presented with 

thorough explanations
• Free shuttle service
•  Night and early drop-off 

and pick-up
•  Discounted car rentals

• Best warranty in industry: 
24 month/24,000 mile on 
parts and labor

• Comfortable customer waiting room
• 90 day interest free payment plan 

available
• Service reminder program
• Referral reward program

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N
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Come join us for traditional high holiday services and 
inovative programs throughout the year.

Rosh Hashana:   Wednesday eve., September 12, 
Thursday morning, September 13 
and Friday morning September 14

Yom Kippur:   Friday eve., September 21, 
Saturday morning, September 22 

To reserve seats or to speak with Rabbi Yitzchok Feldman, 
please call 650-857-1800

Emek Beracha
4102 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

An orthodox community for everyone

HHigh Holy Days 5768 
at Keddem Congregation 

Keddem is a community-led, Reconstructionist Jewish  
congregation, passionately committed to infusing  

tradition with new meaning. 

 

��� ����� 
Palo Alto, CA 

· Inclusive 
· Egalitarian 

· Participatory 
· Questioning 

· Reconstructionist 

For information or 
reservations: 

650-494-6400 
www.Keddem.org 

hhd_reservations@ 
Keddem.org 

Everyone is welcome to attend 
our High Holy Day services at 

no charge, as space permits, at 
Cubberley Community Center, 
4000 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto. 

Advance reservations required 

RRosh Hashanah 
Wed, Sept 12: 7:30 pm 

Thu, Sept 13: 9:30 am 
Junior Congregation: 9:45 am 

Young Children’s Service: 10 am 
Tashlich walk: 4:00 pm, Byxbee 

Park, Palo Alto Baylands (go right 
at end of Embarcadero Rd) 

Fri, Sept 14: 9:30 am 

YYom Kippur 
Fri, Sept 21, Kol Nidrey: 7 pm 
Collection of nonperishable food
for Ecumenical Hunger Project 

Sat, Sept 22: 9:30 am 
Junior Congregation: 9:45 am 

Young Children’s Service: 10 am
Afternoon workshops and 

Jonah play 
Mincha, Yizkor, Ne’ilah: 5:00 pm 

The High Holy Days

INSPIRATIONS
A RESOURCE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND ONGOING 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES. TO INQUIRE ABOUT OR MAKE SPACE 
RESERVATIONS FOR INSPIRATIONS PLEASE CONTACT

BLANCA YOC AT 326-8210 x221 OR EMAIL 
BYOC@PAWEEKLY.COM

Learn how to turn your grass, leaves and
kitchen scraps into nutritious soil for your garden

and get a compost bin at a discounted rate.

Register by calling the Rotline at (408) 918-4640
or visit www.ReduceWaste.org for a class schedule.

Brought to you by:

FREE COMPOST
WORKSHOP

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

FREE COMPOSTWORKSHOP
IN MOUNTAINVIEW

Saturday September 15, 10AM - 12 NOON

Community Center
at Rengstorff Park

Pre-Registration Required

Continuous Improvement deserves a chance
By Craig Stephens 

and Beverly Smolich

The Voice editorial of Aug. 
24 (“School’s new para-
digm could come with a 

price”) is needlessly cynical about 
“Continuous Improvement” as a 
strategy for improving student 
performance in the Mountain 
View-Whisman School District. 
 As parents who have been 
deeply involved in local schools 
for years, we know that we have 
capable, hard-working teach-
ers, administrators, parents and 
students in MVWSD. But our 
district, like most in California, 
faces enormous challenges in 
working with an increasingly 
diverse student population, in 
an educational context where 
resources are often limited and 
state and federal standards are 
constantly evolving. The results 
can seem disheartening.
 So, if business as usual isn’t 
giving us the results we want, 
is it unreasonable to try a new 
approach? There’s no question 
that Superintendent Maurice 
Ghysels is trying to shake things 

up. But Silicon Valley was built 
by individuals and companies 
who shook up the establishment, 
and in doing so literally changed 
the world. Dr. Ghysels seems to 
have been paying attention. CI 
may not be a panacea for the 
problems of public schools, and 
it almost certainly won’t work 
perfectly in every classroom 
— but if it simply lives up to its 
name, we’ll be heading in the 
right direction. 
 It is hard for us to see CI as 
the potentially radical threat the 
editorial implies. Teachers will 
not be compelled by CI to subor-
dinate their years of experience 
to “the whims of children.” CI 
does not eliminate the teacher 
as the primary guide in a child’s 
educational experience, but it 
does try to encourage children 
to take a more active role in 
directing their education, as a 
motivational tool. Most parents 
would agree that kids are more 
enthusiastic about activities they 
have had some role in choosing 
or designing.
 Finally, thinking of students 
and parents as “customers” and 

“stakeholders” is not necessarily 
a bad thing. Our school system 
exists to serve the educational 
needs of its students. The busi-
ness analogy should not be 
stretched too far — a school 
system that behaved like the 
local Target store, changing its 
merchandise to keep up with 
every fashion trend, would be 
hopelessly ineffective. But the 
customer/stakeholder terminol-
ogy serves as a reminder to teach-
ers and administrators to always 
be aware of student needs and 
parent concerns. 
 From a practical stand-
point, such language also tac-
itly acknowledges that public 
schools are competing with pri-
vate schools, which explicitly 
recognizes students and parents 
as “customers.” That’s just one of 
the many challenges our public 
school system faces. 
 CI may not be a cure-all, but we 
are happy to support a superinten-
dent and school district that are 
willing to boldly move forward.  

Craig Stephens and Beverly 
Smolich live on Anna Avenue 

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N
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Community Wellness Lecture Series
Presented by the Health Library & Resource Center — A PlaneTree Affiliate

Wednesday, September 5      7–8 pm
Incontinence: A Common But Treatable 
Problem Among Women
Sari R. Levine, MD, El Camino Hospital Urologist
City of Sunnyvale Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale

Wednesday, September 19      7–8 pm
MRSA — the SuperBug: Are You at Risk?
Daniel Shin, MD, El Camino Hospital Infectious Disease Specialist
El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria, 2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

To register and for more information call 800-216-5556

the right care. right here.

2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

Congress approves 
new charitable 
giving opportunity

Are you interested in being
able to withdraw funds from
your traditional or Roth IRA
tax-free? Are you at least 701/2 years old and do you

want to help El Camino Hospital continue 
to provide compassionate, quality care in 
our community?

For information call Carol Lillibridge, 
director of gift planning at 650-988-7693.
All inquiries are completely confidential and
without obligation.

Clearing the air on flood basin
WATER DISTRICT HAS BEEN UP-FRONT WITH ITS PROPOSAL FOR CUESTA ANNEX 

By Beau Goldie 

In an opinion piece last month, 
Robert Schick presented some 
of his concerns regarding the 

proposed Cuesta Annex flood 
basin (“Flood basin editorial is all 
wet,” July 13). While we appreciate 
Mr. Schick sharing his opinion, the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
would like to clarify and correct 
several of his points. 
 Mr. Schick refers to “presenta-
tions in private” to the Mountain 
View City Council, Chamber of 
Commerce and the Mountain View 
Voice. All presentations by Water 
District staff to the City Council 
and to the Chamber of Commerce 
have been made during open regu-
larly scheduled meetings. 
 Mr. Schick is accurate in stating 
that the Water District has reached 
out to the public. We recently held 
two scoping meetings on May 16 
and May 19. The meetings were 
announced in major local news-
papers and invited 11,000 residents 
local to the project area. 
 The purpose of these meetings 
was to listen to the community’s 

issues and concerns on the con-
ceptual project alternatives. The 
district is trying to gather many 
points of view, issues and options 
on the project to fully inform its 
board of directors. 
 The district will be schedul-
ing additional meetings for the 
public later this winter to present 
the proposed project in a draft 
environmental impact report. At 
these meetings we will be seeking 
comments on the proposed proj-
ect, which will have more details 
than the conceptual alternatives 
presented in May. These meetings 
will also be publicly announced via 
letter and newspaper. 
 District staff is also available to 
meet with any groups to discuss 
the project and identify concerns, 
issues or other options.
 We believe that the district’s con-
cept for flow detention at Cuesta 
Park and Cuesta Annex can work 
with the City Council’s accepted 
Concept B master plan. The dis-
trict is always willing to work 
collaboratively with community 
members to develop site details to 
address everyone’s objectives for 

the park and annex. 
 In this era of declining budgets 
and the need to accomplish more 
benefits for the public with fewer 
resources, it is vital to develop 
solutions that serve more than one 
purpose. Cuesta Park and Annex 
can be a wonderful natural and 
historic amenity and provide flood 
protection for more than 3,000 
Mountain View and Los Altos 
properties and residents. 
 With the proposed project, the 
community has the opportunity 
to not only receive flood protec-
tion but the removal of 1.3 miles 
of concrete, preservation of 1.6 
miles of creek, enhancement of 
more than eight acres of habitat, 
and addition of .4 miles of trails in 
the city of Mountain View.
 More information on the Per-
manente Creek Project can be 
found online at www.valleywa-
ter.org or by calling the project 
manager, Afshin Rouhani, at 
(408) 265-2607, Ext. 2616.

Beau Goldie is deputy operating 
officer of watershed operations for the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District.

T H ESPEAKING UP 
SINCE 1992

LETTERS
 Continued from page 12

KUDOS FOR CI INITIATIVE
Editor:
 I am encouraged to see the 
Mountain View Whisman district 
commit to engaging students in a 
process that builds character as 
they learn at a personal level that 
will last for a lifetime.
 Gaining system-wide alignment 
between administrators, teachers, 
parents and students on vision, 
goals and the process of learn-
ing will increase the possibility 
of superior results. The “whims 
of children” will be managed by 
professional educators willing to 
appreciate that actually listening 
to their students can inform them 
of barriers to improvement.
 Anyone who views the video 
about CI provided at the MV 
Whisman Web site should be 
able to tell that those involved in 
the program are excited about 
its potential. Congratulations to 
Ghysels and the MV Whisman 
board for their initiative to take the 
district far beyond what Califor-
nia Standards and No Child Left 
Behind can ever hope to achieve.
 As a volunteer tutor at Mountain 
View High School, I look forward 
to MV Whisman’s students bring-
ing their new skills of learning and 
involvement to the next level in 
the educational system.

Dan Robertson 
Bruckner Circle 

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N



We found a natural ingredient  
that helps fight plaque

right in here.

We found a natural ingredient  
that helps fight plaque

right in here.

Dear friends,

Like you, everyone at Tom’s of Maine is concerned about the artificial ingredients in many personal care 
products today. So let’s talk about natural solutions. More than just a great source of shade on a hot 
summer day, birch trees provide our toothpaste with xylitol, a natural ingredient that helps fight plaque. 
Xylitol comes from plants, fruits, and vegetables. And it’s one of the many safe, natural ingredients that 
make our Whole Care™ toothpaste so effective. Whole Care™ fights plaque, controls tartar, whitens teeth, 
and prevents cavities without the use of artificial ingredients. 

Our mission is to make authentic natural products that not only work for you, but also work for the 
environment and our communities. We share your belief that products should be produced in a sustainable 
way. Our goal is to source ingredients from organic farms that practice sustainable harvesting and
always avoid animal ingredients and animal testing. We believe in bringing out the best in nature,
because nature brings out the best in us. We hope 
you’ll enjoy our Whole Care™ toothpaste. Let us know 
what you think!

– Tom & Kate Chappell, 

cofounders of Tom’s of Maine

Join a community that cares about natural, sustainable living. 

letstalktoms.com • 1.800.FOR.TOMS
PETA certified

Birch tree (Betula sp.)
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