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‘Mr. White Boy was in the Norteños’
STABBING SUSPECT’S FATE A SHOCK TO LOCAL MOM, WHO KNEW HIM AS A BOY

By Daniel DeBolt

Except for a few bumps in the road, Jacob 
DeWitt had a normal upbringing in 
Mountain View, say local residents who 

knew him. When he was a boy, his 
dad coached the local Little League 
team and his mom baked cookies 
for parties at Landels Elementary 
School. 
 Today, the 19-year-old sits in jail, 
accused of stabbing a young man 
gangland-style on Escuela Avenue 
in early January. It’s a contrast that 
Muriel Sivyer-Lee, whose sons 
grew up with DeWitt, can’t get her 
head around.
 “I was surprised,” Sivyer-Lee said, upon 
hearing of DeWitt’s alleged crimes. “Mr. 
White Boy, with beautiful blue eyes and 
long eyelashes, was in the Norteños. I don’t 

know how Jacob went from playing base-
ball on the Rockies with his dad to stabbing 
someone in the side.” 
 According to police, DeWitt and fellow 
Norteño gang member George Oseida, 21, 

attacked the victim 
on Sunday, Jan. 6 at 
3:30 p.m. outside his 
apartment complex 
on the 600 block 
of Escuela Avenue, 
stabbing him repeat-
edly in the torso and 
punching him in 
the head. When the 
attackers left, the 

victim, whose identity is being withheld, 
went to a neighbor who called police. He 
says he did not know his attackers.
 Police determined the attack was gang-
related, and the victim later identified 

DeWitt and Oseida in a photo line-up. The 
two suspects were arrested Jan. 14 during 
a car stop on the Highway 85 off-ramp to 
Moffett Boulevard. 
 Police spokesperson Liz Wylie said DeWitt 

was a registered gang member, a 
status relatively difficult to attain 
but made possible by his record 
as a juvenile. She said he also has 
numerous tattoos on his arms 
and legs, some displaying his gang 
affiliation. 
    In fact, Wylie said, Mountain View 
police were so familiar with DeWitt 
that officers were able to guess his 
identity — and quickly assemble the 

photo line-up — based on his description. 
The victim, who is recovering from multiple 
stab wounds, identified DeWitt as the one 

  See STABBING, page 8

George OseidaJacob DeWitt

School districts 
see budget 

storm coming
MOUNTAIN VIEW WHISMAN 

COULD LOSE $3 MILLION 
UNDER GOVERNOR’S 

PROPOSED CUTS
By Casey Weiss

Local school officials say they are 
hoping for the best and planning for 
the worst as they assess what could 

happen if the state slashes the educa-
tion budget as promised by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.
 At a board meeting last week, officials 
of the Mountain View Whisman School 
District estimated they would lose up to 
$3 million if the state legislature passes the 
governor’s proposed budget. 
 Chief financial officer Craig Goldman 
laid out the initial budget assessment 
during the meeting. The district hopes to 
raise revenue by renewing a local parcel 
tax and renting out classrooms to sum-
mer camps, he said — but if the governor’s 
proposal passes, cuts to school programs 
cuts would be inevitable.

  See SCHOOLS, page 12

Means: Say 
what you mean

NEW MAYOR CALLS FOR CONCISE 
MEETINGS, CLEAR DIRECTIONS 

FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
By Daniel DeBolt

When incoming Mayor Tom Means 
told the Voice what his goals were 
for the year, he didn’t talk about 

fixing major problems like transportation, 
crime or housing. He said he simply wanted 
to make sure council meetings didn’t run 
late into the night, and that the council spoke 
with clear direction.

  See COUNCIL, page 11

SOGGY PUPPY:
Dozer, a 1-year-old pit bull mix, plays at Shoreline Dog Park on a rainy afternoon last Friday. The rains continued off and on 
throughout the week.
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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  |   LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

SANTA CLARA ■ Highly desirable Park Plan 
III in beautiful Rivermark! Bright and spacious 
3bd/2.5ba end-unit is in one of the most sought 
after locations in Rivermark!  $799,000

Stephanie Schley

SANTA CLARA ■ Great investment opportu-
nity near Santa Clara University.  Convenient 
location near shopping, freeway and bus lines. 
2bd/1ba with HW floors.  $750,000

Cheryl Okuno

SAN JOSE/WILLOW GLEN ■ Adorable 
2bd/1ba home on a large 12,196+/- sf lot. Beautiful 
grounds with redwood trees, lawns and pond! 
Great Willow Glen location. $995,000

Julian Cervantes

Mary Marley

SUNNYVALE ■ Spacious and updated home 
with 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, LR and DR, eat-in 
kitchen, large family room and lovely yard with 
pool. Excellent Cupertino schools.  $1,100,000

CUPERTINO ■ Nestled in the foothills with the 
best Cupertino schools. 4bd/2.5ba with fabulous 
chef´s kitchen, recessed lighting, HW flooring. 
Networked w/ CAT-5 wiring. $1,549,000

Mona SanderCheryl Okuno

SANTA CLARA ■ 4bd/2ba home, 1760+/- sf. 
Remodeled kitchen with top-of-the-line applianc-
es, granite counters, hardwood floors, double-
paned windows, + remodeled baths.  $825,000

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Cute 3bd/2ba town-
home with remodeled kitchen, hardwood floors, 
lots of storage, + indoor laundry. This unit is very 
private + complex has a pool. $649,000

Cheryl Okuno

CAMPBELL ■ Tastefully remodeled and updat-
ed throughout. 3bd/2ba home + 2bd/1ba guest 
unit. Great location, close to schools, shops, + 
transportation. 10,454+/- sf lot. $910,000

Sue Dumas

MO U N TA I N VI E W ■ Turn-the-key and 
move-into this upgraded condominium. 1ba/1ba 
corner unit offers 855+/- sf. Complex features a fit-
ness center, pool + spa. $385,000

Kathy Bridgman



Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N

Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Nicole Baldocchi.

What is your favorite 
movie and why?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

STRAIGHT TEETH ARE WITHIN YOUR REACH… Ask us how!

YOUR SMILE SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU. IF YOU LET IT.

© 2007 Align Technology, Inc, All Rights Reserved

Call today to schedule your 
FREE Invisalign® Consultation.

650-964-2626
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A

Mountain View (Corner of El Camino Real and Calderon)

Invisalign Day – February 15, 2008
Complimentary Consultation with

David R. Boschken, D.M.D.

Dr. Boschken is an Elite Provider for Invisalign (top 1% in the world).  He has treated over 850 Invisalign patients.

~PLUS~
$250 Off 

Invisalign Treatment
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“ ‘Godfather.’ 
    It’s a classic.”

    Paco Ruiz, Mountain View

“ ‘Ocean’s Eleven’ — 
    I thought that was great.”

    Rebecca Bell, 
    Mountain View

“ ‘Gone with the Wind’ 
    because I love the way 
    Vivien Leigh played 
    Scarlett O’Hara.” 

     Aminah Powell, 
     Brisbane, Australia

“ ‘Philadelphia.’ 
    I don’t know, I just like it.”

    Yalchin Helvaci, 
    Mountain View



LocalNews

■  P O L I C E L O G

■  C R I M E W AT C H

ROBBERY, 900 BLOCK W. 
MIDDLEFIELD RD., 1/23
 A 15-year-old was walking on Middle-
field Road near Moffett Boulevard when 
he was suddenly attacked from behind. The 
suspect, also 15, held a knife to the victim’s 
throat and stole his iPod. He then ran off.
 Officers later located him by matching 
the description given by the victim, and 
discovered that he had the victim’s iPod 
with him. He was arrested for robbery.

ROBBERY, WELLS FARGO 
BANK, CUESTA DR., 1/25
 An unidentified man entered the bank 
and handed the teller a note demanding 
money. He then left on foot; it is unknown 
if he got into a vehicle. 
 The suspect was described as a black 
male in his 20s, about 5 foot 8 inches to 
5 foot 10 inches tall, with a thick build. 
He was wearing a champagne-colored 
leather cap, a brown suede jacket and thick 
prescription eyeglasses.

AUTO BURGLARY
100 Block E. El Camino Real, 1/22
1900 Block Grant Rd., 1/23
1300 Block San Domar Dr., 1/24
400 Block Showers Dr., 1/25
400 Block Showers Dr., 1/25
400 Block Showers Dr., 1/25
200 Block View St., 1/26
600 Block Showers Dr., 1/27
YMCA, 1/27
700 Block Mariposa Ave., 1/28

BATTERY
400 Block Ortega Ave., 1/23
Wal-Mart, 1/26
2000 Block California St., 1/28

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
2500 Block California St., 1/22
2600 Block California St., 1/22
2500 Block Old Middlefield Rd., 1/23
600 Block Showers Dr., 1/24
2400 Old Middlefield Way, 1/25
900 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/26
500 N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/26
2500 Block Charleston Rd., 1/28
600 Block Clyde Ave., 1/28

EMBEZZLEMENT
2400 Block Old Middlefield Way, 1/24

GRAND THEFT
24Hour Fitness, 1/22
200 Block Mariposa Ave., 1/23
500 Block Showers Dr., 1/23
100 Block N. Whisman Rd., 1/23
700 Block Castro St., 1/25

MISSING PERSON - ADULT
1100 Block Terra Bella Ave., 1/23

MISSING PERSON - JUVENILE
800 Block San Veron Ave., 1/28

PETTY THEFT
Costco, 1/22
700 Block W. Middlefield Rd., 1/23
1800 Block W. Middlefield Rd., 1/23
100 Block Castro St., 1/24
1200 Block Dale Ave., 1/24
2600 Block Fayette Dr., 1/24
Costco, 1/25
Wal-Mart, 1/25
Costco, 1/25
500 Block Franklin St., 1/25
Target, 1/25
800 Block Alice Ave., 1/26
600 Block S. Rengstorff Ave., 1/26
200 Block Castro St., 1/26
900 Block San Leandro Ave., 1/27

ROBBERY
900 Block W. Middlefield Rd., 1/23
Wells Fargo-Cuesta Dr., 1/25
Rite Aid-Grant Rd., 1/25

STOLEN VEHICLE
1500 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/23
200 Block S. Rengstorff Ave., 1/24
1500 Block W. Middlefield Rd., 1/27

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
1000 Block Wentworth St., 1/22
2200 Block Rock St., 1/23
2600 Block W. El Camino Real, 1/24
600 Block Mariposa Ave., 1/25
Century 16 Cinema, 1/26
900 Block W. El Camino Real, 1/26

VANDALISM
1400 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/23
Alta Vista, 1/24
4300 Block Collins Ct., 1/24
1000 Block Washington St., 1/26
2400 Block Charleston Rd., 1/27

Monday-Friday
8am-5:30pm

2037 Old Middlefi eld Way
Mountain View, CA 94043

www.deansautomotive.com

Attention Hybrid Owners!
Bring your Hybrid to the only independent automotive service facility 
in the area with two Master Hybrid Service Technicians on 
their staff – Dean’s Automotive.

In addition to our technical expertise, we provide exceptional 
customer service, supported by our 24,000 mile/24 month warranty 
on parts and labor.

Call us today at 

650-961-0302
We look forward
to serving you!

Service Excellence With 
a  Personal Touch

BMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com

Dallas 
Black 
Dance 

Th eatre 

Matinee Performance
Thurs., Feb. 7 • 3 p.m.
General Admission, $20

Evening Performance
Fri., Feb. 8 • 8 p.m.
General Admission, $25; 
Students with I.D., $15

Group rates available. 
Tickets on sale at (650) 949-7360 or 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/7969
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Classic 
pincer 

movement
By Don Frances

LAST REMINDER: The Rota-
ry Club will hold its annual 
Crab Feed this Saturday, Feb. 

2, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mountain View Buddhist Temple. 
Something like 400 people are 
expected to attend.
 Also, the club’s online silent 
auction — which has been hum-
ming along since Jan. 18, offering 
everything “ from exotic vaca-
tion getaways to donated items 
guaranteed to delight and sur-
prise” — will culminate with a 
live auction at Saturday’s event.
 According to club organizers, 
both auction and crab feed are 
fundraisers designed to help the 
club carry on its good works, typi-
cally local grants and scholarships, 
and sometimes much more. 
 To order Crab Feed tickets 
online, go to http://mvrotary-
crabfeed.eventbrite.com. To put 
in your bid on the online auction, 
go to www.mvrotary.cmarket.
com. Or just show up Saturday 
at the Buddhist Temple, 575 N. 
Shoreline Blvd. 

THE OBAMA people warn that 
they’ll be out canvassing Moun-
tain View this Saturday, so if 
you’re against “change” and 
“hope,” you better have your 
ripostes ready.
 As for me, I’ll be issuing my 
ripostes in the polling booth 
Tuesday, where I’ll cast (among 
other things) a “no” vote for all 
state propositions, as always.

IN OTHER voting-related non-
news, the “American Idol” judges 
appear to have finally lost their 
minds. Great singing talents are 
cast aside, while mediocre kooks 
are sent to Hollywood with acco-
lades. What’s going on? 
 Personally, I think they’re get-
ting bored, and are ready to tank 
the show over it. V

District 
readies 

programs 
for English 
learners
MOUNTAIN VIEW 

WHISMAN ADDRESSES 
ACHIEVEMENT GAP 

FOR LATINO 
STUDENTS

By Casey Weiss

As the Mountain View 
Whisman School Dis-
trict continues to see 

a steady increase in English 
language learners — and a 
consistent achievement gap 
among these students — 
teachers in the district have 
begun efforts to combat the 
trend.
 Central to the efforts is 
the district’s English Lan-
guage Learners Committee, 
which formed in September 
to address the needs of these 
students. Committee mem-
bers have been observing pro-
grams in other districts and 
say they’ve identified a lack 
of adequate developmental 
materials and teacher train-
ing. In response, the commit-
tee has begun piloting its own 
development materials.
 According to the state, more 
than 40 percent of Mountain 
View Whisman’s students 
are English language learners 
(ELL). The total number has 
grown by over 500 students in 
the last five years alone.
 “Teaching English as a sec-
ond language requires dif-
ferent skills than teaching 
mathematics and basic read-
ing,” said Judy Crates, who 
heads the ELL Committee. 
“Teachers haven’t been taught 
these skills.” Crates said it’s 
important that the commit-
tee have a consistent program 
from grade to grade.
 Under the direction of the 
committee, district teach-

SNOW DUSTS 
SURROUNDING HIGHLANDS

 Several inches of snow fell on 
Bay Area hills and mountains 
late last week, adding to pow-
der already there and making a 
wintry scene for the mountains 
around Mountain View.
 A snow advisory for elevations 
above 2,000 feet was issued last 
Thursday in the North Bay, East 
Bay, and Santa Cruz Moun-
tains, according to the National 
Weather Service. The inclement 
weather held fast throughout 
much of the following week.
 Snow in the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains caused the California High-

way Patrol to close several strips 
of state highway, including on 
Highway 9 and Highway 35, said 
CHP Officer Jim Covello. Cal-
trans crews had to plow High-
way 17 to keep at least one lane 
open.

ANOTHER ELDERLY MAN 
LOST, FOUND
 An elderly Mountain View 
man suffering from mild demen-
tia went missing last Wednesday 
morning and was found later 
that day, according to the Moun-
tain View Police Department.
 Etuate Tavai, 72, was found at 
approximately 5:15 p.m. on Jan. 

23. He is now safe with his family, 
according to department spokes-
woman Liz Wylie. Tavai had last 
been seen leaving his house in his 
truck at 6:30 a.m. The truck was 
later found near the intersection 
of Church and Franklin streets.
 The previous week a Sunnyvale 
man, also elderly and suffering 
from dementia, disappeared and 
was found on the same day in 
Mountain View. In that inci-
dent, Sut Yue, 88, disappeared 
Wednesday, Jan. 16, from in front 
of the downtown Post Office. He 
was found at few hours later at 
Wal-Mart on Showers Drive.

— Bay City News

From the
Editor’s 

Desk

NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN

Rene Ake, a handyman with Avenidas, changes light bulbs in a home in Los Altos on Monday.

■  N E W S B R I E F S

Help around the house
CITY’S BLOCK GRANTS GO TO AVENIDAS, WHICH IN TURN 

FUNDS HANDYMAN PROGRAM FOR ELIGIBLE SENIORS

By Nicole Baldocchi

A senior day care center 
is collaborating with 
the city of Mountain 

View to provide free handy-
man-type work to senior 
residents who qualify.
 The City Council has given 
Avenidas a $30,000 grant to 
renew its handyman pro-
gram, which has been going 
strong for several years. 
Through the program, Aveni-
das — which operates senior 

centers in Mountain View 
and Palo Alto — sends work-
ers to do minor repairs and 
modifications in the homes 
of senior citizens, improving 
comfort, accessibility and 
safety for the residents, said 
Avenidas spokesperson Kari 
Martell.
 “We would like to complete 
300 jobs and help people 
make their residences safer 
and more accessible,” said 
Martell of the organization’s 
goals.

 Normally, such services 
cost $37 per hour plus a 
contractor’s fee, according to 
the Avenidas’ Web site. For 
eligible seniors in the Moun-
tain View and Palo Alto 
areas, the service is free. To 
be eligible, seniors must have 
an income not exceeding a 
certain amount per number 
of residents in the household 
(see chart). Each household 
is limited to $2,000 worth of 

  See AVENIDAS, page 6

  See LATINO, page 6

■  E D U C AT I O N



ers have started implementing 
30 minutes a day of curriculum 
aimed specifically at English 
learners. The district also pro-
vided teachers with additional 
resource materials, and plans to 
hold an all-day training exercise 
on English language development 
in March, according to Assistant 

Superintendent Mary Lairon. 
 The committee has surveyed the 
resources offered elsewhere to ELL 
students, looked at their test scores 
for the last seven years, and is now 
working with teachers to observe 
programs in Redwood City, San 
Jose and Santa Clara. 
 “Our Hispanic English language 
learners weren’t doing as well. 
When we looked at the test scores 
it became clearer,” Crates said. 
“We looked at student progress to 
see what areas were successful and 

what is keeping students from being 
successful.”
 Crates, a former principal of 
Bubb Elementary and Graham 
Middle schools, hopes that with 
lessons learned and changes imple-
mented, the district’s ELL students 
who start as beginners in English 
will become fluent within five 
years. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

modifications and minor repairs per year.
 Avenidas’ current handyman program offi-
cially began Jan. 1, organizers said, and will run 
through June 30. The council will decide on April 
22 whether or not to approve another grant for the 
program. The grants are derived from CDBG, or 
Community Development Block Grants — fed-
eral money allocated to state and local govern-
ments to improve conditions for lower-income 
residents. V

E-mail Nicole Baldocchi at 
nbaldocchi@mv-voice.com
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LocalNews

Blue heron at Cuesta Annex 
■  S E E N  A R O U N D  T O W N

Eric Sibley of Begen Avenue photographed this great blue heron in the Cuesta Park Annex on Jan. 26. 
The heron, he wrote, “is one great argument for maintaining an open space preserve.”

If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it (as a jpg 
attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

(650) 969-7663
Lic. #785441

Since 1975
1901 Old Middlefield Way, #22
Mountain View, Ca 94043

$400 DISCOUNT COUPON
WITH INSTALLATION OF COMPLETE NEW ROOF

121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR 
COMPUTER  SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. 
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

Learn how to turn your grass, leaves and
kitchen scraps into nutritious soil for your garden

and get a compost bin at a discounted rate.

Register by calling the Rotline at (408) 918-4640
or visit www.ReduceWaste.org for a class schedule.

Brought to you by:

FREE COMPOST
WORKSHOP

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

FREE COMPOST WORKSHOP 
IN MOUNTAIN VIEW

Saturday September 15, 10AM - 12 NOON

Community Center
at Rengstorff Park

Pre-Registration Required

Saturday February 16, 10AM - 12 NOON

AVENIDAS
  Continued from page 6

To make an appointment with a handyman or check 
eligibility, call (650) 289-5426. Applicants must make no 
more than the yearly income below, based on number of 
residents per household: 

Residents per Household Total Income Limit

# RESIDENTS TOTAL INCOME LIMIT

 1 $59,400
 2 $67,900
 3 $76,400
 4 $84,900
 5 $91,650
 6 $98,450
 7 $105,250
 8 $112,050

■  I N F O R M AT I O N

LATINO
  Continued from page 5



otar  Club
M i ew otary Club
MMMMMMMMM iiiiiiii eeeeww

2 0 0 8  C r a b  F e e d  &  S i l e n t  A u c t i o n

on Saturday, February 2, 2008  
Serving 4:30pm - 7:30pm 

at The MountainView Buddhist Temple 
575 Shoreline Blvd. (Across from Safeway)

Donation: $39 per person/$15 kids 3-10 yrs
($15 is tax deductible)

Special Package Deal: Buy Nine Tickets for $300 ($51 savings)

Tickets Available At:
Mountain View Chamber of  Commerce • 580 Casto St. • Mt View (650) 968-8378

Dennis Kobza & Associates, Inc. • 2083 Old Middlefi eld Way • Mt View (650) 961-6103
OR FROM ANY MOUNTAIN VIEW ROTARIAN

For more information contact MVCrabFeed@gmail.com

All you can eat 
Fresh Dungeness Crab...

Field Greens & Gorgonzola Cheese with Vinaigrette Dressing, 
Pesto Bowtie Pasta & Frech Bread

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT LOCAL CHARITIES

at at TT

Specia

Fresh

VarietyVariety
Show!Show!

50/50 50/50 
raffl e!raffl e!

To purchase tickets, preview or bid on our silent auction, visitmvrotary.cmarket.com

MVLA COMMUNITY 
SCHOLARS PROVIDES 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, 
MENTORS AND MORE

By Casey Weiss

Los Altos High School grad-
uate Guadalope Garcia says 
he would not be a student 

at California State University, 
East Bay without the one-on-
one mentoring, seminars and 
scholarships he received from 
MVLA Community Scholars.
 Since it began in 2000, the 
organization has offered finan-
cial assistance and programs 
for 127 underserved students in 
the Mountain View-Los Altos 
high school district. Currently, 
MVLA Community Scholars 
has 64 students in the pro-
gram, and three graduated this 
December.
 “I definitely know that the 
program has helped me get into 
college and stay in college,” Gar-
cia said.
 Each year the program pro-
vides 12 to 15 participants with 
scholarships averaging $3,000 a 
year for all four years of college. 
These scholarships supplement 
the money students already 
receive from colleges and state 
grants. All the scholars also 
work while attending school, 

and are paired up with an adult 
mentor who stays in frequent 
touch, helping students manage 
their time and money. 
 “Our purpose is to make col-
lege achievable,” said Nancy 
Lippe, director of the program.
 Most students stay in Cali-
fornia, attending UCs, CSUs 
and community colleges, but 
some have attended out-of-state 
private schools such as Cornell 
University.
 Scholar Yamrot Alemu, who 
just graduated from Santa Clara 
University with a biology degree, 
said the program was crucial in 
helping him cover finances. “As 
a science major, the books were 
really expensive. It helped me to 
pay for my books each quarter,” 
he said.
 MVLA Community Scholars, 
which is sponsored in part by 
the charitable Los Altos Com-
munity Foundation (LACF), 
chooses its applicants based on 
financial circumstances, char-
acteristics and readiness. Lippe 
said most participants have 
had a difficult past. One of the 
program’s first graduates, for 
example, was kicked out of his 
house during high school, but 
attended college, became a jour-
nalist and now covers presiden-
tial elections for the Washington 
Post.
 “With the support of a broader 
community, these students, who 

face so many challenges, are 
more likely to succeed,” Lippe 
said.
 In addition to financial and 
mentor support, MVLA Com-
munity Scholars offers sum-
mer and winter workshops and 
socials for students, requiring 
freshmen to attend a seminar 
before they start college. Most 
recently, the organization began 
offering a cooking-for-college 
class, where mentors teach stu-
dents how to shop on a budget 
while eating healthily.
 The program was created in 
2000 by former MVLA Super-
intendent Rich Fischer, LACF 
founder Jim Strand and Rich 
Freeland of the MVLA High 
School Foundation. Although 
LACF once funded the program 
entirely, scholarship money now 
comes from private donors, 
mostly Mountain View and Los 
Altos residents. 
 Applications for upcoming 
scholarships will be made avail-
able Feb. 15 and are due April 17. 
For those wishing to donate, 
Lippe is currently raising money 
for scholarships for the 2008-09 
school year. To find out more, 
visit www.mvlacommunity-
scholars.org. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

LocalNews

FEBRUARY 1, 2008  ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■  7  

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust 

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®
We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 

lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 
provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

Kyle & Koko

PHOTO COURTESY NANCY LIPPE

Mentors, coordinators and scholarship recipients of MVLA Community Scholars recently gathered for the 
group’s “Winter Bookstore Party” at Books Inc. on Castro Street. Left to right: Margot Liptsin (scholar), Laurel 
Korwin (scholar), Eric Petersen (Books Inc. manager), Donna Vo (scholar), Laurel Brock (MVHS college and 
career center coordinator), Krystal Stackhouse (scholar), Vicki and Pete Laboskey (mentors), Reeta Gheewala 
(mentor) and Nancy Seeman (mentor).

A shot at college

We’ve just added another VOICE...Yours

Online
. . . let the conversation begin!

 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 
in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 

www.MountainViewOnline.com



Contemporary Clothing 
on Consignment

146 Main Street, Los Altos
650.948.0955

Store Hours 10:30-5:00
*Must present coupon

Valentine’s Day Sale
Valentine’s Day Sale

50% OFF 
S T O R E W I D E

Designer clothing, shoes, purses & jewelry *
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Please call Coleen at 
408-325-5159 or email 

refugeefostercare@ccsj.org

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Community Wellness Lecture Series 
Presented by the Health Library & Resource Center — A PlaneTree Affiliate

Wednesday, February 6      7–8 pm 
New Developments in the Treatment of Heart Failure 
 Ramin Beygui, MD, FACS, El Camino Hospital Cardiac Surgeon  
 City of Sunnyvale Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Avenue, Sunnyvale

Wednesday, February 13      7–8 pm 
Heart Healthy Ways for Women 
 Mary Horn, MS, Director, Nutrition & Exercise Science, Miraval Resort 
 Cate Collings, MD, El Camino Hospital Cardiologist  
 Location to be determined

Wednesday, February 20      7–8 pm 
ED and Heart Disease 
 Neal Scott, MD, PhD, El Camino Hospital Cardiologist   
 El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria, 2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

Wednesday, February 27      6:30–8:30 pm 
The Physiology of Stress and Stress Reduction 
 César Molina, MD, FACC, El Camino Hospital Cardiologist 
 El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria, 2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

To register and for more information call 800-216-5556
the right care. right here.

2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

|  N A T I O N A L  H E A R T  M O N T H  |

Kinder Info Site Visits and Open Houses
throughout the month of January

MVWSD offers Choice Programs
CEL and PACT (parent participation)
DI (Spanish-English)

More information:
650.526.3500, ext. 1001

www.mvwsd.org

Mountain View Whisman School District 

(K-8) ENROLLMENT
2008-2009 BEGINS FEBRUARY 1
DISTRICT OFFICE
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
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who held the knife and Oseida, a 
San Jose resident, as his accom-
plice.
 The two face charges of attempt-
ed murder, with a gang enhance-
ment charge of up to 10 years each. 
DeWitt faces additional charges for 
allegedly using a deadly weapon to 
induce bodily harm. A court date in 
the case is scheduled for Feb. 13 at 9 
a.m. in the Palo Alto courthouse. 
 Police believe the attackers saw 
the victim as a rival Sureño. “For 
gang members, believing somebody 
might be involved with a rival gang 
is often reason enough,” Wylie said.
 According to deputy district attor-
ney Leigh Frazier, DeWitt faces up to 
19 years in prison if convicted. Osei-
da, who Frazier said has two other 
“strikes” on his record — both for 
assaults, including one with a deadly 
weapon — faces life in prison. 
 As to how often a white person 
is a member of a Latino gang, “It’s 
not unheard of, though it’s not 
the norm,” Frazier said. She said 
three of her last 25 cases in the DA’s 
gang unit involved whites who are 
members of either the Norteños or 
Sureños — the predominant Latino 
gangs in Mountain View.
 According to Sivyer-Lee, DeW-
itt’s parents were divorced and 
struggling, but worked hard and 
remained involved in their son’s 
life. His mother baked cookies for 
classroom parties at Landels, and 
his dad coached the boy’s Little 
League team, she said. Sivyer-Lee’s 
two sons attended Landels and Gra-
ham Middle School with DeWitt.
 While DeWitt was at Graham, his 
mother suffered a stroke, leaving 
her temporarily paralyzed, Sivyer-
Lee said. 
 But Sivyer-Lee puts much of the 
blame on Graham itself, where 
she says too many kids, missing 
something at home, have been 
introduced to gangs. It’s something 
she claims she’s witnessed as both a 
parent and a substitute teacher. 
 “After living here 28 years I think 
the middle schools are our biggest 
problem, and I think they continue 
to be,” she said. “I was a substitute 
teacher. I swore I would never ever 
come back to this school because of 
the lack of respect” from students. 
 “I think that’s going to be an 
ongoing challenge for the district. I 
see it getting worse and worse.” 
 (To deal with gang activity, Gra-
ham and Crittenden middle schools 
hired full-time gang prevention 
officers in 2006.)
 Sivyer-Lee said the stabbing inci-
dent made her ask herself, “What 
prevented my kids from going 
down that road as well?” 
 “Parents have to be overly protec-
tive these days,” she continued. “You 
give them an inch and they take a 
mile. Especially a boy who is deter-
mined to do what he wants to do.” 
 As for her sons’ old friend, Jacob 
DeWitt, “His life is ruined now.” V

STABBING
  Continued from page 1
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© 2007 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
Kaelyn was a resilient 12 year-old when she was diagnosed with Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia 
(ALL). At her community hospital, she began a diffi cult 26-month treatment with very good odds. 
But, 20 months into treatment, Kaelyn’s cancer returned and wasn’t backing down. 

With nearly all hope lost, Kaelyn and her family were referred to Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital for a life-saving bone marrow transplant. With care teams specially trained to support 
pediatric patients and an environment designed just for children, the surroundings met all of 
her needs—medical and emotional alike. Over several months, groundbreaking treatment and 
dedicated providers gradually restored not only Kaelyn’s health, but also her family’s hope. 

Almost nine years later, Kaelyn is fully recovered, working on a bachelor’s degree and building on 
her dreams of interior design. Her battle with leukemia long behind her, Kaelyn is free to focus 
on the promise of her future. Visit www.lpch.org for more information.

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

KAELYN
LEUKEMIA 
SURVIVOR

CURRENTLY: 
DESIGNING 
HER FUTURE

© 2008 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

1949_Kaelyn_PAWeekly.indd   1 1/11/08   11:03:56 AM



50% off 
Your First Two 

Training Sessions
Good towards the first two sessions with 
an AXIS staff trainer. May not be com-
bined with other offers or discounts. 

Expires 2/31/08. Code: Voice

Bring in this ad to receive

A X I S
P E R F O R M A N C E 

C E N T E R

Mountain View
(650) 229-1100

www.axispt.com Expert Personal Trainers                           
Certif ied Massage Therapists

Don’t lose momentum!
Let one of our personal trainers motivate you to keep going.
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Representatives of 18 Cruise Companies will be 
here to answer your questions and offer you 
special discounts, amenities and/or savings.

 160  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  L O S  A LT O S

ALL HORIZONS TRAVEL

Please Join us for our
5th Annual Cruise Night

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2008
5PM TO 6:30PM
RSVP Requested

650.941-5810

• Crystal Cruises 

• Disney Cruise Line 

• Holland America 

• Oceania 

• Princess Cruises

• Cunard Line

• Celebrity Cruises 

• Azamara Cruises 

• Star Clippers 

• Royal Caribbean 

• Sea Dream Yacht Club 

• Seabourn 

• Peter Deilmann River Cruises 

• Regent Seven Seas 

• Cruise West 

• Hurtigruten Voyages 

• Silver Seas 

• Lindblad Expeditions.

Please visit our new Sunnyvale location.
Across the street from Black Angus Restaurant

717 East El Camino Real  |  Suite 10  |  Sunnyvale, Ca.  |  408-737-BACK (2225)

County gets 
$12 million 
for home-

buyers
Bay City News

Santa Clara County has 
received $12 million in 
state mortgage assistance 

funds to help first-time buyers 
purchase a home, county offi-
cials announced Monday.
 The funds will be used to 
provide Mortgage Credit Cer-
tificates to qualified first-time 
homebuyers. The certificates 
allow qualified buyers to receive 
a federal income tax credit of up 
to 15 percent of the interest they 
pay on their mortgage.
 “Housing is one of the biggest 
issues facing working families 
in Santa Clara County,’’ Santa 
Clara County Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman Pete McHugh 
said in a statement. “Through 
the Mortgage Credit Certificate 
Program, residents can increase 
their buying power by reducing 
the amount of federal taxes taken 
out of their wages.’’
 In order to qualify, applicants 
cannot make more than $94,500 
for up to a two-person household 
or $108,675 for a household with 
three or more people. The home 
purchase price cannot be larger 
that $630,000 for a new home or 
$570,000 for an older home.
 More information about the 
program can be obtained by call-
ing the county’s Office of Afford-
able Housing at (408) 441-4323.

■  O B I T U A R Y

JOHN M. 
STEINWINDER
 Mountain View resi-
dent John M. Steinwinder 
passed away on Jan. 20. He 
was 86 years old.
 Steinwinder, a 50 year 
veteran of police work, 
is survived by relatives 
James and Myra, John (in 
China), Chris and Mar-
ian, Timothy, Tammy and 
Kenny, and his beloved 
great-granddaughter Sier-
ra. 
 A viewing was held Sat-
urday, Jan. 26 at Cusimano 
Family Colonial Mortu-
ary, 96 W. El Camino Real 
in Mountain View.
 “He kept us laughing,” 
family members stated. 
“Remember him with a 
smile.”
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 That was the subject of his first 
study session on Jan. 15, when the 
mayor and member Matt Pear 
made the case for shorter meet-
ings. One reason they gave was 
that parents with children who had 
business before the council should 
be able to get home at a reasonable 
hour. But other members disagreed 
with their approach, saying they 
didn’t want to limit public input.
 Clarity, Means’ second issue, 
came up on Jan. 22, when the 
council discussed preferred design 
features for small-lot housing devel-
opments zoned R3. Means and Pear 
hoped to give clear direction to a 
room full of developers with R3 
projects. But the message differed 
among the council members.
 To council member Jac Siegel 
and the slower-growth majority, 
the direction was, “We want qual-
ity, not quantity.” When the Voice 
talked to Means a few days later, the 
message he got was that the council 
majority was too hard to please 
and often vague, using terms like 
“quality” and “walkability” in their 
directions to developers.
 “You are being kind to say they 
are slow growth — they are no 
growth,” Means said off the cuff 
in an interview Monday. He con-

tinued, “You can never figure out 
where they are coming from or 
where they’re going.”
 Council member Jac Siegel dis-
agreed, saying that for all the proj-
ects rejected last year, the reasons 
were clear.
 “I think we’re totally consis-
tent,” Siegel said Tuesday. “I don’t 
want to get into a squabble with 
the mayor, but I think it’s a lack 
of understanding.”
 What’s baffled Means is that some 
council members who seemed to 
oppose high density housing are 
now saying they will support it if 
it’s well designed and fits into the 
neighborhood.
 “I’m not necessarily against num-
bers and density,” Siegel said. “Some 
of them could be good projects if 
they were thought up better.”
 But Siegel added that with proj-
ects built to the maximum density, 
“usually something goes wrong 
somewhere.” He wants develop-
ments that make people “want to 
stay in Mountain View, five to 10 to 
20 years or more — not just provide 
a box to live in. That isn’t what our 
community is about. I really want 
to keep in Mountain View the 
character that it has.”
 Bryant agreed, saying, “I am not 
against high density, I’m just against 
bad design. I feel it’s possible to be 
very clear what good design is.”
 Bryant said her idea of good 

design is described by the Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental 
Design, which provides checklists 
that developers use to acquire 
LEED certification. Developers 
can get points for maximizing 
open space, development den-
sity and “community connectivity.” 
Increasingly, LEED is being talked 
about in Mountain View as the 
gold standard for environmentally 
friendly development, though some 
developers say its requirements 
increase the cost of housing.
 This year is sure to be filled 
with discussion about standards 
for housing design as the hous-
ing element of the General Plan 
is discussed through 2009 and 
the planning department asks the 
council for clarification on certain 
project types — such as last week’s 
R3 housing discussion. 
 Bryant says she is looking for-
ward to a discussion at some point 
about adding housing in an area 
she’s focused on: El Camino Real. 
She and member Laura Macias 
would like mixed use housing and 
retail developments along the street 
frontage there, though the idea has 
been criticized because many of the 
lots are deep and oddly shaped.

‘Hawthorne Park’ 
developer complains

 Bruce Burman of KMJ Urban 
Communities was disappointed 

to read the minutes for the Nov. 
6, 2007 council meeting, which he 
believes incorrectly summarized 
the council’s direction on his proj-
ect at 450 N. Whisman Road. He 
was especially concerned with the 
conclusion of the minutes, which 
stated that “the council directed 
the applicant to reduce building 
heights to 27 to 28” feet.
 In fact, there was no summary 
or clear direction at all, according 
to a recording of the meeting, 
Burman claims.
 “The meeting was notable in 
fact that there was no summary 
or specific direction to the appli-
cant,” he wrote in a letter he pre-
sented to the council at the Jan. 22 
meeting.
 The letter underscored Means’ 
concerns about a lack of clear 
direction from the council, forc-
ing city staff members to “read the 
tea leaves” after a meeting in order 
to write the minutes concisely. 
 “I was a little surprised by the 
developer’s summary,” Bryant 
said. “The general trend had 
been clear. Summarizing it in the 
end might have been useful — 
we’ll be going in that direction. 
These are study sessions, not 
decisions made.” V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

COUNCIL
  Continued from page 1

■  C I T Y B R I E F S

MAYFIELD MEETING 
POSTPONED TO FEB. 12
 After hearing complaints from 
residents about a conflict with 
this Tuesday’s election, the city has 
rescheduled the upcoming May-
field hearing to Feb. 12. 
 Following its “fork in the road” 
decision last year to move ahead 
with the high density, 450-unit 
Mayfield project at 100 Mayfield 
Ave., the City Council must now 
decide whether to approve the first 
phase of the project: 42 homes 
along the project’s border with the 
Monta Loma neighborhood.
 The council will also decide 
on the project’s master plan. 
Both aspects have already been 
approved by zoning administrator 
Peter Gilli. 

MEET THE MAYOR 
TUESDAY MORNINGS
 Continuing a tradition of past 
mayors to listen to the concerns 
of residents, new Mayor Tom 
Means is holding regular office 
hours with residents at Le Bou-
langer every Tuesday morning 
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. The bakery 
is located at 650 Castro St. 

— Daniel DeBolt
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All Horizons Travel Inc.

160 Main Street
Los Altos, CA  
www.alhorizonstvl.com
phone 650.941.5810
fax 650.941.7839

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

Photo of Wienda Swezey at the beach 
in West Sulawesi, Indonesia.

Take a photo with the Mountain View Voice on your next trip and email to 
dmartin@mv-voice.com or mail to Postcards, P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042.

Send Us Send Us 
A Postcard
A Postcard

 “We need to keep in mind this 
is an unexpected result,” Gold-
man said. “The deficit is real and 
it is not likely to get better before 
it gets worse.”
 The governor declared a fiscal 
emergency in early January, pro-
posing to cut 10 percent of fund-
ing from each state department 
and $4.8 billion from the public 
schools during the next year 
and a half. The proposal would 
also close up to 43 state parks, 
slash prison budgets and release 
nonviolent offenders early. 
 Mountain View Whisman 
administrators and board mem-
bers agreed that although the 
proposed cuts were still under 
negotiation, the district should 
be prepared.
 “What did the governor do? 
He got everyone’s attention,” 
Goldman said. “When every-
thing is said and done, there will 
be a lot of politicking.”
 Since the budget proposal is 
still uncertain, the district has 
not yet planned specific cuts. 
But during the board meeting, 
Goldman discussed reducing 
costs through strategic student 
transfers, and shifting spending 
to better use state resources. He 
said the district will be tougher 
about approving transfers, which 
can cost money by schools to 
hire more teachers for additional 
students.
 “These are going to be hard 
times; these are going to be emo-
tional times,” Goldman said. 
“Everything is on the table. 
There is nothing off limits.”
 While the governor’s pro-
posal will hurt all public schools, 
Mountain View Whisman is 
certain to be hit harder than 
the Mountain View Los Altos 
High School District, which 
is funded primarily through 
property taxes. Mountain View 
Whisman receives funding from 
both property taxes and the state 
to meet the basic aid guaranteed 

by Proposition 98, which the 
Governor’s proposal would sus-
pend.
 The high school district’s busi-
ness superintendent, Joe Witt, 
said the district is currently in a 
“wait and see mode,” but he esti-
mated that it could lose between 
$240,000 and $830,000. 
 Though facing steeper cuts, 
Mountain View Whisman 
administrators are taking a 
similar approach. Goldman told 
everyone in the crowded school 
board room that the district was 
“planning, not panicking.” With 
the governor and state politi-
cians still negotiating, Goldman 
said, there should be a revised 
state budget in May, and as talks 
continue the district will provide 
a vehicle for community input.
 “I am real confident we will get 
through this,” said Superinten-
dent Maurice Ghysels.

New parcel tax measure
 Before the governor announced 
his budget cut proposal, the 
Mountain View Whisman 
school board had already started 
planning to renew its parcel tax, 
which currently raises $1.7 mil-
lion a year by taxing property 
within the district’s borders. 
 While it will not solve all the 
district’s money issues, school 
board members hope the par-
cel tax will help keep existing 
programs running. The board 
is scheduled to decide at its Feb. 
7 meeting whether to adopt a 
measure to renew the tax. If 
approved, the measure would 
then go onto the June 3 ballot.
 Originally passed by Moun-
tain View voters in 2004, the tax 
is determined by property size, 
with a cap of approximately 
$1,000. The new proposal would 
change the duration of the tax 
from five to eight years, and 
would increase tax rates. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

SCHOOLS
  Continued from page 1

MVLA PASSES 
DISTRICT GOALS

 During its regular meet-
ing Monday, the board of 
the Mountain View-Los Altos 
Union High School District 
unanimously adopted three-
year district goals to improve 
student academic performance, 
recruit high-quality employees 
and provide financial trans-
parency and stability. 
 The district plans to start 

addressing these goals in July 
by expanding its advanced 
classes, offering additional 
programs for adult students 
and providing more health 
care options for employees 
injured on the job.
 The priorities have not 
changed much since last year, 
when the board adopted goals 
for 2007-08, but these extend 
from 2008 to 2011. 

— Casey Weiss

■  E D U C AT I O N B R I E F
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■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

Viewpoint
CITY’S SPRINKLERS ARE 
CAREFULLY CONTROLLED
Editor:
 On behalf of the city of Mountain 
View, I wanted to offer a response to 
the observations regarding sprin-
klers running during the recent 
storms (Letters to the Editor, Jan. 
18). I wanted to assure our commu-
nity that the city has an established 
policy and ongoing commitment to 
water conservation, and shares the 
concerns expressed about preserv-
ing water.
 In 1993, Mountain View was one 
of the first cities to install a central 
irrigation control system that com-
municates with irrigation control-
lers via wireless technology. The 
system allows one operator to make 
weekly adjustments to irrigation 
run times for 165 separate irriga-
tion controllers based on the weekly 
evapotranspiration rate. Evapo-
transpiration is the total amount of 
water loss through evaporation and 
plant transpiration. 
 Use of our central irrigation 
control system has saved millions 
of gallons of water over the years. 
The same system allows the Parks 
Division to turn off all the control-
lers in the event of rain from one 
location.
 The unfortunate incident of 
irrigation running on Castro 

Street the evening of Jan. 3 was 
due to a faulty antenna. A signal 
to shut off all the controllers was 
sent out, but not received by this 
one unit. As soon as the city was 
made aware of the problem, it was 
immediately repaired.
 The city encourages residents 
to call the Parks Division at (650) 
903-6326 for irrigation concerns. 
All calls will be addressed as 
quickly as possible.

Bruce Hurlburt, 
Acting Parks Manager 

PROP 93 KEEPS 
THE GOOD LEGISLATORS
Editor:
 Although term limits do 
remove some legislators who 
should be outed, in the long run, 
term limits are counterproduc-
tive. Let’s hope that a majority 
who vote Feb. 5 agree, and vote 
yes on Proposition 93.
 Progressives and liberals who 
don’t vote yes on Prop 93 will be 
helping to pull the rug out from 
under those incumbents working 
for much-needed reforms. Reforms, 
such as universal single payer health 
care and increasing and equaliz-
ing educational opportunities for 
minorities and others at the bottom 

The city of Mountain View, home of Google and a host of 
other leading high-tech companies, is lagging behind in pro-
viding the latest technology for its citizens and City Council 

members when they attend council meetings.
 In one of the few cities in the country wired for WiFi, it is not 
possible to watch council meetings on a computer. You can easily 
search the minutes and staff reports of previous meetings online, 
but you cannot watch or listen to video or audio recordings — 
which you can do in other cities like San Jose.
 Inside the council chambers, life goes on much as it did in 1991, 
when the facility was built and the first President Bush was in office. 
Evidence of that era is widely available:
 ■ Projection Screen: The interface to the current screen is clunky, 
requiring a city staff member to hook it up; a laptop outlet on a new 
podium would greatly improve the process.
 ■ History: The city’s Web site only offers agendas and staff reports 
from past meetings, and 
minutes can be up to 
three months behind. 
Residents should be 
able to download videos 
or audio recordings of 
entire meetings, which 
also should be available 
as podcasts. 
 ■ Touch screen moni-
tors for council mem-
bers: Today members 
press a button and their 
votes are displayed on 
a lighted board, and 
recorded by hand by the city clerk. Touch screen monitors could tal-
ly votes, allow public speakers to queue up to speak and view items 
projected on the big screen.
 ■ Double podiums: Two high-tech podiums, instead of one, 
could speed transition from speaker to speaker, and with an out-
let for laptops, provide easy access to a document camera or the 
big screen monitor. 
 ■ Better sound: Any upgrade of the council chambers should 
include an improved sound system, one of the most frequently men-
tioned shortcomings of the chambers.
 Just like any homeowner facing a remodel, the council will 
have to decide how much it wants to spend, and what improve-
ments are truly going to smooth communication with constitu-
ents. And, as with any technology, whatever is purchased today 
eventually will be obsolete.
 But we believe the council should not shy away from spending 
some real money — $1 million would not be out of the ques-
tion — to modernize the council chambers, a crucial interface 
to its tax-paying public. With more than 600 employees and $86 
million in annual general fund revenue, the city cannot afford 
to skimp on making itself as open and accessible to the public as 
technology will allow. 

Make City Hall high tech

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

■  L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

  See LETTERS, page 14

The council should not shy 
away from spending some 
real money — $1 million 
would not be out of the 

question — to modernize 
the council chambers, 

a crucial interface 
to the public.
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TIED HOUSE CAFE & BREWERY
Your Place for:

Garden Patio Dining
Eight Microbrews 

on Tap
Fresh Beer To Go
Corporate Parties

Catering

Open Daily: M-Th & Sat 11:30-10:00, 
F 11:30-11:00 & Sun 11:30-9:30

(650) 965-BREW   954 Villa St. Mountain View

Watch the games on our 4 Hi-Def TVs 
including our 120” Big Screen!

Happy Hour: 
Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm

Voted
“Best California Cuisine” 

in Mountain View
Check out our menu online @

www.tiedhouse.com

South Bay’s
Original

Microbrewery

TIED HOUSE CAFE & BREWERY

 UP TO 50% OFF

Farewell Sale

Palo Alto Store Only
715 Stanford Shopping Center

650.328.9000

Monday - Saturday 10am to 7pm
Sunday 10am to 6pm

Our Palo Alto location is closing February 29. 
As a thank you to our valued customers, we are 
offering outstanding savings on our extensive 

collection of wines and wine accessories. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to stock your wine 

cellar with exceptional wines, decanters and 
stemware.

of the income pecking order, usu-
ally take one or more decades to get 
passed.
 Sally Lieber, our Assembly mem-
ber who will be termed out if Prop 
93 is defeated, has been especially 
effective as a social reformer and 
as a much-respected leader in the 
Assembly. She and a number of 
her colleagues, including Assembly 
members Loni Hancock and Mark 
Leno, and Sens. Elaine Alquist, 
Sheila Kuehl, Christine Kehoe 
and Joe Simitian, are being termed 
out just when their influence and 
experience is peaking.
 Term limits — an undemocratic 
fad — should be replaced by public 
financing of elections, fair redis-
tricting, instant run-off voting 
(ranked voting) and a system using 
proportional representation.
 Legislators such as Lieber pro-
vide the experience and leadership 
needed to enact critical structural 
and social reforms that limiting 
terms won’t. Vote yes on Prop 93.

Fred Duperrault 
W. Middlefield Road

 
PROP 93 ANOTHER WAY 
TO RIG THE SYSTEM
Editor:
 In 2006, state legislators prom-
ised to offer voters a redistricting 
plan that would eliminate ger-
rymandered districts and create 
competition for seats. There has 
also been talk of providing public 
funds for campaigns instead of 
allowing special interest groups to 
provide private funds and expect 
special favors.
 No state legislator has lost a 
re-election bid in California for 
many years because the system 
is rigged. Now, instead of offer-
ing real reform, incumbent state 
legislators have proposed Propo-
sition 93 in order to extend their 
uncontested reign for another 4 
to 6 years. Just say no.

Gary Wesley 
Continental Circle 

OBAMA’S MESSAGE 
HITS HOME
Editor:
 Thank you for printing your 
explanation, analysis, and 
endorsements for two proposi-

tions that will be on our Califor-
nia primary ballot on Feb. 5. Of 
course our city’s voters will be 
voting with the rest of the state 
in the Presidential Primary that 
day, too.
 We have the opportunity in 
that primary to achieve powerful 
change under unlikely circum-
stances by voting for the insur-
gent candidacy of Sen. Barack 
Obama. Voters of my generation 
hark back to the electrifying 
campaigns and work of John F. 
Kennedy, Bobby Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King, Jr., when 
they hear Obama speak. Young 
voters see a campaign of ideas 
and ideals that help them have 
faith in politics. The last thing we 
want is to trade one batch of sta-
tus quo politicians for another.
 Yes, we like Obama’s poli-
cies, especially his opposition 
to the war in Iraq from the very 
beginning, but even more we 
like Obama’s ability to work 
with Democrats, Republicans 
and Independents to make the 
changes our country needs. 
Obama’s messages of hope and 
unity have won me over.

Ellen Wheeler 
Brookdale Avenue 

LETTERS
  Continued from page 13

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N

Prop 93 is good public policy
By Mike Kasperzak

I was disappointed to see that 
the Voice opposes Proposition 
93, which seeks to modify 

California’s legislative term limits 
(“Endorsements,” Jan. 25).
 Prop 93 is, simply put, good 
public policy. Unfortunately it 
does come with a “stink factor,” 
but that does not make it a bad 
proposition.
 While term limits have 
increased the turnover in the 
legislature and made it possible 
for a more diverse group of Cali-
fornians to serve, it exacts a heavy 
toll on our state. Turnover is so 
high in the Assembly that the only 
people that really know what is 
going on are the professional staff 
and paid lobbyists. Is that what we 
really want? 
 Furthermore, as everyone has 
acknowledged, newly elected 
members of the Assembly begin 
almost immediately to turn their 
attention to their future Senate 
races, rather than focus on the job 
at hand. Additionally, a six-year 
term causes our legislators to look 
at the short term, rather than the 
long term. 
 Should Prop 93 pass, legislators’ 
maximum time in Sacramento 
would be decreased from 14 to 12 
years. They could of course spend 

the entire time in one house, 
something they cannot do now. 
 However, there is no guarantee 
that even those members who 
got the “sweetheart” deal will get 
re-elected. Voters still matter. It 
is entirely possible that Speaker 
Fabian Nunez’ constituents will 
be so upset with him that they 
won’t vote for him again. And if 

they do, isn’t it their right? After 
all, he may be doing a good job for 
the people he represents.
 Another argument in favor of 
Prop 93 is the fact that the abil-
ity to serve for 12 years should 
encourage more competitive elec-
tions. True, we need redistricting 
reform, but until we get it, there 
will always be safe seats. Once 
someone wins an election, they 

essentially have a safe seat for their 
entire term, be it six years in the 
Assembly or eight in the Senate. 
Few potential candidates from 
the incumbent’s party will chal-
lenge the incumbent. After all, 
most voters can hold their breath 
for six years. 
 But, if a member of the Assem-
bly could serve for 12 years, I 
believe we would see more com-
petitive races within the party to 
ensure we have the best legisla-
tors. Twelve years is a long time to 
give anyone a free ride, which is 
what our current system does.
 So in the end, good policy 
should trump the shenanigans of 
our legislature. Had they excluded 
themselves from Prop 93, I think 
everyone would be supporting it. 
If it passes, and each of them is re-
elected (which is not a given), they 
will face increased competition 
and will ultimately be termed out. 
But in the meantime, Califor-
nians will gain with a legislature 
that has some experience and 
long-term accountability.
 Vote yes for Prop 93, and if you 
don’t like your legislator, don’t 
vote for him or her in June.  V

Mike Kasperzak is a former 
Mountain View City Council 

member. He lives on Morton Court.

Californians 
will gain with a 

legislature that has 
some experience 
and long-term 
accountability.
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Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

By Sheila Himmel

The word bistro usually, 
and rightfully, refers to 
a small cafe or a small 

nightclub. Downtown Palo 
Alto’s new Bistro 412 bursts the 
envelopes of both categories. 
 In a town where outdoor din-
ing practically always means 
the sidewalk, the former Fanny 
& Alexander offers a charming 
protected garden. The patio is 
tented for winter, and mainly 
used for parties. There’s also a 

full bar out there. 
 When Siegfried Mueller bought 
Fanny & Alexander three years 
ago, he wanted to smooth the 
abrupt transition that occurred 
every night when the place went 
from dinner to dance club. Also, 
he wanted to fill a gap he saw in 
fine dining, American-style, in 
Palo Alto eateries. 
 At the moment, Mueller is also 
the chef, and he does well. 
 But Bistro 412 (B412 is the club 

The ballad of 
a big cafe

IN PALO ALTO, FORMER FANNY & ALEXANDER 
STRAIGHTENS UP, FLIES (MOSTLY) RIGHT AS B412 

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

VERONICA WEBER 

The inside of Bistro 412 features brick walls, crown molding, black couches and a warmly lit interior.

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

FFaallaaffeel l && K Keebbaabb

1477 Plymouth St., Unit E
Mountain View, Ca. 650.961.2437
Open 7 days a week 9am - 9pm

Shish Kebab

Shawerma

Mediterranean Appetizers 
& Wraps

Lamb / Beef / Chicken

Homemade Desserts

Catering & Delivery         
(10 people min.)

The
Green

Lantern

* FULL BAR 

* PREMIUM BEER ON TAPCome in 

before or 

after the 

movies!

Dine • Dance • Entertainment

Authentic Chinese Food Corporate/private holiday parties/
meetings/events  —  Call for details

650-968-8879
1477 Plymouth Street Suite D, 

Mountain View
Open Monday-Saturday

 11:00am–2:00am 
(Closed Sundays)

Buddy’s Happy Hour
Monday - Friday

5pm-9pm

$3 Wells
$3 Beers on Tap

PLYMOUTH  ST.

W. MIDDLEFIELD RD

PEAR AVE.

CENTURY 
THEATRES

HON SUSHI

JO
A

Q
U

IN
 R

D
.

JOAQUIN RD.

101

101

N
. 

S
H

O
R

E
LI

N
E M A N Y VA R I E T I E S O F S A K E 

1477 Plymouth St. Suite A, 
Mountain View, 650.967.9279
Open Monday – Saturday
Closed Sunday

30% OFF
S U S H I , R O L L S 
&  S A S H I M I

C a t e r i n g Av a i lab l e  •  C a l l  t o  P r e - O r de r

H O N  S U S H IH O N  S U S H I
G R A N D  O P E N I N G

...NEAR...
CENTURY 16

T HEAT R E S

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)
Office 650.961.9104
Bar 650.961.1992

Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
Page

Watch The 
Playoffs on 
HD Large 

ScreenTV's!

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

FREE
Buffalo Wings 
with Beer 
Pitcher Purchase

✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

FULL SAND 
VOLLEYBALL COURT

  See BISTRO 412, page 16



Weekend

16  ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■  FEBRUARY 1, 2008 

name) is just a little confusing. 
 One day, two women looking 
for lunch walk in and check out 
the menu. They’re intrigued 
but don’t know where to go. 
Straight-ahead are cloth-cov-
ered tables on the dance floor, 
there’s a handsome bar to the 
right, lounge seats with a few 

diners to the left. The would-be 
customers look confused, and 
walk out. 
 Which is too bad. Two other 
women, my friend and I, had 
a very good lunch that day at 
Bistro 412. 
 A stellar spinach salad ($7) 
was plump with herbed goat 
cheese, pear tomatoes, toasted 
pine nuts and crisp bacon driz-
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CicchettiCicchetti
     Share a myriad of fl avors with      Share a myriad of fl avors with 
     friends with “small plates”     friends with “small plates”

eat small...eat small...
live large!live large!

Contemporary Italian Cuisine and Contemporary Italian Cuisine and 
a beautiful settinga beautiful setting

Aldo Los AltosLos Altos
This is not your Daddy’s Spaghetti Joint!

388 Main Street, Los Altos
(650) 949-2300

afghan
Paradise Afghan/Persian Kabobs
604 S. Mary Avenue
(at El Camino Real)
Sunnyvale 408/733-5262
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.pakabob.com

american

Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

Marie Callendar's
4710 El Camino Real 
(just south of San Antonio) 
650/941-6989

Sports Page
1431 Plymouth Street 
(exit at Shoreline off 101)
Mtn. View. 650/961-1992

chinese
Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, Los 
Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

french
Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican
Celia's Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto. 650/843-0643
1850 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. 650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

pizza
Kapp's Pizza Bar & Grill
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View, 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

tex-mex
El Paso Cafe
1407 El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

ice cream
Gelato Classico
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View. 650/969-2900

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Britt Callaway at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

Grand Opening

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations 
 Credit Cards 
 Alcohol 
 Takeout 
 Highchairs 
 Banquet 
 Catering 
 Outdoor Seating 
 Noise Level variable

 Bathroom Cleanliness good

 Parking street and 
  parking lots

Bistro 412
412 Emerson St., Palo Alto
(650) 326-7183
www.b4twelve.com

Hours: 
Lunch 
Tuesday-Friday
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Dinner 
Tuesday-Saturday
5:30-10 p.m. 

VERONICA WEBER

The colorful Chinese chicken salad at Bistro 412 in Palo Alto.

BISTRO 412
  Continued from page 15

  Continued on next page
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zled in balsamic vinaigrette. 
 My friend and I split the salad 
and a half-pound Angus ham-
burger ($11), which comes with 
garlic fries, and called it a day. 
Lightly toasted buns enfold crisp 
iceberg lettuce, threads of red 
onion, slices of tomato, the juicy 
burger and tangy blue cheese. 
It’s a dribbling, delicious mess. 
 Coffee was dark and rich, but 
cold. Big oops. 
 Except for the coffee and our 
distance from other people, 
lunch was delightful. On a 
return trip, a weeknight, again 
the place was close to empty. A 
hungry half-dozen were drink-
ing at the bar, but they were 
waiting for their table at Evvia, 
the popular contemporary 
Greek restaurant next door. 
 Again, the food and service 
were very good. A basket of 
fresh Acme sour batard bread 
came right away. The multi-
cultural music of Pink Martini 
happened to be the soundtrack 
while I nursed one of B412’s 
specialty cocktails, a pink mar-
tini made with vodka, triple sec 
and pomegranate liqueur. Music 
ramps up as the night goes on. 

 The bar menu offers drink-
appropriate foods like popcorn 
shrimp and mushroom crostini, 
ranging from $8 to $12. The 
waiter suggested filet-wrapped 
grilled asparagus ($12), glazed 
in soy and garlic, on a bed of 
baby greens. 
 Soup of the day was chicken-
tortilla ($7), a tasty bowl of 

tender chicken with crumbled 
tortilla thickening the soup. 
The bowl itself was hot, as was 
the plate it sat upon. Bistro 412 
minds the details like that. 
 Mild, miso-glazed halibut 
($24) rests on warm soba noo-
dles in soy vinaigrette, enlivened 
by chilies and scallions. Bok 
choy accompanies. 
 Our only mistake was the item 
described as: Pork tenderloin 
medallions with caramelized 
onions and fingerlings in a green 

peppercorn pineapple sauce 
$22. Which did not prepare me 
for three perfectly fine medal-
lions buried in sweet, creamy 
lava. The potatoes had the job 
of lightening up this dish. 
 Maybe I should’ve had the 
vegetarian entree, eggplant 
napoleon ($16). Or one of the 
chicken, beef or lamb dishes. 
B412 doesn’t have a big menu, 
but it has a little of everything. 
 That includes a DJ every 
night, and karaoke Wednesdays, 
beginning at 10 p.m., and no 
cover charge until 11 p.m. The 
indoor dining tables are covered 
in white cloths, but they are light 
and temporary, easily moved to 
make way for dancing. It’s just 
a little weird to eat and pay for 
fine food while sitting on patio 
furniture on a dance floor. 
 When the weather gets better 
and the tent comes off, go 
directly to the patio. V  

BY TOM STOPPARDBY TOM STOPPARD
directed by Barbara J. Cannon directed by Barbara J. Cannon 

January 31 - January 31 - 
February 23, 2008February 23, 2008

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 2/21/08. No Internet Coupons Mountain View.

   
 m O SU Bento Express 

Closed on Sundays

Dinner & Karaoke Private PartiesDinner & Karaoke Private Parties
Starting at $10/PersonStarting at $10/Person

101

Must Present Coupon. Excludes Happy Hour, Alcohol, 
Bento & Dinner Combo. May Not Combine with Other 
Offers. 1 Coupon Per Person, Per Table. Dine-In Only.

Expires 2/15/08Expires 2/15/08

Expires 2/15/08Expires 2/15/08

VERONICA WEBER

The pan roasted chicken with a whole grain mustard sauce and 
served with mushroom risotto.

  Continued from previous page

The would-be 
customers

looked confused.
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27 DRESSES (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 1:25, 4:35, 7:35 & 10:15 
p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10 a.m. Century 20: 12:20, 1:40, 3, 4:20, 5:40, 7, 8:20 
& 9:40 p.m. 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 1:40, 
4, 6:45 & 9:10 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 11:15 a.m. Century 12: 12:45, 3:30, 
7:05 & 9:40 p.m. 

ATONEMENT (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:55, 4, 6:55 & 9:15 p.m. 
Fri.-Sun. also at 10:05 a.m. Century 20: 1:30, 4:25, 7:15 & 10:15 p.m. 

THE BUCKET LIST (PG-13) ✭ Century 16: 1:35, 4:10, 6:50 & 9:15 
p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 11:05 a.m. Century 20: 12:10, 2:35, 5, 7:25 & 9:50 p.m. 

CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR (R) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 1:55, 7:20 & 
9:55 p.m. Century 20: 12:25, 2:55, 5:30, 8 & 10:30 p.m.  

CLOVERFIELD (PG-13) Century 16: 1, 3:15, 5:35, 8:05 & 10:20 p.m. 
Fri.-Sun. also at 10:30 a.m. Century 20: 12:05, 1:05, 2:15, 3:15, 4:25, 5:25, 
6:35, 7:35, 8:50,  & 10 p.m.   

THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY (PG-13) ✭✭✭✭ 
Palo Alto Square: 1:35, 4:25 & 7:15 p.m. Fri. & Sat. also at 10:05 p.m. 

ENCHANTED (PG) Century 20: 12:30, 3:05, 5:40 & 8:15 p.m. 

THE EYE (PG-13) Century 16: 12:05, 2:45, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:30, 2, 3, 4:30, 7, 8, 9:20 & 10:30 p.m. 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG-13) ✭✭✭ 
Century 20: 1:10 & 3:50 p.m.  

HANNAH MONTANA & MILEY CYRUS: BEST OF BOTH 
WORLDS DISNEY 3D (G) Century 16: Noon, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15 & 
9:40 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 9:45 a.m. 

HOW SHE MOVE (PG-13) 
Century 12: 12:35, 2:55, 5:15, 7:40 & 10:10 p.m. 

I AM LEGEND (PG-13) ✭✭✭ 
Century 20: 12:15, 2:45, 5:20, 7:55 & 10:25 p.m.  

JUNO (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Century 20: Noon, 12:55, 3:25, 5:45, 6:50, 
8:10 & 10:35 p.m. Aquarius: 1, 3:30, 6, 8:20 & 10:40 p.m. 

THE KITE RUNNER (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Century 20: 7:10 & 10:05 
p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:20 & 7:20 p.m. Fri. & Sat. also at 10:20 p.m. 

MAD MONEY (PG-13) 
Century 16: 4:30 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 11 a.m. Century 12: 12:55 & 7:35 p.m. 

MEET THE SPARTANS (PG-13) Century 16: 1:10, 3:25, 5:40, 7:55 
& 10:15 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10:45 a.m. Century 12: 12:40, 1:30, 3:10, 
4:20, 5:25, 7:30, 8:10, 9:50 & 10:25 p.m. 

MICHAEL CLAYTON (R) ✭✭✭1/2 
Century 20: 1:20, 4:15, 7:05 & 9:55 p.m. 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS (PG) Century 
16: 12:50, 3:50, 7:05 & 10:10 p.m.  Century 12: 12:50, 4:10, 7:25 & 10:20 p.m. 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (R) ✭✭✭✭ Century 16: 3:30, 
3:35, 7:10 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 1:35, 4:40, 7:30 & 10:20 p.m. 

THE ORPHANAGE (R) ✭✭✭✭ Century 20: 2, 4:55, 7:40 & 10:10 p.m.

OVER HER DEAD BODY (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:15, 
2:40, 5:05, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 12:25, 2:45, 5:05, 7:25 & 9:45 p.m.  

PERSEPOLIS (PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2 
Aquarius: 12:15 2:45 5, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m. 

THE PIRATES WHO DON’T DO ANYTHING: A VEGGI-
ETALES MOVIE (G) Century 12: 12:25, 2:35, 4:50, 7:10 & 9:20 p.m. 

RAMBO (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 12:35, 3:05, 5:30, 8 & 
10:30 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10:10 a.m. Century 12: 1:10, 2:15, 3:45, 4:40, 
6:15, 9 & 9:45 p.m. 

STRANGE WILDERNESS (R) Century 16: 12:10, 2:35, 5, 7:40 & 
9:55 p.m. Century 12: 1, 4, 7:20 & 10 p.m. 

SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER OF FLEET 
STREET (R) ✭✭ Century 12: 3:30 & 10:15 p.m. 

THERE WILL BE BLOOD (R) ✭✭✭✭ Century 20: Noon, 2:20, 
3:20, 6:45, 9:15 & 10:05 p.m.  Guild: 1, 4:30 & 8 p.m.  

UNTRACEABLE (R) ✭✭ Century 16: 1:30, 4:20, 7 & 9:30 p.m. 
Century 20: 12:10, 1:25, 2:40, 3:55, 5:15, 6:30, 7:50, 9:10 & 10:25 p.m. 

THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP (PG)  
Century 20: 12:35, 3:15, 5:55 & 8:35 p.m. 

27 DRESSES ✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Perpetual 
bridesmaid Jane Nichols (Katherine Heigl) 
eats, sleeps and breathes the elusive 
enchantment of weddings. Jane is such a 
fan that friends and acquaintances look 
to her for all manner of arduous nuptial 
planning. To make matters worse, this 
sincere singleton toils in the taffeta ghet-
to while nurturing an unhealthy crush 
on her clueless but hunky boss George 
(Edward Burns). Salvation arrives in the 
form of Jane’s sister Tess (Malin Aker-
man), a flighty supermodel who’s just 
what the doctor ordered for support and 
distraction. At least that was the plan. 
Tess and George fall head over heels on 
sight, leaving Jane with a clunky finish to 
her fantasies and yet another invitation 
to duty as a not-so-merry maid. Enter 
Kevin (James Marsden), a cynical journal-
ist who meets Jane at a friend’s wedding 
and considers her plight perfect fodder 
for his “Commitments” column. There’s 
nothing new to this Cinderella story 
that telegraphs its routine complications 
with blithe indifference to its formulaic 
forerunners. Fortunately the conventional 
elements are cobbled together with 
perky panache. And then there are the 
dresses — 27, to be exact. They’re frilly 
testaments to the romantic secondary 
and homage to the nice girls who don’t 
always finish last. Rated: PG-13 for lan-
guage and mature themes. 1 hour, 47 
minutes. — J.A.

ATONEMENT ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16) Pre-war England has 
never looked as lush as in Joe Wright’s 
intensely crafted romantic drama. Based 
on Ian McEwan’s exceptional novel of the 
same name, “Atonement” reflects a sim-
pler, easier time. Glamorous Cecilia Tallis 
(Keira Knightley) lives in the lap of luxury 
on her family’s country estate, feigning 
casual indifference to the attentions of 
the housekeeper’s handsome son, Robbie 
Turner (James McAvoy). The vivid imagi-
nation of Cecilia’s younger sister, Briony 
(Saoirse Ronan), sets narrative elements 
in motion. Briony, a willful sprite who 
spends hours at her typewriter churning 
out histrionic theater, discovers Robbie 
and Cecilia in a compromising position 
and, feeling slighted by a discovery far 
beyond her ken, tells a shocking lie with 
devastating consequences for all. In 
the grand tradition of such epic histori-
cal romances as “The English Patient,” 
“Atonement” is one of the year’s finest 
films. Rated: R for war violence, lan-
guage and mature themes. 2 hours, 2 
minutes.  — J.A. 

THE BUCKET LIST ✭
(Century 16, Century 20) Even A-list 
heavyweights Jack Nicholson and Mor-
gan Freeman can’t save this terminal 
tearjerker from itself. Edward Cole 
(Nicholson) is a cantankerous health-care 
mogul who owns the hospital where he’s 
being treated for inoperable cancer. Cole 
is forced to share a room with dying auto 
mechanic Carter Chambers (Freeman). 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Monday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (369-3456)

 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities  
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.
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Ph: 650-964-3321
French Restaurant since 1989

1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

Valentine’s Week
Celebrate With

   !renniD eciN A
5pm - 10pm

MOUNTAINVIEW?LIVING IN

IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THE

CALL 650.964.6300
FREE OF CHARGE



Chemo treatments and close quarters 
offer the pair of grumpy old men plenty 
of opportunity to share their disappoint-
ments and their dreams, which flow like 
lifeblood once both are handed fatal 
prognoses of a year. What would you do 
with unlimited resources and 12 months 
to live? Cole and Chambers buddy up 
on a kicking-the-bucket wish list that 
includes skydiving, race-car driving and 
such wonders of the world as the Taj 
Mahal. Under the leaden direction of 
Rob Reiner “Bucket” plays like molasses 
on meds: slow, superficial and sapped 
of any spark that might be generated 
by lifestyles of the rich and famous, or 
decades of dramatic experience in front 
of the camera.  Rated: PG-13 for lan-
guage and mature themes. A mercifully 
brief 1 hour, 37 minutes. — J.A. 

THE ORPHANAGE ✭✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 20) Adult orphan 
Laura (Belen Rueda) has purchased the 
cavernous mansion where she spent 
her childhood, planning on turning it 
into a home for disabled youngsters. It 
doesn’t take long before her precocious 
son Simon (Roger Princep) is chattering 
on about an imaginary playmate and his 
clever, insidious games. Eerie moments 
mount up: a visit from a deranged social 
worker who knows too much for her 
own good; a treasure hunt gone sorely 
awry; and, after an angry exchange in 
which Simon discovers he is adopted, his 
disappearance. Laura will not accept the 
loss of her son and determines to locate 
him by delving into the realm of the 
supernatural, much to the consternation 
of her anxious husband (Fernando Cayo) 
who’s convinced she’s losing her mind. 
The living co-exist with the dead with 
spine-tingling synchronization as Laura 
straddles both worlds in an effort to save 
Simon and unravel the mystery buried in 
the walls of her old home. Through the 
efforts of a police psychologist (Mabel 
Rivera) and a creepy medium (Geral-
dine Chaplin), treacherous secrets are 
revealed. Saturated in anxiety and dread, 
this contemporary chiller is the real deal. 
Rated: R for violence, some bloodshed 
and mature themes. 1 hour, 45 minutes. 
In Spanish with English subtitles. — J.A. 

PERSEPOLIS
✭✭✭1/2
(Aquarius) The Iranian-born Marjane 

Satrapi partners with underground comic 
artist Vincent Paronnaud to illustrate her 
eventful life in cinematic form. The film 
offers the unique perspective of growing 
up female in Iran during the Islamic revo-
lution and suffering through the war with 
Iraq. Daily life is a study of contradictions. 
Marjane (voiced by Gabrielle Lopes), 
the only child of loving Marxist parents 
(voiced by Catherine Deneuve and Simon 
Abkarian), quickly learns that one can 
speak and behave differently at home 
than in public. A saucy grandmother 
(voiced by Danielle Darrieux) reinforces 
many of the life-must-go-on themes. To 
ensure her safety, Marjane’s family sends 
her to boarding school in Vienna, one of 
many rites of passage that position her 
as an outsider. Edifying and entertaining, 
“Persepolis” paints the personal within 
a political framework. The one-of-a-kind 
animated feature shouldn’t be missed. 
Rated: PG-13 for mature thematic mate-
rial including violent images, sexual 
references, language and brief drug 
content. In French with English subtitles. 
1 hour. 35 minutes. — S.T. 

THERE WILL BE BLOOD 
✭✭✭✭
(Guild) Paul Thomas Anderson plays true 
to form in this raw, original work loosely 
based on Upton Sinclair’s sprawling 
1927 novel “Oil!” Daniel Day-Lewis, and 
only Day-Lewis, possesses the essential 
gravitas to pull off what is sure to be an 
award-winning turn as Daniel Plainview, 
a wily wildcatter in the turn-of-the-centu-
ry west. As a crude oil hustler, Plainview 
travels from town to town plundering the 
land for the rich black pitch that will ulti-
mately make him a millionaire. Plainview 
pins big hopes on Sunday Ranch, a parcel 
of parched land that can be had for $6 
an acre by virtue of a cunning snow job 
on the Sundays themselves, not to men-
tion an entire community of skeptics and 
the Sundays’ sermonizing son, Eli (Paul 
Dano). The townsfolk ultimately rally 
round the plan, hoping for a giant strike 
that will see them rolling in dough. But 
raping the land reaps its own kind of 
hell. Visceral, volatile and epic. Rating: 
R for extreme violence and language. 2 
hours, 38 minutes. — J.A. 

UNTRACEABLE ✭✭
(Century 16, Century 20) Diane Lane 
pays her dues as FBI cyber crimes agent 

Jennifer Marsh, a struggling single mom 
who routinely busts hackers specializing 
in high-end tech and low-end porn. 
Things take a nasty turn when Marsh 
and dogged co-worker Griffin Dowd 
(Colin Hanks) uncover KillWithMe.com, 
complete with live streaming video of a 
kitten tortured to death by starvation. 
And it doesn’t stop there: the sicko’s next 
victim is seen bound and shackled with 
the Web site’s name carved on his chest. 
Each hit on the site ups a super dose of 
anti-coagulant, virtually assuring a fatal 
bleed-out as online gawkers clamor for 
their gory fix. Marsh and Dowd rush to 
dismantle the sophisticated and seem-
ingly untraceable site while the perpetra-
tor invites the whole world to help him 
execute more unwitting prey in unspeak-
able fashion. “Untraceable” unsettles on 
so many levels, most notably the aura 
of reality that pervades the killer’s abil-
ity to manipulate the Internet and hack 
into confidential files to suit his deadly 
needs. “Untraceable” hits its mark with 
unforgettable visuals laden with potential 
for undesirable nightmares. Life is too 
short for long-term exposure to relentless 
agony and distress, even in the guise of 
entertainment. Rated: R for language, 
violence and disturbing images. 1 hour, 
45 minutes. — J.A. 
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790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

For coupons visit us at

www.elpasocafe.com
For coupo visit us atons viouo o visi  a

w elpas cafe comsocl c f o

NEW
parking lot next to the restaurant

NEW ITEMS

GRILLED FISH TACOS

& Ceviche!

650-961-8858650-961-8858
1407 El Camino Real, Mountain View 1407 El Camino Real, Mountain View 

Open All Day 11 am – 9 pmOpen All Day 11 am – 9 pm   ■   Mon-SatMon-Sat

12 Years 
in a Row

FREE*

*Must present coupon. 
Expires 2/21/08

216 Castro St., Mountain View
(650)  969 -1112
w w w . g o d ava r i . u s

Formerly Sue’s Indian Cuisine
same owners • same great food

&Buy One 
Entree

Get One 
Entree

Email your quote to James@Maltbys.com.
You will receive a $25 Gift Card if

we use it in our next ad.

www.maltbys.com

Maltby’s Restaurant
Corner of State & 4th Streets

Tel: 650-917-8777

 

“Me, my children and grandchildren
can always fi nd their favorites at Maltby’s.”

– Jackie Wallace, Los Altos

Nicolino’s Opera Group performing 
Romantic Opera Arias & Broadway Show Tunes

Dining & Dancing with the Fabulous Trio
R I C H A R D, M I C K E Y  &  J O E

T W O  S H O W S  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M :

Our Valentine’s DayOur Valentine’s Day
Thursday, February 14th

2

F�UR COURSE SPECIAL DINNER
Affordably priced at just $49.95 per person

(Tax and gratuity not included)

RESERVATIONS A MUST!  —  (408) 734-5323

CELEBRATE ALL WEEKENDCELEBRATE ALL WEEKEND
Friday, February 15th

“Cupid’s Dinner”
Romantic Strolling Gypsy Violinist

CELEBRATE ALL WEEKENDCELEBRATE ALL WEEKEND
Saturday, February 16th

“Sweetheart Dinner & Dancing”
Instrumental Trio with Dance Floor

Nicolino’s Valentine CelebrationNicolino’s Valentine Celebration

1228 REAMWOOD AVENUE, SUNNYVALE

Off Tasman between Lawrence Expressway & Great America Parkway

Hours: Tuesday - Sunday
5:30pm - 10pm

For Reservations
Call or Visit our Website

www.zitune.com

325 Main St. • Los Altos
650-947-0247

◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆  ◆

Modern Moroccan Cuisine

“One of the 10 most 
memorable meals of 2007”

- Aleta Watson
 Mercury News (12/30/07)

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth, T.H.-Tyler Hanley
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Can You Repeat That? Hearing Loss
Free For Your Health Community Lecture
Wednesday, February 13, 7 - 8 p.m.
Sunnyvale Council Chambers, 456 West Olive Ave
Presented by Meredith Saito, MS-CCA, board certified audiologist. 
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org or call 408-523-3295.

Healthy Family Meals: Makeover Edition
Free Parent Workshop Series
Tuesday, February 5, 7 - 9 p.m.
Palo Alto Medical Foundation Mountain View Center
701 E. El Camino Real
Presented by Pat Sampson, M.D., and Dalia Perelman RD
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7380.

Feeding Your Preschooler
Tuesday, February 12, 7 - 9 p.m.
Palo Alto Medical Foundation Mountain View Center
 701 E. El Camino Real, Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $20
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.

Healthy Skin
Monday, February 11, 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Palo Alto Medical Foundation Mountain View Center
701 E. El Camino Real, Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $20
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.


