
By Daniel DeBolt

Former Mountain View May-
or Sally Lieber will likely 
hand over her District 22 

State Assembly seat to one of 
four Democrats, three of whom 
showed up for a debate in Moun-
tain View Monday night.
 With Kris Wang absent due to a 
Cupertino City Council meeting, 
Anna Song, Paul Fong and Domi-
nic Caserta were asked questions 
by the League of Women Voters as 
they sat in the City Council cham-
bers at Mountain View City Hall. 
 Their similarities on certain 
issues were striking — all three 
support SB-840, the universal 
health care bill proposed by 
Assembly member Sheila Keuhl. 
All said they wanted to maintain 
or increase public school funding, 
which makes sense given their 
backgrounds — Song is a county 
school board member, Caserta is 
a high school history teacher and 
Fong is a community college pro-
fessor and a 15-year trustee of the 
Foothill-De Anza district.
 Where they differed was in 
their top priorities, their style 
and how they would take on 
certain problems, such as a huge 
state budget deficit. 
 Fong, who grew up in Sunnyvale 
in a family of Chinese flower grow-
ers, said his first priority was pass-
ing a universal health care bill, and 
his second priority was making gay 
marriage legal in California. 
 Caserta, a fifth generation val-
ley resident and Santa Clara 
City Council member, said his 
top priority was to establish new 
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By Casey Weiss

Along with fancy dresses, 
tuxedos and manicures, 
breathalyzers have become 

a mainstay at high school proms 
and other big dances.
 The handheld device, which tests 
blood alcohol content by scanning 
a person’s breath, has been used at 
school events for years. This Sat-
urday will be no different, when 
students from both Mountain 
View and Los Altos high schools 
attend their proms.
 As always, administrators will 
have their breathalyzers handy, 
randomly testing the alcohol level 
of students as they wait in line for 
the dance. Boozy breath can result 
in a range of punishments, up to 
and including suspension.

 “It is wonderful. It discour-
ages kids from partying,” Los 
Altos Assistant Principal Cristy 
Dawson said of the policy. “Kids 
engage in risky behavior, and we 
don’t need that at a dance.”

 Administrators say the policy has 
been around as long as they can 
remember, and that it has helped set 
a good tone for the dances. Since the 
breathalyzers are a well-known part 
of many school events, few turn up 
intoxicated, Dawson said. 

 “All the kids know we do it,” 
she said. “You have to be a luna-
tic” to think you can get away 
with drinking.
 Even so, students said, some 
will try.
 “I know people who go drunk 
and figure they can get away with 
it,” said Los Altos High School 
junior Siena Witte. 
 Punishments at each school 
vary for students who are caught, 
depending on the circumstances, 
including blood alcohol level. 
Most students are suspended, 
and their parents are called, but 
Dawson says Los Altos High does 
not have an exact policy for deal-
ing with intoxication. 
 Prom night is one of the big-

  See BREATHALYZERS, page 8

Sparring for 
Lieber’s seat

ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES DEBATE THE ISSUES 
IN FORUM AT MOUNTAIN VIEW CITY HALL

  See ASSEMBLY, page 11

Big war chests 
discouraged 
for council 
candidates

By Daniel DeBolt

Candidates in this 
year’s City Council 
election be warned: 

Go above the voluntary 
spending limit of $19,000 
and many in Mountain View 
won’t like you for it.
 While candidates in cities 
like Fremont and Milpitas are 
spending nearly $100,000 to 
run a city council campaign, 
Mountain View has averaged 
far less, and on Tuesday the 
City Council said it wants 
to keep it that way. Dur-
ing their meeting, members 

  See COUNCIL, page 11

Dominic Caserta Paul Fong

Anna Song Kris Wang

DAVID CENZER 

CLEAR CHOICE:
Mountain View residents perused a variety of wares during the city’s Community Garage Sale, held last 
Saturday in Rengstorff Park.

“I know people who go 
drunk and figure they 
can get away with it.”

Breathalyzers a prom night tradition 
DEVICE INTENDED TO CURB BAD BEHAVIOR BY TIPSY TEENS
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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  |   LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

SUNNYVALE ■ Stunning remodel and expansion! 
Like new 5bd/4ba home, 2900+/- sf with two living 
quarters on large cul-de-sac lot. Top Cupertino School 
District.  $1,425,000

Ellen Saviano

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Beautiful 11,272 +/- sf lot. 
3bd/2.5ba home with gorgeous hardwood floors + eat-
in kitchen. 1598+/- sf. Stunning rear grounds. Mountain 
View Schools.  $1,250,000

Jim & Jimmy Nappo

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Beautiful 4bd+ loft/2.5ba 
home. Gourmet kitchen with Rutt cabinets, granite 
counters, Subzero refrigerator + top-of-the-line appli-
ances. Close to Huff Elementary.  $1,950,000

Jen Paulson

Denise Ewings 

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Hidden jewel! Pride of own-
ership welcomes you to this great 3bd/2ba home. 
Fabulous gourmet kitchen, + expansive family room. 
Large lot.  $880,000

SUNNYVALE ■ Exceptional 4bd/2.5ba home. 
Gourmet kitchen with center island, skylight, Brazilian 
cherrywood floors, + romantic master suite. Picturesque 
landscaping.  $1,198,000

Barbara SilvesterRyan Gowdy & Karen Klemcke

LOS ALTOS ■ Enjoy this traditional ranch-style 
home. 4bd/3ba includes 2 master bedrooms. Beautiful 
HW plank floors in the LR leading to a large FR with 
natural light.  $1,595,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Country Club setting! 4bd/2.5ba 
TH, 2500+/- sf. New kitchen, high ceilings + a separate 
FR. Large, private yard, clubhouse with pool and ten-
nis. 2-car garage.  $1,300,000

Betty Rooker

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Fantastic 2bd/1ba Parc 
Crossings condo in the heart of Silicon Valley where 
Palo Alto, Mountain View & Los Altos meet. Complex 
pool & recreation room. $455,000

Cindi Kodweis

MO U NTAI N VI EW ■ Turn-the-key and move-
in! 2bd/2ba two-story town home offers a spacious LR/
DR combination + indoor laundry. Freshly interior paint 
+ new carpets.  $698,000

Kathy Bridgman



Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Melody Dye.

“ Yeah, probably. If she doesn’t get 
the superdelegates, she should.”

  Vince Gomez, Mountain View

“ Yes, I think so. 
She’s hurting the Democrats.”

  Carla Saballos, Mountain View

“ Yeah, I guess I do since 
she can’t win.”

  Stewart Breslin, Pacifica

“ I choose not to get too 
into politics.”

  Julia Scott, Mountain View

“ Yeah, definitely.”
  Vladimir Garris, Half Moon Bay

Do you think Hillary Clinton 
should drop out of the race?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

STRAIGHT TEETH ARE WITHIN YOUR REACH… Ask us how!

YOUR SMILE SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU. IF YOU LET IT.

Invisalign Day – May 30, 2008
Complimentary Consultation with

David R. Boschken, D.M.D.

© 2007 Align Technology, Inc, All Rights Reserved

Call today to schedule your 
FREE Invisalign® Consultation.

650-964-2626
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A

Mountain View (Corner of El Camino Real and Calderon)

Dr. Boschken is an Elite Provider for Invisalign (top 1% in the world).  He has treated over 850 Invisalign patients.

~PLUS~
$250 Off 

Invisalign Treatment

• Cooking Demos Presented by 
Meyer Appliance and 
Kitchens by Meyer

• Kids‘ Tons of Fun Zone

• Farm-Fresh Produce Stands

• Wines, Microbrews & 
Margaritas

• Fabulous Food & Drink

• Gorgeous Fine Art, Cool Crafts

• Dynamite Live Music

• Burt’s Bees “Bee-Utify Your World” 
 Free Hand Massages and Samples

• Maybelline Great Beauty Tour 
 Free Mini-Makeovers

Free Admission!

May 17-18, 2008

12 th ANNUAL

Info: 650-964-3395  www.miramarevents.com  Sorry, NO PETS.

• Life on BlackBerry Demand 
Generation Tour   
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Summer Registration OPENS May 19
To view our catalogue and register, please visit:
http://continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Stanford Continuing Studies
Common Ground for Uncommon Minds

Select Courses this Summer:
Humanity–An Outsider’s View
Florence in the Age of the Medici
New Media and the Arts

Tibetan Odyssey
Politics in China
The Science of Willpower
Writing and Talking Science
A Gentle Introduction to Chemistry

Practical Music Theory
Short Story Writing (Online Course)
The Literature of Film Noir
The Modern Self

For a full listing, visit:
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range 
of courses designed to cultivate learning and 
enrich the lives of adults in the Bay Area. Most 
courses are taught by Stanford instructors and
are open to all.

Beyond the Bubble: 
The Current US Economic Crisis
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LocalNews

■  C R I M E W AT C H

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY 
WEAPON, 360 BLOCK S. 
SHORELINE BLVD., 5/7
 Two minors got into a fight at the Moun-
tain View Academy. There were no injuries, 
but one person was arrested and taken to 
Juvenile Hall.

DISTURBANCE, LOS CHARROS 
ON W. EL CAMINO REAL, 5/10
 An officer was called to the restaurant 
after a report of drunkenness there. Two 

people were arrested for being drunk in 
public, and one had a controlled substance 
on him and was charged with possession.

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY 
WEAPON, 200 BLOCK CASTRO 
ST., 5/10
 A woman at a bar suffered an injury after 
being hit on the head with a glass object, 
either a bottle or drinking glass. The person 
who hit her fled before police arrived. An 
investigation is in progress.

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
2200 Block California St., 5/10

AUTO BURGLARY
2600 Block Fayette Dr., 5/7
600 Block Alamo Ct., 5/7
150 Block Calderon Ave., 5/8
770 Block W. Middlefield Rd., 5/9
500 Block Central Ave., 5/10
600 Block Ehrhorn Ave., 5/11
Del Medio Avenue/Del Medio Court, 5/11
100 Block N. Whisman Rd., 5/11
100 Block Calderon Ave., 5/12

BATTERY
200 Block Bush St., 5/7
150 Calderon Ave., 5/8
2600 Block Terminal Blvd., 5/9
Escuela Avenue/Latham Street, 5/9

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
800 Block Maude Ave., 5/11
500 Block W. El Camino Real, 5/12

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Castro Street/Villa Street, 5/6
Pear Avenue/N. Shoreline Boulevard, 5/6
400 Block View St., 5/7
500 Block Showers Dr., 5/7
200 Block Windrose Place, 5/8
W. Dana Street/Hope Street, 5/10
200 Block Castro St., 5/12

DISTURBANCE
Terra Bella Academy, 5/9
Los Charros Restaurant - W. El Camino 
Real, 5/10

GRAND THEFT
700 Block Continental Circle, 5/8
300 Block E. Evelyn Ave., 5/8
2600 Block California St., 5/11

PETTY THEFT
500 Block Showers Dr., 5/6
1300 Block Snow St., 5/8
1900 Block Montecito Ave., 5/9
2600 Block California St., 5/9
300 Block Showers Dr., 5/10
Crittenden School, 5/12
Mi Pueblo, 5/12

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA
Northbound 101/Old Middlefield Way, 
5/7
170 Block Centre St., 5/9

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
Calderon Avenue/Church Street, 5/6
200 Block Central Ave., 5/6
300 Block S. Shoreline Blvd., 5/6
College Avenue/Leland Avenue, 5/6
500 Block Tyrella Ave., 5/10
500 Block Ortega Ave., 5/10
1200 Block Bonita Ave., 5/12

VANDALISM
700 Block E. El Camino Real, 5/8
1000 Block N. Rengstorff Ave., 5/8
360 Block Bryant St., 5/9
250 Block Castro St., 5/9
Latham Street/S. Rengstorff Avenue, 5/12
500 Block South Dr., 5/12

■  P O L I C E L O G

WOLFSBURG CORPORATION
261 Moffett Boulevard, Mountain View

650-964-4144
For fast service, please have factory parts number handy

WHOLESALE PRICES FOR THE PUBLIC
LOWEST OVERHEAD = 

LOWEST PRICES

MERCEDES, BMW, VOLKSWAGEN, 
SAAB, PORSCHE, AUDI, JAGUAR, 

VOLVO
WE ALSO STOCK 

ASIAN CAR PARTS

CAR PARTS



DON FERIA 

Jesus Alcazar, 9, examines his new medal during a ceremony for students reclassified this week as 
being proficient in English. 

■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

■ COMMUNITY

■ FEATURESLocalNews
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE
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Worker 
Center’s new 

building 
turns pricey

ESCUELA AVENUE 
STRUCTURE REQUIRES 
MAJOR RENOVATIONS, 

INCLUDING NEW 
ROOF, INTERIOR

A medal for English learners
DISTRICT HOLDS CEREMONY FOR STUDENTS PASSING BATTERY OF LANGUAGE TESTS 

By Casey Weiss

Dozens of students, walk-
ing proudly across the 
stage, were cheered by 

parents, teachers and admin-
istrators Monday for one of 
the most important accom-
plishments in their educational 
careers: becoming proficient 
users of the English language.
 These Mountain View Whis-
man School District students, 
165 in all, were reclassified 
this week as being proficient in 
English after years of studying 
the language.

 The students, representing 
all six elementary schools and 
both middle schools, received 
a certificate of reclassification 
and a medal from trustees 
and district administrators 
at Castro Elementary School 
on Monday evening. Being 
proficient for these non-native 
English speakers means they 
can now complete the appro-
priate grade level work.
 “Kids, I am so proud of you,” 
Superintendent Maurice Ghy-
sels said during the ceremony. 
“My heart is gushing.”
 To be reclassified, the stu-

dents scored advanced or early 
advanced on the California 
English Language Develop-
ment Test last fall, passed both 
the California Standard Test 
and a writing assessment, and 
were recommended by their 
teachers. The number of stu-
dents reclassified jumped 50 
percent this year, with only 115 
passing in 2007-08.
 “This is about our strong com-
munity,” Ghysels said. “It is an 
honor and privilege to be your 
superintendent.”
 
 

From the
Editor’s 

Desk

By Daniel DeBolt

Unexpected cost hikes are 
not stopping the Day 
Worker Center’s pur-

chase of a small building near 
Rengstorff Park.
 The center is set to purchase 
the building at 117 Escuela Ave., 
which formerly housed a dry-
cleaner, at the end of the month, 
but the estimated cost to reno-
vate the property has gone up 
considerably.
 The center has already raised 
the $350,000 purchase price, but 
the cinderblock structure needs 
a new roof and a new interior, 
which will cost at least $800,000, 
said John Rinaldi, a board mem-
ber who has been working with 
the center since 1996. Earlier 
this year, the center had told City 
Council members that renova-
tion costs would be $350,000.
 “It’s costing so much more 
than I ever anticipated,” Rinaldi 
said. “It’s ending up being over $1 
million.”
 “I don’t see it as a big obstacle,” 
said center director Maria Mar-
roquin. “It’s a great opportu-
nity for the community to come 
together and raise this money. It 
just takes time.”
 It may be a year before the 
center can move in as the project 
makes its way through the city 
planning pipeline. The center 
just paid the city $15,000 for 
a traffic and parking study — 
a “heart-wrenching expense,” 
Rinaldi said, when he thinks of 
all the other things the center has 
to pay for.
 But the alternative to the 
Escuela site was spending mil-
lions of dollars for a site along El 
Camino Real.
 “To buy this building at this 
price, it’s so unique,” Rinaldi 
said. “This is a community 
coming together in a way that 

  See DAY WORKER, page 12

  See ENGLISH, page 16

Teachers: More kindergarten pays off 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS TEST BETTER AFTER SCHOOL HOURS ARE EXPANDED

By Casey Weiss

With the Mountain 
View Whisman 
School District 

working to raise math scores 
and address English language 
development, teachers say 
they know one program that 
gets results: extended kinder-
garten hours.
 At Monta Loma Elementary 

School, where kindergarten 
classes were extended for sev-
eral hours each day, teachers say 
the extra time has been crucial 
in teaching vocabulary and lan-
guage skills to English language 
learners. These programs also 
allow more free play, helping 
students to develop social skills, 
teachers say.
 According to Monta Loma 
teacher Angela Lyon, by 

expanding these programs, 
teachers can “allow greater flex-
ibility during the kindergarten 
day, provide language instruc-
tion for our English language 
learners as well as enrichment 
for our English speakers, and 
promote a sense of community 
so that all students each lunch 
together and stay for the entire 

  See KINDERGARTEN, page 16

City to 
appeal 

Shoreline 
ruling

JURY FOUND AUDITOR 
DZH TO BE AT FAULT 

EARLIER THIS YEAR, BUT 
AWARDED NO DAMAGES

By Daniel DeBolt

After surviving a trial 
earlier this year, the 
auditing firm accused 

of helping the operators of 
Shoreline Amphitheatre steal 
millions from the city now 
faces an appeal. 
 The city says Daoro, Zydel 
and Holland, or DZH, is 
responsible for $22 million 
in damages after allegedly 
betraying the city’s trust by 
working as the city’s auditor 
and, unbeknownst to the city, 
also working for operators 
Bill Graham Presents and 
LiveNation. 
 Earlier this year a jury 
found the auditor to be at 
fault, yet awarded the city 
no damages. City attorney 
Michael Martello requested a 
new trial to award damages, 
but that request was rejected 
last month. 
 The council voted unani-
mously in closed session for 
the appeal, based on the 
alleged jury misconduct and 
the fact that the defendant’s 
expert witness on audits had 
never conducted an audit 
before, Martello said. V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

BACK NEXT WEEK
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Cuesta Heron
■  S E E N  A R O U N D  T O W N

 “I was delighted to see a great blue heron standing beside an asphalt path at Cuesta Park,” 
wrote Ray Morneau. “He even let me snap some photos.”
 If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it (as a 
jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR 
COMPUTER  SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. 
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

GANG AWARENESS 
SEMINAR NEXT WEEK
 The Mountain View Challenge 
Team and Mesa de la Comunidad 
will be hosting a Gang Awareness 
Seminar next week to help parents 
keep track of gang-related topics.
 The informational event will 
touch on trends, culture and 
recruitment among gangs. The 
seminar will be in both English and 
Spanish, and Mountain View police 
officers from the department’s 
Gang Suppression Team will be 
available to answer questions.
 Child care for the duration of the 
event will be provided. There will 
also be door prizes and inforation 

for other resources available. The 
event is Thursday, May 22 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Castro Elemen-
tary School, 505 Escuela Ave.

— Nicole Baldocchi

LOCAL AGENCY PROVIDES 
INSURANCE FOR CHILDREN
 More than 20 local low-income 
children enrolled for free and 
reduced health insurance last week-
end during a sign-up day sponsored 
by a local health agency. 
 The Children’s Health Initiative, 
which provides health care access to 
uninsured children in Santa Clara 
County, held its first high school 

event at Los Altos High School on 
Saturday, May 10. 
 Children’s Health Initiative uses 
three federal, state and local pro-
grams to enroll children, ranging 
from very young to high school age. 
The organization does not check 
the immigration status of the chil-
dren it enrolls.
 Twenty-two students, mostly 
from Mountain View, signed up 
for insurance at the event, a normal 
number for sign-up days, according 
to volunteer Ellen Wheeler. The 
organization plans to hold another, 
larger event in Pioneer Park in Sep-
tember.

— Casey Weiss 

■  C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

Mountain View Online launches video ads
Staff Reports

Mountain View Online 
has begun launching 
online video adver-

tising from local businesses, 
giving the newspaper’s Web 
readers a unique and personal 
view of those businesses’ own-
ers and clientele.
 The 30- to 60-second video 
ads will appear at the top right 
portion of all Mountain View 
Online Web pages. A link to 

the Web site of the business 
appears below the video. The 
videos are produced by the 
staff of Embarcadero Publish-
ing Company, which owns the 
Voice, Palo Alto Weekly and 
Menlo Park Almanac.
 The videos typically feature 
the owner or manager of the 
business and in some cases 
an employee or customer. In 
addition, a second type of 
video ad will appear in a video 
business directory. Those ads 

will feature service providers 
describing themselves and 
their business. The directory 
is aimed primarily at licensed 
professionals such as chiro-
practors, attorneys, accoun-
tants, therapists and financial 
advisers. 
 Recently, the site launched a 
major new Web service for 
real estate information, 
including maps of local homes 
for sale, open homes and prior 
sales data. V

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW
COUNCIL NEIGHBORHOODS 

COMMITTEE

Monta Loma/Farley/Rock Street Area
Neighborhood Meeting

May 15, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Monta Loma Elementary School

460 Thompson Avenue
The City of Mountain View Council Neighborhoods Committee will be 
meeting with residents in the Monta Loma/Farley/Rock Street area on 
May 15, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. (area shown on the map below). 

The Council Neighborhoods Committee invites residents in this area 
to participate in a forum to hear about new projects in the community 
and discuss issues vital to your neighborhood. This is an opportunity 
to make a difference in the future of your neighborhood, and express 
your thoughts about ways to improve city services. 

For further information, please call the City’s Neighborhood 
Preservation Division at (650) 903-6379.

MONTA LOMA/
FARLEY/ROCK STREET 

NEIGHBORHOODS 
AREA
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New owner to renovate 
Castro building

‘WEILHEIMER STORE,’ BUILT IN 1874, SOLD TO DEVELOPER

By Daniel DeBolt

After standing vacant for 
years, the historic down-
town building at 124-126 

Castro Street, known by city 
historians as the “Weilheimer 
store,” is now set for a renovation 
under a new owner.
 For the last two years former 
owner Terry Klein worked slowly 
to preserve the historic presence 
of what may be the oldest com-
mercial building in the city. His 
family owned the building for over 
50 years, and once sold clothing 
and shoes there when it was “the 
workingman’s store.” It’s even the 
place where he met his wife.
 It wasn’t easy to let go, but due 
to Klein’s recent health problems, 
he has sold it to Los Altos native 
Don Imwalle of Imwalle Stegner 
Development, who plans to restore 
it by year’s end.
 “There comes a point in your 
life when you can only do certain 
things,” Klein said. “I gave it as 
much as I could to rejuvenate that 
building to what it was originally. 
I just had to bail out and hope for 
the best; that’s all I could do.” 
 Built in 1874, the building is 
said to be the oldest commercial 
structure in the city, surviving 
the 1906 earthquake. It has been 
added to and altered substantially 
over the years, and the wood posts 
that once held up the awning for 
the popular Weilheimer general 
store — featuring marks from the 
thousands of horses that have been 
hitched to them — were re-used 
inside, Klein said. Remnants of 
history, old bottles and signs, are 
displayed in the window.
 Klein had hoped for a busi-
ness “that would represent the 
building to the old-timers and 
Mountain View pioneers who 
loved coming in there,” but dis-

agreements between him and a 
sibling over the inherited build-
ing stalled his dream. 
 Imwalle, who closed escrow 
on the building April 29, seems 
to enjoy the history of it. “We’re 
going to do a historic retrofit of 
the facade — a mid-19th century 
look,” he said. “We have a picture 
of the way it originally looked, 
which is quite attractive.”
 “It’s great to see Main Street 
USA make a comeback,” Imwalle 
said about business trends on 
Castro Street. 
 Imwalle credited Klein with 
saving the building’s structure 
from leaky plumbing a few years 
ago by giving his restaurant 
tenants the boot and pulling 
the walls apart to help them 
“breathe.” He has plans for a large 
restaurant to take up the interior, 
but says he is also open to a retail 
tenant. He said the restoration 
could take as little a three to four 
months if there are no delays.
 The city zoning administrator 
extended permits for a restaurant 
and facade improvements on April 
23, despite heavy interest from 
the city for more retail and fewer 
restaurants on Castro Street.
 “I think Castro Street will see 
more retail but probably not on 
the 100 block,” where restaurants 
like Xahn, next door, are a huge 
hit, Imwalle said. “If you tried 
to put retail in there by itself it 
would struggle.” 
 City project planner Melinda 
Dennis said the city was happy to 
see the project moving forward. 
The “highly visible” location 
across the street from the train 
station is one of the final pieces of 
the downtown development 
“puzzle,” she said. V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com © 2008 Hunter Douglas, Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas, Inc.

Stylers Floor Covering, Inc.
650-961-8910

2249 Grant Road. Los Altos
(One Block South of Lucky’s at Foothill & Arboretum)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, QUALITY AND VALUE SINCE 1953
Contractors Lic #750203

©   2008 Hunter Douglas, Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas, Inc.

PER UNIT (4 unit max)

DON’T DELAY.
OFFER ENDS SOON!

Redo Your
View
Freshen up your home’s décor

and reduce energy costs with

Hunter Douglas Duette® honeycomb 

shades. Available in a rainbow of 

fashionable colors and styles, Duette 

shades bring beauty and light control 

to windows of almost any shape or 

size. Add a select operating system 

and save $20 to $200 per unit.

$20-$200 

Duette® 
honeycomb shades

with select operating systems 

SAVE E 

•  Work Done on Premise. One Stop Service

•  Battery Change While You Shop

•  Refurbishing of All Watches 
   (Mechanical & Quartz)

•  Quality Service Guaranteed

•  Rolex, Longines, Tissot, Omega, Bulova

SINCE 1983
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Located inside your favorite store

1040 Grant Rd 
Mountain View 
(650) 969-5601

5285 Prospect Rd 
San Jose

(408) 257-1370

525 El Camino
Menlo Park

(650) 329-8939

The Weilheimer store is pictured on the right at around 1903.

M-F 6am-9pm  Sa/Su 8am-7pm 
1625 N. Shoreline Blvd.  Mt. View, CA 94043 

 
Spring into Shape! 
     at Overtime Fitness 

WWW.OVERTIMEFITNESS.COM 

650.944.8555 

CLASSES.  TRAINERS.  NEW EQUIPMENT.

First time trial customers only please.
Offer expires 05/31/08. Must present this ad.

First time trial customers only please.
Off i 05/31/08 M t t thi d

WORKOUT FOR FREEWORKOUT FOR FREE

10 DAY TRIAL OFFER

LIVE.  FLEX.  GROW.  ENGAGE.

 
Spring into Shape! 
     at Overtime Fitness 

WORKOUT FOR FREE

LIVE.  FLEX.  GROW.  ENGAGE.
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Now Enrolling! 

e-mail: info@cclc.com phone: 408-732-2500 

If you have any additional questions, or for more information 
about our center, please call or email us. Para información en 
Espa�ol Ilamada 408-732-2500 ext. 239 

Now Enrolling!
Facts About Child Care at the 

City of Mountain View 
Child Care Center

Age Group Age Range * Ratios Group Size 

 Infants  6 wks. - 12 mo. 1:4 8 

 Toddlers  12 mo. - 24 mo. 1:4 8 
 Jr. Preschool  24 mo. - 36 mo. 1:7 14 

 Preschool  3 yrs. - 4 yrs. 1:10 20 

 Pre-K  4 yrs. - 5 yrs. 1:10 20 

What enrollment schedules are offered?
The center will offer full day and part-time care for 
children Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m.

Who has priority enrollment?
Low income Mountain View residents have fi rst 
priority, followed by general City of Mountain View 
residents. Remaining available spaces will be offered 
to those employed in the City of Mountain View.

What age groups will the center serve?
The City of Mountain View Child Care Center offers care 
to children six weeks through fi ve years of age.

When will the center open?
The City of Mountain View Child Care Center will 
open in September 2008. Enrollment from lottery 
will begin in May followed by a waiting list.

How did this center come about?
The center is made possible through a partnership 
with the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the 
City of Mountain View and CCLC.

What are the teacher-to-child ratios and 
group sizes?
The City of Mountain View Child Care Center offers 
the following teacher-to-child ratios:

*Approximate ranges

Now Enrolling!
If you have any additional questions, or for more information 
about our center, please call or email us. Para información en 
Español llamada 408-732-2500 ext. 239.

e-mail:  info@cclc.com     phone:  408-732-2500

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

Services: 9:30 & 11 a.m. Sunday Sch: 9:30 & 11 a.m. Forum: 9 a.m. 
505 E. Charleston Rd. Palo Alto  (650) 494-0541 www.uucpa.org

Unitarian
Universalist
Church of 
Palo Alto

Where different beliefs
bring people together

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221 

or e-mail 
byoc@paweekly.com

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189 Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

We invite you to hear 
Interim Pastor Richard Spencer’s
Sermon Topics for April & May: 

“Series: The Commandments”
(See Web Site for interesting details)

Sunday Bible Study 9 AM, 
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

gest, and last, dances of the year. 
This Saturday, Los Altos High 
students will hold their prom at 
the DeCathlon Club in San Jose, 
while Mountain View High’s big 
event will be held aboard a San 
Francisco Bay cruise ship. 
 At Los Altos High, the princi-
pal and all three assistant princi-
pals attend prom night and help 
enforce the alcohol policies. For 
Mountain View High, normally 
two administrators and a law 
enforcement officer are present 
at the dances. 
 Students seemed to have mixed 
feelings about the policy.
 “It’s not a big deal,” said Witte, 
as she ate lunch near the Los 
Altos High campus on Monday. 
“It hasn’t affected us.”
 “Some of the people who drink 
are more worried about it,” added 
junior Dmitry Maslenitsyn. 
 The schools recently received 
new wands that can read blood 
alcohol content when waved in 

front of a student’s mouth. Still, 
a few students said they felt the 
policy was intrusive and singled 
out certain students.
 “They say it is random, but I 
will definitely be breathalyzed,” 
sophomore Alex Bailey said. 
“You get pulled out and everyone 
is looking at you.”
 Los Altos Principal Keith 
Moody said most students are 
compliant with the rules. “There 
are some kids who are the politi-
cians and see it as a violation,” 
he said. However, “We don’t nor-
mally get a lot of resistance about 
things that keep students safe.”
 Moody added that the commu-
nity has other ways to discourage 
drinking. Parents enforce rules 
at home, and leadership students 
help educate their peers about the 
dangers of alcohol and drugs.
 “The parents don’t condone these 
things,” he said. “It all depends on 
the connectedness between school 
and community.” V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

BREATHALYZERS
  Continued from page 1

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS HOLD 
SPRING OPEN HOUSES 
 Local elementary and middle 
schools will open their doors 
to parents this month for the 
annual spring open houses. 
During the events, schools in 
the Mountain View Whisman 
School Districts will invite 
parents to visit the classrooms, 
meet with teachers and check 
out art projects.
 All the open houses begin 
at 6:30 p.m. Crittenden and 
Monta Loma have already held 
their open houses. The other 
open houses will occur this 
month: Graham on May 20, 
Theuerkauf on May 21, Huff 
and Castro on May 28 and 
Landels and Bubb on May 29.

CRITTENDEN, 
ALTA VISTA HOLD 
RECYCLING EVENTS
 To raise extra funds for 
the student activities office, 
Crittenden Middle School 
students are holding an e-re-
cycling event this weekend 
for local residents, allowing 
them to drop off old and used 
electronics.  
 Students will be collecting 
the computers, televisions 
and other electronics on Sat-
urday, May 17 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., or before the weekend 
at Crittenden Middle School, 

located at 1701 Rock Street, 
Mountain View.
 Students receive 25 cents 
from the recycling company 
for each pound of computer 
and CRT monitors they col-
lect. For more information, 
call Arturo Noriega at (650) 
903-6945 or e-mail him at 
anoriega@mvwsd.org
 Also on Saturday, Alta Vista 
High School is holding its own 
recycling event. The school, 
located at 1325 Bryant Ave., 
will be taking e-waste from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. It will also hold 
a rummage sale Saturday, 
where it will sell all kinds of 
donations — books, toys, 
clothes and more — made to 
the school up until the eve-
ning of Friday, May 16.

GRAHAM HIRES NEW 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
 Graham Middle School will 
begin next school year with 
a new administration after 
district trustees hired a new 
assistant principal last wee.
 Alberto Verduzc, currently 
a principal in the Alum Rock 
district of San Jose, spent last 
week meeting students and 
parents at his new school.
 Verduzc, who speaks flu-
ent Spanish, has worked in 
elementary, middle and high 
schools for the last 14 years. 

— Casey Weiss

■  E D U C AT I O N B R I E F S
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7-year-old Joseph loves to play ball, but suffers from juvenile arthritis. Only a year 
ago, he was so sore and lethargic that he could barely walk. Today, under the care of pediatric 
rheumatologists at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, Joseph is back to playing second base on 
his little league team.

By including Packard Children’s in your estate plan today, you help children like Joseph receive 
specialized care not found at most hospitals. Your gift can create tax savings for your estate or 
help fulfill your financial goals — all while improving the health of children.

Contact our gift planning office to learn more. Visit: www.lpfch.org/giftplanning  
or call (650) 736-1211.

JOIN OUR TEAM
Make us a partner  
in your estate plan

S U P P O R T
C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I TA L

YO U R
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A Heartfelt Thanks to Our Employees, 
Medical Staff and Volunteers.

Their dedication makes all the difference.

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital and Stanford Hospital & Clinics want to honor the 

devoted men and women who bring their expertise and compassion with them every day. 

In doing so, they provide our patients with the excellent care for which we are renowned. 

It is with great pride that we salute the efforts of the employees, medical staff and 

volunteers of our institutions. Their contributions are invaluable.



job training programs for high schools, 
because these days, he said, “We are telling 
kids that aren’t going to be lawyers that 
their skills aren’t valuable.” His second 
priority is health care, a problem he says 
he can solve, which is why he is endorsed 
by the California Nurses Association. 
 Song, a Korean-born mother of two 
and an eight-year veteran of the county 
school board, said education is her first 
priority, followed by women’s issues, 
listed on her Web site as domestic vio-
lence, pay equity and job training.
 A statement from Wang, the Taiwan-
born mayor of Cupertino, was read at 
the meeting. She expressed her support 
for sustainable energy and innova-
tion in Silicon Valley, and she quoted a 
Cupertino citizens’ group which called 
her a “true public servant with no ties to 
special interests.” 
 Fong and Caserta touted their endorse-
ments. Fong is endorsed by Lieber and 
the political establishment, such as U.S. 
Congress members Anna Eshoo, Zoe 
Lofgren and Mike Honda. Caserta, a 
former Republican, touted his support 
from high-tech companies like Micro-
soft and Hewlett Packard, and from 
police officers associations, including 
Mountain View’s. He also has the sup-
port of several major unions. 
 The candidates were asked how they 
would close the state’s budget gap. 
Caserta proposed a tax on oil com-
panies that drill in California, which 
would raise $15 billion, he said. Fong 

proposed new vehicle license fees, which 
could raise $6 billion. Song proposed 
more “Robin Hood” taxes which would 
raise rates for those making more than 
$500,000 a year.
 To clean up the state’s environment, 
Fong said he would introduce legislation 
to require that 50 percent of all vehicles 
sold in the state by 2020 use alternative 
fuel. Caserta mentioned Santa Clara’s 
award-winning “green power” program 
which he would like to see imple-
mented statewide, along with a 
commitment to increase fuel 
efficiency in cars by 50 per-
cent over the next 10 years. 
Song said she would like to 
see incentives for businesses 
to use solar power and better 
recycling programs, and on 
her Web site she also advocates 
more stringent business inspec-
tions and clean-ups of toxics. 
 In closing, Fong said he had been a 
public leader for 35 years while working 
to build an “equitable society,” and men-
tioned his endorsement from the Califor-
nia Democratic Party and the California 
Federation of Teachers. Song said she 
would think of her two kids while work-
ing in Sacramento to better their future, 
and that the area needed a “stronger 
voice” in Sacramento. Caserta said that 
“we deserve so much better” when it 
comes to our state representatives, and 
vowed to create jobs locally, because “We 
are losing jobs in this area.”  V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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Measure C would renew, and raise, property tax for schools
By Casey Weiss

If passed on June 3, Measure 
C would collect $3 million a 
year from local property tax-

es to continue running school 
programs such as outdoor edu-
cation, support for English lan-
guage learners and music and 
art classes in the Mountain View 
Whisman School District. 
 With state budget cuts threat-
ening recent gains by the dis-
trict — including smaller class 
sizes and teacher retention — 
the schools’ communities are 
hoping voters will approve the 
parcel tax to help make up the 
difference.
 Advocates think of the mea-
sure as renewing the current 
parcel tax, Measure J, which 
passed in 2004 and expires in 
2009. The new tax, which would 
not begin until 2009, would 
increase rates by 69 percent, 
providing additional revenue 
as the district faces nearly $3 

million in expected cuts under 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
January budget proposal. 
 “If Measure C does not pass, 
the Mountain View Whisman 
School District will lose the $1.7 
million in annual parcel tax 
funding as well as the $2.7 mil-
lion the district is likely to lose 
as a result of the state budget 
deficit,” Superintendent Mau-
rice Ghysels said in an e-mail. 
 “Due to the drastic budget 
cuts proposed by the governor, 
the parcel tax is essential in 
maintaining basic programs,” 
said Craig Goldman, the dis-
trict’s chief financial officer. 
“Without the parcel tax, sup-
port for those programs would 
be severely cut.”
 Legally, the revenue from the 
eight-year parcel tax must go 
directly toward teacher attrac-
tion and retention, small class 
sizes, library supplies and staff, 
art and music programs and 
programs for enhancing student 

achievement. Each year, a special 
parcel tax oversight committee 
discusses expenditures from the 
parcel with district trustees. 
 School administrators worry 
that the proposed budget cuts 
could continue in upcoming 
years. As a revenue limit dis-
trict, Mountain View Whis-
man receives the majority of its 
funding from the state, and has 
already begun initial budget cuts 
in anticipation of state slashes. 
Teachers agreed to forfeit their 
cost of living adjustment, and 
the district board will vote this 
week on whether to increase the 
price of school lunches.
 “We are anticipating the state 
budget crisis to extend over 
years,” Goldman said.
 While many teachers and 
administrators are campaigning 
in favor of Measure C, they do it 
off-hours, and the campaign is 
paid for by Friends of MVWSD, 
a group of volunteers who sup-
port the parcel tax.

 Under Measure C, property 
owners with the smallest par-
cels — 8,000 square feet or 
less — would pay $127 a year, 
compared to $75 under Measure 
J. Owners of parcels larger than 
44,000 square feet would pay 
$1,016 a year, compared to $600 
under the original parcel tax. 
 Residents receiving supple-
mental security income and 
senior citizens would be 
exempt under Measure C, 
according to Charles Heath, 
vice president of Tramutola, a 
consulting firm that is helping 
prepare and pass the measure.
 There is no official opposi-
tion to the Measure on the 
voter guide, and according 
to Heath, “We have seen no 
organized opposition to the 
measure whatsoever.” 
 Meanwhile, the Friends of 
MVWSD group has been put-
ting up signs and working the 
phones to gain support for the 
measure. The local high school 

and community college dis-
tricts, Chamber of Commerce 
and other local businesses, have 
all endorsed the Measure.
 “We have a compelling case,” 
said Heath. If the measure didn’t 
pass, “it would be devastating.”
 Despite the lack of opposi-
tion, Laura Blakely, president of 
Friends of MVWSD, said Mea-
sure C still does not have the 67 
percent it needs to win. When 
volunteers call, they ask voters if 
they will support the measure, 
and tally the responses. 
 “The responses are good,” 
Blakely said. “But we are still not 
convinced of a victory.”
 Blakely said the volunteers 
are also low on funds, get-
ting by with less money than 
expected to pay for consulting 
and mass mailings.
 “We are keeping our fingers 
crossed,” she said. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

ASSEMBLY
  Continued from page 1

unanimously rejected proposals to raise the 
voluntary spending cap as high as $26,000.
 Mayor Tom Means, who will run for 
re-election this fall, said he was elected 
in 2004 after spending only $5,000, and 
added he could probably win this time for 
less than $4,000.

 “If I had to raise $30,000 there 
is no way I would get involved in 

this,” said council member Ronit 
Bryant, who plans to use her 
old lawn signs when she runs 
for re-election in 2010. “It’s 
difficult enough to encourage 
people to run given the $3 an 

hour we get paid.”
 Council member Matt 

Pear suggested that people not be 
allowed to be vice mayor or mayor if 

they go over the limit. Social pressures are 
currently the biggest deterrent, bolstered 
by the fact that violators “get written up in 
the Voice,” Pear said. Violators also forfeit 
more than $2,000 from the city to pay for 
ballot candidate statements.
 “It’s just like an arms race to some 
extent,” Means said about uncontrolled 
spending limits. “When you see people 
spend more than the salary they will be 
getting, it makes you wonder what else 
they are getting.”
 For those in the past who didn’t abide 
by the limit or who broke their promises, 
there was some “shunning that went on,” 
said council member Nick Galiotto. 
 “A reasonably savvy person can do a 
lot of e-mail marketing,” noted member 
Laura Macias. “That doesn’t cause as 

much paper waste as mailing. I just really 
like the idea of keeping it small.”
 Also rejected was a proposal for a 3 to 5 
percent annual increase in the voluntary 
limit to compensate for growing costs of 
postage, materials and services. One mail-
ing alone can now cost $9,000, Galiotto 
said, and lawn signs have doubled in cost 
in recent years. 
 Means said he was able to buy ads every 
week in local papers and still stay within 
budget. And he noted that the Internet 
provides a free medium for reaching the 
public, which members aren’t taking 
advantage of.
 “I don’t think any of us put videos on 
YouTube,” he said.

Council weighs in on Props 98, 99
 The council weighed in on two compet-
ing eminent domain propositions Tues-
day night.
 After concerns were cited that Proposi-
tion 98 would adversely affect the city’s 
mobile home parks and below market rate 
housing program, the council voted 4-2 to 
oppose it in favor of Proposition 99, which 
was called the “status quo” proposition by 
Mayor Means, who abstained. Member 
Jac Siegel didn’t think the city should take 
a position on the matter.
 Although many Peninsula cities are 
rejecting Prop 98, council member Matt 
Pear said he supported it, saying it pro-
vided increased protection for small busi-
ness, religious groups and farmers. But 
others say the proposition has a “hidden 
agenda” and would gut renters’ protec-
tions in the state.  V   

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

COUNCIL
  Continued from page 1

h a 
el 

s 
ec-

ad been a

is no way
this,” sa

Bryan
old la
for r
diffic
peopl

hour w

Pear sugg
allowed to be 

they go over the l

ELECTION

20082008



LocalNews

12  ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■   MAY 16, 2008 

never happens. It meets every 
vision I could have put together 
in the late 1990s. It’s absolutely 
remarkable.”
 For its part, the city is currently 
negotiating a 20-year lease for 
a patch of city land next to the 
new building that could be used 
for parking. The deal would be 
the city’s match to $50,000 and 
$25,000 contributions pledged 
from the cities of Los Altos and 
Los Altos Hills, respectively. 
 Unless the lease is negotiated 
quickly, Rinaldi said, the center 
will have to buy the property 
without the money pledged from 
the other cities, forcing it to apply 
for a bridge loan.
 While waiting for the new 
building, the center is seeing a 
downturn in employment at its 
temporary location at the Trin-

ity United Methodist Church on 
Hope and Mercy streets. Work 
has decreased by 20 percent since 
the center moved from Escuela 
and California streets last year, 
Marroquin said, though there 
has also been a downturn in the 
economy. Also, the city has yet 
to follow through on promises 
that the street signs would be 
replaced to redirect traffic to the 
new location.
 It is hoped that the new 
location back on Escuela will 
help attract more workers and 
employers. For Rinaldi, it’s 
almost a religious pursuit.
 The community is “not com-
plete until the poor and the mar-
ginalized are brought into the 
picture and have a seat at the 
table,” he said. “The community 
then becomes a whole.” V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

DAY WORKER
  Continued from page 5

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

A  L A  C A R T E 
and

Volunteers are needed to pour wine, beer, sodas, 
margaritas and sell tokens and glassware for a 
3½ hour shift. Volunteers receive a free t-shirt and 
non-alcoholic drink coupon. Teams of couples, 
families, and friends are welcome. Call 650-964-3395 or 

email mvcba@aol.com

A  L A  
VOLUNTEERS 
   WANTED

A

 pour wine, beer, sodas,
kens 

nteers
k cou

nds 

A
NTEERS 

Sat. & Sun. May 17 & 18
Downtown Mtn. View

2008

160 Main Street
Los Altos, CA  
www.alhorizonstvl.com
phone 650.941.5810
fax 650.941.7839

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

All Horizons Travel Inc.

Photo of 
Korey, Jeremy 
and Klarrisa Lee 
on a family trip to 

the pyramids 
in Giza, near 
Cairo, Egypt.

Take a photo with 
the Mountain View Voice on 
your next trip and email to 

dmartin@mv-voice.com or mail 
to Postcards, P.O. Box 405, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

Send Us Send Us 
A Postcard
A Postcard

Youth leader forced 
out of U.S.

LUCIO CACIANO-MIRANDA TELLS A JUDGE 
HE’LL LEAVE THE COUNTRY BY JULY

By Daniel DeBolt

Lucio Caciano-Miranda, 
the local youth leader 
who worked out of St. 

Athanasius Catholic Church 
on Rengstorff Avenue, has 
agreed to leave the country 
due to deportation proceed-
ings brought against him by 
the federal government.
 Caciano-Miranda, 37, told 
a San Francisco judge last 
week that he will leave the 
country by July to pursue 
studies for seven years at a 
seminary in Mexico City. He 
will not be allowed to return 
to the U.S. for 10 years.
 “Many guys are in gangs 
and they don’t understand 
life very well, and I try to help 
them be good people,” Cacia-
no-Miranda was quoted as 
saying last week.
 The arrest of Caciano-
Miranda, a Sunnyvale resi-
dent, sparked a local outcry 
and gained national atten-
tion when it happened last 
October. He was arrested by 
undercover Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement offi-
cers on Oct. 10, 2007 while 
visiting his goddaughter and 
her mother in Sunnyvale. 
 According to reports, the 
officers knocked on the door 

with an arrest warrant, and 
when they couldn’t find the 
person they were looking for, 
they instead arrested Cacia-
no-Miranda, an undocu-
mented gardener who had 
been in the U.S. for 15 years. 
 Despite his work in the 
church, Caciano-Miranda 
could not obtain a visa to stay 
in the U.S. In her remarks 
from the bench, Judge Colly 
Weber said she regretted that 
immigration law provided no 
other options. 
 According to Phil Cosby, 
a community leader at St. 
Athanasius and a member of 
Peninsula Interfaith Action, 
Caciano-Miranda coordi-
nated a retreat for 40 local  
at-risk youth, ranging in age 
from early teens to early 20s, 
just last month. 
 “We’re going to lose him 
as a youth leader — that’s a 
big impact,” Cosby said. “He 
was the best one. They have 
been trying to train others to 
step in.”
 St. Athanasius is planning 
to hold a large event in Cacia-
no-Miranda’s honor before 
he leaves. A date has not yet 
been determined. V   

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

EXPLORE OUR NEW SITE 
MountainViewOnline.com/real_estate

OPEN HOMES
 plus 

Interactive
MAPS

HOMES for SALE
plus

Prior Sale Info
& More
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YourNewPeninsulaHome.com

Welcome to Lane Woods, a distinctive collection of fi nely crafted 
homes in an incomparable Menlo Park setting. Located next to 
the scenic Sunset magazine campus, these homes boast beautiful 
surroundings with heritage trees and a neighborhood park. The 
homes are extraordinary with a range of luxurious amenities and 
expansive living space. Add Menlo Park’s highly regarded schools 
and central Peninsula locale, and you have the ideal backdrop for 
a classically beautiful lifestyle. 

(866) 456-7935

Menlo Park — Elegance 
Among the Heritage Trees

Exquisite single-family homes 
from the mid $1,000,000s.  
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Pricing effective as of publication deadline. 
Rendering is artist’s conception. Map not to scale.

MODELS NOW OPEN!

Welcome to Lane Woods, a distinctive collection of fi nely crafted 
homes in an incomparable Menlo Park setting. Located next to 
the scenic Sunset magazine campus, these homes boast beautiful
surroundings with heritage trees and a neighborhood park. The 
homes are extraordinary with a range of luxurious amenities and
expansive living space. Add Menlo Park’s highly regarded schools
and central Peninsula locale, and you have the ideal backdrop for
a classically beautiful lifestyle.

(866) 456-7935

Exquisite single-family homes
from the mid $1,000,000s.  
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the right care. right here.
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

|  E L  C A M I N O  H O S P I T A L  |

Community Wellness Lecture Series 
Presented by the Health Library & Resource Center — A PlaneTree Affiliate

Wednesday, May 21    7–8 pm 

Awareness under Anesthesia 
Robert Pinsker, MD 
Director of Anesthesiology, El Camino Hospital 
El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria 
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

To register and for more information 
call 800-216-5556

 There are still 1,963 students in 
the district who need to be reclassi-
fied as English proficient or fluent, 
according to Judy Crates, director 
of English language development. 
It normally takes six years for a stu-
dent to be reclassified, and usually 
is more difficult for older students.
 “Students who come to us in 
fourth to eighth grade may not 
be reclassified until high school,” 
Crates said.
 With Latinos making up more 
than 40 percent of the district’s 
student population, administra-
tors and teachers have made Eng-
lish language development one 
of their benchmarks. Although 
the majority of students reclassi-
fied were Spanish speakers, the 
students came from around the 
world, speaking 19 different lan-
guages, including Bengali, Farsi 
and Serbo-Croatian.
 Crates said English language 

programs, parent participation 
and the students’ hard work all 
contributed to the increase in 

reclassified students.
 “This is a very special night 
because it is good news,” she told 

the hundreds of audience mem-
bers, switching between English 
and Spanish. “We celebrate the 

success of our students.”
 Now that these students are pro-
ficient in English, most of them will 
no longer receive specialized help, 
and will spend most of their time 
in the regular classroom setting. 
Crates said the district has high 
standards for its students.
 “They are in regular classrooms 
and the expectations for them are 
the same as students who are 
native speakers,” she said. “Our 
English speakers do very well.” V  

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

ENGLISH
  Continued from page 5

Following is a list of the native lan-
guages spoken by those students 
who received a medal and certificate 
on Monday:

■  MANY LANGUAGES

Bengali
Cantonese
Farsi
Filipino
French
German
Hindi
Japanese
Korean
Mandarin

Pashto
Portuguese
Punjabi
Russian
Serbo-Croatian
Spanish
Thai
Turkish
Vietnamese

DON FERIA 

Friends and family make for a packed house at Castro Elementary School on Monday.

length of our program.”
 Reading assessment results 
seem to bear this out, showing 
improvement for all kindergar-
teners throughout the district 
enrolled in extended day pro-
grams, which keep the students 
until mid-afternoon. The major-
ity of students participating in 
these programs increased their 
scores on reading assessments.
 “You can see the programs 
have made a difference in stu-
dents’ lives,” Assistant Superin-
tendent Mary Lairon told district 
trustees during a board meeting 
earlier this month. “In general 
the scores did improve.”
 During the extended day 
programs, which normally last 
until 2 p.m., students have sev-
eral additional hours for free 
play, literacy, story time, special 
instruction and other programs, 
depending on the school.
 The programs, which started 
two years ago at Castro and 
Bubb, vary among the six ele-
mentary schools in the district, 
with Monta Loma offering a spe-
cial class that is just for English 
language learners. Theuerkauf’s 
extended day programs are open 
to all students. Although teachers 
have formed different programs 
according to the needs of the 
students, every student in the 
district — even those who do not 
participate in the programs — 
receives the minimum amount 

KINDERGARTEN
  Continued from page 5

  Continued on next page
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MV

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust 

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®
We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 

lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 
provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

Kyle & Koko

of kindergarten time required by 
the state. 
 District data shows that all 
students participating in these 
programs improved on read-
ing assessments. At Theuerkauf, 
85 percent of students were 
proficient or advanced in letter 
sounds during a reading assess-
ment in 2008, compared to 65 
percent in 2007. The district has 
no reading assessment data for 
students who did not participate 
in the program.
 “Although this is not perfect 
data, it supports the findings,” 
Lairon said. “The programs are 

supported by research.”
 At the meeting earlier this 
month, Lairon updated board 
members on the programs, and 
encouraged trustees to consider 
making the programs consistent 
from school to school. 
 Lyon, who was present at the 
meeting, told the board that 
since the programs are work-
ing so well for English language 
learners, Monta Loma teachers 
want to extend them for all 
students.
 “The few students going home at 
11:45 a.m. want to stay,” she said.
 Trustees and Superintendent 
Maurice Ghysels applauded the 
programs, but agreed they should 
remain a grassroots effort, sug-
gesting that schools would extend 
their programs only if they want 
to, especially since teachers have 
been so successful in creating 
they programs.
 “Kindergarten is a huge suc-
cess,” said board president Fiona 
Walter. “If it is not broken, do 
not fix it.”
 Ghysels added that with 
the district concentrating on 
benchmarks for math and Eng-
lish language learners, teachers 
and trustees should continue 
looking at more data from the 
programs — but that teachers 
should lead any plan to rede-
velop the programs. 
 “Let staff come up with the 
programs,” he said. “I think this 
will move more naturally than if 
we push it.” V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

  Continued from previous page

District data shows 
that all students 
participating in 
these programs 

improved on reading 
assessments. 
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■  C I T Y B R I E F S ■  O B I T U A R Y

OFFICES APPROVED 
IN NORTH WHISMAN

 The city is set to add space 
for several thousand more jobs 
in the North Whisman area 
with three high-density, transit-
oriented office developments, 
one of which was approved for a 
re-zoning at 625-685 Clyde Ave. 
on Tuesday night.
 Four one-story buildings on 
nine acres, 184,000 square feet in 
total, will be demolished to make 
way for two five-story buildings 
with 340,000 square feet in total. 
 According to the develop-
er, PMG Partners, the project 
includes a large open space area 
that is “almost another neighbor-
hood park.” 
 The city allowed the devel-
oper to double the square footage 
allowed because of the project’s 

proximity to two light rail sta-
tions, the closest of which is a 10 
minute walk. 
 To ensure that the project is 
“transit oriented,” tenants will be 
required to provide transit passes 
to employees, and conduct annual 
surveys of employee commuting 
habits, the developer said.

CITY LAUNCHES GENERAL 
PLAN WEB SITE
 City staffers have set up a Web 
site to better reach the public 
regarding efforts to update the 
city’s general plan.
 The site, www.mountain-
view2030.com, allows residents 
to stay up to date on the proceed-
ings through e-mail updates, 
online surveys and other infor-
mation. To kick off the site, resi-
dents are encouraged to submit 

photos of scenes around town 
that represent what Mountain 
View means to them. 
 A series of public hearings are 
scheduled this year to discuss 
everything from updating the 
city’s zoning for housing and jobs 
to guidelines for public art and 
the city’s trees and trails. The first 
hearing will be held in June. 

SENIOR CENTER OPEN 
DURING HEAT WAVE
 With temperatures predicted 
in the high 90s this week, those 
seeking shelter from the heat 
will be welcome at the Moun-
tain View Senior Center at 266 
Escuela Ave., said city manager 
Kevin Duggan.

— Daniel DeBolt

SOPHIE M. MEYER 
LAVERONI

 Longtime Mountain View 
resident Sophie M. Meyer 
Laveroni died on May 10. She 
was 94 years old.
 Born in 1914 in St. Charles, 
Ill., Sophie Meyer was raised 
in Hollister, Calif. with her 
six brothers and one sis-
ter. She later married Ver-
non Laveroni of San Juan 
Bautista. Together they had 
two children, Barbara and 
Edward, whom they raised in 
Mountain View. 

 Laveroni retired from Hewl-
ett Packard after 25 years at 
the company. She also lived in 
Morgan Hill for many years. 
 She is survived by her 
son Edward Laveroni of Los 
Gatos; daughter Barbara Pro-
vost of Henderson, Nev.; six 
grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren. 
 A memorial service will be 
held on May 17 at 2 p.m. at 
Darling Fischer Mortuary, 
615 N. Santa Cruz Ave. in Los 
Gatos. She will be buried next 
to her husband, Vernon, in 
San Juan Bautista. 

It’s all at your fi ngertips:
MountainViewOnline.com/real_estateMMMMMMoMMMM untaM

Parcel Tax Oversight Committee 

 
Review of Proposed 2008 / 2009 

Parcel Tax Spending 
The Mountain View Whisman School District’s 

Parcel Tax Oversight Committee has reviewed 

proposed spending of parcel tax revenues for the 
2008 / 2009 school year.   

Key Findings 
• $2,205,837 in parcel tax funds is available for 

2008 / 2009.  This includes estimated revenue 

of $1,692,934 and carry-over from prior years. 

• All proposed spending is for programs that are 

an appropriate use of parcel tax funds. 

Small School / 
Small Classes

25%

Retain 
Teachers / 

Staff
17%

Music and Art
15%

Libraries
11%

Essential 
Programs

32%

 
Proposed spending by parcel tax category 

 

• 3% of spending has been set aside as reserves 

as required by State law. 

Oversight Committee Report 
The Committee’s complete report is available at the 

following locations: 

• Online at:  www.mvwsd.org 

• District offices at 750-A San Pierre Way 

• Mountain View Public Library 

Proposed 2008 / 2009 
Parcel Tax Spending 

Under the District’s proposed budget, the following 

programs would receive funding from parcel tax 

revenues for the 2008 / 2009 school year: 
 

Program Estimate 

Preserve K-3 Class Size Reductions $415,000  

Library Technicians $237,877  

Grades 4 / 5 Physical Education  $200,000  

Custodial Support $197,922  

Academic At Risk Programs $191,582  

Music Program Staff $178,513  

Clerical Support $149,023  

Community School of Music & Art * $121,225  

Leadership & Activity Programs $86,166  

Grades 4 / 5 / 6 Lower Class Size $80,000  

English Learner Development $75,750  

Community Health Awareness 

Council (CHAC) 

$58,488  

5th Grade Science Camp $58,300  

Elementary Newcomers Support $30,000  

Science Kits* $25,000  

Before School Electives * $20,000  

After School Sports * $10,000  

Administrative Costs $6,000  

Total Expenditures $2,140,846  

 

*  These programs would also receive funding from 

the Mountain View Educational Foundation. 

Public Comment 
The District’s Board of Trustees will review 

proposed spending during its meeting on June 5, 

2008.  Public comments are welcome.   

Parcel Tax Spending 2004 – 2008 
Since 2004, the Measure J Parcel Tax has provided 

$6.3 million in additional funding to the students of 

the Mountain View Whisman School District.  The 

Parcel Tax Oversight Committee has found that 

these funds consistently were spent to support the 

objectives of Measure J: 

• Small schools / small classes 

• Retaining teachers and staff 

• Restoring the district’s award winning music 
and art education 

• Keeping school libraries open 

• Preserving essential education programs 

Independent Oversight.  Over the last four years, 

the Parcel Tax Oversight Committee, a volunteer 

group of Mountain View residents, has met 

regularly to independently review how the District 

is spending parcel tax funds. 

Appropriate Spending.  The Committee has found 

that the District has consistently spent Parcel Tax 

funds on programs and activities authorized by the 
parcel tax measure. 

Ongoing and Innovative Programs.  Funding has 

been used to support a variety of new and ongoing 

programs, such as expanded library staffing, 

newcomer education, school sports, and class-size 

reduction. 

Public / Private Partnership.  The District has also 

used parcel tax funds to supplement funding from 

private sources for programs such as Science Camp 

and music education. 

Public Review.  Committee reports and meeting 

minutes are available for public review and provide 
a complete record of how the District has spent 

Measure J parcel tax funds 

 

 

Copias de los reportes del comité serán disponible en español en la oficina del Districto, 750-A San Pierre Way 

Parcel Tax Oversignt Committee
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■  S TA F F

■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

CITY’S TASK FORCES 
NEED MORE INPUT 
Editor:
 Mountain View is spending 
thousands of dollars (of taxpayer 
money) to get residents to com-
ment on the upcoming general 
plan revision, which is mandated 
by the state. Yet the Planning 
Commission, the Senior Advi-
sory and the Sustainability task 
forces — all for the most part 
made up of residents — are failing 
miserably in getting (or allowing) 
residents to comment.
 Meanwhile special interest 
groups (including nonprofits) 
are gaining ground (literally) in 
grabbing control of city-owned 
land, especially park and open 
space areas that are zoned as 
“public function” instead of 
“park” or “open space.”
 City Council member Jac Siegel is 
concerned that a few highly opin-
ionated residents might dominate 
(and skew) results of the current 
visioning survey of residents about 
to take place in Mountain View. 
I am opinionated on the loss of 
existing city park space to more city 
and nonprofit use buildings. I will 
butt out — but I strongly encour-
age those who have no opinion to 
attend the “visioning” meetings 
that indicate the path Mountain 
View should take in the future.

Donald Letcher 
N. Rengstorff Avenue 

TIME TO HOLD BUSH 
ACCOUNTABLE
Editor:
 Now that we are a nation of 
torturers, imprisoners without 
trial, spies who spy without war-
rant, invaders and robbers of 
other nations’ resources, will all 
this just vanish like a bad dream 
when November comes?
 That has to be a fantasy. If 
November comes and goes and 
Congress has not acted to address 
the crimes of this administration, 
then we pass into the future a 
nation diminished beyond recog-
nition. As November approaches, 
Congressional hearings become 
ever more urgent, not less.
 Since November 2006, many 
have labored to make Congress 
shoulder its constitutional duty. 
We have been betrayed. To whom 
do we turn in our hour of need?
 Many local governing bodies 
around the country have already 
responded to the peoples’ call. 
Now our community leaders 
must speak for us if they wish to 
truly represent us. They should 
petition Congress to begin imme-
diate hearings into the conduct of 
this administration.

John Anderson 
Horizon Avenue 

Given the fact that so many of Santa Clara County’s 1.6 
million residents cram the streets and freeways every 
day, it’s no surprise that the county ranks among the 

worst in the nation when it comes to air pollution.
 The details are made painfully clear in the American Lung 
Association’s “2008 State of the Air” report, which gives the 
county a “D” for ozone levels and an “F” for short-term particle 
pollution. Only in the category of year-round pollution did the 
county get a passing grade. 
 The 63-page report, which covers 2004 to 2006, ranked 700 
counties across the country using a database from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Of the 25 counties hardest 
hit by short-term particle pollution, Santa Clara ranked 19th 
due to the number of days its air was in the unhealthful range 
for a 24-hour period or longer. 
 The impact of this pollution, which in Santa Clara County 
comes mostly from traffic on 
local roads and highways, is 
tremendous. For example, the 
report said that college fresh-
men who were lifelong residents 
of Los Angeles or the Bay Area 
had decreased lung function due 
to their long exposure to high 
ozone levels.
 Particle pollution also contrib-
utes to a wide range of respiratory illnesses, including stroke, 
cancer, asthma, bronchitis and emphysema. Residents most at 
risk are children under 18, adults 65 and over and people with 
chronic lung and cardiac conditions. 
 At the state level, diesel trucks are the largest source of par-
ticulate pollution, the report says. The American Lung Asso-
ciation is pushing the Air Resources Board to adopt tough 
on-road diesel and bus rules that would substantially decrease 
diesel soot. It is also pushing to provide funds to replace and 
retrofit aging school buses that expose student passengers to 
two to three times higher levels of soot than in ambient areas. 
 There are other ideas in play as well, such as a bill by state 
Sen. Alan Lowenthal (D-Long Beach) that would raise con-
tainer fees at ports to provide funds to reduce diesel pollution 
emissions from trucks and ships. 
 The recently released report should serve as a wake-up call for 
anyone who thought that living in the Bay Area would protect 
them from the dangers of air pollution. It is shameful that any pre-
ventable pollution is sickening, and even killing, our own citizens.
 We citizens, therefore, must press all of our elected officials, 
at all levels of government, to work at reducing air pollution, 
beginning with the most threatening — diesel soot from 
trucks, buses and other machinery powered by old-fashioned 
diesel engines. 

Driving ourselves 
to death
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Viewpoint

The recently 
released report 

should serve as a 
wake-up call.



By Maria Marroquin

During my nine years 
of working with 
day laborers, I have 

encountered many common 
concerns about the Day Work-
er Center of Mountain View. 
Although we have many more 
supporters than detractors, 
each time we change the cen-
ter’s location we are still met 
with some familiar suspicions 
and reservations.
 I would like to address some 
of these concerns by starting 
with the legal basis of the Day 
Worker Center (DWC). We 
are a nonprofit organization 
by permission of the U.S. gov-
ernment. We keep our records 
according to local, state and 
federal requirements. Our 
governing structure consists of 
a board of directors, worker’s 
commission, 
and hard-
working staff, 
assisted by 
many won-
derful volun-
teers. Locally 
and nation-
ally, we are 
connected to 
the major day 
laborer orga-
nizations and 
other groups.
 In addition, 
we have rules 
within our center. No one 
is allowed to be under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. 
Offensive behavior is not tol-
erated. Honesty, integrity and 
respect are cultivated. Day 
laborers must participate in 
English classes and other train-
ing, such as CPR and first aid. 
Discipline is strict because we 
depend on well-behaved, dili-
gent workers to insure that our 
services are readily available 
and reliable for employers. We 
know that if we don’t provide 
good follow-through, employ-
ers will not return.
 All of us at the DWC want 
to fulfill our mission. For our 
continued well-being, we need 
to be respectful, happy, sup-
portive of one another, and 
involved with the surrounding 
community in positive ways. 
The DWC is our home. We 
count on having a crime-free, 

garbage-free, attractive, fully 
functioning environment.
 Parking at the DWC is vir-
tually never a problem. Very 
few day workers have cars, 
and employers arrive intermit-
tently throughout the day, with 
little or no build-up in traffic.
 Another aspect to consider is 
that the overwhelming majori-
ty of day laborers are economic 
refugees, migrating to the U.S. 
because their jobs have been 
devoured by profound eco-
nomic changes in their home 
countries. They are only here 
because their families’ survival 
depends upon their working 
far from all they hold dear.
 The Center for American 
Progress looked at the belief 
that immigrants burden the 
U.S. health care system and 
reported that immigrants 
actually “contribute more in 

revenues than 
they consume 
in services.” 
The idea that 
immigrants 
are taking a 
lot of money 
out of the U.S. 
Social Secu-
rity system is 
also a myth. 
The Nation-
al Research 
Council has 
studied this 
issue and con-

cluded that immigrants “pay 
an average of $80,000 more per 
person into the system than 
they will use in government 
services over their lifetimes.” 
Both pieces of information are 
from “Public Citizen’s Health 
Research Group Health Let-
ter,” dated September 2007.
 Many people tell us that the 
DWC gives them hope and 
offers a beautiful example 
of human beings reaching 
across differences and work-
ing together to attain com-
mon goals. I invite you to 
visit our center at 748 Mercy 
Street. Come sit with us for 
a while and see for yourself, 
or view our Web site at www.
dayworkercentermv.org You 
are always welcome. 

Maria Marroquin is director 
of the Day Worker Center in 
Mountain View. 
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BMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com

(650) 858-7700
3001 El Camino Real in Palo Alto
www.MikesBikes.com

May is Bike to Work 
Month!

For more information or to pre-register for the workshop call (650) 230-2900  ■  Fee is just $20 per household 
with pre-registration, or $25 at the door   ■  No credit cards accepted  ■  Refreshments will be provided

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it’s your home.®

■ New appliances, cabinets, materials and more
■ Planning spaces that suit you  ■  Timeless design for longevity
■ Master suites, baths and spa retreats  ■  Flexible rooms and functionality
■ Energy efficient and low maintenance choices

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

Wednesday, May 28
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

(Doors open at 6:00 pm)

1954 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043

Topics will include:

Harrell Remodeling is an award-winning Design + Build firm on the Peninsula 
known nationally for creating extraordinary homes that reflect each client’s 
unique signature for living. We welcome you to attend our workshop so you can 
approach your major remodel confidently, and with intelligence.  

What you need to 
know about

TRENDS
Kitchens, Baths

and Beyond

ell-conceived homes are a source of pleasure that endures. 
Before you remodel, learn about current trends in home 

design. Presented especially for homeowners, this class covers 
new ideas and products for the kitchen, bath and home.

The Harrell Remodeling Design Center is 85% solar powered.

Day Worker Center 
benefits everyone

MANY MYTHS PERSIST ABOUT DAY LABORERS’ 
EFFECT ON NEIGHBORHOOD, ECONOMY

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N

Very few day 
workers have cars, 

and employers arrive 
intermittently 

throughout the day, 
with little or no 

build-up in traffic.



By Christine Crimaldi

Last summer, residents of Car-
melita Drive in Mountain 
View sent a strong message to 

developers when they successfully 
appealed the city’s decision to allow 
a developer to remove a healthy 
heritage tree. The same residents 
were surprised and shocked when, 
only a few months later, a different 
developer tore off half of another 
heritage tree during demolition of 
two houses on an adjacent street. 
Neighbors were able to measure 
and photograph the damaged tree 
that evening, and the next day, the 
tree was completely gone. 
 One angered resident sent the 
photos to Bruce Hurlburt, parks 
manager of the Mountain View 
Community Services Department. 
Hurlburt immediately took action. 
Throughout the months that fol-
lowed, the truth was uncovered: 
The developer had requested per-
mission to remove the tree dur-
ing the permitting process. City 
officials did not give him permis-
sion, but instead asked for more 
information, i.e., a valid reason for 
removal. When demolition time 
came, the developer took a chance 
that no one would notice, and ille-
gally removed the tree. Fortunately, 
his actions did not go unnoticed.
 The city of Mountain View has 
fined the developer $7,100. He 
will be required to replace the tree 
with one of similar value, and also 
plant an additional tree on the 
construction site. 
 Prior to these events, two other 
developers on Carmelita Drive 
built large new homes on the street 
without including the city-man-

dated planting of trees in the front 
yard. If you walk down our street 
now, you’ll see huge new homes 
without a single tree on the lot. 
 Although the builders are 
required to plant trees, nobody 
from the city is making sure it 
happens. Carmelita Drive resi-
dents feel they have to be on the 
defensive with developers such as 
these, who are coming in and re-
shaping our neighborhood while 
ignoring city laws. 

 It is well documented that trees 
add value and beauty to a com-
munity, and much has been writ-
ten lately about the value — and 
potential loss — of our urban for-
est. Redevelopment of properties 
without the protection or replace-
ment of trees changes the character 
of a neighborhood, and is a net loss 
for neighboring property owners. 

Christine Crimaldi lives on 
Carmelita Drive.

Viewpoint
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4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Free Workshop for 
Mountain View 

Landlords and Rental 
Housing Managers

“A Dozen Mistakes That 
Can Ruin a Landlord’s Day”

Including Updates on New Laws

Thursday, May 29
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Police Administration Building, 
1000 Villa Street

Presented by the Mountain View 
Mediation Program and Project Sentinel

Sponsored by 
the City of Mountain View

For more information, 
call (650) 960-0495

50% off 
Your First Two 

Training Sessions
Good towards the first two sessions with 
an AXIS staff trainer. May not be com-
bined with other offers or discounts. 

Expires 1/31/08. Code: Almanac

Bring in this ad to receive

A X I S
P E R F O R M A N C E 

C E N T E R

Push It Up a Notch.
Let an AXIS trainer help you get the most from your workouts.

Menlo Park
(650) 463-1920

www.axispt.com Expert Personal Trainers                           
Certif ied Massage Therapists

Expires 5/30/08. Code: MVV

This photo of a damaged tree on Carmelita Drive was submitted by the author.

Developers are illegally cutting 
down our heritage trees

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N
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By Sheila Himmel

James Ehrlich speaks of sav-
ing the planet, wears hemp 
clothes and carries a solar 

oven just about wherever he 
goes. He is the heat source 
behind “The Hippy Gourmet.”
 On a sunny morning at my 
house, he places regular roasting 
pans in the south-facing solar 
oven, which looks more like a 
tanning device than a cooker. 
The pans are steaming hot, 375 
to 415 degrees, after 40 minutes. 
 Ehrlich, who lives in Palo 

Alto, along with tie-dyed TV 
host Bruce Berman, love to talk 
about the solar oven. They did 
so recently at Kepler’s Books, 
where they discussed tech-
niques, philosophy and recipes 
from their book, “The Hippy 
Gourmet’s Quick and Simple 
Cookbook for Healthy Eating” 
(Hachette, $14.99).
 Solar ovens most convenient-
ly work as slow cookers, but 
Ehrlich and Berman use them 
to bake pizza and cookies as 

Speak softly and 
carry a solar oven 

‘HIPPY GOURMET’ HOSTS BRING PEACE, 
LOVE AND ORGANICS TO DINNER

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

* FULL BAR 

* PREMIUM BEER ON TAP

AVAILABLE FOR 
CORPORATE/PRIVATE 

PARTIES

Come in 

before or 

after the 

movies!

Dine • Dance • Entertainment

Authentic Chinese Food

650-968-8879
1477 Plymouth St. Suite D, 

Mountain View
Open Monday-Saturday

 11:00am–2:00am 
(Closed Sundays)

Buddy’s Happy Hour
Monday - Friday

5pm-9pm

$3 Wells
$3 Beers on Tap

AVAILAB
ORPORAT

PART

he 
es!!

CO
Dine • Dance • Entertainment

thentic Chinese Food

0 9 8

Buddy’s Ha
Monday 

5pm-

$3 W
$3 Beers

Green
Lantern

PLYMOUTH  ST.

W. MIDDLEFIELD RD

PEAR AVE.

CENTURY 
THEATRES

HON SUSHI
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A

Q
U
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D
.

JOAQUIN RD.

101

101

N
. 

S
H

O
R

E
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N
E M A N Y VA R I E T I E S O F S A K E 

1477 Plymouth St. Suite A, 
Mountain View, 650.967.9279
Open Monday – Saturday
Closed Sunday

30% OFF
S U S H I , R O L L S 
&  S A S H I M I

C a t e r i n g Av a i lab l e  •  C a l l  t o  P r e - O r de r

H O N  S U S H IH O N  S U S H I
G R A N D  O P E N I N G

...NEAR...
CENTURY 16

T HEAT R E S

Dinner 5:30-9:30pm
Entrées $17.95-$29.95

Ph: 650-964-3321
French Restaurant since 1989

1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

Escargot in traditional
 garlic butter $8.95

Fresh Jumbo Scallops in a fondue sauce

$22.95
Complimentary Grand Marnier

 cheesecake with this entree

Your local neighborhood Tavern and Family Restaurant
(not valid for takeout, please)

Corner of State & 4th Streets • 650-917-8777
Downtown Los Altos

www.maltbys.com

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

Bar 650.961.1992
C A L L  F O R  P A R T I E S

Office 650.961.9104
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
Page

Watch Watch 
NBA PLAYOFFSNBA PLAYOFFS  

on HD on HD 
LargeLarge

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

Baseball Season Has Begun!

✦ ✦ ✦

Daily Lunch Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

FULL SAND 
VOLLEYBALL COURT

ScreenTV's!ScreenTV's!

  Continued on next page

James Ehrlich and Bruce Berman, authors of “The Hippy Gourmet’s Quick and Simple Cookbook for 
Healthy Eating.”



well. A crisp crust is possible. 
In a pinch, they bring along a 
solar hybrid with an AC adapter, 
the Prius of ovens. A rainy day 
would be one pinch. Living in 
Seattle would be another.
 “The Hippy 
Gourmet” book 
and TV show 
feature a col-
orful, balloon 
alphabet style 
that screams 
“Sixties!” The 
spelling of hippy, 
rather than the 
usual “hippie,” 
is “an exercise in 
brand-building,” 
says Ehrlich, a 
former software 
designer. 
 The gourmet 
part of the title was inspired 
by “The Galloping Gourmet,” 
a late-’60s TV cooking show 
featuring the charming British 
bon vivant Graham Kerr. As a 
child, Ehrlich always preferred 
Julia Child and the light-hearted 
Kerr to the cartoon shows that 
other kids watched.
 “I loved it at the end when he’d 
invite a couple of people to dine 
with him at the table,” Ehrlich 
says. “I was always so envious of 
those people.”
 Berman, the co-creator of 
“The Hippy Gourmet,” drew his 
inspiration from Euell Gibbons, 
whose 1962 book “Stalking 
the Wild Asparagus” included 

recipes for “living off the land.” 
Berman developed an interest 
in sustainable agriculture and 
wild food sources, and cooked 
for travelers to Woodstock and 
Altamont and, much later, Burn-
ing Man. Then Berman worked 
in restaurants and on film 

sets. According 
to their book, 
“He catered for 
everyone from 
Stevie Nicks to 
Francis Ford 
Coppola. Even 
Ronald Reagan 
sampled the 
wares.” 
 And what is a 
hippy gourmet, 
anyway? The 
book offers this 
definition: “It 
doesn’t mean 
going out and 

joining a commune. It just 
means living, and eating, in a 
sensible, life-affirming way.” 
 The recipes go from breakfast 
to dessert, with vegan, vegetarian 
and pescetarian entrees and side 
dishes in between. Slow food, 
quinoa, and planet-saving plants 
are all here. But so is tiramisu, 
and it isn’t made with tofu. The 
dessert chapter begins: “Share 
the love. Dessert isn’t about get-
ting rid of your hunger or about 
feeding your body. It’s about 
feeding yourself with joy.”
 Dinner could start with sun-
chokes, commonly called Jeru-

Weekend
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SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

afghan
Paradise Afghan/Persian Kabobs
604 S. Mary Avenue
(at El Camino Real)
Sunnyvale 408/733-5262
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.paradiseafganpersiankabobs.com

american

Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

Marie Callendar's
4710 El Camino Real 
(just south of San Antonio) 
650/941-6989

Sports Page
1431 Plymouth Street 
(exit at Shoreline off 101)
Mtn. View. 650/961-1992

chinese
Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, Los 
Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

french
Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican
Celia's Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto. 650/843-0643
1850 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. 650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

pizza
Kapp's Pizza Bar & Grill
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View, 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

tex-mex
El Paso Cafe
1407 El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

ice cream
Gelato Classico
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View. 650/969-2900

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Britt Callaway at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

Grand Opening

Mediterranean 
Grill House

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990   Fax: 650.625.9991

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or 
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised, 

corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

  See HIPPY GOURMET, page 24

local news from 
every angle.

Ingredients:

■ About 15 Jerusalem 
 artichokes
■ 1 teaspoon plus 2 table- 
 spoons olive oil, divided
■ Pinch of salt
■ Freshly ground black 
 pepper to taste
■ 2 shallots, sliced
■ 2 cloves garlic, sliced
■ Juice of 1/2 lemon
■ Hot sauce to taste
■ 1 tablespoon minced   
 chives

 Rinse the artichokes and 
cut off each root at the 
tip. Cut into about 1/2-inch 
slices.
 Heat 1 teaspoon of the oil 
in a pan over medium-high 
flame. Add the Jerusalem 
artichoke slices and a pinch 
of salt. Cook until the arti-
chokes begin to caramelize 
slightly, about 5 minutes. 
Add pepper.

 Continue to cook until the 
artichoke slices are browned, 
about 5 minutes more. Add 
the shallots and cook until 
slightly wilted. Add the garlic 
and a splash of water. The 
artichokes should look fully 
caramelized now, with a nice 
brown color. 
 Put the artichoke mixture 
in a food processor along 
with the lemon juice and 
the remaining 2 tablespoons 
olive oil. Puree. Scrape down 
the sides of the processor and 
continue to puree until you 
reach the consistency you 
like. Add the hot sauce. 
 Put the dip into a bowl and 
let it cool for a few minutes. 
Garnish with the chives and 
a slice of lemon before serv-
ing with veggie tortilla chips, 
fresh cut vegetables, sweet 
potato chips, or whatever you 
prefer as a dipper. 
 Serves a small gathering of 
friends.

■ R E C I P E

Jerusalem artichoke dip

  Continued from previous page

“It doesn’t mean 
going out and 

joining a commune. 
It just means living, 

and eating, in a 
sensible, life-

affirming way.”



salem artichokes although they 
aren’t artichokes and have noth-
ing to do with Jerusalem. These 
edible tubers are a good source 
of iron. Berman uses them a lot 
on the show. 
 “The Hippy Gourmet” does 
not stand still. Episodes range 
from wine tasting in Italy to 
baking and delivering organic 
oatmeal cookies to San Fran-
cisco firefighters. 
 On a show filmed in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Berman visits 
executive chef Robert Clarke at 
the “C” Restaurant, which spe-
cializes in sustainable seafood. 
Clarke and Berman meet the fish-
ing boat bringing in gorgeous spot 
prawns for that night’s dinner. 
Then Clarke starts cooking, and 
Berman goes to the Vancouver 
Aquarium to visit rehabilitated 
and rescued sea creatures, includ-
ing an otter saved from the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill. 
 He returns to help Clarke fin-
ish dinner, and they sit down 
and eat, just like the old Gallop-
ing Gourmet. As the credits roll, 
words flash in the background: 
“Peace, Love, Organics.” V

Weekend
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790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

Grand Opening

New Saffron
North & South Indian Restaurant & Bar

2700 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040

650.948.0123  Fax 650.948.0125

35 to 40 
item 
Lunch 
Buffet 

everyday

FREE DINNER 
Buy 1 dinner entree & receive  

2nd entree  of equal or lesser value 
FREE 

Must present coupon, limit 2 coupons per table
Expires 5/15/08     Not valid on FRI or SAT

FREE 
Delivery 

on  
orders  

of $10000  
or more

HIPPY GOURMET
  Continued from page 23

For a TV schedule for “The 
Hippy Gourmet,” or to buy 
the book, go to www.hip-
pygourmet.com. 

■  I N F O R M AT I O N

It’s all at your fi ngertips:
MountainViewOnline.com/real_estateMMMMMMoMMMM untaM

your business.

Advertise in the Voice
650.964.6300

CONTEMPOR ARY SE AFOOD DINING
L U S C I O U S .  S U M P T U O U S .  D E L I C I O U S .

. . . A ND A LWAYS C A N TA NK EROUS!

F UL L BA R 

F INE W INES

L UNCH & 

DINNER

4 2 0 

C A S T R O 

S T R E E T

M O U N TA I N

V I E W
F o r  Re s e r v a t i o n s  c a l l   650 .966 .8124

w w w . t h e c a n t a n k e r o u s f i s h . c o m 

A LA CARTE & ARTA LA CARTE & ART
May 17th & 18th

11:30 am – 10:00 pm

OPEN FOR 

LUNCH & DINNER
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Weekend

21 (PG-13) ✭✭✭  Century 20: 1:10 &  7:20 p.m. 

88 MINUTES (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 12: 1:20 & 7:35 p.m.  

BABY MAMA (PG-13) ✭✭✭ 
Century 16: 1:55 & 7:05 p.m.  Century 12: 4 & 10:15 p.m.  

BEFORE THE RAINS (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Guild: 1:45, 4:30, 7 & 9:40 p.m.  

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE CASPIAN (PG) 
(Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 11 & 11:30 a.m.; 12:30, 1, 1:40, 2:15, 2:45, 
3:45, 4:10, 6, 6:30, 7, 7:20, 8:10, 9:15, 9:45, 10:15 & 10:30 p.m. Fri.-Mon. 
also at 4:55 p.m.  Century 20: 11:10 & 11:30 a.m.; 12:35, 1:05, 1:40, 2:20, 
2:45, 3:50, 4:20, 4:55, 5:35, 6, 7:05, 7:35, 8:10, 8:50, 9:15 & 10:20 p.m.  

THE COUNTERFEITERS (R) ✭✭✭1/2 
Century 20: Noon & 4:45 p.m. Fri.-Mon. also at 9:30 p.m.  

DEATH NOTE (NOT RATED) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: Tue. at 7:30 p.m.  Century 20: Tue. at 7:30 p.m. 

DR. SEUSS’ HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) ✭✭✭ 
Century 12: 12:25, 2:45 & 5:10 p.m.  

FIGHT CLUB (R) ✭✭✭ Century 16: Sat. at 10 p.m. 

THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 
Century 12: 4:10 & 10:10 p.m.  

FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 1:10, 4:10, 7:15 & 10:05 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2:20, 5:05, 7:55 & 10:30 p.m.  

HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM GUANTANAMO BAY 
(R) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 4:30 & 9:40 p.m.  
Century 12: 12:20, 3:10, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m.  

HOW THE GARCIA GIRLS SPENT THEIR SUMMER (R) ✭✭   
Century 12: 12:30, 3:30, 7 & 10 p.m.  Aquarius: 12:45, 3:45, 6:45 & 9:45 p.m.  

IRON MAN (PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2  Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 12:15, 
1:15, 2:20, 3:20, 4:20, 5:20, 6:20, 7:20, 8:15, 9:20 & 10:20 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:15 & 11:40 a.m.; 12:10, 12:45, 1:25, 2:15, 2:35, 3:10, 3:45, 
4:25, 5:15, 5:40, 6:15, 6:45, 7:25, 8:15, 8:40, 9:10, 9:45 & 10:25 p.m. 

LEATHERHEADS (PG-13) ✭✭ Century 20: Tue. at 11:20 a.m. & 7:15 p.m.  

MADE OF HONOR (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15, 4:45, 7:25 & 9:50 p.m.  
Century 12: 12:10, 2:50, 5:30, 7:40, 8:40 & 10:20 p.m. 

MISS PETTIGREW LIVES FOR A DAY (PG-13) ✭✭✭ 
Century 20: 2:50 & 8 p.m.  

MY BLUEBERRY NIGHTS (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 20: 12:30, 3, 5:25, 7:45 & 10 p.m. 

NIM’S ISLAND (PG) (Not Reviewed) Century 20: 12:20, 2:40, 5, 7:20 & 9:40 p.m.  

PULP FICTION (R) ✭✭ Century 16: Fri. at 10 p.m.  

REDBELT (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25, 4:50 & 7:25 
p.m. Sun.-Tue. also at 10 p.m. Century 12: 12:05, 1*, 3:20, 6:15, 7:10* & 
9:20 p.m. *Spanish subtitles 

SMART PEOPLE (R) ✭✭ Century 20: 2:30 p.m. Fri.-Mon. also at 7:10 p.m.  

SON OF RAMBOW (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:30, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m.  

SPEED RACER (PG) ✭✭✭  Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 1, 2:40, 4:25, 
6:15, 7:30, 9:25 & 10:30 p.m.  Century 12: Noon, 12:45, 1:30, 2:15, 3, 
3:45, 4:30, 5:15, 6, 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 9, 9:45 & 10:30 p.m.  

STREET KINGS (R) ✭✭  Century 12: 3:50 & 9:50 p.m.  

THEN SHE FOUND ME (R) ✭1/2 Aquarius: 2, 4:30, 7:30 & 10 p.m.  

UNDER THE SAME MOON (LA MISMA LUNA) (Not Rated) 
✭✭✭1/2  Century 20: 12:15, 5:20 & 10:15 p.m. 

THE VISITOR (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:25, 
4:55, 7:35 & 10:05 p.m.  Palo Alto Square: 1:40, 4:20, 7 & 9:30 p.m.  

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 11:20 
a.m.; 12:25, 1:45, 3, 4:15, 5:25, 7:10, 8, 9:35 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:25 
a.m.; 12:15, 1, 2, 2:45, 3:35, 4:30, 5:10, 6, 6:55, 7:40, 8:30, 9:25 & 10:25 p.m.  

YOUNG AT HEART (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 20: 1:55, 4:35 & 9:50 p.m. Fri.-Mon. also at 11:20 a.m. & 7:15 p.m. 

BABY MAMA ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) SNL alums 
Tina Fey and Steve Martin, and current 
mainstay Amy Poehler, all shine in this 
infectious chuckler about a career-driven 
woman with baby fever and the free-
spirited gal she hires as her surrogate. 
After working tirelessly to become 
vice president for Round Earth Market, 
37-year-old Kate Holbrook (Fey) sud-
denly finds herself aching for a baby. 
But the deck is stacked against her: A 
fertility doctor says that her chances 
of conceiving are one in a million, any 
prospective boyfriends rush for the exit 
when she reveals too much about her 
mothering aspirations, and the adoption 
waitlist appears endless. With plenty 
of money in her pocket, Kate turns to 
a high-end surrogacy business run by 
uber-fertile Chaffee Bicknell (Sigourney 
Weaver). Soon Kate is introduced to the 
vibrant and immature Angie Ostrowiski 
(Poehler), who agrees to carry her baby. 
The odd-couple pairing of Kate and 
Angie leads to a cavalcade of laughs 
thanks to a baby-proofed apartment, 
Kate’s incessant oversight and the timely 
comments of a wry doorman (Romany 
Malco). Rated: PG-13 for crude and 
sexual humor, language and a drug 
reference. 1 hour, 36 minutes. — T.H. 

THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM 
✭✭1/2
(Century 12, Century 16) Jason Tripiti-
kas (Michael Angarano) is an action-
obsessed youth from Boston. Jason 
often treks to a pawnshop in hopes 
of expanding his collection of kung-
fu flicks. When a gang of thugs try 
to rob the elderly shopkeeper (Jackie 
Chan), Jason takes off with the shop’s 
prized possession: a fighting staff that 
once belonged to China’s legendary 
Monkey King (Let Li). Magically, the 
staff transports Jason to ancient China, 
where he is tasked with returning it to 
the kingdom atop Five Element Moun-
tain, thereby freeing the land from the 
tyranny of the sadistic Jade Warlord. 
Jason is joined along the perilous road 
by Lu Yan (Chan), a skilled fighter and 
playful drunk; Silent Monk (Li), a war-
rior led by faith and quiet resolve; and 
Golden Sparrow (newcomer Yifei Liu), a 
young woman with a personal vendetta 
against the Jade Warlord. Together, the 
unusual quartet sets out to rescue the 
Monkey King and send Jason back to 
his rightful time and place. Li and Chan 
shine — but “Forbidden Kingdom” is 
dull. Rated: PG-13 for sequences of 
martial arts action and some violence. 
1 hour, 53 minutes. — T.H. 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (369-3456)

 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities  
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.

■ M O V I E T I M E S

■ M O V I E R E V I E W S

12 Years 
in a Row

800 California Street  #100 (x Street Castro)  •  650.960.3802

I N D I A N  R E S T A U R A N T  &  B A R

Sunday  –  Appetizers  –  1/2 OFF

Monday  –  Margaritas  –  1/2 OMonday  –  Margaritas  –  1/2 OFF

Tuesday  –  Beers  –  1/2 OTuesday  –  Beers  –  1/2 OFF

Wednesday  –  Wines  –  1/2 OWednesday  –  Wines  –  1/2 OFF

Thursday  –  Cocktails  –  1/2 OThursday  –  Cocktails  –  1/2 OFF

Sunday – Appetizers – 1/2 OSunday – Appetizers – 1/2 OFFFF

Spring Fever NightsSpring Fever Nights

Sat

Fri

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

PREPARED TABLESIDE
 Unique Flambé Entreés
 Spinach & Caesar Salads
 Cherries Jubilee

 

Tues-Thurs: Yelena on Grand Piano
Fri: 6pm–9:30pm Tibor & Yelena 
strolling Gypsy Violin

Sat: Kaye Devrie & Friends

1st Sat of the month - Opera, 
Broadway & Italian Love songs

2nd Sat of the month - Smooth 
Contemporary vocals

3rd Sat of the month - 
Instrumental Trio with 
Dancing

4th Sat of the month - 
Jazz and Standards

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale
Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

PRIME RIB & SEAFOOD

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

 ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Offer expires 6/6/08 MVV
Offer expires 6/6/08 MVV

Now Open 
7 days a week!

  Continued on next page



DR. SEUSS’ HORTON HEARS 
A WHO! ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 20) Blue Sky Stu-
dios’ (“Ice Age,” “Robots”) production 
of “Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears A Who!” 
is a wonderfully faithful adaptation and 
expansion of the Seuss universe. Horton, 
a good-natured elephant (voiced by Jim 
Carrey), takes a sudden interest in the 
well-being of a speck of dust, or rather 
the world of Who-ville that exists on the 
speck. But Horton’s newly discovered 
world is in jeopardy when the most 
bitter kangaroo in recent film history 
(voiced by Carol Burnett) becomes bent 
on destroying what she deems a non-
existent menace that “has those kids 
using their imagination.” Meanwhile, 
on the speck, the mayor of Who-Ville 
(voiced by Steve Carell) is struggling 
to convince his town that a giant invis-
ible elephant may be the savior of their 
world. Blue Sky has expanded Seuss’ 
drawings into a rich, three-dimensional 
Seussiverse. “Horton” redeems the 
Seuss film franchise with a moving tale 
that has something for every-sized Who. 
Rated G. 86 minutes. — D.D. 

IRON MAN ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Marvel Comics’ 
golden avenger blasts onto the screen 
with all of the action and effects one 
would expect from a superhero film. 
Unexpected are the A-list cast and act-
ing, tons of well-timed humor and a 
relatively novice director (Jon Favreau) 
who demonstrates an appreciation for 
the character’s roots. Billionaire inventor 
Tony Stark (Robert Downey Jr.) enjoys a 
lavish lifestyle, with his only real ties to 
his best friend (Terrence Howard), per-
sonal assistant (Gwyneth Paltrow), and 
business partner (Jeff Bridges). Tony’s 
Stark Industries is the premier weapons 
manufacturer in the world. Then Tony 
is kidnapped by the sinister Ten Rings 
group and told to construct a missile or 
face execution. Instead, he builds a mas-
sive suit of armor and escapes. After this 
sobering experience, Tony decides to halt 
all weapons distribution and develop a 
new armor with rockets, “repulsor rays” 
and the power of flight. He’s soon taking 
to the skies and making daring rescues. 
The visual effects are stunning and the 
casting extraordinary, with Downey 
bringing humor and a nuanced interpre-
tation of his character. Rated: PG-13 for 
some intense sequences of sci-fi action 
and violence, and brief suggestive con-
tent. 2 hours, 6 minutes. — T.H. 

SMART PEOPLE✭✭
(CineArts) With his face puckered into a 
permanent scowl, Dennis Quaid lumbers 
through the part of Lawrence Wetherhold, 
an angry, self-absorbed literature profes-
sor at Carnegie Mellon whose most recent 

academic tome can’t find a publisher. 
Ellen Page wisecracks her way through 
“Juno”-like dialogue as his college-bound 
daughter Vanessa. Her older sibling (Ash-
ton Holmes) lives in the university dorms 
and snarls at his emotionally distant father 
every chance he gets. And Thomas Haden 
Church seems to have wandered “Side-
ways” into the role of Chuck, the down-
on-his-luck-but-likable loser who moves in 
with his widowed brother. Novelist Mark 
Poirier’s first script features underwritten 
parts that display a typical male film fan-
tasy: the younger woman who inexplicably 
falls for the older man. Twice. “Smart 
People” offers some amusing moments 
and dialogue exchanges. It’s not the worst 
film currently in theaters — nor is it one to 
recommend. Rated: R for language, brief 
teen drug and alcohol use, and for some 
sexuality. 1 hour, 35 minutes.  — S.T. 

SPEED RACER✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Speed Racer 
(Emile Hirsch of “Into the Wild”) has 
become the wunderkind of the auto-
racing world, but the devastating loss 
of his brother Rex in a tragic crash still 
permeates the Racer family. Although 
Speed’s parents, Mom (Susan Sarandon) 
and Pops (John Goodman), continue to 
support his full-throttle fervor, Speed 
himself always seems to be chasing the 
ghost of his buried brother. When reve-
lations surface that most races are fixed 
and a greedy megalomaniac named Roy-
alton (Roger Allam) essentially controls 
the sport, Speed teams with the mys-
terious Racer X (Matthew Fox) to bring 
a sense of honor back to racing. With 
the help of his devoted girlfriend, Trixie 
(Christina Ricci); his younger brother, 
Spritle (Paulie Litt); and Chim Chim, the 
family’s pet chimpanzee; Speed strives 
to win a dangerous cross-country rally 
called The Crucible and prove not all 
drivers can be bought. Fans of the show 
and families in need of an enjoyable 
excursion should race to the theater 
without haste. All others can drop into 
first gear and wait for “Speed” to pull 
into Netflix. Rated: PG for sequences of 
action, some violence and language. 
2 hours, 15 minutes. — T.H. 

THEN SHE FOUND ME ✭1/2
(Aquarius) Accomplished actress Helen 
Hunt plunges into feature-film direct-
ing, entering an emotional and spiritual 
landscape including issues ranging from 
the loss of loved ones and questions of 
faith to a ticking biological clock. But 
daring, earnest intentions don’t neces-
sarily make for good films. There’s an air 
of desperation about April Epner (Hunt), 
a 39-year-old teacher whose adoptive 
mother (Lynn Cohen of “Munich”) is 
dying and whose man-child husband 
(Matthew Broderick) runs out on her. 
Nine hours later, she’s blurting every-
thing out to Frank (Colin Firth), the 
tempestuous single parent of one of her 
students. And now a brash television 

personality (Bette Midler) claims to be 
her birth mother. Although April has 
reason to whine, her constant complain-
ing makes for an unsympathetic char-
acter.  Firth’s full-throttle performance 
enlivens the film, but Hunt-the-director 
had problems staging some of the most 
critical moments and coaxing comedy 
from scenes intended to be funny. 
Rated: R for language and some sexual 
content. 1 hour, 40 minutes. S.T.                          

UNDER THE SAME MOON 
✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) “Under the 
Same Moon” puts human faces on 
immigration woes. Adrian Alonso plays 
9-year-old Carlitos with the perfect 
balance of charm and wisdom. Every 
Sunday Carlitos excitedly waits for the 
pay phone to ring. It’s the lifeline that 
connects him, living in Mexico, with 
his mother Rosario (Kate del Castillo) 
who works in East L.A. and sends the 
family $300 each month. Carlitos lives 
in a vibrant Mexican village with a 
loving grandmother (Angelina Pelaez) 
and the saucy “La Coyota” (Carmen 
Salinas) who refuses to put the young 
boy into harm’s way, despite his pleas to 
let a novice (America Ferrera) smuggle 
him across the border. The death of 
his grandmother changes everything. 
With a handful of savings and a return 
address ripped off a letter from his 
mother, Carlitos sets off to find her. 
Even when Carlitos seems most lost, 
you’ll know where this movie is headed. 
And nothing is more satisfying than the 
moment when the boy and his mother 
are under the same moon, in the same 
place. Rated: PG-13 for some mature 
thematic elements. In English and 
Spanish with English subtitles. 1 hour, 
49 minutes.  — S.T. 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS
✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) What happens 
in Vegas stays in Vegas, or so the story 
goes. Joy McNally (Cameron Diaz) and 
Jack Fuller (Ashton Kutcher) are on the 
fast track to destiny: Joy a Type A com-
modities trader whose fiance has said 
sayonara to her anal ways, and Jack 
fired by his own dad for being too busy 
being the life of the party. The two New 
Yorkers head to Vegas to blow off some 
steam and, after a fateful meeting and a 
crazy hazy night of feeling no pain, find 
themselves legally hitched Vegas-style. 
A simple annulment should take care 
of things but there’s a little glitch in the 
form of a tidy $3 million Jack — and 
Joy — win at the slots shortly before 
they part ways. Can you say “com-
munity property”? Naturally the pair 
can’t agree on the money so the court 
makes the decision for them: prove they 
can make their impromptu marriage 
work the old-school way or sacrifice 
the multi-million-dollar bonanza to the 
legal system. Okay, it’s a throwaway but 
a pretty painless one. Rated: PG-13 for 
language and sexual situations. 1 hour, 
38 minutes. — J.A. 

Weekend
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Real Estate & Display 
Advertising Assistant

The Almanac is looking for an advertising assistant for our busy 
Real Estate & Display advertising department. The successful 

candidate will have strong communication skills dealing with clients 
in person, by phone and by email. This person will work within 
the department to coordinate advertising between clients and the 

Production Department, putting together effective ads and accurate 
schedules. Computer literate / Ability to multi-task / Attention to 

detail a must!  5 days / 40 hours per week / Benefi ts. 

To apply, fax or email resume to:

NEAL FINE, Almanac, Advertising Manager
Fax:  650-854-3650 • email: nfi ne@almanacnews.com

Transportation � Nursing � Therapies
Socializing � Exercise � Arts

Discussion Groups � Music � Gardening
... and more!

“When Mom is happy, we all are happy!”

(650) 289-5494   www.avenidas.org/care
The Family Choice for Adult Day Care

Brought to you by the nonprofit agency 
Avenidas and the City of Mountain View

F

FREE service!

Home 
RepairsFREE

  Continued from previous page

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth,  T.H.-Tyler Hanley
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THANK YOU.
WE SALUTE ALL WHO HELP US DELIVER THE RIGHT CARE, RIGHT HERE.
Everyone at El Camino Hospital is focused on delivering health care the way it should be. And based on patient feedback,
and the major industry honors we’ve earned, we’re doing an excellent job. In honor of National Hospital Week, we’d like
to thank the doctors, nurses, and staff who work so hard to deliver the highest standard of care. Your dedication has helped
us earn distinction from HealthGrades® as a Distinguished Hospital for Clinical Excellence, ranking us in the top 5% in the
nation. We are the only Northern California hospital to receive this award for the last three years running. Add that to our
status as a Magnet hospital for nursing excellence, and a host of other honors, and you see why El Camino Hospital is the
health center of choice for patients looking for the right care, right here. 

www.elcaminohospital.org 

800-216-5556

Ken Graham, CEO and Alan M. Chausow, MD, Chief of Medical Staff 

CELEBRATING HOSPITAL WEEK, MAY11–17
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MARSHA ADLER
Offi ce of Supervisor 

Liz Kniss

SUSAN BOOM
Vance’s Foods

CANDACE BOWERS
City of Mountain View 

Public Library

DON BRIONES
El Camino Hospital

TOM BYRD
El Camino Hospital

LAURA CASAS FRIER
Foothill-DeAnza 
College Board

LADREA CLARK
Community 

Services Agency

DAVID COFF
CMS Communications

JULIE CONDE
Hotel Avante

JEFF GAMBLE
Jefunira Camp

MARCO GARCIA
Mountain View 

Whisman School District

BARRY GROVES
Mountain View-Los Altos 

Union HS District

WENDY HOLFORTY
NASA Ames 

Research Center

JOHN MIGUEL
Mountain View 
Fire Department

BETSY NIKOLCHEV
Mountain View-Los Altos 

Adult Education

TAMMY RAMOS
Mountain View-Los Altos 

Adult Education

PAT SKELTON
City of MV Center for the 

Performing Arts

MOLLY STENHOUSE 
Spark Marketing

KEVIN STONE
Nuance 

Communications, Inc.

SUSAN SWEELEY
Alain Pinel Realtors

TERESA TESTA
Electric Power 

Research Institute

STEPHANIE TOTTER
Mountain View 

Whisman School District

CATHERINE VAN 
ZUYLEN

SAP Business Objects

JULIE WEISS
City of Palo Alto

ELIZABETH WYLIE
Mountain View 

Police Department

CINDY YEE
Community 

Services Agency

SANDEEP YEOLE
VeriSign, Inc.  

If you would like to be one 
of your community’s next great leader, 

LMV is now accepting 
applications for the Class of 2009. 

Register online at www.leadershipmountainview.org

We would like to thank our Program Day Sponsors:

Leadership Mountain View 

would like to Congratulate the Graduating 

Class of 2008
Come join us for the graduation ceremony on 

May 16 from7-9pm in 

Mountain View City Council Chambers


