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Austen powers
The Pear takes on 
‘Northanger Abbey’ 
A&E | P.26

DANIELLE VERNON 

“OFF WE GO...” 

Measure C still too close to call, advocates say
By Casey Weiss

Despite the lack of any formal oppo-
sition to Measure C, supporters of 
the parcel tax say they are not out 

of woods when it comes to gaining the two-
thirds approval needed.
 Measure C — which would increase 
property taxes to provide additional 
revenue for the Mountain View Whis-
man School District — must pass with 
more than 66 percent of the vote. With 
less than a week until the June 3 primary, 
supporters of the measure are working 
hard to get the word out about the parcel 
tax, which they say is essential as the dis-
trict expects to be hit with steep cuts in 

state funding this year.
 Mountain View voters passed the origi-
nal parcel tax, Mea-
sure J, by 70 percent in 
2004, when the state 
faced severe budget 
cuts. Supporters say 
that although many 
people support C, par-
cel taxes nonetheless 
usually pass by a small 
margin. Also, with the 
county pushing for 
residents to vote by mail, many local vot-
ers cast their mail ballots before the parcel 
tax campaign could reach them.
 “We continue to be optimistic about 

Measure C’s passage,” school board presi-
dent Fiona Walter said in an e-mail to the 

Voice. “Parcel taxes have 
lost by as few as 20 votes 
and we don’t wish to be 
in that position on June 
3, so we’ll continue to 
educate voters right up 
until election day.”
 If it passes, Measure C 
would increase the rates 
of the original parcel tax 
by 69 percent to provide 

$3 million a year for reduced class sizes, 
teacher retention and extra special pro-

  See MEASURE C, page 8

■  I N S I D E

SEE WHERE 
THE ASSEMBLY 

CANDIDATES STAND 
See p.18

Details 
emerge 

on council 
expenses

By Daniel DeBolt

While City Council members 
get only $500 a month to do 
what is considered a nearly 

full-time job, they also are entitled 
to use thousands of dollars every 
year for travel expenses, phone calls, 
training and office supplies. Since the 
beginning of last year, when three new 
members took office, a total of $58,000 
went toward such expenses. 
 Most of the discretionary expenses, 
$43,000 worth, went towards travel as 

  See EXPENSES, page 11

Council puts 
focus on youth 

and gangs
PARK AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
REVITALIZATION ALSO SET 

AS TOP GOALS DURING 
TUESDAY’S MEETING

By Daniel DeBolt

After naming gang violence as a 
top concern, the City Council 
put its money where its mouth 

is Tuesday by voting to permanently 
fund a police gang program. 
 Five other top goals for the year 
were approved as well, including a 
Cuesta Annex master plan, more pos-
itive activities for youth, Rengstorff 

  See COUNCIL, page 14

Vintage war planes circled over Mountain View last week as the “Wings of Freedom Tour” visited Moffett Field for Memorial Day 
weekend. Pictured is “Betty Jane,” a P-51 Mustang parked in the shadow of Hangar One last Friday. Those with pilot licenses and 
$2,200 to spare could fly the World War II-era fighter plane. Three WWII bombers, a B-17, B-24 and B-25, also were available for rides. 
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a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  |   LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Country Club setting! 
4bd/2.5ba townhome, 2500+/- sf. New kitchen, high 
ceilings + a separate FR.. Large, private yard, club-
house with pool + tennis. 2-car garage. $1,300,000

Betty Rooker

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Hidden jewel! Pride of own-
ership welcomes you to this great 3 bedroom, 2 
bath home. Fabulous gourmet kitchen + expansive 
family room. Large lot. $880,000

Denise Ewings

CUPERTINO ■ Turn-key DeAnza Oaks town-
home, nestled in the Cupertino foothills. 4bd/2.5ba 
ideally located in a gated community with pool + 
clubhouse. Cupertino schools. $918,000

Ginny Zachow

Jim & Jimmy Nappo

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Beautiful 11,272+/- sf lot. 
3bd/2.5ba home with gorgeous hardwood floors 
+ eat-in kitchen. 1598+/- sf. Stunning rear grounds. 
Mountain View Schools.  $1,250,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ This rare 5bd/3.5ba home fea-
tures quality upgrades including HW floors, granite 
counters, fresh paint and new carpet. Ideally located 
near park and shopping. $1,328,000

Elaine KlemmJen Paulson

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Beautiful 4bd+ loft/2.5ba 
home. Gourmet kitchen with Rutt cabinets, gran-
ite counters, Subzero refrigerator + top-of-the-line 
appliances. Close to Huff Elementary.  $1,950,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Turn-the-key and move-in! 
2bd/2ba two-story town home offers a spacious 
LR/DR combination + indoor laundry. Freshly 
interior paint + new carpets. $698,000

Kathy Bridgman

SUNNYVALE ■ Desirable end-unit! 2bd/2ba 
with updated kitchen, new carpet and paint, A/C, 
+ inside washer and dryer. Excellent floorplan. 
Pristine pool and spa. $429,000

Dorothy Liu

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Updated 3 bedroom, 
2.5 bath town home with designer touches 
throughout. Los Altos schools. Great Location. 
 $699,000

Judy Staton
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Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Nicole Baldocchi.

“In person. Something about 
going to the polling place and 
voting. It’s traditional.”
Robert Vallejos, Sunnyvale

“I think I did the mail-in last year. 
It seems like it might be just as 
easy to fill it in and drop it off.”
Steve Hoyle, Mountain View

“In person. It’s right on my 
way to work.”
Kevin Hobbs, Boulder Creek

“In person because I never 
remember to send in the 
mail one.”
Lisa Norquist with Stephan, Los Altos

“Mail-in. More convenient.” 
Joy Esteban, Mountain View

Do you vote by absentee 
ballot or in person and why?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

FREE
EXAM

NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INCLUDES EXAM & X-RAYS!

Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply. 

Offer Good for 60 Days.

CALL TODAY!
650-964-2626
Checks Welcome • CareCredit 

Senior Discounts • We Bill Insurance 
• Long-term Financing for Qualifi ed 

Applicants • 6 & 12 Months Same as 
Cash (with approved credit)

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
A $99.00 VALUE!

FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam, 
X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

At SMILES DENTAL CARE, we believe in treating our 
patients to the best of dentistry and technology with 
fi rst class, personal service.
• Emergency Appointments Available
• Complimentary Second Opinions
• Sedation Dentistry Available
• Movies, Music, and Magazines
• Invisalign
• Dental Implants
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Crowns and Bridges
• Root Canals
• Bonding and Porcelain Veneers

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. William S. Hall • Dr. Peri Eilers
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite #63A, Mountain View
650-964-2626  •  www.smilesdental.com

Open Monday - Thursday: 8am-6pm

W. El Camino Real
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D e n t a l  C a r e

Need A New Dentist?
  Past Due For Your Cleaning?

Stylers Floor Covering, Inc.
650-961-8910

2249 Grant Road. Los Altos
(One Block South of Lucky’s at Foothill & Arboretum)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, QUALITY AND VALUE SINCE 1953
Contractors Lic #750203 ©   2008 Hunter Douglas, Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas, Inc.

Ask about our full line of Hunter Douglas products and other summer savings.

Savings apply on up to 10 windows per product. Manufacturer’s rebate. Limits and restrictions apply. ©2008 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.

DRESS YOUR 
WINDOWS IN THESE  
STUNNING NUMBERS.

DON’T BE FASHIONABLY LATE—act now 

and save big on popular Hunter Douglas 

products. Versatile Silhouette® Window 

Shadings add graceful elegance to 

any room and are available in a wide 

selection of fabrics. Luminette® Privacy 

Sheers marry the beauty of sheers with 

the privacy of soft draperies. OFFERS 

VALID MAY 15 – AUGUST 31, 2008.

 SAVE  

 $100
 PER WINDOW
ON UP TO 10

SAVE UP TO  

$500
 $50 REBATE PER WINDOW  

ON UP TO 10

 MAY 30, 2008    ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■  3  
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■  C R I M E W AT C H

GRAND THEFT, 500 BLOCK N. 
SHORELINE BLVD., 5/21
 An unknown person rode up on a bicycle 
toward a woman while she was loading 
groceries into her car. He grabbed her purse 
out of the shopping cart and took off. He 
was not located.

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY, 100 
BLOCK N. RENGSTORFF AVE., 
5/23
 Someone gained access to an apart-
ment’s sliding glass door and stole some 
items from inside the residence. The 
incident happened overnight, and the thief 
was not located.

 ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
500 Block Walker Dr., 5/23
1000 Space Park Way, 5/24

AUTO BURGLARY
2200 Block California St., 5/21
Fiesta Del Mar, 5/22
300 Block Martens Ave., 5/23
200 Block Church St., 5/23
1900 Block California St., 5/25
W. Dana Street/Hope Street, 5/26

BATTERY
1500 Block W. El Camino Real, 5/23
1400 Plymouth St., 5/25
200 Block Castro St., 5/25

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
2500 California St., 5/21

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
La Avenida/North Shoreline Boulevard, 
5/24
300 Block Escuela Ave., 5/24
2000 Block Latham St., 5/25
1900 W. El Camino Real, 5/25

DISTURBANCE
Century 16 Cinema, 5/25
300 Block Escuela Ave., 5/25
800 Block San Veron Ave., 5/26

GRAND THEFT
400 Block E. Middlefield Rd., 5/21
500 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 5/21
Target, 5/26

PETTY THEFT
100 Block E. Middlefield Rd., 5/21
2200 Block Latham St., 5/21
Mountain View High School, 5/22
Target, 5/23
1600 Block Amphitheatre Parkway, 5/24
Target, 5/24
Sears Dept. Store, 5/25
400 Block San Antonio Rd., 5/26

ROBBERY
Rite Aid - Grant Road, 5/24

STOLEN VEHICLE
700 Block Continental Circle, 5/22
600 Block Showers Dr., 5/26

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
100 Block Escuela Ave., 5/21
800 Block W. El Camino Real, 5/22
Charleston Road/Independence Avenue, 
5/23

TRESPASSING
Target, Shores Drive,w 5/25

VANDALISM
Sierra Vista Park, 5/21
2000 Block Marich Way, 5/22
500 Block Mountain View Ave., 5/22
2100 Old Middlefield Way, 5/24
800 Block W. Dana St., 5/25
500 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 5/25
100 Block E. El Camino Real, 5/26

■  P O L I C E L O G

■  C O R R E C T I O N

MAMA YOGA

Join other prenatal and postpartum mothers in a Yoga class designed to enhance 
strength, flexibility and tranquility. Practice Yoga stretches and poses while pregnant 
and return after your delivery for a gentle shape-up and relaxation time.
 - Saturdays, June 7-28

NEWBORN CARE 101

Often touted as our “most fun” class, this interactive program teaches the specifics of  
newborn care, including bathing, temperature-taking, changing diapers, swaddling, 
soothing techniques and more. Infant doll models are used to allow for hands-on practice. 

 - Saturday, June 14

HEART TO HEART SEMINAR ON GROWING UP

Informative, humorous and lively discussions between parents and their pre-teens on 
puberty, the opposite sex and growing up. Girls attend these two-part sessions with 
their moms and boys attend with their dads.

 - For Boys: Mondays, June 23 & 30 
 - For Girls: Wednesdays, July 16 & 23

INFANT MASSAGE

Learn the techniques of  infant massage to relax and soothe a baby, to relieve the 
temporary discomforts of  gas and soreness of  vaccination sites, and to stimulate a baby 
as he or she grows into an active child.

 - Thursdays, July 10-31

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources  

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

See Viewpoint, page 17

$$3030offoff

DRIVERS ED/TRAINING PACKAGE
www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net

DRIVERS ED/TRAINING PACKAGE
www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net

Stanford Stanford 
Driving SchoolDriving School

(650) 493-1978 • 3960 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
For more information on getting your permit, visit our website at: 

www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net

WITH THIS AD

Day 1  Day 2  Day 3  Day 4
Mon 6/9 Tue 6/10 Wed 6/11 Thur 6/12
Sat 6/14 Sun 6/15 Sat 6/21 Sun 6/22
Mon 6/16 Tue 6/17 Wed 6/18 Thur 6/19
Mon 7/23 Tue 7/24 Wed 7/25 Thur 7/26

Summer in-Class Schedule
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For the 
undecided

By Don Frances

THIS IS YOUR last chance to 
learn about the Democratic 
candidates for state Assembly 

District 22 — the fightin’ 22nd!
 That’s unless you’ve already 
voted by mail, in which case: Too 
bad. I recommend not doing that 
in the future.
 For the rest of you, we’ve put 
together a somewhat handy chart 
for comparison’s sake (see page 
18). We asked the candidates a 
few questions and their answers 
are insightful. 
 While you’re in the voting 
booth, remember to check “yes” 
for Measure C, lest your local 
elementary schools suffer. The 
money garnered by this parcel 
tax will go towards, among other 
things, the forgotten subjects, like 
music, which your kids (or your 
neighbors’ kids) need to learn.

SPEAKING OF MUSIC, the 
El Camino Youth Symphony 
has been teaching music to the 
youth of the region, including 
of Mountain View, for 45 years 
now. Can you believe that?
 This Sunday, the program will 
wrap up another year with its 
season finale concert at De Anza 
College’s Flint Center. The event 
concludes with El Camino Youth 
Symphony Concerto Competition 
winners Joy Lin and Sunli Kim, 
both of whom play the violin. 
 The concert is Sunday, June 1 at 
2:30 p.m. De Anza College is locat-
ed at 21250 Stevens Creek Blvd. in 
Cupertino. Tickets can be bought 
at the door or through Ticketmas-
ter.com and are $10 for the general 
public, $5 for students and seniors. 
For more info, visit www.ecys.org 
or call (650) 213-7111.

SPEAKING OF MUSIC, the Cor-
ner Laughers are playing Red Rock 
on May 31. Do not miss this quirky, 
ukulele-driven pop band. V

Don Frances can be reached at 
dfrances@mv-voice.com.

From the
Editor’s 

Desk

DAVID CENZER
Kacy Clark, a junior, shows and reads a children’s book she made as part of her class for the Freestyle Academy.

Worker 
Center 

holds safety 
workshop 

By Daniel DeBolt

Unlike other laborers, 
temporary day workers 
injured on the job often 

are not covered by insurance, 
which means an accident can 
leave them unable to work and 
facing huge hospital bills.
 The Day Worker Center of 
Mountain View held a workshop 
last week to address this issue as 
part of a national campaign to 
educate day workers and their 
employers about safety. 
 Every year, several Mountain 
View day workers are seriously 
injured on the job, said Maria 
Marroquin, director of the Day 
Worker Center since 1999. Most 
of the injuries occur to workers 
who solicit work along El Camino 
Real, said Marroquin, who finds 
out about them because they end 
up coming to the center for help.
 “Workers are abandoned at 
El Camino Hospital— it’s very 
sad,” she said.
 “If a ladder is broken, tell your 
employer,” said a day worker named 
Carlos Mares from Oakland Lucha 
Unida. “It’s better to lose your [pay] 
for that day and protect yourself.”
 According to state law, those 

  See DAY WORKER, page 16

For Freestyle students, making 
books is child’s play

By Casey Weiss

After several months of 
writing and designing 
their own children’s 

books, local high school stu-
dents read their tales of outer 
space and far away adventures to 
a dozen preschoolers this week. 
 The students attend Freestyle 
Academy of Communication 
Arts and Technology, a multi-

media program in the Mountain 
View Los Altos Union School 
District, where they all take 
design and English classes, and 
choose between film and Web 
design. Students experiment with 
different types of writing in their 
English class, and then use the 
technology available on campus 
to make a visual or audio com-
ponent of their written work.
 Each of the four junior 

classes at Freestyle wrote and 
made books, which looked 
as if they had been produced 
professionally.
 Four students presented the 
final products on Tuesday, May 
27 to preschoolers at Mountain 
View Parent Nursery School, 
which is also located behind the 
district office. The nursery school 

  See FREESTYLE, page 15

Derby promises downhill thrills
KIDS, MAYORS TO RACE FOR GLORY IN SUNDAY EVENT 

By Daniel DeBolt

This Sunday’s annual Soap 
Box Derby is expected to 
be more intense than last 

year’s, as kids from 8 to 17 years 
old streak down the Dana Street 
overpass in front of Landels 
Elementary School.
 What was a two-day event last 
year will be held this Sunday 
only, starting at 10 a.m.
 The race will feature a “Mayors 
Cup” at 2:30 p.m., with Mayor 
Tom Means pitted in a race for 
“regional glory” against Cuper-
tino Mayor Dolly Sandoval, Santa 
Clara Mayor Patricia Mahan and 

Sunnyvale Mayor Tony Spitaleri.
 “As long as weight is important 
in this race I think I’ll win,” 
Means joked.
 As for the kids, winners of 
the stock, super stock and super 
kids categories will advance to 
the nationals in Akron, Ohio, 
with all expenses paid.
 The “super kids” class, sched-
uled for 11 a.m., pairs physically 
and developmentally disabled 
children, including two who are 
blind, with a non-disabled racer 
to help them down the track.
 “You don’t have to be racing to 
have fun,” said Hugh Donagher, 
one of the many race organizers. 

“Bring your lawn chair and set 
up on the sidewalk.” 
 Food tents in the Landels 
School parking lot will offer 
hamburgers, hot dogs, chili, bev-
erages and snacks. Lawn chairs 
may be placed on the sidewalks 
along the race course. 
 The return of the Soap Box 
Derby to the Peninsula was engi-
neered by Joe Sparaco, who owns 
the Clocktower Coffee Roasting 
Company shops in Mountain 
View. Sparaco has recruited City 
Council members, police and 
firefighters, plus the local Kiwanis, 
Lions and Elks clubs to help build 
cars and prepare for the race.

 Sparaco, a former Palo Alto 
police officer, initially organized 
Soap Box trial races on California 
Avenue in College Terrace in the 
early 1970s, partly for fun and 
partly to offset a negative image 
of police during antiwar and 
counterculture demonstrations. 
He even constructed a pig-shaped 
“Pigmobile” for one race. V

The race begins Sunday, June 1 at 10 
a.m. and ends at 5 p.m. Dana Street 
between Calderon Avenue and Pioneer 
Way will be closed from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Stevens Creek Trail users are encouraged 
to use a different trailhead. 

■  I N F O R M AT I O N



6  ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■   MAY 30, 2008 

LocalNews

Frolicking gopher snakes
■  S E E N  A R O U N D  T O W N

 “I saw these two gopher snakes ‘frolicking’ on the fairway of the 18th hole at Shoreline Golf 
Course on the 12th of May,” wrote Jerry Hitchcock of Tyrella Avenue. “First time I had ever seen any 
snakes there at all.” Hitchcock said he took the photo using his iPhone camera.
 If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it (as 
a jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

‘08 Hydrant Flushing
The City of Mountain View will begin its annual
flushing of hydrants in your neighborhood

beginning Tuesday, February 19, 2008, finishing all

areas within the City by the end of June 2008 or until

all hydrants are successfully refreshed.

Water main flushing is a process used to clear water

lines of sand and sediment that may have accumulated

during the year.  Signs and barricades will be posted in

neighborhoods the day before flushing is to take place

to alert residents.

If you would like more information about the City’s

water main flushing program, or have questions or

concerns while City personnel are in your neighbor-

hood flushing water mains, please contact the City’s

Public Services Division at 650-903-6329, or visit

our website at www.mountainview.gov.

121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR 
COMPUTER  SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. 
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

M-F 6am-9pm  Sa/Su 8am-7pm 
1625 N. Shoreline Blvd.  Mt. View, CA 94043 

 
Spring into Shape! 
     at Overtime Fitness 

WWW.OVERTIMEFITNESS.COM 

650.944.8555 

CLASSES.  TRAINERS.  NEW EQUIPMENT.

First time trial customers only please.
Offer expires 06/15/08. Must present this ad.

First time trial customers only please.
Off i 06/15/08 M t t thi d

WORKOUT FOR FREEWORKOUT FOR FREE

10 DAY TRIAL OFFER

 
Spring into Shape! 
     at Overtime Fitness 

WORKOUT FOR FREE

LIVE.  FLEX.  GROW.  ENGAGE.

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust 

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®
We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 

lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 
provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

Kyle & Koko

Residents already giving input 
on general plan update

By Daniel DeBolt

Those who give their input 
during the coming gen-
eral plan update could 

have major impact on how the 
city looks in 2030, city officials 
say. And the race to gather that 
input has already begun. 
 The city is handing out “tool kits” 
to all residents interested in orga-
nizing meetings in their commu-
nity to help the city create a broad 
vision for the future. Eventually, 
the process will result in a detailed 
blueprint for how the city creates 

homes, jobs, parks and even public 
art. Those familiar with city politics 
have begun to organize meetings 
with various groups. 
 One of the first meetings 
happened last Saturday, when 
a group of property owners 
along Old Middlefield Way’s 
contentious commercial service 
zone attended a meeting orga-
nized by council member Matt 
Pear. According to environmen-
tal planning commission chair 
John Inks, who attended, many 
property owners have an issue 
with a restriction in the zone that 

prevents much of the area from 
being used as office space. Con-
sequently, many of the buildings 
have “For lease” signs on them.
 The city has created a Web site 
for those who wish to stay informed: 
www.mountainview2030.com. On 
the site is a 70-question survey 
which, in part, aims to gauge resi-
dents’ preferences for building 
styles. The results will be com-
piled before a public hearing on 
the general plan to be held on the 
morning of Saturday, June 7, in 
the Performing Arts Center adja-
cent to City Hall. V  
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160 Main Street
Los Altos, CA  
www.alhorizonstvl.com
phone 650.941.5810
fax 650.941.7839

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

All Horizons Travel Inc.

Photo of Joe and Amanda Grimm at the 
Palace of Versailles Gardens, France.

Take a photo with the Mountain View Voice on your next trip and email to 
dmartin@mv-voice.com or mail to Postcards, P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042.

Send Us Send Us 
A Postcard
A Postcard

Can the city create 
affordable housing?

LOCAL ADVOCATES SEE OPPORTUNITIES IN 
NOVEMBER ELECTION, GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

By Daniel DeBolt

Mountain View has 
experienced a net 
loss of affordable 

housing over the past 20 
years, according to resident 
Roy Hayter of Advocates for 
Affordable housing. 
 Hayter and others inter-
ested in the subject took part 
in an “affordable housing 
week” discussion recently at 
Community Services Agency, 
whose clients are often in need 
of low-cost housing.
 “A whole generation has seen 
no real net gain in affordable 
housing,” Hayter said, refer-
ring to Mountain View. “That 
is a record I don’t think anyone 
can be proud of.”
 He said the problem repre-
sents a “real shift in the quality 
of the character of Mountain 
View,” especially as the city 
succeeds in building thou-
sands of homes for those with 
higher income levels. 
 As defined by the federal gov-
ernment, “affordable housing” 
costs 30 percent of a person’s 
income. For 2008, a household 
of two with $42,450 in annual 
income is considered to be in 
the “very low” income bracket 
because it is at 50 percent of 
the median. It is possible for 
those in lower income brackets 
to receive lower rents through 
subsidized housing.
 With the City Council elec-
tion in November and the gen-
eral plan update starting next 
month, the housing issue is on 
the front burner for some can-
didates, like Michael Kasperzak, 
who attended the discussion, 
and Alicia Crank, who has 
named it a top priority.
 City staffer Adriana Garefa-
los acknowledged that hous-
ing needs “greatly exceed the 
supply, as it does all over the 
Bay Area.” She provided a 
list of subsidized housing in 
Mountain View, all with long 
or closed waiting lists. 
 “For affordable housing there 
are small steps forward and no 
easy solutions,” Garefalos said, 
adding that acquiring the feder-
al funds means competing with 
projects in other cities. Often, by 
the time government funding 
is allocated, the property has 
already been sold, she said. 
 The good news, according 

to Hayter, is that the city is 
committed to build 50 units 
of affordable family hous-
ing downtown at Evelyn and 
Franklin streets, and Habitat 
for Humanity is planning a 
project at the Wagon Wheel 
restaurant site at Whisman 
and Middlefield roads. 
 “There is some good news,” 
he said, “but the city could do 
a lot better.”
 At the same time the city 
sees new affordable housing, 
it is allowing many older, 
affordable apartments to be 
demolished and replaced by 
pricier condos. 
 Until about 1998, the city 
had been focused on preserv-
ing affordable housing, and 
three large apartment com-
plexes — Central Park apart-
ments, Maryce Freelen Place 
and Shorebreeze apartments 
— were saved by affordable 
housing nonprofits. But then 
priorities changed at the coun-
cil level, advocates say.
 Garefalos said that land 
for new affordable housing 
projects is scarce, and that the 
city has “scoured every piece 
of land it owns.” San Antonio 
Place, the only new affordable 
housing project done in the 
last 20 years, was built on an 
old roadway. 
 The city has been under-
staffed, Garefalos said, pre-
venting the aggressive pursuit 
of affordable housing projects. 
But Hayter says it’s a mat-
ter of “political will” to add 
more staff. He also said the 
city could consider putting 
affordable housing on two 
city-owned lots downtown, 
one near Bryant and Califor-
nia streets and another near 
Villa and Franklin streets.
 “There is land, but it’s a 
matter of focus, purpose and 
priority,” he said. 
 Advocates say past city 
councils have also failed to get 
housing developers to include 
below market rate homes as 
part of their projects. 
 “Toll Brothers is going to 
have 500-plus units” at May-
field, said resident Joan Mac-
Donald. “None of them are 
going to be affordable. That’s 
a crying shame.” V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View (Near Costco)

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

EXCELLENCE
BOSCH

AUTHORIZED
SERVICE

L A R R Y ’ S

When you want it right! www.autoworks.com

American • German • Japanese

650 968-5202
Award-winning clean, modern facility.

Over 35 years of doing things right.

Brought to you by
Larry & Laurie Moore

 After dodging last season’s potholes, you may notice 
that your vehicle drifts or pulls to one side on straight 
stretches of road. Other telltale signs that your vehicle 
needs wheel alignment include looseness in the steering 
wheel, a steering wheel that is off-center (when the front 
wheels are straight), the sensation that the car is wander-
ing over the road, and hard steering. Abnormal tire wear 
may be another clue that your wheels are out of line. If 
so, there will be more wear on one side of the tire than 
the other, or there may be cupping over the face of the 
tire. To ensure that you get better tire wear and a better 
ride overall, get a four-wheel alignment.

 Good handling, performance, and fuel efficiency rely 
on proper maintenance of your wheel alignment settings. 
At Larry's AutoWorks, we understand the importance of 
your steering, and how much it matters to your safety. 
You can trust us with any repairs for your car. Call us 
today, or bring your car to 101 Freeway on Leghorn 
between San Antonio and Rengstorff in Mountain View. 
We are the import experts!

IS YOUR VEHICLE OUT OF LINE?

When you want it right!

L A R R Y ’ S

HINT: Vibration fe l t  in the steering wheel, f loor, or 
seat of the car may be due to unbalanced wheel/
tire assemblies.
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•  Work Done on Premise. One Stop Service

•  Battery Change While You Shop

•  Refurbishing of All Watches 
   (Mechanical & Quartz)

•  Quality Service Guaranteed

•  Rolex, Longines, Tissot, Omega, Bulova
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Located inside your favorite store

1040 Grant Rd 
Mountain View 
(650) 969-5601

5285 Prospect Rd 
San Jose

(408) 257-1370

525 El Camino
Menlo Park

(650) 329-8939

grams, such as outside learning 
and English language develop-
ment. Teachers, administrators 
and parents, who have been 
campaigning for months, say 
there is no organized opposition 
to the measure, and no formal 
opposition in the voter guide. 
 School advocates meet Mon-
day through Thursday at local 
real estate offices to call Moun-
tain View voters and urge them 
to support the tax. The group 
also has held fundraisers to 

promote the measure. 
 Volunteers, who keep track 
of support as they call voters, 
said earlier this month that 
their informal tallies were not 
promising, but they add that the 
numbers are in flux.
 “The numbers are appearing to 
move in the right direction, with 
more undecided votes shifting 
into the yes column than the 
no column,” said Measure C 
advocate Laura Blakely. “These 
elections are often won or lost on 
a handful of votes.”
 Even with this growing sup-
port, Blakely said new county-

wide voting rules could hurt the 
campaign. Under these new 
regulations, residents in six 
Mountain View voting precincts 
will have no polling centers, 
because the majority of voters 
there have signed up to perma-
nently vote by mail. Without an 
official polling center, many of 
these residents have already 
voted by mail, leaving the cam-
paign with little time to reach 
undecided voters. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

MEASURE C
  Continued from page 1 Props 98 and 99 

fight for domain
By Nicole Baldocchi

Propositions 98 and 99, both 
of which are appearing on 
the ballot in next week’s elec-

tion, are dueling initiatives designed 
to modify state law on eminent 
domain, speakers said during an 
election forum last Thursday.
 The forum, held at the downtown 
library and hosted by the local 
chapter of the League of Women 
Voters, was organized to educate 
voters on the two initiatives, which 
voters will decide on in this Tues-
day’s primary election.
 Both propositions deal with emi-
nent domain — the government’s 
capacity to take over private proper-
ty without the owner’s consent. And 
Proposition 99 is a direct response 
to Proposition 98, said Linda Davis, 
who hosted the forum on behalf of 
the League of Women Voters. 
 Voters should always take it 
as an “alert” when there are two 
propositions on the same issue, 
Davis said: “It rarely makes sense 
to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on both.”
 If both propositions pass, then 
the one with more “yes” votes 
goes into effect.

 Prop 98 stops new rent control 
laws and phases out pre-2007 rent 
control laws as tenants move. This 
excludes renters currently living 
under rent control. The initiative 
also states that state and local 
governments are not able to seize 
property to give to a private owner, 
or to use in the same manner as 
the previous owner, or to use its 
natural resources. Those in sup-
port of this proposition include 
Californians for Property Rights 
and California Republican Party.
 Prop 99 states that governments 
will be prohibited to seize an owner-
occupied home and give it to 
another property owner for private 
use and development if the owner 
has lived there for at least one year. 
The exception to this would be tak-
ing of property for public facilities 
and public health and safety places. 
Supporters of this proposition 
include multiple cities’ chambers of 
commerce and the League of Cali-
fornia Homeowners.  V

For more information on these and 
other issues before voters this June 3, 
visit www.smartvoter.org.

■  I N F O R M AT I O N
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YourNewPeninsulaHome.com

Welcome to Lane Woods, a distinctive collection of fi nely crafted 
homes in an incomparable Menlo Park setting. Located next to 
the scenic Sunset magazine campus, these homes boast beautiful 
surroundings with heritage trees and a neighborhood park. The 
homes are extraordinary with a range of luxurious amenities and 
expansive living space. Add Menlo Park’s highly regarded schools 
and central Peninsula locale, and you have the ideal backdrop for 
a classically beautiful lifestyle. 

(866) 456-7935

Menlo Park — Elegance 
Among the Heritage Trees

Exquisite single-family homes 
from the mid $1,000,000s.  
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EL CAMINO REAL

To San Francisco

Pricing effective as of publication deadline. 
Rendering is artist’s conception. Map not to scale.

MODELS NOW OPEN!

Welcome to Lane Woods, a distinctive collection of fi nely crafted 
homes in an incomparable Menlo Park setting. Located next to 
the scenic Sunset magazine campus, these homes boast beautiful 
surroundings with heritage trees and a neighborhood park. The
homes are extraordinary with a range of luxurious amenities and
expansive living space. Add Menlo Park’s highly regarded schools
and central Peninsula locale, and you have the ideal backdrop for
a classically beautiful lifestyle.

(866) 456-7935

Exquisite single-family homes
from the mid $1,000,000s. 
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Pricing effective as of publication deadline. 
Rendering is artist’s conception. Map not to scale.
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“For Your Health” Community Lecture Series
Wednesday, June 11, 7 - 8 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real, Third Floor
Presented by Sangeeta Kopardekar, M.D., geriatric specialist, 
and a guest physical therapist.
For more information or to reserve your space, visit  
caminomedical.org or call 408-523-3295.

Children’s Sleep
Free Parent Workshop Series
Tuesday, June 3, 7 - 9 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real 
Conference Rooms C  & D

(Suitable for all ages)
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7380.

Feeding Your Toddler
Thursday, June 12, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $20
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.

Lifesteps® 
Weight management program for adults
Tuesdays (14-week sessions) Begins June 24, 6 - 7:15 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $225
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.

Senior Health: Home Alone (and Safe)Senior Health: Home Alone (and Safe)

Wednesday, June 11, 7 - 8 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real, Third Floor
Presented by Sangeeta Kopardekar, M.D., geriatric specialist, 
and a guest physical therapist.
For more information or to reserve your space, visit  
caminomedical.org or call 408-523-3295.

Children’s Sleep

Tuesday, June 3, 7 - 9 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real 
Conference Rooms C  & D

(Suitable for all ages)
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7380.

Feeding Your Toddler
Thursday, June 12, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $20
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.

Lifesteps® 

Tuesdays (14-week sessions) Begins June 24, 6 - 7:15 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $225
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.



council members flew all over the 
country for conferences.
 In almost every instance, the 
members spent between $200 and 
$300 a night for hotel rooms and 
sometimes ate at nice restaurants 
using city purchasing cards with a 
$15,000 credit limit.
 It’s money well spent, city offi-
cials say, as council members and 
other top city officials attend con-
ferences to stay on top if the issues 
faced by cities across the country. 
 “We want them [the council 
members] to know about run-
ning cities,” said finance man-
ager Bob Locke.
 But others see it as a perk.
 “That’s absolutely what it is,” 
said former council member Greg 
Perry, who says he only went to 
one conference during his four-
year term. “When people would 
come back from League of Cities 
conferences there was much more 
talk about the alcohol consumed 
than ideas for city government.” 
 Council member Laura Macias 
disagreed, saying, “I actually 
think there are things I can learn,” 
at the conferences. As mayor last 
year, she spent the most on travel 
over the last 17 months: $16,000. 
She also had the highest limit, 

with a maximum of $22,000 
available for travel. 
 “The limit is higher than it 
needs to be,” Perry said. “I don’t 
see the conferences helping 
people to become better council 
members overall. Time spent 
reading the budget would be 
better spent.”
 Member Matt Pear was the sec-
ond highest travel spender with 
$7,500, including the two most 
expensive hotel visits: $1,321 for 
five nights at the New Orleans 
Hilton and $1,338 for a five-night 
stay at the Washington, D.C. 
Hilton, both for National League 
of Cities conferences. The lowest 
travel spender was Nick Galiotto, 
who used only $2,271 over the 
last 17 months.
 “Last year as mayor was a great 
opportunity,” Macias said. Dur-
ing a U.S. Conference of Mayors 
in Los Angeles, which cost $1,650 
to get in, “I was able to understand 
what the U.S. Mayor’s Climate 
Agreement was and was not.”
 Macias also spent $3,495 to 
attend a study tour held by the 
Urban Land Institute, where she 
toured examples of green build-
ing in Cascadia, Portland, Seattle 
and Vancouver, which helped 
her realize how “doable” green 
building really is.
 In his first four months as may-
or, Tom Means hasn’t spent nearly 

as much. Records show only $75 
for a plane ticket to Seattle. The 
San Jose State economics profes-
sor says that most of the confer-
ences held by the League of Cities 
don’t have a lot of in depth in the 
information provided. 
 “The seminars, a lot of them are 
on real basic things,” he said. “A 
lot of them want to tell you what 
great thing they did in their city.”
 During a trip to a National 
League of Cities conference in 
New Orleans, a majority of the 
council — members Macias, 
Means, Pear and Jac Siegel — 
spent $324 for a dinner with 
three other city officials at Emer-
il’s restaurant. Though a major-
ity of the council was present, it 
wasn’t necessarily a violation of 
the Brown Act. 
 “If it’s a purely social or cer-
emonial gathering, then it is not 
a Brown Act violation, unless 
a majority of the members get 
together to discuss the city’s busi-
ness,” said Thomas Newton of the 
California Newspaper Publishers 
Association.
 After travel, the next highest 
expense for council members is 
computer equipment. For at least 
10 years, council members have 
received $3,600 per four-year-
term for computers and related 
expenses. Of the four members 
who bought computers — Siegel, 

Ronit Bryant, Margaret Abe-Koga 
and Galiotto — Siegel spent the 
most: $2372 for an Apple iMac 
and accessories at the Apple store 
in Palo Alto. Bryant spent the 
least: $1,250 for a new computer 
made by her husband’s employer, 
Hewlett Packard. The computers 
are theirs to keep.
 City Council members also still 
receive free premium tickets to 
concerts at Shoreline Amphithe-
atre, which was a controversial 
topic in 2004 when the value of 
the tickets, per council member, 
was estimated at $8,750.

 Compared to previous coun-
cils, Locke said, this council is 
relatively frugal, and he noted 
that city staffers have never had 
to ask members to slow their 
spending. Some, like Bryant and 
Abe-Koga, have given the “gift” 
of not taking any money at all for 
phone expenses.
 “They are all way under bud-
get,” Locke said. In the past, he 
said, members have put down 
some “questionable” expenses, 
but the current members “have 
good jobs and are trying to be 
good council members.” V  
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On VTA’s Frequent 15, 
15 of VTA’s Bus lines run every 15 minutes or less on 
all or part of the bus route during the morning and 
evening commute. 

Frequent 15
VTA’s

It’s More Convenient with
Taking Transit!

Ride VTA’s Frequent 15  Bus Lines! 

• Line 22  Eastridge Transit Center – Palo Alto Transit Center 

• Line 23  Alum Rock Transit Center – De Anza College

• Line 25  Alum Rock Transit Center – De Anza College

• Line 26  Eastridge Transit Center – Sunnyvale/Lockheed Martin

• Line 55  De Anza College – Great America

• Line 60  Winchester Transit Center – Great America

• Line 64  Almaden LRT Station – McKee & White

• Line 66  Santa Teresa Hospital – Milpitas/Dixon Road

• Line 68  Gilroy Transit Center – San Jose Diridon Transit Center

• Line 70  Capitol LRT Station – Great Mall/Main Transit Center

• Line 71  Eastridge Transit Center – Great Mall/Main Transit Center 

• Line 72  Monterey & Senter – Downtown San Jose

• Line 73  Snell & Capitol – Downtown San Jose

• Line 77  Eastridge Transit Center – Great Mall/Main Transit Center

• Rapid Line 522  Eastridge Transit Center – Palo Alto Transit Center

Other VTA bus routes that provide service every 15 minutes or less    

during peak hours include Lines 10, 31, Express 180 & 181, and 

combinations of Lines 57/58 or 61/62 along corridors. 

Ride VTA today!

For more information or for your personal trip plan, contact VTA Customer Service: 
(408) 321-2300; TDD (408) 321-2330 or visit www.vta.org.

And, with the high price of gas, riding public 
transportation just makes “cents” – for you and 
the environment! Two more good reasons to get 
on board VTA’s Frequent 15!

0804-6329

EXPENSES FOR CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
 FROM JANUARY 2007 TO APRIL 2008

 Telephone and Equipment Professional 
 Member communications Travel per term development Total

 Margaret Abe-Koga $0 $4,053 $2,487.99 $0 $6,541

 Ronit Bryant $0 $3,920 $1,314.27 $0 $5,234

 Nick Galiotto $1,173.23 $2,271 $1,838 $75 $5,358

 Laura Macias $1,295.12 $15,995 $0 $393.10 $17,643

 Tom Means $1,282.54 $2,490 $140.71 $0 $3,914

 Matt Pear $470.29 $7,551 $108.24 $499 $8,629

 Jac Siegel $1,583.52 $6,929 $2,771.31 $0 $11,284
     
 Total $5,803 $43,209 $8,661 $967 $58,606

 Limit per member $1,680 $7,500  $3,600 $500 
 per year  ($22,000 (per four
 for mayor)  year term)

ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

EXPENSES
  Continued from page 1
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B ES T SA LO N T WO Y E A R S I N A ROW !

Call today for an appointment, call 650.938.8777

• Hair • Skin
• Nails • Massage

Conveniently located right off Castro Street 
at 888 Villa Street Suite #100

 S I N C E  1 9 8 8

We Invite You to Experience 
the Difference

WE APPRECIATE YOUR 
VOTE FOR BEST BURRITO

— Two locations serving mouth watering blend 
of Mexicana & Salvadorean Cuisine — 

Taqueria La BambaTaqueria La Bamba
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
SERVING SILICON VALLEY’S BEST MEXICAN CUISINE

Buy One 
Get One FREE

Buy one entree at regular price and 

get a second of equal or 

lesser value FREE

Expires 06/30/08

 2058 Old Middlefi eld Way, 
Mountain View • 650-965-2755

152 CASTRO STREET 
MOUNTAIN VIEW

650-965-4753

  Buy 1 Get 2nd at 1/2 OFF
Buy one cup of ice cream or any espresso bar item and get one of an equal or 
lesser value at 1/2 Price. Pints, Quarts, Specialties excluded. Expires 6/30/08.

“It’s absolutely

  mouthwatering!”

         “It’s 
  irresistible!”

241 B Castro Street • Mountain View • 650-969-2900

Italian Ice Cream
Gelato Classico Italian Ice Cream is one of the most 

highly regarded, best liked ice creams in the country.
NO ARTIFICIAL COLORS, FLAVORINGS 

OR PRESERVATIVES.

Thank you for supporting
us to be our best!

www.autoworks.com 420 Castro Street, Mountain View
For Reservations call  650.966.8124 | www.thecantankerousfish.com 

CONT EMPOR A RY SE A FOOD DINING

• LIVE MUSIC • LIVE MUSIC 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTSFRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS

• HAPPY HOUR NIGHTLY• HAPPY HOUR NIGHTLY
• PATIO DINING• PATIO DINING

• PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM• PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM

"THE BEST PEDICURE IN SILICON VALLEY"
650 CASTRO STREET,  SUITE 175

ENTRANCE ON CHURCH ST. NEXT TO THE DRY CLEANERS

650-968-9901
OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 10A.M. - 8P.M.

alon 
Best Nail Salon 

rs!
for 6 Years!

Monique’s Nail & La Monique’s Nail & 
Skin Care SalonSkin Care Salon

First time trial customers only please.
Offer expires 07/15/08. Must present this ad.

10 DAY TRIAL OFFER

650.944.8555 • 1625 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mt View, CA 94043

WWW.OVERTIMEFITNESS.COM

RIAL OFFERRIAL OFFER

BEST BEST 
FITNESS FITNESS 

CLUBCLUB

“Setting a Standard of Quality in the Burger Industry.”

Mountain View
615 W. El Camino Real   •   (650) 967-0851

Since 1945

 Sunday Night Special!
PRIME RIB  $13.95
Bring Ad In For Special Price 

Clarke’s has GREAT 
Weekend Breakfasts!

Sat. & Sun. • 8–2pm

WINNER 2007 
WINNER 2007 

“BEST BURGER”
“BEST BURGER”

VOTE US VOTE US 
BEST AUTO BEST AUTO 

REPAIR REPAIR 2008!2008!

FIRST RUNNER UP 2007 

2037 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mountain View
650.961.0302 • www.deansautomotive.com

Swing
Dance

Michelle’s

Best Swing DANCE!t Sw A !Best Swing DANCE!Best Swing DANCE!

Sw
DanceSwSwing

e
ngMichelle’s

Best Swing DANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCE!Best Swing DANNNCCCEEEEEEE!Best Swing DAAAANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!

CLASS LOCATIONS IN 
Mountain View & San Francisco • Monthly Dance in Redwood City

Other events include dance cruises, dance convention, & workshops. 
Instructional DVDs available   * Exp.7.4.08

Michelle Kinkaid • 415.585.6282
www.michelledance.com

$$25250000**4-week, monthly series
 begins Thursday, June 5th

Silicon Valley ’s Expert Personal Trainers

“BEST MASSAGE”  “BEST GYM” 

A X I S 

544 San Antonio Road
Mountain View

(650) 229-1100
www.axispt.com

Mountain View Voice palo alto weekly 

2585 California Street, Mountain View
(off San Antonio Road)

M-F 9-8 • SAT 9-7 • SUN 10-6

The Milk Pail 
M A R K E T

650.941.2505

BEST GROCERY & PRODUCEBEST GROCERY & PRODUCE

FREE
TEETH WHITENING

A $99.00 VALUE!
FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam, 

X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details. 
Some restrictions may apply. 

Offer Good for 60 Days.

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Want Teeth Bright & White?

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite #63A, Mountain View
650-964-2626  •  www.smilesdental.com

D e n t a l  C a r e

Open 7 Days
Mon.-Fri. 9 - 7 • Sat. 9 - 6 • Sun. 10 - 5

650-964-7871650-964-7871

1297 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View 
(at Miramonte)   •  www.truevalue.com

Open 7 Days
Mon -Fri 9 7 S

START RIGHT.  START HERE!

Vote Us Vote Us 
Best HardwareBest Hardware

A Mountain View Tradition Since 1973

BLOSSOM TRUE VALUE HARDWARE

ART HTART HA Mountain View Tradition Since 1973

BEST VEGETARIAN / VEGAN RESTAURANT 2003-2007

1245 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040 
650.254.1688 | www.gardenfresh.us

1245 WW
650 254 1688 | www gard

in View, CA 94040 WW EE. Ell Cl Cl C iamiamino Real, Mounta

Vote us best Auto Body Repair!
Car WestCar West Auto Body Auto Body

2100 Old Middlefi eld Way2100 Old Middlefi eld Way
Mountain ViewMountain View
650-968-2100650-968-2100

www.carwestautobody.comwww.carwestautobody.com

LUNCH & DINNER 
BANQUETS
COCKTAILS 

 GOURMET FOOD 
TO GO

1067 N. San Antonio Rd

at El Camino Real

Los Altos 

READERS’ CHOICE FOR BEST CHINESE RESTAURANT

A PENINSULA TRADITION SINCE 1970
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BEST OF

650.948.2696

King of Krung SiamKing of Krung Siam
Thai Restaurant and Bar

194 Castro Street, Mtn. View ■ 650.960.7077/78
LUNCH: Mon-Fri 11-3, Sat Noon-3, Sun Noon-4  ■  DINNER: Mon-Sun 5-10

 Street, Mtn. View ■ 650.960.7077/78

Best Thai Cuisine Best Thai Cuisine 
RestaurantRestaurant

Wo m e n ’s  C l o t h i n g  &  A c c e s s o ri e s 

U n i q u e , C o m f o r t a b l e  &  E l e g a n t

282 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
650.964.4323

NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS:

1 5 2  M u rp h y  Av e n u e , S u n n y v a l e ,  C A  9 4 0 8 6   ■   4 0 8 . 7 3 6 . 6 4 0 0

■   10% OFF with ad thru 07/10/08  ■

KOREAN BBQ + TOFU

475 castro street
       mountain view

   650-967-3913-967-3913650-

475 castro street
         mountain view

  

w
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w

Open for Lunch & Dinner
7 days a week

Bold Flavors 
Exotic Cocktails 

Live music 
Patio Dining

For reservations and menu
visit CASCALRESTAURANT.COM

or call 650-940-9500

Open daily for lunch and dinner 
from 11:30am

Decision ’08Decision ’08
It’s 2008! 

This year’s Best of Mountain View 
VOTE VOTE by July 12, 2008 

at at 
MountainViewOnline.com

All entries eligible for dozens of prizes, including 
dinners, gift certifi cates and theatre events.

"THETT  BES

ENT

Best Nail S

for 6 Yea

LaLa

8 8

mm

Vote For Your Favorite Local BusinessesVote For Your Favorite Local Businesses

VOTE ONLINE! WIN PRIZES!VOTE ONLINE! WIN PRIZES!

EPICUREAN DELIGHTS

Best Bagel Place

Best Bar

Best BBQ

Best Breakfast/Brunch Restaurant

Best Burgers

Best Burritos

Best Chinese Restaurant

Best Coffee House (Independent) 

Best Fast Food Restaurant

Best Fine Dining

Best Ice Cream/Frozen Yogurt Place

Best Indian Restaurant

Best Italian Restaurant

Best Mexican Restaurant

EPICUREAN DELIGHTS CONT.

Best Mediterranean Restaurant

Best Middle-Eastern Restaurant

Best New Restaurant

Best Noodle Place

Best Pearl Tea

Best Pizza Restaurant

Best Place for a Business Lunch

Best Place to buy Fresh Produce

Best Sandwich Shop

Best Seafood Restaurant

Best Small (Non-chain) Grocery Store

Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant

Best Thai Restaurant

Best Vegetarian Restaurant

EPICUREAN DELIGHTS CONT.

Best Vietnamese Restaurant

Best Fusion Restaurant

Best Take-Out Food

Best Deli (Non-chain)

THE RIGHT STUFF

Best Auto Body Repair

Best Auto Repair Shop

Best Bike Shop

Best Bookstore

Best Chiropractor

Best Dentist

Best Dry Cleaners

Best Financial Institution

THE RIGHT STUFF

Best Fitness Club

Best Florist (Non-chain)

Best Hair Salon

Best Hardware Store

Best Home Furnishings Store

Best Hotel

Best Massage

Best Manicure/Nails

Best New Business

Best Shoe Repair Shop

Best Store for Unusual Gifts

Best Women’s Clothing Shop

Best Yoga Studio

Best Place for a Date

Best Place for an Oil Change

★ ★ BALLOT CATEGORIES ★★ ★ ★ BALLOT CATEGORIES ★★

Online

Support Your 
Local Businesses.

Vote by July 12, 2008

Vote at 

MountainViewOnline.com



neighborhood revitalization, a 
revenue development plan and 
the long-needed Rengstorff 
Avenue underpass at the rail-
road tracks. 
 After a string of assaults 
and murders involving youth 
over the past year, the council 
gave the police department 
$180,000 towards the cre-
ation of a Youth Services Unit 
that police hope will become 
instrumental in reducing the 
city’s gang activity and youth 
violence. The money will fund 
a new full-time sergeant posi-
tion and match a grant from 
the state for $160,000 to go 
towards counseling youth. 
 Council member Nick Gal-
iotto, a former Mountain View 
police officer, was adamant 
that the sergeant’s position 
be permanent. He said the 
situation was “deja vu” — in 
the 1970s the police department 
also sought juvenile diversion 
when the juvenile justice system 
wasn’t serving the youth well.

 “The gang problem is not 
going to go away,” Galiotto 
said. “We give it attention and 
the problem decreases.” But if 
the city turns its funding and 
attention to other things, “it 
goes back up.”
 According to Police Chief 
Scott Vermeer, 
the Youth Ser-
vice Unit will 
“significantly 
increase our 
efforts and 
r e s o u r c e s 
dedicated and 
tasked with 
diversion, pre-
vention and 
intervention of 
youth before 
they enter significant criminal 
delinquency, gangs, or to help 
them exit from gang life.”
 The approved $180,000 will 
go towards a full-time sergeant 
who will work with another 
non-sworn, full-time officer 
moved from within the depart-
ment. Also in the unit are two 
part-time counselors who will 
likely come from the Commu-
nity Health Awareness Council 
— paid for by the state grant for 

two and half years. 
 The department’s existing 
school resource officers would 
also become a part of the unit, 
as well as the department’s 
gang suppression officers who 
work both on gang prevention 
and as detectives.

 Earlier this year, Mountain 
View was the only small city to 
win a grant from the Califor-
nia Gang Reduction, Interven-
tion and Prevention Program.
 The council approved the 
police funding 5-1, with May-
or Tom Means absent and 
member Matt Pear opposed.

Plans set for Annex, 
Rengstorff Park

 At a cost of $400,000, the 

city is set to formalize a plan 
for the Cuesta Annex, 12 acres 
of open space adjacent to 
Cuesta Park. The master plan 
will take into account a report 
from the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District this summer on 
using portions of the Annex for 

a flood basin.
 The council 
also funded 
$300,000 for 
a master plan 
for Rengstorff 
Park this year. 
Members have 
made it a top 
goal to revi-
talize the park 
and the neigh-
borhood.

 One case in point is the 
nearby Rengstorff Avenue 
railroad crossing, which has 
claimed several lives. The 
council made it a top goal to 
aggressively seek funding for a 
$45 million underpass, a proj-
ect that has been on the back 
burner for decades. Approved 
Tuesday was $250,000 for an 
environmental impact study 
for the “grade separation” to 
start this year. 

$10,000 reward for 
Johnson murder

 Police are now offering 
$10,000 to anyone with infor-
mation that will lead to an 
arrest in the double shooting 
Feb. 7 that left 20-year-old 
Jeffrey Johnson dead and 
another injured.
 One suspect has been arrest-
ed so far but police have 
not gathered enough evidence 
to hold any others. Nathan 
Talarico is scheduled to plea 
on May 30. Another suspect, 
Jose Alfredo Romero, 19, was 
arrested but had to be released 
due to lack of evidence.
 The shooting began on the 
700 block of Ehrhorn Street at 
around 7 p.m. during a drug 
deal. It led to a car chase with 
guns blazing on Highway 85. 
 Police have set up a tip line at 
(866) 570-8211. Anonymous 
callers can still receive the 
award. An identification num-
ber given to callers links them 
to the information they give. V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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KGO’s Len Tillem 
& 

Michael Gilfix

ASSET PROTECTION FOR YOUR FAMILY

Len Tillem, Esq.
Host of KGO’s “Legaltalk”

Len Tillem & Associates

Michael Gilfix, Esq.
Gilfix & La Poll Associates LLP

35 yrs. Experience

Tuesday, June 10, 2008
2:30-4:30 pm or 6:30-8:30 pm

Biltmore Hotel & Suites
Saratoga Ballroom, 2151 Laurelwood Rd., Santa Clara, CA 95054

Free Seminar! 
Seating

 is 
limited!

Register online 

www.gilfix.com
or Call 

650-493-8070 
or 

408-971-7292

• Family Protection Trusts to Protect Assets you 

   leave your children from Divorce, Lawsuits and Tax

• Medi-Cal to pay Nursing Home Costs

• Special Needs Trusts for Disabled Kids

• Protect Residence from Medi-Cal Claims 

• The essential Living Trust 

• Estate Tax Avoidance

*additional parking on adjacent lot*

COUNCIL
  Continued from page 1

After a string of assaults and murders 
involving youth over the past year, the 

council gave the police department 
$180,000 towards the creation of a 

Youth Services Unit.
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Brought to you by the nonprofit agency 
Avenidas and the City of Mountain View

F

FREE service!

Home 
RepairsFREE

Transportation � Nursing � Therapies
Socializing � Exercise � Arts

Discussion Groups � Music � Gardening
... and more!

“When Mom is happy, we all are happy!”

(650) 289-5494   www.avenidas.org/care
The Family Choice for Adult Day Care

Help imagine the future of Mountain View!  

As the City begins preparing to update its  

General Plan, please join us in developing a 

vision for our community 

for the next 20 years.

AT THE MEETING, YOU WILL:

•  Learn about current conditions and future  

    trends in Mountain View

•  Share your opinion about features you like and value  

    in our community

•  Participate in discussion groups and hear what other  

    community members think about the City’s future

For more information call 650-903-6306
Visit our website at:  www.mountainview2030.com

Children’s activities and  

refreshments will be provided.

Community Visioning Meeting

Mountain View Center for the  
Performing Arts - SecondStage
500 Castro Street
Mountain View

June 7, 2008  9:30 am – 12:30 pm

June June 7, 20087, 2008,

  MV: Waiting List Open

1BR Senior 
Apartments

SR Fountains Apts
2005 San Ramon Ave., Mtn. View

(650) 966-1060

 Every Tues. 9am-12pm Only
Every Thurs. 1-4pm Only

To Open Permanently

 * Income limits and monthly 
rents subject to change with 
median income of 
Santa Clara Co. Section 8
Certifi cates and Vouchers 
Accepted.

is part of the district, and parents 
must enroll in MVLA Adult School 
before their students can attend. 
Parents work in the class and help 
run the program.
 The preschool students gig-
gled and jumped up and down 
as the Freestyle juniors read 
their books about marine life, 
traveling balloons, magical play 
structures and outer space. 
 “This is a very rewarding pro-
cess,” said junior James Glass 
after the reading. 
 Each year, the Freestyle stu-
dents complete a longer narra-
tive project, and last year they 
made graphic pages. The stu-
dents said making the books was 
busy, especially while they were 
making films and completing 
other Freestyle projects.
 “We wanted to make the books 
applicable to younger kids,” said 
junior Alyssa Young.
 The Parent Nursery School, 
which was just reaccredited, often 
invites local high school students 
to volunteer and participate in the 
classroom, according to director 
Claire Koukoutsakis. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

FREESTYLE
  Continued from page 5

(650) 858-7700
3001 El Camino Real in Palo Alto
www.MikesBikes.com

May is Bike to Work 
Month!
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Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School

Academic Excellence in a Student-Centered Environment

Amazing Opportunity – Reduced Tuition  

for New Incoming 7th Grade Students

 

 

CAIS Accredited                 A Beneficiary of the JCF                                                                   

 

 

who employ day workers, often 
homeowners and contractors, 
are responsible for health care 
expenses when a day worker gets 
hurt, and many are covered by 
homeowners’ insurance policies. 
In other cases, John Rinaldi, a 
lawyer who serves on the Day 
Worker Center’s board, has been 
known to represent day workers.
 The law is rarely enforced for 
those workers who solicit work 
on the street, speakers said at the 
workshop. And when an injury 
happens, as one worker told the 
Voice, it’s all too common for 
workers to hear employers say, 
“We don’t have any more work 
for you.” 
 “Thank God it’s not too com-
mon, but one is too much,” Marro-
quin said about injuries to workers 
who use her center.
 One undocumented worker 
from San Francisco said he injured 
his hip muscle in late 2006. The 
employer he worked for, who was 
building heavy granite coun-
tertops, immediately fired him 
and has refused to pay his health 
expenses. He still suffers from the 
injury and it prevents him from 
working most jobs he is offered.

 According to a study on day 
laborers in Los Angeles and Illi-
nois, 20 percent suffered work-
related injuries, and two thirds of 
those injured received no medical 
care. Of those studied, 55 percent 
also did not receive break time 
for lunch or even to drink water 
— factors making accidents more 
likely due to exhaustion. 
 Before the workshop, a day 
worker left the center with a 
large container of water, saying 
the employer had not given him 
water the day before. 
 During the presentation, one 
worker said he was injured on 
the job after soliciting work on 
the street, was never paid, and 
wanted to know who could help. 
Workers like him were directed 
to legal experts at the end of the 
presentation. 
 To help those workers who 
stand on El Camino Real near 
San Antonio Road, the center has 
started an outreach program 
with $10,000 from the city and 
some help from the police depart-
ment. Under the program, work-
ers are educated about their 
rights and the services available 
at the Mountain View center, 
such as the mobile health clinic 
that visits weekly. V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

DAY WORKER
  Continued from page 5

Tuesday•June 3•7:30 PM
Amy Stewart will discuss her boo
Flower Confi dential that exploresl
the relevance of fl owers and 40 bi
lion global industry devoted to mak
ing fl owers fl awless.
Mountain View•301 Castro St•650-428-1234

Wednesday•June 4•7:00 PM 
Meet Tony Horwitz, best-selling
author of Blue Latitudes, who will dis
cuss A Voyage Long and Strange:
Rediscovering the New World, a
thrilling and eye-opening voyage to
pre-Mayfl ower America. 
Palo Alto•855 El Camino Real #74•650-321-0600

Wednesday•June 11•7:00 PM 
Dalia Sofer will discuss her highly
acclaimed novel The Septembers of
Shiraz, a beautifully told literary debutz
set in Tehran during the aftermath of the
1979 revolution.
Mountain View•301 Castro St•650-428-1234

Tuesday, June 17, 7:00 PM
Claire Lewis will introduce her book
Exposed: Confessions of a Wed
ding Photographer: A Memoir, that
is a hilarious and touching account o
one woman’s adventures in a caree
that she never saw herself in.
Burlingame•1375 Burlingame Ave•650-685-4911

CASTRO OVERENROLLED 
 Enrollment at Castro Ele-
mentary School is growing 
faster than at any other school 
in the district, administrators 
said recently.
 With a projected student body 
of 692 students for the 2008-09 
school year, plus another 100 
preschool students, Castro is the 
largest elementary school in the 
Mountain View Whisman Ele-
mentary School District. Bubb 

is next, but trails far behind with 
an estimated 551 students for 
the coming year. Castro also has 
more students than either of the 
middle schools.
 Stephanie Totter, director of 
administrative services, said 
the large projected enrollment 
— which could still increase 
— is mostly due to the extra 
programs at Castro. In addition 
to regular classes, it houses the 
district’s very popular PACT and 

dual immersion programs. 
 In the short term, adminis-
trators and trustees will open 
up two classrooms on campus 
that had previously been used 
by private organizations, but 
are still brainstorming other 
ideas. Totter said moving the 
choice programs to another 
site is a long-term option for 
curbing the growth.

— Casey Weiss 

■  E D U C AT I O N B R I E F S
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■  S TA F F

■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

■  L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

  See LETTERS, page 17

Viewpoint
COMMUNITY ON 
TWO WHEELS
Editor:
 On behalf of the Environmen-
tal Sustainability Task Force’s 
transportation working group, 
I’d like to thank Forrest Line-
barger for his recent column 
discussing biking and citing the 
efforts of our task force as well 
(“The new math on bicycling,” 
May 23). In particular, I’d like to 
cite his remarks on “community” 
in the transportation section of 
our final report.
 For example, he said: “Talking 
to this new breed of bikers, one 
gets a sense that they feel like they 
have a more intimate sense of 
community than the four-wheeled 
set. They are not separated from 
their neighborhood by the glass 
walls of the automobile. They stop 
by the corner store to shop. They 
teach their children to ride bikes, 
and train them on safety. They say 
hello to their neighbors because 
they travel at human-scale speeds. 
Their windows are never closed.”
 As Linebarger noted, the task 
force’s next public meeting 
is June 3 at City Hall. For 
more information, visit www.
susta i nablemou nta i nv iew.
org or write to comments@
sustainablemountainview.org.

Bruce England 
Whisman Station Drive 

BUDGET REVISE STILL 
LEAVES SCHOOLS GASPING
Editor:
 Thank you for your recent cover-
age of the governor’s May budget 
revision and its impact on local 
school districts (“Schools struggle 
to unravel budget,” May 23).

 Despite reversing course from 
January and not proposing to sus-
pend Proposition 98, the gover-
nor, according to his latest budget 
plan, would still deprive schools 
of $4 billion compared to what 
we need just to maintain existing 
levels of service. 
 For the Mountain View Whis-
man School District, for example, 
it amounts to approximately $505 
less for each student. There is no 
question that’s better than what 
we expected in January, but it’s 
still a loss. 
 It’s also dependent upon the 
budget stabilization act and lot-
tery securitization plan the gov-
ernor has proposed, neither of 
which looks promising. We think 
budget stabilization is a great idea 
but, in its current form, it locks 
schools into ongoing inadequate 
funding by starting with an 
underfunded base year. Addition-
ally, it’s a power grab that gives the 
governor and his political appoin-
tee unprecedented authority to 
make mid-year cuts up to three 
times per year.
 Lottery securitization can only 
be described as “lipstick on a pig.” 
It’s a short-term fix that won’t 
address the imbalance between the 
educational needs of our students 
and existing revenues. We cannot 
continue to borrow our way out of 
our budget woes.
 The leaders of tomorrow are 
in our schools today. They need 
an excellent and complete public 
education to contribute and be 
innovators here Silicon Valley. It’s 
time to invest in our future. 

Judy Hannemann, Trustee
MVLA High School District 

Gloria Higgins, Trustee 
MV Whisman School District 

EDGE GOES TO CASERTA IN ASSEMBLY RACE

District 22 voters have a tough choice to 
make when they go to the polls next 
week. Four candidates are running in 

the Democratic primary, and the winner is all 
but certain to replace Assemblywoman Sally 
Lieber, D-Mountain View, who is termed out.
 Our choice in this tight race is Santa Clara City Council member 
and high school teacher Dominic Caserta, although we also are 
impressed with Paul Fong, a longtime professor and 15-year trustee 
of the Foothill-De Anza Community College District. 
 We gave the nod to Caserta due to the wealth of ideas he provided 
in a Voice questionnaire, which asked all four candidates to state 
their positions on a series of issues (see page 18). The other two can-
didates are county school board member Anna Song and Cupertino 
City Council member Kris Wang.
 On some of the big questions, Caserta and Fong had virtually the 
same answers. For example, both support SB-840, the universal 
health care bill proposed by Assembly member Sheila Keuhl. But we 
liked that Caserta would go further, adding a series of community 
health care clinics to provide immunizations, preventive care and 
other services to ease the burden on doctors and emergency rooms. 
 This follows a pattern with these two candidates: Although we like 
Fong’s blunt, no-nonsense style, we also like that Caserta seems to 
have thought the issues through more closely, often providing more 
specific or creative ideas.
 On education, for example, Caserta and Fong are similar in most 
respects. Both of these educators agree passionately that the state’s 
schools must be funded fully and without compromise. And both 
agree that Proposition 98, in Fong’s words, “should be the floor, not 
the ceiling” of funding. But Caserta also wants to expand technical 
classes like auto shop, focusing on legitimate career paths for Cali-
fornia’s students that often are ignored.
 Caserta, a former Republican, is running against the tide in this 
race, as Fong has been endorsed by Lieber and the Democratic estab-
lishment, including U.S. Reps. Anna Eshoo, Zoe Lofgren and Mike 
Honda. Caserta has backing from several unions and the Mountain 
View Police Officers Association.
 Although it is a close call, we believe Caserta is the best candidate 
in the District 22 race, and urge voters to support him on June 3. 

VOTE YES ON MEASURE C

A reminder: Last week the Voice endorsed Measure C, which 
would renew and increase the parcel tax in the Mountain 
View Whisman School District. The new tax would take 

effect in 2009, and provide an additional $1.3 million to the district. 
Most property owners would see their current parcel tax increase by 
$52 a year — more than worth it, in our view, to assure the quality 
of Mountain View’s elementary schools.

Endorsements

■  C O R R E C T I O N
 In its editorial last week, the Voice incorrectly stated higher-end rate hikes as proposed by 
Measure C, the parcel tax for Mountain View’s elementary schools. Rates for the largest lot size 
would jump from $600 to $1,016 under the new measure. The Voice regrets this error.

2008
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Viewpoint

Q: What do you 
propose be done 
about the state’s 

budget crisis?

Q: The state’s
 school system is 

among the nation’s 
worst. How do we 

change that?

Q: What are 
California’s greatest 

transportation 
concerns, and 

how should we 
address them?

Q: Do you support 
a universal health 
care system for all 
Californians? What 

would it do?

Q: Some 
believe the state’s 

electoral system 
is gerrymandered 

beyond recognition. 
Do you agree, 

and if so, what if 
anything should be 

done about it?

Dominic Caserta Paul Fong Anna Song Kris Wang

What we cannot do is to cut spending for 
education and those most in need. We can:

•  Raise revenue by closing tax loopholes, 
and impose a windfall-profi ts tax on oil 
companies;

•  Reduce government expenses by increasing 
governmental effi ciency. 

•  When our state is fl ush with money, we 
should establish a “rainy day” account to 
mitigate defi cits. 

•  Boost economic activity. One area, for 
example, is the clean, green energy sector.

Bridge the defi cit without further 
cuts to education or to those who 
are most vulnerable.

•  We need to generate revenue by eliminating 
tax loopholes, raising fees, collecting the 
estimated $6.5 billion in corporate and 
personal income taxes that go unpaid and 
uncollected every year, and securing the 
additional $2 billion in sales and use taxes 
that currently go uncollected. 

•  Consider a severance tax on oil extracted in 
California that could generate an additional 
$1.2 billion in yearly revenue for the state.

First, I support changing the budget 
approval threshold from two-thirds 
to a lower percentage — 55 or even a 60 
percent threshold  to get a budget complete.

•  I propose a special fi ve year assessment of 10 
percent on all income earned over $250,000 
per person ($500,000 per couple).

•  I do not support reinstating a high car 
registration tax.

•  Establish local committees to increase 
communication between the state 
and our cities. Each group will be held 
accountable for progress and effi ciency. 

•  Rein in spending via budget control 
boards. The board will be able to check 
spending so that we do not overspend 
and overbudget.

 •  Establish a rainy day fund; theoretically, 
with effi cient planning, a rainy day fund 
would not be needed. But in times of 
fi scal emergencies could prevent us from 
exacerbating the problem.

 •  Expand on Senate Bill 1660 — to draw 
math and science teachers to low-performing 
districts — to include all teachers who choose 
to work in such schools.

 •  Ensure that Prop. 98 sets a minimum, not 
maximum, for school spending.

 •  Offer online classes in each discipline for 
grades seven through 12.

 •  Make career and technical classes a 
graduation requirement to lower absenteeism 
and help the next generation of workers feel 
more secure in the global economy.

 •  Establish a system to monitor spending to 
ensure that taxpayers’ money is used properly.

We need to fully fund education. 
Proposition 98 should be the fl oor for 
funding, not the ceiling. Additionally, we 
need to close the education achievement gap. I 
will work to close the gap by: 

 •  Fostering public/private partnerships that 
will fully fund quality online resources on the 
High Speed Network 

 •   Expanding prekindergarten programs. 

 •   Connecting our schools with educational 
organizations, local government agencies, 
parent groups, and businesses. 

  •  Providing local schools the funding that 
best meets their students’ needs.

Strengthen school site councils. 
These relatively low-profi le groups are 
underused in most districts. We must also 
expand language, science and math training.

It’s unacceptable that test scores from Latino 
and African-American students consistently 
show a wide achievement gap. One small 
solution I would propose is to pressure 
media groups like Univision and Telemundo 
to step up and provide a massive public 
outreach campaign to change priorities about 
homework, tutoring and year-round studying. 

Education is the best investment we can make 
for the future of California. I am a strong 
advocate for quality funding and appropriate 
oversight for our schools. I believe smaller 
classrooms, diverse curriculum, and more 
support for faculty are fundamental. 

Schools are often judged by the preparedness 
of our students entering the workforce. In 
Silicon Valley, this can be best accomplished 
through vocational programs that enable 
students to work directly with our companies 
and industry experts. 

Yes, I support universal health care 
for all Californians. I would:

•  Expand the system of affordable, 
community-based health clinics to provide 
immunizations, preventive care, pregnancy 
tests and other services. This approach saves 
time and money by relieving the strain on 
doctors’ offi ces and emergency rooms. It 
would be part of the universal health care 
reform package.

•  Make dental and other oral care a part of all 
health coverage.

•  Prevent insurers from dropping patients with 

pre-existing conditions.

Yes. With the number of uninsured now 
reaching 6.5 million residents, and with most 
of the newly insured from middle-income 
families, I support SB 840, the single payer 
health care legislation that would provide 
Californians with quality, affordable healthcare 
regardless of employment.

SB 840 would provide fi scally sound, universal 
health care and control health cost infl ation, 
achieving overall savings of more than $29 
billion, most of which would be used to cover 
the uninsured and provide fi nancial savings to 
employers and families, while actually reducing 
total health spending for California by about $8 
billion in the fi rst year alone. 

I support a universal health care system 
and I will vote for whatever version of Sheila 
Kuehl’s bill (SB-840) makes it to the Legislature 
next term.

However, I also will vote for reasonable 
health care bills that don’t quite get to the 
“universal” standard. If we keep splitting our 
votes between the good, the better and the 
best, we’re not going to make progress. We’re 
dealing with people’s lives here and it’s time to 
get something passed to expand health care 
coverage and get it signed into law.

I do support universal health care. 
I believe that affordable, quality healthcare is 
a basic human right, and that it is the job of 
representatives in Sacramento to make sure 
every person in our state has access to the basic 
human need of medical attention.

Currently, many Californians are only one 
accident away from fi nancial ruin for the rest 
of their lives. 

Universal coverage for California would 
consolidate a lot of wasteful spending and grant 
all Californians access to a basic human right.

By reducing fuel consumption, we will reduce 
California’s main sources of transportation 
funding — the gas tax and the sales tax 
on gasoline. To curtail greenhouse 
gas emissions and reduce the state’s 
infrastructure needs, we must change 
how we fund transportation. For example, 
I would propose that we:

•  Signifi cantly raise the gas tax.

•  Adopt distance-based fees based on vehicle 
fuel effi ciency and distance traveled.

•  Enact congestion pricing by raising tolls 
during peak commute hours.

•  Enact “feebates” to increase the manufacture 
and purchase of cleaner vehicles.

I support regulations and legislation that would:

•  Increase funding for public 
transportation, such as requiring 
spillover monies be spent on the 
purpose they were intended for 
such as public transit.

•  Equalize funding for highways and clean 
public transportation projects.

•  Promote and support planning at the 
regional and statewide level that combines 
transportation and land use planning that 
employs smart growth methods.

•  We need incentives to locate housing 
developments closer to where people 
work, shop, and go to school.

Our fi rst statewide priority must 
be highway maintenance and 
infrastructure investment. 

•  I support providing incentives for transit-
oriented development that will encourage 
cities to build housing along transit lines.

•  I support encouraging local governments 
to invest in quality local transit systems 
that actually will get people out of their 
cars on a daily basis.

•  I support a high-speed rail Line, but we 
cannot allow our current state highways 
to deteriorate. The best way to solve the 
transportation concerns is to provide viable 
options that reduce commute distances.

The goal is to properly align the benefi ts 
of a transportation system with the costs. 
Reducing time of travel, encouraging economic 
growth, and improving security are benefi ts, 
but damaging the environment and operating 
and maintaining the systems are costs.

Decisions should be made where benefi ts 
and costs are equally distributed to all users 
and citizens.

Our electoral system must be reformed. 
I support establishing a citizens’ commission 
to take redistricting out of politicians’ 
hands and create more competitive and 
representative legislative districts.

Gerrymandering is antidemocratic. We need 
to create a system where offi ceholders are 
held accountable at the ballot box. 

I also support creating a system of public 
fi nancing, similar to the one used in Arizona.

I don’t believe that the state’s 
electoral system is gerrymandered 
beyond recognition. However, I support 
turning redistricting over to an independent 
commission.

While all boundaries are not totally 
beyond recognition, I do agree it’s a mess. 
I support adopting very clear guidelines that take 
some fl exibility out of the legislature’s hands.

I support a clear one-week notice period 
before any map can be adopted. And, I 
support a clear cutoff date after which the 
Legislature would forfeit its right to consider 
further boundary changes.

I would give the Legislature the power to 
draw boundary lines  —  but with public and 
journalistic scrutiny prior to adoption. And, I 
would keep midsize and small city boundaries as 
a key criterion for determining district edges.

There is no question that our 
state’s electoral system has been 
gerrymandered. The diffi culty is fi nding a 
healthy medium in which both sides agree.

Gerrymandering is illegal, and the next best 
shot to change it partially is 2010, when the 
next U.S. census is calculated and distributed. 
Ideally, we would be able to fi nd a non-biased 
way of districting in which party denomination, 
race, or ethnicity do not play a role.

State Assembly candidates’ position Q&A
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Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

By Renee Batti

When I sit down in a res-
taurant and am handed 
a menu with a long list 

of entrees, I get nervous. 
 There have been some notable 
exceptions, but so often I find that 
a restaurant that offers more than 
a dozen or so main entrees on the 
regular menu executes none of 
them exceptionally well. In some 
cases none of the dishes even rises 
above mediocrity. 
 A short menu, on the other hand, 
offers more hope that the chef has 
mastered each of the dishes, nar-
rowing his or her focus to securing 
the perfect ingredients and prepar-
ing food to be proud of. 
 Brunello Ristorante Italiano, 
the new downtown Menlo Park 

restaurant, appears to be living up 
to that hope. There’s a short list of 
antipasti, a short list of soups and 
salads, a short “primi” list of pas-
tas, and a six-item list of “secondi” 
entrees on the regular menu. And 
judging from recent dining experi-
ences there, chef Gabriele Astoria 
takes much pride in the meals he 
serves Brunello patrons. 
 Chef Astoria, who hails from 
Naples, follows the principles of 
Italian cooking that I find the 
most appealing: Use the best, 
freshest ingredients possible, and 
prepare the food simply, but with 
a finesse that allows those ingre-
dients to shine. 
 An example is his preparation of 
a traditional Italian dish that I’ve 
always considered simplicity itself: 
minestrone. The broth is delicate 

but savory, the vegetables seem-
ingly fresh-picked and cooked al 
dente. Minestrone can so often 
taste and look like a dreadful 
mush of whatever old vegetables 
a restaurant might have on hand 
at the time. Mr. Astoria’s brightly 
flavored minestrone just might be 
the best I’ve ever had. 
 Brunello opened in late Septem-
ber in the space at 651-H Maloney 
Lane, near Oak Grove Avenue, 
formerly occupied by Trattoria 
Buon Gusto. The attractively 
renovated restaurant is small, cozy 
and inviting. Its walls blush with 
pale, warm color and, along the 
walls, bench seats are upholstered 
in a patterned fabric that can 
make you feel as if you’re sitting in 

The short list
BRUNELLO IN MENLO PARK EARNS HIGH MARKS FOR FOOD, AMBIENCE, SERVICE

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

VERONICA WEBER

The Caprino con vegetali grisliati appetizer at Brunello Ristorante Italiano.

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

Bar 650.961.1992
C A L L  F O R  P A R T I E S

Office 650.961.9104
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
Page

Watch Watch 
NBA PLAYOFFSNBA PLAYOFFS  

on HD on HD 
LargeLarge

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

Baseball Season Has Begun!

✦ ✦ ✦

Daily Lunch Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

FULL SAND 
VOLLEYBALL COURT

ScreenTV's!ScreenTV's!

$3 HAPPY HOUR
* GUINNESS

* LONG HAMMER IPA

* STELLA ARTOIS

* INDIAN PALE ALE

* HEFEWEIZEN

Thursday 

Salsa Lessons 

with DJ El dela Clave

650-968-8879
1477 Plymouth St. Suite D, 

Mountain View

Open Monday-Saturday
 11:00am–2:00am 
(Closed Sundays)

Dine • Dance • Entertainment

Authentic Chinese Food

* STELLA A

* INDIAN PA

* HEFEWE

650-968-
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(Closed Sun

1477

Ope
1

Dine • Dance • Entertainment
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THEATRES
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101
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. 
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1477 Plymouth St. Suite A, 
Mountain View, 650.967.9279
Open Monday – Saturday
Closed Sunday

30% OFF
S U S H I , R O L L S 
&  S A S H I M I

C a t e r i n g Av a i lab l e  •  C a l l  t o  P r e - O r de r

H O N  S U S H IH O N  S U S H I
G R A N D  O P E N I N G

...NEAR...
CENTURY 16

T HEAT R E S

Your local neighborhood Tavern and Family Restaurant
(not valid for takeout, please)

Corner of State & 4th Streets • 650-917-8777
Downtown Los Altos

www.maltbys.com

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Dinner 5:30-9:30pm
Entrées $17.95-$29.95

Ph: 650-964-3321
French Restaurant since 1989

1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

Escargot in traditional
 garlic butter $8.95

Fresh Jumbo Scallops in a fondue sauce

$22.95
Complimentary Grand Marnier

 cheesecake with this entree

  See BRUNELLO, page 20



a Gustav Klimt painting. 
 On a recent cold evening, I 
ordered the zuppa di pesce ($18.95), 
served in a huge bowl full of a light 
tomato broth, clams, mussels, 
scallops and 
a small filet 
of salmon, 
with a small 
portion of 
ver m ice l l i 
noodles in 
one side of 
the bowl. It 
was fragrant 
and deli-
cious. 
 My dining 
companion 
was equally 
happy with 
his entree, 
pork cutlets 
in a gorgon-
zola sauce, which he ordered from 
the specials menu. The meat was 
tender and the cheese sauce flavor-
ful, but mild enough not to over-
whelm the meat. 
 We started with caprino con 
vegetali grigliati ($7.95), an appe-
tizer of grilled vegetables layered 
with warm goat cheese and served 
with a basil coulis. 

 We also split a Cesar salad 
($6.95), which our waiter asked the 
kitchen to plate separately for us. 
 Both appetizer and salad were 
excellent. 
 The creme brulee ($6.50) we split 
for dessert was creamy in texture 
and a fitting end to a terrific meal. 
 I talked up the fish soup so 
much my friend decided to order 

it when we went 
to Brunello for 
lunch soon after. 
On the lunch 
menu, the cost 
is slightly less, 
and the entree 
comes with a 
salad. 
 My lunch com-
panion liked her 
zuppa di pesce, 
and thought the 
broth was well-
flavored with 
the essence of 
the fish, but 
she would have 
preferred a fish 

other than salmon. Also, she noted 
that the dish was a bit difficult to 
eat because of the vermicelli in 
the soup. “I would not want to eat 
... this on a first date or a business 
meal,” she warns. 
 She also praised the green salad, 
which she found fresh, with just the 

Weekend
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790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

afghan
Paradise Afghan/Persian Kabobs
604 S. Mary Avenue
(at El Camino Real)
Sunnyvale 408/733-5262
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.paradiseafganpersiankabobs.com

american

Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

Marie Callendar's
4710 El Camino Real 
(just south of San Antonio) 
650/941-6989

Sports Page
1431 Plymouth Street 
(exit at Shoreline off 101)
Mtn. View. 650/961-1992

chinese
Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, Los 
Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

french
Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican
Celia's Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto. 650/843-0643
1850 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. 650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

pizza
Kapp's Pizza Bar & Grill
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View, 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

tex-mex
El Paso Cafe
1407 El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

ice cream
Gelato Classico
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View. 650/969-2900

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Britt Callaway at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

Grand Opening

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations 
 Credit Cards 
 Alcohol 
 Takeout 
 Highchairs 
 Banquet 
 Catering 
 Outdoor Seating 
 Noise Level low

 Bathroom Cleanliness good

 Parking lot

Brunello Ristorante Italiano
651-H Maloney Lane
Menlo Park
(650) 328-2778

Hours:
Lunch: Tuesday through Friday, 
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Dinner: Tuesday through 
Sunday, 5 to 10 p.m. 
Closed Monday.

Our dinner waiter, 
after finding out 

what type of wine we 
prefer, steered us to 

an excellent southern 
Italian red that was one 

of the least expensive 
on the menu.  

BRUNELLO
  Continued from page 19
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right amount of oil and balsamic 
dressing. 
 The ravioli I ordered ($13.95) 
were cooked al dente (a rare and 
welcome event) and were lightly 
dressed with a delicate cherry 
tomato and garlic sauce - a simple 
but satisfying meal. 
 On two other lunch occasions, 
I tried the panini, sandwiches 
made with focaccia-style bread. 
The panino with prosciutto, fresh 
mozzarella, tomato and olive oil 
was the standout, with the rich 
olive oil a lovely complement to the 
rosemary focaccia. 
 The panino alla Milanese was 
also very good, but it was served 
on thicker, crustier bread, and was 
a bit difficult to eat. The Milanese 
includes breaded chicken, sliced 
tomato, lettuce and a tasty, creamy 
tomato-based sauce. 
 A friend was very happy with 
her chicken panino on rosemary 
focaccia, which included tomato, 
lettuce and aioli. 
 We also found the soup of the 
day, a pureed garbanzo bean con-
coction, a true delight. 
 All panini on the menu are 

$8.95, except for the vegetarian, 
which is $7.95. 
 Brunello changes its dinnertime 
specials menu every seven to 10 
days, according to Fusae Yoshioka-
Castelluccio, the gracious manager 
who greets customers every day. 
The specials menu typically fea-
tures five entrees. A recent specials 
menu offered a range of entrees 
from sea bass in a caper, olive and 
light tomato sauce ($21.95), to 
rack of lamb in rosemary sauce 
($19.95), to rigatoni alla amatrici-
ana, pasta with bacon, onion and 
tomato sauce ($16.95). 
 Desserts, which include tiramisu, 
panna cotta and other house-made 
choices, cost between $6.50 and 
$6.95, Yoshioka-Castelluccio said. 
 The restaurant features Italian 
wines from various regions, as well 

as California wines. 
 In addition to fine, satisfying 
food, Brunello offers super service, 
with waiters who are attentive, 
helpful and accommodating. 
 Our dinner waiter, after finding 
out what type of wine we prefer, 
steered us to an excellent southern 
Italian red that was one of the least 
expensive on the menu. 
 And when, after lunch, I asked if 
I could have the chocolate truffle 
gelato in my affogato (a scoop of 
gelato “drowned” in a shot of 
espresso) instead of the vanilla 
listed on the menu, the waiter 
didn’t hesitate to ask the manager 
(who didn’t hesitate to say “si, si”). 
These folks aim to please, and they 
succeed — with panache.   V
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Mediterranean 
Grill House

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990   Fax: 650.625.9991

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or 
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised, 

corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

Grand Opening

New Saffron
North & South Indian Restaurant & Bar

2700 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040

650.948.0123  Fax 650.948.0125

35 to 40 
item 
Lunch 
Buffet 

everyday

FREE DINNER 
Buy 1 dinner entree & receive  

2nd entree  of equal or lesser value 
FREE 

Must present coupon, limit 2 coupons per table
Expires 5/15/08     Not valid on FRI or SAT

FREE 
Delivery 

on  
orders  

of $10000  
or more

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

VERONICA WEBER

The chefs at Brunello Ristorante Italiano prepare dinner entrees in the small kitchen.

  Continued from previous page
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BABY MAMA (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Century 12: 2, 4:30, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m.  

BEFORE THE RAINS (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Guild: 1:45, 4:30, 7 & 9:40 p.m.  

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE CASPIAN (PG) 
(NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 12:20, 2:20, 3:35, 5:55, 
6:50, 9:10 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 12:10, 1:10, 2:25, 4:20, 
5:35, 6:20, 7:30, 9:05 & 10:35 p.m. 

THE COUNTERFEITERS (R) ✭✭✭1/2 
Century 20: Noon, 4:45 & 9:35 p.m.  

DR. SEUSS’ HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) ✭✭✭ 
Century 12: 1:20, 3:40, 7:10 & 9:30 p.m. 

THE FALL (R) ✭✭ Aquarius: 1, 3:45, 7 & 9:40 p.m.  
THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 12: 

3:55 & 10:15 p.m. 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (R) (NOT REVIEWED) 

Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 2:20, 5:05, 7:55 & 10:30 p.m. 
HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM GUANTANAMO 

BAY (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 12: 1, 4:20, 7:30 & 10:20 p.m. 

HOW THE GARCIA GIRLS SPENT THEIR SUMMER (R) ✭✭ 
Century 12: 12:50 & 7:15 p.m. 

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL 
SKULL (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 11 & 11:30 a.m.; 12:10, 12:50, 
2, 2:35, 3:10, 3:55, 4:30, 5:10, 5:40, 6:15, 7:05, 7:35, 8:05, 8:40, 9:15, 10 
& 10:30 p.m. Fri.-Sat. & Mon.-Tue. also at 1:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:05 & 
11:35 a.m.; 12:15, 1, 1:35, 2, 2:35, 3:25, 4:10, 4:40, 5:10, 5:45, 6:30, 7:05, 
7:50, 8:20, 8:55, 9:40 & 10:20 p.m. 

IRON MAN (PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 1:15, 2:15, 
4:20, 5:15, 7:15, 8:15 & 10:10 p.m. Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 1:20, 2:15, 
3:20, 4:15, 5:15, 7:10, 8:15, 9:35 & 10:15 p.m. 

MADE OF HONOR (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 
1:10 & 7:10 P.M. Century 12: 2:15, 4:45, 7:35 & 10:05 p.m.  

MISS PETTIGREW LIVES FOR A DAY (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Cen-
tury 20: 2:30 & 7:10 p.m.  

NIM’S ISLAND (PG) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 12: 1:30, 3:50, 
7:20 & 9:40 p.m.  

REDBELT (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 12: 3:30 & 9:45 p.m.  

RESERVOIR DOGS (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: Fri. at 10 p.m. 

ROMAN DE GARE (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Aquarius: 1:30, 7 & 
9:40 p.m. Fri.-Mon. also at 4 p.m. 

SEX AND THE CITY (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:15 
a.m.; noon, 12:30, 1:25, 2:30, 3:15, 3:45, 4:40, 5:45, 6:30, 7, 8, 9, 9:45 & 
10:15 p.m. Century 20: 11:10 & 11:45 a.m.; 12:45, 1:30, 2:20, 3, 4, 4:45, 
5:30, 6:15, 7:15, 8, 8:45, 9:30 & 10:30 p.m. 

SIN CITY (NOT RATED) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Century 16: Sat. at 10 p.m.  

SMART PEOPLE (R) ✭✭ Century 12: 1:10 & 7:25 p.m. 

SON OF RAMBOW (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 12: 
12:35 & 7:05 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:30, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m.  

SPEED RACER (PG) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 3:40. Sun.-Tue. also at 9:40 
p.m. Century 12: 12:40, 1:50, 3:45, 5, 7, 8:40 & 10:10 p.m.  

THE STRANGERS (R) SNEAK PREVIEW Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 
1:35, 3:50, 6, 8:10 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 12:30, 1:40, 3, 4, 5:20, 6:15, 
7:40, 9 & 10 p.m.  

UNDER THE SAME MOON (LA MISMA LUNA) (NOT RATED) 
✭✭✭1/2 Century 12: 3:10 & 9:50 p.m.  

THE VISITOR (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 20: 11:55 a.m.; 
2:25, 4:55, 7:30 & 10:05 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:40, 4:20, 7 & 9:30 p.m.  

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 
12:25, 3, 5:25, 7:55 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 12:40, 2, 3:05, 
4:30, 5:35, 6:55, 8, 9:25 & 10:25 p.m. 

YOUNG AT HEART (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 20: 
11:20 a.m.; 1:55, 4:35, 7:15 & 9:50 p.m. 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (369-3456)

 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities  
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.
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HOW THE GARCIA GIRLS 
SPENT THEIR SUMMER ✭✭
(Aquarius, Century 12) It’s a long, hot sum-
mer in one of those small towns where 
everyone knows everything. What makes 
Georgina Garcia Riedel’s feature debut 
unique is her focus on three generations of 
Mexican-American women. Their interac-
tion rings true, primarily because of the 
warmth exuded by America Ferrera and 
the easygoing relationship established with 
Lucy Gallardo, who plays her 70-year-old 
widowed grandmother. Providing a cyni-
cal counterpoint, the always-impressive 
Elizabeth Pena convincingly portrays the 
divorced Garcia “girl” sandwiched between 
her sweet-natured teenage daughter and 
newly adventuresome mother — all on 
the verge of sexual awakening. The perfor-
mances are remarkable given that Riedel’s 
script languishes along, as slow-paced and 
directionless as its characters. Eventually 
scenes slip into a predictable rhythm. At 
best, the drama is in low gear. “How the 
Garcia Girls Spent Their Summer” made 
the film festival rounds in 2005. The three-
year wait may not be worth it. Rated: R 
for sexual content and some language. In 
English and Spanish with English subtitles. 
2 hours. 8 minutes. — S.T.

INDIANA JONES AND 
THE KINGDOM OF THE 
CRYSTAL SKULL ✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Harrison Ford 
reprises his role of the derring-do professor 
of archeology with wry panache, kicking it 
off circa 1957 with a dazzling escape from 
a group of Russian Communist soldiers 
searching for an ancient artifact that may 
hold the key to mysterious intelligence of 
the great beyond. Indy — man of nine 
lives — eludes the grasp of assailants and 
hails of bullets with effortless aw-shucks 
ease. But his quest comes with a price, as 
his nemesis will not be thwarted, and he is 
a she. Rapier-wielding Russian agent Irina 
Spalko (Cate Blanchett) is a whip-smart 
dominatrix with an unquenchable thirst for 
global control. While a cast of thousands 
(or so it appears) frantically and futilely 
searches for a mythical crystal skull strug-
gles to untangle twisted riddles in dead 
languages, Indy makes the acquaintance 
of biker-boy Mutt Williams (Shia LaBeouf), 
an insolent punk dispatched by his mother 
to enlist Indy’s help in rescuing loony-tunes 
colleague Professor Oxley (John Hurt). From 
then on it’s stock buddy exploits mired in 
a virtual fun house of special effects and 
classic clichÈs. Rated: PG-13 for violence 
and frightening images. 2 hours, 2 min-
utes. — J.A.

MISS PETTIGREW 
LIVES FOR A DAY ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 20) Guinevere Pet-
tigrew (Frances McDormand) is a as a 
governess: scalding the porridge, losing 
her young charges in local parks, etc. The 
nanny service refuses to recommend her, 
so as a last resort Miss Pettigrew presents 
herself at the doorway of Delysia Lafosse 
(the enchanting Amy Adams). Delysia isn’t 
looking for a nanny, per se, and there’s not 
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12 Years 
in a Row

800 California Street  #100 (x Street Castro)  •  650.960.3802

I N D I A N  R E S T A U R A N T  &  B A R

Sunday  –  Appetizers  –  1/2 OFF

Monday  –  Margaritas  –  1/2 OMonday  –  Margaritas  –  1/2 OFF

Tuesday  –  Beers  –  1/2 OTuesday  –  Beers  –  1/2 OFF

Wednesday  –  Wines  –  1/2 OWednesday  –  Wines  –  1/2 OFF

Thursday  –  Cocktails  –  1/2 OThursday  –  Cocktails  –  1/2 OFF

Sunday – Appetizers – 1/2 OSunday – Appetizers – 1/2 OFFFF

Spring Fever NightsSpring Fever Nights

Sat

Fri

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

PREPARED TABLESIDE
 Unique Flambé Entreés
 Spinach & Caesar Salads
 Cherries Jubilee

 

Tues-Thurs: Yelena on Grand Piano
Fri: 6pm–9:30pm Tibor & Yelena 
strolling Gypsy Violin

Sat: Kaye Devrie & Friends

1st Sat of the month - Opera, 
Broadway & Italian Love songs

2nd Sat of the month - Smooth 
Contemporary vocals

3rd Sat of the month - 
Instrumental Trio with 
Dancing

4th Sat of the month - 
Jazz and Standards

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale
Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

PRIME RIB & SEAFOOD

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

 ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Offer expires 6/20/08 MVV
Offer expires 6/20/08 MVV

Now Open 
7 days a week!



S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth,  T.H.-Tyler Hanley
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BMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com
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a rugrat in sight. Instead the flighty ingenue 
is casting about for a proper social secretary 
to make sense of her agenda. Miss Pet-
tigrew to the rescue! As Delysia flutters 
through things Cinderella-style, Pettigrew 
deftly cuts a swath through her jumbled 
social clutter. Pettigrew also endures an 
unexpected makeover while choreograph-
ing the hazards of Delysia’s romantic roun-
delay. The farce frays a bit at the edges as 
it telegraphs unmistakable idealisms, a tidy 
set-to of boy-meets-girl and girl-reserves-
the-right-to-equivocate. A spare little trifle, 
clean and sweet. Rated: PG-13 for some 
nudity, language and mature themes. 1 
hour, 32 minutes. — J.A.

SPEED RACER ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Speed Racer 
(Emile Hirsch of “Into the Wild”) has 
become the wunderkind of the auto-racing 
world. But the loss of his brother Rex in a 
tragic crash still permeates the Racer family. 
Although Speed’s parents, Mom (Susan 
Sarandon) and Pops (John Goodman), 
continue to support his full-throttle fervor, 
Speed himself always seems to be chas-
ing the ghost of his buried brother. When 
revelations surface that most races are 
fixed and a greedy megalomaniac named 
Royalton (Roger Allam) essentially controls 
the sport, Speed teams with the mysterious 
Racer X (Matthew Fox) to bring a sense 
of honor back to racing. With the help of 
his devoted girlfriend (Christina Ricci), his 
younger brother (Paulie Litt) and the fam-
ily’s pet chimpanzee, Speed strives to win 
a dangerous cross-country rally called The 
Crucible and prove not all drivers can be 
bought. Fans of the show and families in 
need of an enjoyable excursion should race 
to the theater without haste. All others can 
drop into first gear and wait for “Speed” to 
pull into Netflix. Rated: PG for sequences 
of action, some violence and language. 2 
hours, 15 minutes. — T.H. 

WHAT HAPPENS 
IN VEGAS ✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) What happens in 
Vegas stays in Vegas, or so the story goes. 
Joy McNally (Cameron Diaz) and Jack Fuller 
(Ashton Kutcher) are on the fast track to 
destiny: Joy a commodities trader whose 
fiance has said sayonara to her anal ways, 
and Jack fired by his own dad for being too 
much the life of the party. The two New 
Yorkers head to Vegas to blow off some 
steam and, after a fateful meeting and a 
crazy hazy night of feeling no pain, find 
themselves legally hitched Vegas-style. 
A simple annulment should take care of 
things, but there’s a little glitch in the form 
of a tidy $3 million Jack — and Joy — win 
at the slots shortly before they part ways. 
Can you say “community property”? 
Naturally the pair can’t agree on the money 
so the court makes the decision for them: 
prove they can make their impromptu mar-
riage work the old-school way or sacrifice 
the multi-million-dollar bonanza to the legal 
system. Okay, it’s a throwaway but a pretty 
painless one. Rated: PG-13 for language 
and sexual situations. 1 hour, 38 minutes. 
— J.A. 
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We are Proud to Endorse 
Democrat Dominic Caserta 

■ California Teachers Association

■ Mountain View Firefighters, Local 1965

■ California Nurses Association

■ California Professional Firefighters

■ California Labor Federation

■ Mountain View Police Officers Association

■ Peace Officers Research Association of California

  A BRIGHT AND INNOVATIVE APPROACH

“Dominic Caserta brings a mix of experience and 

innovative problem solving to unite opposing interests 

for the common good. His refreshing approach 

makes him the best Democrat in the race.”

Mayor R. Michael Kasperzak (Ret.), City of Mountain View

  TAKING A TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE TO THE CAPITOL

“We need a strong fighter for education funding, and 

Dominic Caserta’s energy and classroom experience 

fit the bill perfectly.”

Board Member Joan MacDonald (Ret.)
Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District

  MAKING CALIFORNIA THE CLEANEST, GREENEST STATE

“Dominic Caserta’s innovative approach to promoting 

alternative energy and green technology makes him 

a great choice for the State Assembly.”

Supervisor Liz Kniss, Santa Clara County

  FIGHTING FOR AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE

“Dominic will fight for comprehensive, universal 

health care – one reason he’s the only Democrat 

endorsed by the California Nurses Association.”

Mayor Ralph Faravelli (Ret.), City of Mountain View

  KEEPING OUR HOMES AND FAMILIES SAFE

“It’s no mystery why Dominic Caserta is supported 

by every public safety organization in Santa Clara 

County:  He understands what it takes to protect our 

neighborhoods and keep families safe.”

Ken Leal, President, Mountain View Police Officers Assoc.

My name is Dominic Caserta and I teach high school civics,   

 history and economics. I’m also serving my second term as 

a City Council Member in Santa Clara.

 For five generations, my family has lived in the Santa Clara 

Valley. We’ve seen our region grow from an agricultural economy 

to a community that has revolutionized the world through 

innovative and inventive thinking. 

 I am a progressive Democrat running for State Assembly 

because I believe that by bringing the same environment of fresh 

ideas and creative solutions to the Capitol, we can start solving 

the problems facing our state.

 Our core Democratic values – fairness, tolerance, respect – are 

qualities I live by and embrace both in the classroom and as an 

elected public official. 

 I am excited at the prospect of giving Mountain View a fresh 

voice in Sacramento. I would be grateful for your vote on June 3.

A Fresh Voice for 
         Mountain View 

Dominic Caserta

D o m inic C a serta
for

Help Us Elect Dominic!
(408) 748-1890

DominicForCalifornia.com 


