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Wake up call
Pear Avenue Theatre 
tackles Iraq war in 
‘Homeland Prayer’
A&E | P.22

Local teens run soccer camp for at-risk youth 
— with a little help from Silicon Valley

By Casey Weiss

As the time neared one o’clock, 
dozens of elementary and middle 
school students — all wearing their 

green and blue camp shirts — leapt off a 
school bus and ran onto the fields at Bubb 
Elementary School. 
 The enthusiastic kids were taking part 
in “Kick, Lead and Dream,” a free soccer 
camp for underprivileged youths. Now in 
its second year, the camp has more than 
tripled in size, and now the coaches — 
most of whom are local high school ath-
letes with a strong social conscience — are 
turning to Silicon Valley companies to help 
fund the two-week program.
 The program pairs over 100 mostly 
Latino campers with 20 coaches to work on 
soccer and leadership skills. This year the 
campers and coaches took over the soccer 
fields for two weeks in late June and early 
July. The coaches arrived in the morning 
to plan the day, which normally included 
drills, the occasional water fight and visits 

from inspirational speakers.
 Akash Nigam, a camp founder who plays 
for Mountain View High School’s varsity 
soccer team, came up with the idea for the 
camp over two years ago while trying to 
combine his two 
passions: commu-
nity service and 
soccer. Several of 
his soccer buddies 
joined in last year 
to start the camp, 
and with the help 
of Nigam’s dad, an 
entrepreneur, the 
students assem-
bled the two-week 
camp for about 30 
students. 
 “When I got 
money for my 
birthday, I would 
usually give it to 
my grandma in 
India, and she 

would hand it out to the poor,” Nigam 
said. This time, “I wanted to do work for 
my own community.”
 
 

DARLENE BOUCHARD 

Marco Garcia, 33, plays goalie as the kids try to score. 

DARLENE BOUCHARD 

Math coach Colleen Purcell, 17, helps Jacob Quevedo, 9, learn the 
order of operations in a math problem. 

  See SOCCER, page 13

Zone 
wars

By Daniel DeBolt

Old Middlefield Way may 
only be four blocks long, 
but it is likely to be a 

source of great contention during 
the city’s general plan update.
 At least 55 property owners on 
Old Middlefield Way are demand-
ing land use reform. The street’s 
zoning ordinance is too restric-
tive, the property owners say, and 
vacancy rates are higher than ever. 
 They submitted a petition to the 
City Council outlining proposed 
changes on June 24. But city offi-

  See ZONE, page 8

Reform in 
the air for 
VTA board

By Daniel DeBolt

The Valley Transportation 
Authority, which runs the 
county’s bus and light rail 

systems — and which has ambi-
tious plans for bringing BART to 
San Jose — has long been criti-
cized for the way its board favors 
San Jose over the county’s smaller 
cities. Next month, in response to 
these criticisms, cities are being 
asked to support a new proposal 
which would reform the way the 
board is organized. 
 Meanwhile, state Assembly mem-
ber Sally Lieber has commissioned 
a state audit which is due out at 

  See VTA, page 14

PROPERTY OWNERS ON 
OLD MIDDLEFIELD REVIVE 
OFFICE SPACE CONFLICT
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a p r . c o m

R ED EF I N I NG  QUA L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
R e a d in g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l in e  m a ke s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f in d in g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  |   LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

SANTA CLARA  ■  Great home in lovely condi-
tion, ready for new owner! 4bd/3ba with large 
family room, formal dining room, + eat-in 
kitchen. Private MBR. Nice yard. $729,000

Shirley Bailey

CUPERTINO ■ 2bd/2.5ba town home w/ formal 
tile entry, large kitchen, step-down living room 
and wood burning fireplace. Separate dining 
room overlooks living room.  $735,000

Cheryl Okuno

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Beautifully remodeled 
3bd/2ba home located in a desirable neighbor-
hood. Large remodeled kitchen, + an expanded 
LR. Los Altos schools. $1,129,000

Patrice Horvath

Mary Marley

SARATOGA ■ Peaceful retreat on 3.2+/- acres. 
5bd/3.5ba home featuring an open floor plan 
+ soaring ceilings. Gourmet kitchen, spacious 
family room + formal LR and DR.  $2,200,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Luxury townhome, 
2000+ sf. Custom touches + high-end builder 
upgrades. 3bd/3.5ba includes 2 master suites. 
2-car garage. Close to downtown. $928,000

Ryan GowdyJudy Staton & Ray Schuster

SUNNYVALE ■ Completely remodeled 3 bed-
room, 2 bath home with hardwood floors 
+ granite kitchen. Cul-de-sac location. Cherry 
Chase schools. 9120+/- sf lot. $968,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Sophisticated Parc 
Crossings condo. 1bd/1ba + bonus room. Quiet, 
3rd floor end-unit location. View of courtyard 
from deck. Los Altos schools.  $450,000

Helen & Ki Nyborg

MENLO PARK  ■  Charming 3 bedroom, 2 
bath home with family room + guest quarters.  
Convenient location near downtown Palo Alto.
 $1,245,000

Lori Nelson

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Downtown Mountain 
View charmer! 2bd/1ba home + guest cottage 
with bath. Perfect yard for entertaining. Close 
to Castro Street. $889,000

Tori Atwell
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Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Kelsey Mesher.

“ Big Sur was — but as 
everyone knows it’s been 
terribly destroyed. I hope 
amidst all that horror the 
Henry Miller museum 
didn’t get destroyed.”

  Richard Oxman and Marcel, 
  Los Gatos

“ Monterey or Santa Cruz. I surf. 
I like the people, the energy — 
everybody’s trying to preserve 
and conserve.”

  Roman Izrallov, Sunnyvale

“ Sea Ranch. It’s next to the beach, 
just a quiet spot.” 

  Emily Nitzberg, Mountain View

“ Monterey. It’s close enough to 
home and it’s a small little town. 
And there’s fish.”

  Jim Garcia, Santa Clara

“ The tidepools at the Fitzgerald 
Marine Reserve. I love looking at 
all the sea stars, sea urchins, and 
especially the anemones.”

  Anita Brown, Sunnyvale

What is your favorite 
local vacation getaway?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

FREE
EXAM

NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INCLUDES EXAM & X-RAYS!

Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply. 

Offer Good for 60 Days.

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
A $99.00 VALUE!

FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam, 
X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Are you past due for your check-up and cleaning?

w w w. S m i l e s D e n t a l . c o m

· Service – At smiles dental, we believe 
in treating our patients to the best of 
dentistry and technology with fi rst class 
personal service. 

· Passionate – Our skilled team is 
passionate about helping our patients 
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

· Smiles – Our offi ce is equipped 
with the latest technology to help you 
achieve the mile you deserve. 

Dr. William Hall & Dr. Peri Eilers

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View 

(Corner of El Camino and Calderon)
650.964.2626

For more information or to pre-register for the workshop call (650) 230-2900  ■  Fee is just $20 per household 
with pre-registration, or $25 at the door   ■  No credit cards accepted  ■  Refreshments will be provided

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it’s your home.®

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

1954 Old Middlefield Way   Mountain View, CA 94043

Topics will include:

Harrell Remodeling is an award-winning Design + Build firm on the Peninsula 
known nationally for creating extraordinary homes that reflect each client’s 
unique signature for living. We welcome you to attend our workshop so you can 
approach your major remodel confidently, and with intelligence.  

The Harrell Remodeling Design Center is 85% solar powered.

What you need to know about

■ Creating a space that is safe and comfortable for all, 
that reflects your personal style and taste   ■ Exterior access 
■ Interior space planning   ■ Specific elements for kitchens and bathrooms 
■ Selecting finishes and materials

Aging in Place
             Universal Design

ell-conceived homes are a 
source of pleasure that endures. 

Before you remodel, learn about current 
trends in home design. Presented especially 

for homeowners, this class covers ideas, products 
and plans to make your home easier to take care of.

Saturday, July 19 - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
(Doors open at 8:30 pm)
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ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
2600 Block W. El Camino Real, 7/7

AUTO BURGLARY
870 Block Heatherstone Way, 7/3
700 Block Continental Cl., 7/3
100 Block E. Middlefield Rd., 7/3
Century 16 Cinema, 7/5
700 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 7/6
700 Block N. Shoreline Blvd., 7/6
100 Block Calderon Ave., 7/6

BATTERY
1800 Block California St., 7/1
W. El Camino Real/Showers Dr.
Comfort Inn #221, 7/5
2400 Block Alvin St., 7/6
500 Block W. El Camino Real, 7/7

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
Nob Hill Foods, 7/6
1200 Block Terra Bella Ave., 7/7

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Castro St./W. Dana St., 7/5
200 Block Castro St., 7/5
200 Block Hope St., 7/5
2500 Block Grant Rd., 7/6

DISTURBANCE
Century 16 Cinema, 7/4
1900 Block Montecito Ave., 7/5

EMBEZZLEMENT
300 Block Wildflower Park Ln., 7/2

GRAND THEFT
600 Block Showers Dr., 7/2
700 Block E. El Camino Real, 7/3
San Veron Park, 7/4
100 Block W. Evelyn Ave., 7/7

IDENTITY THEFT
3400 Block Woodstock Ln., 7/2

PETTY THEFT
260 Block Andsbury Ave., 7/2
Neto CafÈ & Bakery, 7/2
1200 Block Montecito Ave., 7/3
Rengstorff Park, 7/3
100 Block Evandale Ave., 7/4
800 Block Leong Dr., 7/4
400 Block Castro St., 7/4
2600 Block W. El Camino Real, 7/6
1900 Block Latham St., 7/6
600 Block Alamo Ct., 7/7

POSSESSION OF NARCOTICS
1000 Block Villa St., 7/6

SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE
170 Block Miramonte Ave., 7/2

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
2500 Block W. El Camino Real, 7/2
630 Block Lola Ln., 7/2
Trader Joe’s, 7/7
800 Block E. El Camino Real, 7/7
Mill Ave./San Antonio Rd., 7/7

TRESPASSING
120 Block W. El Camino Real, 7/2
Target, 7/6
200 Block Castro St., 7/7

VANDALISM

690 Block Barbara Ave., 7/2
800 Block Emily Dr., 7/4
2400 Block Wyandotte St., 7/4
900 Block Barbara Ave., 7/5
2000 Block Latham St., 7/6

■  P O L I C E L O G

■  C R I M E W AT C H

 AUTO BURGLARY AND 
POSSESSION OF NARCOTICS, 
500 BLOCK S. RENGSTORFF, 7/7
 A passerby noticed a man break the win-
dow of a parked vehicle. The witness scared 
away the perpetrator and notified authori-
ties. Police then set up a perimeter and 
rounded up several nearby suspects. The 
witness helped identify the man responsible 
for the smashed window. The search of the 
other subjects yielded cocaine.
 One man was booked for auto burglary, the 
other for possession of narcotics.

POSSESSION OF NARCOTICS, E. 
MIDDLEFIELD RD./ELLIS ST., 7/5
 A vehicle was stopped by an officer for 
a vehicle code violation, but upon further 
search of the car the officer found 69.5 
grams of marijuana inside one man’s 
backpack. Methamphetamine and para-
phernalia were discovered in the purse 
of a second subject, and heroin-filled 
syringes belonging to a third suspect 
turned up beneath the front passenger 
seat. All three were booked for a variety 
of felony charges.

Friends of the Mountain View Library

Children’s • Cooking • Gardening • Science •
How To • Videos • Religion • Education • Art 
• CDs • Romance • Computer • Psychology • 
Non-fiction • Biography •  DVDs • Travel • 
Books on Tape • Math • Literature •  Sci-Fi
• Bestsellers • Fiction • Mystery • Business •
Children’s • Cooking • Gardening • Science •
How To • Videos • Religion • Education • Art 
• CDs • Romance • Computer • Psychology • 
Non-fiction • Biography •  DVDs • Travel • 
Books on Tape • Math • Literature •  Sci-Fip

Sat, 7/12 : 10am - 4pm
Sun, 7/13 : 11am - 4pm

 

Most items under $2

585 Franklin Street, MV
Behind the Library

Bring this ad to the sale for a FREE mass market paperback! 
(One per person, so bring friends! Expires 7/13/2008)

Summer 
Book 
sale 

July 11th—Cuesta Park  
     615 Cuesta Dr., Mountain View 
July 25th—Eagle Park 
     652 Franklin St., Mountain View 
Aug. 1st—Heritage Oaks 
     Portland/Miramonte, Los Altos 
Aug. 15th - Grant Park 
     1575 Holt Ave., Los Altos 

BMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View (Near Costco)

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

EXCELLENCE

L A R R Y ’ S

When you want it right! www.autoworks.com

American • German • Japanese

650 968-5202
Award-winning clean, modern facility.

Over 35 years of doing things right.

Brought to you by
Larry & Laurie Moore

 Many vehicle owners may be tempted to skip or delay 
some maintenance procedures in an effort to save money. 
The fact is, however, failing to maintain your vehicle prop-
erly is not only an exercise in false economy, it can also be 
downright dangerous. According to the Car Care Council, 
the annual cost of accidents stemming from unperformed 
vehicle maintenance is $2 billion. Compromised safety 
aside, failure to maintain your vehicle properly is also likely 
to reduce its lifespan and lead to more costly repairs down 
the road. To avoid the need for comprehensive brake jobs, 
engine and transmission overhauls, and other time-consum-
ing repairs, it pays to follow less expensive maintenance 
procedures that ensure your vehicle ś safety and longevity.

 Having a professional automotive technician perform regular 
maintenance promotes a long life for your vehicle. At Larry's 
AutoWorks, we enjoy helping our community handle their 
automotive needs. Bring your car via the 101 Freeway on 
Leghorn between San Antonio and Rengstorff in Mountain 
View. Take the Rengstoff exit south, then right on Leghorn. 
Preventative maintenance saves you money in the long run. 
To avoid poor fuel consumption remember to try to minimize 
stop-and-go driving. Smooth out the flow of traffic.

THE DANGERS OF FALLING BEHIND

When you want it right!

L A R R Y ’ S

P.S. A well-maintained vehicle (with the records to prove it) 
is worth more at the time of resale.
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Gang expert Marco Garcia 
leaves schools to join force

By Casey Weiss

After two years of helping 
combat gang activity at 
Graham Middle 

School, Marco Garcia 
traded in his suit and 
tie for a police uniform 
this week.
 The former “at-risk 
intervention super-
visor” was to begin 
training with the police 
academy on July 10. 
After getting to know 
students and the com-
munity through his position in 
the Mountain View Whisman 
School District, Garcia said it 
was the perfect time to make the 

transition to police officer.
 “Working at the district has 
helped me get to know the com-
munity in depth,” he said. “I 

know the families and their chil-
dren, and it will definitely help 
with my police work.”
 Garcia, who grew up in Moun-

tain View, came to the district 
several years ago after the city 
experienced an increase in gang 
activity. He worked with at-

risk youth, identifying 
middle school students 
who were in danger 
of becoming involved 
with gangs.
 Becoming a 
cop has been a goal of 
his, he said, ever since 
he was a student at Gra-
ham and met the police 
resource officer there.
 Ad minist ra-

tors said they will miss Garcia, 
who helped reduce behavioral 

  See GARCIA, page 13

“Our problems with gang issues 
significantly lessened over the last 
two years. I am sure that Marco 
contributed to that reduction.”

MARY LAIRON

Still chuckling at 100
ERL LANDSNAES HAS CALLED CITY HOME SINCE 1957

By Kelsey Mesher

The United States cel-
ebrated its 232nd birth-
day last Friday, July 4, 

and Mountain View resident 
Erling Landsnaes celebrated 
his 100th.
 When Landsnaes moved to 

Mountain View in 1957, at age 
49, he couldn’t have known he 
would up end spending more 
than half his life here, in the 
same Cuesta neighborhood 
house he moved into more 
than half a century ago.
 “I don’t think it’s changed 
very much,” he says of his 

home on Begen Avenue. “It’s 
the same nice place to live as 
when we moved here.” 
 Though his eyesight is now 
fuzzy, his sense of humor is 
sharp; and the centennial man 
stays busy keeping up with the 

  See LANDSNAES, page 11

■  C I T Y C O U N C I L

Voters won’t 
decide on 

carbon 
emission 

goals
By Daniel DeBolt

A wide-ranging City 
Council meeting 
Tuesday included dis-

cussions on global warm-
ing, office developments 
and Rengstorff Park, among 
other things.
 In the first issue, some 
members of the city’s envi-
ronmental sustainability 
task force proposed putting 
a referendum on the ballot 
allowing voters to decide 
whether the city should set 
targets in reducing green-
house gases. The council 
decided against putting the 
referendum to voters.
 The proposed ballot mea-
sure, modeled after a Berke-
ley measure passed in 2006, 
would have asked Mountain 
View voters if the city should 
push for an 80 percent 
reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050 and create 
a plan for the next 10 years 
to meet that goal. It would 
have cost the city $25,000 
to put the measure on the 
November ballot.
 The task force steering 
committee had not unani-
mously approved the idea, 
with six of its 12 members in 
favor; three were opposed, 
one abstained and two were 
absent. 
 Steering committee mem-
ber Cynthia Kapphahn was 
one of those opposed.
 “The council should take 
leadership, it should not be 
looking behind to find out 
if the community supports 
it,” she said.
 The council also declined 
to vote on the idea itself, 
noting that it and the task 
force will decide on emis-
sions reductions targets later 
this year. 
 “It is one of the recom-
mendations coming out of 

  See COUNCIL, page 14

Experts: 
Stay inside, 
away from 
the smoke

By Casey Weiss

Even though the fires within 
Santa Clara County are 
under control, health offi-

cials say Mountain View residents 
should be careful about exposing 
their lungs to smoke as dozens of 
fires continue to burn in neigh-
boring counties.
 Local allergy and respiratory 
specialists say they’ve seen an 
increase in lung problems since 
the wildfires began. The bad air 
quality is affecting patients with 
respiratory conditions, includ-

ing nasal and sinus allergies, 
at both El Camino Hospital and 
Camino Medical Group, doctors 
say. They worry that the problems 
will increase as the Bay Area enters 
a heat wave late in the week.
 “We can always tell when there 
will be an increase [in respira-
tory ailments] based on weather,” 
said Pam Carper, lead respiratory 
therapist in El Camino Hospital’s 
pulmonary lab.
 Although Mountain View doc-
tors report an increase in respi-
ratory symptoms, Joy Alexiou, 
spokesperson for the county 
department of public health, said 
the number of patients seeking 
help for breathing problems 
in the emergency rooms of six 
county hospitals has remained 
steady. She said this could be 
because patients are mostly going 
to their primary physicians, and 
added that people should remain 
cautious about air quality.
 “If they can smell or see smoke in 

  See FIRE, page 6

“We can always 
tell when there 

will be an increase 
[in respiratory 

ailments] based 
on weather.” 

PAM CARPER

PHOTO COURTESY OF LINDA BALDACCI
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Hannah and the fire truck
■  S E E N  A R O U N D  T O W N

 This photo of Hannah Jane Lesti was taken by her mother, Usha Lesti of Judson Drive, during last 
week’s Thursday Night Live event downtown. Usha noted that her daughter “just turned 6 years old.”
 If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please 
send it (as a jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com, and include your street name.

Learn how to turn your grass, leaves and
kitchen scraps into nutritious soil for your garden

and get a compost bin at a discounted rate.

Register by calling the Rotline at (408) 918-4640
or visit www.ReduceWaste.org for a class schedule.

Brought to you by:

FREE COMPOST
WORKSHOP

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

FREE COMPOST WORKSHOP 
IN MOUNTAIN VIEW

Saturday September 15, 10AM - 12 NOON

Community Center
at Rengstorff Park

Pre-Registration Required

Saturday July 19, 10AM - 12 NOON

180 Prominent
California Clay and Glass Artists
FREE Admission • Demonstrations and Special Exhibits
At the Palo Alto Art Center • Embarcadero at Newell

Valet Parking • www.acga.net

July 12th & 13th, 10 to 5

the air, they need to take precau-
tions,” Alexiou said. 
 To avoid lung conditions and 
other allergy problems related 
to the fires, doctors suggest 
residents stay inside until the 
fires die down, although they 
say it will take a while for the air 

quality to improve. 
 If residents go outside, they 
should use circulated air con-
ditioning in their cars, doc-
tors said. For those exercising 
outside, wear masks and try to 
work out in the morning, “when 
it is cooler and the air is a little 
cleaner,” Carper said.
 And when going back inside, 
doctors say, use a nasal saline.

 “As soon as you come in, you 
want to wash all that stuff away,” 
said Steve Rubinstein, an aller-
gy and immunology specialist 
with Camino Medical Group in 
Mountain View.
 Carper said it’s important for all 
residents, even those without a 
history of respiratory problems, to 
take care of themselves during the 
current weather conditions. V

FIRE
  Continued from page 5
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All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF YOUR LIFE
 with quick & easy meal solutions!

At Village Court in Los Altos

One FREE Entrée 
with your scheduled session. 

First time customers only please.  Expires: 07.31.08
4546 El Camino Real - Suite B12, Los Altos 

(650) 948-8794

Dream Dinners guests preview a monthly menu online at 
dreamdinners.com and select their dinners – book a date to attend 

a meal assembly session at our Dream Dinners retail 
location – paying for each session online.  

Life just got easier!

A fun and innovative concept in meal preparation moving 
the meal assembly process out of your kitchen and into 

our specially equipped dinner assembly store.

4546 El Camino Real - Suite B12

Los Altos, CA 94022 • (650) 948-8794

www.DreamDinners.com

Brian Friel
July 7—August 18, 2008

(and other Irish voices)

S T A N F O R D
Summer Theater

TRANSLATIONS
starring Geoff Hoyle, directed by Ed Sylvanus Iskandar

In his highly acclaimed Translations (hailed by Charles 
Isherwood in The New York Times as “nothing short of 
glorious” in its 2007 Broadway revival), Friel lovingly 
evokes 19th-century Ireland before the famine, 
placing the passion of young love against 
the realities of colonial rule. Translations 
explores the tensions that arise 
when British army begins to map 
the Irish countryside, translating 
Gaelic place names into 
standardized English.

Thursdays through Sundays, 
July 10–27 at 8:00 PM 
with additional Sunday “pay what 
you like” matinees at 2:00 PM

Pigott Theater, Memorial Hall
Tickets: $20 / $15 / $10 
available at the door or online

PHOTOGRAPH: BOBBY HANVEY

10
SEASON

TH

“Some of the most beguiling dialogue of the contemporary theater, 

as fresh, pungent and lyrical as the rural Irish landscapes.”

—The New York Times

http://summertheater.stanford.edu
4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Mountain View woman accused 
of torching parents’ house
By Daniel DeBolt

A 52-year-old Mountain View 
woman has been arrested 
for allegedly trying to burn 

down her parents’ Los Altos home 
early Saturday morning. 
 Police said three people were 
inside the house, located just behind 
Mountain View High School on the 
1700 block of Hawkins Drive, when 
the fire broke out at 2 a.m., but no 
one was injured. The fire was sub-
stantial enough that the house has 
become “uninhabitable,” according 
to the county fire department.
 Police say the suspect, Jann 
Gilkey, was stopped by Los Altos 

police as she drove from the scene 
of the fire with her car’s headlights 
off. She was not arrested at that time 
because the officer was concerned 
with the fire. “His interest was if he 
had to do any evacuations,” said Los 
Altos police agent Mark Laranjo.
 She was later arrested at her 
house on the 2200 block of Latham 
Street. She is being charged with 
burglary, arson and multiple 
counts of attempted murder.
 “We believe it [the motive] to 
be financial in nature,” Laranjo 
said. He added that “I believe she 
was adopted.”
 Gilkey has been booked in 
county jail without bail. V  

Moffett-based helicopters 
help fight wildfires

Bay City News

Two helicopters from the 
California Air National 
Guard’s 129th Rescue Wing 

are fighting wildfires in Northern 
California after being modified to 
carry 660-gallon water buckets, a 
spokeswoman said.
 According to Capt. Alyson Teeter, 
two of the rescue wing’s HH-60G 
Pave Hawk helicopters have been 
modified, with a third scheduled 
to be modified in the near future. 
Two of the wing’s flight crews have 
been trained to use the buckets for 
fighting wildfires.
 “We have two crews ready 

to go. One crew is up in Chico 
and the other crew is in Ukiah,’’ 
Teeter said.
 The wing’s normal duty focuses 
on combat search and rescue, and 
the flying involved in wildfire fight-
ing can help the crews prepare for 
future combat search and rescue 
missions, according to Lt. Col. 
Daniel Lapostole, 129th Rescue 
Squadron commander.
 “Joint firefighting operations are 
analogous to the joint combat 
search and rescue operating envi-
ronment our crews will experience 
in combat environments. The 
training value is unmatched,’’ 
Lapostole said in a statement.  V  

Community paper.
Fireplace fodder.

Pet cage liner.
Fish wrap.

The community
comes first
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121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR 
COMPUTER  SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. 
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

July 19-20, 10am-6pm 
Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park

Info-line: 650-325-2818  |  www.miramarevents.com

 Unique s
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Nirvana for the Festival Lover

St rol l .  
     Browse .      
       E njoy.    

www.menloparkchamber.com

Les R. Koonce

David D. Bohannon
Organization

Now Enrolling! 
e-mail: info@cclc.com phone: 408-732-2500 

If you have any additional questions, or for more information 
about our center, please call or email us. Para información en 
Espa�ol Ilamada 408-732-2500 ext. 239 

Now Enrolling!
Facts About Child Care at the 

City of Mountain View 
Child Care Center

Age Group Age Range * Ratios Group Size 

 Infants  6 wks. - 12 mo. 1:4 8 

 Toddlers  12 mo. - 24 mo. 1:4 8 

 Jr. Preschool  24 mo. - 36 mo. 1:7 14 

 Preschool  3 yrs. - 4 yrs. 1:10 20 

 Pre-K  4 yrs. - 5 yrs. 1:10 20 

What enrollment schedules are offered?
The center will offer full day and part-time care for 

children Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m.

Who has priority enrollment?
Low income Mountain View residents have fi rst 

priority, followed by general City of Mountain View 

residents. Remaining available spaces will be offered 

to those employed in the City of Mountain View.

What age groups will the center serve?
The City of Mountain View Child Care Center offers care 

to children six weeks through fi ve years of age.

When will the center open?
The City of Mountain View Child Care Center will 

open in September 2008. Enrollment from lottery 

will begin in May followed by a waiting list.

How did this center come about?
The center is made possible through a partnership 

with the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the 

City of Mountain View and CCLC.

What are the teacher-to-child ratios and 
group sizes?
The City of Mountain View Child Care Center offers 

the following teacher-to-child ratios:

*Approximate ranges

Now Enrolling!
If you have any additional questions, or for more information 
about our center, please call or email us. Para información en 
Español llamada 408-732-2500 ext. 239.

e-mail:  info@cclc.com     phone:  408-732-2500

cials and auto shop owners say the 
restrictions are there for a reason. 
 The dispute echoes back to the 
late 1990s, in a fight that local auto 
shop owner Larry Moore remem-
bers well. His landlord had done 
the math, he said, and realized 
he could get over $5 a square foot 
for the space Larry’s Auto Works 
had inhabited for 26 years on Old 
Middlefield Way. But first, he had 
to convert the land to office space. 
 It was a sure bet, as the dot-com 
industry was booming and startup 
companies would pay top dollar 
for any available space. When his 
lease came up, Moore was told that 
the $1.30 per square foot he was 
paying would quadruple. 
 “People who are in offices can 
afford to pay more than those in 
auto repair shops,” Moore said. “It 
drove auto repair out.”
 The council eventually moved 
to reaffirm Old Middlefield Way’s 
“Commercial Service,” or CS, 
zone in 2001, establishing new 

restrictions to prevent offices 
from pushing auto shops out. 
 But in the process, property own-
ers say they took a major hit. That 
year, “we entered, without question, 
the worst leasing period we’ve expe-
rienced in 35 years,” said a property 
owner on Old Middlefield Way at a 
recent June 24 council meeting.
 Another property owner added 
that “we’ve got vacant office 
buildings all over the place.” 

No offices, sort of
 Starkly exemplifying the prob-
lem are five vacant office build-
ings totaling 31,946 square feet at 
1916-1928 Old Middlefield Way.
 “The office problem is a problem 
city staff helped create,” said city 
attorney Michael Martello. “Offices 
were never allowed in that zone.” 
 City staff had been loosely 
interpreting the CS zoning ordi-
nance to allow the offices, and 
some had taken spaces that were 
once suited for automotive work 
and other industrial uses.
 Now the property’s owners, and 
prospective tenants, don’t want to 
pay to change the buildings back. 

While some have had success with 
other uses for the buildings, some 
owners want to lease their office 
type building as office space. 
They are demanding that the city 
allow offices to take up more than 
25 percent of a property. 
 Old Middlefield Way is a pro-
tected area. Auto shops, wholesal-
ers, storage yards, building supplies 
and printing houses are permitted 
uses. Offices are not allowed, unless 
it’s for an architect or engineer. 
 But property owner Charles 
Gardyn believes that times have 
changed. 
 “Of the uses that are permitted, 
most are obsolete, phased out 
businesses,” Gardyn said. “Auto 
shops are a permitted use, one 
of the few still active. But as time 
goes by more people go to dealers. 
Cars are getting more technically 
advanced; not just anybody can 
open a shop anymore.”
 Moore disagreed with that point, 
saying auto dealers won’t always 
work on older cars and actually 
have lost 5 percent of the auto repair 

ZONE
  Continued from page 1

  Continued on next page
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50% off 
Your First Two 

Training Sessions
Good towards the first two sessions with 
an AXIS staff trainer. May not be com-
bined with other offers or discounts. 

Expires 7/31/08. Code: Voice

Bring in this ad to receive

A X I S
P E R F O R M A N C E 

C E N T E R

Mountain View
(650) 229-1100

www.axispt.com Expert Personal Trainers                           
Certif ied Massage Therapists

It’s never too late to get in shape.
AXIS has trainers for all ages and fitness levels.

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221  

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189 Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

Online

We’ve just added another VOICE...Yours
 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 

in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

market to independent shops over 
the last few years nationwide. But 
even the independent shops need 
all the help they can get.
 “When I started business in 
1972 we charged 17 dollars an 
hour [for labor],” Moore said. “In 
36 years, if the shop rate had gone 
up with cost of living, it would 
have gone up to $200 an hour. The 
average today is just over $100 an 
hour. Profits in auto repair have 
been squeezed and squeezed.”

A changing tide
 Gardyn is a leader among the 
property owners, and owner of 
the most recognizable building 
in the CS district: the one on 
the corner of Rengstorff and Old 
Middlefield Way which houses 
the popular La Costena Taqueria, 
among other businesses. 
 Last year one of his building’s 
tenants, tax accountant Octavio 
Barboza, was told by the city that 
he had to leave, in part because the 
office use was not allowed. Gardyn 
says Barboza hasn’t been able to 
reopen his business elsewhere.
 “I feel sorry for the man, he 
was there 15 years,” Gardyn said. 
“There’s no way he could fight 
the system.” 
 City attorney Martello said 
Barboza was caught up in a dis-
pute between the city and Gardyn 
over multiple code violations on 
the building. Barboza’s office was 
an illegal add-on that blocked a 
main entry and exit during an 
emergency, Martello said. 
 “Some people say, ‘You’re just 
trying to run small businesses out 
of town,’” said council member Jac 
Siegel. “Why would we do that?”
 DeeDee’s Indian store also had 

to leave Old Middlefield Way to 
make way for a housing develop-
ment. When the store’s owners 
looked at another site at 2218 Old 
Middlefield Way, the city refused 
to issue a conditional use permit 
because it lacked parking. The 
building remains vacant almost 
a year later. (DeeDee’s eventually 
relocated to Moffett Boulevard.)
 To make it easier to attract ten-
ants, property owners want to rid 
the district of the expensive and 
time consuming “conditional 
use permits” in favor of a longer 
list of permitted uses. They say 
they’ve seen the city use the per-
mits as a tool to control land use, 
creating a feeling of uncertainty 
that is bad for business because 
the permits can be taken away.

Auto shops floating
 European Auto Works is among 
a dozen auto shops getting the 
boot at Abate’s Industrial Square 
on Evelyn Avenue, which is slated 
for housing development. Natural-
ly, many of those shops are looking 
to the CS district — but manager 
Ralph Foglein says he hasn’t been 
able to find a space on Old Middle-
field Way that suits him. 
 “A lot of office-type uses have 
been installed in those auto shop 
spaces,” on Old Middlefield Way, 
Foglein said. “Availability was 
very limited.”
 Moore said the issue boils 
down to good city planning. 
 “Once it’s gone it’s gone,” Moore 
said. “There is almost no auto 
repair in Palo Alto — they go to 
Mountain View. They need to 
leave an area zoned for that.” V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

  Continued from previous page
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CCome to Downtown
Mountain ViewMountain View
It’s not just a downtownIt’s not just a downtown

It’s an experienceIt’s an experience

650 CASTRO STREET,  SUITE 175
ENTRANCE ON CHURCH ST. NEXT TO THE DRY CLEANERS

650-968-9901

OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
10A.M. - 8P.M.

2007
Voted Voted 

Best Nail Salon 
Best Nail Salon 

for 6 Years!
for 6 Years!

La Monique’s La Monique’s 
Nail & Skin Care SalonNail & Skin Care Salon

"THE BEST PEDICURE IN SILICON VALLEY"

282 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041

650.964.4323

NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS:

152 Murphy Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94086  ■   408.736.6400

TM

■   10% OFF one item (with this ad).  ■
Coupon effective through July 31, 2008.

Hand-painted clothing for 
yoga/casual wear available.

W omen’s  C lo t h ing  &  A ccessor ies 
Un ique ,  C om f or t ab le  &  E legan t

OR

C
CC&

C&C Body Shop, Inc. Mountain View CA.
· Four wheel alignment and 
 partial mechanical

· C&C body shop works with all  
 major insurance companies

· All of our work is guaranteed for  
 as long as you own your vehicle

· Free estimate 

· Shop has been established 
 since 1975

· C&C pledges to have your vehicle  
 repaired to your fullest satisfaction  

(650) 964-3119
251 Moffet Blvd. Mountain View , Ca

$100.
00 OFF 

on customer out of pocket expense.

$100.
00 

Toward car rental on any 
repairs over $600.00

$500
 

AAMM
EERRIICCAANN  CCLLEEAANNEERRSS

Quality

Your Neighborhood 
Dry Cleaner

Quality

Hem Pants (Plain) Only  $5.00
Drapery Specialist Bedspread, 
Wedding Gowns, Leather 
& Suede Cleaning 20% Off

Hours: 
Mon-Fri 7:30am - 7:00pm

Sat. 9:30am - 4:00pm

★★★ Quality at Low Low Prices! ★★★

Expert Alteration 
        & Tailoring 10% Off
Men’s Business Dress Shirts 
Laundry, on hanger $1.89

Dresses, 2pc. Suits, 
Rain Coat $9.90
Heavy, Silk, Satin, Fancy - slightly more
Pants, Skirts, 
Sweaters, Blouses $5.25
Heavy, Silk, Satin, Fancy - slightly more

AMERICAN 
CLEANERS

650 Castro St., Ste 185 • Mountain View, CA 94041

650-254-1000
american1325@yahoo.com

Coupons must be present 
with your order

With $30 Dry Clean
Free

Casablanca Market
M O R O C C A N  I M P O R T S  &  G I F T S

Casablanca Market Fair Trade Co.
793 Castro St., Mountain View, CA 94041

650.954.3000 • www.casablancamarket.com

• Moroccan Theme Party • Arabian Nights 
• African Safari • Indian Dream

Add spice to your next event!
Casablanca Market offers the following authentic theme parties 

for corporate or private parties, birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries, bar/bat mitzvahs, and much more:

ari Indian Dream

Mention this ad and receive 

20% off purchases or 
10% off rentals

Touch of MexicoTouch of Mexico
Embrace the true artistry of Mexico.

You will fi nd our merchandise 
to be top-quality, reasonably priced 

— and authentic in every detail.

Visit Mexico now, at Our New Location:
262 Castro Street, Mountain View 

650-966-8953

Get
10% OFF 

Any Purchase
with this ad

✸✸ Sterling Silver Handmade Jewelry

✸✸  Rustic & Custom-made 
Furniture

✸✸ Paintings

✸✸ 100% Cotton Clothing

650 Castro St Suite #155
Mountain View, CA 94041

(650)964-1977
Fax: 650-964-1970

regi@uniglobe-embassy.com
CST#2048680-40

Embassy Travel

Are you planning a family 
vacation, a romantic get-away or 

just some time to relax? 

We can help.
We specialize in vacations to

HAWAII  •  MEXICO  •  LAS VEGAS
but our knowledgeable staff would love to 

help you plan your vacation anywhere.

Looking for a reliable Business travel agency? 
Call us and relax, we’ll do the rest.

Contact us today.

Bon Voyage!

Our customers Our customers 
always come fi rst.always come fi rst.

285 Castro St. • Mountain View • CA 94041 • Phone: (650) 969-3436
Hours:  Tues-Sat: 11:30am-8pm Sun: 12pm-6pm

We offer free delivery 
with minimum 

purchase of $750.
1/2 OFF SALE1/2 OFF SALE

limited time offer

Home Furnishings  Home Furnishings  •  American DesignAmerican Design
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The integration of his proven expertise in the management of 

cardiac arrhythmias and device therapy for heart failure with our 

established excellence in cardiology and endovascular services at 

El Camino Hospital supports our mission to provide Silicon Valley 

with comprehensive cardiovascular care of the highest quality.

The physicians of CVI Medical Group and Altos Cardiovascular are pleased to 
announce their association with Dr. Liem; who is specializing in cardiology and 

cardiac electrophysiology.  Dr. Liem, who graduated from Michigan State University 
and completed his cardiology and electrophysiology training at Stanford University, 

is returning to the Bay Area, where he devoted 18 years of his professional career 
before his brief career advancement in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

Dr. Liem will start his practice in the area July 1st, 2008.  

We are already prepared to make appointments now should you wish to do so.  

You may contact us at the following practices:

L. BING LIEM, DO, FACC
CARDIOVASCULAR MEDICINE & CARDIAC ELECTROPHYSIOLOGY

We are pleased to welcome back to our community

Altos Cardiovascular Associates
2490 Hospital Drive, Ste #311

Mountain View, CA  94040

(650) 962-4690

CVI Medical Group
2660 Grant Road

Mountain View, CA  94040

(650) 969-8600

CLASSES.  TRAINERS.  NEW EQUIPMENT.

First time trial customers only please.
Offer expires 07/30/08. Must present this ad.

650.944.8555
M-F 6am-9pm Sa/Su 8am-7pm

1625 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mt. View, CA 94043

WWW.OVERTIMEFITNESS.COM

10 DAY TRIAL OFFER

LIVE.  FLEX.  GROW.  ENGAGE.

Shape up for Summer!
at Overtime Fitness

Fi t ti t i l t l l
10 DAY TRIAL OFFER

WORKOUT FOR FREEWORKOUT FOR FREE

•  Work Done on Premise. One Stop Service

•  Battery Change While You Shop

•  Refurbishing of All Watches 
   (Mechanical & Quartz)

•  Quality Service Guaranteed

•  Rolex, Longines, Tissot, Omega, Bulova

Located inside your favorite store

1040 Grant Rd 
Mountain View 
(650) 969-5601

5285 Prospect Rd 
San Jose

(408) 257-1370

525 El Camino
Menlo Park

(650) 329-8939
$5.95

Expires August 15, 2008

SINCE 1983
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REGULAR WATCH BATTERY
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Summer Special
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UP TO 200 VEHICLES ALL VEHICLES SMOGGED

650-938-3272  
N.A.S. Public Auto Auction

 

Saturday, July 19th

Preview:  

49ers, visiting his great-grand-
children and catching up with 
friends at a local coffeehouse 
each morning.
 Landsnaes was characteristically 
low-key about the July 4 milestone 
— “I give everybody a day off on 
my birthday,” he jokes — but for 
his family, including 73-year-old 
daughter Linda Baldacci, there 
couldn’t be a more important day, 
or a more deserving dad.
 “He’s a very kind, gentle, 
friendly, and appreciative man,” 
she said. 
“He’s very 
family ori-
ented, and 
has said ‘I 
want to be 
known as 
a family 
man.’”
 Though he insists he “never 
did anything special” in his life, 
Landsnaes’ story paints a different 
picture. He grew up in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., the son of immigrants from 
Norway. An active child, he loved 
to play sports, especially ten-
nis, and to spend time with his 
brother Ralph. He kept up with 
his studies, eventually taking 
night classes and putting himself 
through Fordham Law School.
 With his degree, Landsnaes 
was able to leave his job in the 
ball bearing business to join the 
FBI. He served as a special agent 
during World War II, and was 
once assigned to the beaches of 
Long Island, searching for Nazi 
saboteurs emerging from subma-
rines off the coast.
 After seven years with the FBI, 

Landsnaes returned to work at 
Bearings Specialty Company. His 
work in that industry moved him 
from New York to Los Angeles 
to Michigan and, eventually, to 
Mountain View.
 Over the years, Landsnaes has 
learned to give up certain things. 
He quit driving at 95, and no longer 
plays golf — though he has fond 
memories of playing the Santa 
Teresa Golf Club with his late wife 
of 71 years, Dorothy Quimby. 
 “I enjoyed it, loved it, played 
a lot — but life goes on, things 
change, and suddenly you’re not 
playing golf anymore,” he said. 
“But I don’t regret any of it. You 

can’t regret 
things.”
 Land-
snaes’ birth-
day celebra-
tions have 
evolved to 
include sev-

eral family traditions. First, he 
places an American flag on the 
front of his house. Then his 
great-grandchildren (ages 9 to 
23) march to Kate Smith’s “Stars 
and Stripes Forever” before the 
cake is served. 
 Some years have special themes. 
His 80th was “Around the World in 
80 Days.” On his 85th, a plane flew 
overhead carrying a banner: “Hap-
py Birthday Erling Landsnaes!”
 Last Friday, he celebrated his 
100th surrounded by family and 
friends. Though still in some 
disbelief, he is content with how 
his first 100 years have gone, 
preaching that the key to long life 
is simple: “Just don’t eat anything 
that’s good for you.” V

E-mail Kelsey Mesher at 
kmesher@mv-voice.com

LANDSNAES
  Continued from page 5

“Just don’t eat anything 
that’s good for you.”

ERLING LANDSNAES
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800-216-5556
www.elcaminohospital.org/heart

HEALTHGRADES® SPECIALTY EXCELLENCE AWARDS (Top 10% Nationally)
CARDIAC CARE EXCELLENCE AWARD™ | CORONARY INTERVENTION EXCELLENCE AWARD™ | STROKE CARE EXCELLENCE AWARD™

| RANKED #1 IN CALIFORNIA FOR OVERALL CARDIAC SERVICES (2008) |
The Heart & Vascular Institute is truly a beat ahead of the competition when it comes to cardiovascular
care. We have been recognized by HealthGrades,® the nation’s leading independent healthcare ratings
company, for an exceptional level of quality. HealthGrades® 2008 honors for the program include:  

#1IN CARDIAC CARE
IN THE STATE

HEALTHGRADES® 2008 DISTINGUISHED HOSPITAL AWARD FOR CLINICAL EXCELLENCE™

– Only Northern California hospital to receive this award in 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 –
– Ranked among the top 5% nationwide for overall clinical excellence –

HEALTHGRADES® FIVE-STAR RATINGS
Overall Cardiac Services 2008 | Cardiology Services 2007/2008  | Coronary Interventional Procedures 2007/2008

Treatment of Heart Failure 2003–2008 | Treatment of Stroke 2004–2008  | Treatment of Atrial Fibrillation 2007/2008

Treatment of Heart Attack 2006–2008  | Carotid Surgery 2008

EL CAMINO HOSPITAL
Heart & Vascular Institute
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Nigam and his three soccer 
friends — Robby Gamble, Jor-
dan Coff and Tom Canty — 
worked with the Mountain 
View Police Department’s Police 
Activities League and the ele-
mentary school district to find 
a field and bus. 
 While Nigam and Gamble’s 
parents help pay for the camp, 
the children do all the hard 
work, organizers say.

 When the camp more than 
tripled in size this year, with 
new siblings and friends show-
ing up each day, several of the 
camp leaders joined forces with 
another friend, Rohan Weigel, 
to start a side business, Pizza 
and Dollars, to help pay for the 
rising costs. 
 Although they originally want-
ed to buy a car with their earn-
ings, the coaches decided there 
was a better way to spend it.
 “We decided we didn’t need 
the car,” Nigam said. “We 
wanted to fund [the camp] our-
selves.” 

 The students have been run-
ning their business in the morn-
ings, and directing the camp in 
the afternoons, totaling more 
than a 50-hour work week for 
some coaches. They say this is 
especially important since two 
of the founders’ sisters, Sonia 
Nigam and Allie Gamble, both 
students at Blach Middle School 
in Los Altos, started their own 
camp to work with elementary 
school campers.
 “It was difficult having all the 
kids in one camp, because they 
didn’t have all the same skills, 
Sonia said.

 The camp has become more 
than just soccer drills. Camp-
ers take breaks for quick water 
fights, or to participate in raffles 
to win pro soccer jerseys. Moti-
vational speakers — Stanford 
athletes and community leaders 
— come talk to the campers.
 “The coaches are nice and this 
place is so fun,” said Kevin Her-
rera, who will start fifth grade at 
Bubb this fall.
 And coaches say the camp has 
helped them to understand dif-
ferent cultures. Before the camp 
started, they met with Marco 
Garcia, the former at-risk inter-

vention supervisor at Graham 
Middle School, to discuss ste-
reotypes and cultural sensitivity 
since the campers come from 
many different backgrounds. 
 “At school a lot of stereotypes 
evolve,” co-founder Robby Gam-
ble said. “You come here and see 
they are nice kids, and maybe 
didn’t get as lucky with the situ-
ation they were born in.” V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

SOCCER
  Continued from page 1
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Childhood friends Marco Garcia 
(left) and Arturo Noriega worked 
together as at-risk intervention 
supervisors at Graham and 
Crittenden middle schools. This 
week, Garcia is leaving the district 
to join the police force.

problems on campus and in the 
community. They plan to fill his 
position at Graham for the next 
school year.
 “He was able to work directly 
with students and make sure that 
they felt welcome in the school as 
well as making sure they under-
stood the consequences of any 
misbehavior,” said Mary Lairon, 
associate superintendent, about 
Garcia. “Our problems with gang 
issues significantly lessened over the 
last two years. I am sure that Marco 
contributed to that reduction.”
 While he enjoyed his time on 
campus, Garcia said he is ready to 
move on to the police department, 
where he will make more money. 
He did research on gang activity 
on his own time, and patrolled on 
the weekends and late nights with 
the police department. 
 Garcia began the application 
process in February, and after 
passing a PolyGram, an interview 
with the police chief and a physi-
cal, he will begin a 10-month 
course at the police academy. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

GARCIA
  Continued from page 5



the end of the month, and says 
she’s hoping to generate a stronger 
proposal to fix the longstanding 
dispute once and for all. 
 Under the current system, San 
Jose has six members on the VTA’s 
13-member board, while the other 
cities have five between them. The 
two remaining seats go to county 
representatives.
 “For Mountain View it’s tough 
because we get to be on the board 
once every six years,” said Marga-
ret Abe-Koga, Mountain View’s 
representative on VTA’s policy 
advisory committee. She explained 
that representatives from each city 
are, to some degree, competing for 
VTA resources.
 But under the new proposal, 
which the VTA board plans to 
vote on in August, the agency’s 
policy advisory committee, or 
PAC, would have the power to 
select the five non-San Jose mem-

bers of the board. The PAC is a 
16-member board with a seat for 
every city, plus one member who 
represents the county. 
 Abe-Koga believes this system 
could result in better representa-
tion for Mountain View, though 
it may not be a permanent fix. On 
Tuesday, the Mountain View City 
Council unanimously supported 
the proposal, calling it a stopgap 
measure for a board that does not 
properly represent the smaller cities 
in the county. 
 But some City Council mem-
bers called on the state for help in 
reforming the VTA board, and 
Lieber is looking at ways to do just 
that before her term ends this year. 
She believes the board should be 
elected by the public, possibly in a 
way similar to how county supervi-
sors are elected.
 “There should be a longer, 
fuller discussion of what’s gone 
on,” Lieber said. “Many of the 
community advocates that have 
been watchdogs for a number of 

years feel these proposals come 
out in a very ad hoc way.”
 Another proposal made ear-
lier this year, which was rejected 
by Sunnyvale and other cities, 
would have organized the board 
by geographic regions. But under 
the new proposal, geography 
would be a factor only as much 
as the policy advisory committee 
wants it to be. 
 The proposal would mean that 
PAC members would often be 
voting for themselves, because 
the PAC is often a training 
ground for future VTA board 
members, Abe-Koga said. 
 The problem of figuring out how 
to fairly represent the smaller cities 
was highlighted by an audit of the 
VTA by the Hay Group last year. A 
month later, Lieber commissioned 
a state audit.
 “I was disappointed in the Hay 
Group’s audit,” Lieber said. “It 
didn’t have the hallmarks of an 
independent audit that I would 
be looking for. It seemed to be 

an audit commissioned by the 
board — that’s why we’ve asked 
the state to conduct one. This audi-
tor is looking at the processes in 
selecting the board members and 
really trying to get at how we can 
improve the structure so it’s not 
just a staff-driven agency.”
 The audit is due at the end 
of July, just before the VTA is 
expected to make a decision on 
board reorganization in early 
August. It seems that some at 
VTA are trying to cut Lieber off 
at the pass, Abe-Koga said. 
 Mountain View rotated off the 
VTA board last year after council 
members Laura Macias and Greg 
Perry each served for one year. 
The city is now counting on Palo 
Alto Mayor Yoriko Kishimoto, 
Los Altos council member David 
Casas and Santa Clara council 
member Dominic Caserta to 
represent “Group Two cities” on 
the board — a group which also 
includes Sunnyvale and Los 
Altos Hills. V  

LocalNews
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Lourdes Fong knows a thing or two about communicating with  
the world around her. Along with English, she speaks Chinese, 
Cantonese, Mandarin and others, plus she’s fluent in the magic 
language of Harry Potter. She’s able to converse with plants, as 
well — successfully creating her own large flower garden. So  
she knew Moldaw Family Residences would be the perfect  
place to grow.

As part of the intergenerational Taube Koret Campus for  
Jewish Life, Moldaw Family Residences will give you unlimited 
opportunity to stay connected to the world around you, no  
matter what your idea of enjoying life is.

Call or visit us online to find out what Lourdes and many  
others have already discovered. But don’t wait — we’re  
already 70% reserved, and construction is well underway.

Her Tip For  

Retirement Living?
Moldaw Family Residences 

is the perfect place to grow!

“I like the concept of having young people around  
  and a mix of other activities going on.” - Lourdes Fong

899 Charleston has filed an application for a Certificate of Authority and has been issued a permit from the  
California Department of  Social Services to accept deposits. Moldaw Family Residences at 899 Charleston welcomes  
and admission is open to older adults of all faiths, ethnicities and racial backgrounds.

Now under construction at 899 East Charleston, this progressive senior living community has recently been dedicated  
as Moldaw Family Residences in honor of a generous gift from the Moldaw Family Supporting Foundation.

the task force anyway,” said 
council member Margaret 
Abe-Koga. “If we really wanted 
to do it we could do it a differ-
ent time.”
 Bruce Karney, task force 
chair, supported the referen-
dum, saying it would make 
clear that residents want the 
city to take the lead in reduc-
ing emissions, rather than wait 
for the state or federal govern-
ment to do it.
 But Mayor Tom Means ques-
tioned the usefulness of such a 
measure. “People tend to vote 
yes because they aren’t faced 
with a cost choice,” he said. 

Development planned 
near train station

 Former San Jose City Coun-
cil member Linda LeZotte 
spoke for PSAI Realty Tues-
day night in support of a 
large office development at 
100-200 Evelyn Ave., just 
across from the downtown 
train station parking lot. The 
council praised its design and 
gave city planners the green 
light for a major up-zoning.
 A pair of two story office 
buildings, about 10 years old 
and once known as the Tech 
Farm, will have a third con-
structed in between — a three 
story building totaling 34,000 
square feet — along with a 
46,000-square-foot parking 
garage.

Positive activities 
for youth?

 The City Council exchanged 
blank looks Tuesday night when 
asked for a definition of one of 
its top goals for the year: “posi-
tive activities for youth.” The 
council voted to have its mem-
bers on the youth services com-
mittee take up the discussion.
 “I’m not sure why it’s a 
council goal if you can’t 
define it,” said council mem-
ber Jac Siegel.

Rengstorff Park 
to be studied 

 Another top goal this year is 
to address safety and walkabili-
ty issues at Rengstorff Park, and 
the council decided Tuesday 
to have an interdepartmental 
group, including police and 
parks officials, study crime, 
safety and cleanliness issues at 
the park and report back for a 
study session discussion.
 “I think its time to do this, 
there have been problems in 
Rengstorff Park for quite some 
time,” said council member 
Ronit Bryant. V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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HOW TO REDUCE PLASTIC 
AT THE FARMERS MARKET
Editor:
 I’m a regular patron of the Moun-
tain View Farmers Market, and, as 
someone who is very concerned 
about the overuse of plastic bags, 
containers, etc., I was pleased to 
note that Triple Delight Berries 
has started selling their blueberries 
(which they previously sold only in 
relatively small, single-use, clam-
shell plastic containers) in bulk as 
an alternative. 
 I urge Voice readers to visit them 
on one of the next two Sundays, as 
their selling season is coming to a 
close. Be sure to bring your own 
container (so they don’t have to use 
a plastic bag), and thank them for 
taking the worthy steps to reduce 
plastic container usage. As market 
vendors take such steps, more are 
likely to follow suit.
 I also encourage readers to con-
tact the California Farmers Markets 
Association (doug@cafarmersm-
kts.com) and ask them to actively 
research and implement ways to 
reduce or, even better, eliminate 
plastic bag usage at the Mountain 
View Farmers Market. There is 
nothing sold at the market that 
requires plastic bags if patrons bring 
their own cloth bags (cloth produce 
bags are available from Reusable-
Bags.com), and sealable containers 
for meat and fish products.

Bruce England 
Whisman Station Drive

 
CAN VOICE COME WITHOUT 
PLASTIC BAGS?
Editor:
 Plastic bags are a huge prob-
lem to our environment. Is it 
possible to deliver the Voice 

without being in a plastic bag?
 Papers were delivered for many 
years without being in a plastic 
bag, and we got along fine. It 
seems like a good idea, especially 
in the dry climate of California.

Dorothy Schafer 
West Dana Street 

HERITAGE TREE STATUS 
LENDS NO PROTECTION 
Editor:
 Although we received notice of a 
public meeting concerning killing 
heritage trees in order to develop 
housing on Pettis Avenue, the 
public meeting was scheduled for 2 
p.m., June 19. While that may have 
been convenient for the city review 
committee and the property devel-
oper, it is hardly a time that allows 
most of the public to attend.
 It’s possible that the proposed 
development is a great addition 
or improvement, but we were 
not really given a chance to learn 
that. No tree in Mountain View 
is actually protected by being 
called a heritage tree. There 
appears to be a rubber stamp 
procedure for their “removal.” 
 Trees increase property values 
and reduce air pollution, in addi-
tion to improving the appearance 
of homes and businesses. At a time 
when the rest of the world is rec-
ognizing the great value of trees to 
human health and welfare, Moun-
tain View’s capitulation to owners 
who don’t want to have to clean up 
the fallen leaves (yes, I did hear that 
at a public meeting) or prune the 
trees is shortsighted indeed.

Leslie Friedman 
Mountain View Avenue 
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■  S TA F F

■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

■  L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

  See LETTERS, page 16

Viewpoint
More oversight needed for 

freewheeling tow companies

The sad tale of a Mountain View resident who returned 
from vacation to find that his car had been towed shows 
why we need better regulation of towing companies — 

especially when they auction off cars under questionable cir-
cumstances.
 In this case, the 2004 Honda Civic was towed from his apart-
ment to the company’s yard, allowed to sit for a short period 
and then, despite its Blue Book value of over $10,000, sold at 
“auction” for $2,280. By an amazing coincidence, this was the 
exact amount the company, Auto Ambulance of Santa Clara, 
was charging the owner in tow and storage fees. 
 It gets better. The new owner of this marked-down Honda, 
who happened to be an Auto Ambulance employee, imme-
diately put the car up for sale on Craigslist. His asking price: 
$8,500. 
 And that’s where the original owner found his car: on Craig-
slist, with a photo showing it sitting in the tow company’s yard.
 There are several things wrong with this scenario, including 
the clear conflict of interest when a tow company employee gets 
dibs on a towed car. But one aspect in particular — the gross 
undervaluing of the Honda — looks like it could be a direct 
violation of the law.
 State Department of Motor Vehicles rules say any vehicle 
valued at more than $4,000 cannot be sold so quickly by a tow 
company; instead, the company must follow a 90-day proce-
dure (at minimum) before putting it on the block. By appar-
ently undervaluing the car, Auto Ambulance circumvented this 
rule, allowing it to flip the car quickly. 
 Some observers may say the Honda’s owner got what he 
deserved. After all, it was his own carelessness which led to the 
car being towed in the first place. (Though he paid his regis-
tration fees, he forgot to put on the new stickers; the old ones 
expired while he was away.) 
 But what’s really at issue is what happened after his car was 
towed. Even when vehicles are towed for good reasons, tow 
companies must recognize that the vehicles’ owners still have 
rights over their property. If the companies are unwilling to 
respect those rights, as Auto Ambulance seems to be, they 
should be forced to do so — or suffer the consequences for any 
lost or damaged property.
 Once we’ve made sure that tow companies are following the 
laws already on the books, our city, county and state legisla-
tors should reexamine those laws for inequalities. Here’s one to 
start with: Why should cars worth more than $4,000 get special 
treatment, while cars worth less than $4,000 can be summarily 
resold? Such a rule makes low-income residents into second-
class citizens, and has no place on California’s books.
 Unlike San Francisco, which has seen major scandals over 
its deals with tow companies, Mountain View does not seem 
to have an endemic problem. But we wouldn’t be surprised to 
learn that, if there is a problem here, it’s the poorer residents 
suffering the most from it. We encourage any local residents 
with stories to tell to send them to editor@mv-voice.com.
 At this point, the car owner’s only recourse is to sue the tow 
company. But he deserves better. Vehicle owners should receive 
clear protection under the law.



COUNCIL SHOULD RESTRICT 
‘PODIUM PUNDITS’
Editor:
 When you put out food for 
wildlife on a regular basis you get 
a crowd in no time. When you put 
out an opportunity to speak to the 
City Council and be on local TV, 
you’ll get a crowd even faster.
 The courtesy extended to the 
public to speak to the council 
on non-agenda items is being 
abused by a plethora of speak-
ers in search of an audience. 
Perhaps the worst are those 
speakers asking the council to 
pass resolutions about the Iraq 
war. As a strong opponent of 
the administration’s handling 
of the war myself, I also strongly 
believe our City Council should 
not be spending time even lis-

tening to topics outside of their 
realm of responsibility.
 The high value we place on 
listening to the “voice of the 
people” has led us past the bal-
ance point of meaningful dia-
logue vs. podium punditry. It’s 
mostly just hogwash and we all 
know it. The time has come to 
institute a useful filter on podi-
um presence. The voice of the 
people is not always intelligent. 
Sometimes it is tyrannical as 
are all power centers. It needs to 
be balanced against the greater 
good.
 Perhaps we could allow a writ-
ten submission by all, but verbal 
presentations only by those select-
ed by an “editor,” as newspapers 
do, that fit within a total time 
allowance. After all, we elect our 
council to represent and decide 
for us. Let’s stop wasting their 
time in stroking our public egos.

Allen Price 
Velarde Street

 
Editor:
 Last week I had the pleasure of 
visiting the Senior Center in Moun-
tain View for lunch. The room was 
completely filled with diners, all 
thoroughly enjoying their meal. 
 When I sat down, a server came 
immediately to my table and greet-
ed me, bringing along a cup of 
soup, a set of silver, and a carefully 
folded napkin. The main course 
and remainder of the meal was then 
served, prepared to perfection. Each 
person at the table was served in an 
equally considerate manner.
 I would like to compliment 
Laura Schuss, who I understand is 
responsible for the elegant experi-
ence of providing midday dining 
at its very best. Her choice of 
menus is flawless, her supervision 
of the kitchen staff is finely honed, 
and her serving staff is consider-
ate and gracious. Her accomplish-

ment of serving a large group of 
people is perfection. Pricing is 
realistic, and it was remarked that 
one could not find a public eatery 
that could serve that well for that 
price and in that manner.
 Her reward was the expressed 
appreciation of all the diners. It is 
my pleasure to patronize the dining 
room of the Mountain View Senior 
Center with Laura in supervision. I, 
along with my fellow diners, intend 
to return often.

Eloise Danto 
Sylvan Avenue 

CLIMATE CHANGE, 
THEN AND NOW
Editor:
 “The Great Warming: Climate 
Change and the Rise and Fall of 
Civilizations,” by Brian Fagan, 
published in 2008, is one of 
several books he wrote that deal 
with the relationship between 
climate and civilization from 
an archaeological point of view. 

Numerous other works have 
made the same point: Climate 
change impacts civilizations.
 Al Gore, in “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” and numerous others make 
the reverse point: During the past 
century and more, the world’s civi-
lizations have increased greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere to the point 
that civilizations are causing the 
very climate change, global warm-
ing, that will harm us all.
 My interpretation of these works 
is that, on the whole, the impact 
of global warming is so great that 
we can’t afford to just let it happen, 
and we can’t fix it with just a few 
years and a few billions of dollars. 
As Fagan put it, global warming 
“requires not a short-term response 
but massive intervention on a truly 
international, and long-term, scale.”
 We can’t afford President Bush’s 
head-in-the-sand approach, but we 
will have to pay an enormous sum. 
I’m convinced that if we start now 
with preventive measures like tax-
ing greenhouse gas emissions and 
subsidizing less harmful alterna-
tives such as solar and wind power, 
the cost will be less in the long run 
but it will still be enormous. 
 And the cost is not just reckoned 
in money; people will die because of 
our past and current folly. Let’s not 
make things worse.

Doug Pearson 
Fordham Way 

ViewPoint
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the right care. right here.
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

|  E L  C A M I N O  H O S P I T A L  |

Community Wellness Lecture Series 
Presented by the Health Library & Resource Center — A PlaneTree Affiliate

Wednesday, July 16    7:00–8:00 pm
 Women’s Surgery in the 

21st Century: Robots, Simulators 
and Other New Technologies 
Camran Nezhat, MD, FACOG, FACS 
Minimally Invasive and Robotic Gynecologic Surgeon 
El Camino Hospital 
El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria 
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

To register and for more information  
call 800-216-5556

  MV: Waiting List Open

1BR Senior 
Apartments

SR Fountains Apts
2005 San Ramon Ave., Mtn. View

(650) 966-1060

 Every Tues. 9am-12pm Only
Every Thurs. 1-4pm Only

To Open Permanently

 * Income limits and monthly 
rents subject to change with 
median income of 
Santa Clara Co. Section 8
Certifi cates and Vouchers 
Accepted.

LETTERS
  Continued from page 15

WONDERFUL DINING AT THE 
SENIOR CENTER



ViewPoint
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Monday-Friday 
8am-5:30pm

2037 Old Middlefield Way 
Mountain View, CA 94043 

www.deansautomotive.com

Attention Hybrid Owners!
Dean’s Automotive is the best choice if you are looking for 
an alternative to the dealership for your Hybrid’s routine 
maintenance service.

We back up our work with a solid 24,000 mile/24 month 
warranty on parts and labor. When was the last time you were 
offered that kind of 
guarantee at the 
dealership? 

Call us today at  

650-961-0302 
We’re here to help!

Service Excellence With  
a  Personal Touch 

Bring your Hybrid to the only independent automotive service 
facility in the area with two Master Hybrid Service Technicians 
on their staff – Dean’s Automotive.

SIBLING PREPARATION

Designed for children two years of  age and older, this class prepares siblings for the 
emotional and physical realities of  the arrival of  a newborn.

 - Saturday, July 19

CHILDBIRTH CLASS BY THE SEA

Take a childbirth preparation class in a unique, retreat-like setting at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel in Half  Moon Bay. This course includes breakfast and lunch for two at the hotel, as 
well as participation in breastfeeding and cesarean birth classes. 

 - Sunday, July 27

INFANT AND CHILD CPR

Parents and other childcare providers will learn the techniques of  infant and child CPR 
and how to avoid choking hazards. Mannequins are used to provide hands-on training.

 - Sunday, July 27

PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM 

This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes 
healthy eating and exercise habits for overweight children and their families. More than 
80% of  children achieve long-term weight loss through this program – and parents 
lose weight too! The new session starts soon, so call (650) 725-4424 to pre-register. 
Spaces are limited. 

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources  

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
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Greater access needed for 
school board’s meetings

By David Casas

I extend my appreciation to 
the Voice for covering the 
discussions about video-

taping meetings of the Moun-
tain View-Los Altos High 
School District. I believe that 
the views of the Voice, as well 
as the June 20 guest opinion by 
former district trustee David 
Williams, are important con-
tributions to open dialogue. 
After reading the articles and 
the opinion piece, I do feel it is 
necessary to make some clari-
fications and provide addi-
tional context.
 For background, issues about 
videotaping came up during 
planning for a joint Los Altos 
City Council/MVLA district 
board meeting. The events 
leading up to the meeting 
became the catalyst for the 
agenda item on June 9.
 Interestingly, in his guest 
opinion, Williams alleges the 
Brown Act had been violated. 
Clearly it had not been. The 
June 9 agenda for our joint 

meeting, specifically Item 7, 
included a discussion on tele-
vising board meetings, and 
was posted appropriately.
 Next, with regard to financ-
ing the videotaping, my com-
pany has not agreed to, and is 
not funding, any taping of the 
board meetings. However, we 
are partnering with KMVT to 
tape a July volunteer engage-
ment by our employees, as they 
work to restore Bay estuaries.
 The decision to install cam-
eras in the high school board 
room is clearly up to the 
school board. It is not a 
council matter. I recognize 
the idea of videotaping has 
caused some discomfort and 
upset with current and former 
school board members. I take 
full responsibility for their 
reaction.
 To be clear, I am confident 
that our locally elected bod-
ies conform to the minimum 
requirement of open meeting 
laws. As a parent who lives a 
busy life like the rest of the 

Silicon Valley, I would appre-
ciate having greater access 
to decisions that affect my 
children’s education. Unfor-
tunately, due to my schedule, I 
am not personally able attend 
the school board meetings. 
It is my hope that we can 
increase public accessibility to 
all meetings as we collectively 
strive for maximum commu-
nity engagement.
 Our locally elected bodies are 
conscientious about doing the 
people’s business in the light of 
day. I recognize that the idea 
of greater transparency can be 
uncomfortable. I also recognize 
that change can be difficult. 
Over the past few weeks, board 
members have put forth seem-
ingly rational justifications for 
not wanting to televise their 
meetings. However, having 
access to video tapings of rel-
evant meetings would be very 
helpful. As a preferred option, 
Web-casting, and content-on-
demand, would be great for 
all elected bodies to seriously 

consider adopting.
 Local city councils have 
recently chosen to migrate to 
Web-casting and online media 
storage of relevant content. 
Mountain View, Los Altos, 
and Los Altos Hills, along with 
other like-minded communi-
ties, are helping to lead the way 
for greater public accessibility 
to local civic government.
 The high school board mem-
bers mentioned they have not 
received much community 
interest in having their meetings 
videotaped or telecast. At least 
two board members have 
expressed a willingness to con-
sider the idea. If you are inter-
ested in sharing your opinion on 
this matter, I encourage you to 
reach out to them. To obtain the 
board members’ contact infor-
mation, go to www.mvla.net 
and click on “District Office,” 
then “Board of Trustees.” V

David Casas is a Los Altos 
City Council member.

It is my hope that we can increase 
public accessibility to all meetings as 
we collectively strive for maximum 

community engagement.

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N
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Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

By Sheila Himmel

At a time of downsized 
spending and upwelling 
concerns about health, 

what are we to make of a new 
restaurant in downtown Palo 
Alto featuring all-you-can-eat 
meat at $44 a pop? 
 First of all, restaurants take a long 
time being born. Pampas was con-
ceived in a flusher era, and money 
has been well spent on design. It’s a 
beautiful, soaring three-level space, 
sculpted into four dining areas and 
a bar/lounge. One quirk is that the 
double doors in front aren’t the 
front door. At least on my two visits, 

we entered stage left.  
 Second, Pampas is a theatri-
cal experience. The lobby, if you 
think of it that way, is handsomely 
appointed with a black walnut bar, 
lounge chairs and drop lights.
 With Patagonia next door, this 
strip of Alma Street could be called 
Little Lower South America. At a 
steakhouse set to a Latin beat, you 
may hear “The Girl from Ipanema” 
in the background. This area works 
nicely as a place to meet friends.
 Then you go in for the show, the 
rodizio, featuring servers called 
passadors wielding tall skewers of 

Meat and greet 
at Pampas

BRAZILIAN STEAKHOUSE PUTS ON LUXURIOUS SHOW

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

Bar 650.961.1992
C A L L  F O R  P A R T I E S

Office 650.961.9104
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
PagePage

Watch the Watch the 
NBA FINALSNBA FINALS
on on HD HD 
LargeLarge

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

✦ ✦ ✦

Daily Lunch Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

Screen TV's!Screen TV's!

FULL SAND 
VOLLEYBALL COURT

$5.99 ANGUS 
h a n d m a d e 

BURGER
with Fries, Side Salad & Fountain Drink
OFFER VALID MON-FRI 4PM-CLOSE / SAT & SUN ALL DAY/ SAT & SUN ALL DAY

Treat GourmetTreat Gourmet  ICE CREAM 

HAPPY HOUR
 99¢/ scoop

OFFER VALID MON-FRI 5-6PM
SAT & SUN 2-3PM

ShorelineShoreline GRILL 
1020 N. Rengstorff Ave, Suite C, Mountain View

NEXT TO COSTCO • (650) 960-1218
Present coupon for discount. Expires 7/28/08

UNDER NEW 

MANAGEMENT

800 California Street  #100 (x Street Castro)  •  650.960.3802

I N D I A N  R E S T A U R A N T  &  B A R

Sunday  –  Appetizers  –  1/2 OFF

Monday  –  Margaritas  –  1/2 OMonday  –  Margaritas  –  1/2 OFF

Tuesday  –  Beers  –  1/2 OTuesday  –  Beers  –  1/2 OFF

Wednesday  –  Wines  –  1/2 OWednesday  –  Wines  –  1/2 OFF

Thursday  –  Cocktails  –  1/2 OThursday  –  Cocktails  –  1/2 OFF

Sunday – Appetizers – 1/2 OSunday – Appetizers – 1/2 OFFFF

Spring Fever NightsSpring Fever Nights

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

12 Years 
in a Row

  Continued on next page

MARJAN SADOUGHI

A plate of vegetable empanadas served in Pampas restaurant in Palo Alto.
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Your local neighborhood Tavern and Family Restaurant
Corner of State & 4th Streets 

650-917-8777
Downtown Los Altos

www.maltbys.com

(Not valid for takeout–Dinner Only)

Meatloaf Meatloaf 
MondaysMondays

FAMILY

OPERATED

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!!!Open 7 daysa week!

25TH ANNIVERSARY!
25% OFF
ENTIRE BILL

1407 El Camino Real, Mountain View
www.elpasocafe.com

 
650-961-8858

rrs TM

Includes drinks. Not valid with 
any other of fer. Must present coupon.

Expires July 27th.

EXPLORE OUR NEW SITE 

MountainViewOnline.com/real_estate

OPEN HOMES
 plus 

Interactive
MAPS

HOMES for SALE
plus

Prior Sale Info
& More

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for 

Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 14 years 

in a row 
as reported in the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

FREE Slice of Pie* Included with 

DINNER SPECIALSDINNER SPECIALS$$12129999
plus tax

4710 El Camino Real, Los Altos (just south of San Antonio)
650-941-6989

Marie Callender’s
L O S  A LT O S

Entrees include cornbread and your choice of soup or salad.Entrees include cornbread and your choice of soup or salad.
*(excludes fresh fruit and cheesecake) valid through July 15th (5pm-Closing Sun-Thurs)

Fresh StrawberryFresh Strawberry
Banana Cream PieBanana Cream Pie

$$10109999
+tin deposit

Off er 
good from 
July 1 - 31

SUMMER HOURS: WE CLOSE ONE HOUR LATER! 
Mon-Thurs: 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat: 11am-11pm, Sun: 10am-10pm

14 oz Ribeye Steak $19.00111141444441111144414411441144441141144 4411114444444414111144411444411144 oozozozoooozzozozzzooozzzzozoozzzzoz z oozzzz ozozz RRibRibRRiiibbbbbRRibRRibRRRRRRiibRibbbbbbRibbRRRiibibbRRiRiRRiibibbbbbRRibRiRibbbRibRibbbRR bRRibbRRibRRiibbbRR bbbR bRR eyeeyeeyeyyeeeeeeyeyeeeyeeeyeyyyeeeeyyyeeyeyyeeeeyeyyyeyeeeyeeyeyeeyeeyyeeeeyeeyeeeeeeyeyyyyyyyyyyy SSSSttttSStSSSSStttSSttttSSStttSStttSStttSStttStSttttSSt SSSSttStt keaeakaakkkkkkeaeaeakkeakeaakakkkkkkkeeeeaakkkkkeeeeaeaakkkeeakkkke kkkeakeaeakkkkeakeakaakkeeaakkkkeeakeakeak $$$11111$$$$1$1111$11 $1$1$$1$1$1$1 $1$1$$1$ $1 $ $$$$$$$ 9999 09 0009 09.00099999999 0000099 009.099 0999 000999.0999 09.09 09.0.09.0099 099 0000000000000000000000000

14 14 oz Ribeye Steak $19.00oz Ribeye Steak $19.00

VOICE

Grilled to Perfection!Grilled to Perfection!

afghan
Paradise Afghan/Persian Kabobs
604 S. Mary Avenue
(at El Camino Real)
Sunnyvale 408/733-5262
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.paradiseafganpersiankabobs.com

american

Clarkes Charcoal Broiler
615 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

Hobee’s Restaurants
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View. 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

Marie Callendar's
4710 El Camino Real 
(just south of San Antonio) 
650/941-6989

Sports Page
1431 Plymouth Street 
(exit at Shoreline off 101)
Mtn. View. 650/961-1992

chinese
Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Road, 
on the corner of El Camino, Los 
Altos. 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in Fresh
Chinese Cuisine.”

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Drive, 
Mtn. View. 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

french
Le Petit Bistro
1405 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

mexican
Celia's Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto. 650/843-0643
1850 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park. 650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Fiesta Del Mar- Seafood,
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mtn. View. 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

mexican
Fiesta Del Mar Too
Rotisserie & Cantina
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas, 
Open Late.

La Fiesta Restaurant
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

pizza
Kapp's Pizza Bar & Grill
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View, 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

tex-mex
El Paso Cafe
1407 El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View. 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

ice cream
Gelato Classico
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View. 650/969-2900

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Britt Callaway at the Voice at 964-6300

dining town
on the

Grand Opening

hot meat. This type of restaurant, 
the Brazilian churrascaria (shoo-
ras-kar-ia) has touched down else-
where in the Bay Area, and in cities 
such as Memphis and Houston. (A 
similar Pampas in Las Vegas is no 
relation to Palo Alto’s Pampas.) The 
actual pampas are the grass-cov-
ered plains of Argentina, Uruguay 
and Brazil, where the tradition of 
rotisserie meats derives from cow-
boys and their campfires.
 For my dining companion, I 
drafted an experienced churrasco 
hand, an Argentinean woman who 
remembers being astounded by the 
size of the hunks of meat when her 
family went to these restaurants. “I 
wondered if this was the whole cow 
— or horse — they were putting 
on my plate,” she said. 
 Pampas’ servings are daintier, 
but unlimited. Hygiene is an 
important detail. Each meat server 
comes around with a vertical spit 
fitted into a drip pan. He slices, you 
grab, with a little set of tongs.
 Servers advise going the whole 
rodizio route your first time out, 
so you can see what you like. 
Well, of course. The side bar is 
$27 by itself. If you’re spending 
that much, adding $17 for your 
heart’s delight of high-quality 
meat seems almost a no-brainer. 
As with the way Starbucks prices 

its coffee, you can’t help but real-
ize that upsizing is a better deal.
 The side bar buffet is overwhelm-
ing, but is it dinner? If you paid 
$27 for a hotel buffet, you’d expect 
shrimp, prime rib, hot plates and 
cold plates. At Pampas, all the buffet 
plates are room temperature. 
 My expert gave high marks to 
the signature feijoada, despite the 
cold plates. The buffet’s Brazilian 
side stars this spicy, smoky black-
bean stew, spooned over rice and 
traditionally served with shredded 
kale, hearts of palm, orange slices 
and hot peppers. Sprinkle with 
farofa, toasted manioc flour. 
 Among the buffet’s 30 dishes, 
I’d also recommend the grilled 
peaches topped with mozzarella, 
tamarind flavored meat balls, 
smoked trout, charcuterie meats, 
caramelized onions and a couple 
of the potato dishes. In two visits, 
I still wasn’t able to try everything. 
The fixings for green salad are 
light years from Fresh Choice. 
There’s pasta salad, tabbouleh, 
fresh fruit and grilled vegetables. 
 The hot/cold problem came 
up there, too. Another diner in 
line complained that the grilled 
veggies were cold. 
 When you’re done grazing the 
buffet, turn the hockey puck on 
your table from its red side to 

  See PAMPAS, page 20

  Continued from previous page
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THE NATIONALLY-ACCLAIMED THEATRE OF SILICON VALLEY

A GRIPPING NEW DRAMA

By John Patrick Shanley

Directed by
Vickie Rozell & Robert Kelley

July 16–August 10
Lucie Stern Theatre, Palo Alto

PULITZER PRIZE FOR DRAMA &
TONY AWARD BEST PLAY 2005
One of the great plays of the decade, this riveting clash of 
conscience and conviction turns the stuff of headlines into
exquisite, engrossing drama. When she suspects a popular 
and dedicated priest of misconduct with a student, Sister
Aloysius takes matters into her own hands. But doubt thwarts
all assumptions in this ambiguous mystery, clouding truth 
with complexity, and righteousness with remorse.

DON’T MISS IT! CALL TODAY!

650.903.6000 
www.theatreworks.org
KIMBERLY KING & CASSIDY BROWN IN DOUBT / PHOTO BY DAVID ALLEN

DOUBT
a parable

“#1 show of the year. 
A terrific new play with 
astonishing theatricality.”
Associated Press

green, signaling Rodizio Time. 
Soon you will hear, “My name 
is Joe and I’ll be your lamb pas-
sador tonight.” Or it could be tri-
tip, pork tenderloin, sirloin filet, 
linguica, turkey breast wrapped 
in smoked bacon, skirt steak, 
chicken legs and thighs, and a few 
others. We were there over two 
hours, and didn’t see all 14 meats, 
but we saw more than enough. 
 At my first visit, the meats were 
over-salted and therefore less dis-
tinguishable. The second time, 
all but a tough skirt steak were 
delicious, especially lamb with 
balsamic sauce, tri-tip and dry-
rubbed pork. They ranged from 
medium-rare to medium-well.
 Off the meat trail, Pampas offers 
four seafood skewers, ranging from 
$11 to $20, and a couple of entrees. 
Beautiful Alaskan halibut ($28) 
was two inches tall, accompanied 
by shoestring curly fries, snap peas 
and a luxurious citrus buerre blanc. 
The vegetarian entree ($18) is “gar-
banzo stew with eggplant, tomato, 
ginger and couscous.” It’s hard 
to figure a way these ingredients, 
stewed, could add up to $18. Also 
there’s a ribeye steak ($36) and duck 
breast ($29). With all these, add $12 
if you want the buffet. 
 Pampas’ children’s menu features 
chicken fingers ($9), steak sand-
wich ($10), and the rodizio ($15), 
soda and ice cream included. If the 
young person in your group gets 
bored, a DVD player is available. 
 If someone in your group has 
hearing issues, you might mention 
it when making a reservation. The 
noise level varies tremendously.
 The lunch version of Pampas 
includes salads, sandwiches, an 
$18 buffet and a $28 rodizio.
 Dessert, anyone? The chocolate 
torte ($9) is small but memorable, 
with a scoop of caramel ice cream, 
and weirdly good bacon Brazil nut 
toffee. A microscopic line of 
creme fraiche sauce, described by 
the server as a reduction, connects 
toffee to torte. V  

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations 
 Credit Cards 
 Alcohol 
 Takeout 
 Highchairs 
  Wheelchair Access 
 Banquet 
 Catering 
 Outdoor Seating 
 Noise Level  medium-

loud

 Bathroom Cleanliness excellent

 Parking street & lot

PAMPAS
529 Alma St., Palo Alto
(650) 327-1323
www.pampaspaloalto.com

HOURS: 
Lunch: Weekdays 11:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Dinner: Monday-Thursday 
5:30-9:30 p.m., Friday-
Saturday 5-10:30 p.m., 
Sunday 5-9 p.m.

PAMPAS
  Continued from page 19

V

MARJAN SADOUGHI

Pampas restaurant waiter Selbi Flores serves ham and pineapple 
from a skewer.
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Weekend

300 (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: Sat. at 10 p.m. 
BLADE RUNNER (R) (NOT REVIEWED) 

Century 16: Fri. at 10 p.m.

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE CASPIAN (PG) 
(NOT REVIEWED) Century 12: 1 & 4:20 p.m.

ENCOUNTERS AT THE END (G) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Guild: 2, 5, 7:30 & 10 p.m.

FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (R) (NOT REVIEWED)
Century 12: 1:50 & 7:35 p.m. 

GET SMART (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 
Century 16: 11:05 a.m.; 1:50, 4:30, 7:10 & 9:55 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:40 & 10:35 p.m. 

GONZO (NOT RATED) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Aquarius: 1:30, 4:30, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. 

HANCOCK (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Century 16: 11 & 11:35 a.m.; 12:10, 12:45, 1:25, 2, 2:35, 3:10, 3:50, 4:20, 
4:55, 5:30, 6:15, 6:50, 7:25, 8, 8:40, 9:15, 9:50 & 10:25 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:10, 11:25 & 11:50 p.m.; 12:15, 12:40, 1:05, 1:30, 1:50, 
2:15, 2:35, 3:05, 3:30, 3:55, 4:15, 4:35, 5:05, 5:30, 5:55, 6:20, 6:35, 7:05, 
7:25, 7:55, 8:20, 8:45, 9:05, 9:25, 9:55 & 10:15 p.m.

THE HAPPENING (R) ✭1/2 CENTURY 12: 7:40 & 10:15 p.m.

HELLBOY 2: THE GOLDEN ARMY (PG-13) (NOT 
REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 12:50, 1:55, 3:45, 4:50, 6:40, 
7:35, 9:20 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 12:10, 1, 2, 2:55, 3:50, 
4:50, 5:45, 6:40, 7:40, 8:35, 9:30 & 10:30 p.m. 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Century 12: 1:20, 3:35, 
4:30, 7:20, 10:05 & 10:35 p.m.  

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL 
SKULL (PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 3:40 & 10:15 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:10 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:35 & 10:30 p.m.  

IRON MAN (PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 9 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:30, 3:30, 7:10 & 10:10 p.m. 

JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH (PG) ✭✭ 
Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:20, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:40 p.m. 
Century 12: Noon, 1:10, 2:30, 3:45, 5, 6:15, 7:30, 8:45 & 10 p.m. 

KIT KITTREDGE: AN AMERICAN GIRL (G) (NOT 
REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 1:45 & 4:15 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:10, 1:30, 2:45, 4, 5:15, 6:30, 7:50, 9 & 10:20 p.m. 

KUNG FU PANDA (PG) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:40, 
4:05 & 6:35 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:45, 4:10, 6:50 & 9:10 p.m. 

THE LOVE GURU (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Century 12: 4:40 & 10:25 p.m. 

MEET DAVE (PG) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Century 16: 12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:45 & 10:10 p.m. 
Century 12: 12:20, 1:40, 3, 4:10, 5:30, 7, 8, 9:30 & 10:30 p.m.  

MONGOL (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 
7:30 & 10:20 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:15, 7 & 9:50 p.m.  

SEX AND THE CITY (R) ✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:25 & 7:05 p.m. 
Century 20: 12:50, 4, 7:10 & 10:15 p.m.  

TELL NO ONE (NOT RATED) ✭✭✭1/2 
Guild: 1:30, 4:15, 7 & 9:45 p.m. 

THE VISITOR (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:30, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m. 

WALL-E (G) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 11 & 11:45 a.m.; 12:35, 1:35, 
2:25, 3:05, 4:10, 5, 5:35, 7, 7:30, 8:05, 9:35 & 10:35 p.m. Century 20: 
11:20 a.m.; 12:05, 12:55, 1:55, 2:40, 3:25, 4:25, 5:10, 6, 7, 7:50, 8:35, 9:30 
& 10:20 p.m. 

WANTED (R) ✭✭✭✭ Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:30, 5:10, 6:45, 
7:50, 9:25 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m. 12:30, 1:20, 2:20, 3:10, 
4:05, 5, 5:50, 6:45, 7:45, 8:30, 9:20 &10:25 p.m.  

YOU DON’T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN (PG-13) (NOT 
REVIEWED) Century 12: 12:50 & 7:15 p.m. 

NOW PLAYING

HANCOCK
✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Will Smith 
delivers a pitch-perfect performance as 
John Hancock: a grungy, sodden super-
hero whose dubious rescue tactics are 
not looked upon kindly by the increas-
ingly aggravated residents of Los Ange-
les. Hancock is faster than a speeding 
bullet and able to leap tall buildings in 
a single bound but suffers from deep 
feelings of rejection stemming from 
an 80-year-long bout of amnesia and 
the fact that he was abandoned at a 
Miami hospital in the mid-1920s. As the 
tetchy Angelenos rebuff Hancock he 
rebuffs back, his slipshod do-gooding 
resulting in felony destruction and some 
600 subpoenas for civil suits. Not your 
run-of-the-mill superhero. There’s a core 
of vulnerability under that hefty psycho-
logical armor and image consultant Ray 
Embrey (Jason Bateman) is determined 
to polish Hancock to an amicable shine. 
Humor is laced with sorrow as Hancock 
strives to interface with the community 
and mold himself into an upbeat people 
person, losing his emotional footing 
time and time again. Rated: PG-13 for 
intense action, violence and language. 
1 hour, 35 minutes. — J.A. 

WALL-E ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) WALL-E 
(a.k.a. Waste Allocation Load Lifter 
Earth-Class) is the last robot left on the 
depressing dystopia that is Earth, steadi-
ly cleaning up superfluous trash while 
the population has lifted off on Axiom, 
a state-of-the-art home away from 
home. WALL-E’s days are spent crushing 
mountains of garbage into controllable 
cubes, collecting intriguing curiosities 
and watching and re-watching a bat-
tered VHS copy of “Hello Dolly!” That 
tiresome routine is turned upside down 
with the arrival of EVE, a fetching, egg-
shaped probe sent to Earth to determine 
its tenuous life-sustaining status. Sparks 
fly, and how. WALL-E shows off his col-
lection to impress the impenetrable EVE, 
all beautifully sans dialogue. High-tech 
hell breaks loose when EVE is beamed 
back up to the Axiom and a lovesick 
WALL-E stows away on her transport. 
As seen from his eyes, the Mother Ship 
is the ultimate nightmare in technologi-
cally advanced. It’s best not to dig too 
deep into “WALL-E’s” narrative as much 
goes unexplained and its dramatic 
mysteries are shrouded in stunning visu-
als and the titular hero’s search for the 
perfect love match. But “WALL-E” isn’t 
lacking a social conscience; it passes 
politically correct judgment on waste, 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (369-3456)

 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  

SPANGENBERG THEATRE: 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto (354-8263) 
For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the 

Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

✭ Skip it   
✭✭ Some redeeming qualities  
✭✭✭ A good bet 
✭✭✭✭ Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.

■ M O V I E T I M E S

■  M O V I E R E V I E W S

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth,  T.H.-Tyler Hanley

■  M O V I E C R I T I C S

Sat

Fri

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

PREPARED TABLESIDE
 Unique Flambé Entreés
 Spinach & Caesar Salads
 Cherries Jubilee

 

Tues-Thurs: Yelena on Grand Piano
Fri: 6pm–9:30pm Tibor & Yelena 
strolling Gypsy Violin

Sat: Kaye Devrie & Friends

1st Sat of the month - Opera, 
Broadway & Italian Love songs

2nd Sat of the month - Smooth 
Contemporary vocals

3rd Sat of the month - 
Instrumental Trio with 
Dancing

4th Sat of the month - 
Jazz and Standards

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale
Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

PRIME RIB & SEAFOOD

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

 ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

New Saffron

2700 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040
650.948.0123  Fax 650.948.0125

35 to 40 
item 
Lunch 
Buffet 

everyday

FREE DINNER 
Buy 1 dinner entree & receive  

2nd entree  of equal or lesser value 
FREE 

Must present coupon, limit 2 coupons per table
Expires 7/31/08     Not valid on FRI or SAT

FREE 
Delivery 

on  
orders  

of $10000  
or more

OPEN IN MOUNTAIN VIEW
North & South Indian Restaurant & Bar

Mediterranean 
Grill House

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990   Fax: 650.625.9991

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or 
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised, 

corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.
  See MOVIES, page 23
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Arts&Events

• Sign up at www.tourdemenlo.com

TOUR de MENLO

A 
great 
bike 
ride! 

Saturday Aug.16

 65 & 35 mile Ride

8 or 9 a.m. start at 

Menlo-Atherton 

High School

MV

Friday•July 18•7:00 PM
Meet YA author Steve Kluger,r discussing My Most 
Excellent Year:  A Novel of Love, Mary Poppins 
and Fenway Park, a big, warmhearted tale told by 
three teens completing an English assignment.

Palo Alto•855 El Camino Real•650-321-0600

Thursday•July 24•7:30 PM
Meet Anita Amirrezvani discussing her mesmer
izing historical novel, The Blood of Flowers, ans
ill-fated young woman’s gift as a rug designe
transforms her life in 17th-century Isfahan.

Mountain View•301 Castro St•650-428-1234

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust 

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®
We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 

lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 
provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

Kyle & Koko

Homeland insecurity 
FAMILY GRAPPLES WITH IRAQ WAR IN 

PEAR AVENUE THEATRE’S ‘HOMELAND PRAYER’

By Alexa Tondreau

About halfway through 
“Homeland Prayer,” cur-
rently playing at the Pear 

Avenue Theatre, I began to feel 
that watching this heart-wrench-
ing drama of war and grief was 
a wholly incongruous way to 
spend a summer day.
 With the sun blazing outside 
on a Sunday afternoon, the Pear’s 
theater space had grown toasty 
warm (the air conditioner is too 
loud to run during performanc-
es), and the discomfort of the 
heat, coupled with the generally 
heavy tone of the production, 
made me wish for some lighter 
fare just then.
 But soon the feeling passed. 
After all, I realized, the families of 
fallen or wounded soldiers don’t 
have the luxury of choosing the 
time or place of their suffering.
 “Homeland Prayer” is effective 
precisely because its themes are 
so timely. The play tells the story 
of a Midwestern family pushed 
to the brink by the return of their 
severely wounded son from the 
Iraq war. This story is not about 
the soldier’s experience but rather 
focuses on the drama that plays 
out as family members confront 
each other — and themselves — 
in the face of terrible loss amidst 
a controversial war.
 As each of the soldier’s family 
members — mother, father, sister 
and wife — grapple with their 
grief, doubt and guilt, complex 
family dynamics play out, and 
the past (as is expected) rears its 
ugly head. In this play, acting is 
all. Events transpire mainly in 
the confines of the family farm’s 
kitchen, so the restrictions on 
the setting and tiny increments 
of the plot’s forward movement 
make the performances all the 
more important.
 The central character is played 
by Bill C. Jones as the patriarch 
Darden. His is arguably the most 
nuanced character, and his pow-
erful performance does justice to 
playwright Jeff Carter’s writing. 
Jones is haunted, funny, cynical 
and violently angry. He is easily 
the most likable character, in large 
part because he feels familiar. 
Underlying all of his words and 
actions is an anger that builds 
and finally climaxes in one of the 
play’s best scenes. Jones’ perfor-
mance alone is worth a viewing 
of “Homeland Prayer.”
 Mary Moore, as his wife Lynn, 
puts in a solid performance as 
a mother refusing to believe in 
anything but the best outcome. 

My primary complaint here 
would be less with Moore’s 
performance and more with the 
writing itself. I wondered at cer-
tain junctures how much time 
Carter — who is building some 
major traction as a significant 
American playwright — had 
actually spent in the Midwest. 
 For instance, I don’t think 
Midwestern moms spend as 
much time cajoling their family 
members to eat donuts and drink 
coffee in times of hardship as this 
one does. The obsession with 
eating food and getting rest and 
fetching coffee as a balm for the 
spirit went way too far.
 I’m also not sure that being a 
person of devout Christian faith 
necessarily implies that one lives 
in denial or refuses to see the 
complexity of war. The character 
of Lynn would have been more 
interesting had she seemed less like 
our stereotype of a Midwestern 
Christian mother and more like a 
typical person struggling to make 
sense of things. It didn’t surprise 
me much to learn that Carter — 
who won the prestigious John 
Gassner Memorial Award in 2007 
for “Homeland Prayer” — hails 
from the Bay Area.
 Even so, we Americans don’t 

see much real footage from the 
Iraq war on television, and we 
rarely, if ever, see a dead or 
wounded soldier. Missing too 
from our national discourse are 
the voices of those who have lost 
their family and their friends. If 
“Homeland Prayer” is the only 
type of remedy to this blatant 
cultural amnesia, then it’s better 
— much, much better — than 
nothing at all.   V

COURTESY PHOTO

Mary Moore, Bill C. Jones and Tanya Dargel in “Homeland Prayer”

What: 
The Pear Avenue Theatre presents 
“Homeland Prayer” by Jeff Carter

When: 
Thursdays to Saturdays 8 p.m., 
Sundays 2 p.m., through July 13

Where: 
The Pear Avenue Theatre, 
1220 Pear Avenue, Unit K, 
Mountain View

Cost: 
Seniors and students $20; 
general $25

Info: 
Visit www.thepear.org or 
call (650) 254-1148
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gluttony, instant gratification and global 
warming. Beautifully executed with a 
wink and a nudge, “WALL-E” is a film 
with heart. Rated: G for good for all 
audiences. 1 hour, 37 minutes. — J.A. 

WANTED ✭✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 20) The humdrum 
life is starting to wear on Wesley Gibson 
(James McAvoy). His boss berates him 
at every turn, he suffers from over-
powering headaches, and his girlfriend 

is having an affair with his best pal. 
Wesley desperately needs an injec-
tion of adventure. Enter Fox (Angelina 
Jolie), a tattooed assassin who disrupts 
Wesley’s monotony to tell him about the 
murder of his estranged father, one of 
the world’s most dangerous killers. In a 
flash, Wesley’s life goes from mundane 
to deadly as he’s introduced to a secre-
tive assassins’ guild called the Fraternity 
and its leader, Sloan (Morgan Freeman). 
What’s more, it looks like Wesley has 
inherited some of the almost-paranor-
mal skills his father was known for. 
But a rogue member of the Fraternity 
(Thomas Kretschmann as Cross) seems 
intent on eliminating the world’s elite 

assassins, and he appears to have Wes-
ley directly in his crosshairs. Simultane-
ously groundbreaking and breathtaking, 
“Wanted” is more than just one of the 
best films of 2008 — it’s one of the 
best action movies ever made. Rated: R 
for strong bloody violence throughout, 
pervasive language and some sexuality. 
1 hour, 53 minutes. — T.H. 

GET SMART ✭✭1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Smart (Steve 
Carell) is one of the top analysts at 
CONTROL, the ultra-secret U.S. spy 
agency whose headquarters are housed 
beneath a museum and accessed 
through the iconic long corridor of 

clanging, automatic steel doors and 
phone-booth elevator featured in the 
television series. Max dreams of being 
promoted to the exciting life of a field 
agent — like the much-admired Agent 
23 (Dwayne Johnson). His dreams 
become a reality when KAOS, the crime 
syndicate led by the cold-blooded Sieg-
fried (Terence Stamp), attacks the cen-
tral office. Unlike Inspector Clouseau or 
Mr. Bean, Maxwell Smart is no bumbler. 
The newly numbered Agent 86 is simply 
an intelligent man with a steep learning 
curve. The Chief (Alan Arkin) partners 
him with the accomplished Agent 99 
(Anne Hathaway), who reluctantly 
heads on a mission to Moscow with him 

in hopes of foiling the KAOS operatives 
(including Kenneth Davitian) and their 
weapons of mass destruction. You’ll 
have a better time if you don’t expect 
this re-imagined work to resemble the 
original. The phone shoe does fit Carell, 
and he wears it well. Rated: PG-13 for 
some rude humor, action violence and 
language. 1 hour, 50 minutes.  — S.T. 

Weekend
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Read more reviews online at
www.PaloAltoOnline.com.
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  Continued from page 21
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Sunnyvale Senior Center Lecture Series
Wednesday,

 
June 23, 1-2 p.m.

Sunnyvale Senior Center - 500 E. Remington Dr.
Presented by Emily Riske, Health Resource Center coordinator.
You do not need to be a member of the Senior Center to a�end. 

Family First Aid
Monday, July 14, 6 - 9 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $45
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.

Mind-Body Stress Management 
Begins Monday, July 14, 7 - 9 p.m. (Three part series)
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $90
For more information or to reserve your space, visit  
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373. 

Making the Most of Your Doctor Visit

“For Your Health” Community Lecture Series
Wednesday, July  23, 7 - 8 p.m.
Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456. W. Olive Ave
Presented by Karen Handy, MPH
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 408-523-3295.

I Think I Can, I Think I Can, I Know 
I Can (All About Behavior Change)

For more information call 408-730-7380. 

Health Education Highlights

Sunnyvale Senior Center Lecture Series
Wednesday,

 
June 23, 1-2 p.m.

Sunnyvale Senior Center - 500 E. Remington Dr.
Presented by Emily Riske, Health Resource Center coordinator.
You do not need to be a member of the Senior Center to a�end. 

Making the Most of Your Doctor Visit

“For Your Health” Community Lecture Series
Wednesday, July  23, 7 - 8 p.m.
Sunnyvale City Council Chambers, 456. W. Olive Ave
Presented by Karen Handy, MPH
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 408-523-3295.

I Think I Can, I Think I Can, I Know 
I Can (All About Behavior Change)

For more information call 408-730-7380. 

Family First Aid
Monday, July 14, 6 - 9 p.m.
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $45
For more information or to reserve your space, visit 
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373.

Mind-Body Stress Management 
Begins Monday, July 14, 7 - 9 p.m. (Three part series)
Mountain View Center, 701 E. El Camino Real
Third Floor Conference Rooms 
Cost: $90
For more information or to reserve your space, visit  
caminomedical.org/healtheducation or call 650-934-7373. 

Sunnyvale Senior Center Lecture Series 
g f

“For Your Health” Community Lecture Series


