
By Daniel DeBolt

Eight of the nine City Council candidates 
fielded tough questions at a forum Monday 
night, which covered special tax districts, 

police oversight and other subjects.
 The forum was organized by the League of Wom-
en Voters and co-sponsored by the local chapter of 
the American Association of University Women. 
Candidate Tracy Gordon did not attend.
 The candidates were asked if they were willing 

to have the city relinquish millions in tax 
revenue to local schools, currently with-

held as part of two special revitalization 
districts.
 Former council member Mike 
Kasperzak first explained where the 
districts were, one encompassing 
the downtown and the other cover-

ing Shoreline Park and nearby office 
buildings such as the Googleplex. He 

said the Shoreline district was particu-
larly important, and added that 
while he was on the council a 
resolution was passed that gave 
local schools a portion of the tax 
revenue. 
 “We have a landfill there that has 
cost a lot to maintain,” Kasperzak 
said about Shoreline. “It allows us 
to have the great park we have at 
Shoreline.”
 Alicia Crank said the issue was 
a “toughie” because she was con-

cerned that schools may not be getting their share 
of the city’s taxes. 
 As the Bay level rises, the Shoreline area may need 
even more of that tax money to deal with flooding, 
said Laura Macias. But the downtown district tax, 
which Macias says will expire in 2010 unless the 
council renews it, may be ending “at the right time.” 
Chris Clark also said he would consider ending the 
downtown tax district.
 “I haven’t heard anyone [from the schools] say 
they are unhappy about it,” said Tom Means, who 

By Casey Weiss

A public forum last week for high school district 
board hopefuls turned into a contest of old 
versus new, with incumbents Susan Sweeley and 

Phil Faillace endorsing each other as the candidates best 
qualified to add to the foundation they have already 
helped build. 
 Colin Rudolph, the challenger, said the board could 
use a fresh outlook, especially when it comes to bring-
ing innovative technology to the campuses and build-
ing community partnerships. 
 This is the first contested election in 10 
years for the Mountain View-Los Altos 
High School District board, with the 
three candidates running for two open 
seats. 
 After short opening statements at 
the Los Altos library on Monday, Oct. 
1, the candidates took questions from 
the audience about the achievement 
gap, budget challenges and term limits. 
The local League of Women Voters 
and local branch of the American 
Association of University Women 
sponsored the forum.
 In their opening statements, Fail-
lace and Sweeley both identified the 
same accomplishments of the board 
during the last decade, including 
making advanced placement classes 
available to more students, bringing 
a technology and media academy to 
the district and helping to narrow 
the achievement gap of underrepresented students. 
Faillace, who owns his own software company, joined 
the board in 1996, and Sweeley, a real estate agent, 
joined in 2000. 
 “The diversity of our students creates challenges,” 
Sweeley said. “We have made successes, but I am not 
done yet.”
 Colin Rudolph, an account executive in the high-tech 
industry, reminded voters of the importance of this 
contested election during his opening remarks.
 “Mountain View-Los Altos High School District has 
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School board hopefuls 
discuss budget, term limits 

and achievement gap

  See SCHOOL DEBATE, page 10

COLLEEN CUMMINS 

Two kinds of depression
ECONOMIC ILLS LEAD TO STRESS, PARTICULARLY 

AMONG ADOLESCENTS AND ELDERLY
By Casey Weiss

Since stocks started tum-
bling late last month, Judith 
Webb has been cutting way 

back on shopping trips, visiting 
only her local 
grocery store to 
buy necessities. 
 Webb, 65, 
works for 
Avenidas, a 
local senior 
care organization with branches 
in Mountain View and Palo 
Alto. Like her, many other senior 
citizens have been rolling back 
expenses, she said, as they wait 

to see what happens with the 
economy.
 “There is so much uncertain-
ty,” Webb said. “We are all in a 
state of anxiety.”
 While the nation’s attention is 

on the finan-
cial sector, 
staffers at local 
agencies say 
the economic 
problems are 
having direct 

psychological effects, particu-
larly on seniors and adolescents, 
who worry about the hardships 

  See DEPRESSION, page 12

THE PERFECT SKIPPING STONE
Adam and Joseph Tadros play at Shoreline Park last week.

“We are all in a state 
of anxiety.”

■  V O T E R ’ S  G U I D E

■  E N D O R S E M E N T S

A rundown of local candidates 
and issues on the Nov. 4 

ballot. Page 21

The Voice picks its favorites. 
Page 14

Council candidates field 
a few hardballs from 

League of Women Voters

  See COUNCIL DEBATE, page 9

Debate season is here
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ALBERTO
ONCE HELD BACK 
BY WEIGHT 
CURRENTLY: 
DIVES RIGHT IN

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

© 2007 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
At 13 years old, Alberto was one of more than 2 million overweight kids in this country. 
The good news is, he chose to do something about it.

Since he enrolled in the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program last year, Alberto has 
lost over 30 pounds and is now an active and healthy kid. Rather than focus solely on 
calorie intake and weight loss, our program helps families maintain lifelong healthy eating 
and exercise habits. In fact, Alberto’s mom was so inspired, she lost 12 pounds herself.

Alberto is still headed toward his weight goals. The way we see it, his loss is truly 
his gain. To find out more about the Packard Pediatric Weight Control 
Program call 650 -725 - 4424 or visit pediatricweightcontrol.lpch.org.

1877_LPCH_Alberto_PAWeekly.indd   1 7/24/07   11:26:05 AM



Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Kelly Truong.

“ I think the economy is 
probably number one on 
everyone’s mind.”

  Vladimir Tetelbaum, Redwood City

“ I think the economy. My friend 
was just laid off his job recently, 
and it’s affected his life.”

  Peng Wu, San Jose

“ I’m sure everyone’s concerned 
about the economy, but I think 
foreign policy is equally impor-
tant. We really have become very 
unpopular throughout the world 
thanks to preemptive policy 
and the Bush Doctrine.”

  Cheryl Powers, Mountain View 

“ Creating green businesses that 
keep money local, and not giving 
money to Wall Street.”

  Craig Marquardt, Sunnyvale

“ The economy, probably. Someone 
has to take charge of things and 
fix it. We have to start a new era 
after the last eight years.”

  Claudia Blas, Redwood City

What do you think is the most 
important political issue in 

the upcoming election?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

FREE
EXAM

NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INCLUDES EXAM & X-RAYS!

Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply. 

Offer Good for 60 Days.

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
A $99.00 VALUE!

FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam, 
X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Are you past due for your check-up and cleaning?

w w w. S m i l e s D e n t a l . c o m

· Service – At smiles dental, we believe 
in treating our patients to the best of 
dentistry and technology with fi rst class 
personal service. 

· Passionate – Our skilled team is 
passionate about helping our patients 
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

· Smiles – Our offi ce is equipped 
with the latest technology to help you 
achieve the mile you deserve. 

Dr. William Hall & Dr. Peri Eilers

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View 

(Corner of El Camino and Calderon)
650.964.2626

MIKE’S ENDORESMENTS (Partial List)

Nancy Noe
Former Vice Mayor

Randall Stock
Maria Lange
Library Board of Trustees

Ed Mussman II
Parks and Recreation Commission 

Ken Rosenberg
Old Mountain View Neighborhood Assn.

Bruce Karney
Mountain View Environmental 
Sustainability Task Force

Patricia Cheng
Leroy A. Mattis
Jodi Porter
Performing Arts Committee

Rick Meyer
Kim Copher
Nathan Barreras
Julin Lu
Downtown Committee

Dina Cheyette
Ervin Upton
Visual Arts Committee

Leslie Train
Bryan Malone
John D. Carpenter
Barry Jay Burr
Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee

Roger Petersen
Human Relations Commission

‘Theo’ Nykos P. Trakas
Anita Lowney
Senior Advisory 
Task Force

Organizational 
Endorsements
The Sierra Club
Santa Clara County League of 
Conservation Voters
Chamber of Commerce
Mountain View
Silicon Valley Association of 
Realtors
Public Officials
Steve Poizner
Senator Joe Simitian
Sheriff Laurie Smith
Supervisor Liz Kniss
Larry Stone Assessor
Wesley F. Alles
John Zoglin
El Camino Hospital District
Patrick Kwok
Santa Clara Valley Water District
Bruce Swenson
Hal Plotkin
Betsy Bechtel
Laura Casas Frier
Foothill-De Anza Community 
College District
Judy Hannemann
MV-LA High School District
Fiona Walter
MVWhisman School District
Margot Harrigan
Los Altos School District
Jim Cochran
Ralph Faravelli
Rosemary Stasek
Matt Neely
Former Mayors

Community Leaders
David Greene
Julie Lovins
Dr. Richard Slavin
Greg Zlotnick
Gloria Higgins
Rose Filicetti
Elna Tymes
Monique Kane
Kathy Thibodeaux
MV Educational Foundation
William A. Reeves, MD
Pat Showalter
Robin Iwai
Phyllis Bismanovsky
Henry Gee
Steven Rasmussen
Justine Fenwick

Kevin McBride
Aaron Grossman
Bob Reay & Judi Fan
Jack & Rada Ford
Jerylann Mateo
Joan & Wally MacDonald
Stuart & Jeanne Farwell
Carla Paul
Terry Guess
Cosette Delgado
John K. Dolan
Bernie Rosen
Roy Hayter
Lance Sapera
Nancy Gee
Oscar Garcia
Steve & Carol Olson
Carol Tolen 

Twana Karney
Betsy Collard
Larry Sokoloff
Marilyn Manning
Jean Mordo
Andre Burnett
Cathy Kroymann
Jack & Norma Melchor
Robert Chang
Paul J. Lesti
Karen Cabello McNaught
Martha Maris
Roy Lave
Alison Sokoloff
Jim Geers
Gregory Fowler

MY GOALS:
No single issue is simple or one-sided. A thoughtful, 
experienced and balanced approach is what I bring to the table.
My priorities are:

•  Developing a new community park & improving open space
•  Preserving & enhancing unique neighborhoods
•  Broadening economic development opportunities
•  Maintaining high quality police & fire services
•  Developing improved transportation options
•  Enhancing youth & senior programs
•  Implementing thoughtful & balanced growth
•  Developing innovative affordable housing solutions

Last on the ballot, First in Experience!

I have seen Mike in action 

throughout Santa Clara 

County for the past 10 

years. He is committed 

to fiscal responsibility, 

sustainability, and ensuring 

the quality of life in 

Mountain View. 

Mike makes things happen!

Supervisor Liz Kniss

Paid for by Mike Ksperzak for 
City Council FPPC # 1306084
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LocalNews

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 
WEAPON
100 Block California St., 10/4

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
Tyrella Ave., 10/6

AUTO BURGLARY
100 Block Walnut Dr., 10/1
100 Block Walnut Dr., 10/1
Century 16 Cinema, 10/5
200 Block Lida Dr., 10/6

BATTERY
100 Block Alison Ave., 9/29
100 Block Villa St., 9/30
200 Block Rock St., 9/30
Moffett Blvd., 10/1

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
100 Block El Monte Ave., 10/1
100 Block Castro St., 10/1
Alberto’s, 10/5

DISTURBANCE
Chili’s, 10/5
Chili’s, 10/6

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE
Safeway - N. SLB, 10/2

DRIVING UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE
E. El Camino Real/Highway 85, 10/4
Central Expressway/Farley St., 10/6

GRAND THEFT
Clyde Ave., 10/1
Clyde Ave., 10/1
W. Middlefield Road, 10/2
Showers Dr., 10/6

IDENTITY THEFT
Mariposa Ave., 10/2

INDECENT EXPOSURE
N. Whisman Road, 9/30

100 Block Grant Road, 9/30

PETTY THEFT
Villa St., 9/29
200 Block California St., 9/30
The Club, 10/2
Rite Aid - Grant, 10/2
Franklin St., 10/2
Nob Hill Foods, 10/4
Walmart, 10/5
Sears Department Store, 10/5
La Salsa, 10/5
200 Block Old Middlefield Way, 10/6

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA
Farley St./San Ramon Ave., 10/6

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
Easy St., 10/1
Tyrella Ave., 10/2

ROBBERY
E. El Camino Real, 10/5

STOLEN VEHICLE
100 Block Colony St., 10/1
100 Block Colony St., 10/1
Century 16 Cinema, 10/1

SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE
Mountain View Garden Apartments, 10/6

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
100 Block N. Rengstorff Ave., 10/1
100 Block Alison Ave., 10/2
900 Block Miramonte Ave., 10/2
200 Block Escuela Ave., 10/4

VANDALISM
W. Dana St., 10/1
Cypress Point Dr., 10/1
100 Block Latham St., 10/2
700 Block Sonia Way, 10/4
200 Block Latham St., 10/5
W. Dana St., 10/6
Golden Wok, 10/6

■  P O L I C E L O G

 
 
One of my initial mayoral 

assignments in 2008 was 

to appoint residents to the 

city’s first Environmental 

Sustainability Task Force.  

This team was asked to 

study the effect of climate 

change on our city and 

recommend how we might 

respond. We received over 

sixty applicants with 

impressive and diverse 

backgrounds in finance, 

construction, auto repair, 

health care, real estate, 

transportation, statistics, 

architecture, engineering, 

computer programming, 

building facilities, green 

building, etc. My goal was 

to appoint a diverse group 

of men and women who 

would provide input from 

a variety of perspectives. It 

was a challenge to narrow 

the selection to appoint 

only 12 board members. 

Last week, after months of 

hard work, the task force 

released its report 

consisting of 11 chapters 

and 89 recommendations. 

Their report can be found 

on the city’s web site 

(www.ci.mtnview.ca.us). 

The next step will be for 

council to review the 

recommendations and 

determine which ones 

should be implemented. As 

an economist, I promise to 

evaluate each idea to see 

which ones provide the 

best return in terms of 

sustainability using com-

mon sense benefit/cost 

principles. I would also 

welcome and value your 

input and perspective on 

any of the recom-

mendations. Please feel 

free to contact me by 

email. Finally, I hope you 

will join me in thanking 

the task force members for 

their service and com-

mitment to the city. 

Working together we make 

Mountain View a better 

community.

Visit www.tommeansonline.com 

 Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Tom Means (ID#1307820) 

The Mayor’s Corner 
 

Should Mountain View 

Ban Cars & Plastic Bags? 

www.menloschool.org

Menlo School is an  

independent coeduca-

tional school serving 750 

students in grades six 

through twelve. We offer  

a rigorous, engaging,  

academic curriculum 

complemented by out-

standing creative arts  

and athletics programs.

Middle School Open Houses: 11/2/08 1:00 pm; 12/4/08 6:30 pm
Upper School Open Houses: 10/16/08 6:30 pm; 12/7/08 1:00 pm

Why Menlo School? Come Find Out.

© 2008 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc. Manufacturer’s rebate. Savings apply on up to 10 windows per product. Limits and restrictions apply.

Stylers Floor Covering, Inc.
129 First Street, Los Altos  • (650)917-8910

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, QUALITY AND VALUE SINCE 1953
Contractors Lic #750203 ©   2008 Hunter Douglas, Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas, Inc.

Somehow, the holidays seem even more festive  

when you're saving money. That's why we're offering 

you a rebate of up to $100 per window on select  

Hunter Douglas window fashions. Offer valid 

September 25 – December 15, 2008. Ask for details.

Luminette® Privacy Sheers
(per window / 10 window max)

SAVE
$100

Skyline™ Gliding Window Panels
(per window / 10 window max)

SAVE
$100

Silhouette® Window Shadings
(per window / 10 window max)

SAVE
$50

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
(per window / 10 window max)

SAVE
$25

$25-$100 SAVINGS

10 window max per product

per window on select  
Hunter Douglas window fashions

Annual Holiday Savings Event

With holiday savings this big, what’s left to wish for?
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Council moves 
quickly on 
task force 

report

By Daniel DeBolt

Already the City Council 
has begun implementa-
tion of the Environmen-

tal Sustainability Task Force 
report, voting unanimously 
Tuesday to form a three-person 
committee on the topic that will 
meet as early as next week.
 “We need to do something 
immediately,” said coun-
cil member Ronit Bryant, 
who made the motion, later 
approved, that a council sub-
committee be formed. 
 “I am dying to be on it,” she 
said.
 The 300-page report lists 89 
proposals to make the city more 
environmentally sustainable, 
with recommendations on city 
planning, transportation, water 
use, garbage and recycling, 
buildings, energy, natural eco-
systems, public education and 
adapting to climate change. It 
represents the “best thinking” 
of more than five dozen resi-
dents, said chair Bruce Karney, 
who formed 11 working groups 
that met weekly in coffee shops, 
Google buildings and living 
rooms for over six months.
 Council members said the 
next step was to “drill down” to 
the most cost-effective of the 89 
goals in the report. 
 “I would like to see every city 
department saying ... ‘This is 
what I will do,’” Bryant said.
 But the report may come at 
a bad time for the city finan-
cially. 
 “We are all watching, basical-
ly, the devastation of the econo-
my,” said council member Nick 
Galiotto, who supports those 
goals in the report that could 
be a financial “win-win.” City 
budget trouble was predicted 
in a few years, but “now it’s like 
it’s not a couple years down the 
road, it’s now,” he said.
 “Without an environment, 
there’s no need for a budget,” 
said Aileen La Bouff, chair of 
the task force working group 
on public outreach.

Hope Street 
dog declared 

vicious by
city hearing

By Daniel DeBolt

To the relief of some down-
town residents, Sylas — the 
large dog from Hope Street 

that was the subject of a police hear-
ing last month — has been ruled 
a vicious animal by the Mountain 
View Police Department.
 The ruling by hearing Officer Jim 
Williamson, mailed out on Sept. 29, 
gives the owners 20 days to bring 
Sylas to Palo Alto Animal Control 
Services, where director Sandi 
Stadler would make the call on the 
animal’s fate. 
 Although Stadler has the option 
of putting Sylas to sleep, she said 
she would consider allowing him 
to reside with co-owner Audra 
Rowles at her home in Struggle 
Mountain, a Los Altos Hills com-
mune where the dog is believed to 
be now. 
 The catch, however, is that nei-
ther Audra Rowles nor her mother, 
Hope Street resident Linda Rowles, 
had complied with the order as of 
press time. Stadler said that unless 
the dog is surrendered, or spotted 
in Mountain View and recovered 
by animal control officers, there is 
nothing she can do.
 Neighbors had complained 
that Sylas’ owners were unable 
or unwilling to control the dog’s 
aggressive behavior or keep him on 
a leash. For years he was known to 
wander the area, sometimes growl-
ing threateningly at people on their 
own property. 
 According to witnesses at last 
month’s hearing, Sylas once bit a 
mail carrier and has attacked at 
least three other dogs, including a 
small Boston terrier that required 
stitches last month.
 It’s unclear what the consequenc-
es would be for violating the order 
to surrender the dog. Lynn Dobson, 
deputy city attorney, said she would 
notify the city of Los Altos Hills 
about the dog, and Las Altos Hills 
has the right to make its own ruling 
on the matter. 
 “I’m pretty happy with the way 
things turned out,” said Sam Rohlfs, 
the owner of the Boston terrier. 
“Already it’s been a huge relief in the 
neighborhood.” V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

Police: Kenneth Ivory Thomas on rampage
SUSPECT IN PLYMOUTH STREET MURDER ALLEGEDLY ROBBING AND PIMPING IN GEORGIA

By Casey Weiss

One of two remaining at-
large suspects in the double 
homicide on Plymouth 

Street was last seen robbing and 
pimping in the southern state of 
Georgia, Mountain View police 
said.
 Kenneth Ivory Thomas, wanted 
for two counts of murder and con-
spiracy in the June killings of Omar 
Aquino and his sister Maria Teresa 
Sanchez-Aquino, was recently spot-
ted outside Atlanta, police say, 

where he was allegedly 
pimping out a missing 
15-year-old runaway 
from the Bay Area. 
 According to police, 
the unnamed juve-
nile’s mother tracked 
her down using her 
MySpace page, then 
contacted police in 
Georgia, who went to 
the hotel where Thom-
as, 20, and the girl were staying. 
Thomas fled when authorities 
arrived and remains at large, police 

say. The runaway girl was 
returned to her parents.
 Mountain View detec-
tives, who went to Georgia 
and are aiding the inves-
tigation there, have also 
linked Thomas to three 
violent robberies. At the 
same hotel outside Atlanta, 

a person matching his 
description robbed and 
pistol-whipped another 

hotel guest. Also, a person match-

  See THOMAS, page 6   See COUNCIL, page 8

CUDDLE UP: 
Members of the Mountain View Fire Department accept new stuffed bears from first graders 
at Springer Elementary School. Firefighters will keep the bears in their fire engines in case they 
encounter children needing something to hold during a painful or scary experience.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MVPD

Voice returns to mail 
delivery in two weeks

Staff Reports

Beginning with the Oct. 24 
edition, residents will once 
more receive their Moun-

tain View Voice in the mailbox, 
rather than in a blue plastic bag 
on the driveway.
 “Our campaign to ask readers 

to request the paper has paid off,” 
said publisher Tom Gibboney, 
who noted that lower U.S. Postal 
Service rates and concern about 
the effects of all those plastic bags 
on the environment were major 
factors in deciding to return the 
Voice to mail delivery.
 To receive your Voice in the 

mail, go to www.mountain-
viewonline.com and click on 
“Home Delivery” in the left col-
umn, then follow the prompts. 
 Print copies of the Voice are 
still available in racks placed 
at strategic locations around 
the city, and at many down-
town businesses. V

Kenneth Thomas
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LocalNewsBMW • MERCEDES • BMW • MERCEDES • VVOLOLVVOO
AND MINIAND MINI

CORPORACORPORATE AUTO WORKSTE AUTO WORKS
Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area 
Consumer Check Book
Complete ServiceandRepair

650-691-9477Since
1981

rrs TM

Distributor JT Design Products

770 Yuba, Mt. View
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

Mon-Fri 8-6
www.corporateautoworks.com

■  For more information or to pre-register for the workshop call (650) 230-2900 or register online at www.harrell-remodeling.com  
■  Fee is just $20 per household with pre-registration, or $25 at the door  ■  No credit cards accepted  ■  Refreshments will be provided

Harrell Remodeling. 
We never forget it’s your home.®

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

The Harrell Remodeling Design Center is 85% solar powered.

■ Making the decision to remodel  ■ The design process
■ Choosing an architect, designer & contractor  
■ Budgeting  ■ Materials  ■ Floor plans  ■ Scheduling
■ Code requirements, Inspections & Building permits  
■ How to live through a remodel  ■ Fabulous photos!

Topics will include:

Thursday, October 23   ■   6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
(Doors open at 6:00 pm)

Workshop to be held at Harrell Remodeling Design Center - 1954 Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View

arrell Remodeling is an award-winning 
Design + Build firm on the Peninsula known 

nationally for creating extraordinary homes that 
reflect each client’s unique signature for living. 

Whole House Remodels & Additions Workshop

ing his description robbed a local 
Wendy’s restaurant and a Metro 
PCS cell phone store.
 Meanwhile, police continue their 
search for his sister, 17-year-old 
Faith Thomas, in connection with 
the double-murder on Plymouth 
Street. Six other suspects are already 
in custody.
 “This is unusually huge,” police 
spokeswoman Liz Wylie said. “It is 
so big, it is so massive.” The siblings, 
she said, “are fleeing back and forth 
across state lines. They are fugi-
tives.”
 In order to track down the fugi-
tives, particularly Kenneth Thom-
as, local police have partnered with 
the television show “America’s 
Most Wanted.” The show posted 
information on its Web site about 
the fugitives, and plans to run an 
episode on Thomas. 
 “There was no reason to keep the 
case hidden,” Wylie said. “At this 
point we think Kenneth is danger-
ous.”
 Aquino, 24, and Sanchez-Aquino, 
27, were shot to death on June 28 in 
their home on the 1900 block of 
Plymouth Avenue while Sanchez-
Aquino’s 8-year-old son slept in the 
next room. 
 Police believe Kenneth Thomas 

was traveling with his sister, and 
that the two stopped in Las Vegas 
together. But they are not together 
now, police say, and Faith could be 
in Florida. Police consider both to 
be armed and dangerous.
 The suspects in custody include 
another Thomas sibling, 15-year-
old Fame. All three siblings are 
from Campbell, and Wylie said the 
Thomas family is not being coop-
erative in the case.
 The others suspects in custody 
are: Nicory Span, 18; Michael 
David Adams, 20; Kim Pham, 19; 
Eric Williams, 22; and Victoria 
Thompson, 20. Williams is from 
Fremont and the others are all from 
the South Bay. Police say they are all 
“connected socially.”
 The six suspects appeared in 
court this week, but attorneys say it 
could be several weeks before they 
enter pleas. 
 Police now believe Kenneth 
Thomas is the main suspect in the 
double murder. They say he is a 
member of the United Crip Gang 
and has “UCG” tattooed on his left 
arm. He has been traveling by Grey-
hound bus and has been swapping 
his cell phones, making him hard to 
track. 
 According to a complaint filed in 
Superior Court, Kenneth Thomas 
and his sisters had been planning 
to rob Aquino for months. As part 
of their plan, the document says, 

Fame Thomas and Aquino went to 
the movies the night of the murder, 
and the eight suspects used text 
messages to communicate, even-
tually meeting back at Aquino’s 
house, where they killed him and 
his sister. The suspects allegedly 
stole an iPod and other items from 
the house.
 Robbery was the original motive, 
police believe, but they have not 
ruled out drug or gang activity.
 Police say Faith Thomas is 
5-foot-9 and about 140 pounds. 
She often has colored or streaked 
hair. Kenneth Thomas is 6-foot-3 
and 195 pounds. 
 According to the press release, 
“Detectives believe they made stops 
in Las Vegas, Texas, Florida and 
Georgia.”
 “Who knows what he was up to 
along the way,” Wylie said.
 Anyone with information on 
their whereabouts is urged to call 
Mountain View police at (650) 903-
6357. Community members may 
call in anonymously. Additionally, 
those with information can call the 
America’s Most Wanted hotline at 
(800) CRIME-TV. To see the TV 
show’s Web site posting on the case, 
go to www.amw.com/fugitives/
case.cfm?id=59788.

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

THOMAS
  Continued from page 5

✩✩✩ELECT✩✩✩ 
DIANA WANG

MOUNTAIN VIEW
CITY COUNCIL

MOUNTAIN VIEW’S FUTURE!
Diana Wang is running for Mountain View city 
council. She will be leading Mountain View in 
the right direction by taking on tasks to help 

the city and the people that live in it.

MISSION STATEMENT
As an elected council member, I will meet constituent needs, 

provide and improve basic services, maintain and improve upon 
an aging infrastructure and fi nd the resources to attract new 

investment and growth to reinvigorate your community.

THE ISSUES

✭  The city of Mountain View, like the bay area, has a lack of affordable 
housing and it must be addressed if we are to achieve a prosperous 
future for future generations.

✭  I would like to create a Community Action Team, to help attract 
private investment for high-impact community development projects. 
The CAT Team’s job is to actively search for and help create public-
private partnerships.

✭  I am a strong advocate for youth programs and healthy families.

✭  I believe that open spaces such as parks and trails are critical to our 
environment and our legacy to future generations. Parks preserve 
priceless landscapes and ecosystems, improve our health and fi tness, 
enhance our quality of life and contribute to our economic growth.

www.dianawangforcitycouncil.com

✩✩✩✩✩✩ELECTELECT✩✩✩✩✩✩    
DIANA WANGDIANA WANG

MOUNTAIN VIEW CITY COUNCILMOUNTAIN VIEW CITY COUNCIL

DIANA WANG
970 San Pierre Way, Mountain View, CA 94043

Phone: (650)483-2483 • Email: wangetc@yahoo.com
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Go to  va l leywater.org

Once it’s on    it’s gone.

California is in a drought. Unless we all pitch in and conserve, 
mandatory restrictions may be the next step. 

Valley Water is calling for an 
immediate 10% voluntary cutback. 

Reducing water use is easy. For water-saving tips, a free Water-Wise 
House Call, and rebates on high-efficiency toilets, washers and irrigation 

hardware, go to valleywater.org or call 408.265.2607, ext. 2554. 

Start saving now. Because once it’s on, it’s gone.
valleywater.org

Easy ways to save 10%
Install low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators; save 16 gallons a day. 

Turn the faucet off while you brush your teeth; save 2 gallons per minute. 

Fix leaky faucets; save 15-20 gallons per day per leak. 

Water before 6 a.m.; save 20-25 gallons per day. 

Get a new water-saving washer or toilet and get a money-saving rebate. 

Save water and money with 
a free Water-Wise House Call

We’ll come to your home and assess your water use, check for leaks,
optimize your irrigation schedule, and even install water-efficient 

shower heads. Schedule yours,
Monday through Saturday, 

at valleywater.org.

The Roundtable at Stanford University

Wanted: Courage,
Compassion, and Character
Leadership for the 21st Century

Saturday, October 11, 2008  
9:15 – 11 a.m.   Doors open 8:15 a.m.

Maples Pavilion, Stanford University  
www.stanford.edu/roundtable
In the last century the world faced great challenges – totalitarianism, 
economic depression, and world war. Great leaders emerged to guide 
us with courage and skill, defending the public good.

As the 21st century begins, we face not one great national and global 
threat, but many. Religious and ethnic violence, climate change, 
dwindling resources, economic turbulence, and poverty and disease 
among the world’s most vulnerable threaten our well-being and our 
very existence.

These times will test not only Americans, but all nations and all people 
as well. Leaders will be called upon to meet these complex and daunting 
challenges.

Join renowned journalist and this year’s moderator Tom Brokaw with 
a distinguished panel of leaders for the third Roundtable at Stanford 
University.

Open to the public and held in collabora-
tion with Stanford Reunion Homecoming.

be admitted with Reunion name tag

Mountain View man killed 
in Palo Alto crash

Palo Alto Weekly

Tyler Larsen, 24, of Moun-
tain View, was one of two 
men killed in a crash last 

Thursday morning at Park Bou-
levard and Stanford Avenue, 
according to the Santa Clara 
County Coroner’s Office.
 Larsen is believed to have been 
the driver, Palo Alto Police Agent 
Dan Ryan said.
 The passenger killed was David 
Colin Barge, 20, from Springfield, 
Va. Ryan said Barge had been 
living in the area for about eight 
months. The van was registered 
in his name. 
 Larsen and Barge were killed 
when their speeding minivan 
crashed into a tree at 3:39 a.m. on 
Oct. 2 at the south end of Peers 
Park, police reported.
 The van hit a curb and a tree 
and spun out of control, wrap-
ping around a second tree, police 
reported.
 One occupant was pronounced 
dead at the scene and the second 
died at Stanford Hospital, police 
said. Firefighters took about 45 
minutes to extract the occupants, 

removing the van’s roof. 
 The police department’s Spe-
cialized Traffic Reconstruction 
Team (STAR) is investigating the 
crash, Ryan reported. He said a 
preliminary finding suggests that 
the vehicle was speeding north 
on Park and the driver failed to 
stop at the stop sign at Stanford 
Avenue. The vehicle struck the 
curb and a tree as the road curved 
to the left just past the intersec-
tion.
 Ryan said there was no evidence 
at the scene to suggest that alcohol 
was involved in the crash, but it 
may take a few days to make a 
final determination. 
 All vehicle and pedestrian traffic 
on Park Boulevard between Stan-
ford Avenue and Leland Avenue 
will be closed during the STAR 
Team’s investigation, Ryan said.
 A patrol officer reported seeing 
a similar van, a Mercury Villager, 
at the Jack-in-the-Box at Cam-
bridge Avenue and El Camino 
Real shortly before the crash. It 
had five young men in it, the 
officer reported, but apparently 
three had gotten out of the van 
prior to the crash.  V
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121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR COMPUTER  
SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. WE DO BUSINESS 
THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

SAFE FROM STATE & FEDER AL INTRUSION

I have lived in Mountain View for over 50 years. I attended 
Mountain View schools, graduated from UC Berkeley in 
Business Administration and obtained my CPA certifi cate. 
As a business owner of the local Baskin Robbins, I not only 
understand commerce but also the importance of education which 
is why I support the local schools. My wife and I are raising two 
children who attend Mountain View High and Graham. I served 
on the School Site Council, Treasurer for the PTA, and coached 
youth sports. I’m currently on the Environmental Planning 
Commission. I would appreciate your support and vote.

Top Priorities:

Neighborhood Preservation
 ❍ Appropriate Growth
 ❍ Keep neighborhood character

Financial Strong City Government
 ❍  Provide quality and essential city services while being prudent with 

the budget

More Parks, Open Space, and Sports Facilities
 ❍ Increase sports fi elds, new park in Mountain View
 ❍ Leverage new development to increase park sizes

Strong Business Sector
 ❍  Improve and maintain business districts to help generate sales tax 

dollars to fund quality services, and not raise taxes and fees.

All of the above help improve the quality of life.

If you would like to share your thoughts, fi nd out more information, or help out, please see:

www.johnmcalister.org
E-Mail: john4mv@johnmcalister.org

Paid for by John McAlister for City Council FPPC#1309928

John
McAlister
City Council

vote

✔✔  Neighborhood PreservationNeighborhood Preservation
✔✔  Financial Strong City GovernmentFinancial Strong City Government
✔✔   More Parks, Open Space & Sports Facilities More Parks, Open Space & Sports Facilities
✔✔  Strong Business SectorStrong Business Sector

 Karney recommended that the 
city spend a million on imple-
menting the report in its first 
year, and substantially more in 
following years.
 Council member Jac Siegel 
said he had read the entire report, 
and disagreed with some of it but 
concluded that “To do nothing 
because we don’t have the perfect 
solutions is the worst thing that can 
be done.”
 “There’s some good stuff in here,” 
said council member Matt Pear. 
Task force members took issue with 
Pear’s calls for a detailed “life cycle 
cost benefit analysis” on all of the 
report’s goals, saying that costs were 
estimated where possible but often 
were not possible to do. 
 “We are advocates, we are not dis-
passionate analysts,” Karney said.

More presentations
 Each of the 11 working groups 
gave a three-minute presentation 
at the meeting, which could not do 
justice to the report. 
 Chaired by Janis Zinn, the 
“waste, waste reduction, and recy-
cling” working group starts its 
chapter with the words, “Trash is 
not a sexy topic. It does not conjure 
up visions of Grand Boulevards or 

sparkling arrays of photovoltaic 
panels.” The chapter goes on to 
describe the consequences of plas-
tic bags and polystyrene, and says 
that the methane gas produced 
by food waste in landfills is much 
worse than carbon dioxide. It pro-
poses a “zero waste plan” similar to 
Palo Alto’s as its top goal.
 The “water availability and use” 
working group, chaired by Steven 
Bishop, recommends that the 
city leverage existing programs to 
conserve water, which will become 
increasingly expensive and scarce. 
It also proposes reorganizing util-
ity bills to encourage conservation 
and make it easier for property 
owners to install grey water sys-
tems. 
 Favoring a “feet first” approach, 
the transit and transportation 
working group, chaired by Cliff 
Chamber, proposes that the city 
implement bike boulevard plans, 
a bike rental program, a shuttle 
service and a controversial parking 
program that prioritizes electric 
cars.
 Karney’s group, “renewable 
energy,” put solar panels and solar 
water heaters on all city buildings 
as a top goal, claiming it would 
be a cost benefit to the city in the 
long run. The report includes an 
example of how a laundromat 
could save hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in gas bills in a few years 

by switching to solar water heat-
ers. 
 A group of green architects got 
together for the “built environ-
ment” working group, and recom-
mended firstly that all city build-
ings be rated LEED silver. They 
also recommended a loan pro-
gram for building owners to help 
them implement energy-efficient 
upgrades, as well as a requirement 
that businesses do an energy audit 
through PG&E to renew business 
licenses. 
 The “sustainable quality of life” 
group, led by Ignacio Martin-
Bragado, a physicist at Synopsis, 
recommends firstly that the city 
include a sustainability expert on 
its Planning Commission. Sec-
ondly, all residents should have 
access to family planning. 
 Technology is not the answer, 
Martin-Bragado says — in fact it’s 
allowed even more unsustainable 
consumption of resources. 
 “We are too many people con-
suming too many things need-
ing too many resources,” he said 
Tuesday. When looking for solu-
tions, “looking for simplicity is the 
golden rule.”
 The full report can be down-
loaded at www.sustainablemoun-
tainview.gov. V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

COUNCIL
  Continued from page 5

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)
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There is a reason every one of our 
physicians gave up their twenties, 
and it wasn’t to become a common 
doctor. We don’t punch clocks. We 
don’t count patients per day. We are  
the Palo Alto Medical Foundation. 
We serve you by accepting more 
insurance plans and with more 
clinics throughout the Bay Area. 
Together with our patients, we’re 
improving the way health care is 
delivered.

 pamf.org/thepulse

Learn more at

reiterated that the schools get a 
negotiated share of the taxes, a 
share that grows larger annu-
ally.
 John McAlister said the dis-
tricts were important to keep in 
place so that businesses wouldn’t 
want to relocate outside of the 
city.
 McAlister differed from the 
rest of the candidates on the next 
question, which the moderator 
put to him first: Should the city 
have civilian oversight of the 
police department?
 “To have an independent agen-
cy ... is a great idea,” McAlister 
said after he paused to think 
about it. 
 The others largely disagreed. 
“I don’t think that’s appropri-
ate,” Macias said. “I think public 
safety officers know what to do 
in any type of instance.”
 “To some degree we already 
have that with the Human Rela-
tions Commission,” Kasperzak 
said, noting that the commission 
has tackled such police-related 
issues as racial profiling.
 Clark also said he didn’t see the 
need for a new oversight group 
to “usurp” the Human Relations 
Commission.
 John Inks said he didn’t think 
civilian oversight was neces-
sary since there was no police 
brutality in Mountain View. “I 
have not heard of these types of 
complaints in the city,” he said. 
 “I have had a very good experi-
ence with the police in Moun-
tain View,” agreed Diana Wang. 
“They know what to do.”
 Means said the additional 
oversight wasn’t necessary at 
this point, and added that he has 
received e-mails from people 
commending local police.
 The moderator finally called 
on Crank, the only candidate 
who is a member of the Human 
Relations Commission. She said 
her commission meets with the 
police chief twice a year, and 
that some of the work she is most 
proud of has been in conjunction 
with local police. 
 Other topics covered include 
city auditing and high den-
sity housing. The debate can be 
watched, along with statements 
from each of the candidates, at 
www.kmvt15.org. 
 KMVT will host its own live 
council candidate debate on 
Thursday, Oct. 9, moderated by 
scientist Seth Shostak. The event 
starts at 7:30 p.m. on local cable 
channel 15, and viewers may call 
in and ask questions at (650) 968-
1540. That debate will be rebroad-
cast on Sunday, Oct. 12 at 10:30 
p.m. V   

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

COUNCIL DEBATE
  Continued from page 1
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A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221  

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189 Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

Alicia Crank for City Council
Community First

Dear Neighbor,

I’ve sincerely enjoyed living, working and volunteering in Mountain 
View.. What I love about our city is its riches in diversity: culturally, 
socially, and economically. This is followed by the diversity of services 
offered to our community and our overall quality of life.

As your Council member, I will work hard to putting a “community 
fi rst” focus on our neighborhoods while serving on Council. From our 
pre-teens and working-age residents to our senior citizens, renters to 
homeowners, we can all work together to improve our public safety, 
affordable housing, recreation and sustainability opportunities.

I hope that I will have your support on November 4th. Together, we 
can continue to build our community to be the safe, diverse and 
comfortable environment we know it can be.

Please feel free to contact me with your ideas and concerns. I look 
forward to hearing from you!

Thank you,

Alicia

OUR COMMUNITY IS MY TOP PRIORITY
 • Commissioner: Mountain View Human Relations Commission

 • Community Service Chair/Board Member: Mountain View Rotary

 • Board Member: KMVT-15 Community Television

 • Supporter of programs for special needs children and adults

PUBLIC SAFETY
•  Strengthen Gang task force and support the 

expansion of the Police Activities League

•  Expand CERT programs (various 

languages)

•  Expand Women’s Safety Training program

•  Advocate for the creation of a Teen Center 

and positive activities for youth

SUSTAINABILITY
•  Create a shuttle to service underserved areas 

of Shoreline Blvd, including Shoreline Park, 

the amphitheater and the movie theater

•  Expand opportunities for affordable housing 

by revamping the BMR program to better 

address the needs of public safety offi cers, 

teachers and fi rst-time homebuyers

COMMUNITY SERVICES
•  Establish better and more fl exible hours at 

the Recreation Department

•  Increase City-sponsored after school programs

•  Create more programs for adults after 

work/weekends

Our community’s priorities are Alicia’s priorities

 

FISCAL STEWARDSHIP
•  Support business development efforts to 

expand revenue generation

•  Analyze previous reductions and restoration 

of services before considering new 

spending measures

•  Make wise investments that will result in 

future cost-saving opportunities

www.mizcrank.com / alicia@mizcrank.com • Paid for by Alicia Crank for City Council • FPPC# 128783

not had an election in 10 years,” he 
told the approximately 30 audience 
members. “It is critical that you the 
voters pick who is going to lead the 
district.”
 Audience members first asked 
about the biggest challenges facing 
the board, and Faillace said it was 
important that all students perform 
“at the highest level that the student 
can achieve.”
 Sweeley said the budget is the 
biggest obstacle facing the district, 
especially with the state of the 
economy and cuts to public educa-
tion. Although the district is not 
currently experiencing drastic cuts, 
Sweeley said, it is important to keep 
any that may occur “far away from 
the classroom.”
 Rudolph and the other candi-
dates agreed about the importance 
of having “clear modeling and 
forecasting” while the state of the 
economy remains uncertain. He 
added that trustees also need to 
make sure the district has competi-
tive technology for all students. 
 Audience members asked about 
the achievement gap and what new 
ideas trustees had to address the 
lower scores among Latino and 
other less successful students. 
 Rudolph answered first, say-
ing trustees needed to look more 

closely at the home conditions of 
these students, and work with the 
elementary and middle schools 
which feed into Mountain View 
and Los Altos high schools. 
 But Faillace said the district 
already has a strong partnership 
with both of the local elementary 
school districts, and holds forums 
and community seminars for Lati-
no parents. “What the questions 
asked is about new ideas,” he said, 
adding that trustees have to encour-
age teachers to take more risks and 
be creative when working with 
these students.
 “The achievement gap is some-
thing that has been studied to 
death,” he said. 
 The forum ended with a discus-
sion on term limits for board mem-
bers. Four of the five high school 
trustees have been on the board for 
at least eight years, and audience 
members asked if the candidates 
thought term limits should be 
introduced. 
 Faillace and Sweeley, who are 
endorsing each other, said they were 
open to the idea. But they added 
that they have built a strong school 
board despite having no challengers 
over the last 10 years. Rudolph said 
he is “imposing his own term lim-
its,” and will step down from the 
board in two terms when his 
daughters start at the high school 
district. V

SCHOOL DEBATE
  Continued from page 1
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4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

A PUMPKIN FOR YOUR TEACHER
“Milk Pail 
donates mini 
pumpkins to 
local schools.”
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PPPKKIN FFOOR YYYOOOUURRR TTTEACCHHERRRRRRRRRR

The Milk Pail 
M A R K E T

I AM FIRST ON THE BALLOT & FIRST WITH THE 
REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE THAT OUR CITY NEEDS.  
I ask for your vote on November 4th!

I am the current Councilmember serving my fi rst four-year term. I 
served last year as Mountain View’s engaged and proactive Mayor. I 
meet with all groups, individuals and neighborhoods because I know 
that I need to listen well to represent our city.

My steady voting record and initiatives embody what I stand for: value 
and strengthen our neighborhoods and businesses; build quality of life 
with city services; support compatible development; and advocate for 
environmental practices at the individual, local and regional level.

My background on council for four years, city commissioner for nine 
years on planning and parks & recreation, Mountain View resident, 
community leader and volunteer for almost twenty years, management 
and high tech business professional for twenty fi ve years is a great 
foundation for another four-year term on City Council.

www.LauraMacias08.com

Re-ElectRe-Elect LAURA MACIAS
To M O U N TA I N  V I E W  C I T Y  C O U N C I L❒✓

In these uncertain 
times, Mountain 
View needs a 
councilmember who:
•  Stands up for healthy 

neighborhoods
•  Stands up for parks 

and open space
•  Stands up for a 

healthy city and 
economy

•  Always stands up for 
a responsible budget

Paid for by Re-Elect Laura Macias to Mountain View City Council, FPPC ID 1268975.

PRIZES OFFERED IN ‘MV 
READS’ CONTESTS 

 In an effort to inspire local 
youth to make a difference in 
the world, Mountain View Reads 
Together is holding two con-
tests related to its 2008 book of 
choice.
 Each November, the group 
selects one book and holds events 
designed to encourage residents 
to read and discuss that book as 

a community. This year the book 
is “Three Cups of Tea” by Greg 
Mortenson and David Oliver 
Relin, which chronicles Morten-
son’s work building schools in 
impoverished regions of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. 
 The first contest, open to every-
one, is to create a short film (no 
longer than 10 minutes) captur-
ing the themes of the novel. The 
second contest, aimed at students 
in grades 3 to 12, encourages 

young people to organize projects 
to improve their communities. 
Both contests are offering cash 
prizes to the winners.
 The deadline to submit entries 
for the film contest is Oct. 31, 
and the deadline for the second 
contest is Nov. 1. Those interested 
in competing can visit www.
mvreads.org for more informa-
tion.

—Kelly Truong 

■  C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S
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BA   Economics UCD 
MA   Economics UCLA 
PhD Economics UCLA  

 
•  Over 25 years as a Mountain View resident and community volunteer 

•  Over 25 years as an applied economist researching municipal spending and output 

•  Over 25 years of collegial governance and committee work at SJSU 

 
Selected Accomplishments 

Thursday Night Live  Initiated the city goal of closing off a portion of Castro Street 

on summer evenings for community enjoyment.  
 

Environmental Task Force  Appointed the first task force to study ways we can 

become a more environmentally friendly city. 
 

Steven Creek Trail Access  Initiated the effort to open SCT once the El Camino 

Real underpass was completed. 
 

Youth Services  Led the first teen center tour to rally support for a new recreation 

building with a teen component.  Supported re-introduction of the Police Athletic League.  
 

Financial Responsibility  Approved balanced budgets, maintained AAA credit 

rating, secured retiree health care benefits, fashioned responsible long-term police and fire 
contracts. 
 

Affordable Housing  Initiated the use of Below-Market-Rate funds to help low-

income displaced renters.  Promoted real affordable housing alternatives. 

 

More Parks and Playing Fields  Approved property purchases for new 

neighborhood parks in the Del Medio and Central areas.  Supported more playing fields. 

Visit www.tommeansonline.com Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Tom Means (ID#1307820) 

Re-Elect Tom Means 
For a Better Mountain View 

Decision – Maker 
As a community leader and professional 
economist, Tom has guided the city in the sound 
evaluation of decisions. He understands the trade-
offs necessary to improve the quality of life for 
Mountain View residents.   

Budget - Balancer 
Tom has the experience and expertise in 
maintaining quality services while being fiscally 
responsible. Under his leadership Mountain View 
has maintained an appropriate reserve while 
providing high quality public services. 

Consensus - Builder 
Tom’s experience in collegial governance brings a 
collaborative rather than managerial approach to 
the council.  He understands the importance of 
forming consensus with other council members to 
produce results. 

Mayor, City of Mountain View, 2008 
Mountain View City Council 2004-2008 
Parks and Recreation Commission 1998-2004 
Association of Bay Area Governments  
2020 Peninsula Gateway Corridor Study: Advisory Comm. 
Santa Clara County Cities Association 

We’ve just added another VOICE...Yours

Online
. . . let the conversation begin!

 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 
in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 

www.MountainViewOnline.com

facing their families. 
 In Palo Alto, counselors at 
Academic Counseling Services, 
an agency working with local 
schools and students, say they 
have seen an upsurge in stress 
among students due to the 
economy, par-
ticularly as 
some of their 
parents have 
lost their jobs 
or are strug-
gling to keep 
their homes.
 “The people 
we see are real-
ly struggling,” 
said Margaret Murchan, on-
campus counseling program 
director. 
 “Sometimes when parents are 
under stress teenagers feel it,” she 
said. “Sometimes there’s a minor 
problem parents would have not 
reacted to before, and they take 
it out on the family now.”
 Murchan said parents who 
are struggling financially often 
become more restrictive, and 
are sometimes easily angered 
by their children. Teens, mean-
while, manifest their stress in 
different ways, Murchan said, 

with some struggling in school. 
The agency provides individ-
ual and family group sessions, 
and tries to help parents enter 
retraining programs or find new 
jobs.
 Back at Avenidas, Nancy Jens-
en, who participates in support 
groups and dancing lessons 
there, said the current state of 
uncertainty and anxiety reminds 

her of living through the Great 
Depression. 
 “I lived through a time that 
was comparable to what we are 
going through now,” she said.
 Jensen was born in 1932 in a 
poor fishing village in Alaska. 
She said she always had enough 
food and clothing growing up, 
but her neighbors and friends 
were often anxious about their 
financial situations.
 These days, she said, members 
of her own family are experienc-
ing hardship. Her son is cur-
rently unemployed and living 

with his children in the house 
she owns in Menlo Park. He is 
learning new skills to reenter the 
workforce, but money is owed 
on the mortgage. If not for her 
new husband’s economic stabil-
ity, Jensen said, she would have 
trouble supporting herself.
 Even the support agencies 
themselves are feeling the pinch. 
Avenidas’ regular speaker series, 

which cost only 
$3 for members, 
is suffering a 
low turnout as 
seniors — wor-
ried about their 
pensions and 
savings — opt 
for free events 
instead. 
 Kari Martell, 

director of marketing and com-
munication at Avenidas, said the 
center had to cancel a conference 
last month due to lack of par-
ticipation. Senior citizens have 
not wanted to talk about their 
troubles, Martell said, but she 
credits a “drop in enthusiasm” at 
Avenidas to the economic hard-
ships.
 “Where people can, they are 
cutting back,” she said. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

“Sometimes there’s a minor problem 
parents would have not reacted to before, 
and they take it out on the family now.”

MARGARET MURCHAN

DEPRESSION
  Continued from page 1

Saturday, October 18th • 10am
Preview: Friday, October 17th  

UP TO 200 VEHICLES

ALL VEHICLES SMOGGED.

650-938-3272  
N.A.S. Public Auto Auction
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4546 El Camino Real - Suite B12
Los Altos, CA 94022 • (650) 948-8794

www.DreamDinners.com

A fun and innovative concept in meal preparation 

that eliminates menu planning, shopping, prep-work 

and cleanup by moving the meal assembly process 

out of your kitchen and into our specially equipped 

dinner assembly store.

45
Los 

w

At Village Court in Los Altos

One FREE Entrée 
with your scheduled session. 

First time customers only please.  Expires: 07.31.08

4546 El Camino Real - Suite B12, Los Altos 

(650) 948-8794
Expires: 10.31.08

Life just got easier!

A fun and innovative concept in meal preparation

IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF YOUR LIFE
 with quick & easy meal solutions!

Love the life 
you live.

Enjoy retirement in style with gracious, 
luxurious living in a vibrant carefree 
environment.

Unique equity membership plan

Continuing care/Health Center on-site

Healthy, active lifestyle

Fitness Center/Lap pool

Fine Dining/Transportation

Established, resident-owned community

Located in the beautiful foothills where 
Los Altos meets Cupertino

for

Located inside your favorite store

1040 Grant Rd 
Mountain View 
(650) 969-5601

5285 Prospect Rd 
San Jose

(408) 257-1370

525 El Camino
Menlo Park

(650) 329-8939

•   Work Done on Premise. One Stop Service

•  Battery Change While You Shop

•   Refurbishing of All Watches
(Mechanical & Quartz)

•  Quality Service Guaranteed

•   Rolex, Longines, Tissot, Omega, Bulova

Expires October 24, 2008
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FATHER-DAUGHTER DUO 
ARRESTED IN POT BUST
 Mountain View police arrested 
a father and daughter last week for 
allegedly growing marijuana for 
sale after an anonymous tip that the 
plants were in their backyard.
 Police say they found seven 
mature plants and three pounds of 
dried marijuana after searching the 
house on the 1300 block of Lloyd 
Way on Wednesday, Oct. 1. After 
receiving the tip about the plants, 
police obtained a warrant to search 
the property and arrested the father, 
45, and the daughter, 20. 
 “This only happens a couple 
times a year,” said police spokes-
person Liz Wylie regarding the 
anonymous tip. Normally, she said, 
police discover marijuana plants 
“because we are in someone’s house 
for something else.”
 Neighbors say seven police cars 
and vans arrived at the house in 

the early afternoon on Wednesday. 
They said the father waited in hand-
cuffs outside while police searched 
the property.

— Casey Weiss 

WOMAN MISSING FROM 
LOCAL GROUP HOME
 A 59-year-old woman from a 
group home in Mountain View 
was reported missing Monday by 
Mountain View police.
 Laura Leighty was last seen Friday 
morning on Valley Transit Author-
ity bus No. 22 heading toward 
San Jose. She is 5 feet 6 inches tall, 
weighs 140 pounds, has green eyes 
and wears her brown hair in a 
Mohawk hairstyle. 
 Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the MVPD at (650) 903-
6344.

— Bay City News 

■  N E W S B R I E F S
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■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

Mountain View voters are fortunate to have nine can-
didates to choose from when they decide who should 
fill the four open seats on the City Council Nov. 4.

 They are also fortunate to live in a well-run city, 
which makes the choosing that much easier. 
Two of the candidates, Tom Means and Laura 
Macias, are incumbents seeking second terms, 
and another, Mike Kasperzak, is seeking a third 
term following a two-year break (required of all 
council members after two consecutive four-year 
terms).
 As we do in all city elections, the Voice invited the 
candidates to participate in one-on-one interviews with the 
publisher, editor and city beat reporter. Seven of the nine 
candidates responded, and we based our endorsements on 
those interviews, as well as our continuing coverage of city 
issues.
 Given the state of the national economy and the possible fallout 
from it on local decision-making, the next four years could be a 
stressful time for the city. Mountain View is very much a part of 
the Silicon Valley economy, with tenants like Google and Micro-
soft firmly ensconced here. Strong, experienced leadership on 
the council is needed to lead the city though what could be some 
challenging times.
 With that in mind, the Voice is endorsing the candidacies 
of three experienced council members — Tom Means, Laura 
Macias and Mike Kasperzak — who we believe have the 
knowledge to keep the city on course. In our interviews, all 
exhibited a thorough understanding of city operations and a 
willingness to make tough decisions on the budget and other 
matters if need be. 
 Alicia Crank is our fourth choice in this race. Although 
she did not receive our endorsement two years ago, this time 
around Crank has shown us more maturity and knowledge of 
the issues, gleaned from her ongoing interest in local govern-
ment and long service on the Human Relations Commission. 
Like the other endorsed candidates, she will continue to sup-
port sensible housing development, believes the city is on the 
right course in halting gang violence by appealing directly to 
our youth, and will protect the city’s already healthy budget. 
 We believe the city will be in good hands with Tom Means, 
Laura Macias, Mike Kasperzak and Alicia Crank, and urge 
local residents to support them on Nov. 4.

Sweeley, Fallaice for MVLA district board
 A normally sleepy school district election received a shot in 
the arm this season thanks to Colin Rudolph, a newcomer who 
decided to challenge highly experienced incumbents Susan 
Sweeley and Phil Faillace for one of their four-year seats on the 
Mountain View-Los Altos High School District board.
 While the board has suffered a few distractions this year — 

most notably over term limits and “transparency,” false issues 
being put forth by two Los Altos City Council members — we 
believe experience remains the key factor in this race, especial-

ly with a bumpy state economy and some tough issues 
facing the board in the near future. 

 Although Rudolph is intelligent, articulate 
and sincere, he did not demonstrate his opponents’ 
grasp of the issues during debates and candidate 
interviews with the Voice. We believe Susan Swee-

ley and Phil Faillace should continue to be trustees 
of the Mountain View-Los Altos High School Dis-

trict, and urge local residents to vote for them.

Paul Fong for state Assembly
 Democrat Paul Fong, a longtime college professor and trust-
ee, is our choice to fill the state Assembly seat of Sally Lieber, 
who is termed out. 
 Fong, who faces Republican Brent Oya in this heavily 
Democratic district, supports the proposed state health plan, 
and is a strong backer of requiring alternative fuels to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. We recommend Paul Fong for the 
District 22 Assembly seat.

Yes on Measure A: $840 million for medical facilities
 Approval of this measure would OK sale of up to $840 million 
in bonds to retrofit Santa Clara Valley Medical Center and replace 
the closed San Jose Medical Center to meet state-mandated seis-
mic upgrade requirements. It is estimated that county property 
owners would pay an additional $13.90 per $100,000 of assessed 
valuation, or about $70 a year for a home valued at $500,000.
 This measure will shore up or replace the only medical 
facilities in the county that serve welfare clients. These hos-
pitals must not be allowed to close or disappear. We recom-
mend a yes vote on Measure A to issue $840 million in bonds 
to keep these facilities viable.

Yes on Measure B: 1/8th cent sales tax for BART
 In 2006 the Voice opposed an additional quarter-cent sales 

Macias, Means, Kasperzak 
and Crank for City Council

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
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www.braddockandloganhomes.com

Brokers Welcome 
Directions: From 880 take A Street exit east. Turn right on 
Santa Clara. Turn left on El Dorado; proceed to Amador 
Street and the Cross Creek community.

Braddock and Logan is an 
equal opportunity builder Marketed by Braddock & Logan Services, Inc. DRE No. 01255593. Square footage is approximate. Prices, features and specifications subject to change without notice. ©2008 Braddock & Logan Services, Inc. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Sales Office Hours:  
10-6 Tues - Sun; 1-6 Mon

A Terraces

VillasB

Cross Creek
22626-5 Amador Street
Hayward, CA 94541
510.785.1030

Cottages C

MODELS NOW 
OPEN AT VILLAS!

Located in the heart of the Cannery Park redevelopment  
district. Become part of a whole new Hayward.

Build it Green and Energy Star Homes provide major savings on  
energy bills, increase comfort and are more environmentally  friendly.

Every new Cross Creek home is backed by the nonstop  
commitment to customer service that has set Braddock & Logan 

apart for more than 60 years.

Prices beginning in the $300,000’s Terraces. Special Selection of Homes for Sale.  
Townhomes with Craftsman style. Three plans sized from 1,303 – 1,527 sq. ft  
with contemporary interiors, 2-3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and up to 2-car garages.  
Priced from the high $300,000’s

Villas.  Models Now Open! Charming Craftsman inspired duet homes.  
Three stylish plans ranging from 1,500 to 1,919 sq. ft. with 3-4 bedrooms, 2.5-3.5 baths, 
2-car garages. Priced from the $400,000’s

Cottages. Now Selling!  Three elegant Craftsman style designs, both single and 
2-story.  Only six homes available from 1,504 –2,437 sq. ft. with up to 4 bedrooms & 
up to 3 baths, 2-car garages. Priced from the $500,000’s

160 Main Street
Los Altos, CA  
www.alhorizonstvl.com
phone 650.941.5810
fax 650.941.7839

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

  Specialist In Cruises, Tours and Independent Travel Since 1976

All Horizons Travel Inc.

tax to support county health needs and the BART-to-San 
Jose project. Most voters agreed that it was not a good idea 
to give county officials a blank check to remedy a myriad of 
problems, and said so by voting no. 
 This time around, the Valley Transportation Authority, 
with strong support from the Silicon Valley Leadership 
Group, has done its homework and is back with a one-
eighth cent sales tax dedicated to funding BART operations 
for the project — but only if federal and state funds are 
released and the project is built. Conversely, federal regula-
tors will not back the project without approval of the addi-
tional funds for BART operations.
 Although we continue to be concerned about how North 
County transit projects would fare if the $6 billion-or-more 
BART project ever does get a green light, we respect transit 
leaders who are willing to go before voters for approval of 
this 30-year tax, which must pass by a two-thirds vote. There 
are built-in safeguards on when and how the money can be 
spent, which should reassure voters who might be nervous 
about backing a project that has yet to be approved.
 Transit improvements are sorely needed throughout Santa 
Clara County, and if approved, the 16.1-mile BART exten-
sion will allow riders from the East Bay to travel all the way 
to Santa Clara, where they can then connect with Peninsula-
bound Caltrain or VTA Light Rail lines. 
 We recommend a yes vote on Measure B, the BART sales tax.

No on Measures C and D: VTA housekeeping items
Measure C is an advisory vote on a VTA wish list of bus, 

Send Us Send Us 
A Postcard
A Postcard

Photo of Robert Mullenger and Rhonda Radcliff 
camel riding in Mongolia with a ger (round cone shaped tent) in the background.

Take a photo with the Mountain View Voice on your next trip and email to  
dmartin@mv-voice.com or mail to Postcards, P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042.

  Continued on next page



ANNEX A POOR SPOT FOR 
HISTORY MUSEUM
Editor:
 My aunt Maude Burdett and 
my first cousin G. Truman 
Letcher and their family owned 
the property that is now the Post 
Office at Villa and Hope streets. 
That would have been an ideal 
location for the city’s history 
museum — not in the Cuesta 
Park Annex. The Annex was 
purchased by Mountain View 

as future “open space” and that 
is what it should stay, as part of 
a community park.
 A far better location for the 
history museum would be at the 
city-owned property across from 
City Hall on Bryant Street. The 
decision, of course, is up to the 
current City Council, although 
five members belong to the non-
profit Historical Association.
 A joint venture with the city 
supplying $6 million in public 
land (not park land) and the 
private nonprofit supplying the 
other $6 million could make the 
30-foot-tall history museum a 
reality without sacrificing any 
community park land. Match-
ing funds will be necessary. 

Donald Letcher 
N. Rengstorff Avenue 

YES ON MEASURE B
Editor:
 When The Climate Group 
recently opened offices in Sili-
con Valley, access to convenient, 
reliable public transportation 
for staff and guests was a high 
priority. We selected a location 
within easy walking distance of 
the San Antonio Caltrain sta-
tion in Mountain View.

 For our organization, it means 
connecting our operating and 
business choices with our larger 
mission — solving the climate 
crisis by bringing about a low-
carbon economy. We are fortu-
nate that Caltrain works for us, 
but for many the connections 
don’t work yet.
 New taxes and expenditures 
should never be undertaken 
lightly; however, we should 
bear in mind that we will all be 
“paying” for our commutes, one 
way or another, with or without 
initiatives such as Measure B, 
which would approve a 1/8th-
cent sales tax to pay for BART 
operations when it is extended 
to the South Bay. 
 Without needed infrastruc-
ture investment, made pos-
sible through initiatives such as 
Measure B, more of us will be 
driving on imported oil, more of 
us will be sending those dollars 
and jobs overseas, and more of 
us will be in our cars clogging 
regional roads and highways — 
contributing to poor air quality, 
global warming and other envi-
ronmental damage.

Margaret Bruce 
The Climate Group 

Viewpoint
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For more 

information and 

registration, 

please call 

650-988-8011

The El Camino Hospital Cancer Center and the Integrative Oncology Network present

Free workshops for cancer survivors
Featured speakers: William Buchholz, MD and Susie Buchholz, PhD.

Becoming Whole Again: Integrating Care
Learn about the powerful interaction 
between physical and mental health

Saturday, October 25, 9 am to 5 pm
Los Altos United Methodist Church 
Magdalena and Foothill, Los Altos

Creative Healing: Healing From the Inside
Using creativity to find new answers to old problems

Sunday, October 26, 9 am to 4:30 pm
El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria

Workshops are free, $4 charge for workbook

INTEGRATIVE ONCOLOGY NETWORKEL CAMINO HOSPITAL

■  L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

light rail and train transit projects as required every six years 
by legislation passed in 1976 and amended in 1990.
 However, the list noted in this measure has not been approved 
by the VTA board and lacks adequate detail. Although this is an 
advisory vote, we recommend a no vote on Measure C.
 Measure D goes a step further, and asks voters to waive the 
requirement that the VTA conduct an advisory vote every six 
years by substituting a vote by the Citizens Watchdog Com-
mittee. While this committee does some good work, we 
believe the VTA should continue to submit its projects to a full 
— and better detailed — advisory vote every six years. We rec-
ommend a no vote on Measure D. V

  Continued from previous page
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By Andrew MacLeod Doerschuk

Chinese/Indian. Vietnam-
ese/Californian. Three 
parts Polynesian with a 

pinch of Scandinavian. Sure, 
feasting on exotic fusion cuisine 
can be a lot of fun, but must all 
new restaurants challenge pre-
conceptions? I’m occasionally in 
the mood for something simple, 
nourishing and familiar — like 
the straightforward Mexican 
food offered at Taqueria La 
Bamba downtown.
 If the La Bamba brand sounds 
familiar, that’s because the 
new Castro Street restaurant is 
the chain’s second location in 

Mountain View (a third will 
soon reopen in Richmond). The 
saga began in the mid-1980s, 
when a disgruntled cook at La 
Costena Market (another vener-
ated burrito joint in Mountain 
View) set up shop just two doors 
down from his former employer 
on Old Middlefield Road. Busi-
ness boomed in the 1990s, as 
La Bamba earned a reputation 
among high-tech workers crav-
ing fast, cheap and tasty lunch-
time burritos.
 So when the short-lived El 
Grullense on Castro closed ear-

Straight-up and tasty
WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU GET AT TAQUERIA 

LA BAMBA’S NEW DOWNTOWN LOCATION

COLLEEN CUMMINS

The super burrito at Taqueria La Bamba #2, located at 152 Castro Street in Mountain View, is a favorite 
among the lunchtime crowd.

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

12 Years 

in a Row

Sat

Fri

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

PREPARED TABLESIDE
 Unique Flambé Entreés
 Spinach & Caesar Salads
 Cherries Jubilee

 

Tues-Thurs: Yelena on Grand Piano
Fri: 6pm–9:30pm Tibor & Yelena 
strolling Gypsy Violin

Sat: Kaye Devrie & Friends

1st Sat of the month - Opera, 
Broadway & Italian Love songs

2nd Sat of the month - Smooth 
Contemporary vocals

3rd Sat of the month - 
Instrumental Trio with 
Dancing

4th Sat of the month - 
Jazz and Standards

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale
Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

PRIME RIB & SEAFOOD

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

 ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

Bar 650.961.1992
C A L L  F O R  P A R T I E S

Office 650.961.9104
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
PagePage

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

FULL SAND 
VOLLEYBALL COURT

Watch theWatch the
NFL & COLLEGE NFL & COLLEGE 
FOOTBALLFOOTBALL
  on on HD HD 
    Large    Large
            Screen Screen 
         TV's!         TV's!

✦ ✦ ✦

Daily Lunch Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

  See LA BAMBA, page 18



lier this year, La Bamba decided 
to take over the lease. The place 
still has artifacts from the Grul-
lense era: folk-art murals, ornate 
wall sconces and, more notably, 
a fully stocked and grandly 
appointed rear bar, which now 
sits unlit and untended. Appar-
ently the new management isn’t 
too worried about the bar busi-
ness. They’re focused on serving 
food.
 And while the food is good, 
let’s begin where every Mexican 
meal should: with the chips and 
salsa. The chips had a satisfy-
ing, freshly fried taste, though 
we found it odd that they aren’t 
offered complementary; we had 
to request them every time we 
visited, and each bowlful was 
skimpy. 

 Meanwhile, La Bamba’s fresca 
and picante salsas, available in a 
dark corner under the glass, are 
little more than standard-issue 
as salsas go. Still, they get the job 
done.
 A similar compliment/criti-
cism can be made for the rice, 
beans, guacamole, sour cream 
and shredded lettuce that come 
alongside every meal (or, in 
the case of burritos, inside the 
meal). Our rice contained a 
smattering of diced peppers, 
the refried beans were topped 
with melted cheese but were 
otherwise pretty pasty, and the 
guacamole works best when 
buried within a burrito.
 By contrast, the main courses 
really hit the spot. The chicken 
flautas dish ($9.24) was three 
crispy rolled-up tortillas gen-
erously stuffed with shredded 
chicken, sprinkled with spicy 

Weekend
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If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Anna or Dianna at the Voice at 964-6300.

Dining Town
on the

Grand Opening

AFGHANAFGHAN

PARADISE AFGHAN/
PERSIAN KABOBS
604 S. Mary Avenue
Sunnyvale • 408/733-5262
(at El Camino Real)
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.paradiseafganpersiankabobs.com

AMERICANAMERICAN

CLARKE’S 
CHARCOAL BROILER
615 W. El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

HOBEE’S RESTAURANTS
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View • 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

MARIE CALLENDAR'S
4710 El Camino Real 
Los Altos • 650/941-6989
(just south of San Antonio)

SPORTS PAGE
1431 Plymouth Street 
Mtn. View • 650/961-1992
(exit at Shoreline off 101)

CHINESECHINESE

CHEF CHU’S
1067 N. San Antonio Road 
corner of El Camino
Los Altos • 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in 
Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

NEW TUNG KEE 
NOODLE HOUSE
520 Showers Drive 
Mtn. View • 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

FRENCHFRENCH

LE PETIT BISTRO
1405 W. El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

ICE CREAMICE CREAM

GELATO CLASSICO
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View • 650/969-2900

MEXICANMEXICAN

CELIA'S MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT
3740 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto • 650/843-0643
1850 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park • 650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

MEXICANMEXICAN

FIESTA DEL MAR - 
SEAFOOD, MEXICAN 
CUISINE & CANTINA
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd. 
Mtn. View • 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

FIESTA DEL MAR TOO
ROTISSERIE & CANTINA
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas.
Open Late.

LA FIESTA RESTAURANT
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

PIZZAPIZZA

KAPP'S 
PIZZA BAR & GRILL
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View • 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

TEX-MEXTEX-MEX

EL PASO CAFE
1407 El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

LA BAMBA
  Continued from page 17

  Continued on next page

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations 
 Credit Cards 
 Alcohol 
 Takeout 
 Highchairs 
 Banquet 
 Catering 
 Outdoor Seating 
 Noise Level medium

 Bathroom Cleanliness good

 Parking street  
  and lots

Taqueria La Bamba
152 Castro Street, 
Mountain View
(650) 965-4753

Hours: 
Sunday to Thursday, 
11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Friday and Saturday, 
11 a.m. to 1 a.m.

4710 El Camino Real, Los Altos (just south of San Antonio)
650-941-6989

Marie Callender’s
L O S  A LT O S

VOICE

FREE Slice of Pie* Included with 

DINNER SPECIALSDINNER SPECIALS
VALID THROUGH OCTOBER 14TH

$$12129999
plus tax

Entrees include cornbread and your choice of soup or salad.Entrees include cornbread and your choice of soup or salad.
5pm-Closing – Sunday through Thursday

 Sunday:Sunday:  8 oz Ribeye Steak
 Monday: Monday:  Meat Lasagna
 Tuesday: Tuesday:  Grilled Rainbow Trout
 Wednesday: Wednesday:  Chicken Parmesan
 Thursday: Thursday:  New Zealand Lamb Shank
            *(Excludes fresh fruit and cheesecake)            *(Excludes fresh fruit and cheesecake)

$699
+50¢ tin

WHOLE PIE TO GO
expires 10/31

Primerib Primerib 
DinnerDinner

Daily Lunch Daily Lunch 
SpecialSpecial

$$12129999

$$559999

11am-3pm

WITH A SLICE OF PIE

Cannot be combined with any other 
coupon, discount, specials or offers.

Expires 11/02/08

Any Whole Pie To Go!Any Whole Pie To Go!
You name a pie, it’s on sale!

(Excludes Fresh Fruit and New York Cheesecakes)

Mon-Thurs: 11am-9pm, 
Fri-Sat: 11am-10pm, 

Sun: 10am-9pm
Open daily at 10 am for pie sales only



red sauce and melted pan-
ella cheese, and topped with yet 
another dollop of sour cream 
(La Bamba’s cooks get a bit hap-
py with the crema). Compared 
with flautas I’ve eaten at many 
other Mexican establishments, 
these were particularly plump 
and meaty.
 Indeed, while you can order 
a veggie basket salad ($5.55) 
or vegetarian burrito ($6.01), 
La Bamba is for carnivores. 
Most tacos and burritos come 
with a choice of carne asada 
(grilled steak), carnitas (pork 
shoulder), al pastor (marinated 
barbecued pork), chili colorado 
(beef in a spicy red sauce), len-
gua (beef tongue), pollo (white 
meat chicken), chili verde (pork 
in a spicy sauce) and pollo azado 
(grilled chicken).
 Wrapped in tinfoil, our enor-
mous al pastor super burrito 
($6.47) required two hands to 
navigate. We ordered the works 
and got a mixture of rice, 
beans, sweet grilled onions, 
fresh chopped cilantro, salsa 
fresca, sour cream and guaca-
mole tossed with savory pork 
dripping with a mysterious red 
marinade that celebrated the 
unlikely marriage of chili and 
pineapple. It was crazy good.
 Our chicken enchiladas 
($9.24) were a little more ordi-
nary, and yet nobody com-
plained about the three rolled-
up tortillas stuffed with chicken 
and baked with red sauce and 
crumbled panella cheese. I liked 
the fact that the tortillas weren’t 
drenched in the sauce, which 

boosted the chicken flavor.
 But if you’re in the mood for 
meat — and I do mean a lot of 
meat — go for the carne asada 
($9.24). Ours came with no few-
er than four thinly sliced mari-
nated skirt steaks sandwich-
ing grilled onions and served 
with all the fixings, including 
three flour tortillas nestled in a 
warmer. I love this kind of pre-
sentation, in which you measure 
the exact proportions of meat, 
rice, beans, guacamole and sour 
cream piled onto each forkful. 

 You’ll find no pretension at 
Taqueria La Bamba, except, per-
haps, with their unusual pricing, 
with dishes listed at $6.01, $2.31 
and so on. But study your receipt 
and you’ll find that, once tax is 
applied, the bill adds up to an 
even number, reducing the need 
for pesky pennies. This type of 
commonsense ethic applies to 
every aspect of the La Bamba 
experience, where the basics — 
good food, huge portions and 
reasonable bang for the buck — 
are more than covered. V

Weekend
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650-961-8858

BEAS ARIAS 
BEAS ARIAS 

HISTORY
HISTORY NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!!!Open 7 daysa week!

FAMILY

OPERATED
38 Years Serving You 

in California

★El Paso Cafe★
25 Years in Mountain View

★La Cocina de Ricardo★
10 Years in Lake Forest &

18 Years in San Clemente, CA

★Ricardo’s Place★
5 Years in San Juan Capistrano

★La Cocina de Ricardo★
Rosarito, Baja Mexico

(Sold 2001)

Another Location Coming Soon!

25TH ANNIVERSARY!
25% OFF 
ENTIRE BILL

1407 El Camino Real
Mountain View

www.elpasocafe.com

Includes drinks. Not valid with any other offer. 
Must present coupon. Expires October 22nd.

(not valid for takeout, please)

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Your local neighborhood Tavern and Family Restaurant
Corner of State & 4th Streets • 650-917-8777

Downtown Los Altos
www.maltbys.com

(Not valid for takeout–Dinner Only)

Meatloaf  MondaysMeatloaf  Mondays

Mediterranean 
Grill House

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990   Fax: 650.625.9991

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or 
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised, 

corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

New Saffron

2700 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040
650.948.0123  Fax 650.948.0125

35 to 40 
item 
Lunch 
Buffet 

everyday

FREE DINNER 
Buy 1 dinner entree & receive  

2nd entree  of equal or lesser value 
FREE 

Must present coupon, limit 2 coupons per table
Expires 10/31/08     Not valid on FRI or SAT

FREE 
Delivery 

on  
orders  

of $10000  
or more

North & South Indian Restaurant & Bar

HAWAIIAN BANANA SHAKE 
$1.99

OFFER VALID MON-FRI 5PM – CLOSE
SAT & SUN 3PM – CLOSE

ShorelineShoreline GRILL 
1020 N. Rengstorff Ave, Suite C, Mountain View

NEXT TO COSTCO • (650) 960-1218
Present coupon for discount. Expires 9/30/08

Hawaiian chicken and short ribs with sweet 
pineapple macaroni salad, rice, vegetables and fruit.

 BEST DELI in Mountain ViewBEST DELI in Mountain View!

$7.99 THE BIG KAHUNA

1010

We BlendTreat GourmetTreat Gourmet  
                 Vanilla Ice Cream, 
      fresh banana and whole milk.

COUPON VALID AFTER 3PM.
MON-SAT 3PM – CLOSE.   ALL DAY SUNDAY.

ORDER

ONLI
NE! HOLIDAY SPECIAL:

BUY ONE LARGE OR 
X-LARGE PIZZA

GET THE 2ND PIZZA 
AT 50% OFF

2464 W. EL CAMINO REAL, 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA
(650)988-6961
Hours: 11am - 10pm

www.DangeloPizza.com

Traditional hand -tossed sourdough
(2nd pizza must be of equal or lesser value, expires 12-31-08)

  Continued from previous page
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2008  Women’s Health Fair
P R E S E N T E D  B Y  E L  C A M I N O  H O S P I T A L

8AM–3PM, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2008 
AT THE CYPRESS HOTEL, CUPERTINO, CA  www.thecypresshotel.com 

DON’T MISS IT! REGISTER TODAY!

keynote speaker: Lisa Rinna 

 

 

r  y     -

 health.  her h   40.

breakout sessions:

register today  

 

registration details:

Questions? Call 650-988-7703.

SPONSORED BY EL CAMINO HOSPITAL AND:


