
By Casey Weiss

After administrators in the 
Mountain View Whis-
man School District 

spent last year overhauling their 
math programs, students scored 
higher than ever before on stan-
dardized tests in the subject.
 But the news was not so 
good in “English language arts,” 
the other subject scrupulously 
monitored under federal No 
Child Left Behind legislation. 
So many subgroups of the dis-
trict’s students — non-English-
speakers, disabled students and 
others — did poorly in English 
that Mountain View Whisman 
found its schools among the 
2,241 in the state unable to meet 
the law’s standards. 
 Those 2,241 schools represent 
about 37 percent of the 6,020 
California schools participating 
in the No Child Left Behind 
program, and administrators say 
that percentage is sure to go up.

 NCLB, as it’s known among 
educators, sets universal goals 
for school districts nationwide, 
then determines whether those 
goals are being met through 

yearly batteries of tests (called 
STAR tests in California). But 
it doesn’t stop there: The goals 
are an upwardly moving target, 
jumping 10.5 percentage points 
in the recent school year alone. 
That rate is far too steep, educa-
tors say, when students have been 
expected to improve scores by 2 
to 3 percentage points in previ-
ous years. 
 “In a year or so, no one is going 
to care, because no one is going 
to meet the expectations,” said 
Mary Lairon, assistant superin-
tendent in the elementary school 
district. “NCLB targets become 
less realistic and useful as they 
continue to increase at such a 
rate.”
 In sweeping legislation pro-
posed by President George W. 
Bush, Congress first enacted 
NCLB in 2002 to make schools 
and teachers accountable for 
improving student performance, 
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Condo project fails, 
leaving eyesore behind

CITY INSPECTORS COULD CONDEMN 
EVANDALE APARTMENT COMPLEX

By Daniel DeBolt

Apparently unable to get a 
bank loan, the owner of an 
aging apartment building at 

291 Evandale Ave. has given up on a 
plan to demolish the structure and 
build 144 condos. Instead, he wants 
to rent the apartments out again, 
and quick.
 It’s a bit of a problem for city staff, 
who say the buildings are probably 
unsafe, and for neighbors, who say 
the apartments are an eyesore. To 
top it off, the city spent $125,000 to 
relocate 250 people from the 64-unit 
apartment complex last year. 
 The apartments were some of the 
cheapest in the city, with monthly 
rents ranging from $900 to $1,200 
for two- and three-bedroom units. 
But there were reasons why the 
rents were cheap and neighbors 
wanted it redeveloped: The court-
yards were littered with trash, the 
carport roofs were sagging, code 
violations were apparent and the 
buildings would likely be unsafe in 
an earthquake, said city attorney 
Michael Martello.
 “Part of the reason we approved 
the project was because the existing 
one was so dilapidated,” Martello 
said. 
 Now the owner is making an 
“end run” to quickly rent out the 
building, Martello said, adding that 
he has tried to work on the build-
ings without the necessary permits, 
even after the city explained what 
permits were required. The city 
issued a stop work order so the 
buildings could be inspected.
 “We’re not going to let people go 
back in there just so they can get 
a revenue stream,” Martello said. 
“The minimum concern is safety.” 
 The owner’s representative, archi-
tect Salvatore Caruso, did not 
return phone calls from the Voice.
 “I hope that more than minor 
cosmetic renovation is going to be 

done,” said Lisa Matichak, president 
of the Wagon Wheel Neighborhood 
Association, whose members live in 
nearby homes. 
 “Major renovation is needed 
to upgrade the complex to one 
that is attractive,” she wrote in an 
e-mail. “And, if it has not already 
been done, seismic safety should be 
addressed. It will be nearly impos-
sible to address this once the units 
have been rented.”
 “Two of the candidates running 
for City Council spoke frequently 
about providing incentives to the 
apartment owners to completely 
renovate the complexes,” Matichak 
said. “Perhaps this complex could 
be the first!”
 The city spent $125,000 to 

Schools 
again face 
drastic cuts 

By Casey Weiss

With the mid-year 
state budget threat-
ening to take more 

than $1 million from both 
local school districts, high 
school trustees asked during 
their meeting this week if it 
is time to start exploring pos-
sible cuts. 
 But administrators in the 
Mountain View-Los Altos 
High School District said 
Monday they will not take 
any action until they know 
exact numbers from the 
state, especially since budget 

LEFT BEHIND
Part I of III

Editor’s Note: Six years ago Congress 
enacted No Child Left Behind, which 
sets ever-increasing standards for public 
school students. Today, those stan-
dards are quickly becoming unrealistic, 
administrators say, and local schools are 
in danger of falling short. This is the first 
in a three-part series on the legislation’s 
effects on local school districts. 

Schools caught in testing bind
NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND DOOMS MANY STUDENTS TO FAILING STATUS

MARJAN SADOUGHI 

From left, kindergarteners Samantha Garcia, Amy leon and Niko Morales play Bingo after finishing their 
classwork at Castro School on Monday.

  See LEFT BEHIND, page 11   See BUDGET, page 10

  See EVANDALE, page 8
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a p r . c o m

R ED EF I N I NG  QUA L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
R e a d in g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l in e  m a ke s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f in d in g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  |   LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

LOS ALTOS   ■  North Los Altos home in quiet 
neighborhood near great schools. Opportunity 
to remodel or rebuild. 3bd/2ba with attached 
2-car garage.10,750+/- sf lot. $1,398,888

Helen & Ki NyborgJack Earl

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Great opportunity to remod-
el or expand. 3bd/2ba home with updated mas-
ter bedroom. Los Altos schools. Large, private, 
rear yard with mature fruit trees.  $1,399,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Charming 4bd/2ba home 
close to Mountain View HS. Gourmet kitchen, HW 
floors in kitchen and family room. FR with fireplace. 
Bonus room. dual-pane windows. $1,350,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Wonderfully remodeled 
4bd/2.5ba home with HW floors, family room, 
updated kitchen and baths, large master bedroom 
suite, and dual pane windows.. $1,150,000

Jack Earl Jack EarlRyan Gowdy

Yvette Stout

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Desirable Varsity Park! 
Tastefully remodeled 3bd/2ba home with qual-
ity materials throughout. Los Altos schools. 
Professionally landscaped.  $1,398,000

MENLO PARK   ■  Beautiful 2-story home in 
desirable Allied Arts.  3bd/2.5ba with hardwood 
floors + designer touches throughout. Gourmet 
kitchen opens to family room.  $1,595,000

CAMPBELL  ■  Located on a rarely available cul-
de-sac, this charming 4bd/2ba home has it all! 
Large gourmet kitchen, spacious LR and DR + 
beautiful HW floors. Pool & spa. $969,000

Courtney Bridgman-Eltherington

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Desirable Parc Crossings! 
2-story TH, 3bd/3ba with inside laundry, A/C, + 
fresh paint. Underground gated parking, pool + 
spa. Los Altos School District.  $699,988

Helen & Ki Nyborg  

MOUNTAIN VIEW ■ Great 3bd/2.5ba town house 
located in a quiet cul-de-sac on the Los Altos bor-
der. Kitchen with granite counters + custom cabi-
nets. High ceilings in LR.  $830,000

Patricia Robison & Ursula Cremona



Voices
A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Kelly Truong.

“ Mostly Chinese newspapers, and 
the TV — ABC and NBC.”

  Stephen Chien, Mountain View

“ I read two papers a day — the 
Chronicle and the Santa Cruz 
Sentinel — and The Economist, 
and the Internet.”

  Dann Clark, Santa Cruz

“ I get it from the Web sites — 
Yahoo — or I just get 
it from my friends.”

  Cynthia Yee, San Francisco

“ New York Times-dot-com 
and Google News.”

  William Beare, Mountain View

“ Mostly online — 
MyYahoo-dot-com.”

  Andrew Kao, Sunnyvale

Where do you get your 
news from?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

FREE
EXAM

NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INCLUDES EXAM & X-RAYS!

Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply. 

Offer Good for 60 Days.

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
A $99.00 VALUE!

FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam, 
X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Are you past due for your check-up and cleaning?

w w w. S m i l e s D e n t a l . c o m

· Service – At smiles dental, we believe 
in treating our patients to the best of 
dentistry and technology with fi rst class 
personal service. 

· Passionate – Our skilled team is 
passionate about helping our patients 
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

· Smiles – Our offi ce is equipped 
with the latest technology to help you 
achieve the mile you deserve. 

Dr. William Hall & Dr. Peri Eilers

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View 

(Corner of El Camino and Calderon)
650.964.2626

Stylers Floor Covering, Inc.
129 First Street, Los Altos  • (650)917-8910

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, QUALITY AND VALUE SINCE 1953
Contractors Lic #750203

©   2008 Hunter Douglas, Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas, Inc.

FPO

ANNUAL HOLIDAY SAVINGS EVENT

Somehow, the holidays seem even more festive when 

you're saving money. That's why we're offering you  

a $50 rebate per window on Pirouette® Window 

Shadings, which are designed to control light in 

an entirely new way. Offer valid September 25 – 

December 15, 2008. Ask for details.

$50 SAVINGS
Get a $50 rebate on

Pirouette® Window Shadings  

10 window max

Per 
Window

Annual Holiday Savings Event

With holiday savings this big, what’s left to wish for?

© 2008 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc. Manufacturer’s rebate. Limits and restrictions apply.

NOVEMBER 14, 2008   ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■  3  



LocalNews

4  ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■  NOVEMBER 14, 2008

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 
WEAPON
100 Block Fairchild Dr., 11/6

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE
200 Block Crittenden Lane, 11/4

AUTO BURGLARY
200 Block W. El Camino Real, 11/6
Sherland Ave., 11/7
Colony St./N. Rengstorff Ave., 11/7
700 Block N. Shoreline Bl., 11/7
200 Block California St., 11/7

BATTERY
Moffett Bl., 11/5
200 Block Heather Ct., 11/5
Castro St., 11/9

CHILD MOLESTATION
100 Block Ednamary Way, 11/7

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Moffett Plaza, 11/7
 

DISTURBANCE
200 Block Benjamin Dr., 11/7

DRIVING UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE
100 Block Terra Bella Ave., 11/9
W. El Camino Real, 11/9
200 Block W. El Camino Real, 11/9

GRAND THEFT
Stierlin Road, 11/4
600 N. Shoreline Bl., 11/6
100 Block Flynn Ave., 11/7
2000 Block Diericx Ct., 11/7
300 Block Lavender Dr., 11/7
W. Dana St., 11/9

IDENTITY THEFT
100 Block W. El Camino Real, 11/4

MISSING PERSON - JUVENILE
500 Block McCarty Ave., 11/7

PAROLE VIOLATION
100 Block W. El Camino Real, 11/5
100 Rock St., 11/9

PEEPING TOM
Ehrhorn Ave., 11/9

PETTY THEFT
200 Block California St., 11/5
Showers Dr., 11/5
200 Block Dell Ave., 11/6
Sears Department Store, 11/6
300 Block Moffett Bl., 11/6
Lozano’s Carwash, 11/7
Walmart, 11/7
200 Block Sherland Ave., 11/7
500 Block N. Shoreline Bl., 11/7
100 Block Isabelle Ave., 11/9
200 Block Leghorn St., 11/9
Flynn Ave., 11/10

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA
Escuela Ave., 11/4

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
100 Block W. Middlefield Road, 11/5
200 Block Heather Ct., 11/5
Sierra Vista Ave., 11/5
200 Block Katrina Way, 11/6
100 Block Sleeper Ave., 11/6
400 Block Moorpark Way, 11/7
Pettis Ave., 11/10
E. El Camino Real, 11/10

ROBBERY
Costco, 11/6

STOLEN VEHICLE
Century 16 Cinema, 11/7

SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE
200 Block Del Medio Ct., 11/4
100 San Marcos Cl., 11/4
200 Block Vincent Dr., 11/7
Escuela Ave., 11/10

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/PERSON
300 Block Sierra Vista Ave., 11/6
Murlagan Ave., 11/6
200 Block California St., 11/6
E. El Camino Real, 11/9
100 Block California St., 11/10
 

TERRORIST THREATS
Sonia Way, 11/10

UNLICENSED DRIVER
100 Block Latham St., 11/4

VANDALISM
100 Block W. El Camino Real, 11/4
300 Block Escuela Ave., 11/7
200 Block California St., 11/9

■  P O L I C E L O G

ADRIAN MELENDEZ
 Adrian “Mel” Melendez, descen-
dent of one of the first families to 
settle in Alta California, died on 
Nov. 1. He was 92 years old.
 Melendez was born on the 
Morongo Indian Reservation in 
Palm Springs, California, and went 
on to become a track and football 
star at his high school. He served in 
the U.S. Army during World War 
II, earning a Bronze Star and Purple 
Heart when he was wounded in 
action. Afterward, he worked as a 
highway construction superinten-

dent. Known as “Chief,” he worked 
for 40 years on California freeways, 
runways, dams and bridges.
 Melendez is survived by his wife 
Lupe of 61 years and his sister 
Rose, as well as his four children, 
10 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. He leaves behind a 
large extended family.
 A funeral Mass will be held 
on Friday, Nov. 7 at 11 a.m. at St. 
Simon Church, 1860 Grant Road, 
Los Altos. In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests that contributions 
be made to a charity of the donor’s 
own choice.

■  O B I T U A R Y

Stanford Dermatology Clinic 
Now Offers Extended Hours!

Stanford Dermatology Clinic Provides State-of-the-Art
Care and Management for the Common to Complex
Problems of Adult Skin.

We offer a full range of medical and surgical dermatology services
including Mohs Micrographic Surgery.

Stanford Dermatology Clinic hours are designed to fit your schedule.

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday
through Friday 

Extended clinic hours:
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Wednesdays
and Thursdays

8:00 am - Noon on Saturdays.

A physician is on call 24 hours 
a day.

For more information, or to make
a dermatology appointment 

Call: 650-723-6316.
Stanford Dermatology Clinic
900 Blake Wilbur Drive, W0001
Stanford, CA 94305

www.stanfordhospital.com

Editor’s Note: The following obituary ran last week with an incorrect date.



■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

■ COMMUNITY

■ FEATURESLocalNews
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

  NOVEMBER 14, 2008 ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■  5  

Sunset 
painting

By Don Frances

LIFELONG Mountain View 
resident and esteemed 
watercolor artist Gladys 

Robinson is retiring, I’m told. 
Considering that many people 
take up painting when they 
retire, what do painters do?
 Maybe you can find out when 
you see Robinson at the Portola 
Art Gallery in Menlo Park, where 
a final reception will be held for 
the artist on Nov. 22.
 According to a press release 
from the gallery, “Her paintings 
capture the familiar landmarks 
of the Peninsula: the old S.P. 
Railroad stations, the oak-stud-
ded pasture lands, the redwoods, 
the Pacific lighthouses, the mis-
sions, in traditional yet impres-
sionistic style.” Just reading that 
makes me want to take a nature 
walk.
 The release also says Robinson 
received her art training at San 
Jose State, and now has more 
than 200 paintings in private 
collections here and abroad.
 The reception is Saturday, Nov. 
22 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Portola 
Art Gallery, located at 75 Arbor 
Road at the Allied Arts Guild in 
Menlo Park. Call (650) 321-0220 
or visit www.portolaartgallery.
com for more. To contact Robin-
son, write RobArt28@comcast.
net. For a taste of her art, visit 
GladysRobinsonArt.com.

GINGER MCCLURE, site super-
visor for the Adult Day Care 
program in Sunnyvale, wrote 
to remind me that November is 
National Caregiver’s Month. 
 Her program, now open a year, 
“was designed to support care-
givers needing help in taking care 
of their older family members, 
helping them to age in place and 
remain independent.” She added 
that “We are here three days a 
week, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and oper-
ate on a sliding scale.”
 For more, call (408) 530-8734. V

Military 
kids alter 
district’s 

plans
MV WHISMAN MAY SEND 
MOFFETT STUDENTS TO 
MONTA LOMA INSTEAD 

OF BUBB SCHOOL

From the
Editor’s 

Desk

Clean laundry, good karma
JAMIL SHAIKH’S MOFFETT LAUNDRYMAT IS FIRST 

IN COUNTY TO BE CERTIFIED GREEN

By Daniel DeBolt

Laundromats, on the sur-
face, may appear to be 
uninteresting places. But 

not to Jamil Shaikh.
 Shaikh has owned the Mof-
fett Laundrymat, tucked in the 
shopping center on Moffett 
Boulevard and Cypress Point 
Drive, for about 20 years. To 
this day his enthusiasm about 
the business — recently certi-
fied as a green business by Santa 
Clara County — is palpable, 
and he can talk at length about 

it and the customers that come 
through. 
 Shaikh is a human relations 
commissioner for the city, and 
owning a laundry facility is his 
way to keep in touch with the 
community. “I do my outreach 
right here,” he says. 
 Even though he has a day job 
as an engineering consultant, 
he is often seen at Moffett 
Laundrymat, chatting with 
customers like the Army colo-
nel who liked to clean the place 
while waiting for his clothes, 
or the engineer who sketched 

out plans for a medical device 
that Shaikh later read about in 
a magazine. 
 Lately, Moffett Laundrymat 
has earned Shaikh the respect 
of local environmentalists. On 
Nov. 17 he will receive an award 
from the mayor for his efforts.
 Shaikh was not even aware 
of the county’s green business 
certification when he set out 
to extract every bit of energy 
efficiency from his operation 
that he could afford. In fact, he 

  See LAUNDRY, page 12

MARJAN SADOUGHI 

Moffett Laundry mat owner Jamil Shaikh shows off his Energy Star rated commercial washing machines.

Together again: Mountain View Reads
‘THREE CUPS OF TEA’ IS THIS YEAR’S CHOICE FOR CITYWIDE PROGRAM

By Kelly Truong

This is the month of Mountain 
View Reads Together, an 
annual event that encour-

ages city residents to read the same 
book and participate in various free 
events centered around it.
 This year, MV Reads has cho-
sen “Three Cups of Tea” by Greg 
Mortenson and David Oliver Relin. 
The book chronicles Mortenson’s 

journey as a mountain climber-
turned-humanitarian, who stum-
bled into an impoverished Paki-
stani village after a failed climbing 
attempt. The villagers nursed him 
back to health, and in return, he 
promised to build them a school.
 “It’s a very meaningful book 
about someone who made a 
difference in his community — 
the power of one person,” said 
Mountain View librarian Can-

dace Bowers. 
 Mortenson wrote more than 
580 letters to wealthy celebrities 
asking for help. He received one 
response — a $100 check from Tom 
Brokaw — and ended up selling all 
of his possessions and living in his 
car for months. Since then, he has 
established more than 78 schools in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

  See READS, page 8

By Casey Weiss

Now that many families 
with young children 
have moved into the 

190 units of military hous-
ing at Moffett Field, their 
presence is being felt in local 
schools — so much so, in fact, 
that at Bubb Elementary, over-
crowded kindergarten classes 
have forced some students out 
of what would have been their 
neighborhood school.
 Officials at the Mountain 
View Whisman School Dis-
trict, who set up a plan to bus 
Moffett kids to Bubb three 
and a half years ago, are now 
suggesting that they instead 
be sent to Monta Loma Ele-
mentary School, which is 
closer to the base. There are 
currently 23 students bused 
from the base to Bubb, but 
administrators say there are 
more Moffett students at 
Bubb who do not use the dis-
trict’s transportation. 
 If the plan is approved by 
school trustees at a meet-
ing next Thursday, Monta 
Loma will receive the bulk of 
these incoming kindergar-
teners in the 2009-10 school 
year. The district notified 
parents this week about the 
potential changes, which are 
likely to mean that families 
whose children now attend 
Bubb School will stay there, 
while military students, who 
live north of U.S. Highway 
101, will be bused to Monta 
Loma. 
 “We had a situation this year 
that we didn’t know would 
happen,” director of adminis-
trative services Stephanie Tot-
ter said of the overcrowding.
 Trustees were scheduled to 

  See MOFFETT, page 13
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All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 7:30 PM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 7:30 PM

562 N. BRITTON AVENUE, SUNNYVALE, CA 94085-3841
P: 408.481.9900   •   WWW.TKA.ORG   •   F: 408.481.9932

ACSI AND WASC ACCREDITATION

OpenHouse
100% OF 2008 TKA GRADUATES 

ENROLLED IN COLLEGE
For information on spiritual life, athletics, 
performing arts, Honors/AP classes, test 
scores, and college acceptances, please 

access our School Profile at www.tka.org

THE KING’S ACADEMY
A CHRISTIAN COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
Junior and Senior High School • Grades 6-12

FAITH • KNOWLEDGE • INTEGRITY •  PASSION

LocalNews

Obama moon  
■  S E E N  A R O U N D  T O W N

 Isaac Kikawada of 
Mountain View Avenue 
provided the follow-
ing story on this elec-
tion night shot of the 
moon.
 “My wife Heidi is tak-
ing an evening course 
at Foothill College called 
‘Astronomy for Poets,’ 
taught by none other 
than the most informa-
tive and entertaining 
Prof. Andrew Fraknoi, 
and [Nov. 4] she came 
home absolutely elated 
since she learned that 
Obama has won the 
presidential race. So 
immediately I went 
out and looked at the 
moon, which was nice-
ly smiling, as though 
she was singing ‘Joy to 
the World.’”
 If you have a photo 
taken around town 
which you’d like pub-
lished in the Voice, 
please send it (as a jpg 
attachment) to editor@
mv-voice.com.

Attacks on sex offenders 
may be connected

By Daniel DeBolt

Police say two registered 
sex offenders living in 
Mountain View have 

been targeted for attack in 
recent weeks, apparently by 
someone who wants to pun-
ish them for their crimes.
 In the first incident, a sex 
offender’s home was nearly 
set on fire by a Molotov 
cocktail on Oct. 19 before a 
passerby intervened. In the 
latest incident, on Nov. 6, 
a suspect broke into a sex 
offender’s home and hit him 
several times on the head, 
causing moderate lacerations 
that required hospital treat-
ment. In both instances, the 
attacker made it clear that he 
was targeting a sex offender, 
said police spokesperson Liz 
Wylie. 
 “He is attacking people 
because they are sex offend-
ers, which is awful,” Wylie 

said.
 Sex offenders are easily 
tracked because their where-
abouts are posted online by 
law enforcement agencies.
 Police are not sure if the two 
incidents involve the same 
suspect, but the descriptions 
from each incident are simi-
lar. Police will be releasing a 
description soon. 
 Like most of the 80 reg-
istered sex offenders in the 
city, both of the sex offend-
ers in these attacks had been 
convicted of crimes against 
children, Wylie said. Each 
crime happened more than 
15 years ago and each of 
the sex offenders had been 
law abiding as of late, Wylie 
said.
 Police have not ruled out 
that the suspect knew the 
victim in each crime, but 
the man who was physically 
beaten said he had “never 
seen the suspect before in 

his life and didn’t know why 
he would attack him,” Wylie 
said.
 In both instances the sus-
pect is described by police as 
about six feet tall, in his early 
20s and wearing “all dark 
clothing, including a dark 
baseball cap.” In the first 
incident he was described by 
the passerby as Hispanic and 
weighing about 175 pounds. 
But in the second the suspect 
is described as white. 
 Sex offenders are urged 
to report suspicious activity 
to the police at (650) 903-
6344. 
 “Obviously we’re con-
cerned sex offenders will be 
hesitant to come forward,” 
Wylie said. “But we want to 
encourage them. If anything 
is out of place, we really want 
them to call.” V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

Le Cordon Bleu du ParisLe Cordon Bleu du Paris
Certifi ed Caterers | www.taste-fullevents.com

Call for Bookings | (650)949-2899 | (650)518-1598
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A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221  

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189 Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

Couple continues efforts 
to help Africa’s poor

EX-FIRE CHIEF ROBERT BURNS AND HIS WIFE 
MARY FETED BY VILLAGERS IN MALAWI

By Kelly Truong

Former Mountain View 
fire Chief Robert Burns 
couldn’t sleep through 

the night in Malawi.
 “I kept getting awakened at 
two in the morning, wonder-
ing, ‘What’s that chop-chop-
chop?’” said Robert. “It was 
women in the field, working.”
 Robert and his wife Mary 
recently spent three weeks 
in Manyesa, Malawi, a vil-
lage they have been helping 
through philanthropic efforts 
for two years. 
 Their mission began in 
2006, when they attended 
a benefit at a church in El 
Cerrito. The event organizer 
spoke to the audience about 
the impoverished conditions 
of his alma mater, the Kasimu 
Grammar School in Manye-
sa. A generous scholarship 
from a French family had 
enabled him to continue his 
education, he said, but most 
children in the school have 
little hope of such an oppor-
tunity. 
 “When we heard the story 
we felt like we had to help,” 
Mary in 2007.
 Early that year, the hus-
band-and-wife team founded 
the Kasimu Education Fund, 
or KEF, a nonprofit organi-
zation supporting Kasimu 
Grammar School. This sum-
mer they decided to see how 
the efforts were coming, and 
made their first trip to the 
southeast African country, 
meeting with ministry offi-
cials and villagers.
 “The people were extreme-
ly generous,” said Mary. 
“They’re the most joyful, 
beautiful people.”
 The Burnses arrived to a 
tumultuous crowd of roughly 
150 villagers, who sang and 
danced as they surrounded 
the couple’s car. “They were 
singing, ‘They have arrived! 
They have arrived!’” said 
Robert. “It was impressive. It 
was humbling.”
 “I was overwhelmed,” Mary 
said. “They just couldn’t stop 
laughing and singing and 
shaking our hands. Every-
where we went, they followed 
us.”
 Though most villagers go to 
bed hungry every night, they 

continually showed up to 
the Burns’ house with goats, 
chickens and other gifts. 
Starvation is an overwhelm-
ing problem in the area, 
Robert said, particularly with 
the onset of global warming 
interfering with their food 
production cycle. 
 KEF has helped fund fer-
tilizer programs for farm-
ers in order to combat the 
food shortage problem. It 
has also started a micro-loan 
program, which will help 
create 35 small businesses 
in the area, and is currently 
planning the installation of a 
solar/wind generator to pro-
vide electricity and running 
water.
 KEF also is working with 
One Dollar for Life, a stu-
dent-based group at Los 
Altos High School, to build 
a high school to complement 
Kasimu Grammar School, 
which currently enrolls about 
1,100 students from eight vil-
lages. KEF has raised funds 
to provide students with a 
daily meal, scholarships, new 
classrooms, books, uniforms 
and teacher training.
 “They have a great respect 
for education,” said Mary. For 
them, “It’s a privilege to go to 
school — this is something 
they love.”
 Although KEF provides 
funding, its main goal is to 
help the villagers become 
self-sufficient. “When we 
walk away, they can look at 
what happened and say, ‘We 
did these things for our-
selves,” said Robert. By build-
ing infrastructure in the area, 
KEF hopes to reach that point 
in 10 years’ time.
 “They’re very poor, and 
they need food, and they 
definitely want to be educat-
ed,” said Mary. “But for poor 
people, they’re very joyful. 
They have something very 
special: their happiness, their 
joyousness, that’s something I 
hope they don’t lose.”
 Those interested in donat-
ing to KEF may contact the 
Burnses at (650) 968-0723 or 
write to them at 1667 Spring-
er Road, Mountain View, CA 
94040.

E-mail Kelly Truong at 
ktruong@mv-voice.com
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PARKS COMMISSION SAYS 
HISTORY MUSEUM IS TOO TALL
 After reviewing the latest plan for the 
open space known as the Cuesta Annex 
last Wednesday, the Parks and Recreation 
Commission said the city history museum 
planned for the rear of the Annex is too tall. 
 Plans show the building at 35 feet, but 
commissioners wanted it lower, so as not to 
block the view of the mountains, said com-
missioner Ed Mussman.
 There are other proposals for the 12-acre 
space next to Cuesta Park, and the com-

mission said those were fine: a landscaped 
flood basin in the front half and a heritage 
orchard along with a small community 
garden in the back. 
 “Some people say don’t touch it, leave it 
open space,” Mussman said. But with all the 
amenities, “more people will be able to use it, 
not just a few.”
 The City Council will approve the final 
plans for the Annex in the next few months.

— Daniel DeBolt
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Go to  va l leywater.org

Once it’s on    it’s gone.

California is in a drought. Unless we all pitch in and conserve, 
mandatory restrictions may be the next step. 

Valley Water is calling for an 
immediate 10% voluntary cutback. 

Reducing water use is easy. For water-saving tips, a free Water-Wise 
House Call, and rebates on high-efficiency toilets, washers and irrigation 

hardware, go to valleywater.org or call 408.265.2607, ext. 2554. 

Start saving now. Because once it’s on, it’s gone.
valleywater.org

Easy ways to save 10%
Install low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators; save 16 gallons a day. 

Turn the faucet off while you brush your teeth; save 2 gallons per minute. 

Fix leaky faucets; save 15-20 gallons per day per leak. 

Water before 6 a.m.; save 20-25 gallons per day. 

Get a new water-saving washer or toilet and get a money-saving rebate. 

Save water and money with 
a free Water-Wise House Call

We’ll come to your home and assess your water use, check for leaks,
optimize your irrigation schedule, and even install water-efficient 

shower heads. Schedule yours,
Monday through Saturday, 

at valleywater.org.

relocate 33 of the 64 households last year, 
said Linda Lauzze, neighborhood services 
manager. That was “the very least we could 
do,” said council member Laura Macias at 
the time. “I hope we don’t have to look at 
another development like this where 250 
people are kicked onto the street.”
 The experience led the City Council to 
approve a policy requiring developers to pay 
relocation expenses when low-income hous-
ing is torn down. 
 Most members of the council never liked 
the condo project to begin with. In 2007, a 
council majority objected to the project’s 

unusual density. But the previous council 
had allowed the “R4” zoning change, and the 
council did not want to change the direction 
of a “horse in mid-stream,” as council mem-
ber Jac Siegel put it. 
 But now the city has a different problem 
to contend with: the existing apartment 
buildings. The city has even considered hav-
ing the whole complex torn down, Martello 
said, because at least then the neighborhood 
would have an open lot instead of a vacant, 
run-down apartment complex with a cyclone 
fence around it. 
 A final verdict on 291 Evandale will 
come after the building inspectors have 
completed their examination of the 
buildings, Martello said. V  

 “There are so many points throughout the 
book where it seems pointless, but he still 
puts his heart into everything he does,” said 
MV Reads coordinator Sharlene Gee. “He 
continually makes progress.’
 Members of the Mountain View Reads 
committee were unanimous in their choice of 
“Three Cups of Tea” this year. Bowers cited its 
themes of community, education and culture 
as reasons for its selection.
 This month will feature a total of 14 free 
events designed to promote discussion and 
interaction based on the themes of the novel. 
Events are located all over the city, from book 
discussions at Red Rock Cafe to film screen-
ings at the Community School of Music and 

Arts. Attendance ranges from a group of five 
to a crowd of 150, depending on the venue.
 “It’s not just a book club, it’s a community-
building event,” said Gee.
 Gee, a volunteer mediator since 1999, has 
experience in bringing people together. “A 
lot of times we discover that we don’t know 
each other,” she said. By giving residents 
something in common with the Mountain 
View Reads project, she hopes that they 
will be able to learn from each other in the 
process.
 Gee recalled a discussion in the East West 
Bookstore earlier this month: “People were 
lingering, talking about the book,” she said. 
“It’s fun to put together things that build 
communities through the arts. You’re inter-
preting things that really matter.”
 For more visit www.mvreads.org. V

READS
  Continued from page 5

EVANDALE
  Continued from page 1

MV READS, CSMA 
PRESENT ‘OSAMA’
 The Community School of Music and 
Arts is screening “Osama,” a film about the 
oppression of women under the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, on Nov. 19.
 “Osama,” which won the 2004 Golden 
Globe for Best Foreign Language film, tells 
the story of a young girl who disguises herself 
as a boy in order to support her family. CSMA 
is presenting the film in conjunction with 
Mountain View Reads Together as one of sev-
eral cultural events throughout the month. 
 The screening, which is free and open 
to the public, will begin at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 19 in CSMA’s Tateuchi 
Hall, located at 230 San Antonio Circle.

ISLAMIC GROUP PRESENTS
‘WOMEN IN ISLAM’
 Also among the many events organized 
this month by Mountain View Reads 
Together, the Islamic Networks Group 
will make a presentation on significant 
Muslim women throughout history, 
discussing common stereotypes and the 
place of women in Islam. 
 The presentation, titled “Women in 
Islam,” is Nov. 24 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Library Common Room, 585 Franklin 
St. Visit www.mvreads.org for more infor-
mation.

—Kelly Truong 
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Because of the Gift it Gave to Us.
Our son, Alexander, was born with a near fatal 

condition known as hydrops, which filled his 

tiny body with fluid. Thanks to the expert care 

from Packard’s team of doctors and nurses, 

Alexander’s life was saved.

Please join us in making a gift to Packard  

Children’s. Your support will bring the most 

advanced care to any child in our community. 

And that can make a world of difference to 

families like ours.

Support YOUR Children’s Hospital
Visit www.supportLPCH.org

S U P P O R T
C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I TA L

YO U R

Our Family Gives
to Packard Children’s Hospital...
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“Wouldn't you just love Warm Tile 
for your Tootsies this winter?”

Tues-Sat. 10am -6pm  
www.thebathroominc.com

Contractor Lic. #867330

TheBath
Room

1910 W. El Camino Real #E 
Mountain View • 650/968-7666

FREE Radiant fl oor heating system 
when you reserve a full bath 
remodel by December 19. 

See web site or visit store for details. 
Remodel must be completed by 
March 31, 2009

proposals are changing almost 
weekly. For now, Joe White, 
associate superintendent of busi-
ness services, said he is in “wait 
and see” mode. 
 The state Legislature approved 
a budget in September, but since 
then California has accumu-
lated a bigger shortfall, and poli-
ticians are now looking to cut 
additional funds from schools.
 The state has a deficit of 
$11.2 billion, and Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger proposed this 
month to slash educational 
funding starting January 2009 
by $2.5 billion. He is also hoping 
for an additional $4.7 billion in 
new revenue, and is pushing for 
a sales tax increase of 1.5 cents, 
according to a press release from 
The California Association of 
School Business Officials. The 
governor hopes to pass these 
mid-year cuts by Nov. 30.
 “One thing is for sure — we 
have a shortfall, and it is huge,” 
White said of the state deficit. 
 Under his current proposal, 
Schwarzenegger wants to sig-
nificantly reduce average daily 
attendance funding — money 
school districts normally receive 
for each student — cutting $300 
for every student. This would 
slash more than $1 million 
from the high school district, 
which has approximately 3,478 
students. 
 “It gives us a target number, 
but it is too early to see what will 
transpire,” White said.
 The Mountain View Whis-
man Elementary School District 
has around 4, 400 students, and 
would lose $1.3 million from 
these average daily attendance 
cuts. Under the governor’s pro-
posal, the district also would 
not receive cost of living adjust-
ments, even as its expenses 
increase. The total effect would 
be about $1.5 million in cuts to 
Mountain View Whisman. 

 The elementary school dis-
trict is a revenue limit district 
and receives the majority of its 
funding from the state, while 
the high school district is basic 
aid, meaning most of its funding 
comes from property taxes.
 “There goes our reserve,” 
Mountain View Whisman trust-
ee Ellen Wheeler said during a 
board meeting last week after 
she found out about the cuts. 
 High school administrators say 
there is one slight upside, since the 
new proposal would grant more 
flexibility to school districts as 
they implement the reductions. 
Administrators could transfer 
funds which are traditionally 
allotted to specific programs, and 
the flexibility “gives us opportu-
nities,” White said.
 When politicians passed the 
state budget in September, they 
did not cut as much from 
schools as originally expected, 
and the high school district was 
spared nearly $600,000. The dis-
trict has not spent this money, 
and may be able to put it toward 
mid-year cuts. 
 Following a budget update dur-
ing the high school board meet-
ing on Monday, trustees asked 
if it was time to start preparing 
a budget advisory committee. 
During the last budget crisis, 
they turned to students, teachers, 
parents and community mem-
bers to help plan the cuts.
 But “For anyone to take action 
now, that would be short-sight-
ed,” White said, especially since 
state Republicans refused to 
support the tax increase. With-
out this extra revenue, the state 
may have to cut even more.
 In the case of “significant” 
cuts, MVLA Superintendent 
Barry Groves said the district 
would form a budget advisory 
committee to make recommen-
dations to the board. But Groves 
said he does not want to convene 
a committee without knowing 
the state’s final numbers. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

BUDGET
  Continued from page 1FOOTHILL DISTRICT SEEKS 

TO FILL OPEN SEAT
The Foothill-De Anza Community 
College District is looking for appli-
cants to fill a vacancy on the trustee 
board, which opened up on Nov. 4 
after board member Paul Fong was 
elected to the state Assembly. 
 Fong will be leaving the board 
after 15 years of service to represent 
the 22nd District, which includes 
Mountain View. He replaces 
Assemblywoman Sally Lieber, who 
terms out this year. 
 The district board is taking 
applications until Monday, Dec. 1 
for the year-long position. Trustees 
will announce the newest board 
member during a public meeting 
on Dec. 8. The new board member 
will serve until December 2009, and 
can then run for reelection.
 The seven board members meet 
once or twice a month to set district 
policies. Trustees are compensated 

with health benefits and a small 
stipend.
 Applicants must be registered 
to vote and live within the dis-
trict, which serves Mountain View, 
Cupertino, Palo Alto, Los Altos, 
Los Altos Hills, Sunnyvale and 
parts of San Jose. Those interested 
must submit a resume and letter 
“summarizing their experience, 
education and interest relative to 
the mission of the board of trust-
ees,” according to a district news 
release.
 For more information, call the 
chancellor’s office at (650) 949- 
6100 or e-mail trustee_appoint-
ment@fhda.edu. 

DISTRICT HIRES NEW 
AT-RISK INTERVENTION 
SUPERVISOR
 The elementary school district 
has hired a new intervention 

supervisor to work with at-risk 
students at Graham Middle 
School, replacing Marco Garcia, 
who left to become a Mountain 
View police officer.
 Jose Ordonez started earlier 
this month. He will work with 
his counterpart at Crittenden 
Middle School, Arturo Noriega, 
a childhood friend, to target 
students who might be headed 
in the wrong direction.
 The Mountain View Whis-
man School District started 
the at-risk intervention super-
visor position two years to 
address gang activity, especially 
on the middle school campuses. 
Administrators say the position 
is critical for reducing behav-
ioral problems at school and in 
the community.

— Casey Weiss
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CAR WASH
Lozano Brushless

L O Z A N O  B R U S H L E S S  C A R  WA S H
 

 (408) 245-7737  
B

 
(650) 941-0590  

CAR WASH
$14 OFF

Offer expires 1/31/09

Ladies' Day SPECIAL
$17 OFF

No extra charge for SUVs, VANs, TRUCKS & 4x4s

Offer expires 1/31/09

Armor All 
Tire Dressing

CAR WASH
$15 OFF

Offer expires 1/31/09

Men's Day SPECIAL
$17 OFF

Offer expires 1/31/09

Armor All 
Tire Dressing $10.99

NOW ONLY       

WK

GOOD ONLY ON WEDNESDAYS

SAVE MON. THRU THURS. ONLY SAVE EVERYDAY 7-DAYS A WEEK

GOOD ONLY ON TUESDAYS

No extra charge for SUVs, VANs, TRUCKS & 4x4s

No extra charge for SUVs, VANs, TRUCKS & 4x4s No extra charge for SUVs, VANs, TRUCKS & 4x4s

$14.99  full service wash & vacuum
$4.00  clean ’n shine polish wax
$3.00  clean ’n shine sealer wax
$3.00  wheel bright
$3.00  
$27.99 VALUE

NOW ONLY       

$10.99WK

$14.99  full service wash & vacuum
$4.00  clean ’n shine polish wax
$3.00  clean ’n shine sealer wax
$3.00  wheel bright
$3.00  
$27.99 VALUE

$14.99  full service wash & vacuum
$4.00  clean ’n shine polish wax
$3.00  clean ’n shine sealer wax
$3.00  wheel bright
$3.00  
$27.99 VALUE $13.99

NOW ONLY       

WK

Armor All 
Tire Dressing

$14.99  full service wash & vacuum
$4.00  clean ’n shine polish wax
$3.00  clean ’n shine sealer wax
$3.00  wheel bright
$3.00  
$27.99 VALUE $12.99

NOW ONLY       

WK

Armor All 
Tire Dressing



with the goal of having all stu-
dents become “proficient” or 
better in math and language arts 
by 2014. A ranking system called 
“Academic Yearly Progress,” or 
AYP, ranks students as “basic,” 
“proficient” or “advanced,” par-
tially depending on how they 
perform on the yearly California 
Standards Tests.
 Each state outlines its own mea-
surement goals, and officials in 
California decided to start small. 
They expected each subgroup to 
increase its performance by only 
a couple percentage points every 
year at first. Now, to make up for 
lost time, the standards are jump-
ing dramatically — increasing 
11 percent each year until 2014 
— and many local administra-
tors say the new benchmarks are 
impossible for every subgroup at 
every school to meet. 
 Under NCLB rules, students 
are categorized into subgroups 
depending on their ethnicity, 
socio-economic background, lan-
guage proficiency and any learn-
ing disabilities they may have. 
English language learners and 
Latinos, in both Mountain View 
school districts and the state, fall 

significantly behind their Asian 
and white counterparts in math 
and English testing. 

Close call for MVLA
 For the first time, the Moun-
tain View-Los Altos High School 
District almost fell short of meet-
ing these standards in each sub-
group, with socio-economically 
disadvantaged students missing 
the benchmark of 33.4 percent by 
one-tenth of one point. 
 High school district administra-
tors said this difference “amounts 
to one or two students,” and they 
are checking student demograph-
ics to make sure they account for 
the correct number of disadvan-
taged students in the district. 
After this, they said, they will 
probably just make the cut.
 But the district may not be as 
lucky next year, when 44 percent 
of all students must be proficient 
or above in both subjects.
 “It is like high jumping at five 
feet, missing twice, and then 
going to six feet,” Superintendent 
Barry Groves said of the legisla-
tion.
 Both districts have schools 
which receive Title I funding, 
which is designated for schools 
with a relatively large percent-
age of low-income students. In 
exchange for the funding, they 
must meet the federal bench-

marks. (Districts which forgo 
Title I funding do not need to 
participate in all of the NCLB 
programs.)

Playing catch-up
 In the 2002-03 academic year, 
16 percent of middle and ele-
mentary school students were 
expected to be proficient in 
math, and 13.6 percent were 
expected to be proficient in Eng-
lish language arts. In 2007-08, 37 
percent of California elementary 
and middle school students were 
expected to be proficient in math 
and 35.2 percent in English arts. 
Next year, the benchmarks will 
jump to 47.5 percent in math 
and 46 percent in English. The 
numbers are similar for high 
school districts.
 A district is put on probation 
after its first year of not meeting 
these targets. If it falls behind 
two years in a row, it is designat-
ed a “Program Improvement” 
school, and has two years to 
catch up. Local administrators 
predict all California schools 
will become Program Improve-
ment schools by 2014.
 “By this time, playing the 
catch-up game is going to be 
difficult,” said Brigitte Sar-
raf, associate superintendent of 
educational services in the high 
school district.

 If a school does not make the 
Academic Yearly Progress expec-
tations after two years, punish-
ments begin to increase, with 
pressure on both the district and 
the school. 
 Program Improvement schools 
and their districts may have to 
extend the academic year, while 
also offering students the choice 
of changing schools or attending 
supplemental programs. At that 
point, the school begins concen-
trating on replacing teachers and 
developing its staff. 
 After schools have been labeled 

Program Improvement schools 
for five years, punishments are 
enacted, and “after that there 
is no year six, and the schools 
just collect,” said Pam Slater, 
spokesperson for the California 
Department of Education.
 The elementary school district’s 
Lairon, in an interview earlier this 
year, wondered how such severe 
measures will improve education.
 “If everyone becomes Program 
Improvement, what is the point?” V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com
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www.starone.org
(408) 543-5202

toll-free (866) 543-5202
Sunnyvale

1080 Enterprise Way, Ste 150
Enterprise Way & 11th Ave

(Formerly H St & 11th Ave)

Cupertino
10991 N De Anza Blvd

De Anza Blvd & Homestead Rd

San Jose
1090 Blossom Hill Rd

Blossom Hill Rd & Almaden Expwy

Palo Alto
3903 El Camino Real

El Camino Real & Ventura Ave

*Bauer Financial, Inc., the nation’s leading independent bank and credit union rating and research firm, has been analyzing and reporting on the financial condition of the nation’s banking industry since 1983. Financial Institutions cannot pay for 
ratings, and cannot avoid being evaluated by Bauer Financial, Inc.

There is a Safe and Secure 
Place for Your Money!

Star One Credit Union, one of the largest and strongest credit 
unions in the nation has been rated “SUPERIOR” year after year 
by Bauer Financial, Inc. We were awarded their highest Five Star 
rating (★★★★★) for being safe,financially sound, and operating 
well above the regulatory requirements.

“★★★★★”
- Bauer Financial, Inc.*

Come Join US!
• Membership is open to all who live, work  
 or attend school in Santa Clara County

• Deposit Accounts insured by NCUA, a U.S.  
 Government Agency, to at least $250,000

Serving our community since 1956
Over 78,000 members

LEFT BEHIND
  Continued from page 1

MARJAN SADOUGHI 

Third grader Jodye Rivera, right, and her classmate Jose Aguirre read 
books as part of the independent reading program at Castro School.
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Healing Your Heart from Loss

Join us for our first lecture, “Healing Your Heart 
from Loss” as part of BridgePoint at Los Altos’ 

three-month seminar series. Learn how you can best 
support yourself and others when faced with a loss 
during the holiday season.

  
Tuesday, November 18th 

   2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Come for the workshop led by Janice Wallace, The 
Eldercare Coach, and share what you have learned 
in facing the challenges in your life.
 
Seating is limited. Call BridgePoint at Los Altos to 
reserve your seat.  (650) 948-7337

Independent & Assisted Living
1174 Los Altos Avenue • Los Altos, CA 94022

www.kiscoseniorliving.com • Lic# 435200989

Seminar series...Seminar series...

never really thought of himself 
as an environmentalist. Growing 
up in Pakistan, where he couldn’t 
afford to waste the water he car-
ried home, conservation was a 
way of life. 
 “I was just brought up that 
way,” he says. 
 Many of his conservation 
efforts are commonplace. By 
installing more efficient fluores-
cent lights and fixtures, he’s cut 
electricity use for lighting by a 
third. He put timers on the lights 
and the water heaters so that the 
place “goes to sleep” at night and 
no energy is wasted. “Every little 
bit adds up,” he said. 
 Despite major price hikes in 
energy over the last five years, 
Moffett Laundrymat’s energy 
costs have risen only slightly 
because of his improvements.
 Shaikh doesn’t use window 
cleaner to wash his windows. 
Instead, he uses old newspapers 
soaked in water, then recycles 
the newspaper. He said the 
ammonia from the news print 
provides all the cleaning power 
needed, and pointed to the clean 
windows as proof. He’s even 
talked the neighboring busi-

nesses into doing it. 
 The outreach doesn’t end 
there. Shaikh has been going to 
other laundromats, one as far 
away as Redwood City, to teach 
the owners there how to save 
money, energy and water. He 
says he doesn’t subscribe to the 
“every man for himself” busi-
ness philosophy. Whatever you 
do, he says, “it comes right back 
to you.” 
 The philosophy seems to be 
working, because Shaikh has 
never had a major crime occur 
at his laundromat, even after it 
was left unattended late at night 
with the doors open. The two 
liquor store owners next door, 
appreciative of the help he’s 
given them over the years, will 
call him if they see anything 
going on. 
 Customers appreciate Moffett 
Laundrymat too, and not just 
for its energy efficiency. Scott 
Pankonen, washing his clothes 
there on Monday, said he’s found 
no other machines that remove 
detergent as thoroughly as Shai-
kh’s do. That’s because they’re 
high-tech machines that spin 
over 1,000 times per minute. 
 That’s important to Pankonen, 
because he has an allergic reac-
tion to the traces of detergent 
left by other machines. “I used to 
break out with hives,” he said. 

Mentioned in task 
force report

 In the recent 300-page report 
by the city’s Environmental 
Sustainability Task Force, mem-
ber Julie Lovins used Moffett 
Laundrymat as an example of 
how much money and carbon 
emissions could be saved by 
solar water heating. 
 Shaikh is hoping to install a 
$10,000 system of roof-mounted 
water pipes and reservoirs that 
collect the sun’s energy to heat 
the laundromat’s water. It would 
save him an estimated $120,000 
in gas bills over 20 years, while 
cutting 280 metric tons of car-
bon emissions. Even though his 
roof isn’t oriented well enough 
with the sun’s path to justify 
expensive electric solar panels, 
Shaikh says he wants to pursue 
solar water heating.
 According to the task force 
report, solar water heating is the 
cheapest, quickest way to reduce 
natural gas consumption in the 
city. The city of Santa Clara 
already has a program to incen-
tivize the use of such systems for 
homes and businesses.
 See www.moffettlaundrymat.
com for more information. V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

LAUNDRY
  Continued from page 5

■  N E W S B R I E F S

MOUNTAIN VIEW MAN 
KILLED BY TRAIN IS ID’D

 A man who died after being 
struck by a train on Friday 
morning has been identified 
by the Santa Clara County 
medical examiner’s office as 
Mountain View resident John 
Dulaney.
 Dulaney, 30, was crossing 
the tracks south of the Moun-
tain View station, near a state 
Highway 85 overpass, when he 
was hit by a northbound train 
around 5:15 a.m.
 He was taken to Stan-
ford Hospital where he died 
around 9:30 a.m.
 There is no legal crossing at 
the spot where Dulaney was 
hit and it is unclear what he 
was doing on the tracks, said 
Detective Victor Lopez of the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office transit bureau. 

— Bay City News 

CULPRITS TURN FLAG 
UPSIDE DOWN
 Someone turned the U.S. 
flag upside down last Thurs-

day on the flagpole at the 
Cuesta fire station, accord-
ing to Battalion Chief John 
Owen. Although the motive 
is unclear, political protest by 
those opposed to President-
elect Barack Obama is one 
possibility.
 “I think somebody essential-
ly vandalized the flag,” Owen 
said. Firefighters righted the 
flag as soon as they could.
 Flying the flag upside down 
is a symbol of distress. Accord-
ing to numerous news reports, 
people and businesses all over 
the U.S. have been flying the 
flag upside-down as a state-
ment against the incoming 
president.
 “Sure smells like politi-
cal protest to me,” said Ken 
Chaney, who was standing in 
front of the station on Thurs-
day afternoon. 
 The U.S. Flag Code states 
that the flag “should never 
be displayed with the union 
down, except as a signal of 
dire distress in instances of 
extreme danger to life or 
property.”

— Daniel DeBolt 
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the right care. right here.
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040  |  www.elcaminohospital.org

|  E L  C A M I N O  H O S P I T A L  |

HEARTier Choices Education Series 
Presented by the South Asian Heart Center at El Camino Hospital

Wednesday, November 19    6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Exercise as Medicine  
Neal Scott, MD, PhD 
Cardiologist, El Camino Hospital

 El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria 
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

 To register and for more information  
call 800-216-5556

Looking for 
a great return 
on your investment?
A charitable gift annuity with El Camino Hospital 
provides you with guaranteed income for life and 
supports the hospital you have relied on since 1961.

A Charitable Gift Annuity is 
a life-income gift that locks 
in a guaranteed rate of return 
and gives you an immediate 
charitable income tax deduction.

El Camino Hospital has provided 
caring, compassionate, and 
technically advanced health care 
to our community for over 45 
years. Now, you can help preserve 
that tradition of excellence and 
receive income for life.

For further information call Madeline Chaleff, director of gift 
planning, El Camino Hospital Foundation, at 650-940-7154. 
All inquiries are completely confidential and without obligation.

vote on the policies last week, 
but delayed their decision to 
allow time to inform families 
from both schools and the base. 
However, the trustees agreed the 
board needed to approve new 
enrollment policies that would 
guarantee students who live in 
the Bubb neighborhood a seat at 
their local school.
 “When people buy houses 
across from a school, they expect 
to go to the school,” trustee Ellen 
Wheeler said. “I think we should 
give property rights.”
 The board has been talking 
about ways to reduce overcrowd-
ing for the last couple months, 
ever since the district reached 
4,400 students, a number it did 
not expect to see until 2011. 
Overcrowding is especially a 
problem at Bubb, which waitlist-
ed 32 students living within the 
school’s neighborhood boundar-
ies this school year. 
 The district hired a consultant 
to perform a new demographic 
study, but until then, adminis-
trators say these new enrollment 
boundaries would at least allevi-
ate overcrowding at Bubb.
 Board trustees originally dis-
cussed hiring a private investi-
gator to assure that all students 
are attending the appropriate 
schools, but administrators now 
say the additional families living 
on Moffett Field help to explain 
the overcrowding at Bubb.
 “Are we going to fix it all? No,” 
Totter said. “I don’t know if it will 
totally do what we want, but it is 
an attempt.”
 When board members decided 
to send military students to Bubb, 
“we had no kids coming off of the 
base,” Totter said.
 The military is currently build-
ing a new training and command 
center for Army Reserves at Mof-
fett Field, and all 190 houses on 
the base are now occupied. These 
families want their students to 
attend the same school, accord-
ing to a government official who 
wished to remain anonymous. 
 According to Craig Goldman, 
the district’s chief financial officer, 
there are 85 students bused from 
the base to Mountain View ele-
mentary schools. Administrators 
and trustees have not yet decided 
if these new policies will also affect 
students living in military housing 
south of highway 101. 
 Superintendent Maurice Ghy-
sels said the boundary change 
would only temporarily fix the 
overcrowding, and the district 
would “wait until the demo-
graphic study comes out before 
making any bigger decisions.” V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

MOFFETT
  Continued from page 5

EFFECTIVE 
THROUGH

11/19
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■  S TA F F

■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

NASA AMES RIGHT TO 
SIGN WITH H211
Editor:
 Thanks for the great article 
sorting out what is going on at 
Moffett Field (“NASA: Fighter 
jet is for research,” Oct. 31). And 
kudos to the NASA leaders for 
figuring out how to use their 
relationship with the H211 prin-
ciples to defer operating costs 
and maintain control of Moffett 
landing rights.
 Does Lenny Siegel, director 
of the Moffett oversight group, 
or City Council member Laura 
Macias really think that the citi-
zens of Mountain View would be 
better off having the feds (FAA) 
control landing rights? The last 
few months should convince 
anyone that the fewer things you 
rely on the federal government to 
“help” you with, the better.
 I also enthusiastically endorse 
the “cozy” relationship between 
the H211 aviators and NASA 
if it means more prosperity for 
the residents of Mountain View. 
Ms. Macias does not define what 
negatives can come from the 
relationship, but unexplained 
inferences are standard operat-
ing procedure for a politician.
 Thanks NASA for not holding 
your hand out for some assis-
tance from the citizenry to retain 
local control of Moffett.

Dale Riddle 
Granada Drive 

DAWNING OF A NEW ERA
Editor:
 From this election I believe 
Mountain View residents clearly 

can see three trains pulling into 
our station. All three won by a 
decisive margin (approximately 
52 to 47 percent), which should 
be interpreted to mean that the 
people really, really want these 
things to happen, even though 
they face considerable odds.
 First, the high-speed rail propo-
sition swept in even though the 
economy looks like a train wreck. 
Travel infrastructure is once again 
exciting. Second, the traditional 
definition of marriage won again, 
this time over the intimidating 
state Supreme Court ruling. Third, 
our cities, states and country have 
made a historic and heroic deci-
sion for change by selecting Barack 
Obama as our next President. His 
leadership will be felt by asking, 
“What can you do for your city?”
 I think these three expres-
sions of the people’s will are 
truly pivotal for the new direc-
tion our city, our state and our 
country are taking. Like Obama, 
I feel more hopeful now than in 
many years. The political power 
is moving to the center, where 
reason, cooperation and judg-
ment dwell.

Allen Price 
Velarde Street 

SCHOOL FUNDING 
SOLUTIONS
Editor:
 Our Democratic Assembly-
woman, Sally Lieber, recently 
sent a policy brief to her con-
stituents about school finance 
problems in California.

While local residents joined the millions of voters last 
week who resoundingly said “yes” to Barack Obama’s 
message of change, their preference on the local level 

was all about experience.
 Incumbents Laura Macias and Tom Means and former council 
member Mike Kasperzak finished first, second and third, respec-
tively, among nine candidates for the four open City Council 
seats, and longtime commissioner John Inks was not far behind in 
claiming the fourth seat. 
 All the winners campaigned on their records or, in Kasperzak’s 
case, his prior service. Inks, the current Planning Commission 
chair, cited his experience over the past several years. 
 Oddly, voters did not appear to be driven by a candidate’s devel-
opment philosophy. Macias, the top vote-getter, has supported a 
stricter rein on large housing projects — like the Mayfield Mall 
project at San Antonio Road and 
Central Expressway — while 
Kasperzak, Means and Inks are 
known to be friendlier to large 
housing projects. By electing 
all four, voters split the elec-
tion’s impact on development, 
although Macias will still belong 
to a four-vote majority that often 
prevails on such issues.
 A similar scenario took place 
in the race for two seats on 
the Mountain View Los Altos High School District Board, 
with Susan Sweeley and Phil Faillace winning their third and 
fourth terms, respectively, leaving challenger Colin Rudolph 
far behind. In the early going, Rudolph tried to make a case for 
changing the guard at the district, but to no avail, as Sweeley 
and Faillace stood by their records.
 Perhaps the toughest sell in the entire campaign was the Valley 
Transportation Authority’s effort to pass a one-eighth-cent sales 
tax that would kick in only if the BART extension to San Jose and 
Santa Clara was backed by the federal government. As of press 
time, the tax appears to have been defeated by the thinnest of mar-
gins, failing to reach 66.67 percent by less than half a percentage 
point. It is not clear whether the VTA will take the issue before vot-
ers again any time soon. 
 One thing is for sure: Voters made the right call when they 
decided to send tried-and-true representatives to the City Council 
and MVLA board. In the uncertain economic times ahead, resi-
dents want to know there is a steady hand on the tiller. More than 
most local cities, Mountain View is blessed with strong financial 
reserves and ironclad income sources. The schools are in a trickier 
situation due to state budget concerns, but experienced board 
members are ready to start right away on a plan to head off any 
state effort to reduce critical funding.
 In times like these, experience is the way to go. 

Locally, voters go 
with status quo

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

■  L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

  See LETTERS, page 16

Viewpoint

Voters made the right 
call when they decided 
to send tried-and-true 

representatives to 
the City Council and 

MVLA board. 
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By Patricia Albers

Late last July, I opened 
the Voice to find a pic-
ture of a moist, flaky, 

delicious-looking chunk of 
fish atop a bed of garlic noo-
dles studded with mushrooms 
and garnished with bok choy. 
This alluring shot illustrated a 
review of a new Castro Street 
restaurant whose signature 
dish was miso glazed Chilean 
wild sea bass. 
 Three weeks earlier, I had 
received an e-mail from Green-
peace: Chilean sea bass, I read, 
ranks among the planet’s most 
vulnerable species of edible fish. 
Not only is it at risk of com-
mercial extinction within five 
years (meaning no longer plen-
tiful enough to harvest, though 
not necessar-
ily biologically 
extinct), but its 
dire situation 
signals the pos-
sible collapse of 
an entire eco-
system. 
 How did the 
Chilean sea 
bass get into 
such deep 
trouble? Thir-
ty years ago, 
Chilean strongman Augusto 
Pinochet gave foreign fish-
ing concerns cheap access to 
his nation’s waters. Eventu-
ally they tapped into the frigid 
Humboldt current around 
Antarctica where, in the eter-
nal night half a mile below the 
earth’s surface, the Patagonian 
toothfish flourished. This spe-
cies’ unusual fattiness made it 
not only tasty but also forgiv-
ing of overcooking and other 
culinary blunders. The fishing 
industry went into a get-rich-
quick frenzy, and marketers 
too got busy. By the time this 
Alfred E. Neuman look-alike 
hit the menus of upscale res-
taurants in the early 1980s, 
it had undergone a celebrity 
make-over into the glamorous 
Chilean sea bass. 
 Although this species takes 
10 years to reach sexual matu-
rity, most of the catch consists 
of spawning and reproductive-
age fish. Moreover, for every 
pound harvested legally, some 
five pounds are harvested ille-
gally. The National Environ-
mental Trust’s Take a Pass on 
Chilean Sea Bass campaign, 
endorsed by various celebrity 

chefs, has barely slowed the 
slaughter. 
 The Castro Street restaurant 
isn’t alone in serving Chilean 
sea bass. A quick survey of local 
menus reveals Chilean sea bass 
with coconut green curry sauce, 
Chilean sea bass tikka, banana 
leaf Chilean sea bass, and so 
on. Nor is it the only popular 
endangered fish. The bluefin 
tuna, for instance, a megaspe-
cies on the brink of biological 
extinction, frequently shows 
up as a chalkboard special at 
local sushi restaurants.  
 According to Science, 90 
percent of the oceans’ major 
predators have vanished, and 
marine species diversity has 
collapsed. Managing the ocean 
responsibly will require unpar-
alleled international coopera-

tion. Yet con-
sumers too can 
take significant 
action. 
 D i n e r s , 
for instance, 
can use the 
Monterey Bay 
A q u a r i u m ’s 
c re d i t- c a rd-
sized Seafood 
Watch guide 
to help them 
r e s p o n s i b l e 

choices. The card can be down-
loaded at www.monterey-
bayaquarium.org, or checked 
using a mobile device by log-
ging on to mobile.seafood-
watch.org. 
 Diners can also ask ques-
tions. For example, a number 
of local eateries offer some-
thing called “sea bass.” But is 
it the red-lighted Chilean sea 
bass or green-lighted white sea 
bass?
 Meanwhile, chefs and res-
taurant owners can check the 
Web site of the Conservation 
Alliance for Seafood Solutions, 
which helps businesses move 
toward sustainable practices. 
See www.solutionsforseafood.
org/forbusiness. 
 With Mountain View a 
dining destination, we have a 
role to play in helping to spare 
our children the terrible day 
when the last wild fish has 
been caught, frozen, shipped, 
sliced, marinated, steamed, 
glazed, consumed, digested 
and forgotten. And the ocean 
is dead. 

Patricia Albers lives on 
Orchard Avenue.

■  G U E S T O P I N I O N

Look no further then Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply 
from tools to accessories, we have it all!

“Gift Certifi cates 
are available in 

any denomination”

SEARCHING FOR A SPECIAL GIFT 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 

Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply
134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 948-1089 • www.brucebauer.com

EXPANDED HOURS   
Mon-Fri 7:00am-5:00pm • Sat 8:00am-4:30pm • Closed Sun 

FESTOOL

TOOL BELTS

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View (Near Costco)

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

EXCELLENCE

L A R R Y ’ S

When you want it right! www.autoworks.com

American • German • Japanese

650 968-5202
Award-winning clean, modern facility.

Over 35 years of doing things right.

Brought to you by
Larry & Laurie Moore

 If your vehicle’s engine seems to hesitate when you 
step on the accelerator pedal, the spark plug wires may 
be the culprits. Although these wires are not moving parts 
that would be prone to wear, their insulation can crack. 
When this happens, the spark may jump off the wire (arc) 
onto a metal part under the hood. In terms of engine 
performance, an arcing wire can mean either a weak 
spark or no spark at all, resulting in rough running and 
adversely affected gas mileage. Even worse, unburned 
fuel may pass into the exhaust system where it will harm 
the catalytic converter. For this reason alone, spark plug 
wires should be checked and replaced as needed.
    If you notice a lack of acceleration, or any type of 

hesitation when driving you care it’s time to have an 
expert take a look at it. At Larry's AutoWorks, we will 
examine your vehicle for any possible problems; this 
includes your spark plugs. At the first sign of trouble be 
sure to bring it to a professional, the sooner you have 
us look at it, the better. We are located at 101 Freeway 
on Leghorn between San Antonio and Rengstorff in 
Mountain View. Take the Rengstorff exit south, then right 
on Leghorn. Please, schedule an appointment by calling 
us. We are an AAA approved facility.

WHY THE HESITATION?

When you want it right!

L A R R Y ’ S

HINT: A faul t y spark plug wire can t r igger a 
“Check engine” l ight.

Take a pass on 
Chilean sea bass

Chilean sea bass, I 
read, ranks among 
the planet’s most 

vulnerable species 
of edible fish.

Let Us Hear
From You…

Letters to the editor and guest 
columns are welcome.

Mail your comments to:
THE VOICE 
P.O. Box 405, Mountain View, CA 94042
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2700 W. El Camino Real
(across from Lozano Car Wash)
Mountain View, CA 94040
650.948.0123  
Fax 650.948.0125
www.newsaffronrestaurant.com

35 to 40 
item
Lunch 
Buffet 

everyday

FREE DINNER
Buy 1 dinner entree & receive 

2nd entree  of equal or lesser value 
FREE

Must present coupon, limit 2 coupons per table
Expires 11/31/08     Not valid on FRI or SAT

FREE 
Delivery

on 
orders 

of $10000 
or more

El Camino Real

Del M
edio

Information & details can be found on our web site.
650-947-0247 • www.zitune.com

Modern Moroccan Cuisine

New At Zitune!
Monthly Chef & Wine Dinners 

No Corkage Sundays 
New Bar Menu

Take Out

Diners’ Choice

325 Main St.  •  Los Altos

Online

We’ve just added another

VOICE...Yours

. . . let the conversation begin!

 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 
in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 

www.MountainViewOnline.com

S m u i n  B a l l e t

Join us this holiday season for the 

classic and cool, heartwarming and 

funny Bay Area family tradition.

Celia Fushille

Director
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Mountain View 
Center for the 
Performing Arts

DECEMBER 3 – 7

TICKETS:

650.903.6000
smuinballet.org

 Many students in our public 
schools are Latino or black, and 
those students do not do as well 
academically as white and Asian 
students. Her solution is to get 
more money into those schools 
which have large numbers of 
these minority students. 
 I believe it would be good to 
examine the root cause of the 
problems of minority students. 
I have been involved in tutor-
ing minority students for about 
15 years, and, as Ms. Lieber 
explains, many Latinos do not 
speak English at home. Also, 
many parents of Latino students 
cannot help their kids with aca-
demic studies. If we amended 
our state constitution to require 
illegal aliens to pay non-resident 
tuition, many parents would take 
their kids back to their home 
countries for schooling and we 
would have less funding needs. 
 A second means to improve 
this situation would be to amend 
the federal Constitution so that 
babies born to illegal aliens are 
not automatically U.S. citizens, 
but citizens of their mothers’ 
countries. These are some things 
that Ms. Lieber could initiate. 
 The majority of black kids are 
born to unwed mothers, and 
many such mothers have several 
kids. They are too busy working 
and raising kids to help with 
homework. If we could convince 
black girls in our schools to get 
married before having kids that 
would alleviate that problem.
 It would be a great help to 
schools with minority kids if the 
above solutions were enacted and 
the need for more school funding 
would be lessened.

Charlie Larson 
Sylvan Avenue

FORMER STUDENT FINDS 
TEACHER ON ZEPPELIN
Editor:
 I enjoyed Daniel DeBolt’s Zeppe-
lin piece in the Oct. 31 Voice (“Zep-
pelin touches down at Moffett”). I 
hope that Ben DeBolt is the same 
man who taught third or fourth 
grade at Green Gables Elementary 
School in Palo Alto and ran the 

after-school electronics club.
 If so, please say hello and 
thanks for being a wonderful 
teacher and really nice guy. I have 
very fond memories of trying to 
wind that wire around the cylin-
der for my crystal set.
 In any event, your article is 
exactly what we need and enjoy 
in a local newspaper. 

Byron Mellberg 
Hamilton Avenue 

NO HOPE FOR 
AFFORDABLE RENT
Editor:
 I know a lot of Mountain View 
people are pleased with Barack 
Obama’s election, and it has 
brought them hope. My Mexi-
can neighbor (and friend) pays 
about $1,800 a month rent on his 
townhouse, and he thinks (hopes) 
Obama will bring his rent down.
 I was a successful “affordable 
rent” landlord for 35 years in 
three cities (including Mountain 
View) and two counties. Trust 
me — there is no hope coming 
in Mountain View.
 Obama, like any other reason-
able government leader, wants to 
keep Google employing 10,000-
plus people here. Jobs, right 
now, are far more important 
than keeping the unemployed, 
retired or subsidized citizens in 
high-quality medium density 
housing.
 The City Council has been wise 
in tearing out the older, cheaper, 
less desirable housing units that 
prevent the younger, more edu-
cated people with far more finan-
cial potential from displacing the 
“dead wood” people (like me) 
who have lived here and stood in 
the way of “progress” for years.
 Mountain View needs higher 
rents, more tax revenue, higher 
utility rates, less services and 
much higher resident turnover.
 Just ask our city manager, our 
mayors (past and future), our city 
staff members or any of the City 
Council candidates. I think they 
would all agree with Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and President-
elect Obama: former residents 
should get out and make room 
for the future. Go Google.

Donald Letcher 
N. Rengstorff Avenue 
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  Continued from page 14

Online

We’ve just added another

VOICE...Yours

. . . let the conversation begin!

 “POST YOUR OWN NEWS OR OPINION” 
in TOWNSQUARE – just log onto 
www.MountainViewOnline.com
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By Dale F. Bentson 

I felt good after eating at Sprout 
Cafe, the new salad emporium 
on University Avenue. Not nec-

essarily euphoric, but smug in 
knowing that I had eaten sensibly 
and done the right thing for myself 
and planet Earth. I often have a 
large salad for lunch, but eating at 
Sprout seemed more wholesome, 
more nourishing and beneficial.
 Sprout’s salads can be big, 
bold, colorful and jam-packed 
with ingredients, or as simple as 
unadorned leafy lettuce. Patrons 
can choose from a myriad of ingre-
dients by ticking off exactly what 
they want on order pads located 
just inside the front door. After 

presenting the order to the cashier, 
the patron is given a number and 
the order is brought to the table. It’s 
quick, clean and efficient. 
 The build-your-own salad con-
cept was easily the most popular 
option during my visits. The con-
cept is not new. It is similar to how 
The Counter operates its burger 
haven on California Avenue, and 
how Pluto’s offers its salads else-
where on University. What is new 
is the application to organic salads 
and mostly vegetarian fare. There 
are other items from which to 
choose as well: Sprout’s “signa-
ture” salads, a “small bites” group-
ing, and soups and sandwiches.

University greens
SPROUT CAFE’S FRESH APPROACH ADDS 
LUSTER TO VEGETABLE-FOCUSED MENU 

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W
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■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

Coq Au Vin
Burgundy marinated
chicken braised with 

shallot mushrooms and
applewood bacon

$17.95

1431 Plymouth St., Mtn. View
(Exit at Shoreline off 101)

Bar 650.961.1992
C A L L  F O R  P A R T I E S

Office 650.961.9104
Only Bar on Shoreline Blvd.

Sports
PagePage

Lunch served all day
Kitchen Open until 8:30pm

FULL SAND 
VOLLEYBALL COURT

Watch theWatch the
NFL & COLLEGE NFL & COLLEGE 
FOOTBALLFOOTBALL
  on on HD HD 
    Large    Large
            Screen Screen 
         TV's!         TV's!

✦ ✦ ✦

Daily Lunch Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Full Bar & Menu
✦ ✦ ✦

Healthy Menu Specials
✦ ✦ ✦

Breakfast Served
✦ ✦ ✦

Sat

Fri

"Most Excellent Italian 
Restaurant in Silicon Valley" 

– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

PREPARED TABLESIDE
 Unique Flambé Entreés
 Spinach & Caesar Salads
 Cherries Jubilee

 

Tues-Thurs: Yelena on Grand Piano
Fri: 6pm–9:30pm Tibor & Yelena 
strolling Gypsy Violin

Sat: Kaye Devrie & Friends

1st Sat of the month - Opera, 
Broadway & Italian Love songs

2nd Sat of the month - Smooth 
Contemporary vocals

3rd Sat of the month - 
Instrumental Trio with 
Dancing

4th Sat of the month - 
Jazz and Standards

Tel: 408.734.5323
1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale
Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT
DINING

PRIME RIB & SEAFOOD

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT 
DINING

 ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

MARJAN SADOUGHI

A view of Sprout Cafe, where Juan Tapia serves a meal to a customer.

BIG BOX SWINDLE !

THIS PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT PROVIDED BY THE MILK PAIL MARKET ON BEHALF OF 
OUR PENINSULA COMMUNITY OF RESIDENTS AND LOCALLY OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES.

Don’t you agree, a catchy name for a book 
about how Big Box stores have been 

displacing our small, local businesses while 
promoting economy and value ?

HometownPeninsula members 
Draegers, Sigona’s, the Milk Pail, Trellis,
Café Zoe, Borrone’s and others.

I  THINK NOT !

You are invited by the membership 
of Hometown Peninsula 
www.hometownpeninsula.org to 
come and listen to Stacy Mitchell, 
author of Big Box Swindle, discuss 
how pervasively the Big Box Store 

has disrupted and dismantled the 
essence of our local communities.  
Does the Big Box Store employ local 
accountants or attorneys, do they 
share in the local fund raising activities 
of your schools and non profi ts, do 
they put their profi ts back into your 
community?   I  THINK NOT !

But is it true that Big Box stores give economy and value?

•   Sunday, November 16th; 4:00 – 7:00 pm
•   At:  The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
•   2124 Brewster Ave. Rewood City, CA

Simple refreshments 
will be provided by:

Come, listen and ask questions of Stacy Mitchell, a nationally 
recognized expert on how communities across America are 
reinvigorating local towns by growing and supporting local 
independently owned small business.

  See SPROUT, page 18
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SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 16 years 

in a row 
as reported in 

the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Anna or Dianna at the Voice at 964-6300.

Dining Town
on the

Grand Opening

AFGHANAFGHAN

PARADISE AFGHAN/
PERSIAN KABOBS
604 S. Mary Avenue
Sunnyvale • 408/733-5262
(at El Camino Real)
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.paradiseafganpersiankabobs.com

AMERICANAMERICAN

CLARKE’S 
CHARCOAL BROILER
615 W. El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 14 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside 
Patio Dining.

HOBEE’S RESTAURANTS
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View • 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

MARIE CALLENDAR'S
4710 El Camino Real 
Los Altos • 650/941-6989
(just south of San Antonio)

SPORTS PAGE
1431 Plymouth Street 
Mtn. View • 650/961-1992
(exit at Shoreline off 101)

CHINESECHINESE

CHEF CHU’S
1067 N. San Antonio Road 
corner of El Camino
Los Altos • 650/948-2696
Zagat Review: “Gold Standard in 
Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

NEW TUNG KEE 
NOODLE HOUSE
520 Showers Drive 
Mtn. View • 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

FRENCHFRENCH

LE PETIT BISTRO
1405 W. El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

ICE CREAMICE CREAM

GELATO CLASSICO
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View • 650/969-2900

MEXICANMEXICAN

CELIA'S MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT
3740 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto • 650/843-0643
1850 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park • 650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

MEXICANMEXICAN

FIESTA DEL MAR - 
SEAFOOD, MEXICAN 
CUISINE & CANTINA
1005 N. Shoreline Blvd. 
Mtn. View • 650/965-9354
Open Daily, Lunch & Dinner. 
Voted Best Seafood for 7 years.

FIESTA DEL MAR TOO
ROTISSERIE & CANTINA
735 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/967-3525
Fresh Lime Margaritas, 
200+ Tequilas.
Open Late.

LA FIESTA RESTAURANT
240 Villa St., Mtn. View
650/968-1364
The best Mole Poblano and 
Margaritas in town.

PIZZAPIZZA

KAPP'S 
PIZZA BAR & GRILL
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View • 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

TEX-MEXTEX-MEX

EL PASO CAFE
1407 El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/961-8858
Fax: 650/961-3439
(Between Rengstorff and Shoreline)

Mediterranean 
Grill House

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990   Fax: 650.625.9991

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or 
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised, 

corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations 
 Credit Cards 
 Alcohol 
 Takeout 
 Highchairs 
 Banquet 
 Catering 
 Outdoor Seating 
 Noise Level moderate

 Bathroom Cleanliness excellent

 Parking city lots

Sprout Cafe
168 University Ave., 
Palo Alto
(650) 323-7688
www.sproutcafe.com

Hours:
Monday-Thursday 
10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 
10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Sunday 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

 

Sprout is the brainchild of Vinh 
Vi, a graduate of the California 
Culinary Academy. However, 
opening a greens cafe wasn’t 
quite that simple. He was first 
a civil engineer in San Fran-
cisco, measuring, calculating 
and advising on physical prop-
erties. While his parents owned 
Windy’s Chinese restaurant in 
Palo Alto, he had a genetic pas-
sion for food that could not be 
denied. No more civil engineer.
 After completing study at the 
Culinary Academy in San Fran-

cisco, he gained experience cook-
ing in New York, Hawaii and 
Los Angeles. When his parents 
decided to retire, he took over the 
Windy’s space, remodeled it and, 
in late August, opened Sprout.
 “I always loved salads and am 
very excited about this concept,” 
he said. “Cooking in different 
parts of the country, I learned 
new combinations and about 
herbs and spices. 
 “We try to buy everything we 
can from local, certified organic 
growers. It’s often more expen-
sive, and costs fluctuate, but it’s 
worth it and we try to maintain 

MARJAN SADOUGHI

Chef Jabi Uueta prepares a salad at Sprout Cafe.

  Continued on next page
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steady pricing on our menu.”
 The basic build-your-own salad 
is $6.95 for a full salad and $4.95 
for a half salad. There are six let-
tuces and spinach to start off, and 
a choice of six ingredients from 
36 alternatives including fruits, 
nuts, seeds and cheeses. And there 
are a dozen dressings from which 
to select. Premium options are 
offered as well, such as heirloom 
tomatoes, tofu, anchovies, apple-
wood-smoked bacon and candied 
walnuts. The variations on theme 
are near unbounded. 
 I liked the tuna nicoise, one 
of the “signature salads” ($9.95). 
The sashimi-quality ahi tuna was 
crusted with a peppery, almost 
wasabi-like paste, not too hot, but 
just enough to leave a kiss on the 
lips. The salad was completed with 
green beans, pitted kalamata olives, 
cherry tomatoes and hard-boiled 
egg and glistened with a tangy 
lemon-tarragon vinaigrette. Sprout 
offers a dozen “signature salads” 
ranging from $6.25 to $10.95. 
 Size-wise, the so-called “small 
bites” are about what I would 
expect as a first course in most 
restaurants, except for the large-
portioned chicken lettuce wraps 
($7.95). Tender slices of chicken 
breast sat astride a stack of butter 
lettuce, trimmed to the perfect 
size for wrapping shredded carrot, 
cabbage, bean sprouts, cucumber, 
mint, peanuts and a heap of somen 
noodles (thin white Japanese-style 
noodles made from wheat flour). 
The accompanying tangy Thai dip-
ping sauce united the wrap. 
 While I enjoyed the wraps, I 
made a mess trying to envelop 
the ingredients inside an uncoop-
erative lettuce leaf. I haven’t played 
enough video games to have 
mastered that kind of manual 
dexterity. I ended up mixing the 
ingredients and eating it as a salad. 
It was delicious nonetheless. 
 Another small bite was deep-
fried calamari ($7.95). Tender 
and fresh-tasting, the calamari 
were presented with the same 
tasty Thai dipping sauce but 

served in a conical frame, all the 
rage in many restaurants today. 
 On special one day was roasted 
butternut squash soup ($4.95). 
It was autumnal gold, velvety 
thick and aromatic. The dollop 
of creme fraiche and a squiggle 
of cayenne pepper on top added 
a piquant richness.
 Healthful-sounding sandwich-
es are available as well: eggplant, 
turkey, shrimp, chipotle chicken 
and others. There are beer and 
wine, and a plethora of juices and 
organic coffee options. V

Weekend
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Shoreline GRILL 
1020 N. Rengstorff Ave, Suite C, Mountain View

NEXT TO COSTCO • (650) 960-1218

Tangy, smoky, sweet and slightly hot.  Meat so 
tender it falls off the bone. Large (1 lbs) with fries, 

and our own homemade BBQ sauce.

BEST DELI in Mountain ViewBEST DELI in Mountain View!
SPARE RIBS 

ST. LOUIS STYLE

COUPON VALID AFTER 3PM.
MON-SAT 3PM – CLOSE.   ALL DAY SUNDAY.

Treat GourmetTreat Gourmet  
AWARD WINNING 

ICE CREAM  99¢/ scoop

$8.49$8.49
COUPON GOOD 

ANYTIME!

12 Years 
in a Row

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

MARJAN SADOUGHI

Chicken lettuce wraps, top, salad 
nicoise, left, and apples and pears.

  Continued from previous page
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WINTER WARNING.

www.elcaminohospital.org/heart

From left: Chad Rammohan, MD, Medical Director, Chest Pain Center; James Joye, DO, Director of Research and Education, Heart & Vascular Institute; 
Dominick Curatola, MD, Medical Director, Heart & Vascular Institute; César Molina, MD, Medical Director, South Asian Heart Center  

Call 1-877-VIP-4HEART  
for more information.

HEART ATTACKS CAN STRIKE MORE OFTEN IN WINTER.  
WE’RE STRIKING BACK WITH WORLD-CLASS CARDIOVASCULAR CARE.
Along with the inevitable colds and flu, winter can bring a significant rise in the incidence of heart attacks. But 
El Camino Hospital can help. How? With quite possibly the finest cardiovascular program in the state. Our world-
class specialists lead the way in the prevention and treatment of heart disease. That helped us earn designation as an 
accredited Chest Pain Center — the first in the region! Studies show that accredited Chest Pain Centers give quicker, 
better care and can reduce mortality by 37 percent.* We also have the world’s first South Asian Heart Center. People of 
South Asian descent (including Indian and Pakistani) are four times more likely to suffer coronary artery disease. Here, 
they get advanced screening and aggressive care to help them beat the odds. This winter, fight heart disease — strike first by 
connecting with a physician from the Heart & Vascular Institute or signing up for a screening at the South Asian Heart Center.

* Sources: Circulation: Journal of the American Heart Association;  
also stated on the website of the Society of Chest Pain Centers. 


