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Samuel Pilli worships during a Sunday Mass at Abundant Life Christian Fellowship. Pilli heard Pastor Paul Sheppard on the radio years 
ago, and since then comes from San Bruno to attend Sunday service.  
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Megachurch outgrows its Mountain View home
ABUNDANT LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP SEEKS NEW SPACE FOR GROWING 6,000-MEMBER CONGREGATION

By Daniel DeBolt

Sunday morning is the busiest time of 
the week on Leghorn Avenue, when 
Christians from far and wide pour into 

every crevice of every parking lot around the 
big-box stores, auto shops, and industrial 
buildings to attend Abundant Life Christian 
Fellowship church.
 The church moved to Mountain View about 
four years ago, after a giving its current home, 
a former plastic wares factory behind Costco, 
a $12 million transformation that included 
balcony seating and huge TV monitors behind 
the pulpit. Today, Abundant Life holds three 
services every weekend, with each one attend-
ed by over a thousand people of diverse ethnic 
backgrounds, mostly African-American. 
 Few are late for the gospel music that kicks 
off every service. Young children are shuttled 
into kids’ rooms, protected by a unique 
security system involving photo identifica-
tion and bar codes (a measure to prevent 
kidnapping). After a professional-quality 
video presentation of the week’s church news, 
pastor Paul Sheppard steps up to the pulpit.

 On May 24, amid words of worship and 
encouragement, Sheppard told his congrega-
tion a bit of surprising news: The church has 
outgrown even its current location, and will 
soon need a larger home. 

 “In order to reach thousands more we’re 
going to have to build one more time,” Shep-
pard said. “In a few weeks the elders will 
assemble a church committee to search the 
land” for a new location.
 Sheppard said some have asked him, why 

not “call it quits in terms of trying to reach 
more people? But that doesn’t resonate with 
me at all. If there are still unsaved people in 
Northern California, I should not assume 
God is through.”

Charismatic pastor
 Originally a pastor in Philadelphia, Shep-
pard, 51, says that 20 years ago he received 
a call from God to come to the Bay Area 
and form a new church, and he answered 
that call. Setting up shop in Menlo Park 
with only 34 worshippers, Abundant Life 
today claims more than 6,000 members in 
its Mountain View location. The church is 
in the process of adding a fourth weekend 
service, which appears to be the maximum 
that space the church can handle.
 Abundant Life’s recipe for growth involves 
a certain tolerance for diversity, both ethnic 
and political. For example, the church does 
not take political positions on issues such as 
gay marriage or abortion, because they can 
be “incredibly divisive,” explained assistant 

  See ABUNDANT LIFE, page 12

Pastor Paul Sheppard
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Whisman 
trustees 

contemplate 
magnet model

By Casey Weiss

As elementary school trust-
ees talked this week about 
what they want the dis-

trict to look like within the next 
decade, some said they could 
envision building separate mag-
net schools for students inter-
ested in music, arts or technical 
vocations, or creating a charter 
school for at-risk students.
 The discussion come as Moun-
tain View Whisman School 
District trustees prepare to pass 

  See WHISMAN, page 13

Neighbors 
clash with 
council on 
Minton’s 
project

By Daniel DeBolt

Reflecting a more pro-
growth stance since 
November’s election, the 

City Council differed with about 
a dozen neighbors Tuesday about 
the merits of building 214 apart-
ments across the street from the 
Caltrain station.
 “This is almost the epitome of 
a walkable development in the 
community,” said council mem-
ber Mike Kasperzak, who helped 
tilt the balance when he was 
elected along with John Inks. 
 Prometheus Real Estate hopes 

  See MINTON’S, page 8
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Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by James Tensuan.

“Yes, the standards are too high 
and the norm is to exceed. It’s just 
too hard to manage.”
Andy Ting, Fremont

“Yes, with all the current sui-
cides, I would say so. I believe the 
students’ stress mirrors the same 
stress that their parents are fac-
ing.”
Pat Solari, Sunnyvale

“No, being stressed out prepares 
you for college; if you cannot 
handle it now you won’t be ready 
for the future. 
Akila Subramanian, Palo Alto

“Yes, they put too much into their 
work schedule. They have too 
many assignments to do in one 
week.”
Rachel Fortin, Columbus, Ohio

“No, I didn’t feel stressed in high 
school. Stress only comes from 
yourself, and nothing else. It also 
depends on the classes you are 
taking.”
San Wong, Mountain View

 Are high school students too 
stressed? Why or why not?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com
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STRAIGHT TEETH ARE WITHIN YOUR REACH… Ask us how!

YOUR SMILE SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU. IF YOU LET IT.

Invisalign Day – June 19 , 2009
Complimentary Consultation with

David R. Boschken, D.M.D.

© 2007 Align Technology, Inc, All Rights Reserved

Call today to schedule your 
FREE Invisalign® Consultation.

650-964-2626
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A

Mountain View (Corner of El Camino Real and Calderon)

~PLUS~
$500 Off  

Invisalign Treatment

Call today to schedule your
FREE Invisalign® Consultation 

650-964-2626

Dr. Boschken is an Elite Provider for Invisalign (top 1% in the world).  

He has treated over 1100 Invislign patients.
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ALCOHOL IN PARK
0 block Church St., 6/14

ASSAULT WITH A 
DEADLY WEAPON
200 block Fayette Dr., 6/13

AUTO BURGLARY
600 block Pettis Ave., 6/09
Hotel Avante, 6/13
200 block Mardell Wy, 6/13

BATTERY
200 block Rengstorff, 6/9
100 block Castro St, 6/10
0 block Ada Ave., 6/14
0 block W Middlefield Rd., 6/14

BURGLARY/RESIDENTIAL
200 block Rock St., 6/15

COMMERCIAL 
BURGLARY
400 W Evelyn Ave., 6/13
0 block Fairchild Dr., 6/14

FALSE IMPERSONATION
Ednamary Way/El Monte Ave, 6/10

GRAND THEFT
0 block E. Evelyn Ave, 6/10
0 block N Whisman Rd, 6/10
500 block Chiquita Ave, 6/10
900 block Burgoyne St, 6/10
100 Rock St, 6/13
300 block Fairchild Dr., 6/13
200 block W El Camino Real
100 block Latham St., 6/15

PETTY THEFT
400 block San Antonio Rd., 6/9
0 block Anna Ave, 6/10

0 block Sherland Ave, 6/10
Sears Department Store, 6/10
Amphitheatre Pkwy, 6/10
400 block San Antonio Rd, 6/10
0 block Showers Dr., 6/14
0 block W. El Camino Real, 6/15
Sears Department Store, 6/15

MISSING PERSON
0 block N. Shoreline Blvd, 6/9

NARCOTICS POSSESSION
0 block Fairchild Dr., 6/10

STOLEN VEHICLE
200 block California Ave, 6/9
100 block California Ave, 6/10
Castro St/W Dana St, 6/13
200 Fayette Dr., 6/14
0  block W. Middlefield Rd., 6/15
100 block Villa St., 6/15

SUSPECTED CHILD 
ABUSE
0 block Castro St., 6/9

SUSPICIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES/
PERSONS
Central Liquors, 6/12

TERRORIST THREATS
400 block Moffett Blvd., 6/9

VANDALISM
Castro School, 6/9
200 block San Ramon Ave., 6/12
200 block Tyrella Ave, 6/12
100 block Shoreline Blvd., 6/13
200 block Latham St., 6/13
200 block California St., 6/13
0 block Hope St., 6/15

■  P O L I C E L O G
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Open Daily
8am - 7pm

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

650-948-0881
Farm Fresh and 
Always the Best

Effective
6/17/09 thru 6/23/09

Check out our ad online at 

www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

APRICOTS

ORGANIC SPECIALS

vvv

vvv

BUNCHED

BROCCOLI
SPRING 
SALAD MIX

LOCAL
RIPE
SWEET

$500
SWEET PEPPERS
HOT HOUSE
RED OR
YELLOW

LOCAL
BLUE
LAKE

$600LOCAL GROWN
PATTERSON
SWEET & TASTY

GREEN BEANS

LOCAL LEAF

LETTUCE
LOCAL GROWN

ZUCCHINIBUN. LB.

LB.

99¢

OLALIE BERRIES
BOYSENBERRIES
LOCAL
GROWN

LOCAL
SWEET
TASTY

RASPBERRIES

PINT
BSK
FOR

$149
1#
PKG
FOR

STRAWBERRIES

SEEDLESS

GRAPES

2
BLUEBERRIES
CALIF. GROWN
PLUMP AND
VERY SWEET

$299

69¢
BUN

LB.

LB.

LB. 2BSK
FOR
$500

99¢
$500BSK

FOR2
2

$149

$399

$299
LB.

cannondale Rize 4
msrp: $2449.99

$1799.95

specialized Roubaix Expert 
or Ruby Expert Women’s
msrp: $3699.99

$2699.95

Mike’s Bikes of Palo Alto
3001 El Camino Real · (650) 858-7700
MikesBikes.com
Palo Alto · SF · Berkeley · Sausalito
San Rafael · Sacramento NOW through SUNDAY only, th

e 

whole dang store 

is on sale!

camelbak
Day Star Women’s
Hydration Pack
msrp: $59.99

$32.95

   All Inner Tubes:

3FOR$10!

knog
N.E.R.D. Computers

9-function N.E.R.D.
msrp: $79.99
$49.95

12-function N.E.R.D.
msrp: $89.99
$59.95

shimano
RS80 Carbon Fiber 
Clincher Road Wheelset
msrp: $899.99

$699.9525%OFF!

All OnGuard 
Locks in Stock:

raleigh Detour 4.5
msrp: $449.99

$329.95

988 El Monte Ave, Mountain View 
(El Monte/El Camino/Formerly Gems Galore)   650.965.BEAD (2323)

SAVE up to 25%OFF

BEAD 
SHOP Tue. & Thurs: 11:00A-8:00P

Wed. & Fri: 11:00A-6:00P
Sat: 10:00A-6:00P
Sun: 12:00P-5:00P
Closed on Monday gemNbead

www.gemNbead.com

Frequent Buyer Program
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Mump and 
circumstance

By Don Frances

MOUNTAIN VIEW resi-
dents are normally an 
easygoing bunch. Rarely 

does something on the pages of 
the local newspaper get them too 
riled up.
 It’s true they take their schools 
seriously, as they should. And 
issues like, say, high speed rail are 
cause for concern. But compare 
that to Palo Alto, where residents 
held angry protests at the prospect 
of high speed rail running through 
their town.
 That’s why I was surprised 
at the visceral reaction to last 
week’s Graduation Day coverage. 
Although our story covered both 
of the major regional schools — 
Mountain View High and Los 
Altos High — the photo coverage 
was only of Los Altos High, which 
touched a nerve with some read-
ers. 
 Several phone calls were made 
about it, and since staff cutbacks at 
the Voice have reduced our ability 
to cover the phones, many had to 
content themselves with leaving 
voicemail messages. And man, 
did they leave them. Generally the 
messages were spitting mad and 
went as follows:
 “Good friends of mine’s children 
just graduated from Mountain 
View High School. I cannot believe 
on the front page of the Mountain 
View Voice, there’s a picture of Los 
Altos High School. That is just so 
tacky!”
 Or: “I wanna know why Los 
Altos is always in our Voice. It’s 
the Mountain View, not Los Altos, 
Voice. And I resent the fact that you 
keep putting in Los Altos, where 
in the heck is our Mountain View 
students’ pictures. And it’s always 
Los Altos. Please, stop it! It just 
doesn’t make sense, why we always 
have to have Los Altos.”
 There were others along those 
lines. One woman reached me in 
person last Friday, and she too was 
beside herself with anger, calling 

  See EDITOR’S DESK, page 6

From the
Editor’s 

Desk

THOUGHTFUL MOMENT:
MICHELLE LE

A Chef Liu Mandarin restaurant employee takes a break between shifts on Castro Street. 

New principal selected for PACT
STEPHEN GILBERT WILL LEAD PARENT PARTICIPATION PROGRAM AT ITS NEW CAMPUS

By Casey Weiss

The Mountain View Whis-
man School District has 
selected the first principal 

to run PACT — the popular 
parent participation program 
which until recently was housed 
at Castro School — from its new 
solo campus near the district 
offices.
 Stephen Gilbert, who served as 
Castro’s part-time assistant prin-
cipal this year, is the new part-
time principal of PACT (short 
for “Parent Child Teacher”) and 
will oversee the program at its 
new campus on San Pierre Way 

beginning in the fall. The cam-
pus, which administrators are 
now calling “Stevenson School,” 
is currently being renovated.
 PACT started in the district 
13 years ago, but has never had 
its own campus. Three years 
ago it moved to Castro Elemen-
tary School, but with that school 
facing overcrowding, trustees 
decided to move the program 
once more. 
 Gilbert has been an educator 
for more than 19 years and was 
a principal in the Gilroy School 
District. He received a bachelor’s 
degree from UC San Diego and 
a master’s from CSU Hayward. 

Gilbert retired from the Gilroy 
schools before serving as assis-
tant principal at Castro this past 
year.
 “Mr. Gilbert is an educational 
leader who possesses outstand-
ing qualification to meet the 
needs of Stevenson’s students, 
parents and community,” Super-
intendent Maurice Ghysels said 
in a press release.
 Now that Castro’s student 
population is smaller, the school 
no longer has a part-time assis-
tant principal position. All other 
principals and administrators are 
scheduled to keep their positions 
in the upcoming school year. V

Controversial teacher reassigned to Graham
PATTY POLIFRONE RETURNING IN THE FALL TO TEACH SIXTH-GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS

By Casey Weiss

A former fourth-grade teacher 
at Huff Elementary School, 
who left the school last 

spring after some parents com-
plained that she was “verbally 
abusive” to her students, will be 
returning to the district this fall to 
teach sixth graders.
 The district has confirmed that 

Patty Polifrone will begin teaching 
language arts and social science at 
Graham Middle School when class 
resumes in August. 
 Parents told the Voice in March 
that they had been complaining for 
months to Mountain View Whis-
man district administrators about 
Polifrone’s teaching style. At the 
time, during a school board meet-
ing at Huff, some parents said they 

did not want Polifrone to return, 
and a few said their children were 
scared to go to her class. But other 
parents defended the teacher, say-
ing their children had learned a lot 
from her and that she was a “strict 
teacher but fair.”
 Following the meeting, Polifrone 
left Huff. Administrators said only 

  See POLIFRONE, page 13

New 
Bullis spat 
headed to 

court
CHARTER SCHOOL 

DEMANDS DISTRICT  
PROVIDE SPACE FOR 

SEVENTH AND 
EIGHTH GRADES

By Casey Weiss

Bullis Charter School offi-
cials have filed a law-
suit against the Los Altos 

School District for not providing 
the school with adequate facili-
ties, which they say is required 
by law.
 The lawsuit, filed June 10, 
capped off a series of letters 
between the two parties after 
they failed to reach an agreement 
over Bullis expansion plans.
 The charter school’s board 
of directors had asked the dis-
trict for more space to expand 
its academic programs, and in 
November the county allowed 
the school to add seventh and 
eighth grades.
 But according to Bullis board 
president Ken Moore, the charter 
school has not been able to add 
these grades because LASD has 
not provided proper facilities.
 “We have to get to the end of 
going back and forth without 
any response,” Moore said. “We 
need a clear common framework 
where both sides understand the 
law.”
 Moore said the lawsuit will 
ensure that LASD comply with 
the law and provide facilities and 
field space for Bullis. He said he 
also wants the charter school 
and district to have a “common 
framework.”
 On June 2, Bullis’ lawyer sent a 
letter to the Los Altos School Dis-
trict saying they must respond by 
June 9 or else the charter school 
would file a lawsuit. 
 The district’s attorney, John 
Yeh, responded by letter on June 
9, saying “There is no indication 
that [Bullis] is actually intending 
to add 7th grade for the 2009-
2010 school year.”
 Later in the letter, Yeh disputes 
the charter school’s interpreta-

  See BULLIS, page 13
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 Ed Perry of Franklin Street sent in this striking image of the well-known butterfly. “It drank heavily 
from the nectar of our ‘society garlic’ plants before resting and recharging in the sunlight of our 
bougainvillea, where we caught its image. Obviously a butterfly of great taste!”
 If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it (as a 
jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

Swallowtail on Bougainvillea  

Call (650) 289-5400
to join today or visit 
www.avenidas.org

Everyone Belongs!

  

fitness
buff

caregiver donor music
lover

writer

artist member

health
nut

volunteer

To register and for more information, call 
800-216-5556.
www.elcaminohospital.org

COMMUNITY
WELLNESS
LECTURE
SERIES
TLC: THERAPEUTIC 
LIFESTYLE CHANGES
An Evidence Based Discussion 
on the Importance of Lifestyle

Wednesday, June 24, 6:30–8:00 p.m.

César Molina, MD, FACC, Cardiologist

El Camino Hospital, back of cafeteria,  
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View

our coverage “despicable.”
 I tried to explain that the gradu-
ation ceremonies at both schools 
were happening at the same time, 
and we only had one photogra-
pher available. I tried to explain 
that, even though Los Altos High 
has the words “Los Altos” in its 
name, we don’t consider it to be 
only for that city, since half its 
student body lives in Mountain 
View. (According to the high 
school district, this year Los Altos 
High was 50 percent Mountain 
View residents, and Mountain 
View High was 48 percent Los 
Altos residents.)
 I also noted that the story 
covered both schools. And I 
mentioned the other graduation 
events we covered this year (such 
as our Alta Vista High School 
story) whose ceremonies took 
place at Mountain View High.

 She wasn’t interested, saying 
basically that Los Altos has its 
school and we have ours. She said 
her piece and hung up.
 There are two issues at play here, 
and the first — the one where Los 
Altos has its school and we have 
ours — doesn’t trouble me too 
much, because I think it’s mis-
guided. And I bet the hundreds 
of Mountain View families whose 
kids are Eagles would agree with 
me.
 But the second does have me 
troubled, because it follows a 
larger pattern that can be sum-
marized as: Why don’t you do all 
those things you used to do?
 Last year the Voice ran every 
graduate’s name in the paper. 
Why not this year? 
 Last year you ran several photos 
from both schools. Why not this 
year?
 And why don’t you guys answer 
the phone anymore?
 Well, the answer is an unhappy 
one. As you probably heard, news-

papers have hit hard times lately, 
and the Voice is no exception. 
Resources have dwindled, and 
the newsroom staff is asked to do 
more with less. 
 Last year we had two photogra-
phers available to us. This year we 
had only one.
 Even so, next year is another 
chance, and I intend to make it 
up to these jilted readers. Which 
leads me to issue the following 
promise: Come next year, we’ll do 
our best to take pictures of both 
high school graduation ceremo-
nies. 
 Of course, this promise only 
applies if your Mountain View 
Voice hasn’t shriveled up by then 
and blown away on a light wind. 
Then you can complain about 
the terrible lack of coverage at 
both schools. At least there will 
be parity. V

Don Frances can be reached 
at dfrances@mv-voice.com.

EDITOR’S DESK
  Continued from page 5

SUPERHEROESSUPERHEROESSUPERHEROES
200920092009

Voters, Unite!

In this year’s Best of 
Mountain View, we salute 
the superheroes of the 

local economy: the best 
businesses and hot spots in 
or around town. Click that 
mighty mouse and salute 
2009’s incredibles!

Vote by July 12th at  www.MountainViewOnline.com
Voting Begins

June 5th!

2009
Vote

Today!
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All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221  

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 11:00 am
Sabbath School, 10 am

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View   Office Hours 9-1, M-Fri

650-967-2189 Sunday Schedule: 3 Worship Times!
8:00 am Breakfast@Union #1 Worship
9:30am Breakfast@Union #2 Worship
9:45 am Church School Nursery
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

858 University Avenue  650.948-4361

WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University 

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

Los Altos Union
Presbyterian Church

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,  
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s  
Biblically based Sermons and 

Worship Service 10:30 AM

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

Arrest made in South Bay 
bank robbery spree

ALLEGED ROBBER WHO ESCAPED BY TAXI CAB IS SPOTTED BY SHARP-EYED OFFICER

By Daniel DeBolt

Police arrested a man at the Pacific Inn 
last Wednesday who they say robbed five 
South Bay banks in recent weeks, three of 

them in Mountain View — and at least in one 
case using a taxi cab as a getaway car.
 With the help of surveil-
lance footage and an obser-
vant police officer, Peter 
Pearson, a 53-year-old tran-
sient, was arrested without 
incident in his room at the 
Pacific Inn at 7:18 p.m. 
Wednesday evening, police 
said. Police say that he 
robbed Bank of the West on 
Castro Street on May 30, Wells Fargo on Castro 
Street on June 2 and California Bank and Trust 
at 700 W. El Camino Real on June 8. Pacific Inn 
is located on the 1900 block of W. El Camino. 
 Pearson is also alleged to have robbed a bank 
in Santa Clara and one in Sunnyvale, plus 
another attempted robbery in Sunnyvale. 
 Police spokesperson Liz Wylie said Pearson 
wore a baseball cap in each robbery to keep him 

from being identified by overhead cameras. But 
police were able to obtain surveillance footage 
taken from a liquor store near one of the banks 
that they believe caught an image of his face. 
 Wylie said Mountain View police Officer 
Mike Magana was able to identify Pearson in 
the surveillance footage as a man he had seen 
at the Pacific Inn after the June 8 robbery. 
 That was the robbery in which Pearson alleg-
edly used a taxi cab as a getaway car, and police 
located the taxi after the incident, learning 
that the driver had dropped the suspect off at 
the McDonald’s near El Monte. With this in 
mind, Magana had been doing a search of the 
area and saw Pearson at the Pacific Inn, not yet 
knowing he would be the suspect.
 Upon seeing the surveillance footage, 
“Magana said, ‘That’s the guy I saw at the 
Pacific Inn,’” Wylie said. “Sure enough, he was. 
He was on parole for prior narcotics posses-
sion. Police found numerous pieces of evidence 
in his hotel room and arrested him.”
 Pearson was arrested on charges of five counts 
of robbery, attempted robbery of a second 
Sunnyvale bank and for violating his parole. He 
was booked in the county main jail. V

ARMED ROBBERS 
STORM APARTMENT 
ON SAN VERON
 Police are looking for two men 
who they say robbed four people 
at gunpoint in their San Veron 
Avenue apartment Monday.
 The holdup occurred at 
around 10:30 p.m. in an apart-
ment building on the 800 block 
of San Veron, where two of the 
victims lived. Police say the 
residents, a man and a woman, 
both 21, were hosting two male 
guests. When someone came 
to the door they answered it, 
expecting more friends.
 But instead two armed men 
entered, one wielding a shotgun 
and the other an automatic 
weapon, according to police 
spokesperson Liz Wylie. They 

took cell phones and an undis-
closed amount of cash from the 
four victims and then left. 
 The men were well disguised, 
Wylie said, and the victims “did 
not recognize them or their 
voices.”
 Both men were described as 
Pacific Islanders in their late 
teens or early 20s, wearing black 
pants and black hooded sweat-
shirts and with fabric covering 
their faces. Both were around 6 
feet tall, and one was about 200 
pounds, while the other was 
about 250 pounds, according to 
the victims’ descriptions.
 Anyone with information is 
urged to call police at (650) 903-
6344. 

— Casey Weiss

SPEAKING UP
SINCE 1992

Peter Pearson
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Fixed rates for selected 
ages —examples only:
Current Rates
Age      Payout Rate
65  5.3 %
75  6.3 %
85  8.1 %

As always, donors are 
advised to seek 
competent counsel.

Imagine 
all we can 
do together.
T H E  C A M PA I G N  F O R  EL C A M I N O  H O S P I TA L

El Camino Hospital has provided caring, 
compassionate, and technically superior  
health care to our community for over 
40 years. Now, you can help preserve 
the tradition of excellence that is criti-
cally important to our community.

A Charitable Gift Annuity is a life-in-
come gift that locks in a guaranteed rate 
of return and gives you an immediate 
charitable income tax deduction.

For further information call Madeline Chaleff, director of gift 
planning, El Camino Hospital Foundation, at 650-940-7154. 
All inquiries are completely confidential and without obligation

www.elcaminohospital.org/foundation

Council on taxis: Let the market decide
MEMBERS RECEPTIVE TO POLICE DEPARTMENT EFFORT 

TO RELINQUISH OVERSIGHT OF CITY’S TAXI SERVICE

By Daniel DeBolt

An ordinance created in the 
1960s that limits taxi service 
in Mountain View to two 

companies may have outlasted its 
usefulness, City Council members 
agreed during a discussion Tuesday 
night.
 As the city faces major budget 
cuts, the Mountain View Police 
Department has come up with 
a money-saver: The department 
wants to stop using its resources 
to conduct annual taxi cab inspec-
tions, as well as criminal back-
ground checks and fingerprinting 
of taxi drivers. 
 In response, the City Council on 
Tuesday appeared supportive of 
using something else to ensure taxi 
service quality: the free market. 
 If the council’s discussion Tues-
day turns into policy, it could mean 
a larger variety of taxi cabs parked 
in front of the downtown train 
station. Current restrictions only 
allow two taxi companies to pick 
up customers in Mountain View: 
Yellow Cab Company Peninsula 
and Checker Cab of Silicon Valley. 
 City Attorney Michael Martello 
said the restriction was a holdover 
from the days when cities had to 
promise cab companies a territory 
or there would be no taxi service. 
 Though the police department 
has not received any complaints 
about a lack of taxi service in the 
city, dozens of cab companies have 
applied to do business here over 
the years. Many spoke Tuesday 
evening, including one man who 
said he was using a limo to get 
around the regulations and was 
charging less than taxi service 
in Mountain View. Many taxi 
services in the phone book regu-
larly turn away customers who call 
from Mountain View.

 The city’s taxi ordinance allows 
only 34 taxis in the city at a time, 
a restriction which caused council 
member Jac Siegel to ask why the 
free market couldn’t be trusted 
to regulate how many taxis were 
needed. “Good question,” said 
police captain Max Bosel.
 “Are there any other businesses 
we regulate this much?” Siegel 
asked.
 “The most comparable would be 
massage parlors,” Bosel said.
 Bosel said that under the cur-
rent ordinance, taxi drivers who 
have been arrested for battery, for 
example, are not be able to work 
in the city, and others have been 
turned away for other past crimes. 
Under the Police Department’s 
recommendation that would no 
longer be the case. However, Bosel 
said that cities including Milpitas 
and Redwood City have not had 
any problems as a result of such 
practices. 
 One cab company owner from 
southern San Mateo County, 
where there are few regulations on 
taxis, said that “what really works 
is taking care of customers. The 
bread and butter of our business is 
repeat customers. I think it takes 
care of itself.”
 A potential Mountain View cab 
operator offered to charge $2.50 a 
mile for service rather than the $3 
currently offered. He also offered 
a 25 percent discount to seniors. 
He said he would be willing to pay 
a $500 franchise fee to work in 
Mountain View. (Mountain View 
currently charges a $114 franchise 
fee, while San Jose, for example, 
charges $8,500).
 Opponents to deregulation 
included Larry Silva, owner of 
Checker Cab, and a handful of 
taxi drivers. Silva said “deregula-
tion” of taxis was dangerous and 

appears to be “bleeding” to the 
west side of Silicon Valley. He said 
he wants the city to keep requiring 
drug tests of drivers.
 Council member Tom Means, a 
libertarian and economics profes-
sor at San Jose State University, 
asked Silva why he was using such 
strong language. Silva said that 
without some rules, taxi drivers 
may start to engage in fights and 
bidding wars for customers as they 
once did at San Jose airport. 
 “At the end of the day it doesn’t 
make for a good cab industry,” he 
said.
 Currently, taxis that park at the 
Caltrain station appear to have 
organized a system so there are no 
fights over who picks up the next 
customer. But that may change 
if the city is opened up to almost 
any cab operator, said council 
member Mike Kasperzak.
 “We don’t have that much busi-
ness as it is,” said one Mountain 
View taxi driver.
 Mayor Margaret Abe-Koga and 
council members Means, Siegel 
and John Inks supported allowing 
other cab companies to come into 
the city. 
 “Competition — that’s the key to 
customer satisfaction,” Inks said.
 Although council member Laura 
Macias was absent, all those present 
agreed that it didn’t make sense to 
have highly paid sworn police offi-
cers doing the various background 
checks and cab inspections. Abe-
Koga said she wanted the city to 
begin regulating taxis through 
business license requirements 
instead, which could include 
some form of outside inspection 
of cabs. V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

to build 214 one- and two-bedroom 
apartments on 3.3 acres currently 
occupied by Minton’s Lumber. The 
development would feature two 
large buildings above an under-
ground parking garage, with the 
buildings split by a promenade 
and courtyard similar to what 
Prometheus built at Park Place on 
Castro Street. 
 The buildings would be about 
two stories high on Villa Street but 
increase to four stories at Evelyn 
Avenue. A new public road would 
run along the eastern edge of the 
site. The frontage along Bush Street 
would be three stories. 
 The project would probably mean 

the end of Minton’s, which is still 
open for business but whose owners 
are ready to sell. The lumber sup-
plier has been in business for almost 
a century.
 The neighbors who spoke Tues-
day night attempted to point out 
every possible flaw with the project. 
They said it would add to the area’s 
traffic problems and “horrendous” 
parking problems by providing 
only 1.5 parking spaces per unit 
(2.3 is usually required), and that 
it had a “boxy” design. Their big-
gest peeve: the appropriateness of 
allowing a project about twice as 
dense — at 60 units per acre — as 
what’s allowed by current zoning, 
which caps homes at 25 units per 
acre and three stories in height. 
 “I can’t see any benefit, or if you 
live in this neighborhood, how this 

is good for you,” said one neigh-
bor. 
 “Why isn’t two stories good 
enough?” asked neighbor Steve 
Harrison. “Frankly, it’s unfair.” 
 But Mayor Margaret Abe-Koga 
called it “probably one of the best 
places to put a high-density project” 
because of its proximity near the 
train station. 
 “Larger scale development makes 
sense and is justified,” agreed Inks. 
 Council member Tom Means 
said he was disappointed that the 
city previously passed on a chance 
to build higher density homes 
directly across from the train sta-
tion.
 The Old Mountain View Neigh-
borhood Association has supported 

MINTON’S
  Continued from page 1

  Continued on next page



CITY’S 2009-10 BUDGET
IS APPROVED
 The City Council passed a 
general fund budget last week 
with only $4 million in cuts 
to services to fix a $6 million 
deficit, which was temporarily 
shored up with $2.2 in reserves.
 Council members will begin 
to plan for next year’s budget 
process later this month. It is 
also when the city manager 
expects to be able to report on 
how talks are going with the 
city’s labor unions, who may be 
forgoing a portion of their pay 
raises. Though pay and benefits 
for public safety and many other 
positions is average compared to 
local cities, the city’s personnel 
costs rise by a total of $3.8 mil-
lion a year, while tax revenues 
are projected to remain flat. The 
city projects $86.6 million in 
general operating fund revenue 
for 2009-10.
 To fix its problems, the state 
may also take as much as $5 mil-
lion from the city’s tax revenue 
over the next year, including 
$2.5 million from the general 
fund property taxes, $1.8 mil-
lion in Shoreline district proper-
ty taxes and a possible $850,000 
in gas taxes. 
 “We’re being naÔve if we 
think things are going to get 
better,” said council member 
Tom Means. “It could be anoth-
er $5-$6 million we need to 
cut.”

COUNCIL OKS HOME LOANS 
FOR CITY EMPLOYEES
 The City Council has approved 
a program that may provide an 
incentive for city employees to live 
in Mountain View. 
 The program will make 20 

low interest home loans available 
worth $100,000 each, which will 
compliment a primary home loan. 
The goal of the program is to better 
prepare the city for an emergency 
by having more “first responders,” 
usually thought of as police and 
firefighters, in the city. But last 
week the council declared all city 
employees to be first responders.
 If the success of such programs 
in other cities is an indication, only 
a handful of employees will use the 
program.
 To pay for it, the city will use 
$1 million in below-market-rate 
housing funds, which can only be 
given to lower-paid city employees, 
and $1 million in general fund 
reserves, which are not restricted.
 The program will be adminis-
tered by Neighborhood Housing 
Services Silicon Valley, the state’s 
only nonprofit home loan lender. 

CUESTA TENNIS CENTER 
GETS NEW OPERATOR
 Todd Dissly and his partners are 
set to start a new chapter for the 
Cuesta Tennis Center, after the 
City Council selected them from 
a pool of four prospective opera-
tors.
 City staff recommended Moun-
tain View Tennis, comprised of Los 
Gatos community tennis operator 
Dissly along with Nick Fustar and 
Brian Eagle, who operate the Santa 
Clara University, Mission College 
and West Valley College tennis 
courts. Staff said the company’s 
proposal showed a strong under-
standing of the city’s “community 
model,” which seeks to make the 
courts accessible to everyone. 
 Dissly said he plans to extend the 
center’s hours to 8 p.m. on Fridays 
and to provide more programs for 
youth.
 Mountain View Tennis will 

replace operator Tim Foley, who 
was popular with many in the ten-
nis community at Cuesta but failed 
to live up to his contractual obliga-
tions, according to the city.

OLD MIDDLEFIELD 
OFFICES FREED 
FROM ZONING REGS
 Property owners of office 
buildings on Old Middlefield 
Way will be able to keep their 
buildings as offices, the City 
Council decided last week.
 Though the street was zoned 
to provide a protected area for 
auto shops and supply houses, 
the zoning in that area, dubbed 
“CS zoning,” was misinterpreted 
by the city in previous years to 
allow office development, which 
drove out some auto shops dur-
ing the dot-com boom. The city’s 
response to fleeing auto shops 
was to restrict office use, but 
that led to newly converted office 
buildings sitting vacant. 
 After property owners peti-
tioned for help, the council 
approved an ordinance at its 
meeting last Tuesday allowing 45 
percent of multi-tenant buildings 
to be filled by an office use. An 
amendment by council member 
Mike Kasperzak to change the 

ordinance to 35 percent failed to 
gain support. 
 The ordinance also allows 
buildings currently used as 
offices to remain that way until 
2040.

UTILITY RATES GO UP
 To compensate for increased 
water, garbage and sewer costs 
imposed on the city, the council 
has raised utility rates. 
 Single-family homes will see 
an average increase of $1.15 for 

garbage service and $1.15 for 
sewer service per month. Water 
services for a household that uses 
250 gallons per day would have 
its water bill increase from $31.18 
to $32.74.

 Last week’s council vote for 
the increases was unanimous 
and came with little debate. City 
staffers said nine protest letters 
had been filed in opposition to 
the rate increases.

— Daniel DeBolt
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United Auto REPAIR

650-961-7771 650-961-0592 FAX

Tune Up
Specials

Spark Plugs
Charged, 4 cyli.

$2495
+ Parts

most 4 cylinders

Motor Change 30, 60, 90 & All

New Drive AxlesTransmission

Rebuilt/Used FULL SERVICE

Rebuilt/Used

CALL of Factory Dealer’s 
Maintenance Schedule

Most Axles New
Starting at $99.95CALL

Special 30% Off

Special
$6000

Labor
+ Parts

Shoreline Amphitheatre, Radio Disney and the 
City of Mountain View Present: 

 

The San Francisco Symphony Orchestra featuring 
“A Look at the Future” 

 
 
 
 
 

                                        
 

Shoreline Amphitheatre 
Saturday, July 4, 2009 

Plus a Spectacular Fireworks Display 
 

� Two thousand free lawn tickets are available to Mountain View Residents (four tickets per family 
limit) courtesy of Shoreline Amphitheatre and the City of Mountain View. 

� Mountain View residents may also purchase discounted lawn and upper reserve tickets for $13.50 
(four tickets per family limit). Discounted tickets are also courtesy of Shoreline Amphitheatre and 
the City of Mountain View. 

� An Additional $10.00 parking fee will be collected the night of the event. 
� Doors open at 5:00 p.m. with the Radio Disney Family Festival. 
� Bring this coupon, proof of Mountain View residency (a driver’s license and a current utility bill with a 

Mountain View address) or a Shoreline Resident Ticket ID card to the Amphitheatre Box Office to 
obtain your free or discounted tickets. 

� REVISED Box Office hours are Monday – Friday Noon to 5:00 p.m., Saturday closed unless there is a 
performance, and Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   

� Get your free tickets by 2:00 p.m. on Monday, June 29th.  Discounted tickets can be purchased up to 
and including the day of the event. 

the project, and even sent the 
council a letter saying they would 
support the “exploration” of higher 
densities at the site. 
 Roy Hayter of Advocates for 
Affordable Housing said the project 
would help make up for the loss of 
apartments in the city over the years 
due to condo conversions. The last 
apartment project anyone could 
remember was Avalon towers on 
El Camino Real. Donna Yobbs said 
the League of Woman Voters was 
pleased that the project was includ-
ing a portion of below market rate 
units.
 Council member Jac Siegel 
appeared to be the only strong 
opponent of the project’s density. 
Member Laura Macias was absent.
 “The current plan allows high 
density. This is very high density. 
I think that could be somewhat of 
an issue,” Siegel said, adding that he 

sympathized with neighbors who 
moved in believing there would 
never be a tall building at the end 
of Bush Street. 
 “I wouldn’t worry about the 
density. Density on Evelyn makes 
sense,” said council member Ronit 
Bryant, who lives nearby on Dana 
and Bush streets. 
 While others had problems with 
the architectural style, a mix of 
contemporary and classic design, 
Bryant said that didn’t bother her. 
 “What makes downtown is not 
the style, it’s the walkability of it, 
the doors facing the street, the 
stoops, the street trees and the 
planting strips. The precise details 
of the architecture are not as 
important to me. More and more 
people walk in the neighborhood. 
That level needs to be friendly and 
not a blank wall.” V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

  Continued from previous page
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Voters, Unite!

Vote by July 12th at Vote by July 12th at 
MountainViewOnline.comMountainViewOnline.com

Fantastic Fork
(Restaurants)
Best Breakfast/Brunch
Best Chinese Restaurant
Best Coffee House (Independent)
Best Deli
Best Fine Dining Restaurant
Best Fusion Restaurant
Best Indian Restaurant
Best Italian Restaurant
Best Mediterranean Restaurant
Best Mexican Restaurant
Best Middle Eastern Restaurant
Best New Restaurant
Best Place For A Business Lunch
Best Seafood Restaurant
Best Sushi/Japanese Restaurant
Best Take Out Restaurant
Best Thai Restaurant
Best Vegetarian Restaurant

Incredible GrubIncredible Grub
(Food And Drink)
Best Bagel
Best Bar
Best BBQ
Best Burger
Best Burrito

Best Ice Cream/Frozen Yogurt
Best Noodle Place
Best Pearl Tea
Best Pizza
Best Place To Buy Fresh Produce 
Best Sandwich
Best Small (Non-Chain) Grocery Store

To The RescueTo The Rescue
(Services)
Best Auto Body Repair
Best Auto Repair
Best Chiropractor
Best Dentist
Best Dry Cleaners
Best Fitness Club
Best Fitness Program
Best Green Business
Best Hair Salon 
Best Hotel
Best Massage
Best Nails/Manicure
Best Oil Change 
Best Pet Care
Best Remodeling/Construction
Best Shoe Repair 
Best Spa
Best Tanning Salon
Best Yoga StudIo

To The Mall... To The Mall... 
And BeyondAnd Beyond

(Retail Shopping)
Best Bike Shop
Best Bookstore
Best Florist (Non-Chain)
Best Hardware Store
Best Home Furnishings Store
Best New Business
Best Place to Buy Children’s Gifts
Best Store For Unusual Gifts

Up, Up And Away!Up, Up And Away!
(Fun Stuff)
Best Happy Hour
Best Live Entertainment
Best Mountain View Park
Best Nightlife Spot
Best Place For A Playdate
Best Wi-Fi Hot Spot 

(Spidey’s Favorite Spot 
To Get On The Web For Free)

Shazam!Shazam!
(Superhero-Themed)
Best Place To Change Into 

Your Superhero Costume
Best Superhero Headquarters
Best Place For A Hero-Villain Battle
Best Place To Deliver 

A Villainous Monologue
Best Rooftop To Shine 

The Bat Light From
Local City Figure Most Likely 

To Be A Superhero In Disguise

SUPERHEROES
2009

SUPERHEROESSUPERHEROES
20092009

In this year’s Best of Mountain 
View, we salute the superheroes 

of the local economy: the best 
businesses and hot spots in or 
around  town. Click that mighty 
mouse and salute 2009’s 
incredibles!

Fantastic ForkFantastic Fork
(RRestaurants)
BBest Breakfast/Brunch
BBest Chinese RestaurantBes

Coffee House (IndependeBest Coffffee 
Best Deeli

aurantBest FFiine Dining Restaurant
Best FFusion Restaurant

Vote Today!
Vote Today!

Dinner near a movie...Pizzeria Venti

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120

www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Your ticket to Italy  (NO PASSPORT REQUIRED)

NORTH & SOUTH INDIAN RESTAURANT & BAR

FREE DINNER
Buy 1 dinner entree & receive 

2nd entree  of equal or lesser value 
FREE

Must present coupon, limit 2 coupons per table
Expires 6/30/09     Not valid on FRI or SAT

2700 W. El Camino Real
(across from Lozano Car Wash)
Mountain View, CA 94040
650.948.0123  
Fax 650.948.0125
www.newsaffronrestaurant.com

LUNCH BUFFET DAILY 
DINNER BUFFET
FRI-SAT-SUN

    La Monique’s 
Nail & Skin Care Salon
VOTE FOR BEST PEDICURE 

IN SILICON VALLEY

10% Off
COME IN

MONDAY - THURSDAY
10:00a.m. - 3:00p.m.

650 Castro St., Ste. 175, Mtn. View
650-968-9901

2008 FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING*
A $99.00 VALUE!

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Want Teeth Bright & White?

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite #63A, Mountain View

D e n t a l  C a r e

FREE take home whitening kit with exam, 
x-rays & cleaning. Call for details.

*Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 08/05/09 VOTE FOR US 

BEST AUTO REPAIR 

2009!

2037 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mountain View
www.deansautomotive.com

FIRST RUNNER-UP

BEST AUTO REPAIR

1#

 S I N C E  1 9 8 8

WE APPRECIATE YOUR VOTE!

NOW OPEN FOR BREAKFAST FROM 8:00AM

Taqueria La Bamba
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

  Buy 1 Get 2nd at 1/2 OFF
Buy one cup of ice cream or any espresso bar item and get one of an 
equal or lesser value at 1/2 Price. Pints, Quarts, Specialties excluded.

  mouthwatering!         “It’s 
  irresistible!”

241 B Castro Street  Mountain View  650-969-2900

Italian Ice Cream

2008

Authentic Mexican Fusion

Open 7 Days

650-964-7871

1297 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View 

Vote Us 
Best Hardware

A Mountain View Tradition Since 1973

START RIGHT.  START HERE!

BLOSSOM TRUE VALUE HARDWARE

RUNNER UP 475 castro street
       mountain view

   650-967-3913

Open for Lunch & Dinner
New Buffet Menu

7 days a week

Vote for Us
BEST NEW RESTAURANT

Fabulous 
Cheese

See us on youtube Search 
“Milk Pail”

35TH ANNIVERSARY

20091974

A local independent shop!

Bold fl avors 
Exotic cocktails 

Live music 
Patio dining

spirited pan-latin cuisine

For reservations and menu
visit CASCALRESTAURANT.COM

or call 650-940-9500

Open daily for lunch and dinner 
from 11:30am

Mediterranean Grill House

650 Castro St, Mountain View 
650.625.9990

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics 
or animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally 

raised, corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

2008

BRUCE BAUER LUMBER & SUPPLY
134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040

 7:30am-5:00pm  8:00am-4:30pm

Serving our neighbors  
 for over 70 years.

Vote for us –
"Best Hardware 

Store"

VOTE FOR USVOTE FOR US FOR BESTFOR BEST 

2008

A PENINSULA TRADITION SINCE 1970

1067 N. San Antonio Rd.
at El Camino Real

Los Altos

650.948.2696

CHINESE CHINESE 
RESTAURANT RESTAURANT 
20092009

P
A
L

O
A LTO W

E
E
K
L
Y

2 0 0 8

BEST OF

2526 Leghorn Street
Mountain View (Near Costco)

www.autoworks.com650 968-5202

Thank You 
for 

voting us – 
"Best of"

last six 
years!

2008

GREEN BUSINESS
Santa Clara County
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pastor Tilden Fang. 
 Sheppard’s message of tolerance and diversity is reinforced 
in his radio show, “Enduring Truths,” which is broadcast over 
500 radio stations. He recently wrote a book about improv-
ing relationships between diverse churchgoers called “Build 
a Bridge and Get Over it!” (His popularity is so great that he 
is requested for speaking engagements at Christian confer-
ences all over the country during the week — which is why, 
his assistant said, he would be too busy for an interview with 
the Voice.)
 Sheppard’s sermons are humorous and sometimes theatri-
cal. On May 24 he talked about how being a Christian was 
sometimes a struggle requiring that you get up and fight 

when beaten down. He used boxing as a metaphor, and at 
one point stretched out on the stage like a knocked-out boxer 
for dramatic effect, riffing on what must go through a boxer’s 
mind when he’s been knocked down on cable TV. 
 His sermons are memorable, and quotable: “There is 
nothing worse to me than a weak-kneed, milquetoast 
man,” he said, adding that “I don’t let anything get me 
down and out.” 
 When offering advice for finding a compatible marriage 
partner, Sheppard said, “If you want to live a thorough-
bred life, you can’t mate with a mule.” 
 “Don’t send me an e-mail,” he added. “I meant exactly 
what I said.”
 Sheppard’s practical lessons draw people from all sorts of 

backgrounds, which is why, Fang said, “It is not uncommon 
to find someone with a Ph.D. worshipping next to someone 
who just got their GED, or someone who just came out of 
prison,” who heard Sheppard on the radio.

The next move
 Sheppard says he plans to retire at 65, so he has 14 years 
to go. He says that “there is no success without succession,” 
which means he is hoping someone will emerge to be the 
church’s next leader. Much is at stake: The church has over 60 
different ministries, such as drug and alcohol support groups 
and marriage counseling programs. 

 Fang said it was a possibility the church would remain in 
Mountain View as a “satellite” of a new, larger building leased 
or built somewhere else. Where exactly the church would set 
up its new headquarters is uncertain, but Fang noted that 
land is expensive in Silicon Valley. 
 Wherever it goes, people are sure to travel to get there. As 
it is now, churchgoers are drawn from around the larger Bay 
Area, with some coming from as far as Tracy and Vacaville. 
Many are from San Francisco and Oakland, and most are from 
Mountain View, Sunnyvale and East Palo Alto, where the 
church runs several outreach programs. V  

MICHELLE LE

MICHELLE LE

ABUNDANT LIFE
  Continued from page 1

“It is not uncommon to find some-
one with a Ph.D. worshipping next to 
someone who just got their GED, or 

someone who just came out of prison.”
TILDEN FANG

Pastor Paul Sheppard speaks to congregants at Abundant Life Christian Fellowship.
Below: a worshipper raises his hands during the service.
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International School of the Peninsula

French and Chinese Language Immersion

Call for Tour Information

th grade

   required

All events at Stanford University

Group rates, festival subscriptions,  
50% off student tickets and 

                       family discounts available

6/26 James Moody Quartet featuring  
 Benny Green   

6/27 Early Bird: Crosspulse with Keith Terry
 
6/27 Gonzalo Rubalcaba 

6/28 Dafnis Prieto Si o Si Quartet
 
7/03 Bobbe Norris with the Larry Dunlap Trio
 
7/05 Songs of Sinatra: An American   
 Celebration
 
7/10 Wycliffe Gordon Quartet
  
7/11 Early Bird Jazz: Woodwinds and Strings 
   
7/11 Regina Carter Quintet

7/12 Everything You Wanted to Know   
 about Jazz

7/12 Wesla Whitfield and the Mike   
 Greensill Trio

7/17 Brazilian Guitarist Paulo Bellinati with  
 Harvey Wainapel & Carlos Oliveira
 
7/18 The Donald Harrison 3D Experience  
  
7/19 Wayne Wallace Latin Jazz Quintet
  
7/20 Blastin’ Barriers with Frederick Harris  
 & Friends

7/21 Julian Lage Group 

7/22 Ruth Davies’ Blues Night w/ Elvin Bishop
 
7/23 Simply Standards with Melecio   
 Magdaluyo   

7/25 Matt Wilson’s Sonic Garden

7/26 Taylor Eigsti & Free Agency
 
7/27 Horace-Scope with Jaz Sawyer
 
7/28 Jeb Patton Trio featuring Tootie Heath 
   
7/29 1959 Revisited
  
7/30 SJW Mentors w/ Matt Wilson
 
8/01 Madeline Eastman featuring   
 Terell Stafford   

8/02 The Heath Brothers   
 
8/03 Generations Jazz Project

8/04 Stan@Stanford: Remembering   
 Stan Getz   
 
8/05 Mulgrew Miller Trio 
 
8/07 SJW All Star Jam Session
 
8/08 Dena DeRose Quartet featuring   
 Steve Davis   

Box Office:  650.725.ARTS (2787) 
http://tickets.stanford.edu

Information:  650.736.0324 
www.stanfordjazz.org

James Moody

Gonzalo Rubalcaba

Dafnis Prieto

Regina Carter

OPENING WEEKEND FRIDAY JUNE 26!

that she was on “personal leave,” 
adding that legally they were not 
able to discuss the case. School 
Principal Sharon Burns sent out a 
letter to parents calling Polifrone’s 
departure “a difficult decision for 
all involved.”
 There is a specific dismissal 
procedure for tenured teach-
ers, according to Dina Martin, a 
spokesperson for the California 
Teachers Association. Before his 
or her hearing, the teacher hears 
the “statement of charges.” Then 
a decision is made by a three-

member panel composed of an 
administrative law judge, a school 
administrator and a teacher who 
teaches the same subject at a dif-
ferent school.
 The accused teacher can then 
appeal the ruling at the Superior 
Court level, Martin said.
 Superintendent Maurice Ghy-
sels said that as part of district 
procedure, teachers are assigned 
to specific schools and classes 
after administrators make a list 
of all “personnel placements” and 
the board approves or rejects this 
list. The board does not necessar-
ily examine the list on a case-by-
case basis: During a June 4 board 
meeting, a trustee asked about 

Polifrone, and administrators 
confirmed that she will be return-
ing to the district this fall. 
 At the most recent board meet-
ing on Tuesday, a crying student 
told trustees that he had traumatic 
experiences in Polifrone’s class at 
Huff. The student, who is entering 
Graham as a sixth grader in the fall, 
said he was scared he might again 
get Polifrone as a teacher.
 Under district policies, a parent 
can request that a child not have a 
specific teacher, Ghysels said. The 
school’s principal makes the final 
decision. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

POLIFRONE
  Continued from page 5

a 10-year master facilities plan by 
February, and are mapping out 
special programs and resources 
they want on their campuses. Some 
of these programs may need special 
buildings or equipment, which 
would be incorporated into the 
master plan.
 During their last meeting of the 
academic year on Tuesday, trust-
ees agreed on some “easy guiding 
principles” for the district, such 
as maintaining “fiscal integrity,” 
maximizing energy efficiency and 
engaging students in the classroom 
with existing tools and resources. 
 “We want principles to guide us,” 
trustee Ed Bailey said as he led the 
study session.
 As trustee Fiona Walter put it, the 
board is asking, “Where do we want 
to be in 10 years. What do we see 
ourselves needing.”
 Trustees said they will return in 
August to discuss larger programs, 
such as charter and magnet schools, 
and policies they may adopt for the 
district.
 The board has been discussing 
the 10-year facilities plan all year, 
and had originally planned to pass 
a plan this month. A demographer 
talked to the board this spring 
about population trends in the 
district, and Bill Gould Design, the 
architectural firm that is helping 
the district with its master plan, 
estimated the district needed as 
much as $192 million in repairs and 

renovations.
 Trustees began discussing a 
potential bond measure to pay for 
these renovations, and said they 
could put it on the ballot as early as 
November. But they decided to slow 
down the process as the district 
waits to see how much the state will 
cut from educational funding as it 
looks to balance its budget. 
 Administrators said that, depend-
ing on cuts, they may have to spon-
sor another parcel tax to help pay 
for educational programs. (Bond 
measures fund buildings and reno-
vations, and parcel taxes pay for 
programs.) The district will pass 
a master plan by February, in time 
to sponsor a bond on the June 10, 
2010 ballot for the gubernatorial 
primary. 
 On Tuesday night, Bailey, who is 
on the master facilities plan com-
mittee, said the trustees needed to 
consider “how much land we need 
to be successful” for school sites, 
infrastructure, buildings, class-
room set up and programs when 
preparing to make the master 
plan. 
 “These guiding principles will 
give [Bill Gould] as much help as 
we can,” Bailey told trustees and 
administrators during the study 
session.
 Trustees quickly agreed on 12 
“easy guiding principles,” many of 
which came from the Fresno School 
District. These include providing 
safe and secure campuses, engaging 
students, variety in classroom set 
up and providing early childhood 
education in the district. 

 “If we can agree on the easy prin-
ciples, let’s,” Walter said. “But we 
can’t forget about the hard ones.”
 With these under their belt, 
trustees started talking about pro-
grams and policies they may want 
to see in the district. They made a 
list of ideas to think about over the 
summer recess, including bound-
aries, magnet and charter schools, 
libraries and information centers 
on campuses, and special programs 
like dual immersion or performing 
arts centers. Trustees will pass this 
list on to Bill Gould Design so the 
architects will have it over the sum-
mer to refer back to while the board 
is in recess.
 “There are still going to be some 
philosophical conversations we 
need to have,” Bailey said. 
 Trustees said as they plan for 
their facilities, they need to discuss 
whether students will get to choose 
special programs and schools, 
or if they can only attend their 
neighborhood campuses. They 
said this is especially important 
considering that some schools 
in the district have substantially 
higher test scores than others, and 
they want to provide opportunities 
for all students without “discour-
aging people from attending their 
neighborhood schools,” trustee 
Steve Olson said.
 Trustees agreed to continue dis-
cussions about these potential poli-
cies and programs when they return 
from their recess in August. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

WHISMAN
  Continued from page 1

tion of Proposition 39, a measure 
passed by California voters in 
2000 requiring that facilities be 
provided to charter schools. He 
says Bullis’ suit “amounts to noth-
ing more than an attempt to game 
the Proposition 39 regulations to 
squeeze an additional allocation 
of space from the district.” After 
receiving the letter, Bullis filed a 

lawsuit on June 10.
 District representatives have not 
returned calls from the Voice.
 “For five years we have been 
unable to bridge the divide 
between Bullis and the district,” 
Bullis administrators wrote on 
their Web site. “At this point 
the only way to move forward 
in a positive manner is to seek a 
common set of facts between the 
district and our school around 
the meaning of key provisions of 

Proposition 39.” 
 The fights between Bullis and the 
district date back to 2004, when the 
County Office of Education helped 
open the charter school after LASD 
closed down Bullis-Purissima Ele-
mentary School in Los Altos Hills. 
The Bullis and LASD communities 
have been debating school policies 
and jurisdiction ever since. V

E-mail Casey Weiss at 
cweiss@mv-voice.com

BULLIS
  Continued from page 5
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■  S TA F F

■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

LET BAYSHORE PLAN 
INCLUDE LESS DENSITY
Editor:
 Before deciding we need high 
density development in Bay-
shore, I suggest we look at how 
and where future “employees” 
are likely to locate as they 
interact with their “businesses” 
(“Heavyweights discuss Bay-
shore’s future,” June 5).
 I was a tad surprised that 
Google and Microsoft didn’t 
jump on this, since Infrastruc-
ture as a Service (IaaS) is a 
highly likely future of enterprise 
technology. IaaS means that 
employees can fully collaborate 
securely, completely and in real-
time with their organizations 
from any location. Employees 
have all the capabilities they need 
to work from home or a nearby 
favorite location as effectively as 
they work in their current office 
or cubicle.
 So business organizations real-
ly do not need the high-density, 
layered offices and cubicles that 
seem exciting at first, but often 
quickly frame a stressful and 
confining corporate experience. 
The future of basic corporate 
value streams is also indicating 
shifts away from layered offices 
and cubicles.
 In terms of Bayshore, this 
opens the door to designing 
smaller buildings that support 
workgroup needs such as weekly 
face-to-face meetings, serve as 

satellite offices for employees 
who prefer working outside their 
homes, offer streamlined “head-
quarters” for the few services 
that cannot be handled virtually, 
reduce exposure to the cost of 
vacancy during slower business 
cycles and, ideally, incorporate 
outdoor space, entertainment 
and other services for employees 
and the surrounding commu-
nity.
 This argues for a decreasing 
need for high density develop-
ment and an increasing need for 
high quality development.
Josephine Morrissey
Wake Forest Road

MIXED USE IS BEST 
FOR BAYSHORE
Editor:
 Thanks for the Voice’s great 
coverage of local government 
and community affairs. I’m writ-
ing in response to two separate 
articles.
 First, regarding “Heavyweights 
discuss Bayshore’s future,” I sup-
port the development of denser, 
walkable, bikeable, mixed-use 
communities (including hous-
ing) in North Bayshore. As part 
of its General Plan update, the 
city of Mountain View should 
zone housing and services, not 
just jobs.
 This will provide two ben-
efits. First, it will help Mountain 

Last March the Voice ran a story based on charges from a small 
group of parents saying that a Huff Elementary School teacher 
was “abusive” toward some of her fourth grade students. The 

resulting turmoil ended only after the teacher left her classroom for the 
remainder of the year. 
 Calling it a “personnel matter,” administrators at the Mountain View 
Whisman School District said that legally they could not share any 
details about Patty Polifrone’s departure. But given the wide-ranging 
comments from parents — some loved the teacher’s brusque style, 
while others thought she was a verbal abuser — there seemed to be 
enough controversy to expect that Polifrone would not be teaching 
again in the district any time soon.
 Wrong. Last week, word got out that Polifrone would indeed be 
teaching in the district, this time to sixth graders at Graham Middle 
School. The announcement came with little fanfare, and can’t be wel-
come news for parents who followed the clamor in March about Polif-
rone’s teaching style.
 As before, the district says it is not able to disclose any specific details 
about how Polifrone was assigned to Graham, leaving it open to specula-
tion. And naturally, this speculation will include a new round of negative 
comments about this teacher, echoing the parents at Huff who felt their 
children were abused in her classroom.
 It is important to note that Polifrone’s tough-love style had its fans, 
some of whom said their children learned to handle adversity under 
her tutelage. These parents seemed to be saying that even though her 
style was hard on students, their children could overlook the emotional 
wringer if it taught them about discipline and life in the real world.
 Lacking details on the Polifrone dispute, it is impossible to know 
exactly why and how her reassignment occurred. For example, if 
the district intended to dismiss her, as a tenured teacher she would 
be entitled to a formal hearing and could appeal the decision to a 
Superior Court judge. 
 Whatever the case, as personnel matters go, she seems to be coming out 
on top. This may be fair and for the best — district officials continually 
say they always have the students’ needs foremost in mind, and we have no 
choice but to take them at their word.
 But even if district officials cannot comment on specific person-
nel matters, it would ease the anxiety of concerned parents if they 
explained to the public in more detail how such issues generally are 
addressed. What parameters are set by a teacher’s tenure? Does the 
union get a say, and if so what weight is it given? What role, if any, does 
the district board (in closed session) play in deciding a teacher’s fate? 
 Perhaps district officials feel Polifrone will do better with sixth 
graders, which may be possible. But we doubt that, if given a choice, 
many parents of incoming sixth graders would elect to have their 
child spend the school year with Polifrone.
 The best teachers inspire their students by being role models and 
sharing examples of how good behavior and a positive work ethic can 
lead to success. The worst harangue and tear down their students. And 
any teacher whose lessons come with abuse, either physical or emo-
tional, has no place in the classroom. 
 Some parents put Polifrone squarely in the latter camp. Given that she’s 
returning to the classroom this fall, we hope they’re wrong — and we wish 
the district could do a little more to ease parents’ worries about it. 

A lightning rod 
teacher returns

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
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  See LETTERS, page 15
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SAKAMOTO
GARDENING SERVICES

General Residential Yard General Residential Yard 
Maintenance & PruningMaintenance & Pruning

I take care of the I take care of the 
overall health of your yard!overall health of your yard!

Serving Mountain View • SunnyvaleServing Mountain View • Sunnyvale

Free Estimate Free Estimate 
(650) 793-0889(650) 793-0889

JEEP/CHRYSLER OWNERS WELCOME!
At Dean’s Automotive, outstanding 
service is our primary objective.

Looking for an alternative to the Dealer? Uncomfortable 
with how your Jeep/Chrysler is being serviced?

Then come in and meet us! We’re a one-stop shop for all your 
automotive needs, and are passionate about providing the best 
possible service to each and every customer – backed by a 24 
month/24,000 mile warranty on parts and labor.

Please call us at 650-961-0302 or 
visit our Web site to schedule an appointment

View address its jobs-to-housing 
imbalance. The current imbal-
ance of more jobs than housing 
drives up housing prices, mak-
ing it difficult for young families 
to live and work here. Second, 
providing housing and services 
along with jobs will help improve 
traffic and congestion by reduc-
ing the need to commute into 
North Bayshore from outside the 
area.
 Second, in regard to the June 
12 article “Join HSR group? City 
lets it blow by,” I applaud the 
City Council for not joining the 
narrow-minded Peninsula Cit-
ies Coalition. While I generally 
support high speed rail, more 
information and analysis are 
needed before the city can make 
an informed decision on whether 
to pursue a stop in Mountain 
View. 
 The coalition seems to be 
dominated by aff luent, self-
interested NIMBYs rather than 
open-minded, regional-thinking 
residents. Aligning with them 
would have resulted in Mountain 
View being incorrectly perceived 
as opposing high speed rail.

John M. Brazil
Loreto Street

PAT ON THE BACK FOR 
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS
Editor:
 I would like to thank the local 
organizations that provided col-
lege scholarships to our recent 
graduates from the Mountain 
View-Los Altos High School 
District. Many of these scholar-
ships will support the efforts of 
first generation college attendees 
who have a demonstrated need. 
Without these funds, many of 
the graduates would be unable 
to attend college. These grants 
serve as a positive motivator for 
our students during their high 
school years. 
 The local organizations that 
provide college grants include 
the MVLA Community Schol-
ars, the Los Altos and Mountain 
View Rotary Clubs, the Los 
Altos Masonic Lodge, and the 
Los Altos and Mountain View 
Kiwanis Clubs. We appreciate 
their efforts and their giving 
back to the community in the 
form of needed scholarships for 
deserving students.

Barry Groves, Superintendent
Mountain View-Los Altos 

High School District

WHERE DOES ABAG GET 
ITS NUMBERS?
Editor:
 How did ABAG determine that 
Mountain View should grow 
20 percent in the next 20 years? 
Was it based on a study or was it 
arbitrary?
 Where does ABAG expect to 
put the 15,000 additional people? 
Mountain View is the second 

most densely populated city 
in Santa Clara County. I guess 
that we can always build up and 
convert our parks to housing 
locations. Why not build housing 
in less densely populated areas of 
the county?
 Did ABAG consider the effect 
that 15,000 additional people will 
have on our quality of life?
 Does ABAG have any sug-
gestions as to how we are going 
to pay for the police officers, 
firefighters and other city staff 
required to support the addi-
tional 15,000?

Konrad M. Sosnow
Trophy Drive

MANY SUFFER FROM 
CHRONIC FATIGUE 
SYNDROME
 As the morning sun begins to 
peak into your windows most 
will begin yet another busy day. 
For others it is a different story, 
an untold story. 
 May 12 was Chronic Fatigue 
and Immune Dysfunction Syn-
drome Awareness Day. Although 
millions suffer, it is an invisible 
illness.
 The innocent name, Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome, does a dis-
service to those afflicted. As I lay 
here with a heating pad under 
my achy body, I can tell you first 
hand that CFS can strip the life 
out of those it touches. Many 
become unable to work and 
maintain friendships. Some are 
unable to drive, walk or function 
outside the home. We are all tired 
at the end of the day, but CFS is 
different. To compare CFS to 
everyday fatigue would be like 
comparing an untamed tiger to 
a kitten.
 The Centers for Disease Con-
trol recognizes CFS as a serious 
illness, and the World Health 
Organization classifies it as neu-
rological. Exhaustion, body pain, 
weakness, dizziness, chemi-
cal sensitivity, hypoglycemia, 
spasms, headaches, numbness, 
poor memory, nausea and a sick 
flu-type feeling are just a few 
of its symptoms. Despite this, 
nobody is talking about it. 
 CFS is non-transmittable with 
an unknown etiology. Genetics, 
viruses, chemicals and Lyme are 
possible sources. 
 There are many with CFS, even 
here in our own community. The 
sickest ones have no energy or 
stamina and, as a result, no voice. 
But with an increase in funding, 
awareness and research there’s 
hope. By reading this article, you 
have already begun to make a 
difference.
 Contact our Mountain View 
support group by e-mailing cfs-
bayarea@yahoo.com. For infor-
mation and contributions to 
research, visit www.cfids.org.

Monica Zavala 
Carmelita Drive 

MTN VIEW COLLECTIBLES 
127 E. El Camino Real, MTN.VIEW 650-965-3178
NEXT TO WALGREENS — CORNER EL CAMINO & GRANT ROAD

STORE CLOSING
STOREWIDE CLEARANCE ON NOW!

Hummel

50%-70% Off 
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by Dale F. Bentson

The restaurant space at 473 
University Ave. in Palo Alto 
was built as Cafe Niebaum-

Coppola in 2002, with sky-high 
ceilings, classic wood pillars and 
hardwood floors. Articulated 
doors opened across the front, 
softening the ambiance. 
 But mediocre food and stiff prices 
kept diners away, so Coppola segued 
the space into Cafe Rosso & Bianco, 
a more casual trattoria. When that 
didn’t work either, Francis Ford 
pulled the plug.
 In March, new owners with 
roots in both the Bay Area 
and New York reopened the 
place as Loui Loui Steak, an 
Italian-styled steakhouse with 

an incongruous name.
 That’s not all that’s incongru-
ous, though. Decorators plastered 
dreadful wallpaper onto every 
flat-walled surface. The resultant 
decor is a 1960s pseudo-psyche-
delic facade, about as much in tune 
with an expensive steakhouse as if 
Alice Waters suddenly redecorated 
Chez Panisse with Jack-in-the-Box 
ornamentation.
 Further, on a recent visit I 
observed that one waiter must 
have bathed in cologne. Fragrance 
preceded him half a dining room 
away, a no-no in any eating estab-
lishment. Other waiters weren’t 
familiar with many of the wines 
on the abbreviated list, although 

Incongruity on University
LOUI LOUI STEAKHOUSE SCORES HIGH FOR 

CUISINE, LOW FOR RETRO AESTHETICS

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

CLIFFORD PHAM 

Loui Loui Steakhouse’s chocolate souffle is one of their most popular dessert dishes.

Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m.  To 10 p.m.  Sunday

Pizzeria Venti

6 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil• 
1 small onion chopped fi ne• 
2 carrots chopped fi ne• 
2 stalks of celery chopped fi ne• 
4 veal shanks cut about 3 inches thick, • 
each tied tightly cross-wise
fl our, spread on a plate• 

3/4 cup dry white wine• 
4 tablespoons butter• 
1-1/2 cup chicken broth• 
1 cup 6 & 1 tomatoes, crushed with • 
their juices 
freshly ground pepper to taste• 
salt to taste• 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Heat 2 tablespoons of olive oil in foil pan. Add the onion, carrot and celery. Cook 

until the vegetables soften, about 10 minutes then drain the oil.
3. Meanwhile, heat the other 4 tablespoons of olive oil in a foil pan. Dredge the veal 

shanks in the fl our, coating on all sides and shake off the excess fl our. When the oil 
is hot, slip in the shanks and brown them on all sides. This should take about 6-7 
minutes per side. Remove the veal shanks and place them in the fi rst pan on top of 
the cooked vegetables.

4.  Add the wine, butter, chicken broth, tomatoes, pepper and salt to the pot. The liquid 
should come at least two thirds of the way to the top of the shanks. If it does not, 
add more broth. 

5. Cover the pan and place it in the oven. Cook for about 2 hours, turning and basting 
every 30 minutes, until the meat is very tender.

6. Transfer the Ossobuco to a warm plate and carefully remove the strings.
To serve place Ossobuco on a plate with Risotto Milanese, Orzo or Pastina pasta 
in herbed olive oil and garlic.

Ossobuco is a classic dish from 
Milan and features braised Veal shanks 
in a white wine and tomato sauce  

Ossobuco

Preparation:

From the 7 hills of Rome to the sea breezes of the Amalfi  coast and 
winding back through the ancient towns of Tuscany, Pizzeria Venti 
has captured the soul of Italian cooking. We take pride in bringing 
you the very best. The ingredients are simple. Imported Italian water 
to make our dough; fresh herbs to bring out the true taste of the 
regions and extra virgin olive oil enhance classic dishes from the 
world’s fi nest cuisine. Join us soon and experience the taste of 
Italia… right here in Mountain View. To our valued customers: Our 
love of Italian food knows no bounds. It is in this spirit that we will 
be sharing some of our classic recipes with you each week.

  Continued on next page
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If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Anna or Dianna at the Voice at 964-6300.

Dining Town
on the

AFGHAN

PARADISE AFGHAN/
PERSIAN KABOBS
604 S. Mary Avenue
Sunnyvale • 408/733-5262
(at El Camino Real)
Charbroiled Kabob
Lunch Special $7.95
www.paradiseafganpersiankabobs.com

AMERICAN

CLARKE’S 
CHARCOAL BROILER
615 W. El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 16 Yrs 
in a Row. Beautiful Outside Patio Dining.

HOBEE’S RESTAURANTS
2312 Central Expwy. 
Mtn. View • 650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch 
9 years in a row!

CHINESE

CHEF CHU’S
1067 N. San Antonio Road 
corner of El Camino
Los Altos • 650/948-2696
"2008 Best Chinese"
MV Voice & PA Weekly

NEW TUNG KEE 
NOODLE HOUSE
520 Showers Drive 
Mtn. View • 650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center)
Voted Best Noodle House in 
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice.

FRENCH

LE PETIT BISTRO
1405 W. El Camino Real 
Mtn. View • 650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French 
restaurant. 15 tables.

ICE CREAM

GELATO CLASSICO
241 B Castro Street 
Mtn. View • 650/969-2900

MEXICAN

CELIA'S MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT
3740 El Camino Real 
Palo Alto • 650/843-0643
1850 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park • 650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

PIZZA

KAPP'S 
PIZZA BAR & GRILL
191 Castro Street
Mtn. View • 650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

Our Famous Filet Mignon
in Peppercorn Sauce 

$28.95
Vegetables with Brie 

in a puff pastry

$18.95 
Complimentary glass of house wine 

with mention of this ad.

MV’S BEST BURGERS

$6 99 $6 75 $799

$6 75$725

1/3 LB. cheese, bacon 
grilled onions & 

mushroom’s, avocado

1/3 LB. guacamole, bacon,
pepper jack cheese

1 LB. triple decker
burger with triple cheese

 

GRILL 

NEXT TO COSTCO

YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY

 Starting June 5th

service was attentive. A steady 
drone of Otis Redding- and Mar-
vin Gaye-type, male, bluesy music 
bludgeoned diners with entire 
albums played indefinitely. For 
$30-plus for a steak, I expected 
more attention to detail.
 Surprisingly, the food was terrif-
ic. Everything I ordered was per-
fectly prepared with high-quality 
steaks, seafood, pasta dishes and 
appetizers. Desserts were par-
ticularly decadent, especially the 
order-ahead chocolate souffle. 
The women I saw trying it nearly 
rivaled Meg Ryan’s deli scene in 
“When Harry Met Sally.”
 For starters, the gratin of pear 
carpaccio ($7) with asiago cheese, 
walnuts and arugula, dressed 
with honey truffle vinaigrette, 
was unusual, tasty and spirited. 
The sweetness of the ripe fruit 
was balanced by the peppery aru-
gula while the walnuts provided 
crunch. The vinaigrette was sweet 
and earthy.
 Octopus salad is about as Ital-
ian as salad can be. At Loui Loui, 
the grilled octopus ($11) was 
lean with firm flesh: acceptably 
rubbery, mild-flavored and less 
briny than calamari. The salad 
came with green beans and sliced 
potato. Plating was not as startling 
as it is in Italy; no oozing sucker-

laden tentacles dangling over the 
edge of the dish. Instead, this was 
a tamer, well-conceived combina-
tion of tender cephalopod and 
vegetables. 
 The Maryland crab cake ($11.50) 
was chunky and deliciously briny. 
The texture of Maryland crab 
is flakier and tastes saltier than 
Dungeness and makes a great 
crab cake. The remoulade sauce 
accented perfectly.
 Filet mignon carpaccio ($12.50) 
abounded with flavor. The melt-
in-the-mouth meat was supported 
with shaved parmesan and aru-
gula and was drizzled with truffle-
infused olive oil with just enough 
bites to whet the appetite.
 Most of the pastas are made 
in-house. The linguini with Kobe 
beef meatballs ($16) featured a 
generous portion of those mar-
velously f lavor-packed meat-
balls. Kobe beef is buttery-tender 
because the meat contains a 
high percentage of fat. Kobe beef 
coupled with almost anything is 
delicious. The linguini and mari-
nara sauce were merely props.
 We tried two different steaks. 
The 8-ounce filet mignon ($28) 
was offered two ways, with bear-
naise sauce or au poivre (mis-
spelled on the menu). We tried the 

  See LOUI LOUI, page 18

■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations 
 Credit Cards 
 Alcohol 
 Takeout 
 Highchairs 
 Banquet 
 Catering 
 Outdoor Seating 
 Noise Level moderate

 Bathroom Cleanliness excellent

 Parking city lots

Loui Loui Steakhouse
473 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 326-2900
www.louilouisteak.com

Hours: 
Sunday to Thursday 
11:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. 
Friday to Saturday 
11:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m.

  Continued from previous page



latter and the meat was lean, firm-
fleshed and decadently tender. 
Most steaks come with a choice of 
side dish. 
 A 12-ounce rib-eye was the 
special one evening ($32.50). The 
tender beef was well marbled and 
perfectly cooked per my request. 
The steak was enhanced with a 
medley of mushrooms sauteed 
in brown mushroom sauce. The 
king-sized plate came with a pile 
of steamed broccoli rabe and 
toasted polenta. I left with a hefty 
doggie bag.
 Veal chop Milanese ($29) was 
pounded flat and dredged in flour, 
egg, parmesan and breadcrumbs, 
then fried. The resultant huge piece 
of veal was succulent, rich and subtle 
and was presented on a bed of aru-
gula with a chopped tomato salad. 
Another doggie bag. 
 Noteworthy were the braised 
short ribs ($25), also blanketed 
with a hearty mushroom sauce 
studded with chunks of mush-
rooms. The short ribs had been 
browned, then slow-cooked with 
onions, carrots, celery, etc. The 
meat was fall-off-the-bone appe-
tizing with minimal fat.
 Desserts were first-rate. The 
yummy fried ravioli ($7) was 

filled with bananas and Nutella, 
topped with a sauce of mixed ber-
ries and a scoop of pumpkin ice 
cream. Forget the calories; just eat 
it and be happy. 
 Apple strudel ($7) was not over-
ly sweetened, allowing the apple 
flavor to shine. Drizzled with 
caramel sauce, it was a perfect, if 
not distinctive, conclusion.
 The chocolate souffle needed 
20 minutes’ oven time. The wait 
staff came by midway through the 
entrees and asked if we wanted to 
order it. Ordering dessert while 
I’m enjoying something savory 
has always jarred me, yet I under-
stand the necessity of getting the 
dessert prepared. The souffle 
was served in a deep ramekin, 
enough to share, cakey on top 
with sumptuously immoderate 
warm chocolate pudding beneath. 
Bits of chocolate were still melting 
into the pool of pudding. To para-
phrase Voltaire, so good it should 
be illegal.
 Loui Loui seems somewhat at 
cross-purposes with itself. The 
service is conscientious and the 
cuisine superior and stylish. The 
decor, though, suggests some-
thing more dated, a toned-down 
version of Art Nouveau made 
famous at the flamboyant Max-
well’s Plum in the 1960s. It just 
isn’t all that appealing in this 
day and age. V

Weekend
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790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 16 years 

in a row 
as reported in 

the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

Mediterranean 
Grill House

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990   Fax: 650.625.9991

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or 
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised, 

corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

LOUI LOUI
  Continued from page 17

CLIFFORD PHAM 

General manager Walter Saltos pours water at Loui Loui Steakhouse.
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ANGELS & DEMONS (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 6:40 & 10:05 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 1, 4:10, 7:20 & 10:25 p.m. 

AWAY WE GO (R) 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 12:05, 2:40, 5:05, 7:35 & 10:05 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 12:45, 3:10, 5:35, 8 & 10:35 p.m. 

THE BROTHERS BLOOM (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Aquarius: 4:15, 7 & 9:30 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 1:30 p.m. 

DEPARTURES (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) Guild: 2, 5 & 8 p.m. 

EARTH (G) Palo Alto Square: 2:20 & 4:50 p.m. 

EASY VIRTUE (PG-13) 
Aquarius: 3:30, 6 & 8:30 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 1 p.m. 

THE HANGOVER (R) 1/2 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 11 a.m.; 12, 1:30, 2:30, 4, 5, 6:30, 7:30, 9 & 10 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 12:30, 1:15, 2:55, 3:40, 5:25, 6:15, 7:05, 7:55, 
8:45, 9:40 & 10:30 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10:45 a.m. 

IMAGINE THAT (PG) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 11:55 a.m.; 2:35, 5:10, 7:40 & 10:10 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 11:45 a.m.; 2:15, 4:50, 7:30 & 10:05 p.m. 

LAND OF THE LOST (PG-13) 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 11:45 a.m.; 2:15, 4:45 & 7:15 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:20 p.m. 

MOON (R) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Palo Alto Square: 2:15, 4:45 & 7:20 p.m. Fri.-Sat. also at 9:45 p.m. 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 11:05 a.m.; 1:40, 4:15, 7:05 & 9:50 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 11:55 a.m.; 2:30, 5:05, 7:40 & 10:15 p.m. 

THE PROPOSAL (PG-13) 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 11 a.m.; 12:10, 1:35, 2:45, 4:10, 5:20, 6:50, 7:55, 
9:30 & 10:30 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 11:40 a.m.; 12:50, 2:15, 3:25, 4:50, 6, 7:25, 8:40 & 
10 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10:20 a.m. 

STAR TREK (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 1, 4:05, 7:20 & 10:20 p.m.
 Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 1:30, 4:30, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 
10:40 a.m. 

STATE OF PLAY (PG-13) 
Palo Alto Square: 7:15 p.m. Fri.-Sat. also at 10 p.m. 

THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 (R) 
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 11:10 a.m.; 12:30, 1:50, 3:05, 4:25, 5:40, 7:10, 8:15 
& 9:55 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 11:25 a.m.; 12:15, 1:05, 2, 2:50, 3:40, 4:35, 5:25, 
6:15, 7:10, 8, 8:50, 9:45 & 10:35 p.m. 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (PG-13) 
Century 16: 9:45 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 1:30, 4:30, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m.Fri.-Sun. also at 10:30 a.m. 

TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN (PG-13) 
(NOT REVIEWED) 
Century 16: Tue. at midnight. Wed. & Thu. at 12:30, 3:50, 7:10 & 10:30 p.m. 
Century 20: Tue. at midnight. Wed. & Thu. at 10:30 a.m.; 12:15, 1:55, 3:40, 
5:20, 7:05, 8:45 & 10:30 p.m. 

UP (PG)  
Century 16: Fri.-Tue. at 21:15, 1:20, 2:45, 3:50, 5:15, 7:45 & 10:15 p.m. In 
digital 3D at 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m. 
Century 20: Fri.-Tue. at 11 & 11:45 a.m.; 1:10, 1:40, 2:20, 3:45, 4:20, 4:55, 
7, 7:35, 9:35 & 10:10 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 10:35 a.m. In digital 3D Fri.-Tue. at 
12:35, 3:10 & 10:45 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 5:45 & 8:15 p.m. 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13) 
Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40 & 7:15 p.m. 

EASY VIRTUE 
(Guild) In sepia-toned footage, fast cars 
breeze around the French Riviera, and a 
platinum blonde first crosses the finish 
line of the Monte Carlo Grand Prix. Her 
eyes lock with a young Englishman, and 
soon she’s crooning “Mad About the 
Boy.” Both the whirlwind romance and the 
movie become staid once the impetuous 
John Whittaker (Ben Barnes) announces 
his marriage to Larita (Jessica Biel) to his 
upper-crust family. Mrs. Whittaker (Kristin 
Scott Thomas) takes an immediate dislike to 
her American daughter-in-law, whom she 
labels a gold-digging “floozy.” Her disdain 
escalates for Larita, whose fascination with 
modern machines, progress and fun conflict 
with the stultifying British traditions that 
govern life at the grand English country 
estate. Rated: PG-13 for sexual content, 
brief partial nudity, and smoking through-
out. 1 hour, 33 minutes. — P.C. 

THE HANGOVER 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Soon-to-be-
married Doug Billings (Justin Bartha) 
wants simply to have fun with his friends 
before tying the knot. Schoolteacher Phil 
Wenneck (Bradley) is a smart rabble-
rouser. Goofy Alan Garner (Zach Gali-
fianakis) is a well-meaning misfit. And 
dentist Stu Price (Ed Helms) has allowed 
an abusive girlfriend to quash his sense 
of excitement. Doug, Phil, Alan and 
Stu drive to Las Vegas for the bachelor 
party and an evening of alcohol-fueled 
debauchery. Stu, Phil and Alan wake up 
the next morning in a trashed hotel room 
with no memory of the previous night. 
They also discover two unusual guests 
in the room: a crying baby boy and a 
Bengal tiger. Plus, Doug is nowhere to 
be found. Panic sets in as the trio tries to 
piece together the night’s events, meet-
ing an array of unusual characters along 
the way. Rated: R for some drug mate-
rial, pervasive language, sexual content 
and nudity. 1 hour, 40 minutes. — T.H. 

THE TAKING OF 
PELHAM 1 2 3
(Century 16, Century 20) Denzel Wash-
ington and John Travolta face off in Tony 
Scott’s taut, ticking-clock reboot of the 
1974 subway thriller set in New York City. 
Their star power adds human interest 
to the adaptation of John Godey’s novel 
about hijackers holding passengers hos-
tage for a huge sum of money that must 
be delivered within an hour. The “late 
fee” is pricey: one hostage executed per 
minute. Scott’s edgy direction relentlessly 
ramps up the tension to Code Red. Typical 
of most action movies, Travolta sometimes 
slips into a cartoonish, over-the-top villain, 
and Washington’s attempt to save the day 
strains credulity. Regardless “Pelham” sat-
isfies as a summer popcorn movie. Rated: 
R for violence and pervasive language. 1 
hour, 44 minutes. — S.T.

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (800-326-3264)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-3264)
 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  
SPANGENBERG THEATRE: 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto (354-8263) 

For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the 
Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

Skip it   
Some redeeming qualities  

A good bet 
Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses, 
trailers and more movie 
info, visit www.mv-voice.com 
and click on movies.

M O V I E T I M E S

M O V I E R E V I E W S

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti, 
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth,  T.H.-Tyler Hanley

M O V I E C R I T I C S

121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR COMPUTER  
SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. WE DO BUSINESS 
THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

SAFE FROM STATE & FEDER AL INTRUSION

216 Castro St., Mountain View
(650)  969 -1112  |  w w w . g o d ava r i . u s

Formerly Sue’s Indian Cuisine 

25% Off Your Dinner
New Reduced Price Menu

Dinner Served 5:00pm-10:00pm
*Must present coupon. Expires june 30, 2009

We’d 
Appreciate 

Your Vote For 
Best Indian

Cuisine

OPEN 
for 

Father’s Day
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Buy any pizza slice from our 
Prepared Foods Department and 
receive another pizza slice of 
equal or lesser value for FREE!
Coupon good 6/22/09-6/26/09      PLU# 20593 
Void if duplicated. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one per customer. 
Not valid if used in conjunction with a team member discount card. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Coupon must be surrendered 
at time of redemption. Valid at Whole Foods Market in Los Altos only.  

Bring in coupon to redeem

Voters, Unite!

In this year’s Best of Mountain View, we salute 
the superheroes of the local economy: the best 
businesses and hot spots in or around town. 

Click that mighty mouse and salute 2009’s 
incredibles!

2009

V o t e  b y  J u l y  1 2 t h  a t   V o t e  b y  J u l y  1 2 t h  a t   w w w .w w w . M ountainViewOnlineM ountainViewOnline . c o m. c o m

VVoters, Unite!VVoters, Un
n this year s Best of Mon this year’s Best of Mo
the superheroes of the 
businesses and hot spot

nite!nite!

VoteVote

Today!Today!

SUPERHEROESSUPERHEROESSUPERHEROESSUPERHEROESSUPERSUPERHEROESHEROES
2009200920092009

Advertise in the 

Call Anna or Dianna
at 650-964-6300

Take your 
business to the 

next level.


