
By Kelsey Mesher

School officials contemplated 
big changes last week as they 
discussed a possible overhaul 

of the Mountain View Whisman 
School District’s policies — such 
as boundaries and class sizes — in 
order to meet the demands of rising 
enrollment.
 The discussion put trustees in 
the position of trying to prioritize 
their educational values in the face 
of some big variables: rapidly rising 
enrollment numbers, plus a shift in 
the district to Basic Aid status. 
 Whatever changes are finally 
implemented could mean adjust-
ments to school boundaries, enroll-
ment policies, bus routes and school 
and class sizes. 
 Among the proposals presented 
at last week’s board meeting, one 
proved especially controversial: 
new school boundaries that would 
mostly affect areas feeding into 
Castro and Monta Loma. Admin-
istrators noted that, if implemented, 
the change would probably not take 
affect until 2011-12 because of an 
unsafe crossing at Rengstorff and 
Central Expressway (see map, p. 
12). Also, it would only pertain to 
new families in the district, and 
would not displace current students 
at those schools or their siblings.
 While some trustees said it is 
more important for students to be 
able to attend their neighborhood 
school, others said maintaining 
diversity should be a priority.
 “We know that low-income His-
panic and low-income African-
American students often do worse 
in their neighborhood school than 
if they go to a different school,” said 
trustee Ellen Wheeler. She pointed 
out that the current proposal would 
shift an area currently assigned to 
Bubb over to Castro, which serves 

a higher population of low-income 
families and scores lower on stan-
dardized tests.
 “It troubles me,” she told fellow 
board members, “and I don’t have 
a solution for us. I don’t have a for-
mula, but it troubles me.”
 She called for board members 
and administrators to get creative 
while keeping in mind the needs of 
the Castro neighborhood students. 
She emphasized that she felt Castro 
administrators and teachers were 
doing their job, but that under-
served students historically do bet-
ter in higher-achieving schools.
 “I’m uncomfortable about mov-
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Valerie Harris shows off an unripe orange on her tree. Harris, who lives in Old Mountain View, says 
people have been trespassing and stealing her fruit. 

Navy: We 
will defer on 
Hangar One

  See ENROLLMENT, page 9

By Daniel DeBolt

In response to a letter and 
phone calls from Congress-
woman Anna Eshoo, Navy 

Secretary Ray Mabus says that 
the Navy will not remove the 
siding from Moffett Field’s 
historic Hangar One until the 
White House makes a decision 
on its restoration.
 “It is my intention that no 
siding will be removed from 
the hangar until the arbitration 
process has concluded,” Mabus 
wrote. “Once OMB’s decision 
has been made, the Navy will 
work with all parties to ensure 
that the 30-month remediation 
effort supports future plans for 

Resentment builds against  
downtown fruit thieves

By Daniel DeBolt

Downtown property 
owners say they are 
creeped out and irri-

tated by the regular presence of 
fruit thieves in their neighbor-
hood — people who sneak 
onto properties and strip 
trees of their fruit, which 
the residents believe is then 
sold elsewhere. 
 Over the past few years, 
they say, people on foot, on 
bikes and in cars have been 
taking fruit from people’s 
front yards — and, in at 
least one case, from backyards 
as well. The most popular fruit 
to be stolen is persimmons, 
which will ripen all over the 
neighborhood in a few weeks. 
 The pilfering isn’t a serious 

enough crime for police to 
dedicate a lot of resources to 
stopping it. But it’s enough to 
be an annoyance for neighbors, 
who say they wouldn’t mind so 
much if they were asked first. 
 After posting on the neigh-

borhood e-mail list, the Voice 
received eight reports of fruit 
trees being stripped with-
out permission in the area 
surrounding View, Bush and 
Loreto streets. 

 Downtown resident Bruce 
Karney said that up until 2000, 
people would ask to pick his 
persimmon tree. Now they are 
stripping his apple tree as well, 
without asking. 
 “I’m angry about it,” he said, 

adding that he once saw 
a fruit thief drive up in a 
Mercedes Benz.
 “Creepy is a good 
word” to describe it, said 
one downtown resident, 
who had a persimmon tree 
in her unfenced backyard 
completely stripped of its 
persimmons last year. The 

thieves squashed her land-
scaping in the process when 
they stacked stones to get high 
enough to reach every piece of 

  See FRUIT, page 8   See HANGAR ONE, page 12

“Apparently there’s some 
kind of underground 
persimmon market.”
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MOUNTAIN VIEW    Tastefully remodeled 4bd/2ba 
home, offers 2,239+/- sf of living space. Enjoy the 
large, open family room. Excellent Los Altos schools. 
Open Sunday. $1,295,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Absolutely charming! 
Quality and style combine in this delightfully remod-
eled 3bd/2ba home. Beautiful gardens with private 
patios. Excellent Los Altos schools.    $1,095,000

Ryan Gowdy Elaine KlemmMichael Galli

Jeff Stricker & Steve TenBroeck

MOUNTAIN VIEW  Stately, traditional 5bd/3ba 
home in great downtown location. 2316+/- sf., with 
high-end finishes, 9 foot ceilings, FR, DR, + MBR 
suite. Open Sunday. $1,299,000

LOS ALTOS   Beautiful tree-lined setting! Open 
and bright 4bd/2ba home with high ceilings and 
tall windows. Spacious kitchen views the rear yard. 
Top Los Altos schools. Open Sun. $1,350,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Lovely, updated 3bd/2.5ba 
ranch-style home in the Los Altos High School District. 
Large, step-down family room, oak HW floors, + dual-
paned windows.  $899,000

Sharon & Marcella

MOUNTAIN VIEW  Beautifully upgraded 2bd/2.5ba 
condo in wonderful location. Expansive living room/
dining ensemble with FP. Private front courtyard. 
2-car garage. $549,000

Jeff Stricker & Steve TenBroeck

MOUNTAIN VIEW  Dramatic, high ceilings 
and walls of glass create an open, airy ambiance. 
2bd/2.5ba TH, living room with fireplace, + separate 
family room. Open Sat & Sun. $585,000

Elaine Klemm

MOUNTAIN VIEW    This is the home you’ve 
been waiting for. Beautifully updated 4bd/2.5ba on 
a tree-lined street, in a superior location. Pool. Huff 
Elementary School. Open Sunday. $1,388,000

Ginny ZachowJerylann Mateo

MOUNTAIN VIEW  Gorgeous, exquisitely 
remodeled 4bd/2.5ba home. Grand entry, gourmet 
kitchen, formal LR, DR, + separate FR. Dream back-
yard with outdoor kitchen. Open Sun. $1,395,000



A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Kelsey Mesher.

“You wouldn’t want to steal from 
any old tree because you don’t 
know what you’re going to get. If 
people spray their trees they leave 
boxes out that say, ‘For free.’”
Vandi Linski, Mountain View

“I’d probably yell at them.”
Jessica Gallagher, San Jose

“Probably nothing, it’s not like I 
can eat all the fruit on the tree.”
Diana Hatch, Santa Clara

“I have a lemon tree, but I don’t 
care for it that much. ... I would 
set up a little basket with a sign 
that says ‘Take One.’”
Eric Sung, Palo Alto

“We used to have an orange 
tree, but we haven’t had that 
experience. I don’t know — 
you would probably just react 
on the spot.”
Alyona Eidinger, San Jose

What would you do if you 
saw someone steal fruit off 

a tree in your yard?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com
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FREE
EXAM

NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INCLUDES EXAM & X-RAYS!

Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply. 

Offer Good for 60 Days.

FREE
TEETH  

WHITENING
A $99.00 VALUE!

FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam, 
X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Are you past due for your check-up and cleaning?

w w w. S m i l e s D e n t a l . c o m

· Service  – At smiles dental, we 
believe in treating our patients to the best 
of dentistry and technology with first class 
personal service. 

· Passionate  – Our skilled team is 
passionate about helping our patients 
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

· Smiles  – Our office is equipped 
with the latest technology to help you 
achieve the smile you deserve. 

Dr. William Hall & Dr. Peri Eilers

Health & Beauty

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View  

(Corner of El Camino and Calderon) 
650.964.2626

A balance of independent 
and community living

Cohousing emphasizes sustainability and 
close social relationships. Private homes are 
complemented by generous common facilities.

Senior Cohousing

Chuck Durrett is an architect who 
has designed dozens of  these unique 
neighborhoods across the country.

A huge thank you to Books Inc. for hosting 
the incredibly successful October 1st 

presentation by Charles Durrett. The excellent 
turnout demonstrates how vital Books Inc. is 

to Mountain View’s vibrant downtown.

Senior Cohousing is a great book for anyone interested in 
cohousing communities. Get your copy now at 

Books Inc, 301 Castro Street

More information on the Mountain View Cohousing Community can be found at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mountainviewcohousing/
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ATTEMPTED MURDER
1500 block North Shoreline Blvd 
10/2

STOLEN VEHICLE
200 block Castro St 10/4

ASSAULT WITH A 
DEADLY WEAPON
1900 block California St 9/30

SEXUAL ASSAULT
2500 block Grant Rd 10/4

BATTERY
3500 block Truman Ave 10/1
1700 block Miramonte Ave 10/1
300 block Sylvan Ave 10/1
300 block Franklin St 9/30

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY 
900 block Farley St 05 10/5
100 block Estrada Dr 10/4
1900 block Crisanto Ave 10/4

GRAND THEFT
Diericx Dr and Levin Ave 5/10
24 Hour Fitness 9/30

AUTO BURGLARY
1300 block Cuernavaca Cir 10/4
600 block Sylvan Ave 10/1
700 block North Shoreline Blvd 
10/1

PETTY THEFT
2400 block Villa Nueva Way 10/5
700 block Continental Circle 10/3
1000 block North Rengstorff 
Ave 10/2
2500 block Grant Rd 10/1
500 block Mariposa Ave 10/1
1900 block Old Middlefield Way 
10/1
500 block North Shoreline Blvd 
9/30

POSSESSION OF 
MARIJUANA
2200 block Latham St 10/3
1900 block West El Camino Real 
10/3

POSSESSION OF 
CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE
West El Camino Real and Escuela 
Ave 10/3
Fairchild Drive and North Whisman 
Road 10/1

UNDER INFLUENCE 
OF CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE
1900 block California St 10/2

CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE: 
TRANSPORT FOR SALE
Clyde Ave and Maude Ave 10/1

VANDALISM
300 block Bryant St 10/3
100 block Sierra Vista Ave 10/2
Mora Dr and Ortega Ave 10/2
1700 block Wright Ave 10/2
Pacific Inn 10/1
600 block Rainbow Dr 9/30
500 block Castro St 9/30
900 block Lane Ave 9/30

SHOPLIFTING
400 block San Antonio Road 9/30

OBSCENE/ANNOYING 
PHONE CALLS
1700 block Wright Ave 9/30
2200 block Latham St 10/5

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
700 block East Evelyn Ave 10/1
Castro St and Villa St 10/2
West Dana St and Hope St 10/4
Jane Lane and North Rengstorff 
Ave 10/4
800 block Cuesta Dr 10/4

DISTURBANCE
Showers Dr 10/3

FALSE IMPRISONMENT
2200 block Latham St 10/1

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice is published every Friday by Embarcadero 
Publishing Co. 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300.  
Application to Mail at Periodicals Postage Rates is Pending at Palo Alto, 
CA and additional mailing offices.  The Mountain View Voice is mailed 
free to homes and apartments in Mountain View. Subscription rate of 
$60 per year.  POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Mountain View 
Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

We never forget it’s your home.®

9

Saturday, October 10, 9:00am – 11:00am
Your Forever Home
Harrell Design Center, Mtn. View

Saturday, October 17, 10:30am -12:30pm
Whole House Remodels
Kepler’s Bookstore, Menlo Park

Saturday, October 17, 9:00am – 4:00pm
Your Forever Home
Palo Alto Adult School, Palo Alto

Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling

Home Design and 
Remodeling Workshops
For homeowners interested in learning 
more about the remodeling process, these 
interactive workshops promise to be 
informative and fun.

2009-2010

Coming in October 2009: 
A Resource Guide for 

Seniors & Their Families 

(650) 964-6300

(650) 326-8210

(650) 854-2626

For Advertising Information 
Contact Connie Jo Cotton at 

(650) 326-8210x230
ccotton@paweekly.com

Community paper.
Fireplace fodder.

Pet cage liner.
Fish wrap.

The community
comes first

grow
your business.



Food critic 
fights 

anorexia  
at home

MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER TEAM UP 
TO WRITE ‘HUNGRY,’ 

AN IRONIC LOOK AT A 
SERIOUS PROBLEM

By Kelsey Mesher

It is an old story: A teen 
rebels against a parent. 
But what happens when 

the parent’s career is based on 
eating, and the teen’s rebellion 
a hunger strike that spirals 
into an uncontrollable eating 
disorder? 
 Such was the case with Sheila 
and Lisa Himmel, a food critic 
mom and her daughter from 
Palo Alto. They tell their story 
in a new book, “Hungry: A 
Mother and Daughter Fight 
Anorexia,” which they co-
authored. 
 Sheila is a celebrated Bay 
Area food critic and Palo Alto 
resident who worked for many 
years at the San Jose Mercury 
News. She has also written food 
reviews for the Voice and its sis-
ter paper, the Palo Alto Weekly. 
 “Hungry” is not just another 
book about anorexia, of which 
there are many. It is also a 
portrait of how a confluence 
of societal and social pressures 
wreaked havoc on the Himmel 

family. As Sheila highlights in 
the book, their situation was 
fraught with a terrible irony:
 “While I was out judging 
American’s favorite vegetable 
(French fries) for flavor, tex-
ture, and price,” she writes, 
“my daughter was home, starv-
ing herself.”
 Though the story is as per-
sonal as can be, the authors 
wanted to “use our story as 
something that would resonate 
with people, if they had a fam-

ily member who had an eating 
disorder or, if not, a family 
struggling with something,” 
Sheila told the Voice. “I also 
tried to weave in some report-
ing and interviews and research 
to put it in a larger context,” she 
said.
 In some ways, the Himmels’ 
experience with food is an 
anomaly. But the book also 
underscores the rapt atten-

By Kelsey Mesher

Police say a 25-year-old San 
Jose man was stabbed in 
the heart and the stomach 

last Friday night as late-night 
movies were letting out of the 
Century 16 theaters at Shoreline. 
An 18-year-old from Sunnyvale 
was arrested and charged with 
the crime.
 The stabbing appears to be 
gang-related, said police spokes-
person Liz Wylie. The unnamed 
victim remains in the hospital 
and is expected to survive.

 Wylie said 
the f ight 
started after 
“There were 
some words 
e x c h a n g e d 
before the 
m o v i e ” 
between two 
groups. “A security guard had 
noticed it and told them to go 
their separate ways.”
 Wylie said that after the 
movies let out, the suspect, 
Jesse Guerrero, 18, of Sunny-
vale, apparently approached the 

victim again outside the theater. 
There was another exchange of 
words, Wylie said, before Guer-
rero attacked.
 She said a reserve police offi-
cer happened to have stopped 
near the theater to pick up some 
food and noticed a large crowd 
standing out front. A security 
guard at the theater waved down 
the officer even before an emer-
gency call was placed.
 The officer called dispatch to 
alert them that a stabbing had 

■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

■ COMMUNITY

■ FEATURES

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

  OCTOBER 9, 2009 ■  MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE  ■  5  

Man stabbed in the heart at Century 16

  See STABBING, page 7

Jess Guerrero

Council 
wrestles 

with  
housing 
policies

By Daniel DeBolt

The City Council found 
itself in the quandary 
of trying to figure out 

how to encourage appropriate 
housing development Tuesday 
despite a relative lack of develop-
able land and a housing market 
slowdown.
 During its Tuesday night study 
session, the council discussed a 
long list of suggested policies for 
a new “housing element,” a state-
required general plan policy 
document that will guide hous-
ing development over the next 
seven years. Consultant Simon 
Alejandrino said the proposals, 
though numerous, were only 

“tinkering around the edges” in 
the effort to meet the city’s hous-
ing needs. 
 “The cities that are successful 
at generating a lot of units tend to 
have more land than Mountain 
View,” said Alejandrino, vice 
president of Bay Area Economics, 
a city-hired consultant group.
 BAE released a report in April 
that helped substantiate the 
notion that Mountain View 
needs more housing for its work-
ers because the city is “jobs rich” 
compared to neighboring cities.
 There now appears to be more 
focus on redeveloping the city’s 
existing apartment buildings, 19 
percent of which are in danger of 

  See COUNCIL, page 10

Mountain View 
needs more housing 

for its workers 
because the city is 

“jobs rich” compared 
to neighboring cities.

BAE REPORT

City officially 
a contender 
for HSR stop

By Daniel DeBolt

In response to requests 
from the community 
and the Mountain View 

City Council, the California 
High Speed Rail Author-
ity has included Mountain 
View among the possible 
locations for a High Speed 
Rail stop on the Peninsula.
 At a meeting in San Carlos 
last Thursday night, the Rail 
Authority presented various 
design alternatives for run-
ning high speed trains up 
the Peninsula. For the first 
time, the agency included 
a possible high speed rail 
stop in downtown Moun-
tain View at the existing 
Caltrain, bus and light rail 
station. 
 The same information 
will be presented at a meet-
ing at the Sunnyvale Rec-
reation Center at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 9. 
 “What we’re presenting 
here tonight is just the 
first cut at the alterna-
tives in the design options 
for the Caltrain corridor,” 
said Dominic Spaethling, 
regional manager for the 
San Francisco-to-San Jose 
segment.
 After studying the vari-
ous possibilities, the Rail 
Authority will decide 
whether Mountain View, 
Redwood City or Palo Alto 
will host a mid-Peninsula 
stop, and whether the tracks 
will be in a tunnel, in a 
ditch, at grade, above grade 
or some combination. 
 “People need to be aware 
that this is happening and 
get informed about it,” said 
council member Ronit Bry-
ant, who attended the meet-
ing. “Our comments can 
make a difference. It is 
wrong to wait until deci-
sions have been made and 
say ‘I didn’t know anything 
about it, this is terrible.’”
 The agency proposes run-
ning the tracks at grade on 
the corridor’s stretches east 

  See HSR, page 7

CLIFFORD PHAM

Sheila Himmel, left, and her daughter Lisa Himmel. The two 
teamed up to write “Hungry: A Mother and Daughter Fight 
Anorexia.”

  See HUNGRY, page 11
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S E E N  A R O U N D  T O W N

Colorful dragonfly

 “Our backyard garden has been visited by a number of dragonflies over the years but none quite 
so colorful,” wrote Tom Fletcher of Limetree Lane. “This one flew over our pool looking for a meal 
and finally landed on a tomato cage.”
 If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it (as 
a jpg attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

CASTILLEJA SCHOOL
Women Learning • Women Leading

Fall 2009 Open House Dates
Upper School (grades 9-12)

Tuesday, November 3
Sunday, December 6

To make a reservation or learn more 
 www.castilleja.org • 650.470.7733 • admission@castilleja.org

1310 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Middle School (grades 6-8)
Saturday, October 3
Sunday, November 15

  Educating Girls for the 21st Century

JUDGE RULES CARBAJAL 
CAN STAND TRIAL

 A judge ruled Friday at a 
preliminary hearing in Santa 
Clara County Superior Court 
that there is enough evidence 
for Mountain View soccer 
coach Pedro Carbajal to stand 
trial on charges of child moles-
tation.
 Three of Carbajal’s young 
relatives, who are now 19, 
16 and 12, were the only 
witnesses called to testify. 
Though their statements dif-
fered on some dates and on the 
sequence of some events, all 
three girls said they recalled 
being inappropriately touched 
several years back. The oldest 
testified that she had been 
raped on multiple occasions.
 Only a year ago, Carbajal, 34, 
was championed in Mountain 
View as a youth advocate. He 
was best known for starting 
the Amigos Soccer League in 
2006, teaching his players both 
about the sport and about the 
importance of school and 
staying out of gangs and away 
from drugs. He also held posi-
tions on the Mountain View 

Whisman School District’s 
English Learners Advisory 
Committee and the Moun-
tain View Community Action 
League.
 But in February of last 
year, his young relatives came 
forward, claiming Carbajal 
had illicit relations with each 
of them. On Feb. 27 he was 
arrested and charged with 
three counts of child molesta-
tion and one count of aggra-
vated assault.
 Carbajal’s next court date is 
an arraignment scheduled for 
Oct. 13.

— Kelsey Mesher 

HOMELESS MAN 
SENTENCED FOR 
COUNTERFEITING

 A federal court judge has 
sentenced a Gulf War veteran 
and drug addict who appar-
ently lived in Mountain View 
to 30 months in prison after 
used equipment to counterfeit 
tens of thousands of dollars.
 A public defender says 
37-year-old Paul Rickett was 

a methamphetamines addict 
who had been taught how to 
counterfeit money, which he 
was doing in the back of his 
Ford Aerostar minivan. Before 
he was arrested, Rickett had 
counterfeited $30,000 using 
his own equipment. 
 According to the Associ-
ated Press, though Rickett was 
homeless he had an address in 
Mountain View at one point, 
and has family in Sacramen-
to. 
 As part of a deal with 
prosecutors, the people who 
originally showed Rickett how 
to counterfeit money gave 
him up to authorities. Before 
he was arrested, Rickett was 
found passing counterfeit bills 
and was given counterfeiting 
equipment by an undercover 
Secret Service agent so that 
he could produce another 
$100,000 in a hotel room.
 A similar case is pending 
against Rickett in Santa Clara 
County. He must serve 85 
percent of the sentence before 
he is eligible for parole.

— Daniel DeBolt

N E W S B R I E F S



By Daniel DeBolt

A 26-year-old Moun-
tain View man was 
arrested last Wednes-

day evening for a hate crime, 
police say, after he allegedly 
yelled a racial slur at an Afri-
can-American couple and 
proceeded to throw a beer 
container and punches at 
the male 
victim.
 P o l i c e 
respond-
ed to a 911 
call about 
a fight at 
the 1900 
block of 
California 
Street at 7:22 p.m. The two 
victims, a 20-year-old man 
and a 20-year-old woman, 
were standing outside of an 
apartment complex when 
the suspect — Humberto 
Pineda, a resident of the 
apartment complex — drove 
up in a purple van. 
 Police say that Pineda 
jumped out of the van, 
smashed a beer bottle on 
the ground and shouted a 
racial slur at the couple, both 
of whom ran to a friend’s 

door in the complex. Pineda 
allegedly threw a beer can at 
the male victim and missed. 
Police say Pineda punched 
the male victim the face, at 
which point the male vic-
tim fought back in defense. 
Neighbors came out to break 
up the fight and the victim’s 
girlfriend called 911.
 Though police say Pineda 
fled the scene, a patrolling 
officer saw him pull his van 
back into the parking lot 
later that evening at 9:49 
p.m. Pineda was approached 
by the officer and appeared 
to be under the influence of 
alcohol and had a suspended 
driver’s license, police say. 
The victims identified him 
as the suspect and he was 
arrested without incident. 
 Pineda was charged with a 
hate crime, assault with a 
deadly weapon, battery, driv-
ing while under the influ-
ence, driving with a sus-
pended driver’s license and 
violating his probation terms 
for a previous incident of 
driving under the influence. 
He was booked into the 
Santa Clara County Main 
Jail.   V

LocalNews
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Public hearing
Santa Clara Valley Water District

Proposed Ordinance

The Board of Directors of Santa Clara Valley Water District does ORDAIN as follows:

FIRST: This ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 2, Division 10, Section 20200, and following of 
the California Water Code.

SECOND: For each calendar year following the effective date of this ordinance, the current 
compensation of two hundred sixty dollars and three cents ($260.03) per day provided to each District 
Board member for each day’s attendance at Board meetings, or for each day’s service rendered as a 
member of the Board by request of the Board, is increased by an amount equal to five (5) percent, for a 
total of two hundred seventy three dollars and three cents ($273.03), commencing on January 1, 2010.

The increase is in accordance with the California Water Code Section 20202 which authorizes the 
Board to increase compensation up to five (5) percent for each calendar year following the last 
increase adopted by ordinance. The last increase adopted by Ordinance 08-02 for calendar year 2009 
represented an amount equal to ten (10) percent over the 2007 compensation, five (5) percent for 2008 
calendar year and five (5) percent for 2009 calendar year.

THIRD: This ordinance shall not be deemed to authorize compensation for more than a total of ten (10) 
days in any calendar month.

FOURTH: This ordinance shall become effective not less than 60 days from the date of its final passage, 
which final passage must follow a public hearing thereon.

Reasonable efforts will be made to accomodate persons with disabilities wishing to attend this public 
hearing. For additional information on attending this hearing including requesting accommodations for 
disabilities or interpreter assistance, please contact the
Office of the Clerk of the Board
at (408) 265-2607, ext. 2277,
at least three days prior to the hearing.

You are invited

Topic:

Who:

What:

When:

Place:

Proposed Ordinance providing for increase in Compensation of Directors
of Santa Clara Valley Water District

Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Board Compensation

October 13, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

Santa Clara Valley Water District Board Room
5700 Almaden Expressway
San Jose, CA 95118

9/2009_SS

taken place. Police officers and a 
bystander assisted in giving the 
victim CPR until paramedics 
arrived. He was taken to the hospi-
tal and treated for life-threatening 
wounds. Wylie said he is still in 
the hospital and is expected to live, 
though she did not know his cur-
rent condition.
 An officer with a K-9 searched 
the area and found Guerrero hid-
ing in some bushes nearby, Wylie 
said. The dog found two knives in 
the area, and police believe one of 
them was the weapon used in the 
stabbing.
 “There were numerous peo-
ple who were able to identify 

the suspect as the person who 
stabbed the victim,” Wylie said. 
“He was arrested and booked in 
for attempted homicide and a gang 
enhancement.”
 Wylie described it as an open-
and-shut case: “We don’t believe 
there was anyone else involved; it 
was one suspect doing the stab-
bing.”
 This is the second major crime to 
occur at the theater complex in the 
last two weeks. On Sept. 24, two 
women were robbed at gunpoint, 
and one of them was zapped with 
a Taser. Wylie said that despite the 
recent activity, the Century 16 
cinemas are a generally safe place. 
But she said it is likely that patrol 
officers will making more frequent 
checks in the theater lot in the near 
future.  V

STABBING
  Continued from page 5

Humberto Pineda

Mountain View man 
arrested for alleged 

hate crime

T H ESPEAKING UP 
SINCE 1992
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International School of the Peninsula

French and Chinese Language Immersion

th grade

   required

LOCAL SAT SCORES 
BEAT STATE, NATIONAL 
AVERAGE
 College-bound seniors at 
Mountain View and Los Altos 
high schools continue to outper-
form their California peers in 
the SAT Reasoning Exam. The 
results of the 2008-09 exam were 
released earlier this month.

 Seniors at both high schools 
posted above-average marks, 
with Los Altos students scoring 
587 in critical reading, 620 in 
math and 598 in writing for a 
total of 1805. Mountain View 
students scored 583, 619 and 589 
in the same subjects, respectively, 
for a total of 1791. A total of 2400 
is possible.
 Statewide, students averaged 

a score of 1511, and nationwide 
they averaged 1509.
 “We are proud of our students’ 
achievement,” said Brigitte Sar-
raf, associate superintendent, in 
a press release. “Over the years 
we have seen growth in perfor-
mance on virtually all academic 
indicators.

— Kelsey Mesher 

■  E D U C AT I O N B R I E F S

Please Contact:
Linda Waud, Psy.D

650-691-2434
linda.waud@mvla.net

You can make a difference ...

...by being a mentor or tutor for the Los 
Altos and Mounntain View schools and 
Child Advocates in Silicon Valley.

Student quotes:

“She understands me and looks out 
for me. I love my mentor.”

“I’ve known my mentor for awhile 
and he is like a second Dad.”

We need more volunteer tutors and 
mentors to assist our community’’s 
children. Our motto is: “You‘re only 
young once but you can make a 
difference forever.” Please help us  
make a difference by volunteering today.

fruit. 
 The woman, who wished to be 
anonymous, filed a police report 
in which she estimated the damage 
and the fruit to be worth $400. 
 “Apparently there’s some kind 
of underground persimmon mar-
ket,” she said. “Persimmons are 
particularly attractive to some 
people. I’m mad about it for vari-
ous reasons.” 
 Many neighbors say they are 
afraid that the thieves will become 
emboldened if left unchecked. 
 Bush Street resident Anne Urban 
remembers walking out her front 
door one afternoon last fall to see a 
man in her persimmon tree in her 
front yard. “I yelled at him,” Urban 
said. “The annoying part was that 
he laughed. He didn’t run away fast 
until I started chasing him.”
 Noam Livnat, leader of the Old 
Mountain View Neighborhood 
Association, wrote about the “fruit 
thieves in our midst” in the asso-
ciation’s September newsletter. 
Livnat said he’d caught a woman 
red-handed up in his fruit tree and 
had seen his neighbors chase some 

fruit thieves down his street. 
 “I’m concerned that those who 
drive here to steal fruit from front 
yards will move to stealing from 
back yards or from houses,” Livnat 
wrote. “I haven’t been worried 
about crime in the neighborhood 
and I’m not sure I am now, but I’m 
not as sanguine about it anymore.” 
 In the newsletter, Livnat said that 
chasing the thieves from the neigh-
borhood was “the neighborly thing 
to do.” 
 “I think it’s appropriate to chase 
them away,” Karney agreed, add-
ing that it might also be a good 
idea to “take their photographs, 
get license plate numbers and file 
a police report.”
 In an e-mail, police spokesper-
son Liz Wylie said that “the best 
course of action” is for homeown-
ers to “call us as the picking is 
occurring so that we can do some-
thing about it.” She said the fruit 
thieves may not be aware that what 
they are doing is not OK with the 
homeowner, and suggested that 
people put up signs with messages 
to the effect of “Please don’t pick 
my fruit.”
 “If we caught somebody in the 
act, we would likely give them 
a warning, depending on the 

circumstances,” Wylie said. “If 
somebody were to be arrested and 
it’s under $50 worth (of fruit), the 
DA’s office would prosecute it as 
an infraction, not a misdemeanor” 
— and that’s if they chose to pros-
ecute it at all. 
 Downtown neighbor Eugene 
Cordero had a different take on the 
situation.
 “It’s been my observation that 
there is more fruit rotting in our 
front yards than fruit picked by 
unwelcome guests,” he wrote on 
the neighborhood e-mail list. “The 
real issue is the expanding divide 
between rich and poor. If people 
were not in such challenging times, 
they wouldn’t resort to stealing 
food to feed their families.” 
 The situation “illustrates an 
unwillingness to imagine what it’s 
like to live on the other side of the 
street.”
 A local volunteer organization 
called Village Harvest will pick 
residents’ fruit trees and donate the 
fruit to local food agencies. To 
learn more, visit www.villagehar-
vest.org, call (888) fruit-411 or 
write info@villageharvest.org. V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

FRUIT
  Continued from page 1

JAMES TENSUAN

THE DAVINCI MODE:
Terry Christiansen watches a demonstration of the DaVinci surgical robot during a ribbon-cutting event 
last Saturday at El Camino Hospital’s new facility on Grant Road. 



ing this boundary,” she said. “And 
if we do move the boundary I’d like 
to see us do something to help those 
kids.”

Home schooling
 At an earlier session, a proposal 
was made to eliminate the district’s 
$150,000 independent study pro-
gram (ISP), which currently serves 
50 students, only 15 of whom live 
within district boundaries. Craig 
Goldman, chief financial officer for 
the district, said if the cut was even-
tually made, there are alternatives 

for families that want to continue 
home schooling.
 Judy Zellers, whose daughter tried 
out both middle schools before opt-
ing to do ISP, told board members 
that the program provides an 
important service for students who 
don’t thrive in traditional public 
school settings.
 “The ISP program could easily fill 
with families from the district if it 
were publicized within the district,” 
she said, adding that for the past few 
years the program has been at full 
capacity just by word of mouth. 
 Zellers told the Voice that if the 
program is cut, she may try to 
find an alternative home school 
program for her daughter. But she 

noted that “cost is an issue” — the 
program provides parents with 
textbooks free of charge —and that 
she would lose out on the guidance 
provided by ISP resource teachers.

Bus routes, PI
 Also on the agenda at Thursday’s 
meeting was the topic of transpor-
tation. The proposed plan includes 
eliminating morning pick-ups at all 
schools except Castro. Other home-
to-school stops that would be spared 
include Creekside Park, Space Park 
Way and Whisman Park.
 “The idea would be ... that none of 
the schools other than Castro would 
have a pick-up,” Goldman said. 
 He added that right now buses 

running from Castro to other 
district schools are usually very 
full, but buses that make morning 
pick-ups at most other schools are 
almost empty.
 Goldman said the previous policy 
was to create a stop for any student 
who filled out a bus application. 
Currently, he told trustees, there are 
buses making stops for only one or 
two students, and that is simply not 
efficient.
 A related consideration in mak-
ing the changes is Monta Loma and 
Theuerkauf’s Program Improve-
ment (PI) status under the federal 
government’s No Child Left Behind 
act. Because students at PI schools 
have the option of transferring 
to another school, the district is 
required to provide free transporta-
tion to those who request it.
 It remains to be seen if any par-
ents will elect to move their children 
from these schools, though one 
Theuerkauf parent at the meeting 
said he didn’t believe there would be 
any sort of exodus due to PI status.
 “In the five years I’ve been a par-
ent (at Theuerkauf) I think the 
school has improved dramatically,” 
he told trustees. “I don’t see that any 
parents are upset about this or have 
any plans to leave the school.” 

Class size
 In terms of class size, Goldman 
told trustees that the current pro-

posal would allow up to 25 students 
in K-3 classes if necessary. This 
would give the district flexibility 
in utilizing its facilities while still 
allowing it to receive special fund-
ing from the state based on class size 
reduction.
 Due to growing enrollment, the 
district wants to provide its most 
crowded schools — those with 
more than 600 students — with 
an additional staff member to 
help with administrative duties. 
Goldman said the person would 
not necessarily have to be someone 
credentialed in administration. 
The school currently closest to that 
mark is Bubb, with 562 students.
 While policies are revised every 
year, the district’s new Basic Aid 
status — where funding is based 
largely on property taxes regardless 
of the number of students — puts 
this year’s exercise in uncharted 
territory. Rising enrollment num-
bers will mean less money per stu-
dent under the Basic Aid funding 
model.
 Trickier still, administrators say, 
in an unstable economic climate 
the district may be drifting in and 
out of Basic Aid and Revenue Limit 
status in the coming years.
 Administrators will make revi-
sions to the proposals based on 
Thursday’s meeting and present 
them at the next board meeting on 
Thursday, Oct. 15. V
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Boundary Changes for 2011-2012

The Wonder Years Preschool - Serving the Bay Area for 21 years
Opening our new site in Mountain View

462 Stierlin Road, Mountain View | 650.963.9666 | www.thewonderyearspreschool.net

Come to Our Open House on Sun., Oct. 11 from 2-5pm

Want an exciting career in creating the digital television experiences of tomorrow?
    
OpenTV is looking for talented and motivated individuals to help us build the foundation for next generation television and contribute to the success of our 
worldwide customers. We are currently recruiting for the following skill-sets in either our Mountain View or San Francisco office:

Be a part of “What’s NEXT in Television”! 

To apply, please visit our Web site at www.opentv.com
Follow us on twitter @opentvjobs

• Embedded Software Developers
• Integration Engineers
• Software Development & QA Engineers 

• Project Managers
• Oracle DBA
• Network Engineer

ENROLLMENT
  Continued from page 1



falling over in an earthquake due 
to their “soft story” design. 
 The proposed housing element 
doesn’t present very many “new 
ways of doing things,” said council 
member Mike Kasperzak, who 
believes the city’s numerous aging 
apartment buildings present an 
opportunity for new development.
 There was at least one new way 
of doing things presented in the 
draft housing element: require less 
parking for housing near transit. 
According to the Greenbelt Alli-
ance, Mountain View requires 
more parking on average than other 
Bay Area cities, and less parking 
would leave more room for homes 
and discourage people from using 
cars. 
 The Environmental Planning 
Commission objected to the pro-
posal, however, citing impacts 

on surrounding neighborhoods. 
Council member Jac Siegel agreed 
with the commission, others did 
not.
 “We do need to look at park-
ing requirements,” said council 
member John Inks. “Our parking 

requirements are a little higher than 
surrounding cities.”
 “I’m all for reducing free park-
ing,” said council member Tom 
Means. Too many people, he said, 

“fill up their garages and driveways 
and park on the street.”
 To meet its “fair share” of the 
county’s unmet housing needs, the 
Association of Bay Area Govern-
ments has calculated that Mountain 
View needs to accommodate — 
perhaps through zoning — another 
2,123 housing units by 2014, includ-
ing 467 very low income units. 
 But that goal may be difficult to 
achieve in a slow housing market: 
Permits for only 99 units were 
approved last year, while 377 units 
were permitted in 2007.
 In a letter to the city, the League 
of Women Voters said the city had 
a poor track record in meeting its 
ABAG requirements for building 
new low income housing. To help 
address that problem, it has been 
proposed that the city try to build 
150 affordable housing units per 
year. 
 Several council members also 
supported removing a cap on the 
number of “efficiency studios” that 
can be built. Currently the city has 
118 of the small apartments at San 
Antonio Place, and only 62 more 
can be built. 
 Kasperzak said the city needed to 
talk with developers about how the 
city could realistically build that 
many affordable housing units.
 “I’m sure you don’t enjoy it when 
neighbors complain about afford-
able housing,” said Roy Hayter of 
Advocates for Affordable Housing. 
Nonetheless, he said, building more 
of it “is the right thing for this group 
to be doing.”
 Council member Laura Macias 
suggested a cap on annual housing 
production and a “beauty pageant” 
similar to Morgan Hill’s in which 
the best projects are selected and 
built. She asked Alejandrino, “Have 
you ever seen a city say, ‘We’re only 
going to accept affordable hous-
ing?’”
 “I think the state would see that 
as a major constraint on housing,” 
Alejandrino said. “I doubt you 
would get a (state) certified housing 
element that way.”
 Macias took issue with the terms 
“affordable housing” and “subsi-
dized housing” because the words 
have a negative connotation. City 
staff suggested “assisted housing” 
or “rent restricted” housing. Audi-
ence members were overheard 
commenting that changing the 
name wasn’t good for government 
transparency.
 Council member Ronit Bryant 
said she wanted the city to encour-
age mixed-use development, with 
retail shops below housing. In Gen-
eral Plan hearings, “People have 
been telling us again and again, 
we want more mixed-use develop-
ment,” Bryant said.
 While some say the city’s zoning 
doesn’t encourage mixed-use, plan-
ning director Randy Tsuda said the 
real constraint was a lack of appro-
priately sized lots on El Camino 
Real and elsewhere. V
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121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR COMPUTER  
SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. WE DO BUSINESS 
THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

SAFE FROM STATE & FEDER AL INTRUSION

log off and eat!
3-courses for only $35 

at more than 
85 fi ne restaurants

Sponsored by:

   Silicon Valley
Restaurant Week

Oct 14-21

Visit SiliconValleyRestaurantWeek.com
for participating restaurants

SAVINGS AUTO CARE
461 W. El Camino Real Mtn View 

(from Palo Alto on El Camino, 2 blks. S. of Castro) 

SAVINGS AUTO CARE
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

BRAKE SPECIAL A/C CHECK TRANSMISSION SERVICE

SMOG CHECK TIMING BELT SPECIAL
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up to 4 qts

per wheel

4 cyl. + parts
Most Cars

Most Cars
Most Cars Most Cars

Most Cars

Most Cars. Some ‘95 
& older cars may cost 
more.

$1495

$30

$2675

$2895 $3995

$120
+EPA

+Parts

+transaction fee + $8.25 cert.

We also have custom A/C hoses Up to 4 qts (filter & gasket extra)

+Tax on  
all parts

*with 
DMV 
bar code 
only

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

OPEN  
SAT!

COUNCIL
  Continued from page 5

“I’m all for reducing 
free parking. (Too 

many people) fill up 
their garages and 

driveways and park 
on the street.”

TOM MEANS

THE ECONOMY  
MAY BE IN BAD SHAPE,  

BUT YOU  
DON’T HAVE TO BE.

650.944.8555    1625 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View

WHAT WE OFFER!
  Fitness Evaluations
  Personal Training 
  Yoga
  Circuit Training

  Pilates  
  Cardio Box
  Spin
  TRX Training & much more!



tion most Americans pay to 
food, eating and body image, 
whether it’s getting together 
around the dinner table or 
trying to lose weight 
 Since the book’s release 
last month, Sheila said she’s 
heard from families all over 
the country.
 “It’s been gratifying, the 
reaction,” she said.
 The decision to write 

“Hungry” came after over-
whelming response to a Mer-
cury News cover story on 
the family’s battle with the 
eating disorder. Still, it wasn’t 
an easy decision to make.
 “As a journalist you don’t 
write about yourself. Your 
voice is in it, but you’re 
not the story,” Sheila said. 
However, “At some point we 
just kind of got over that”— 
though in retrospect there 
are some things in the book 
she might have omitted. 
 It would be difficult for 
any parent to talk about the 
issues “Hungry” brings up. 
Besides the gruesome details 
of Lisa’s fight with anorex-
ia and bulimia, the book 
touches on tough themes like 
gender and the generation 
gap. It also seeks to elaborate 
on the more well-known 
complexities families deal 
with, such as sibling rivalry 
and the mother-daughter 
relationship.
 These subjects may be 
even more pronounced in 
Silicon Valley, with its fast-
paced, success-obsessed cul-
ture and, as Sheila put it, a 
“fetishization of food” in the 
Bay Area. 
 But the book succeeds 
because the Himmels are so 
candid about their journey, 

and in the end, Sheila said, it 
was therapeutic to write.
 “I think it helped both of 
us in the same way, in that 
it helped us figure out what 
happened,” she said. “We 
had to keep looking at it; we 
couldn’t just say, ‘OK that’s 
over and let’s move on.’”
 “It’s like writing anything. 
It helps you figure out how 
you feel or how you think. 
 For now, Sheila said, Lisa is 
recovering, not recovered. 
 “You can totally recover 
from eating disorders — it 
takes years. She’s just in that 

process now, but she’s been 
exercising and eating really 
well.”
 In the end, she added, 
her relationship to food has 
grown stronger.
 “In a funny way it’s made 
me appreciate it more, 
because I see now it can be 
such a source of struggle,” 
Sheila explained. “It’s more 
important to me than ever 
that we just eat well and 
enjoy it. And everybody can 
do that. We all have our 
excuses, but everybody can 
pick good food and eat in 
moderation and get a little 
exercise.” V

E-mail Kelsey Mesher at 
kmesher@mv-voice.com
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Explore the YMCA. Experience the difference. Expect results.

Convenient locations in Mountain View,  
Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, and Redwood City.  

30-day money back guarantee. No contract.

Financial assistance available

It’s time to focus on you.
Whether you want to shed pounds, tone your 
muscles, or improve your overall health, the YMCA 
can provide the support you need to get—and 
stay—active. 

Explore the YMCA and experience the difference. 
For a FREE one-week trial for you and a friend, visit:

www.MyYMCAworkout.com

Redeem  your trial by  Nov. 1, 2009

Introducing

Stay current on your local weekly news & community activities

Sign up today at—  MountainViewOnline.com

HUNGRY
  Continued from page 5

It would be difficult for any parent
 to talk about the issues

 “Hungry” brings up.

What: Sheila and Lisa Himmel 
discuss their book, “Hungry: 
A Mother and Daughter Fight 
Anorexia”

Where: City of Mountain View 
Public Library, 585 Franklin St.

When: Wednesday, Oct. 21 
at 7 p.m.

Cost: Free

Info: Call (650) 903 6337

I N F O R M AT I O N

MOUNTAINVIEW?LIVING IN

IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THE

CALL 650.964.6300
FREE OF CHARGE



of Highway 85 in Mountain View. 
But west of Highway 85 there are 
several possibilities for the Cas-
tro Street and Rengstorff Avenue 
rail crossings. The tracks could 
either continue at grade above a 
depressed street, under the street 
in a tunnel or ditch, or above the 
street on either a raised berm or 
an aerial platform. Bryant said 
there could also be a raised berm 
and a slightly depressed street, 
similar to what has been done in 
San Carlos for Caltrain. 
 It appears that an aerial plat-
form is unlikely because of the 
existing Shoreline Boulevard 
overpass. The City Council has 
expressed its preference for a 
trench or tunnel at Castro Street. 
Meanwhile, city staffers have 
advised against a tunnel or 
trench at Rengstorff Avenue, 
because Permanente Creek is just 

to the west, and instead favor a 
design with tracks at grade and 
Rengstorff underneath. 
 The line could transition from 
below ground to above grade 
from section to section, though 
engineers hope to keep the tracks 
as level as possible to allow trains 
to move at a consistent speed.
 “We don’t want a rollercoaster,” 
said project engineer Timothy 
Cobb.
 As a next step, rail officials 
will compare design options 
using evaluative measures such 
as construction feasibility and 
neighborhood impacts, which 
will be published in a draft 
“Alternatives Analysis” report in 
December. The Rail Authority 
is scheduled to select the actual 
track alignment in early 2011, 
and construction of the $40 bil-
lion segment could start in late 
2012. 
 Some cities along the corri-
dor received only one proposed 
alignment and would not have 

their track elevation altered. 
Those sections include: rail-
roads from Bayshore to South 
San Francisco Caltrain stations; 
San Bruno; Belmont to San Car-
los; and southern Sunnyvale to 
northern Santa Clara.
 The authority will conduct 

two more Alternative Analysis 
workshops. One is Oct. 9 at 6 
p.m. at the Sunnyvale Recreation 
Center, 550 E. Remington Drive, 
Sunnyvale; the other is Oct. 13 
at 6 p.m. at the Milton Marks 
Conference Center, 455 Golden 
Gate Ave., San Francisco.

 The alternatives also will be 
posted under the “Library” tab at 
www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov. V

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at  
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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Please support these local businesses!

WOW*
WE WON!

Paid Advertisement

2009 2009
RUNNER-UP

YEAH!WE’RE THE BEST!

THE BEST OF THE BEST 2009
A N D  T H E  W I N N E R S  A R E . . .

 SERVICE
  Auto Care

DEAN’S AUTOMOTIVE
2037 Old Middlefi eld Way

Mountain View, CA
650-961-0302

  Auto Body Repair
C&C BODY SHOP

251 Moffett Blvd.
Mountain View, CA

650-964-3119

  Dentist
ALLURE DENTAL CENTER

570 N Shoreline Blvd 
Mountain View, CA   

650-988-9998 

  Fitness Club
YMCA OF THE MID PENINSULA – 

EL CAMINO
2400 Grant Rd

Mountain View, CA
650-969-9622

  Fitness Program
OVERTIME FITNESS
1625 N. Shoreline Blvd

Mountain View, CA
650-944-8555

  Green Business
HARRELL REMODELING

2450 Charleston Rd
Mountain View, CA

650-230-2900

  Hair Salon
ALLURE SALON 

888 Villa St
Mountain View, CA

650-938-8777

  Hotel
HOTEL AVANTE 

860 E. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA
1-800-538-1600

  Nails/Manicure
LA MONIQUE’S NAIL SALON

650 Castro St
Mountain View, CA

650-265-1911

  Pet Care
ALTA VIEW ANIMAL HOSPITAL

690 Showers Drive
Mountain View, CA

650-948-1021

  Remodeling/
Construction

HARRELL REMODELING
1954 Old Middlefi eld Way

Mountain View, CA
650-230-2900

  Yoga Studio
EAST WEST BOOKSHOP

324 Castro St
Mountain View, CA

650-988-9800

  Store for Unusual Gifts
EAST WEST BOOKSHOP 

324 Castro St
Mountain View, CA

650-988-9800

FOOD & DRINK
  BBQ

ARMADILLO WILLY’S
1031 N. San Antonio Rd

Mountain View, CA
650-941-2922

  Burrito
LA COSTENA CUSTOM BURRITOS

2078 Old Middlefi eld Way
Mountain View, CA

650-967-4969

  Ice Cream/
Frozen Yogurt
GELATO CLASSICO

241-B Castro St
Mountain View, CA

650-969-2900

  Place to Buy 
Fresh Produce
MOUNTAIN VIEW 

FARMER’S MARKET 
Mountain View, CA

Every Sunday

  Take-Out
LA COSTENA CUSTOM BURRITO

2078 Old Middlefi ed Way
Mountain View, CA

650-967-4969

RESTAURANTS
  Chinese Restaurant

CHEF CHU’S
1067 N. San Antonio Rd

Mountain View, CA
650-948-2696

  Coffee House 
(independent)

DANA STREET 
ROASTING COMPANY

744 W. Dana St
Mountain View, CA

650-390-9638

  Thai Restaurant
AMARIN THAI

174 Castro St
Mountain View, CA

650-988-9323

FUN STUFF
  Live Entertainment

DANA STREET 
ROASTING COMPANY

744 W. Dana St
Mountain View, CA

650-390-9638

Hangar One.” 
 The Navy is responsible for toxic 
cleanup of Hangar One’s asbestos- 
and PCB-laden siding, while NASA 
Ames is the owner of the property 
and would like to see the structure 
re-used. 
 The two agencies asked the White 
House Office of Management and 
Budget to make a decision on how 
the hangar should be restored 
after negotiations broke down over 
funding for the restoration project, 
which could cost over $15 million.
 Two weeks ago the Navy made 
a surprise announcement that it 
was awarding a contract to remove 
the siding regardless of the OMB’s 
decision, a move which drew criti-
cism from Eshoo as well as from the 
city of Mountain View, the Moffett 
Field Restoration Advisory Board 
and local preservationists. Their 
concern is that leaving Hangar 
One as a bare skeleton would cause 
irreversible corrosion damage to its 
steel frame. 
 Mabus said de-skinning the 
Hangar wouldn’t begin for at least 
six months.
 “We are sensitive to the desires of 
the city and recognize the historic 
significance of Hangar One to the 
local area,” he wrote.
 “I’m extremely pleased with the 
Secretary’s letter,” Eshoo stated in 
a press release. “Our conversations 
have been very productive and I’m 
pleased that he is committed to 
a remediation plan that supports 
future plans for Hangar One.”
 “It is clear that the Secretary will 
not allow any siding to come down 
until the Office of Management 
and Budget has issued a decision,” 
she said. V

HANGAR ONE
  Continued from page 1

HSR
  Continued from page 5

COURTESY THE HSR AUTHORITY

This map shows the proposed stops for High Speed Rail along the Peninsula.
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■  S TA F F

■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
P.O. Box 405
Mountain View, CA 94042-0405

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300

ROSEMARY STASEK 
WAS EASY TO LOVE

Editor:
 I first got to know Rosie when I 
was a staff writer at the Mountain 
View Voice about 10 years ago 
and she was on the City Council. 
As a city official, she struck me as 
gregarious, approachable, whip 
smart, an unapologetic feminist, 
and committed to creating com-
munity in her adoptive home 
town of Mountain View. Her 
votes on issues were not always 
predictable, but were always well-
reasoned.
 After I left the Voice we became 
good friends, and my husband, 
Matthew Walker, and I were 
married by Rosie on our roof-
top patio overlooking the Hope 
Street parking lots. I remember 
her joking that being the mayor 
that year did not earn her the 
privilege of skipping the long 
line at the county clerk’s office, 
when she applied to become our 
officiant. I also remember Rosie 
toasting us with a tequila shot at 
our wedding dinner at Fiesta Del 
Mar Too.
 I know she found much ful-
fillment in Afghanistan, and in 
Mountain View, and I’ll miss her 
so much. Here’s to Rosie!

Karen Lee Willemsen
Seattle, Washington

MORE THOUGHTS ON 
AN ENTRYWAY ARCH
Editor:
 For several years now I have 
had a vision for some type of 

arch that would distinguish the 
entry into downtown Mountain 
View. It would cross Castro Street 
on the Evelyn Avenue side of the 
train tracks.
 So you can imagine my inter-
est in the guest opinion by Allen 
Price, “If not Eiffel, why not a 
Castro Tower?” that appeared in 
last week’s paper. That story stated 
how great cities often have impor-
tant landmarks that are both an 
expression of the city spirit and 
a visual compass for its people. 
Those are my sentiments exactly.
 Last year while visiting Ana-
cortes, Wash., I enjoyed an arch 
that wonderfully reflects the 
spirit of that town. Not only does 
the arch provide a visual entry to 
the downtown but it is further 
enhanced by the flowers, bushes 
and hanging baskets that adorn 
it. The effect truly captures the 
city spirit by illustrating how a 
portion of the work was paid for 
by donations — indicated by row 
after row of red bricks in the side-
walk inscribed with the names 
of individuals, families and busi-
nesses who contributed money to 
the project.
 Price suggested a tower with a 
viewing platform. What a won-
derful idea. What if Mountain 
View were to build a landmark 
that encompasses an arch with a 
viewing platform? It might even 
go beyond that to include some or 
all of the other stunning features 
suggested by Mr. Price.

Chuck Henderson
Aldean Avenue

Even though her life was cruelly cut short on Sept. 24, 
former City Council member Rosemary Stasak accom-
plished more during her few years in Mountain View 

and Kabul, Afghanistan than most of us do in a lifetime.
 She was a courageous council member who dedicated herself 
to getting the complex and unpopular measures passed, rather 
than skate by on the easy issues. For example, she worked tirelessly 
to develop an ordinance to preserve the city’s historic buildings. 
Although that effort was not successful, she did convince her col-
leagues to extend benefits to domestic partners of city workers, and 
to hire the first female firefighters.
 As one friend told the Voice, “She was not a friend to anyone who 
discriminated. She stuck to her principles even if it hurt her politi-
cally and financially.”
 Stasek was considered a hip council member — she wore a stud 
in her nose and enjoyed the night life in San Francisco — and was 
called a “rebel with a cause.” She was also a brilliant politician and 
strategist “who found solutions where there seemed to be none,” 
said council member Laura Macias, a longtime friend.
 After her two council terms, which ended in 2004, Stasak made 
an unsuccessful run for a state Assembly seat, taking on her former 
colleague Sally Lieber, who won the race. After that Stasak looked 
for other challenges and wound up moving to Kabul in 2005 (she 
had previously visited Afghanistan on vacation). 
 There she saw an opportunity to improve the lives of the thou-
sands of women smothered by the repressive Taliban regime. Her 
first effort, which she wrote about in dispatches published in the 
Voice, centered around the Kabul Beauty School, an institution 
that gave young women the skills they needed to start their own 
beauty salons, thereby earning their own income.
 In Kabul, Stasak refused to bow to the prevailing culture of 
men keeping women out of public life and the business com-
munity. She was one of the few women in Kabul to drive a 
car, which she said drew intimidating verbal comments from 
men an average of six times a day. But she did not take these 
affronts lying down. At one point, for instance, she collected a 
debt owed to her while carrying a Kalashnikov rifle.
 After her stint at the beauty school, Stasak used her new-
found fundraising and networking skills to bring aid to 
maternity hospitals and improve terrible conditions in a 
women’s prison, which housed many young women who had 
run away from arranged marriages.
 Despite her absence of nearly four years, Rosemary Stasak 
had many good friends in Mountain View who recognized 
her incredible energy and ability to improve the lives of those 
around her. Although her unexpected death was a huge loss 
to those who knew her in Afghanistan as well as in Mountain 
View, all of us will remember her work to fight discrimina-
tion at every turn, and to never let up. That is how she would 
want to be remembered.

Energetic Stasak 
got things done

■ EDITORIAL
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■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
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V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

  See LETTERS, page 14
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A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 6596 

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 10:50 a.m. 
Sabbath School, 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 a.m. 
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View Office Hours 9-1 Tues - Fri 

650-967-2189

Los Altos Union 
Presbyterian Church

858 University Ave 650-948-4361
WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University

off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

8:00 am Worship and buffet breakfast

9:30 am Worship and buffet breakfast

9:30 am Sunday school adults 
 and children

11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary, 

Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us. 

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s
Biblically based Sermons and

Worship Service 10:30 AM

Open Daily
8am - 7pm

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

650-948-0881
Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

Effective
10/7/09 thru 10/13/09

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

ORGANIC SPECIALSTOMATOES

SWEET PEPPERS

LOCAL
RED OR
GREEN

SWISS CHARD

SEEDLESS

GRAPES
HEIRLOOM

TOMATOES

ARTICHOKES

LB.

LOCAL
SWEET
AND
TASTY

STRAWBERRIES
BUN. 299¢

$399

LOCAL
GROWN
VERY
TASTY

99¢COAST GROWN
LARGE 30 SIZE
TENDER AND
VERY MEATY

LOCAL GROWN
RED BELLS
VERY SWEET
LARGE SIZE

$199

 
LB.

LOCAL BUNCH 
BROCCOLI BUN.

LB.

$5001# 
PKG
FOR

$3004 F
O
R

$199 
LB.

GRAPES
VERY
VERY
SWEET

 
LB.

NATURAL SEEDLESS COMICE 
PEARS
VERY
SWEET
JUICY 99¢ 

LB.

$299
$169

Get your news 
delivered in a new 
weekday e-news 
digest!

Stay current on your local weekly news & community activities

Sign up today at—  MountainViewOnline.com

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

NO SIDEWALKS IN 
SAN ANTONIO PLAN?

Editor:
 I’ve been following the proposals 
for the new San Antonio shopping 
plaza with great interest. What I 
find odd is that none of these plans 
include any serious discussion of 
pedestrian access. 
 Even a recent San Jose Mer-
cury News article, which featured a 
promising-sounding “Main Street,” 
highlighted angled parking spaces 
instead of a pedestrian sidewalk. 
This seems incredibly out of place 
amidst all the discussions of “green 
cities” and “carbon footprints” and 
“food miles.”
 It’s doubly disappointing con-
sidering that the current shopping 
plaza is one of the most unfriendly 
pedestrian areas around. I’m actu-
ally coming to the conclusion that 
it’s impossible to walk across the 
plaza (Walmart to Milk Pail, for 
instance) while staying on side-
walks and marked crossings at all 
times. And to go from the restau-
rants to Target without jaywalking 
requires a substantial detour to the 
crosswalk either at California or 
by Walmart. Even the best inten-
tioned shopper can end up driving 

between stores when it’s so unpleas-
ant to walk.
 What are we teaching our children 
when we preach to them about envi-
ronmental sustainability but drive 
our cars 100 feet between stores? 
Being green doesn’t always mean 
fancy (and expensive) technology 
— sometimes it just means leaving 
a human-sized footprint instead of 
an SUV-sized one. I can only hope 
that the eventual design of the new 
plaza takes this into account.

Birgit Werner
Mountain View Avenue

THROW OUT NCLB

Editor: 
 I agree with your Sept. 25 edito-
rial that the No Child Left Behind 
act should be canceled, since it 
sets unrealistic goals for many 
K-12 schools (“The NCLB hockey 
stick”).
 In fact, I think that the Depart-
ment of Education should be closed. 
The U.S. Constitution does not 
show that the federal government 
has any place in the K-12 educa-
tion of children, which is left to the 
states and the parents. If we did not 
have to pay all those bureaucrats in 
Washington, local schools would 
have more money to teach with and 
fewer forms to fill out. 

Charlie Larson
Sylvan Avenue

LETTERS
  Continued from page 13
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Weekend
MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE ■ RESTAURANT REVIEW

■ MOVIE TIMES

■ BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

By Dale F. Bentson

If you’re looking for trendy 
Mediterranean cuisine, skip 
Osteria. If you want a dimly 

lit, romantic Italian ristorante, 
forget Osteria. If you hanker for 
four-star Euro elegance, pass 
right on by Osteria.
 But if you’re seeking good 
quality, old fashioned Italian fare 
at reasonable prices, Osteria in 
downtown Palo Alto is the place 
for you. The restaurant’s decor 
reminds me of dozens of places 
found in North Beach three or 
four decades ago. It’s stylishly 
nondescript, in a comforting sort 

of way.
 Large but unimposing Expres-
sionist art decorates the walls; 
tables have linens but there are 
no candles; and tiny vases hold 
plastic flowers. The background 
music is eclectic: Elvis during 
one visit, New Orleans jazz on 
another. 
 The food is reassuring. All the 
old standards play well here: lots 
of generously portioned pasta 
dishes, tender veal offerings, 
fresh fish, daily specials, creamy 
desserts, and a wine list that 
pleases the wallet. 
 “We have two chefs in the 

Comfort food 
for our times

IN THIS ECONOMY, THE WELL-PRICED ITALIAN MEALS 
AT OSTERIA IN PALO ALTO CAN BE JUST THE THING

■ R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

VERONICA WEBER

The Piccata Di Vitello con Limone & Capperi at Osteria features veal in a lemon and butter sauce and served 
with steamed veggies.

  See OSTERIA, page 16

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Pizzeria Venti

Preparation:
In a large saucepan over medium heat, sauté the garlic and pepper fl akes in 
the olive oil until the garlic is slightly golden, about 2 minutes. Using a slotted 
spoon, remove the garlic. Add the squid and cook and stir until opaque, about 
2 minutes. Add the wine and simmer for 1 minute longer. Add the tomatoes, 
parsley, and salt and cook until the juices evaporate, about 10 minutes longer. 

Add the water and bring to a simmer. Add the clams (discard any that do not 
close to the touch) and fi sh, cover, and cook until all the clams open and the 
fi sh is opaque throughout, about 5 minutes. Discard any clams that failed to 
open. Adjust the seasonings. 

Place a bread slice in each warmed soup plate. Ladle the soup over the bread 
and serve. 

Zuppe di Pesce
(Fish soup)

(about 1 lb when cleaned) 

seeded, and chopped 

fl at-leaf Italian parsley 

30 minutes and well scrubbed 

whiting, monkfi sh, porgy bream, red snapper, 
and sea bass, cut into chunks

one side with a garlic clove 

From our kitchen to yours. 
Buon appetito! 
Chef Marco, Venti’s Chef

All coastal regions of Italy serve some version of this dish. In the north it 
is Burrida alla Genovese, in Tuscany it’s Cacciucco Livornese and along 
the Amalfi  coast it’s Zuppe di Pesce. The American dish Cioppino gets its 
beginning from these dishes. No matter the myriad of names and recipe 
variations, this dish holds an honored and storied place in Italian cooking.

now accepting reservations 

for your holiday party!

catering available!
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■  D I N I N G N O T E S

 Reservations 
 Credit Cards 
 Alcohol 
 Takeout 
 Highchairs 
 Banquet 
 Catering 
 Outdoor Seating 
 Noise Level moderate

 Bathroom Cleanliness excellent

 Parking lots

Osteria
247 Hamilton Ave., 
Palo Alto
(650) 328-5700

Hours:
Lunch: Weekdays 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Dinner: Mon.-Sat. 5-10 p.m.

790 Castro Street
Mountain View

(1 block from El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

THE BEST
PIZZA WEST OF 

NEW YORK
—Ralph Barbieri KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

SINCE 1945
CHARCOAL BROILER

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner
Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real

(650) 967-0851

Voted “Best Burger” 
for 16 years 

in a row 
as reported in 

the Mtn. View Voice

Daily
Lunch 

Specials
11am to 2pm

Mon-Fri

If you would like to be listed in DINING ON THE TOWN please call Anna or Dianna at the Voice at 964-6300.

Dining Town
on the

AMERICAN

CLARKE’S  
CHARCOAL BROILER
615 W. El Camino Real  
Mtn. View 
650/967-0851
Voted Best Hamburger 16 Yrs  
in a Row. Beautiful Outside  
Patio Dining.

CHINESE

CHEF CHU’S
1067 N. San Antonio Road  
corner of El Camino 
Los Altos 
650/948-2696
"2008 Best Chinese" 
MV Voice & PA Weekly

CHINESE

NEW TUNG KEE  
NOODLE HOUSE
520 Showers Drive  
Mtn. View 
650/947-8888
(Inside San Antonio Center) 
Voted Best Noodle House in  
2003/2004 Mountain View Voice. 

FRENCH

LE PETIT BISTRO
1405 W. El Camino Real  
Mtn. View 
650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French  
restaurant. 15 tables. 

ICE CREAM

GELATO CLASSICO
241 B Castro Street  
Mtn. View 
650/969-2900

MEXICAN

CELIA'S MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT
3740 El Camino Real  
Palo Alto 
650/843-0643 
1850 El Camino Real  
Menlo Park  
650/321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

PIZZA

KAPP'S  
PIZZA BAR & GRILL
191 Castro Street 
Mtn. View 
650/961-1491
Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

kitchen. Both have been with us 
since the beginning, nearly 24 
years,” said Greg Piccinini, who 
co-owns the restaurant with his 
father, Angelo. “In addition, my 
father still makes some of the 
sauces and pasta. In the kitchen, 
we still do things the old fash-
ioned way.” 
 In Italy, an osteria is cafe-like 
with good regional food: a place 
for neighbors to gather, drink 
wine, gossip and make merry. 

Our Osteria is more restaurant 
than cafe. 
 Service was excellent during my 
visits: quick, accurate and profes-
sional. The wait staff looked as 
if they were almost anticipating 
what I was going to order from 
my attire and demeanor. 
 For starters, the shrimp and 
artichoke bottom ($8) came with 
hearts of palm blanketed under a 
very garlicky dressing. Tangy and 
tasty — but not recommended if 
you are on a first date. 
 The polenta and wild mush-
rooms ($9) arrived steamy hot. It 

  Continued on next page

OSTERIA
  Continued from page 15

VERONICA WEBER

The Piccata Di Vitello con Limone & Capperi at Osteria features veal in 
a lemon and butter sauce and served with steamed veggies.



was a hearty plate: again, heavily 
sauced, this time with a vibrant, 
thick marinara. I liked the mari-
nara, but there was a tendency by 
the kitchen to bury plates with 
sauce, obscuring some of the 
more delicately flavored dishes. 
 One evening, we split the veg-
etarian eggplant entree ($13) as a 
first course. Two huge servings of 
spinach, thick slices of meaty egg-
plant and gooey Teleme cheese 
were layered under the marinara 
sauce. It was a tasty dish, one of 
my favorites at Osteria.
 The best of the pastas was the 
pappardelle ($13.25). The wide 
noodles were entwined with 
threads of spinach, chunks of 
prosciutto, and sliced mush-
rooms. The marinara sauce didn’t 
engulf this dish; there was a nice 
balance of all the ingredients. It 
was peppery and perfumed and 
the inviting aromas were worth 
savoring before digging in. 

 I question the pesto linguine 
($12.75), which was made with 
cream and fresh pesto. While it 
tasted OK, the cream dumbed 
down the exquisite pungency of 
those lovely classic ingredients of 
fresh basil leaves, olive oil, garlic, 
pine nuts and pecorino cheese. 
 Ditto the spaghetti carbonara 
($13.25), which was made with 
eggs, cream, parmesan cheese 
and pancetta. The pancetta — 
Italian pork belly bacon — is 
almost sweet when cooked, with 
a distinct flavor. The diced panc-
etta in that carbonara had no fla-
vor at all and it struck me more 
as meat from a canned ham than 
that lovely flavor-packed bacon I 
had looked forward to. 
 The special one evening was 
salmon-filled ravioli ($15). The 
house-made pasta was plump 
and fresh, doughy and eggy. 
The cream sauce was delicate 
enough not to overwhelm the 
seafood, but this salmon filling 
was potent, too fishy to have been 

fresh. Nonetheless, the flavors 
were good and the portion more 
than filling. 
 Veal piccata ($18.50) was milky 
tender, subtle and irresistible. 
The lemon and capers were in 
harmony with the meat, creat-
ing an excellent interpretation of 
a classic dish. The same carrots 
and green beans accompanied.
 Petrale sole ($18.50) was a 
lovely piece of fish that was bur-
ied under the marinara sauce. 
I scraped the sauce off, or the 
gentle flavor of the petrale would 
have been lost. The dish came 
with beautifully prepared but-
tered green beans and garlicky 
carrots.
 Desserts were respectable. The 
tiramisu ($6) was a cloudlike 
creamy affair that was more fluff 
than flavor. The mascarpone and 
whipped cream obliterated much 
more than a hint of the espresso 
liqueur, ladyfingers and choco-
late.
 The special dessert one evening 

was a delicious lemon tart ($6), just 
sweet enough and tangy. The cus-
tard was lush and nicely congealed, 
the crust buttery and flaky. 
 Osteria flies in the face of the 
contemporary notion Italian res-

taurants: slick ambiance, high 
prices and complex fare. But what 
goes around comes around, and in 
this economy, where value-driven 
comfort food is king, Osteria is 
right on top of things. V

Weekend
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Dinner 5:30-9:30pm
Ph: 650-964-3321

French Restaurant since 1989
1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

Boeuf Bourguignon
$22.95 

French Onion Soup
$6.25

Complimentary glass  
of house wine with  
mention of this ad.

Exp. 10-14-09

Mediterranean 
Grill House

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990   Fax: 650.625.9991

Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed 
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or 
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised, 

corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

2700 W. El Camino Real
(across from Lozano Car Wash)
Mountain View, CA 94040

650.948.0123  
Fax 650.948.0125

www.newsaffronrestaurant.com

35 to 40 item Lunch Buffet everyday

FREE Delivery on orders 
of $10000 or more

El Camino Real

Del M
edio✱

New Saffron

FREE
DINNER

Buy 1 dinner entrée 
& receive 2nd entrée  

of equal or lesser 
value FREE

Must present coupon, 
limit 2 coupons per table

Expires 10/31/09
 Not valid on FRI or SAT

FREE Delivery on orders

E
 Not 

North & South Indian North & South Indian 
Restaurant & BarRestaurant & Bar

Best tastes of IndiaBest tastes of India

2009
RUNNER-UP

Dinner and a movie?
Check out the

Weekend Section.

  Continued from previous page
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THE BOYS ARE BACK (PG-13) Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 
2:20, 4:50, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m. Aquarius: 2:30, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m. 

BRIGHT STAR (PG) Guild: 2, 5 & 8 p.m. 

CAPITALISM: A LOVE STORY (R)  Century 20: 11:35 
a.m.; 12:55, 2:35, 3:50, 5:30, 6:55, 8:30 & 10 p.m. Sat. also at 10 a.m.  
Palo Alto Square: 1, 2:30, 4, 5:30 & 7:15 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 8:30 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat. also at 10:05 p.m. 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS (PG) (NOT 
REVIEWED) Century 16: In 3D at 11:55 a.m.; 2:20, 4:40, 7:35 & 10 
p.m. Century 20: 12:45, 3:10, 5:35, 8:10 & 10:25 p.m. Sat. also at 10:20 
a.m.  In 3D at 11:35 a.m.; 1:55, 4:25, 7:05 & 9:35 p.m. 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Aquarius: 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m.  

COUPLES RETREAT (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 
1:05, 2:25, 3:45, 5:05, 6:25, 7:45, 9:05 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 
a.m.; 12:35, 1:35, 2:25, 3:20, 4:15, 5:10, 6, 7, 7:55, 8:45, 9:45 & 10:40 p.m. 
Sat. also at 9:55 & 10:55 a.m.  

DISTRICT 9 (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 12:25 & 5:55 p.m. 

FAME (PG) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 1, 3:40, 7:10 & 9:55 p.m. 
Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:25 & 10:10 p.m. 

FROM MEXICO WITH LOVE (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) 
Century 16: 12:15, 2:50, 5:30, 7:55 & 10:15 p.m. Century 20: 12:25, 
2:50, 5:15, 7:40 & 10:05 p.m. 

THE INFORMANT! (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:35 
a.m.; 2:20, 5, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:50, 4:30, 7:10 
& 9:40 p.m. 

INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS (R) Century 16: 3:10 & 9:50 
p.m. Century 20: 7:10 p.m. Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 1:15 p.m. 

THE INVENTION OF LYING (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: 
11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. Century 20: 12:05, 2:40, 5:20, 
7:50 & 10:20 p.m. 

JULIE & JULIA (PG-13) Century 16: 12:20 & 7 p.m.  
Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 2, 4:45, 7:35 & 10:20 p.m. 

LOVE HAPPENS (PG-13) Century 16: 3:15 & 8:40 p.m.  
Century 20: 4:35 & 10:30 p.m. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA (NOT RATED) (NOT 
REVIEWED)  
Century 20: Sat. at 10 a.m. Palo Alto Square: Sat. at 10 a.m. 

MY ONE AND ONLY (PG-13) Aquarius: Fri.-Wed. at 3, 
5:30 & 8 p.m. Thu. at 2 & 4:30 p.m. 

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY (R) (NOT REVIEWED)  
Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 12:30, 1:35, 2:40, 3:50, 4:55, 6, 7:05, 8:10, 9:15 
&  10:30 p.m. 

SURROGATES (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: Noon, 
2:35, 5, 7:20 & 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 12:10, 2:35, 5:05, 7:45 & 9:55 p.m. 

TOY STORY 2 IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3-D (G) (NOT 
REVIEWED) Century 16: 1:20, 5:20 & 9:20 p.m. Century 20: 1:25, 
2:45, 5:25, 6:45, 9:25 & 10:45 p.m. 

TOY STORY IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3-D (G) (NOT 
REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 3:25 & 7:25 p.m. Century 20: 
11:30 a.m.; 12:50, 3:30, 4:50, 7:30 & 8:50 p.m. 

WHIP IT (PG-13) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 
2:30, 5:10, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:25 & 
10:15 p.m. 

ZOMBIELAND (R) (NOT REVIEWED) Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 
12:40, 1:45, 3, 4, 5:15, 6:15, 7:30, 8:30 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 
a.m.; 12:20, 1:30, 2:30, 3:40, 4:45, 5:50, 7:15, 8:05, 9:30 & 10:25 p.m. Sat. 
also at 10 a.m. 

BRIGHT STAR  
(Guild) “Bright Star” tells the story 
of 19th-century English poet John 
Keats’ unconsummated love affair with 
his neighbor, Fanny Brawne, which 
obsessed them both for the last several 
years of Keats’s short life (he died of 
consumption at 25). When the two first 
meet, Fanny is an outspoken, flirta-
tious 18-year-old more interested in her 
clothes than in the moody poet busy 
nursing his mortally ill brother. However, 
an attraction soon forms. Fanny, igno-
rant about poetry, arranges to take les-
sons with Keats, providing an opportu-
nity for him to read several of his great 
poems aloud. But until later in the film, 
the romance feels more like a teenage 
crush — Keats himself is only 23, after 
all — than a mature passion. Rated PG 
for brief language, thematic elements, 
some sensuality and incidental smok-
ing. One hour, 59 minutes. — R.P

CAPITALISM:  
A LOVE STORY  
 (CineArts, Century 20) It’s been 20 
years since populist filmmaker/gadfly 
Michael Moore made his landmark 
documentary “Roger and Me,” and in 
that time the bleak economic shadow 
over his hometown of Flint, Mich., has 
only gotten bleaker and spread over the 
United States as a whole. In “Capital-
ism: A Love Story,” Moore revisits some 
themes of “Roger and Me,” this time 
attempting to tackle the nation’s capi-
talistic structure itself. Moore interviews 
families who have lost all their worldly 
possessions, Catholic priests who decry 
capitalism as immoral and un-Christian, 
a slimy Realtor proudly billing himself as 
a “condo vulture,” government officials 
and even his own father, a former Gen-
eral Motors employee. The film’s essen-
tial argument is that the current U.S. 
system of capitalism (based on greed 
and profit for the rich at any cost) is evil. 
It’s a purposely inflammatory argument 
and, if overly simplistic and shaky at 
times, raises an appropriate level of out-
rage. Rated R for language. Two hours, 
seven minutes. — K.K. 

INGLOURIOUS  
BASTERDS  
(Century 16, Century 20) There’s no 
mistaking “Inglourious Basterds” for 
anything other than a Quentin Tarantino 
film. “Inglourious Basterds” is a comedy 
for the film-savvy. The crux of the plot is 
the story of a Jewish survivor (Melanie 
Laurent) of a Nazi slaughter, as she 
plots revenge. Now hiding in plain sight 
as the proprietress of a Parisian cinema, 
she falls into the opportunity to wipe 
out the Nazi leadership at the premiere 
of a propaganda film. Meanwhile, the 
British government targets the same 
premiere. The whole enchilada turns out 
to be a self-referential commentary on 
the power of the medium, figuratively 
as propaganda or violent entertainment, 
and literally as the fuel to a fire. Rated 

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)

CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (800-326-3264)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-3264)
 CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)  
SPANGENBERG THEATRE: 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto (354-8263) 

For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the  
Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

Skip it   
Some redeeming qualities  

A good bet 
Outstanding 

For show times, plot synopses,  
trailers and more movie  
info, visit www.mv-voice.com  
and click on movies.

M O V I E R E V I E W S

M O V I E T I M E S



R for strong graphic violence, language 
and brief sexuality. Two hours, 33 min-
utes.— P.C.

THE INVENTION  
OF LYING   
What if full disclosure was the way of 
the world? Are there certain things 
we’d be better off not knowing about 
ourselves and each other? And is a lie 
the ultimate excess of “information,” or 
a necessity for a happy existence? These 
and many other questions arise in “The 
Invention of Lying,” a provocative com-
edy. Ricky Gervais stars as Mark Bel-
lison, an overweight, powerless schlub 
living in a universe that differs from our 

own in one significant regard: Humanity 
never evolved the ability to lie. Promised 
by his boss (Jeffrey Tambor) that his 
firing is imminent, Mark has a sinking 
feeling that his date with the beautiful 
Anna (Jennifer Garner) can’t possibly 
end well. When the sacked Mark goes 
to the bank to withdraw his paltry sav-
ings, inspiration strikes. What if he were 
to say something that wasn’t? Like a 
superhero discovering a power, Mark 
considers what he wants. With great 
power comes great responsibility. Rated 
PG-13 for language including some 
sexual material and a drug reference. 
One hour, 39 minutes. — P.C.

JULIE & JULIA  
(Century 16, Century 20) “Julie” rests 
heavily on the charm of its lead actress-
es, and there’s plenty to go around. Its 
structure unfurls in overlapping roles. 
There’s Julia (Meryl Streep) as she 
embarks on a love of cuisine while in 
Paris with State Department husband 
Paul (Stanley Tucci). And Julie Powell 
(Amy Adams), an unfulfilled govern-
ment worker in Queens, N.Y., who sets 
herself a lofty goal: cook every recipe in 
Julia’s enigmatic bible and blog about 
it. In the end Ephron doesn’t quite seal 
the deal — surrendering nuance for 
fluff and rendering the climax flat — 

but the whole is a tasty confection. 
Rated: PG-13 for language and mature 
themes. 2 hours, 4 minutes. — J.A. 

LOVE HAPPENS  
(Century 16, Century 20) Aaron Eckhart 
plays Burke Ryan, a therapist who has 
parlayed his wife’s death into a business 
conducting seminars for the grieving. 
Though he’s skilled at helping others he 
can’t help himself. He fearfully avoids 
both elevators and intimacy. About 
to close a deal to be franchised as a 
multimedia personality, the hypocritical 
life coach is at a crossroads. Enter florist 
Eloise Chandler (Aniston). Get this: 
She’s sensitive and quirky. Stumbling 

into a relationship after a couple of 
comically unpleasant chance meetings, 
Burke and Eloise help each other to 
move forward from past pain. “Love 
Happens” provides sappy reassurance 
that love can indeed happen, but sexy 
it is not. By the time Ryan earns a slow 
clap from his patients, you’ll be scram-
bling for the exits. Rated PG-13 for 
sexual references and language. One 
hour, 49 minutes. — P.C. 
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S.T.-Susan Tavernetti,  
J.A.-Jeanne Aufmuth,  T.H.-Tyler Hanley

M O V I E C R I T I C S

IGNITING THE SPARK 

OF KNOWLEDGE AND 

SELF-DISCOVERY

OPEN HOUSES

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View (Near Costco)

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

EXCELLENCE

L A R R Y ’ S

When you want it right! www.autoworks.com

650 968-5202
Award-winning clean, modern facility.

Over 37 years of doing things right.

Brought to you by
Larry & Laurie Moore

 The part of a vehicle’s steering mechanism known 
as the “tie rod” transmits force from the steering center 
link (or steering rack) to the steering knuckle, thereby 
allowing the wheel to turn. The outer end of this slender 
structural rod connects with an adjusting sleeve, which 
allows for adjusting the length of the tie rod and a 
consequent setting of the vehicle’s alignment angle. 
With all that is riding on this relatively small component, 
it is recommended that an automobile’s steering and 
suspension systems be checked regularly, at least annually, 
in conjunction with a wheel alignment.  Otherwise, a worn 
tie rod can lead to highway wandering, erratic steering, 
and abnormal tire wear. 
 After replacing the tie rod, get your car realigned. 
This is important since the replacement parts may not 
be exactly the same length as the originals, and even 

if we have tightened the new tie rod ends the exact 
number of turns as old ones, your alignment may still 
be off. At Larry's AutoWorks, we know good 
handling, performance, and fuel efficiency rely on proper 
maintenance of your wheel alignment settings. You can 
trust us with any repairs for your car. Call us today, 
or bring your car to 101 Freeway on Leghorn 
between San Antonio and Rengstorff in 
Mountain View. Take the Rengstorff exit south, 
then right on Leghorn to have your alignment 
checked. There is a difference here and our customers 
know it. You'll know it when you entrust your vehicle to us. 

SPARING THE RODS SPOILS THE RIDE

When you want it right!

L A R R Y ’ S

HINT: One way to check the tie rod ends involves placing the 
car on a lift and jerking on the wheel hub to see how much play 
there is in the tie rod end ball joint.

    For one week only, October 14–21

enjoy a 3-course meal for $35!

SI LICON VALLEY R ESTAU RANT WE E K SPECIAL

Soup or Salad
Main Entree

(Changes Daily)

Dessert

www.cafeprobonorestaurant.com

2437 B I RCH STR E ET    
PALO ALTO

650.326.1626

TH R E E-COU R SE DI N N E R 
ONLY $35

Executive-class 
Japanese FoodJIN SHO

PALO ALTO

Silicon Valley Restaurant Week
~ SPECIAL MENU ~

White Tuna Sashimi Salad   ~   Rock Shrimp Tempura
Choice of:

~A~
1 Roll with

6PC of Chef
Choice Sushi

~B~
1 Special Roll

Miso Marinated
Black Cod

With Miso Soup

$35.00

454 S. California Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306 • (650) 321-3454

Visit SiliconValleyRestaurantWeek.com for more informations and participating restaurants
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