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Parents worry
over cuts to

special ed
assistants

By Kelsey Mesher

proposal to cut back the hours
Aznd benefits of nearly a dozen

mployees in the Mountain View
Whisman School District’s special edu-
cation program has caused frustration
among local parents, but administrators
say changes to the program have made the
full-time schedules unnecessary.

The cuts would affect 11 full-time
instructional assistants, or IAs, working
in two autism programs — a preschool,
and an autism-intensive services program
for other students requiring behavioral
therapy — operating at Slater School.
Under the proposal, their hours would
be reduced from 40 hours a week to 30,
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Jess Santana discusses his plan to build a new homeless shelter with Cuesta Park maintenance employee Sandra Santana, a > see SPECIAL ED, page 7

member of his proposed board of directors for the “Silverado Shelter” of Mountain View.

Homeless man on a mission

JESS SANTANA, 86, IS CAMPAIGNING FOR A SHELTER IN MOUNTAIN VIEW

City goes with
high-quality
affordable

By Daniel DeBolt

a much younger man with much
greater resources.

The 86-year-old homeless resident
of Mountain View hopes to create a
homeless shelter in Mountain View,
and has been working away at the proj-
ect for about a year now. It seems his
efforts are paying off: Several commu-
nity members are in support, including
Joanne Price, a Realtor who is helping
him find a location; former Los Altos
police officer David Mace, a recently
homeless man himself; and a Moun-
tain View librarian who promised to
make a Web site for the cause.

“I think what he’s trying to do is
absolutely wonderful,” said Duncan
MacVicar, a board member for the
Community Services Agency. “Moun-

Iess Santana fights for a cause like

tain View and Los Altos do not have
shelters for the homeless. This is a real
long-term project for Jess. You've really

“Everybody is for it.
They think it’s great.
But nobody is doing
anything about it.
Nobody else is stepping

up to the plate.”
JESS SANTANA

got to give this guy credit. He’s a bull
dog on this particular enterprise. This
is the goal of his life right now.”

Santana said he is applying for non-
profit status for his group, which will
allow him to begin fundraising. He
wants to form a board of directors —
which would include other homeless
people like Mark Shield, a friend who
meets him regularly for 6:30 a.m. cof-
fee at Burger King — to figure out how
to move the idea forward.

“Everywhere I goItalk shelter,” Santana
said. “I have had a tremendous response
from people. I had a couple of people offer
me money” which he had to refuse.

“I met the gentleman who owns
Burger King,” Santana said. “I told him
what T was doing, I tell everybody.”
The conversation turned to the subject
of fundraising, and Santana told him,
“I'm going to (knock) on everybody’s
door, and it might be yours.”

» See SANTANA, page 8

housing

ESTIMATED PRICE TAG OF
$26 MILLION CONCERNS
ONE COUNCIL MEMBER

By Daniel DeBolt

conceptual design for an afford-
A:ble housing project on Evelyn
nd Franklin streets was well
received in a City Council study session
Tuesday, and neighbors turned their
previous criticisms into positive feed-
back, offering design suggestions.
Jonathan Emami, vice president of
developer ROEM, appeared to have

» See COUNCIL, page 11
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WE SEE MOST EMERGENCY PATIENTS
IN UNDER 15 MINUTES — AND CHEST
PAIN PATIENTS IN UNDER 5.

@
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OUR BRAND NEW The Emergency Department in our new El Camino Hospital was carefully designed to provide
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT  &'&" better, faster care to patients who need urgent attention. The physical layout puts critical
services in close proximity, like imaging suites, operating rooms and the cardiac cath lab.
FAST TRACKS PATIENTS And we've also revamped our procedures to reduce wait time and improve access to care. What's
FOR IMPROVED CARE. more, we are an Accredited Primary Stroke Center, and we were the area’s first Accredited
Chest Pain Center. These accreditations are your guarantee of the highest-quality standards.
You can count on our experienced team to respond quickly and efficiently, assessing patients
as they arrive and providing immediate attention to those who need it the most. It's all part
of our commitment to doing whatever it takes to serve our community well.

From left: Peter Fung, MD, MS, FACP,FAAN,
medical director, Primary Stroke Center;
Ellen Moss, RN, clinical nurse III,

Emergency Department; Mary Anderson, Find h . .
clinical manager, Emergency Department; Ind out how to preregister in our system

Chad Rammohan, MD, interventional using palm-scanning technology. Call 800-216-5556.
cardiologist and medical director,
Chest Pain Center; and Dan Fox, MD,

medical director, Emergency Department. El Camino Hospital Www.elcaminohospital.org
THE HOSPITAL OF siLicoN vaLLey 800-216-5556
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AROUND TOWN

Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews
by Dana Sherne.

Obama is sending
30,000 more troops to Afghanistan.
Do you think this is a good idea?

“I'm sure he knows things that
we don’t know. ... I don’t think
anyone wants to fight a war,
but essentially we were dragged
into the war.”

Caleo Serughetti, BeImont

“I think it’s a good idea because it
puts more troops on the ground
to protect the troops we have
and train indigenous troops to
give us an exit strategy.”

Steven Long, Redwood City

“My instinct is to say no, it’s not a
good idea. But without knowing
the context of it, I'm going to give
him the benefit of the doubt.”

Sarah Mattina, Santa Clara

“I think we should have been
focusing on that to begin with.”
Sylvia Peterson, Mountain View.

“Im disappointed. I would have
hoped that one outcome of elect-
ing President Obama would
have been a reduction of our
troops in both theaters of war.”
Robert Wachs, Palo Alto

Have a question for Voices Around Town? E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

THE VOICE

0 G@ﬂ’%{f@@ = At smiles dental, we

® (g&?ﬂ%ﬁ’ = Our office is equipped
with the latest technology to help you
achieve the smile you deserve.
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FREE || FREE

XA TEETH
NEVF PATIENTM\JLY WHITENING

INCLUDES EXAM & X-RAYS! A $99.00 VALUE!

Call for details. FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam,
Some restrictions may apply. X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details.
Offer Good for 60 Days. Some restrictions may apply.
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Dental Care
www.SmilesDental.com

believe in treating our patients to the best
of dentistry and technology with first class
personal service.

. ‘ﬁf"//(df& = Our skilled team is

passionate about helping our patients
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

LARRY'S kNOowS VW's.

When you want it right, you go to the experts. H:p-. Mo ,y\

We have been specialists on Volkswagens for over 37 years, and our ‘o a

Volkswagen expert attends over 45 hours a year of specialized train- | ‘; \
NS

ing to stay on top of the latest information. a ,‘! 9
He is so good, we guarantee his repairs in writing (parts AND Labor!) | & / &
for 3 years or 36,000 miles. No other shop does this! Not even Ryied .
the dealer! We also have experts on Audi, BMW and Mercedes and )
offer the same unbeatable guarantee on all of their work. e bl
ighest i Quality
SIXTH
CONSECUTIVE YEAR

Voted Best Auto Repair
Last Seven Years!

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View
(near Costco)

www.autoworks.com

lﬁkvli ﬁa II .

When you want it right!

Call today for an appointment

(650) 968-5202
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' ESTABLISHING AN

EL CAMINO HOSPITAL
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

l

A charitable gift annuity is a life-income gift that
just grows more fruitful over time. Your gift:

+ Draws strength from its roots in our community

* Bears fruit, in the form of fixed-rate payouts for
life, an immediate charitable deduction, and
other tax benefits

+ Leaves a legacy that
helps keep us all healthy

Call Madeline Chaleff
at 650-940-7154 to
request a brochure. Your

FIXED RATES FOR
SELECTED AGES
(examples only)

Age: Payout rate:

o,
3: Zg;’ hospital, your community
85 8.1%‘: and you: imagine all we

can do together.

(:) El Camino Hospital Foundation

THE HOSPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

www.elcaminohospital.org/foundation

Allinquiries are completely confidential and without obligation.

ﬁay hea
Health Spa

Discover the Latest Breakthrough in
Non -Surgical Facial & Full Body Rejuvenation

$100 Off.,

,Electrotherapy package:

COmputrized
Electrotherapy

+Lose Inches and Fat
«Strengthen & Tone Muscles
+Eliminate Cellulite

‘Release Toxins

*Reduce Stress

Jmprove Circulation
Please present this ad. Not valid with other offers,
discounts orfor purchase of giftcertificates or products. EXP. 12/30/09

650-390-9727
2055 Grant Rd. #100 LOS ALTOS

bayareahealthspa.com

LocalNews

ardea

”Chrls’rmos

Spend:
$250-$499
$500-$999
$1000-$2499
$2500 and up

(some restrictions apply, stop in for details)

Receive a:
$25 gift card
$75 gift card
$150 gift card
$400 gift card

(888) 696-BIKE - www.MikesBikes.com
3001 El Camino Real in Palo Alto - Los Gatos opening mid-December!
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' REGAIN VISION

BEYOND

GINATION!
lﬂ%m w. o cor

any gi

Premivm Multi-focal Lens
Use your Mexible eccount money wisely,
Medicare ond FPO Plans Accepbed

Saturday & Ev Appointments
r5! Hiﬂ;ﬁpﬁid

Shobha Tandon, MD PhD
Troined ot Stanford University
Certified LASIK Surgeon

r
2490 Hospital Drive #209
Mountain View, CA 94040
650-962-4626
2 Union Square, 1st Floor
Union City, CA 94587
510-431-5511

1-877-NEOVISION

B POLICELOG

ASSAULT WITH
A DEADLY WEAPON
1 Block Starr Way, 11/26

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
2600 Block Bayshore Pkwy., 11/23
1100 Block Independence Ave., 11/25
800 Block East El Camino Real, 11/28
1 Block West El Camino Real, 11/28

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
1900 Block Montecito Ave., 10/19
300 Block Oak St., 10/21

100 Block East EI Camino Real, 10/21

AUTOMOBILE BURGLARY
2600 Block Fayette Dr., 11/23
2600 Block Fayette Dr., 11/23

400 Block San Antonio Rd., 11/23
200 Block Montecito Ave., 11/25

DISTURBANCE

Showers Dr., 11/25

500 Block Moorpark Way, 11/25
1200 Block Dale Ave., 11/29

DISORDERLY CONDUCT:

ALCOHOL

1900 Block Montecito Ave., 11/25
Escuela Ave. & Latham St., 11/26

OBSCENE/ANNOYING
PHONE CALLS
1700 Block Rock St., 11/25

PEEPING TOM
300 Block Escuela Ave., 11/23

POSSESSION OF
MARIJUANA- LESS THAN
ONE OUNCE

Fair Oaks St. & Leland Ave., 11/25

NARCOTICS POSSESSION
Chiquita Ave. & Villa St., 11/25
Franklin St. & Villa St., 11/28

2400 Block Leghorn St., 11/28

POSSESSION OF
MARIJUANA WHILE DRIVING
Northbound 101 From Shoreline Blvd.,
11/26 08945

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA
Moffet & Middlefield, 11/27
Eagle Park, 11/28

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF
A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
2000 Block Latham St., 11/29

GENERIC H&S VIOLATION
Miramonte Ave. & Trophy Dr., 11/27

ASSAULT WITH
ATTEMPT TO RAPE
Dana St. & Stevens Creek Trail, 11/29

SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE/
PERSON/ VEHICLE
100 Block East Middlefield Rd., 11/29

GRAND THEFT

1900 Block California St., 11/26
1900 Block Montecito Ave., 11/28
1800 Block Ednamary Way, 11/29

PETTY THEFT

500 Block North Shoreline Blvd., 11/23
1600 Block Villa St., 11/24

600 Block Showers Dr., 11/24

Rite Aid, 11/27

Sears Department Store, 11/27

Sears Department Store, 11/28

Kohls, 11/29

The Mountain View Voice is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing
Co. 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. Application to Mail at
Periodicals Postage Rates is Pending at Palo Alto, CA and additional mailing offices. The
Mountain View Voice is mailed free to homes and apartments in Mountain View. Subscrip-
tion rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Mountain View Voice,

450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

www. MeoVisionEyeCenter.com

YOUTH SOCCER OPEN TRYOUTS
NOV. 16 TO DEC. 15

Palo Alto Soccer Club

CYSA/NorCal
Team Affiliate

“Take the next step!”

SOCCER PLAYERS WANTED:

Boys and Girls born between 8/1/96 to 7/31/02
(Ages 810 13 1/2)
Join our Under-9 to Under-13 Teams for 2010

BENEFITS:

« Receive professional coaching in a
parent-managed organization

 Join Competitive (Class 3 teams) and

Highly Competitive (Class 1 teams)

 Develop individual skills and techniques e Enjoy a fun and positive environment

¢ Learn teamwork and game strategy

(Positive Coaching Alliance Philosophy)

2PASCFLYER2009

Visit our website for Time, Locations and Contacts
www.pasoccerclub.org
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Pre-K
program
teaches
kids how

to learn

'STRETCH TO KINDER-
GARTEN" HOPES TO
EXPAND IN 2010

By Kelsey Mesher

hough the school year is
Twell under way, organiz-

ers of a new pre-kinder-
garten program are already
planning for busy days in the
classroom next summer.

“Stretch to Kindergarten,” a
seven-week all-day program for
children entering kindergarten,
piloted last summer with 42 stu-
dents from low-income families,
and organizers say they hope to
expand to around 60 kids in 2010.

Liz Simons, a parent and former
primary and secondary school
teacher, spearheaded the project.

“I thought, what an important
age that preschool time was,” she
said, “and how much can be taught
— not just the academics but how
to learn, how to be in school.”

Stretch to Kindergarten select-
ed last year’s participants from
children already enrolled for
kindergarten in the Mountain
View Whisman School Dis-
trict. Simons said some students
had attended preschool, but the
majority had not. All students
in the program came from
families whose annual household
incomes are $60,000 or less.

Simons and co-organizer Joanne
Reed said they saw vast improve-
ments in the children over the
course of the program. They pre-
sented their findings at a district
board meeting on Nov. 19.

Based on parent surveys, they
reported, students made signifi-
cant gains in following instruc-
tions, doing tasks like hand
washing independently, playing
well with other children, enjoy-
ing books and expressing their
needs and wants to adults.

They said that at the begin-
ning of the summer the children
couldn’t sit still in a circle, but by
the end of the program they had
learned better classroom behavior
and improved their listening skills.

» See KINDERGARTEN, page 7

health care offered there.

By Dana Sherne

ozens of patients fill
the Mountain View
RotaCare free clinic.

They occupy every seat in the
loud waiting room, spilling
into the hall. Children play
with blocks or watch a movie,
and everyone waits for their
name to be called.

The number of local patients

A VOI

Dr. Dexter Hake checks anemic patient Bernie Moore’s reflexes. Moore has been coming to the
RotaCare Clinic for the past year, and says she doesn’t know what she would do without the free

RotaCare gives the gift of health

MORE PATIENTS THAN EVER ARE USING FREE CLINIC,
CE HOLIDAY FUND RECIPIENT

MountainView

\%0)(®1D

has been increasing dramati-
cally for the past eight months,
said Cheryl Canning, direc-
tor of clinical services at

MICHELLE LE

RotaCare. As people lose
their health benefits and the
state budget continues to
shrink, more and more local
residents, with nowhere else
to go, are coming here.

Each night, Canning said,
50 percent more people call
the clinic to request services.
For some of these patients,

» See ROTACARE, page 10

H1N1 vaccination clinic open this weekend

anta Clara County has
Sreceived new shipments of
the HIN1 vaccine, and the
Public Health Department will
host another vaccination clinic
this Sunday at the Santa Clara
County Fairgrounds.
Approximately 5,000 doses will
be available at the event for those
who don’t have access to a health
care provider or whose providers
do not have the vaccine. More
vaccine has been distributed to
health care providers, and the
county is asking residents to
check with their providers before

heading to the clinic.

The clinicis open from 9:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 6.

The county reminded resi-
dents that children under 10
need a second booster shot three
weeks after their first shot of the
vaccine, but these children will
not have priority at the clinic.
Any child under 10 who received
a first vaccination on or before
Nov. 7 needs the booster.

Fewer people than expected
showed up at the last clinic, but
county officials said to expect
lines and to prepare for bad

weather. People who are sick
or have a fever will be turned
away and have been asked not
to attend.

The only people the county will
vaccinate this Sunday are preg-
nant women, children and young
adults between 6 months and 24
years, people who live with or
provide care to children younger
than 6 months, health care and
emergency services workers and
adults with medical conditions
that put them at risk. @

— Palo Alto Weekly
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Woman
fights off
assault on

Stevens
Creek Trail

By Kelsey Mesher

olice say a 27-year-
Pold Mountain View

woman jogging Ste-
vens Creek Trail on Sun-
day afternoon fought off a
sexual assault after she was
attacked by a man who tried
to pull her into some bushes
off the path.

At approximately 1:25
p-m., the victim was jogging
along the trail near the Dana
Street overcrossing when a
man grabbed her in a “bear
hug” and attempted to car-
ry her toward bushes near
the creek, police said. The
woman was able to scratch
the man’s face, fighting until
he dropped her.

Police spokesperson Liz
Wylie said the woman
jammed her fingers in his
mouth and pulled on his
jaw, “doing what she could
with what she had.”

The attacker fled south-
bound along the trail on
a green bicycle and is still
at large. Police believe he
may have suffered minor
scratches.

The victim called 911 with
a borrowed cell phone min-
utes after she was attacked.
She suffered no injuries.

“We spent some time on
the trail last night,” Wylie
said Monday, adding that
they checked out homeless
encampments and have also
reviewed known sex offend-
ers on file with the city.

“No leads yet, but we’re
working on it,” she said.

The woman described her
assailant as a white man
with dark skin, thinning
hair and a full goatee. He
was approximately 35 years
old, of medium build and
overweight. He wore a red
sweatshirt.

Wylie said there is an
average of one mugging
or robbery on the trail per

» See ASSAULT, page 6
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Commitment To Excellence

i
Original Ownership Since 1975 ces .(, .’tf'.P.Uf“ chase of neyy roof)

All Types of Roofing & Gutters

LocalNews

Residential & Commercial
1901 Old Middlefield Way, Mtn.View

S.C.L#785441

650-969-7663

Thc‘: Kiftc:hc:-n, Craftc:-r

Cabinets, Remodeling, Refacing, more... Since 1994

Award Winning
Design
sl s 4
Q "u'n <
@
@~ " F\*’v
Diamond Certified
Service

Reasonable Prices
650-
940-9210

TheKitchenCrafter.com

CA License # 709202

Free In Home Consultation
with John Beeley, CKBR
or by appointment at
1931 Old Middlefield Way #208, Mountain View

Art Travels: San Francisco
Printmaking & Fine Art

12/12, 10:00AM

Take a day-long tour in San Francisco of
Aurobora Press, San Francisco Electric Works
and the John Berggruen Gallery. Lunch and
wine included.

Daniel Shindarov in Concert

12/17, 7:00PM

Enjoy the uplifting music of this Russian-born,
internationally renowned violin virtuoso.

ChopShticks:

Chinese Food & Comedy

12/24, 7:30PM

Get ready to laugh with Emmy-nominated
stand-up comedian Carol Leifer.

Jewish Heritage Cultural Trip:
Get to Know Cubal!

3/3-10

Join us on an insightful trip of cultural
discovery to this tropical island nation!

For our full schedule and to purchase tickets,
please visit

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 223-8700 | www.paloaltojcc.org
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B SEEN AROUND TOWN

Coffee and a newspaper

T :':

“In downtown MV,” wrote Max Hauser of Loreto Street, “a good cappuccino (its foam finer than
whipped cream) complements a newspaper for those of us who still like to read the printed page!”
Hauser was appreciating his coffee and paper while sitting at Dana Street Roasting Co.

If you have a photo taken around town which you'd like published in the Voice, please send it (as a jpg
attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

ASSAULT WITH A
DEADLY LEMON

Police say a 41-year-old Moun-
tain View woman was injured
when her neighbor and his
friend hit her in the stomach
with an unripe lemon.

According to police spokes-
person Liz Wylie, the suspects
— Casey Olson, 18, and his
17-year-old companion — were
throwing hard, unripe lemons at
the victim’s house on Starr Way
when she stepped outside and
was struck by one of the fruits
just after midnight on Nov. 26.

The victim had some welts
and bruises where the lemon hit
her, Wylie said, and the incident
has been classified as assault
with a deadly weapon.

“A deadly weapon can be
anything,” Wylie said, adding

B NEWSBRIEFS

that the projectile weighed more
than a baseball.

Police arrested both suspects
that night. Olson, who lives
across the street from the victim,
and his friend were charged with
assault with a deadly weapon.
The 17-year-old, also a Moun-
tain View resident, additionally
was charged with violating pro-
bation, Wylie said.

— Dana Sherne

COLD WEATHER SHELTERS
OPEN IN COUNTY

A Santa Clara County home-
less shelter and services pro-
vider opened emergency shelters
Monday night for homeless
residents who are dealing with
increasingly chilly weather in
the South Bay.

EHC Lifebuilders opened its
Cold Weather Shelter Program
at 6 p.m. Monday at the Nation-
al Guard armories in Gilroy and
Sunnyvale.

The program accommodates
about 250 homeless men, wom-
en and children, providing them
with nightly emergency shelter,
food and hygiene services.

The Sunnyvale and Gilroy
shelters will operate from 6 p.m.
to 6 a.m. every day through the
end of March. The Sunnyvale
shelter is located at the National
Guard Armory, 620 E. Maude
Ave. The Boccardo Reception
Center in San Jose will also have
150 beds available at its year-
round site located at 2011 Little
Orchard St.

— Bay City News

ASSAULT

» Continued from page 5

year, and one to two misde-
meanor or sexual battery-type
cases. An attempted sexual
assault like this one, she said, is

“extremely rare.”

“It’s definitely an isolated inci-
dent for us,” she said, “but people
should be concerned. We want
people to be really vigilant. We’re
hoping that it doesn’t happen
again but it certainly could.”

Police caution joggers to only
use the trail during daylight

hours, and to carry a cell phone
with the police department’s
seven-digit emergency number,
(650) 968-1661.

Anyone with information
about this crime is encouraged
to call the MVPD immediately
at (650) 903-6344. Callers may
remain anonymous. M
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» Continued from page 1

and their benefits cut from 100
percent to 25 percent, according
to one aide who asked not to be
identified.

The district is scheduled to
vote on the proposal at its regular
board meeting on Dec. 10.

Assistant  Superintendent
Stephanie Totter described the
cutbacks as being the result of
a new “program design.” In
the past, she said, services for
autistic students ran until 4:30
p.m., but this year services previ-
ously offered after school hours
are now being offered during
the school day — for example,
the social integration part of
the autistic programs has been
changed to earlier in the day.

“It made more sense to have a
social skills group when there are
normal kids around,” she said,
as opposed to a group with only
autistic students.

Totter said the proposed cuts
would amount to savings of about
$65,000 per year, and are “not
connected to the budget crisis.”

“It’s not a reflection on their
performance,” she added. “We
really do value these people.”

Nevertheless, Totter said,
because of the program changes
already in place, there is simply
nothing left for the aides to do
after school lets out.

“The bottom line is there are no
services for students provided after
they (the students) go home.”

‘We will lose so much’

The proposal was originally
scheduled to be voted on by the
board of trustees during its Nov.
19 meeting, but was delayed after
aunion representing the aides said
it wanted to discuss the matter fur-
ther. The district had not yet met
with the union as of press time.

Meanwhile, some of the dis-
trict’s special ed workers, and
parents of autistic students, have
expressed concern and frustra-
tion, saying the cuts will drive
away the very people who make
the program what it is.

“The aides are a huge part of
the equation there at Slater,” said
Christine Case-Lo, whose son
went through the program and
is now a kindergartener at Monta
Loma. “They work hands-on
with the kids all the time.”

“They need a job with benefits,
they need those hours, and it’s not
like theyre not working during
that time,” she said. “If we lose that
skill set we will lose so much.”

“They’re going to have to geta sec-
ond job to get benefits and to live in
thearea,” said Jennifer Tirva, whose
son receives autism-intensive ser-
vices at Slater but attends a private
preschool with an aide provided by
the district. She added that taking
a second job will compromise the
quality of their work.

Case-Lo said the aides pro-
vide continuity for the children,
and are a major reason she has
been so happy with the district’s
autism program in the past.

“You need a great deal of
trust, and you need that every-
day, hands-on relationship to
build” that trust, she said. “The
more relationships that a child
of autism can have, the better
their emotional intelligence and
growth over time.”

“Every parent that I know can
tell you a similar story about
Slater,” she said. “Those aides are
just magnificent.”

Same services

Totter maintained that the spe-
cial ed programs have not in any
way suffered from restructuring.

“This does not affect their
services at all,” she said, adding
that “you can’t pay for work that
doesn’t exist.”

She said that IAs can use their

KINDERGARTEN

» Continued from page 5

They also found a better than 90
percent attendance rate, and that
parents or primary caregivers of
81 percent of the children partici-
pated in at least one activity.

Stretch to Kindergarten is
also trying to change the “whole
family mentality,” Simons said,
adding that many underserved
families “don’t really feel a con-
nection to their schools.”

It was encouraging, she said,
that in their evaluations parents
said they wanted to participate
more, and were planning to
incorporate more family activities
into next summer’s program.

Attheboard meeting, organizers
reported that one mother walked

for over an hour each day to bring
her child to the program.

The program was free for par-
ticipants, and funded through
Simons’ own organization, the
Heising-Simons Foundation,
which supports causes related to
families, education and alterna-
tive energy.

In the coming months, the dis-
trict will be checking in on how
program participants are doing in
their regular kindergarten classes,
though Simons said she believes
the training will extend beyond
their first year of grade school.

“I think if you can get them
started in a good way, in a way
that makes them feel good about
learning, that can really propel
them as they go through life,” she
said. “That will get them off to
the right start.” @

Thursdays — a prep day when no
students attend school at Slater —
to prepare for class and perform
other administrative work. After
school hours, she said, there are
no children needing services,
and it does not make sense to pay
employees for that time.

But one aide disagreed, telling

“They need a job
with benefits, they

need those hours.”
CHRISTINE CASE-LO

the Voice, “There’s always some-
thing to do.”

“Even if the kids aren’t there,”
she said, aides are “cleaning up
the classroom. And then people
are taking data, because some-
times you don’t have time to take
the data with the kid.”

The aide said under the pro-
posed cuts she will lose $1,000
per month, a significant part of
her salary. She said she makes
around $17 per hour.

She voiced concern over new
hires she has seen in Slater
classrooms, who are working
on a six-hour-per-day schedule.

Totter responded that the need
during the school day, while stu-
dents are present, has increased,
but that the current aides can-
not be doing two jobs at once.

Other complaints

The proposal has brought to
light other parent complaints
over the autism programs.

“Tve seen regression in my
son since August,” said Claire
Quesnal-Oueini, whose son used
to receive “applied behavioral
analysis” services when he was
in preschool, but no longer does
now that he’s in kindergarten.
She said she is frustrated with the
response from her child’s teacher:
“The answer [ got s, ‘Yes, 've seen
it. Yes, he’s more rigid.”

She and several other parents
also expressed frustration over a
seemingly new practice where IAs
are not allowed to talk about their
children’s progress with them.

“Now you pick up your child
and you can see on their faces they
are not happy,” Quesnal-Oueini
said. “Why as a parent am I not
allowed to know what’s going on
with my child during the day?”

Totter said the [As are not certi-
fied teachers, and lack the prop-
er training and information to
report a child’s progress to a par-
ent. She said that this practice has

been “clarified” this year, though
it has always been policy. Class-
room teachers, she said, should
be reporting a child’s progress,
and in the past there have been
instances where aides have given
parents incomplete information
about their children.

She said it would be irrespon-
sible for the administration to
allow uncertified personnel to
give reports to parents about
student progress.

Despite these issues, parents
said they are still looking for
ways to work with the district,
including fundraising, if it means
aides can stay on.

Tom Marchok, who has a fifth
grade daughter with autism at
Monta Loma as well as a fourth
grade son in the district, said he
has been comforted by the fact
that district trustees and admin-
istrators have been responsive to
parents. When the proposal for
cuts first came up, and parents
called for further discussion, the
board said, “OK, we hear you
loud and clear,” he said.

Marchok noted that autism
numbers have risen dramatically
over the last decade, and that
educating a growing population
of special needs students is an
issue that many districts are
grappling with. @

—

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

MounTAIN VIEw CENTRAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Services, Worship 10:50 a.m.
Sabbath School, 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Study Groups, 10:00 a.m.
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View Office Hours 9-1 Tues - Fri

650-967-2189
-, - ¢,

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

FPCMV welcomes our new Pastor
Timothy R. Boyer.
Biblically based Sermons and
Worship Service 10:30 AM.

©Y, First Presbyterian Church
motnliuiyn view

www.fpcmv.org

1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

Los Altos Union

Presbyterian Church

858 University Ave 650-948-4361
WWW.UNIONPC.ORG
Turn East on University
off El Monte Ave.
between I-280 and Foothill Expwy

8:00 am  Worship and buffet breakfast
9:30am  Worship and buffet breakfast

9:30am  Sunday school adults
and children

11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary,
Club Sunday for Children, Nursery

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church

ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided
Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos
www.losaltoslutheran.org

To include your Church in Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 6596

or e-mail byoc @paweekly.com
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«~2009 VOLLEYBALL
- /2 CHAMPIONSHIP

DOASICN | = STANFORD, CALIFORNLIA

NCAA DIVISIONH
WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL
FIRST & SECOND
ROUNDS

Dec. 4 --Friday
5p.m. ~ St. Mary’s vs. UCSB
7 p.m. ~Stanford vs. Long [sland

Dec. 5 - Saturday
¢ p.m. ~ Winners Play

TICKETS ONLINE .

gostan

.com

(800) STANFORD

«=2009 VOLLEYBALL
7 CHAMPIONSHIP

DAASION | » STANFORD, CALIFORNIA

Thanks.

MountainView

Be sure to SHOP LOCAL
this holiday season
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LocalNews

SANTANA

» Continued from page 1

Mountain View has been with-
out a homeless shelter since the
2006 closure of the rotating,
church-based Alpha Omega shel-
ter, which served about 40 people
a year. And with the economic
recession, homelessness is up.
The cold weather shelter at the
Sunnyvale armory is “always at
full capacity,” says Jennifer Van
Every, spokesperson for EHC
Lifebuilders, which runs the shel-
ter Nov. 30 through March 31.

MacVicar is also a member of the
North County Homeless Housing
Coalition, a group of longtime
advocates for the homeless who
aim to build permanent hous-
ing for the chronically homeless
somewhere in Mountain View.
He said that if the group had more
time they would help Santana
more with his cause, which is not
in conflict with their own.

“Everybody is for it,” Santana
said. “They think it’s great. But
nobody is doing anything about
it. Nobody else is stepping up to
the plate.”

Hard times

Santana has been homeless for
three years after he lost every-
thing in an unsuccessful attempt
to return to operating his own
hauling business. He grew up
in Fremont and for much of his
life was a truck driver before he
moved to Los Altos. He once had
two children and a wife of 32
years, all of whom passed away.

He operated a successful sawdust
hauling business with his wife
for 20 years before he suffered a
cerebral hemorrhage, which he
narrowly survived. Now, he says,
he is too old to work, and gets a
$1,000 Social Security check every
month. At night Santana sleeps in
his Chevy Silverado pickup truck.

MacVicar said Santana’s home-
lessness could actually be an
asset to his cause, as many groups
who advocate for the homeless
often struggle to show that they
have support from within the
homeless community.

Santana is unlike many other
homeless people in that he has
“never had a drink in his life,”
doesn’t abuse drugs and doesn’t
suffer from a mental disorder, he
said, and he appears to keep his
distance from those who do.

Homelessness hasn’t stopped
him from having an active social
life at the Los Altos senior center.
He also spends several hours
every morning at Cuesta Park,
where he befriended park ranger
Sandy Santana (no relation), who
has made a point of vouching for
Santana and his cause.

The ideal spot
Santana’s favorite proposed

Jess Santana

location for what he likes to
call the “Silverado shelter of
Mountain View” — a name
inspired by his pickup truck —
is at 590 East Middlefield Road.
Here there is an empty county
building already equipped as a
living facility. Up until last year,
the 33,100-square-foot building
housed 118 low-level criminals,
inmates of the county’s work
furlough program.

The county has been try-
ing to sell the building to real
estate developers but rejected
several offers in June, the high-
est of which hovered around $6
million. The offers the county
received, on a cost-per-square-
foot basis, were reportedly very
low compared to what Dostart
Development paid for a similar
property nearby two years ago.

Mountain View’s representa-
tive on the county Board of
Supervisors, Liz Kniss, did not
respond to phone calls about the
property.

Intero Real Estate agent Joanne
Price is helping Santana look for
a backup location if the county
building on Middlefield doesn’t
work out. Price was signing up
to volunteer at the Los Altos
senior center when she was
asked to talk to Santana, who is
aregular there.

“When you hear him talk, you
just say, ‘Wow,” Price said. “He
himself is homeless and lives
basically in a truck. He said this
is his wish. I said, ‘Alright, let me
help you out.”

So far, Price helped Santana
find a vacant building at 685
Clyde Ave. that looks promising.
It backs up to a golf course and
sits in the middle of a neighbor-
hood of office parks and indus-
trial buildings.

A bill passed by the state Sen-
ate, SB 2, requires Mountain
View to zone an area for a home-
less shelter within one year of

MICHELLE LE

adoption of the housing element
of its new General Plan, which
could happen in 2010. Santana
said the city is supportive of
his efforts, likely because of
the zoning requirement, but he
adds that finding a place where
neighbors won’t complain about
the presence of homeless people
is a challenge.

A new model

Santana said he wants to have
no part of a shelter run by an
established operator. The shel-
ters that exist now, in his expe-
rience, are not the best places,
he said — especially for women
and children, who often have no
privacy.

Asanexample, Santana recalled
ascene at the Sunnyvale armory:
“We were going to have dinner,
and a lady was there with three
little kids. She was sitting there
trying to breast feed in front of
all these creeps,” he said, in a
place where people were “stacked
in like a bunch of hogs.”

On top of providing a separate
area for women and children,
Santana said he wants to see
social services offered, such as
medical care and employment
services.

“I think we can do it,” he said.
“We're all determined to do it.
I’ve stuck it out now for over a
year. ’'m not going to quit, T have
no intention to. I'm going to see
this thing fly.”

And at age 86, he adds, “I may
die doing it.” @

B INFORMATION

Those interested in helping
Jess Santana achieve his goal
of launching a Mountain View
homeless shelter can reach
him on his cell phone,

(650) 518-3100.
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Judge rules
against Bullis

Santa Clara County Supe-
Afior Court judge has ruled
hat the Los Altos School
District did provide adequate
facilities to Bullis Charter School.

In his ruling filed Tuesday, Nov.
24, Judge James Kleinberg said the
district “did allocate reasonably
equivalent specialized teaching
space and indoor non-teaching
space,” but also said the district
and charter must “negotiate an
agreement regarding the use of
and payment for” shared field
space between Bullis and Egan, a
neighboring middle school.

The judge also ruled that the
district’s decision to not give
Bullis Charter its own seventh
grade facilities for the 2009-10
school year was not unlawful.

In a press release, Superinten-
dent Tim Justus said the district is
“relieved” by the ruling, and that he
hopes the charter will “discontinue
its practice of continuous lawsuits.”

Ken Moore, Bullis board chair-
man, said in a letter to parents
that board members were hoping
for a different outcome, but “will
examine both legal and public
policy avenues to resolve these
matters moving forward.”

— Staff Reports

SEE Bevonp Your
ImaGINATION!
[u_lhdwlnsdmhhufm

$6,550-$1,800

=$4,750 Both Eyes

Saturday & Evening Appointmeants
Se Hobla Espofial

Shobha Tandon, MD PhD
Trained at Stonford Univer sity
Board Certifed Ophhalmologis
Cerfified LASIK Surgeon

2490 Huspﬂu! Drive #209
Mountain View, CA 94040
650-962-4626
2 Union Square, 15t Floor
Union City, CA 94587
510-431-5511
1-877-NEOVISION

www.MNeoVisionEyeCenter.com

Community Health
Education Programs

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops

Vascular Disease Outside of the Heart
Presented by Erik Price, M.D., PAMF Cardiology
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 — 8:30 p.m., 650-853-4873

Living Well Classes 650-853-2960

What You Need to Know About Warfarin
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2 — 3:30 p.m.,

Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction E -
Free orientation, Tuesday, Jan. 5,
6:30 - 9 p.m.

St
e
-

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes 650-853-2961

Adult Weight Healthy Eating with
Management Group Type 2 Diabetes
Thursdays, 5:30 - 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 10,
Bariatric Class 2:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 1, Heart Smart Class

Must attend both sessions.
Tuesdays, Dec. 15 & 22,
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m. — noon

Prediabetes

Monday, Dec. 7, 9 —
11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
Dec. 16, 4:30 - 7 p.m.

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes

Preparing for Birth Moving Through
Saturdays, Dec. 5, 12 & 19, Pregnancy
9am.-1pm, Monday, Jan. 4, 7 — 9 p.m.
650-853-2960 650-853-2960

Support Groups

Cancer Healing Imagery for
650-342-3749 Cancer Patients
CPAP 650-799-5512
650-853-4729 Kidney

B lrenas 650-323-2225
650-224-7872 Muiltiple Sclerosis
Drug and Alcohol 650-328-0179

650-853-2904

Los Altos Center

370 Distel Circle

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes

Feeding Your Toddler
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 6 — 8 p.m., 650-853-2961

Feeding Your Preschooler
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 6 — 8 p.m., 650-853-2961

Palo Alto Medical
L%‘ Foundation

A Sutter Health Affiliate

Community Based, Not For Profit

Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real

Lecture and Workshops
Understanding Our Children’s
Unique Learning Styles -
Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop Series
Presented by Elizabeth Copeland, M.D.

Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 — 8:30 p.m., 650-934-7373

Living Well Classes

Mind-Body Stress Management
(three part class)
Monday, Jan. 18, 7 — 9 p.m., 650-934-7373

HMR Weight Management Program 650-404-8260

Free orientation session. Tuesdays, Dec. 1 & 15, noon —
1 p.m., Thursdays, Dec. 10 & 17, 5 - 6:30 p.m.,

Weight Management Program 650-934-7373

Lifesteps® Weight Management (18-week program)
Starting Wednesday, Jan. 13, 6 — 7:15 p.m.

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes 650-934-7177

Healthy Living and Heart Smart Class
Controlling Diabetes Tuesday, Dec. 8,

(2 part class) 3-5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, Dec. 2 & 9, P leraas

2 -4:30 p.m., Thursday,
Tuesdays, Dec. 8 & 15, Dec. 17, 2

9:30 a.m. — noon, - 4:30 p.m.,
Wednesdays, Dec. 16 & 23, and Tuesday,

2 —4:30 p.m., Dec. 22, 3 -
Tuesdays, Dec. 22 & 29, 5:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m. — noon,

Pregnancy, Breastfeeding and Child Care Classes

Feeding Your Toddler Breastfeeding
Tuesday, Dec. 1,7 -9 p.m Monday or Tuesday,
Preparing for Baby D.ec. 7 &8, Jan. 4 or 5,
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 6:30 — 6:30 -9 p.m.

8:30 p.m. Baby Care

Infant Emergencies Sajturday, Jan. 30,10 -
R 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 23,
Jan. 6 or 20, 6 — 8:30 p.m.

For all, register online or
call 650-934-7373.
Health Resource Center 650-934-7373

Ask the Pharmacist, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1 -3 p.m.

General Social Services, Friday, Dec. 4 and Jan. 8,
1 -2 p.m., drop-in visits with our social worker

HICAP Counseling, by appointment
Advance Health Care Directive, by appointment

For a complete list of classes and class fees,
lectures and health education resources,
visit: pamf.org.
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How to Give

Your gift helps children and others in need

Contributions to the Holiday Fund
will be matched dollar for dollar, to the
extent possible, and will go directly to the

as permitted by law. All donations will be
shared equally with the seven recipient

agencies listed here.

nonprofit agencies that serve Mountain
View residents. Last year, Voice readers
contributed more than $40,000, which

with matching grants, provided more than

$10,000 to each agency
No administrative costs are deducted
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible

This year, the following agencies will be supported by the Holiday Fund:

I PARTNERS FOR NEW GENERATIONS

Trains volunteer mentors who work with local

youth in education and community programs.

M THE COMMUNITY HEALTH
AWARENESS COUNCIL
Serves Mountain View, Los Altos, Los Altos
Hills and seven school districts. Offers school-
based programs to protect students from high-

risk behaviors, such as drug and alcohol abuse.

I MOUNTAIN VIEW ROTACARE CLINIC

Provides uninsured community residents with
medical care and medications, and is frequent-

ly the last resort for this under-served clientele.

I DAY WORKER CENTER OF
MOUNTAIN VIEW
Provides a secure place for workers and
employers to negotiate wages. Serves 50 or
more workers per day with job-matching,

English lessons and guidance.

I THE SUPPORT NETWORK FOR

BATTERED WOMEN

Operates a 24-hour bilingual hotline, a

safe shelter for women and their children,
and offers counseling and other services for

families facing this problem.

Il COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF

MUSIC AND ARTS

Provides hands-on arts and music projects
in the elementary classrooms of the
Mountain View-Whisman School District.
Nearly 40 percent of the students are
low-income and 28 percent have limited

English proficiency.

Il COMMUNITY SERVICES AGENCY OF

MOUNTAIN VIEW AND LOS ALTOS
Assists working poor families, homeless and
seniors with short-term housing and medical

care and other services.

Name of donor

Amount $

Street address

City

State Zip

(A I wish to contribute anonymously.

[d 1 wish to designate my contribution as follows:

(4 In honor of: (d In memory of:

(d Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO: http://www.siliconvalleycf.org/giving-mvv.html

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: THE HOLIDAY FUND

Enclose this coupon and send to:  The Voice Holiday Fund
The Mountain View Voice, P.O. Box 405,
Mountain View, CA 94042

By Credit Card: [dVisa or dMasterCard No.

Exp. Date

Signature
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ROTACARE

» Continued from page 5

RotaCare is their last option.

“We've gotten a lot of people
who are right on the edge,”
Canning said. “They feel like
this is the last place when they
don’t know if they can go any
further.”

RotaCare, a free clinic locat-
ed next door to El Camino
Hospital, sees approximately
9,000 patients a year. The 240
volunteers who staff the clinic
— nurses, doctors, medical
students, interpreters and phar-
macists — provide services for
patients with both chronic and
immediate medical problems.

David Quincy, RotaCare’s
medical director, recalls that
when RotaCare first opened in
1996, it was “almost nothing
more than a first aid cart and a
couple of curtains in a church,
with maybe a couple of volun-
teers.” Now, patients pour in
from Mountain View, Sunny-
vale, Los Altos, Palo Alto, East
Palo Alto, Santa Clara, Cuper-
tino, and Milpitas.

Canning sees the clinic as a cir-

MICHELLE LE
Sharon Peters, left, and Lynn Wilson go over patient prescriptions in
the RotaCare pharmacy.

cle of hands where all community
members support each other.

“The people that come to the
clinic work every single day
right here,” she said. “They work
in the restaurants, they work in
the service industries, and they
work in the places that don’t
offer health benefits for them.”

“But that doesn’t mean that
they don’t support this com-
munity,” she added, “and so we
want to make sure that they’re
healthy.”

Limited by space, medical
supplies and the number of
staffers, RotaCare still man-
ages to provide for around 40
patients per night. With dona-
tions from the Mountain View
Voice’s Holiday Fund, RotaCare
hopes to increase its ability to
meet with patients in need.

“We can’t increase capacity
without the volunteers, and we
can’t increase volunteers and
tell them, ‘T'm sorry but we don’t
have all the supplies for you to
be able to see this patient,” Can-
ning explained. She added that
medication is the clinic’s biggest
expense, because the clinic fills

» See ROTACARE, page 16

Anonymous (2)....cceeeerererererenen. 200
Robert &

Lois Adams........cceeeeueereeverrereenenne 500
Anthony, Wendy &

Kaiya Chang.......ccccoeeeerreenrennees 1000
Jeffrey Davis....cooovevereereireenne 100
Barry & Julie Groves................... 50
Roy & Janet Hayter......cc.oocenue. 500
Leslie C. &

Anita N. Nichols ....c.ccccoovrrvirnnee. 100
Irving &

Renee Statler........ccocoeeeeeerennnee. *¥
Edward M. Yu....cooeeeereeee. 500
In honor of

YMCA Body

Pump Instructors.........ccoccveeenne. 100

Holiday Fund Donations

In memory of

Evan Christopher Rauch............... 50
Henry Henning, Jr. ....ccooovninennee. 50
My Teacher Father........cccccocoeenee. 50
Gift

Evan Christopher Rauch.............. 50
Henry Henning, Jr. ..c.ccoovvvninnennee. 50
My Teacher Father......cc.cccocevuuneee. 50

TOTALS: As of November 30, 2009,
a total of 15 donors have given
$3,400 to the Mountain View
Voice Holiday Fund.

** The asterisk designates that the donor
did not want to publish the amount of the gift
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MYV: Waiting List Open

COUNCIL

» Continued from page 1

followed through on his promise
for a project “indistinguishable
as affordable” when he presented
a plan for a 5l-unit, four-story
apartment building to go on
the site north of Castro where
a Caltrain overflow parking lot
currently sits.

Council member Jac Siegel,
often a stickler about the quality
of housing projects, said he had
shown the plans to various people
and that none had an “inkling” it
was affordable housing.

But council member John
Inks said he was concerned that
the project — which the city is
subsidizing — wouldn’t be so
affordable.

“Project costs are something
we should be looking at,” Inks
said. He pointed out that at an
estimated $26 million, the 51
units would cost an average
of $500,000 to build, which is
“above market rate” for con-
struction costs.

The project is aimed at house-
holds earning less than 60 percent
of the area’s median income,
which comes to $64,000 a year or
less for a family of four. It includes
arange of one, two and three bed-
room units, ranging from 750 to
1,150 square feet in size.

The city plans to use $7 mil-
lion of its own below market rate
housing funds for the project,
and it is paying ROEM, which
will build and run the complex,
$484,575 for its design.

The conceptual design shows a
C-shaped building surrounding
a central courtyard facing condo
dwellers next door at 108 Bryant
St. It puts much of the building at
least 80 feet away from the neigh-
boring three-story condo complex,
but only 25 feet away at the ends of
the two wing sections — a detail
which concerned neighbors.

Neighbors also were concerned
about a proposed underground
parking garage driveway that
would run along their prop-
erty line a few feet from their
windows, with an entrance on
Evelyn Avenue and an exit along
an alley behind the Tied House
restaurant. The City Council
supported a design alternative
that would put the driveway exit
and entrance on Evelyn Avenue,
protecting a heritage oak tree on
the 108 Bryant property line in
the process, but requiring five
tandem parking spaces to meet
the 1.8 spaces per unit require-
ment from the city.

There was much discussion
about the design of the building’s
fourth story, which has six units
set back to make the structure
appear to be only three stories
from the street. Most council
members agreed that the view
from the street was less important

than the impact of the “massing”
on the neighbors at 108 Bryant,
and suggested the six units be
moved away from the courtyard
and towards the street.

The council almost unani-
mously supported a “traditional”
Mediterranean architectural
design, featuring a tile roof, over
a “contemporary” design with
square lines, though council
member Laura Macias said the
traditional design looked like lots
of other recent developments. |

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at
ddebolt@myv-voice.com

COURTESY IMAGE

This bird’s eye view from the corner of Evelyn and Franklin streets
shows the “contemporary design” of developer ROEM'’s proposed
affordable housing development. A “traditional design,” supported by
council members, features peaked tile roofs.

DOWNTOWN

IBR Senior

Apartments

SR Fountains Apts

2005 San Ramon Ave., Mtn. View

(650) 966-1060

Every Tues. 9am-12pm Only
Every Thurs. 1-4pm Only
To Open Permanently

*Income limits and monthly rents
subject to change with median
income of Santa Clara Co. Section 8
Certificates and Vouchers Accepted.

Beos/ WL T s

Unique Shops For Unique ChilAven

A Ajpout (Mom & Me

ffinelmaternityidehildrenisfessentials]

SPECIALIZING
IN THE BEST
OF BABY
ESSENTIALS

Think-ets Genius.

Bx

220 State Street #1, Los Altos, Ca 94022

650.941.1858 ® Mon-Sat: 10am-6pm

Children's Clothing
& Shoes
Children’s Gift Items

CALTTHING, MATERNITY
Books

ALL YEAR 'ROUND
DOWNTOWN LOS ALTOS

Dum Dee thhe Wihele Raafily

creative family or group gathering.

‘-. .%
/'%l

ADVENTURE TOYS

Holiday fun for your

NEW
AWARD
WINNING

173 Main St., Los Altos CA
650.941.6043

ARION

JAcoKsTONS

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING
AND SHOES FOR
BOYS & GIRLS
Infants to Size 14

Now Open Sundays 12-4pm
Open Friday Nights till 8pm

LINDEN TREE

CHILDREN’'S RECORDS & BOOKS

www.lindentreebooks.com
650) 949-3390

170 State Street, Los Altos

Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30 am-5:30pm
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Thts Holiday Season .~

Think Siop. Buy... LOCAL

QL)

L)

.

eeky monkey /s
oyYs /

640 Santa Cruz Avenue, Downtown Menlo Park
650.328.7975

Compl)'mentaly gift wrapping & assembly

Expires Dec. 24, 2009. One coupon per customer. Offer subject
to further restrictions: ask a sales associate for details.

Coupon code (online too!): LOCAL09
New expanded website with free in-store pickup!

www.cheekymonkeytoys.com

20% off any one item!

Puihy

DELIVERED LOCALLY - SHIPPED NATIONWIDE!
ORDER ONLINE! WWW.DRAEGERS.COM
1-800-642-9463

20% Off
Cook Books

with coupon

(Offer may not be combined with any other
promotions. Limit 3 books per customer.
Offer good through 12/9/09.)

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(650) 324-4321 www.keplers.com
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HOMETOWN
PENINSULA

INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ALLIANCE

Why we should
shop locally this

holiday season

‘ x Jhen you are shopping for the holidays, remember

your community and support your locally owned
independent businesses. When you do, more of the dollars
you spend remain in the local community compared to big

box and chain stores.

Local merchants know the community and are experts
in selecting merchandise that is based on what you like and
want. Shop with awareness. In a down economy with many

businesses at risk, you are voting with your dollars. If you
value a diverse local economy, choose to support these and
other independent, locally owned businesses.

Co lections

Fine Gifts and Jewelry from Around the World

K rinkiles

WhimsicaL KRiNKLES REINDEERS

Prancer, Buitzen, Comer, Cupip,

DaNceRr, DAsHER, Donna, VIXEN

AvarasLe Now!

We gift wrap and send.

- 342 State Street, Los Altos 650-948-019

|
=

The Great Frame Up

S A S T W

120% OFF

| complete custom
Jraming order
o | (Through 12/31/09)

1047 El Camino Real
Menio Park .
£ 650.323.1097
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 6:00
‘Next to Su Hong

L
+ - e T
K . l
A
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Your local putronage Wil make @ .~
MaJor ddjferonce to-our comminity s

hollday season. ... thanks/

THE VERY BEST FOR LESS

Here are some good reasons to ¢ It helps the environment. “Best On The Peninsula’ “Dealer Of The Year"
. . 8an Francisco Examiner Consumer Business Review 2009
shop at locally owned businesses Buying locally saves : N
this holiday season and all year: transportation fuel. Plus you
It k dollars i get products that you know are g Sop . -
e |t keeps dollars in our economy. o e %
p Y safe and well made, because our 40%-OFF SALE ‘©N NOW!' 4

For every $100 a consumer
spends, local businesses give
back $68 to the local economy, = It nurtures our community.

neighbors stand behind them. Origha Ol gl 2-20:05

chain stores only give back $43. Studies show that local
= It makes us unique. There’s businesses donate to ' ' -
no blace like thg Péninsulal community causes at more than TOM'S OUTDOOR FURNITURE
P : ' twice the rate of chains. i KA SR O e it
Homegrown businesses are part
of what makes us special. = |t conserves tax dollars.
: Spending locally ensures that :
= |t creates local jobs. Local P I J ¢ y ens ted The Gift of
businesses are the best at YOUT 5765 1axes are Ternvestea. 5/ m{
creating higher paying jObS for e they belong, ”ght e 1 “ o
; ' our community.
our neighbors. y y the most
h t : | valuable gift
: : _ & beyond.
This message is brought to you by Hometown Peninsula,
an alliance of locally-owned independent businesses. We strive to maintain our unique
community character, to educate local residents that purchasing locally creates a strong local
economy and bring back the vibrant hometown to our communities that is being displaced by J:HY(:DIAF}\I@&??PEMY
H H H amino heal, ivienio Far
national chains and online stores. §50-321-0550  www.lydianacademy.com

S
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$32 PRIX FIXE HOLIDAY MENU "OIMAN
THREE COURSES:

e BUTTER LETTUCE & HAZELNUT SALAD
e CALIFORNIA ANGUS BURGER

e PEPPERMINT ICE CREAM SANDWICH \ HumierDouglas O " 2 ;'- L. “‘.,ﬂ
BEGINS DECEMBER 2ND ; Bxcprional Serie / ELULLI L @,

1139 Chestnut St. Since 1989 Vindow Fasorens Gallery

898 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE Downtown Menlo Park Show; & Service
NIENLEE PARR 0 G50.853¢0008 650.325.2965 ¢ Mon-Sat 11-6 1047 EI Camino Real ® Menlo Park ° 650-853-9000

WWW.RESTAURANTMARCHE.COM
www.PeninsulaGallery.net
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EntirelyPets.com 1.800.889.8947

GIVE THE GIFT OF GOOD HEALTH THIS HOLIDAY!

Colder weather means stiffer joints, give your pet
Y Cosequin for optimal joint function.

#1 VET RECOMMENDED JOINT SUPPLEMENT
Cosequin plays an important role in maintaining optimal joint function. Healthy
cartilage is crucial for proper joint mobility. Cosequin helps support cartilage production
and protect existing cartilage from breakdown. From daily walks to winter naps,
Cosequin allows your pet to enjoy their everyday activities.

- COSEQUIN ALSO AVAILABLE AT -

ALPINE

Animal Hospital

Our Wellness Services include:
i: Heartworm/Tick Disease Testing
Flea Control
Vaccinations
Dentistry & Oral Surgery
Surgical Services
Spay & Neuter
Fecal Parasite Exams
Microchipping
Geriatric Pet Care
Health Certificates For Travel

Veterinarian
Recommended

(650) 969-8555

AlpineVetOnline.com

2460 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040

R S

Holiday’Shi

A
Have you considered making small gift baskets for the loved ones
on your shopping list? We have all kinds of interesting businesses around town that have

items that would be perfect. Gift baskets are easy to assemble and they give the recipient
the feeling that some time and effort was put into their gift.

WHAT'S
GOING ON THIS

GERMAN SCHOOL HOSTS
HOLIDAY MARKET

The German International
School of Silicon Valley will
hold its annual German Holiday
Market on Saturday, Dec. 5 from
noon to 6 p.m.

Volunteers will sell wreaths,
homemade cookies, Stollen, kinder-
punsch and coffee and espresso.
Barbequed German sausages and
crepes will also be available.
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The market will feature sev-
eral vendors and their holiday gift
ideas, including jewelry, glass ware,
pottery, books, oil and vinegar.

Children can participate in
a variety of craft activities,
and Santa Clause will make an
appearance at 3 p.m.

Students of the school will
perform German and English
holiday songs in the school’s
multipurpose room beginning at
2 p.m. The lineup for an outdoor

HOLIDAY FAIR
Fine Crafts @ Local Artists
December 11,12, 13,2009
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-5

Hoover House
(aka"“The Girl Scout House™)
1 120 Hopkins, Palo Alto

for information:
650-625-1736 or TheArtifactory@aol.com

made it yourself!

Start by selecting a small basket, a pretty box or even a bowl or other kitchen container
that could be filled with gift items. Be sure to include a gift certificate to a restaurant or
store that follows the theme of the basket.

Here are some possible themes that you might consider then making the gifts: Coffee or
Tea Lover, Indian Cooking Extraordinaire, Book Worm, Expert Gardener, Healthy Living,
Beauty Queen, Golf Anyone?, Chocoholic, A-Day-At-The-Spa, Football Fan, Dog Lover,
Remodel Your House, or even an “I Love Mountain View" gift basket.

Now get started. Be sure to shop locally and support Mountain View businesses when
filling your gift basket, then wrap it with clear cellophane paper and tie a red ribbon on top.
They'll know how much you care when they see that you shopped in Mountain View and

For ideas on things-to-do around Mountain View,
please visit the ilovemv.org website.

MountainView

VOICE

@xpress.

performances by the school band,
The Unbeatables, as well as Metal
Etch, a classic rock cover band.

FOOTHILL STUDENTS SELL
HAND-MADE CERAMICS

If it’s not too late, get over to
the Foothill College Ceramics
Department’s annual Holiday
Pottery Sale, taking place Dec.
1-3 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
Foothill’s Cesar Chavez Plaza.

Hosted by the Ceramics Depart-
ment and Claybodies club, the
Pottery Sale features handmade
ceramics and sculptures hand-
crafted by students in class. Items
for purchase include bowls, vases,
hand-built figures and more, with
all proceeds going to benefit the
Ceramics Department.

Patrons can purchase gifts with
cash, check or money order — no
credit cards. For more informa-
tion, call (650) 949-7584.

— Kelsey Mesher

hink.Shop.Buy.

‘7

Chadamibaay

Mountain View
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WHAT’S GOING ON THIS 220&/%

Cops that Care seeks
gifts for local children

s it does every year around
Athe holidays, the Mountain

View Police Department is
looking for new, unwrapped toys
and clothing, as well as gift cards
and cash, for its “Cops that Care”
program.

Now in its seventh year, Cops
that Care aims to provide holiday
gifts to children whose families
may not have the means to pur-
chase gifts on their own. This
year, police expect that 1,700
local children through age 18 will
visit the “North Pole” — i.e. the

Police Department — on Satur-
day, Dec. 19 to select a toy or gift
item from among the donations.

Donations before that time
can be brought directly to the
Police Department at 1000 Villa
St. Checks should be made out

to the Mountain View Police
Activities League (MVPAL),
with “Cops that Care” indicated
in the comment section.

Last year, police had to make
a last-minute push to receive
enough toys from the commu-
nity, so the sooner donations are
made, the better.

The actual event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Parents
must provide some type of proof
to verify their child’s affiliation
with Mountain View, such as a
driver’s license with a Mountain
View address, a school report
card or student ID card.

For more information, contact
Officer Ron Cooper at (650)
903-6712. m

— Kelsey Mesher

Give the
Gift of an
Avenidas

Village
Membership

+ Independent

450 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA
650-289-5405

www.avenidasvillage.org

“No Need for Mom or Me
to Worry Anymore!”

A cost-effective support system to keep your parents:

¢+ Mobile & Active
¢ Connected & Safe

=Avenidas.

Village

Bay Area Store www.99ranch.com

{89y 99 RANCH

2 |bs/ bag

.......

. Asian Taste Horizon Organic
:Corn Oil '88 0z Large Brown Eggs

Chwas Rega! Premmm

g Scotch Whisky, s1

(with tumblers)
750 ml + TAX

=) ohnme Walker
» BIack Label
“4. (with tumblers) s
. 750 ml + TAX

Robert Mondav:

{ Private Selection Wine

Cabgrnet Sauvignon/ Chardonnay/ |

P' t NBiT/ Merttagef’ Merlot/ Zinfandel
750 ml + TAX

n“NTAIN 1350 Grant Rd.,

Mountain View,
CA 94040

VIEW STnnE Tel: 650.966.8899

Be sure to

SHOP LOCAL

this holiday season

MountainView

Thanks. VOICE

Offer only good while supplies last. Not respcnsmle for typographical
or pictorial errors. We reserve the right to correct all printed errors.

Mnuntain\liewonﬁne.cnm

MountainView

VOICE

TOWN SQUARE

We Carry A Complete Line Of Top Fabrics From Over 50 Leading Manufacturers

' R
Sterling Custom Upho|stery M COVE

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA

(At Miramonte — behind Baskin-Robbins)

(650) 961'8700 ST;Ota’ Price For Labor
Plus the gt ofaicgzrd Couch or Chajr
Our 43rd Year! s,,,ﬁfe Of fabrics, Lapor ,Ilfcﬁ°5f§§'60t 10m 0ur Gomp e
Free Pick-up & Delivery ¢ No Job Too Large Or Too Small f:lleg :,’;gnwe d"f:g' repai. Additiorfasloc'l?::udesf me, ¢
Charged at g anneling, Cysy ge for cushiop

Stomer gy,
ust Presag:ta[rld’ o oo :J)Z','wd "
Pon ¢ Expires 1/10/10)/[1l "

FREE

Call For Free Estimate Or visit Our Showroom Today!

www.sterlingcustomupholstery.com
State Licensed & Owner Operated. Fully Insured

Visa _’__“: -g

egular v, o .
e rh;aslu e $12.50 plus 1/2 Yard of fal: Cham
Coupon only. Expires 2/10/10nc
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Friday/Dec 4: 7pm Sétu'”r-d'*ay Dec 5: 1pm'&Y¥/pm
Sunday Dec 6: 12pm &3:30pm

Molntain View Center for the Performmg Arts

Foritickets call: 650- 903 6000 - Onlme at: MVCPA!com

Nutcracker Sweet Tea 3pm Saturdmﬁer performance
Tickets required

A

B Shoprocal D

Mountain View, CA
Where Change Begins

And Boost Our Local Economy

SCHOOL DONATION GOAL: $10,000!

Shop Local is a joint initiative between local businesses, the
Chamber of Commerce Mountain View and the Mountain View
Education Foundation to raise money for local shools.

Businesses Proudly Participating:

 View Edus

Il‘l'f PO. Box 391557, Min. VIeW
650-526-3500 x1030

www.mvef.org

%ﬁ_

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

bakinBRowbrs  (Z2erde-  HELMINGS
1249 W. EI Camino RI. e R B LD
Mtn. View 2037 Old Middlefield W 2520 Wyandotte St #G
650-040-9831 7 et ey Mitn. View
www.baskinrobbins.com 650 96 1-0302 650-988-0460
~J01- www.helmings.com

www.deansautomotive.com

RutoWashs

M T S 650 Castro St., Mtn. View
2526 Leghorn St., Mtn. View www.leboulanger.com
650-492-5443

Participating Community
Service Member
www.kmvt15.org

www.autoworks.com

BLAY IT AGAIN
SPORTS

133 E. EI Camino Real,

g ]
L/ )Prodigy)

Fraschool & Daycers Cantar

the smarter way

830 E. EI Camino RI., Mtn. View

Jittleprodi hool. www.pegpay.com Mtn. View
e oas a0 " 650-988-6800
www.playitagainsports-sanjose.com
T sty -
= N g’:“ e milc
SPECTRUM FINE HOMES, INC. “qiEnHoug: “
Min. View V e i
650-960-2449 1000 Fremont Ave., Suite 270

www.SpectrumFineHomes.com 954 Villa St., Mtn. View
650-965-2739

www.tiedhouse.com

Los Altos
650-948-2528
drized @gmail.com
www.LizZed.com

Visit the ilovemv.org Web site, click on the Shop Local

Visit the new business to

Mountain View for a -
Younger Looking You ,r’
AESTHETIC™®
SKIN CARE CENTER
Exclusively offered 4 ’
in the Bay Area @
L]
OXYGEN
24G%?RDAT REJUVENATION
Faciar micc
ACNE
CLEANSING 20% OFF
FaciaL FIRST VISIT

Visit us at: 854 Villa ntain View ° 650-386-6665

THE 23RD ANNUAL LOS ALTOS

KIWANIS TREE LOT

CAUALITY NOBLE FIRS, WHREATHS, GARLANDS & CENTERPIECES

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
3:00pm—7:30pm

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
9:00 am - 6:00pm

WVisit s it the Locky™s parking lot, Foothill Espressway and Arboretium,

Al proceeds benefir yvour local seltools and other commmity oF gani Zarions

Grant Road
P,
o

Homestead

N\

N

For more info: call (650) 985-59900

iy o Foathill Xpwy |
or visit www Josalioskiwanis.org

Arboreium

WHAT’S GOING ON THIS 77/0%
[

ROTACARE

» Continued from page 10

prescriptions for free.

The clinic serves urgent care
patients, including the growing
number coming in during this
year’s flu season.

“Sometimes, I'll see a patient
who has been very ill and I just
think, Tm so glad this place is
here for them,” said volunteer
Anna Likens, a nurse from
Sunnyvale. “If they hadn’t come
in that night, I don’t know what
the outcome would be.”

The clinic also gives free flu
shots for both seasonal flu and
HINI. Prioritizing high-risk
patients, RotaCare gave 78 vac-
cines last week.

In addition to providing urgent
care, RotaCare sees patients with
chronic illnesses like diabetes
and hypertension. Doctors and
nurses educate these patients
on how to manage their illness
and live a healthier lifestyle, said
Jeanne Hsu, a nurse who volun-
teers at the clinic twice a month.

By spending extra time with
patients to teach them to care for
themselves, RotaCare’s resources
are better used: Chronic patients
become stabilized, leaving room
for others.

Additionally, it helps those
patients live better, more suc-
cessful lives, said medical direc-
tor Quincy.

“Its sort of foundational to
what primary care is,” he said.
“It’s not just giving a pill; it is
teaching a patient, a person, how
to better care for themselves.” m

E-mail Dana Sherne at
dsherne@myv-voice.com

Kozy Brothers

De Martini Orchard

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
650-948-0881

LeBypulanger.

CaLIF. GROWN

Broe¢ Ol.l
Crowns

FresH From
SAanNTA
Maria

Ls, FresH FRUIT BASKET

LocaL DEeLIVERY AVAILABLE

Driep FruiTt Travy
Reapy TO SHIP
GuLace Frult
DirPED APRICOTS

Raw SHELLED
ALMONDS WALNUTS

BRuUSSEL 300
SPrROUTS &5

Comice 99&

Pears

¢ et $4 it

Driep LocaL

Orecanic Locau 9
K RED OR
GREEN BUN

Orcanic LocaL APRIcOTs

Foron Preck and
,ﬂwm 2l Beoor 2/02/0 thu 12/05/0%

FI.ORII)A InpiaN RIVER

GRAPEFRUITS

o 3 99¢
Breaies m5°

Juicy

LocaL GROWN

APPLE$9 8.

OrcaNIC SPRING 9

2 | Satap Mix w.

MEDJOOI. DATES CRANBERRIES
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B WHAT'S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact
phone number. Published letters will also appear
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com,
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL your views to
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate
if it is a letter to be published.

to: Editor

Mountain View Voice,

P.0. Box 405

Mountain View, CA 94042-0405

the Viewpoint desk at
964-6300

MAIL

CALL

B EDITORIAL
THE OPINION OF THE VOICE

Howls over owl
habitat misplaced

e hope the city can find a way to preserve foraging

space at Shoreline for a small population of bur-

rowing owls and still build a 12-acre playing field
complex that has been in the planning stages for more than
two years — and in the dreams of youth sports organizers for
much longer than that.

The flap over the owls was stirred up a few weeks ago by
an op-ed article on these pages suggesting that the city’s new
fields might push out the endangered owls for good. Among
other things, the piece, written by representatives of the Santa
Clara Valley Audubon Society, called on the City Council to
create a burrowing owl preserve at Shoreline.

The stance took most locals by surprise, especially those
who have been working for years to get the city to set aside
space for new sports fields. During two previous discussions
council held on the proposed fields at Shoreline, no one from
the Audubon Society ever appeared or commented on the
plan.

One fact not mentioned by the Audubon Society article
is that the city already is preserving more than 100 acres of
foraging space for the owls, which feed on mice, voles and
insects. And a new foraging area could be created at Shoreline
to mitigate any loss as a result of the playing fields, accord-
ing to assistant public works director Mike Fuller. Such a job
would involve landscaping existing park areas to attract the
owl’s prey.

It should also be noted that the playing field proposal is not
threatening owl burrows directly, and that the city already
maintains owl habitat under a “burrowing owl management
plan.” Phil Higgins, a city-employed biologist who counts the
owls every week, oversees the plan.

Over the years, owl populations at Shoreline have fluctu-
ated widely, with only three pairs and four chicks counted in
1998, increasing to a high of 13 pairs and 22 chicks in 2003.
The owls are not native to the reclaimed landfill of the 500-
acre Shoreline preserve, but “basically, they came,” said senior
planner Scott Plambaeck. “That happens.”

As the Audubon authors said in their article, Mountain
View has managed to hold on to its owl population, while the
birds have vanished altogether from neighboring Palo Alto
and Sunnyvale. But a charge that the city is choosing to move
its owls off the Garcia Avenue site by purchasing habitat in the
East Bay is incorrect. With more than 100 acres of foraging
territory at Shoreline, there is already more than adequate ter-
ritory to carry the current burrowing owl population.

Given the sensible management and ongoing vigilance of
city staff, we see no need to put the brakes on construction of
the new city playing fields. There is no reason to pick a win-
ner, or to see this as an either/or proposition; both groups can
be accommodated within Shoreline’s 500 acres.

B LETTERS
VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

SETTING THE RECORD
STRAIGHT ON PTSD

Editor:

I'would like to correct a mislead-
ing statement in the Voice article
“MV Reads Inspires Discussion
on PTSD” of Nov. 23. In the article,
it appears that I was referring
to Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
when I was, in fact, referring to
traumatic experiences.

In my remarks to the Voice, I
intended to convey that it would
be very difficult for a book for
young children to depict traumatic
experiences accurately because
such experiences are inherently
terrifying or horrible, and it would
be inappropriate to describe those
in detail.

Eve Carlson
Awalt Drive
PRESERVE OWL HABITAT
AT SHORELINE
Editor:

I would like to lend my voice
in support of preservation of
the burrowing owls that nest in
Shoreline Park, a cause which was
so thoughtfully outlined by Shani
Kleinhaus and Bob Power in your
Nov. 20 Viewpoint section (“Save
Shoreline’s burrowing owls”).

These owls cannot defend them-
selves, so we must be their voice.
The biodiversity and natural wild-
life habitats in this county have
slowly been eroded since I moved
here in 1959, and this is an oppor-
tunity to take a stand in nature’s
defense.

An owl preserve at Shoreline
Park would give my children and
grandchildren a lasting oppor-
tunity to see these owls not only
survive, but perhaps thrive and

which would also benefit.

Why encroach on their territory,
which could be fatal for some spe-
cies, with plans for an athletic field?
There must be areas already avail-
able for such endeavors that would
not adversely impact existing wild-
life. Let Mountain View be known
in the bird and nature communities
as the mecca for viewing these
beautiful creatures, while giving
our own community a lasting gift
of environmental protection.

Catherine Trejo
Sunnyview Lane

CALTRAIN PLAN SHOULD
ACCOMMODATE BIKES

Editor:

Caltrain’s Draft Short Range
Transit Plan recognizes the impor-
tance of the “last mile” connection
between its stations and the final
destination. While shuttle services
work for some, they don’t work for
people whose schedule can run late
or whose location is not served by
shuttles.

Many people find the bike
onboard to be a good solution to
the “last mile” problem, and the
usage was growing at 40 percent
before bumping started. Bikes
onboard are much more cost effec-
tive than shuttles and also better
for the environment.

Caltrain’s recently expanded
bike capacity helps address pent-
up demand, but the plan should
anticipate demand growth to 2018
to avoid being surprised. Even
with the recent expanded capacity,
bicyclists are still being bumped.
Caltrain should make a commit-
ment to expand onboard bicycle
capacity to meet future demand.
Doing so will bring needed rev-
enue and riders to Caltrain.

multiply. Wetlands give homes Eric Nordman
to other precious species as well, Palo Alto
l THE HUNDRED YARD FLoss
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o Blodeless, CustomLASIK Surgery

* [otomet Semgery (Medsfoonl Lens Implonts)

® Sufurelass Prerygium Sumery

® (oumetic Focial Sungery - Loser Eyeld Surgery
* [Dighetic Eye Core - Gloucoma Monogement

= Maculor Degenerotion Evaluation

# Computerized Vision Exom (Adults & Chidren
® Hooters - Floshes o Allesgies & Infecion:
» Petinal Detochment o Desiprer Glasses

* Dy Eye . Eﬂll'-_'r| Lenses

* lozy By

Snlr.lrdu-f& Evenin Eg Appmlmenh
%e Hobla Expanol

(Shobha Tandon, MD Fhl:l
Troined of Stanford Universi

erdeﬂﬁedOphﬂ-dmologq
Certified LASIK Surgeon

N‘_EQH'I SION eve denren
. i
2490 Hospital Drive #209 2 Union Square, 15t Floor

Mouedoin View, CA 94040 Union Gy, (A 94587
650-962-4626 §10-431-5511

1-877-NEOVISION

wowrw, MeoVision E?'eCenlE_r.cﬂm

J@gﬁ Fn ee
DINNER .

| Buy 1dinner entrée |
~ &receive 2nd entrée |

of equal or lesser 1
value FREE

Must present coupon,
limit 2 coupons per table

|

|

|

Expires 12/15/09 |
Not valid on FRI or SAT |
|

|

|

|

FREE Delivery on orders
of $100% or more

THE voIce

200

2700 W. €l Camino Real
(across from Lozano Car Wash)
Mountain View, CA 94040

650.948.0123
Fax 650.948.0125

|
1
1
| 35 to 40 item Lunch Buffet everyday
i
i
1

El Camlno Real

Advertise in the Voice - 650-964-6300

A Free Gift

for You...

m

when you purchase
a minimum of $25

in Le Boulanger
Grift Cards!

Offer valid from November 27th
through December 24th, 2009

16 Bakery/cafes including,

Los Altos « Sunnyvale -

Mountain View - el Paseo de Saratoga

South San Jose - Los Gatos - Redwood City - Cupertino

San Mateo - Campbell - San Carlos -

Evergreen

Redwood City - Menlo Park - Camden - Willow Glen
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A wall of one’s own

GRAFFITI ARTISTS AREN'T CRIMINALS; THEY JUST
NEED A PLACE TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES

By Jose Villanueva
Iwas arrested when I was 13

years old for doing graffiti at

Crittenden Middle School.
Part of my punishment was 24
hours of community service and
a $300 fine.

Although at first I did not take
getting caught seriously, I came
to realize it was hurting my
family. They were disappointed
in me and could
be forced to pay
more money if I got
caught again. So
I promised myself
I would not do it
again. Now I keep
my art on paper.

Isit fair that graf-
fiti artists should
be afraid of get-
ting arrested every
time they create
art? Graffiti is an
art form, but to the
public it seems like
vandalism because
it is mostly done on
property that the artists do not
own.

To avoid this conflict, we
should have a designated place
where artists can express them-
selves freely. The designated
area would be a wall in a public
park, or the side of an apart-
ment building, or wherever the
community thinks it is OK. This
location should be some place
where people could reach it eas-
ily. Both the public and the art-
ists would benefit from having a
designated place for art.

This artistic area would be
important for the public because
it would cut down on the graf-
fiti in other places. It would be a
relief for the artists to be able to
express themselves freely with-
out breaking the law. The public
would benefit because the art
would encourage people to think
more about what is going on in
the world. This place would be
enjoyable for both the public to
visit and the artists to create. The
public would be fascinated to see
imaginative art and the artists

Graffiti is an art
form, but to the
public it seems like
vandalism because
it is mostly done on
property that the
artists do not own

would be having fun doing their
own designs.

This designated area for graffiti
would be good for everyone, but
many steps are needed to make it
happen. First, there should be a
community survey to find where
this area could be located. Sec-
ond, there should be a letter writ-
ten to the City Council to see if
this idea and specific area could
be approved.
In addition,
guidelines on
what could and
could not be
done would be
required. Both
the artists and
the public would
need to define
the guidelines.
Every once in a
while they could
meet again and
see how these

rules were
working and, if
needed, could

change them.

Anyone could go to this “Art
Wall” to express their art; not
only graffiti artists but also
painters, sketchers, poets or
people who have a statement to
make. This art wall would not
be vandalism; it would be “fine
art.” To some beholders it would
be fine art immediately, and over
time more people might grow
to appreciate these types of art.
Also, over time, spectators could
become creators and add to the
ongoing process. The art wall
would be like a free exhibit.

In my view, this art wall would
bring the community and artists
together, make graffiti art legiti-
mate, and allow graffiti artists to
create their art freely and openly. @

Jose Villanueva is a junior at
Mountain View High School.
This piece was written as part of
the JustREAD program, and was
originally published last May in
The Oracle, the school’s student
newspaper.
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B RESTAURANT REVIEW

B MOVIE TIMES

MW BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

MICHELLE LE

The Kitchen Table Salad has mixed greens, shaved carrots, roasted beets, grilled green beans, and
preserved lemon vinaigrette.

BMRESTAURANTREVIEW

As kosher as it gets

THE KITCHEN TABLE ON CASTRO STREET
IN MOUNTAIN VIEW IS ONE OF A KIND

By Sheila Himmel

any restaurants struggle
to stand out from the
crowd. Not a problem

for The Kitchen Table, celebrat-
ing six months of strictly kosher
dining in Mountain View.

It is definitely open for Christmas.

The Kitchen Table claims title
as Northern California’s only
certified glatt kosher, sit-down,
meat-serving restaurant. Glatt
kosher is generally considered
the highest standard of Jewish
dietary laws (although he word
glatt actually means “smooth,” in
reference to wholesomeness and
quality). No pork, shellfish or
dairy products cross The Kitchen

Table’s threshold. The restaurant
closes for Shabbat, the Jewish
Sabbath — from 2:30 p.m. Fri-
day until dinner on Saturday.

Also unique, at The Kitchen
Table the vegetarian daughter
can sit down with the lactose-
intolerant aunt, the lamb-loving
uncle, the mom who is allergic
to gluten, and all will enjoy the
meal. You don’t have to be, or
even understand, kosher.

The idea behind The Kitchen
Table is to set a place for every-
one. Even for people without
cars, as the restaurant lies a block
from the Caltrain station.

Everything is made from

» See THE KITCHEN TABLE, page 20

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

RVATIONS
PARTY!

INGIRES)
nOLIDAY

o
VAILABIAL
AL

Hours:

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
Www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Ciao Bella!

t didn't take long for businesswoman, Bella Awdisho, to recognize something

was missing in Mountain View. After long research, it became apparent that
finding a one-of-a-kind restaurant to bring to the Mountain View area would not
be easy. “I just could not see opening another run-of-the-mill restaurant in an
area filled with such innovation” said Mrs. Awdisho. Her search ended when she
found Pizzeria Venti, a small boutique pizzeria based in Italy.

Her introduction to Italian cuisine was in-depth, to say the least. It began with

a culinary arts program that included training under the Tuscany sun. “The
training was really eye-opening. | learned about the nuances of true Italian
cooking; about the quality and passion that goes into every dish. It's amazing.”
said Bella. “ Covering everything from pasta and sauces to the tradition of Italy
famous "pizza al taglio” or pizza by the cut, the training was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience which is simply not available to most restaurateurs.”

Traveling in Italy

Awdisho said that she was extremely anxious to start her own Pizzeria Venti
right here in Mountain View. “I recognized the uniqueness of our location,”
she noted “so | put many resources into the marketing of the location. We
continue to offer to our customers many of the dishes | was introduced to in

Italy.” So successful was this introduction that Awdisho had to double the size of
her kitchen, adding additional equipment to handle the demand. Executive Chef,
Marco Salvi, the training chef in Italy, provided many new recipes for use in her
restaurant. Chef Marco provided some insight “The ingredients say it all. We work
to provide a finished dish which will honor its origins and create a wonderful
experience for our customers.”

Authenticity — Not just a word

Each new dish is hand selected with an eye towards authenticity. Even its

rustic style pizza has a bit of Italia in it, made daily on-premise and using only
imported water from Italy. “For me, one of the most important components of the
training in Italy was the cultural understanding of these recipes. | was able to bring
this back to our customers,” said Bella. She continues, “I know our customers really
appreciate what we do. We are so grateful that they allow us our passion.”
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Wild Salmon Baked

In an

Almond Crust
$23.95

Complimentary glass
of house wine with
mention of this ad.

Exp. 129-09

Dinner 5:30-9:30pm

Ph: 650-964-3321

French Restaurant since 1989
1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

FREE
DELIVERY

(with min. order)

I § THE VOICE I § THE VOICE

! %THE VOICE I %THE VOICE
I % THE VOICE l %THF VOICE

CI’'S

ANV i |

EAST COAST PIZZERIA

GREAT PASTAS - FRESH SALADS

790 Castro Street

Mountain View THE BEST
(1 block from El Camino) PIZZA WEST OF
NEW YORK
(650) 961-6666  _Raiph Barbieri KNBR 680

GRAND
RE-OPENING!

Taqueria TAPATIO"S Gril
50% OFF

ANY LUNCH PLATE

With purchase of another lunch plate
of equal or lesser value

* Must present coupon.Valid | lam-2pm every day. Expires 12/18/09.
AN EE EE EE N BN BN BN BN BN BN B B B B S

580 N Rengstorff Ave - Mountain View Ca
650.265.1608

T OW

P OoLLY bulsSinessS.

Advertise in the Voice - 650-964-6300
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Weekend

MICHELLE LE

The Kitchen Table house cured pastrami with house-made sourdough rye and Russian dressing. Lunch
sandwiches come with a choice of German potato salad, house slaw or fresh cut fries.

THE KITCHEN TABLE

» Continued from page 19

scratch. Chef Chaim Davids
grew up working in pizza and
kosher restaurants in Baltimore,
gota culinary degree and was the
sous chef for the Mediterranean-
inspired restaurant of Califor-
nia’s kosher winery, Herzog.

He brings a global vision to
The Kitchen Table, kicking up
the traditional Eastern European
Jewish deli fare many notches
with chiles and aioli. Some dish-
es may fly too high and confuse
you. But the menu changes con-
stantly, offers a variety of daily
specials, and is never dull.

A recent dinner started with
warm bread, an Italian-Jewish
marriage of focaccia and challah,
and a puree of roasted eggplant.
Our best dishes came from the
Small Bites section. Tuna ceviche
($7) was an excellent appetizer,
even though the fish was fresh
red rather than marinated and
there weren’t quite enough plan-
tain chips to scoop up the lus-
cious avocado relish. Irregularly
cut yam fries ($4) come with
poblano-lime aioli.

The knish of the day ($6) is a
pastry of many stuffings. Ours
had tender pieces of chicken amid
onion and potato, sitting on a dab
of sweet, grainy mustard and a
handful of crisp frisee lettuce.

The Kitchen Table salad ($6)

MICHELLE LE

Executive Chef Chaim Davids of
The Kitchen Table.

currently features shaved beets,
persimmons and matchstick
potatoes on a bed of baby greens.
It can become an entree with
add-ons of fish, chicken and
roasted vegetables.

With the irresistible mouth
feel and flavor combination of
salty-sweet-crispy, the lamb BLT
sandwich ($7) is an inspiration.
Davids does his own curing and
smoking. Add a side dish, and
the little lamb BLT could make a
meal.

The chipotle barbecued pulled
chicken sandwich ($12) was
pleasantly spicy, but smothered
in bread that was toasted either
too much or not enough. It just

tasted stale. Pastrami ($12),
although very lean, was too
salty and, like the chicken, over-
matched by bread. The better
parts of both were the accom-
panying salads: cole slaw and
German potato.

Chicken and matzoh ball soup
($5), although rich and well-
stocked with tender chicken,
carrots, onion, celery leaves and
a spicy kick of adobo, was sunk
by a very heavy, undercooked
matzoh ball.

Entrees range from the heir-
loom grain bowl ($12) to rib-eye
steak ($30). The lamb shank
($29) glistened in chocolate-chile
sauce, but its best features were
jalapeno corn bread and a hearty
posole soup of hominy grits,
creamy white and black barley
beans.

By the time of dessert, you've
gotten the sweet-savory concept.
Spicy frozen chocolate custard
may be one step beyond. The
chocolate babka, a pastry in this
case made with soy milk, would
have been just as good without
the added heat.

The shotgun-shaped Kitchen
Table seats 60 people inside and 20
out front, but it feels homey as the
name implies. Dark wood chairs
and wainscoting, china cabinet
and chandeliers convey warmth.
As does a loop of digitized family
photos, to which patrons are
invited to contribute, setting their
own Kitchen Table. @



Weekend

MICHELLE LE

The interior of The Kitchen Table, a strictly kosher restaurant located
on Castro Street.

B DININGNOTES

The Kitchen Table Reservations (%
142 Castro St., Mountain View :
(650) 390-9388 Credit Cards (%
www.thekitchentablerestaurant.com Alcohol F
Takeout &
Hours: . .
Monday through Thursday: Highchairs &
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Banquet (¥
Happy Hour 4-5 p.m. .
Dinner 5-9 p.m. Catering &/
Outdoor Seating (%
Friday: : ;
Lunch 11:30 a.m.2:30 p.m. Noise Level - medium
Bathroom Cleanliness  excellent
Saturday: Parking /ot
Dinner 7:30-11 p.m.
Sunday:
Brunch 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Dinner 5-9 p.m.
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Our Organic Chicken is California grown, veggie fed
and raised naturally free. No Hormones, antibiotics or
animal bio-products. Our beef is all naturally raised,
corn fed from Harris Ranch. Halal meats.

650 Castro Street, Mountain View, CA 94041
Phone: 650.625.9990 Fax: 650.625.9991
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R@PALHESE |Buv One Sandwich,

CHARCOAL BROILER

Voted “Best Burger”

forl6 years . ...
inarow
as reported in

the Mtn. View Voice

L s p——

Daily Fresh-Baked Bread!

Expires 12/18/09

Spec1als

J=> ' llamto 2pm,
Q ! Mon-Fri :

Breakfast on Weekends
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner

Mountain View - 615 W.El Camino Real
(650) 96'7-0851

Tile San Francisco Sandwich Company
634 San Antonio Road, Mt. View ¢ 650-947-9400

Corner of San Antonio & El Camino Real—next to Rasputin Music

You Can Own Your =
Own Happi House'

Owning a Happi House restaurant may be closer than you
think, and our experienced team will share our success with
you every step of the way. Call today for more information.

Toll Free Franchise Line: 877 - HAPPI - 411
(1-877-427-7441) or visit HappiHouse.com

Mountain View « Milpitas -San Jose - HappiHouse.com

;0 $10.99
2 Meal Deal!
Get2 Happi Hoys
(]
Meals (# 1-4) p Plus 2 Sof¢ Drinks
for Only $70.99 !
k1 Not valid with o er offers,
Ta)(l{k‘)ltlnzlmltgd E)fll;z IZ%ﬂl%gne

AMERICAN CHINESE MEXICAN

CLARKE’S NEW TUNG KEE CELIA'S MEXICAN
CHARCOAL BROILER NOODLE HOUSE RESTAURANT

615 W. El Camino Real 520 Showers Drive 3740 El Gamino Real
Mtn. View Mtn. View Palo Alto

650/967-0851 650/947-8888 650/843-0643

Voted Best Hamburger 16 Yrs (Inside San Antonio Center) 1850 EI Camino Real

in a Row. Beautiful Outside Voted Best Noodle House in Menlo Park

Patio Dining. 2003/2004 Mountain View Voice. 650/321-8227
HOBEE’S RESTAURANTS Meals starting at $4.75 www.celiasrestaurants.com
2312 Central Expwy. _
Mtn. View FQEHCH
650/968-6050
Voted Best Breakfast/Brunch I'E PETIT BISTRG
9 years in a row! 1405 W. El Camino Real
Mtn. View
650/964-3321
Casual and cozy French
restaurant. 15 tables.
KAPP'S
CHINESE ICE CREAM PIZZA BAR & GRILL
191 Castro Street
CHEF CHU’S GELATO CLASSICO Mtn. View
1067 N. San Antonio Road 241 B Castro Street 650/961-1491

Mtn. View Happy Hours Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm.

650/969-2900

corner of El Camino
Los Altos
650/948-2696

'2008 Best Chinese"
MV Voice & PA Weekly

If you would like to be listed in DINING oN THE TowN please call Anna or Dianna at the Voice at 964-6300.

DECEMBER 4, 2009 @ MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE = 21



DIAMONDS

OF PALO ALTO

GOING ©UIT
BUSINESS!
Lowest Prices Ever

Offered to The Public!
Shop Early for Best Selection

OFF
=5()

* Current inventory only. Excludes repairs.

Additional Savings
Just In Time For The Holidays!

Located in downtown Palo Alto on Hamilton Ave.
above University Art and across from City Hall

261 Hamilton Ave. Ste 320 ¢ 650-322-1200
Store Hours: Mon-Sun 10am-6pm ® www.diamondsofpaloalto.com

COMMUNITY

SERIES

URINARY INCONTINENCE:
A COMMON BUT TREATABLE
PROBLEM AMONG WOMEN

Wesley Kong, MD, Urologic Surgeon

New Hospital Building
2500 Grant Road
Conference Rooms F & G
Ground Floor (lower level)

NEW
LOCA-nON"

800-216-5556.

El Camino Hospital

THE HOSPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY
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Weekend

B MOVIETIMES

2012 (PG-13) %k Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 3:10, 6:40 & 10:10 p.m.
Century 20: 12:10, 2:25, 3:35, 7, 9:05 & 10:20 p.m.

A Serious Man (R) %% %% Century 16: 11:50 a.m; 2:30, 5:10, 7:45 &
10:20 p.m. Century 20: 4:15 & 10:25 p.m.

An American in Paris (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Stanford Theatre: Sun 3:40 & 7:30 p.m. Mon 7:30 p.m.

An Education (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:15a.m.; 1:45 & 4:15
p.m. Fri.-Wed. also at 9:35 p.m.

Armored (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 1:35, 3:50, 6, 8:15
& 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 12:15, 1:20, 3:35, 5:50, 6:45, 8:05 & 10:35 p.m.

Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans (R) Y% Century 16: 11:05
a.m.; 1:55, 4:45, 7:35 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 12:40, 3:55, 7:15 & 10:05 p.m.

The Blind Side (PG-13) %% Century 16: 1, 4:05, 7:05 & 10:05 p.m.
Century 20: 12:05, 1:25, 3, 4:20, 6, 7:20, 9 & 10:15 p.m.

Brothers (R) %% % Century 16: 11:45 am.; 2:25, 5:05, 7:40 & 10:15 p.m.
Century 20: Noon, 2:35, 5:10, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m.

Disney's A Christmas Carol (PG) %% % Century 16: 11:10 am.; 2:20,
4:55, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2, 4:25, 6:50 & 9:10 p.m.

Everybody’s Fine (PG-13) %% Century 16: 11:25a.m.; 2:10,4:35, 7:15 &
9:40 p.m. Century 20: 12:20, 2:40, 5:05, 7:30 & 9:55 p.m.

Fantastic Mr. Fox (PG) Y% % Century 16: 10:55 a.m.; 1:15, 3:25, 5:35,
7:50 & 10:10 p.m. Century 20: 12:25, 1:30, 2:35, 3:40, 4:55, 5:55, 7:10, 8:10,
9:25& 10:25 p.m.

Father of the Bride (1950) (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Stanford Theatre: Sun 5:45 & 9:35 p.m. Mon 5:45 & 9:35 p.m.

Gigi (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)Stanford Theatre:
Fri 7:30 p.m. Sat 3:35 & 7:30 p.m.

Glenn Beck'’s ‘The Christmas Sweater’ (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Century 16: Thu 8 p.m. Century 20: Thu 8 p.m.

Inglourious Basterds (R) % %% Century 20: 12:458& 7 p.m.

The Men Who Stare At Goats (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: Fri 11:35
am.; 2:05,4:30, 7:25 & 10 p.m. Sat 11:35 a.m.; 2:05, 4:30, 7:25 & 10 p.m. Sun
11:35a.m.; 2:05, 4:30, 7:25 & 10 p.m. Mon 11:35 a.m.; 2:05, 4:30, 7:25 & 10 p.m.
Tue 11:35a.m.; 2:05, 4:30, 7:25 & 10 p.m. Wed 11:35 a.m.; 2:05, 4:30, 7:25 & 10 p.
Century 20: 2:30 p.m. Fri.-Wed. also at 7:30 p.m.

Ninja Assassin (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2:15, 4:50, 7:30
&9:55p.m. Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 2:20, 3:50, 5, 7:40, 9:20 & 10:40 p.m.

Old Dogs (PG) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 10:50 a.m.; 1:05, 3:25, 5:40,
7:55 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: Noon, 1:15, 2:10, 3:30, 4:30, 5:45, 6:55, 8, 9:15
& 10:15 p.m.

Pirate Radio (R) % %% Century 20: 11:50 a.m. & 4:50 p.m. Fri-Wed. also
at 9:50 p.m. CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 1:45, 4:30 & 7:15 p.m.; Fri.-Sat.
also at 9:55 p.m.

Planet 51 (PG) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:25a.m.; 1:50, 4:20, 6:55 &
9:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:55 a.m.; 2:15, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:10 p.m.

Precious: Based on the Novel ‘Push’ by Sapphire (R) %% %1/2
Aquarius Theatre: 3, 4, 6, 7, 8:45 & 9:45 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 1 p.m.

Red Cliff (R) Y% % Guild Theatre: 2, 5:15 & 8:30 p.m.

The Reluctant Debutante (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Stanford Theatre: Fri 5:40 & 9:35 p.m. Sat 5:40 & 9:35 p.m.

The Road (R) Y% % 1/2 CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:40 & 7:20
p.m. Fri & Sat. also at 10 p.m.

The Rocky Horror Picture Show (R) (Not Reviewed)
Guild Theatre: Sat. at midnight.

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11
a.m.; 12:30, 2, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 8 & 9:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 12:30, 1:40,
2:45, 4:35, 5:40, 6:30, 7:35, 8:50 & 10:35 p.m.

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)
CENTURY PARK 12: 557 E. Bayshore BIvd., Redwood City (800-326-3264)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-3264)
CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 EI Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
GUILD: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)
SPANGENBERG THEATRE: 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto (354-8263)

For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the
Aquarius, Guild and Park, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

Skip it For show times, plot synopses,
Some redeeming qualities

trailers and more movie
info, visit www.mv-voice.com
and click on movies.

2012 4k

(Century 16, Century 20) An Oscar-caliber cast
and dazzling visual effects can't rescue this
formulaic disaster flick from a script flooded
with generic dialogue and preposterous plot
points. American scientist Adrian Helmsley
(Chiwetel Ejiofor) has made a startling discov-
ery: The planet will see cataclysmic changesin
the year 2012, fulfilling a prophecy foretelling
the end of days. Helmsley, government PR pro
Carl Anheuser (Oliver Platt) and U.S. President
Thomas Wilson (Danny Glover) struggle with
breaking the news to the public as the world
tumbles into a downward spiral. Powerful
earthquakes rip apart cities and tidal waves
barrel down on fleeing citizens. Rated PG-13
for intense disaster sequences and some
language. 2 hours, 38 minutes. — TH.
(Reviewed Nov. 13, 2009)

A SERIOUS MAN v

(CineArts) Professor Larry Gopniks wife wants
a divorce; his son Danny is smoking dope; his
daughter Sarah steals money from his wallet.
One of his students is trying to bribe him to
change a grade. And on it goes. In their blend
of black comedy and existential bafflement,
the Coen brothers pose the ultimate question:
What is the meaning of life? (Without, of
course, making it seem as portentous as that.)
“A Serious Man" is a serious film that makes
you squirm, laugh, and ponder all at the same
time. Rated R for language, some sexuality/
nudity and brief violence. One hour, 45 min-
utes. — R.P. (Reviewed Oct. 16, 2009)

ASTROBOY #+% 1/2

(Century 16, Century 20) The manga/anime/
video game franchise that is “Astro Boy”
began with Osamu Tezuka's 1951 comic-
book creation of a robot boy who longed for
parental love. A new CGl-animated feature
film begins at the beginning: a mad scientist's
attempt to replace his dead son with a robot
patterned on the boy's DNAWhen “Astro”
(Freddie Highmore) discovers he's not Toby,
son of Dr. Tenma (Nicolas Cage), but a super-
powered robot boy, his feelings are mixed.
At first, he's euphoric; He can fly! But his
“father,” realizing that a robot cannot replace
ason, can't stand to look at Astro. Orphaned,
the robot boy becomes the target of Metro
City's corrupt president (Donald Sutherland).
And “Astro Boy" conjures the social com-
mentary of "WALL-E" and the existential funk
of “Frankenstein.” Rated PG for some action
and peril, and brief mild language. One hour;
34 minutes. — (Reviewed Oct. 23, 2009)

BAD LIEUTENANT w# %
(Century 16) “Bad” doesn't even begin
to describe the behavior of New Orleans
Police Lt. Terence McDonaugh (Nicholas
Cage), protagonist of Werner Herzog's
“Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New
Orleans.” Snorting coke is just the begin-
ning; stealing drugs comes next. And how
about terrorizing an old lady by pulling the
oxygen leads out of her nose? McDonaugh
is in charge of investigating the murder of
five illegal African immigrants connected
to the drug trade. “Bad Lieutenant” may
sound like a total downer, but it's not. Ele-
ments of black humor lighten the depraved
tone. However, Herzog and scriptwriter
William  Finkelstein can't resist piling
nastiness on top of nastiness. Rated R for
language, some violence, sexuality and
drug use. Two hours, one minute.— R.P.
(Reviewed Nov. 20, 2009)



Weekend

THE BLIND SIDE %

(Century 16, Century 20) “The Blind Side”
merges uplifting social drama with uplifting
sports drama. Homeless African-American
youth Michael Oher (Quinton Aaron) was
blessed to get a break from a tony Christian
school and then from the Tuohy family,
whose spitfire matriarch Leigh Anne takes
him into her heart. As Michael in turn teaches
the Tuohys the true meaning of family, he
becomes the archetype Spike Lee acidly called
the “super-duper magical Negro,” who lowers
his face and steps aside to let the white star
have her Oscar clip. Rated PG-13 for one
scene involving brief violence, drugs and
sexual references. Two hours, eight min-
utes.— P.C. (Reviewed Nov. 20, 2009)

THE FANTASTIC

MR. FOX#: v

(Century 16, Century 20) Mr. Fox (voiced by
George Clooney) has turned from a life of
fowl poaching to journalism, where his “Fox
About Town" column runs in the Gazette. The
clever and charming Mr. Fox has been tamed
somewhat by his wife (Meryl Streep). She
knows her husband. The family man'’s sartorial
style can't disquise his true nature. How can
a fox ever be happy without a chicken in his
mouth? Light and uplifting on the surface, the
movie has much to say. Insights about rela-
tionships, mortality and survival are shaded
in a darkness that children won't see. Most
of all, the foxy adventure offers a family pack
of fun. Rated: PG for action, smoking and
slang humor. 1 hour, 27 minutes. — S.T.
(Reviewed Nov. 27, 2009)

PRECIOUS % % #1/2

(Aquarius) The plight of the protagonist,
Claireece Precious Jones, is articulated early
on by her school principal: “You're 16. You're
injunior high school. And you're pregnant with
your second child.” And that's not the worst
of it: Both children were conceived by pater-
nal rape. Plagued by suicidal thoughts and
dreams of fame, fortune and a boyfriend, the
overweight Precious languishes in the squalor
of a Harlem walk-up, circa 1987, under the
thumb of her cruel mother Mary (Mo'Nique).
Gabourey Sidibe brilliantly embodies the bit-
ter Precious, who shares her despair through
narration. Precious begins her longest journey
toward hope at an alternative school, where
patient teacher Blu Rain (Paula Patton) makes
a difference. Rated R for for child abuse
including sexual assault, and pervasive
language. One hour, 49 minutes. — P.C.
(Reviewed Nov. 20, 2009)

RED CLIFF sk

(Guild) Set in Northern China in 208 A.D.,
“Red Cliff" essays the Battle of Red Cliffs, a
major engagement — during the Wars of
the Three Kingdoms period — that pits the
imperial army against a tentative alliance of
rebel warlords. Hawkish Prime Minister Cao
Cao (Zhang Fengyi) convinces the Emperor
(Wang Ning) to go out of his way to eliminate
pockets of resistance. This, in turn, inspires the
rebel warlords to band together, at the urging
of key advisors like Zhuge Liang (Takeshi
Kaneshiro of “House of Flying Daggers"”) and
Zhou Yu (Tony Leung Chiu Wai of “Hero" and
"Lust, Caution").

The Chinese version of “Red Cliff" runs over
four and a half hours while the international
release Americans will see runs only two and a
half hours. Still, this version is coherent and the
film remains impressive in its scale. Rated R for
sequences of epic warfare. Two hours, 28
minutes. — PC. (Reviewed Nov. 27, 2009)

B MOVIECRITICS

S.T.-Susan Tavernetti,
J.A-Jeanne Aufmuth, T.H.-Tyler Hanley

PROFESSIONAL BUSINESSES HERE TO SERVE YOU

PATRICK POWERS

PLUMBING & CONSTRUCTION

Covering all your project needs from
plumbing to remodeling.

Take advantage of the San Mateo & Santa Clara water district rebates
and let our experienced staff take care of the installation.

:3150 REBATE

ON LOW FLOW TOILETS

TOTO, CAROMA, KOHLER,
AMERICAN STANDARD AND MORE

Call for a project or installation estimate today!

PHONE: 650.938.4519

- SAVINGS AUTO CARE

| OIL & FILTER CHANGE B  SMOG CHECK || TIMING BELT SPECIAL

$14951%26751:1%120

all parts
| uptodats.epa S YGiciEshaya bmcoce S | 4oyl + parts

Vst Cars a ttransactmn fee + $8.25 cert.y Most Cars__ a

Exp. 00/00/09

BRAKE SPECIAL A/C CHECK [TRANSMISSION SERVICE

$30_ 15289515399

w w
per wheel +Parts I I Most Cars I I Most Cars
Most Cars a LWe also have custom A/C huses_l LUp to 4 gts (fllter & gasket extra_l

[ —-—
SAVINGS AUTO CARE

ﬁ W. El Camino Real Mtn View
rom Palo Alto on EI Camino, 2 blks. S. of Castro)
(6%0) 938-2003 » (650) 938- 2238

nn.rs

% Per Garment
Dry. Cleaned!™

$2.50 Everyday
Price Clearners

. Sunnyvale
408-720-1833

To find out how to advertise
your professional service
in this space, please contact

Dianna Prather
650.223.6573
or
Anna Mirsky
650.223.6572

10% OFF
WITH THIS AD

We are proud to announce that

GREEN & FRESH CLEANERS

is the 1st in Mountain View to
use the GreenEarth Environmentally
Friendly Cleaning Process.

Green&'resh

CLEANERS

Formerly One Hour Cleaners

ALy
6-50 967l88
80 NR t&ﬂ‘ u:ﬂ

Mountain View
Hours: M-F 7am-6:30pm, Sat 9am-5pm

N

Located inside your favorite store

REGULAR WATCH m 1040 Grant Rd

BATT E RY Mountain View

+ (650) 969-5601
5285 Prospect Rd
San Jose
(408) 257-1370
525 El Camino
Expires December 31, 2009 Menlo Park
(650) 329-8939

BATH & KITCHENSHEWROTGNM

An exquisite

collection

of plumbing

fixtures

and accessories
for the h&

kitchen and

a
bath @ *  plumbingstudio.com
' Q . M-F: 10AM-5PM; S: 9AM-1PM

Foreign ¢ Domestic
European Automotive Repair & Services
Commitment to Excellence, Service & Safety .
¢ Dedicated to Customer Satisfaction @
e Over 15 Years of Dealership Experience .
® Experienced ASE Certified Technicians CERTIFIED
. <|1_‘21’Fl of-the-art Automotive Equipment

2tate-o e equ

Mon-Sat 8am-5pm
Sunday by Appt. Only
. “DEALER WORKMANSHIP
¥, WITHOUT THE DEALER PRICE"”

david@familyautocare.com
www.family-autocare.com

400 Villa Street, Unit B * Mountain View, CA 94041
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Photography by Frank Gaglione; Physician: George A. Fisher, Jr., MD, PhD; Patient: Gary Grandmaison
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ARRANGING YOUR RETIREMENT TO REFLECT

YOUR VALUES, YOUR NEEDS AND THE IMPACT
YOU SEEK TO HAVE IN THE WORLD

IN THESE ECONOMIC TIMES, CONSIDER THE BENEFITS OF STANFORD GIFT ANNUITIES
A STANFORD MEDICINE GIFT ANNUITY: Current Single-Life Rates
e With a gift annuity of $20,000 or more, Stanford makes fixed annual Age Rate (%)
payments to you or a loved one for life 65 5.3
75 6.3
® Receive a tax deduction and possible future tax savings
85 8.1

® |t's easy to set up

® Support Stanford University School of Medicine’s world-class
medical research and education

TO LEARN MORE,
PLEASE CONTACT US.

Stanford University School of Medicine
Office of Planned Giving
Carol J. Kersten, JD
. S TA N F O R D 650.725.5524
% pgmed@stanford.edu
‘ M EDIC I http:/pgmed.stanford.edu

24 m MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE B DECEMBER 4, 2009



