
By Daniel DeBolt

U
nder requirements 
approved Tuesday by the 
City Council, property 

owners caught with buildings 
that seriously run afoul of city 

building codes will now have to 
pay for the time officials spend 
getting them to comply.
 The City Council approved 
the new “compliance permit” 
and fees in a 6-1 vote, with 
council member John Inks and a 
dozen property owners sharply 
opposed.
 City attorney Michael Mar-
tello made the case for the per-
mit, showing pictures of homes, 
motels and industrial buildings 
that he said are a danger to 
tenants and neighborhoods — 
“powder kegs” that, under the 
right conditions, could burn 
down a city block or fall down in 
an earthquake, he said. Possibly 
the city’s most puzzling case ever, 
Martello said, is a 100-year-old 
house at 313 Higdon Ave. that 
was reconfigured into an eight-
unit apartment building.
 Martello said the permit 
would recover the staffing cost 
for hours worked by the fire 
marshal, zoning administrator, 
planning director and building 
official in “situations where staff 
have to figure out if (the build-
ing owner) can have what they 
already built.”
 In his opposition, Inks said the 
permit would “incentivize” code 
enforcement officers to go out 
and find major violations to bring 
in revenue. He added that city 
officials already get paid a salary. 
 “To be clear ... this is about 
raising money,” he said, adding 
that similar permits and fees in 
other cities have led to “further 
noncompliance” and the “col-
lapse” of code enforcement 
efforts, which led to the neces-

DAVE BRUBECK  
HONORED BY BARACK 
OBAMA, FRIENDS OF 
RENGSTORFF HOUSE

By Daniel DeBolt

D
ave Brubeck, one of 
five entertainers cel-
ebrated by President 

Barack Obama on Sunday 
at the 32nd annual Kennedy 
Center Honors, isn’t just a 
jazz legend: He also hap-
pens to be the great grand 
nephew of Mountain View 
pioneer Henry Rengstorff.
 Sunday’s widely reported 
event (which is scheduled to air 
Dec. 29 on CBS) drew numer-
ous celebrities and luminaries 
to Washington, D.C. as the 
nation’s highest honors were 
bestowed on Robert De Niro, 
Mel Brooks, Bruce Spring-
steen, opera singer Grace 
Bumbry, and Brubeck.
 A few weeks previously, 
following a September con-

Building owners  
slapped with  

‘compliance permit’
NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURES MAY COST  

LANDLORDS A BUNDLE UNDER NEW COUNCIL RULES

By Dana Sherne

B
ill Crawford will nev-
er forget the gift he 
received, upon his 

retirement five years ago, 
from a student he had men-
tored years earlier.
 The former Mountain View 
police officer unwrapped his 
gift — a Norman Rockwell 
print of a boy talking with a 
police officer — and asked his 
mentee why he got him that.
 “He says, ‘I wouldn’t have 
graduated from high school if 
it hadn’t been for you, plain and 
simple,’” Crawford recalled.
 Crawford is a mentor with 
Partners for New Generations, 
or PNG, an organization that 
for 13 years has matched 
community members with 
students of all ages. PNG has 
some 50 tutors and 100 men-
tors working with students in 

elementary, middle and high 
schools in Mountain View and 
Los Altos.
 Some of the students have 
academic problems, or prob-

lems at home. But some sim-
ply “want to be with a stable, 
successful adult who can be 
their friend, be someone they 
can talk to. Someone who is a 
support for them,” said Linda 
Waub, a coordinator of the 
organization.
 The more mentors PNG has, 
the more students they can 
help, says Carol Dorshkind, 
a coordinator in charge of 
recruitment.
 The mentors take their stu-
dents out to lunch, to muse-
ums, hiking, or they simply 
walk around and talk. The 
idea is to make students feel 
comfortable so that they can 
openly talk to someone who 
wants to help them succeed.
 Crawford compares being 
a mentor to being a train’s 
helper engine. 
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Jazz great, 
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Partners for New Generations mentor Sue Russell, right, picks up student and mentee Karina Topete 
from Alta Vista High School. 
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Someone to watch over me
PARTNERS FOR NEW GENERATIONS, A HOLIDAY FUND  

RECIPIENT, HELPS STUDENTS GET A LEG UP
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a p r . c o m

R ED EF I N I NG  QUA L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0 
R e a d in g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l in e  m a ke s  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f in d in g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

apr.com  |   LOS ALTOS OFFICE  167 SOUTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD  650.941.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz

LOS ALTOS   Updated, pristine 2bd/2.5ba free-
standing townhome in downtown Los Altos. Newly 
remodeled kitchen, spacious LR with FP, + separate 
DR. Private garden patio. $839,000

LOS ALTOS      Beautiful 3bd/2ba single-level, end-
unit condo in a secure, luxury building. High ceilings 
hardwood floors, designer amenities and upgrades 
throughout. 2 patios. $798,000

Erika Ameri & Lena Manugian Soli SaatchiDavid Chung & Caroline Ratelle

Mary Marley

MOUNTAIN VIEW   Completely renovated 
3bd/2ba home with dramatic vaulted ceilings in LR 
and kitchen. Nice, open floor plan with HW floors, + 
gourmet kitchen. $849,000

LOS ALTOS  Exquisitely appointed 2bd/2ba town-
home in the heart of the Village. Grand entrance, 
country French kitchen, spacious LR and DR, + library. 
Private balcony. $849,000

CUPERTINO    Lovely single-story townhouse. 
2bd/2ba with den which could be used as a 3rd bed-
room. Private yard, 2 patio areas, + attached 2-car 
garage. Cupertino schools.  $699,950

Jack Earl

MOUNTAIN VIEW  Great opportunity! Updated 
3bd/1ba home, ready to move-right-in! Beautiful 
kitchen + new appliances. Nicely painted inside 
and out. Oversized lot. $569,000

Jerylann Mateo

SUNNYVALE  Charming 3bd/2ba ranch-style 
home in La Linda Terrace neighborhood. Nicely 
updated with decorator paint + newly refinished 
HW floors. Generously-sized rear yard. $599,999

Barb Williams

LOS ALTOS  Charming 2bd/1ba home + separate 
office/studio. This beautiful home offers a formal LR 
with FP, HW floors + broad windows. Park-like back-
yard perfect for entertaining. $1,195,000

Kathy BridgmanGinny Zachow

MOUNTAIN VIEW    This is the home you’ve 
been waiting for. Beautifully updated 4bd/2.5ba on 
a tree-lined street, in a superior location. Pool. Huff 
Elementary School.  $1,329,000



A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in Downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Dana Sherne.

“ Yeah, I feel sorry for him, 

but he’s still a good player of 

golf if you think about sports.”

  Ceryl Susilo, Mountain View

“ Oh yes. I was never a big Tiger 

Woods fan to begin with, so this 

gives me another reason not to 

like him.”

  Tim Walsh, San Carlos

“ No, I’m not really following 

Tiger. His wife’s the only one 

who should really care, and 

he’s paying for that.”

  Paul Askounis, Cupertino

“ Actually it has. I was kind of 

surprised with all the behind 

the scenes things going on for 

a married man.”

  Fred Safahi, Woodland Hills

“ Maybe a little. I think it’s a per-

sonal issue and I think people 

spend too much time on it 

when there are more important 

things in the world to focus on.”

  Maureen Monterosso, San Jose

Has your opinion of Tiger Woods 

changed after learning about his affairs?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

FREE
EXAM

NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INCLUDES EXAM & X-RAYS!

Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply. 

Offer Good for 60 Days.

FREE
TEETH  

WHITENING
A $99.00 VALUE!

FREE Take-Home Whitening Kit with Exam, 
X-Rays and Cleaning. Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Are you past due for your check-up and cleaning?

w w w. S m i l e s D e n t a l . c o m

· Service  – At smiles dental, we 
believe in treating our patients to the best 
of dentistry and technology with first class 
personal service. 

· Passionate  – Our skilled team is 
passionate about helping our patients 
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

· Smiles  – Our office is equipped 
with the latest technology to help you 
achieve the smile you deserve. 

Dr. William Hall & Dr. Peri Eilers

Health & Beauty

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View  

(Corner of El Camino and Calderon) 
650.964.2626

LARRY‘S LOVES SUBARUS
When you want it right, you go to the experts. 
Our Japanese car specialist is a Master Certified 
Technician with twenty years of experience. He is 
so good, we guarantee his repairs in writing (parts 
AND labor!) for 3 years or 36,000 miles. No other 
shop does this - not even the dealer! He is also 
an expert on Honda, Toyota, Acura and Lexus.

Voted Best Auto Repair
Last Seven Years!

2526 Leghorn Street,
Mountain View

(near Costco)

www.autoworks.com

Call today for an appointment

(650) 968-5202
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BATTERY
3500 Block Truman Ave., 11/30
200 Block Castro St., 12/2
300 Block Escuela Ave., 12/3
200 Block Mariposa Ave., 12/3
1 Block West El Camino Real, 12/3
600 Block Showers Dr., 12/6
200 Block Escuela Ave., 12/6
400 Block Bryant St., 12/6

ASSAULT WITH  
DEADLY WEAPON
1100 Block Castro St., 12/3

AUTOMOBILE BURGLARY
100 Block Del Medio Ave., 12/1
2600 Block California St., 12/1
Bryant St. & Villa St., 12/1
200 Block Apricot Ln., 12/1
Bryant Ave. & Truman Ave., 12/1
800 Block Wake Forest Dr., 12/1
1500 Block North Shoreline Blvd., 12/6
700 Block Continental Cir., 12/6

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
1900 Block California St., 11/30
1900 Block California St., 11/30

TERRORIST THREATS
300 Block Escuela Ave., 12/2
200 Block Escuela Ave., 12/2

DISTURBANCE
600 Block West Evelyn Ave., 11/30
800 Block North Rengstorff Ave., 12/2

DISORDERLY CONDUCT - 
ALCOHOL
600 Block Rainbow Dr., 11/30
300 Block Moffett Blvd., 12/1
1800 Block Higdon Ave., 12/2
200 Block Castro St., 12/4
500 Block North Shoreline Blvd., 12/6
Bush St. & Villa St., 12/6

NARCOTICS POSSESSION
900 Block North Clark Ave., 11/30
Old Middlefield Way & Sierra Vista 
Ave., 11/30
500 Block North Shoreline Blvd., 12/1

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
California St. & Palo Alto Ave., 12/6

POSSESSION OF 
MARIJUANA - LESS THAN 
ONE OUNCE
600 Block Franklin St., 12/4
200 Block Hope St., 12/5

POSSESSION OF DRUG 
PARAPHENALIA
1500 Block North Shoreline Blvd., 
11/30

POSSESSION OF 
MARIJUANA
Bryant St. & Villa St., 12/4
2600 Block North Shoreline Blvd., 12/4

INDECENT EXPOSURE
1100 Block Castro St., 12/2

RAPE
1800 Block Miramonte Ave., 12/2

GRAND THEFT
500 Block Del Medio Ave., 12/1
500 Block Mountain View Ave., 12/1
1700 Block Wright Ave., 12/4

PETTY THEFT
600 Block Showers Dr., 12/2
400 Block San Antonio Rd., 12/2
Crittenden School, 12/2
Easy St. & East Middlefield Rd., 12/2
2600 Block Fayette Dr., 12/3
600 Block Showers Dr., 12/3
300 Block Showers Dr., 12/3
1100 Block Boranda Ave., 12/4
2500 Block California St., 12/5
500 Block West Middlefield Rd., 12/5
600 Block Showers Dr., 12/6
Mountain View High School, 12/7

PETTY THEFT WITH PRIOR
600 Block Showers Dr., 12/4
700 Block East El Camino Real, 12/4
400 Block San Antonio Rd., 12/5

IDENTITY THEFT
1000 Block Villa St., 12/2
900 Block Sierra Vista Ave., 12/7

THEFT BY FRAUD
1300 Block Dale Ave., 12/3

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice is published every Friday by Embarcadero Publishing 
Co. 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300.  Application to Mail at 
Periodicals Postage Rates is Pending at Palo Alto, CA and additional mailing offices.  The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free to homes and apartments in Mountain View. Subscrip-
tion rate of $60 per year.  POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Mountain View Voice, 
450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Earth Resources Technology, 
Science Applications International Corporation,  
Eagle Applied Sciences 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Coming Soon! 

Watch for Updates
Equal Opportunity Employers

www.ertcorp.com.

2009-2010
HAS ARRIVED!

A Resource Guide for 
Seniors & Their Families

Stop in to get your FREE copy
at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto

(650) 854-2626

(650) 326-8210

(650) 964-6300

For Advertising Information 
Contact Connie Jo Cotton 
at (650) 326-8210 x6571
ccotton@paweekly.com

Living 
Well

Be sure to 

   SHOP LOCAL 
  this holiday season

Thanks.

Get your news delivered in a 
new weekday e-news digest! 

Stay current on your local weekly 
news & community activities

ly 
es

FREE.
Sign up today at — 

MountainViewOnline.com
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Manifesto
By Don Frances

PERSONALLY, I thought 
our war against the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Repub-

lics had already been won fair 
and square.
 Yet it seems the battle rages on. 
On the national stage, for exam-
ple, Obama’s (or just anybody’s) 
attempts at much-needed health 
care reform are disparaged daily 
as “socialist.” 
 The slur is so common these 
days that its use has leaked into 
Mountain View’s conversations 
as well. Last week, for example, 
a certain “Concerned Citizen” 
of the Shoreline West neighbor-
hood wrote the following on the 
Voice’s Town Square: 
 “Let me get this straight, I pay 
my rent and also somebody else’s 
rent? Isn’t that socialism?”
 In this case, Concerned was 
concerned about the City Coun-
cil’s recent enthusiasm for an 
affordable housing project on 
Evelyn Avenue. (“Affordable 
housing” is a misnomer, if you 
ask me, since the units could still 
go for well over half a million dol-
lars each. Also, funding for this 
project has already been collected 
over the years from developers 
working on other projects.) 
 But my favorite part of this 
post by Concerned — and the 
reason I’m reprinting it here — 
was his invocation of the very 
spirit of capitalism, which is 
synonymous with the history of 
Silicon Valley:

 Socialism did not create the light 
bulb, the transistor, television or 
anything else, capitalism did that. 
In 1956, Shockley Semiconductor 
Laboratory, at 391 San Antonio 
Road, Mountain View, was the 
first company to work on silicon 
semiconductor devices in what 
came to be known as Silicon Val-
ley. Silicon Valley was not a prod-
uct of Socialism.
 Low income housing is a “nice” 
word for a tenement or slum. 
 So if I dropped out of high school 

  See EDITOR’S DESK, page 8

Police nab 
suspect in 
Stevens 

Creek Trail 
assault
By Kelsey Mesher

M
ountain View police 
have arrested the man 
they believe is behind 

last week’s attempted sexual 
assault of a jogger on Stevens 

Creek Trail, 
and behind at 
least two other 
recent attacks 
as well.
 John Detches, 
32, a transient 
out of San Jose, 
was arrested at 
approximately 

4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6, on three 
counts of assault with intent to 
commit rape and one count of 
kidnapping.
 His arrest comes a week after 
27-year-old Mountain View resi-
dent Crystal Stokes was attacked 
while jogging on the trail near the 
Dana Street overcrossing. Stokes 
successfully fought off Detches, 
who allegedly had grabbed her 
and attempted to haul her into 
some bushes off the trail. The 
attacker in that incident fled on 
a green bicycle and police were 
unable to locate him.
 Following the Nov. 29 attack, 
police have been conducting 
investigations and combing 
through reports involving Stevens 
Creek Trail, and found that a Nov. 
12 report of suspicious circum-
stances had several similarities. 
In that incident, a 24-year-old 
woman had been grabbed by the 
shoulders by a man while she 
was jogging on the trail. Another 
interview with the victim revealed 
that the victim had elbowed the 
man in the stomach, and that he 
had fled on a bicycle. The physical 
description matched that of the 
Nov. 29 attacker.
 Meanwhile, another woman in 
her 20s, having seen media reports 
of the Nov. 29 attack, contacted 
Mountain View police to report a 
similar incident that happened to 
her on Nov. 25. She told police she 
was grabbed by the arm by a man 
while jogging on Stevens Creek 
Trail. When she pulled away and 

From the
Editor’s 

Desk

  See ASSAULT, page 9

JAMES TENSUAN

Gabriel and Amber Rosas pass by the tree inside City Hall during a holiday event on Wednesday, Dec. 2. 
The city uses an artificial tree for its interior display under the rotunda.

The Christmas tree conundrum
‘THY LEAVES ARE SO UNCHANGING’ — ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY’RE PLASTIC

By Kelsey Mesher

L
ast week the city of Moun-
tain View erected its light-
ed tree in the City Hall 

rotunda: a tall noble fir, the 
symbol of a new holiday season. 
It’s a faux noble fir, however, and 
city officials say they’ve been 
using the same artificial tree for 
the past several years.
 Though the city reuses its tree 
each December, thousands of 
individual residents go the tra-
ditional route, opting to buy live 
trees that were recently cut and 

sold in lots around town every 
holiday season.
 Don Beeson, owner of 
Grandpa’s Christmas Trees and 
Grandpa’s Pumpkin Patch, has 
been selling trees out of the San 
Antonio Shopping Center park-
ing lot for the past six years, and 
in Palo Alto for “many, many, 
many years” before that. He says 
he sells about 1,000 trees, give 
or take, at his Mountain View 
location each year.
 The “hardiest” tree, said Beeson, 
is the noble fir. It is also the slowest 
grower and the most expensive. 

Most nobles for sale on Grandpa’s 
lot are between eight and 10 years 
old, and go for $10 per foot.
 “The grand fir, that’s kind of 
a flat needle tree — it’s the most 
fragrant of all the trees,” he said. 
“But they’re also the most fragile 
of all the trees.”
 Douglas firs are slightly more 
durable than the grand firs, 
and they’re the cheapest because 
they’re the fastest growers, he said. 
A typical douglas fir takes only 
four to five years to mature.

  See TREE, page 12

John Detches

Chamber launches ‘Green University’
SERVICE HELPS LOCAL BUSINESSES GET CERTIFIED BY COUNTY

By Daniel DeBolt

T
he Mountain View 
Chamber of Com-
merce hopes its new 

“Green Business University” 
will encourage small compa-
nies to tackle the sometimes 
intimidating task of becoming 
a certified green business.
 “I hope it will bring out a lot 
of ideas for saving energy may-
be I hadn’t thought of,” said 
Paul Kraus, owner of Goodco 
Printing in Mountain View. He 
said he hopes to save money on 

his utility bill and benefit from 
ongoing promotions of green 
certified businesses.
 The Chamber is now taking 
applications from small- and 
mid-sized businesses, both in 
and out of Mountain View, 
to be trained in lunchtime 
sessions once a month for 
six months. At the end of the 
program, which costs $150 
per company, participants will 
be officially recognized as 
green businesses by Santa Clara 
County and will be listed in a 
directory of green businesses, 

among other benefits.
 The classes begin Jan. 7 and 
take place on the first Thurs-
day of the month. Talks will be 
given by local green business 
experts, including the city’s 
environmental coordinator, 
Steve Attinger.
 So far the Chamber has had 
five businesses apply for the 
program, leaving 10 slots open 
at press time.
 Oscar Garcia, the Chamber’s 
CEO, said Mountain View’s is 

  See GREEN, page 8
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S E E N  A R O U N D  T O W N

Backyard pheasant

 “I’ve attached a photo of pheasant we saw in our backyard on Golden Way,” wrote Lisa Twardowski. 
“He hung around long enough for me to get a few photos and let my child see him up close, before flying 
up to our fence to ponder where to go next.”
 If you have a photo taken around town which you’d like published in the Voice, please send it (as a jpg 
attachment) to editor@mv-voice.com.

By Chris Kenrick

L
inda Thor, president of Rio 
Salado College in Tempe, 
Ariz., will become chan-

cellor of the Foothill-De Anza 
Community College District 
on Feb. 16, the board of trustees 
announced Monday. 
 Thor was named after a national 
search to replace former chancel-
lor Martha Kanter, who resigned 
in June to become U.S. Undersec-
retary of Education, overseeing 
postsecondary education. Thor 
will be the sixth permanent chan-
cellor since Foothill-De Anza’s 
founding in 1957.
 “Passion for education is what 
we look for in any college leader,” 
board president Betsy Bechtel 
said. “Linda Thor’s driving pas-
sion is student success, and that 
is evident in every conversation 
with her. I am confident she will 
help us continue to advance our 
commitment to quality education 
for every student. We are very 
pleased to have her join us.”
 Since Thor became president 
of Rio Salado in 1990, the “col-

lege without walls” has used 
technology to serve more than 
60,000 students a year.
 About half of Rio Salado’s stu-
dents are long-distance learners. 
Others attend classes at more 
than 10 campuses spread across 
a wide geographic region around 
Phoenix.
 Foothill-De Anza serves about 
44,000 students a year.
 “Linda Thor has an exten-
sive record of innovation and 
has presided over remarkable 
growth and development at Rio 
Salado,” said Dolores Davison, 
co-chair of the chancellor search 
committee and president of 
the Foothill College Academic 
Senate. Davison cited Thor’s 
“leadership in fundraising, 
developing partnerships and 
collaborations, and technologi-
cal innovation.”
 Thor holds a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from Pepperdine Uni-
versity, a master’s degree in public 
administration from California 
State University, Los Angeles, and 
a doctorate in education in com-
munity college administration 

from Pepperdine. She has taught 
as an adjunct faculty member in 
graduate programs at Pepperdine, 
UCLA and Northern Arizona 
University. And she has worked in 
community college administra-
tion since 1974, becoming presi-
dent of West Los Angeles College 
in Culver City in 1986.
 Thor is on the board of Edu-
Cause, a nonprofit association 
focused on using technology to 
advance higher education, and 
is a member of the Leadership 
Circle of the American College 
& University Presidents Climate 
Commitment.
 Her salary will be $260,000 
a year — the median for presi-
dents of large community col-
lege districts — and her contract 
runs through June 2012.
 “I am honored and excited to 
be named the next chancellor 
of the Foothill-De Anza Com-
munity College District, one of 
the nation’s premier community 
college districts,” Thor said.
 “As a native Californian, it will 
be gratifying to again serve the 
people of my home state.” V

Foothill-De Anza district  
names new chancellor

LINDA THOR COMES FROM 60,000-STUDENT COLLEGE IN TEMPE, ARIZ.



By Kelsey Mesher

T
he Mountain View High 
School boys cross country 
team has brought home a 

state championship title — the 
first such title of any sport in 
Spartan history — after the Cali-
fornia Interscholastic Federation 
state meet on Saturday, Nov. 28.
 “It’s really cool, the boys deserve 
it,” said Evan Smith, head coach. 
“They worked extremely hard for 
years, basically.” 
 Senior Garrett Rowe led the 
team with a fourth place finish in 
the 5k race, clocking in at 15:06. 
He was followed by senior Ian 
Myjer (15:17) who took sixth, 
and junior Parker Schuh (15:45), 
who placed 23rd. Senior Alex 
McGuirk (16:08) and sophomore 
Aubrey Myjer (16:10) placed 46th 
and 52nd, respectively, securing 
the five scores counted toward 
the Spartans’ win.
 Senior Chris Wells (16:42) and 
junior Bryan Crook (16:54) also ran 
for Mountain View in the meet.
 Though the Spartans were 
favored to win, Smith said, 
McGuirk and Aubrey Myjer 
passed about 30 runners in the 
last mile to secure the title.
 “They dedicate their summers 
to just putting in a ton of mile-
age, and they do some very, very 
difficult workouts,” Smith said 
of the team. “Sometimes they get 

injured because they are working 
so hard, but we basically rode 
that balance of not too much 
work and not too little work, and 
it all worked out.”
 “I’m extremely proud of our 
team,” said Principal Keith 
Moody. “It’s a major accom-
plishment when you can win at 
that level. Just winning in your 
region is impressive, but to win 
at the state level is phenomenal.”
 According to Smith, Rowe will 
run for Princeton next year. Myjer 
is still deciding, but plans to con-
tinue running in college as well.
 As for next year’s team, “It’s 
impossible to replace Garrett and 
Ian, but I do think we’re going to 
be competitive,” Smith said.
 “Both the boys and girls 
cross country programs have 
been very good for a number of 
years,” said Dan Navarro, who 
served as athletic director for 
10 years. He added that each 
team has won several regional 
competitions recently. He said 
Mountain View is known for 
having good runners.
 “The cross country team is a 
very tight knit group of kids,” he 
said. “They have parties together, 
and they really, really enjoy run-
ning together. I think that’s part 
of why they’re so successful.” V

E-mail Kelsey Mesher at 
kmesher@mv-voice.com
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All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

Open Daily
8am - 7pm

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

650-948-0881
Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

Effective
12/09/09 thru 12/15/09

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

CAULIFLOWER
HAWAIIAN
RIPE AND
SWEET
SOLO VARIETY

JUMBO
SIZE
SNOW
WHITE
HEADS

$149$199

RAW
ALMONDS

$499
LB.

SHELLED
WALNUTS

$499
LB.

MEDJOOL DATES
CALIF.
GROWN

CRANBERRIES
SWEET
DRIED

$749 $449

DRIED LOCAL

APRICOTS
$999

LB

LB LB

ORGANIC NAVEL

ORANGES
ORGANIC

ZUCCHINI

ORGANIC LOCAL

BROCCOLI

CLEMINTINE

MANDERINES

FLORIDA PINK

GRAPEFRUIT

PAPAYAS

5# 
BOX

$149

$169
$699

FRESH FRUIT BASKET
LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

DRIED FRUIT TRAY
READY TO SHIP
GLACE FRUIT

DIPPED APRICOTS

$200
ENGLISH

CUCUMBERS

ORGANIC LOCAL

SPINACH99¢
BUN.

BROCCOLI
CROWNS4  

LB.

EACH

 
EA.99¢

99¢

99¢
 

LB.

 
LB.BUN.

F
O
R

 
LB.

NOW

TAKING
HOLIDAY
ORDERS

MOUNTAIN VIEW?
living in

If you want to receive The Voice free of charge call 650.964.6300

Spartan runners take  
rare state title

SENIORS ROWE AND MYJER LEAD THE WAY  
TO CROSS COUNTRY VICTORY



cert at the Fox Theatre in Red-
wood City, Brubeck met with 
two board members of Friends 
of the Rengstorff House, who 
later posted on the group’s Web 
site that they were impressed 
with Brubeck’s knowledge of his 
Rengstorff ancestry. 
 His great grand uncle, Henry 
Rengstorff, was a German who 
came to California during the 
Gold Rush and eventually settled 
on 164 acres of what is now 
Mountain View’s Shoreline busi-
ness district.
 Rengstorff built a ship landing 
on the Bay at what is now Shore-
line Park, which fostered early 
development of Mountain View 
in the late 1800s. His 1867 home 
— the city’s iconic Rengstorff 
House — still stands at Shore-
line Park, where it was restored 
in the 1980s after being moved 
from its original location farther 
south on Shoreline Boulevard 
(then Stierlin Road).
 The last family owner of the 
Rengstorff House, from the 
1920s to the 1950s, was opera 
singer Perry Askam, a cousin 
of Brubeck’s and one of sev-
eral Rengstorff descendants who 
were musically talented. When 

they met him at the Fox Theatre, 
Friends of the Rengstorff House 
board members Ginny Kaninski 
and Mary Boudrias gave Brubeck 
a picture of Askam and a CD of 
his performances, some recorded 
as far back as the 1930s. The CD 
is among the memorabilia sold at 
the Rengstorff House.
 In a thank you letter, Brubeck 
said he hoped to visit the Reng-
storff House next time he’s in the 
area. The Friends of the Reng-
storff House promise that the 
home’s piano will be in tune.
 Brubeck has been designated 
a “living legend” by the Library 
of Congress. As a pianist, com-
poser and band leader, he helped 
bring jazz to the mainstream 
after World War II, writing sev-
eral jazz standards and the songs 
for “This is America, Charlie 
Brown,” among numerous other 
accomplishments. He is also 
known for the Dave Brubeck 
Quartet’s “Take Five,” a mega-
hit written by his longtime col-
laborator Paul Desmond. 
 Brubeck still plays today at age 
89, and his birthday coincided 
with Sunday’s event.
 During the ceremony, Presi-
dent Obama said that when his 
father took him to see his first 
jazz concert as a boy, it was to 
see Brubeck. “I’ve been a jazz fan 
ever since,” he said.  V

the first chamber to help busi-
nesses clear the hurdles of going 
green — a challenge the Cham-
ber experienced first hand when 
it was recently green certified. 
Garcia said the process can be 
“intimidating.”
 “What the county does is they 
give you the information and say 
‘Here’s the checklist, go do it,’” 
Garcia said. By trial and error, 

Chamber representatives learned 
many tips along the way, such as 
how to get certain green upgrades 
at a free or discounted price.
 The chamber’s upgrades 
included more efficient light 
bulbs, a low-flow toilet, faucet 
aerators and increased use of 
recycled paper. “It saved us more 
money than it cost us to do,” 
said David Stevens, Chamber 
program and events manager.
 For more information, visit 
www.chambermv.org and www.
greenbiz.ca.gov. V  
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James C. Wall
President & CEO 

Vinod Thukral
Chairman 

Bhupen B. Amin
Vice Chairman

Pramod R. Patel
Vice Chairmanwww.myglobaltrustbank.com

The Bay Area’s Newest Community Bank

Because “Trust” Is Our Middle Name

650.810.9400
700 E. El Camino Real, Suite 110

Mountain View, CA  94040

Contact: Jim Wall, 650.810.9401, jim.wall@myglobaltrustbank.com

12-month
Certificate of  Deposit

*Annual Percentage Yield

How’s This For Going Green?

2.10% APY

DIRECTORS

Arthur C. Carmichael

Kamleshwar Gunsagar

Mahendra P. Patel

*

BRUBECK
  Continued from page 1

GREEN
  Continued from page 5

because I was lazy, then the people 
who worked hard owe me a living? 
That is not the values that my par-
ents taught me. If I wanted some-
thing, I had to earn it, have always 
done that and always will. Lazy 
people and low achievers can move 
to some third world socialist country 
if they want a free ride off of people 
who have to work for a living.

 I couldn’t agree more, Con-
cerned. The truth is I see social-
ism (and lazy people, for that 
matter) everywhere I go. 
 I see it every time I drive on 
one of these socialist roads, built 

by taxpayer money. The whole 
state’s filthy with them.
 Or when the socialist firefight-
ers douse the flames consuming 
my neighbor’s house — what is 
this, Russia?
 Or just by hanging around 
Shoreline Park, a socialist enter-
prise built atop a former landfill. 
Nice park, comrades!
 As for the lazy people, they’re 
easily found at Shoreline Park, loll-
ing around with the geese. Some 
are on the roads, too, neglecting to 
use their turn signals. 
 And a few are leaving com-
ments on Town Square. You know 
them when you see them.  V

Don Frances can be reached at 
dfrances@mv-voice.com.

EDITOR’S DESK
  Continued from page 1
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Easy to see and use.New!
Introducing the NEW Doro PhoneEasy® 345 >>

Consumer Cellular is proud to be the exclusive provider of the Doro PhoneEasy. We also offer a complete line of 
full-featured phones from Motorola and Nokia, along with our simple, affordable plans on a nationwide network.

*Requires new service activation on approved credit and $35 activation fee. Retail buyers pay $35 activation fee upon purchase of phone. Phone price after instant rebate applied at time 

of purchase. Certain models are free beyond activation fee. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. Phones are limited to stock on hand. Terms and 

Conditions subject to change. †If you’re not satisfied within 30 days or 30 minutes of usage, whichever comes first, cancel and pay nothing, no questions asked.

Call   1.888.206.6554    Online     www.ConsumerCellular.com/Sears

money-back guarantee†.

 
Consumer Cellular plans!

N O  C O N T R A C T S

S I M P L E  P L A N S

G U A R A N T E E D

PLAN NAME MONTHLY FEE PLAN MINUTES ADD’L TIME/MIN
Anywhere Casual $10 N/A 25¢
Anywhere 250 $20 250 25¢
Anywhere 500 $30 500 25¢
Anywhere 1000 $40 1,000 25¢
Anywhere 1500 $50 1,500 25¢
Anywhere 2000 $60 2,000  10¢

RATE PLANS

ADD A LINE FOR $10/mo AND SHARE YOUR PLAN MINUTES!

Doro PhoneEasy 

345GSM

$40 
Phone*and 

FREE Shipping

Motorola 

W259 

FREE 
Phone*and 

FREE Shipping

EXCLUSIVE PROVIDER! 
Doro PhoneEasy

LOCATION NEAR YOU!  

ALSO AVAILABLE AT A

Motorola 

EM 330

$40 
Phone*and 

FREE Shipping

AARP® members, ask for your special discount when starting new service!

yelled, he fled on a bicycle.
 Armed with this information and look-
ing for a single attacker, officers patrolling 
the trail found a man matching the physi-
cal description of the suspect.
 “We’ve been out on the trail nonstop,” 
said police spokesperson Liz Wylie. 
“We’ve had bike patrol officers out there, 
motorcycle patrol officers out there.”
 “They pretty much stumbled upon him 
and he already had a small misdemeanor 
warrant” out for his arrest, she said. “We 
kind of used that to get him into the Police 
Department.”
 Stokes positively identified Detches 
from a photo lineup. After taking a state-
ment from the suspect, Wylie said, further 
evidence “presented itself.” She said police 
now believe the previous two incidents to 
be attempted assaults, and that there are 
likely more women who have had run-ins 
with Detches.
 “We’re pretty sure there’s a bunch of 
woman out there,” she said, adding that 
police “want to know about all of them to 
make the case even stronger.” Anyone with 
information is urged to contact police at 
(650) 903-6344.

‘A fluke thing’
 Stokes later said that she only jogs about 
once a month, making it seem all the more 
unlikely that she would have to fight off an 
attack by a strange man in the middle of 

the day.
 Looking back on the incident, “It’s kind 
of a fluke thing,” she told the Voice.
 Stokes said she was only about a mile 
from home when she jogged past the man 
who attacked her.
 “He was just standing on the side of the 
trail ... just a regular guy,” she said. “I didn’t 
even think twice about running by him.” 
 But then, “He just reached out and 
bear hugged me to his chest and picked 
me up like a little baby,” she said. Stokes, 
a five-foot-three personal trainer with a 
slight build, said her arms were pinned 
near the attacker’s face, “where my 
hands couldn’t f lail.”
 “Initially I thought it was a joke, that 
a friend had set me up,” she said, but 
then the attacker began to walk with her 
toward a nearby ravine.
 “That’s when I kind of went a little cra-
zy,” she said. “I grabbed his jaw and pulled 
it really, really hard and then he backed up 
back to the road and let me go.” He fled on 
his bicycle, and she resumed running.
 Though shaken up that day, Stokes still 
intends to use the trail: “I still don’t feel 
intimidated, because I feel that the chanc-
es of it happening (again) are so slim,” she 
said. “I still want to go out alone.”
 Next time, she said, she might bring her 
cell phone. And she thinks it’s a good idea 
to tell someone where you’re going.
 As for the arrest, “I think it’s awesome,” 
Stokes said. “I have to say, I’ve not really 
worked with police much at all, and I was 
so, so impressed with the Mountain View 
Police Department.” V

POLICE: SCHOOL WORKER 
EXPOSED HIMSELF TO STUDENT
 Police are trying to obtain a warrant 
to arrest a 21-year-old “noon duty aide” 
at Graham Middle School who allegedly 
exposed himself to a 13-year-old girl in an 
empty classroom on Tuesday afternoon of 
last week.
 “She immediately ran from him,” said 
police spokesperson Liz Wylie. “He did 
not try to attack her or touch her.”
 The girl reported the incident right away 
to Graham Principal Gretchen Jacobs, 
Wylie said, and “school (authorities) went 
to look for him and he was gone.” The 
man, a Mountain View resident, remained 
at large until Thursday afternoon when, 
according to Wylie, he came into the 
Police Department and gave a statement.
 Because indecent exposure is a mis-
demeanor, she said, police cannot arrest 
him without a warrant. Though authori-
ties requested a warrant from the District 
Attorney’s office Friday, they were told 
there was not enough evidence to issue 
one. Police are continuing to investigate.
 District officials said the man has been 
placed on administrative leave, and that 
administrators are trying to protect the 
victim’s privacy and have offered her 
counseling.

— Kelsey Mesher 

RAIL AUTHORITY RESCINDS 
PART OF EIR
 The California High-Speed Rail Author-
ity board last week rescinded its approval 
of an environmental impact report on 
a section of the high speed rail project 
between the Bay Area and Central Valley.
 The board took the action on Thursday, 
Dec. 3 at its meeting in Sacramento because 
of a court ruling in October that found 
its analysis was insufficient for a 36-mile 
stretch of the proposed line between Gilroy 
and San Jose on the Pacheco Pass. The rul-
ing stemmed from a lawsuit filed in 2008 
by opponents of the project, including the 
cities of Menlo Park and Atherton. 

— Bay City News

ESHOO OPPOSES 
AFGHAN TROOP SURGE
 Calling Afghanistan “the graveyard 
of nations,” Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Palo 
Alto, announced last week her opposi-
tion to President Barack Obama’s plan 
to increase the number of U.S. military 
troops in that country. 
 While acknowledging the difficult 
situation inherited from President Bush, 
Eshoo said the Afghan government is 
a corrupt and unreliable partner to the 
U.S. Her full statement is available at 
eshoo.house.gov.

— The Almanac

ASSAULT
  Continued from page 5

N E W S B R I E F S
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When you are shopping for the holidays, remember 
your community and support your locally owned 

independent businesses. When you do, more of the dollars 
you spend remain in the local community compared to big 
box and chain stores.

 Local merchants know the community and are experts 
in selecting merchandise that is based on what you like and 
want. Shop with awareness. In a down economy with many 
businesses at risk, you are voting with your dollars. If you 
value a diverse local economy, choose to support these and 
other independent, locally owned businesses. 

Why we should 
shop locally this 
holiday season

Christmas Eve 
Special Menu:

$65

Marché

898 Santa Cruz Avenue

Complimentary gift wrapping & assembly

New expanded website with free in-store pickup!
www.cheekymonkeytoys.com

20% off any one item!

Expires Dec. 24, 2009. One coupon per customer. Offer subject 
to further restrictions: ask a sales associate for details.
Coupon code (online too!): LOCAL09
 

Voted Best Toy Store!

640 Santa Cruz Avenue, Downtown Menlo Park
650.328.7975

15% Off 
All Scarves

Exquisite  
Artisan Jewelry

15% Off  
with coupon

Bundle Up Sale

(Offer may not be combined with any other promotions. Limit 
3 per customer. Offer good through 12/14/09.)

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park   
(650) 324-4321  www.keplers.com

Christopher Radko

Nutcrackers,  
glass ornaments and 

musical snowglobes from 
world renowned designer 

Christopher Radko.

342 State Street, Los Altos • 650.948.0198
Fine Gifts and Jewelry from Around the World

Phone orders are welcome, we gift wrap and ship.

CollectionsBK

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Available at...

Shop locally this 
holiday season

Happy Holidays
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1060 Evelyn Street
Menlo Park

650.328.KICK (5425)

A customized

necklace for that special somone...
(order by Dec. 16 & receive by Christmas day)

San Francisco Examiner Consumer Business Review 2009 
 “Best On The Peninsula” “Dealer Of The Year” 

THE VERY BEST FOR LESS 

TOM’S OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
OPEN 7 DAYS 10-5                                              650-366-0411 

 1445 Veterans Blvd, Redwood City                   www.tomsoutdoorfurniture.com 

40% OFF SALE  ON NOW! 
Offer good through 12-20-09 

1139 Chestnut St. 
Downtown Menlo Park

The
Art of
Being a
Woman

The
Art of
Being a
Woman

888 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE   MENLO PARK, CALIFORNA   650.326.0888

 Here are some good reasons to 
shop at locally owned businesses 
this holiday season and all year:

•  It keeps dollars in our economy. 
For every $100 a consumer 
spends, local businesses give 
back $68 to the local economy, 
chain stores only give back $43.

•  It makes us unique. There’s 
no place like the Peninsula! 
Homegrown businesses are part 
of what makes us special.

•  It creates local jobs. Local 
businesses are the best at 
creating higher-paying jobs for 
our neighbors.

•  It helps the environment. 
Buying locally saves 
transportation fuel. Plus you 
get products that you know are 
safe and well made, because our 
neighbors stand behind them.

•  It nurtures our community. 
Studies show that local 
businesses donate to 
community causes at more than 
twice the rate of chains.

•  It conserves tax dollars. 
Spending locally ensures that 
your sales taxes are reinvested 
where they belong, right here in 
your community.

 This message is brought to you by Hometown Peninsula, 
an alliance of locally-owned independent businesses. We strive to maintain our unique 

community character, to educate local residents that purchasing locally creates a strong local 
economy and bring back the vibrant hometown to our communities that is being displaced by 

national chains and online stores.

Shop locally this 
holiday season

Happy Holidays

www.hometownpeninsula.org



´
WHAT’S  

GOING ON THIS

 All of Beeson’s trees are grown 
on a 50-acre farm in Estacada, 
Ore., where the climate is ideal for 
evergreens. They cut the first crop 
the day before Thanksgiving, and 
ship the trees down the day after.
 “We bring them as the season 
goes, as we need them, so they stay 

nice and fresh,” he said, adding 
that larger distributors may start 
cutting trees as early as October.
 “If you cut them too early, 
then once in a while you have a 
problem with them.”
 Regardless of where you pur-
chase a tree, he said, the best prac-
tice is to run a hand up the branch: 
Healthy trees that are freshly cut 
will have soft, pliable bristles. 
 To keep the tree fresh through 

the season, have the seller cut off 
at least an inch from the base of 
the trunk. Also, use a stand with 
water, and add a teaspoon or two 
of sugar to help break down the 
sap that comes out of the tree.

The greenest tree
 According to Forrest Line-
barger, a green architect and 
CEO of Mountain View’s VOX 
Design Group, there has been a 
long debate over whether real or 
synthetic trees are more envi-
ronmentally friendly.
 Although it may seem coun-
terintuitive, he said, many close 
to the issue believe it is more 
sustainable to purchase a live 
tree each year than to use the 
same plastic tree repeatedly.
 That’s because fake trees “take a 
lot of energy to produce,” he said. 
“They’re almost all made of PVC 
plastic, and there is a fair amount 
of BPA in it, which is a chemical 
that has been found to have some 
health concerns in animals.” 
 Linebarger cited a 2008 Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
study that claimed PVC breaks 
down after about nine years, 
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Holiday Shopping Ideas
As we shop for gifts for our family and friends this holiday season, let’s 
not forget that there are members of our community who are unable to fi ll their cupboards and 
buy their children a simple doll or toy truck. 

Community Services Agency is the organization that feeds those in need from Mountain View, 
Los Altos and Los Altos Hills. They are in desperate need of food this holiday season. Please help 
them by shopping locally for canned food and other nonperishable items and dropping off a box 
or a few bags of groceries at their Food and Nutrition Center, 204 Stierlin Rd, Mountain View. 
Shopping and dropping off the groceries would be a wonderful family project to get everyone in 
the spirit-of-giving.

And our Mountain View Police Department has its annual “Cops That Care” program again this 
year. Please shop locally for toys, clothing or gift cards and drop off the unwrapped items at the 
Police Department, 1000 Villa Street in Mountain View before December 19. The Cops That Care 
program is expecting more children than usual this year and toy donations are lower than usual 
this year so your help is extremely important.

Shopping locally helps local businesses stay profi table, keeps Mountain View residents employed, 
saves gas and whenever you shop in Mountain View 1% of the sales tax on your purchase goes 
directly back to the city budget to support our parks, trails and facilities.

For more ideas on places to go and things-to-do this holiday 
season go to www.ilovemv.org

AESTHETIC
SKIN CARE CENTER

Visit the new business to 
Mountain View for a 
Younger Looking You

Visit us at: 854 Villa, Mountain View  650-386-6665

Exclusively offered 
in the Bay Area

24 CARAT 
GOLD 
FACIAL

ACNE 
CLEANSING 

FACIAL

OXYGEN 
REJUVENATION 

FACIAL

20% OFF
FIRST VISIT

Sterling Custom Upholstery

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

(650) 961-8700
Our 43rd Year!

$9250 Labor SpecialTotal Price For Labor On Standard Couch or Chair
Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete 

line of fabrics. Labor price of $92.50 includes frame, 

spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion 

fi ller, tufting and channeling. Customer supplied fabric 
charged at standard labor rate on $50 per yard.

With Upholstery Of Any Couch Or Chair.

Re-upholstery Recycles

 

TREE
  Continued from page 5

  Continued on next page
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Give the 
Gift of an 
Avenidas 
Village 

Membership

“No Need for Mom or Me 
to Worry Anymore!”

A cost-eff ective support system to keep your parents:
 ♦ Independent
  ♦ Mobile & Active
   ♦ Connected & Safe

450 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA
650-289-5405
www.avenidasvillage.org

Mountain View, CA 
Where  Change  Beg ins

And Boost Our Local Economy

SCHOOL DONATION GOAL: $10,000!

Shop Local is a joint initiative between local businesses, the 

Chamber of Commerce Mountain View and the Mountain View 

Education Foundation to raise money for local shools.

Businesses Proudly Participating:

Visit the ilovemv.org Web site, click on the Shop Local

133 E. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View

650-988-6800
www.playitagainsports-sanjose.com

2520 Wyandotte St #G
Mtn. View

650-988-0460
www.helmings.com

Participating Community 
Service Member
www.kmvt15.org

830 E. El Camino Rl., Mtn. View
www.littleprodigypreschool.com

650-938-3800

650 Castro St., Mtn. View
www.leboulanger.com

SPECTRUM FINE HOMES, INC.
Mtn. View

650-960-2449
www.SpectrumFineHomes.com

1000 Fremont Ave., Suite 270
Los Altos

650-948-2528
drized@gmail.com
www.LizZed.com

954 Villa St., Mtn. View
650-965-2739

www.tiedhouse.com

2037 Old Middlefi eld Way
Mtn. View

650-961-0302
www.deansautomotive.com

1249 W. El Camino Rl.
Mtn. View

650-940-9831
www.baskinrobbins.com

t h e  s m a r t e r  w a y
www.pegpay.com

2526 Leghorn St., Mtn. View
650-492-5443

www.autoworks.com

P.O. Box 391557, Mtn. View
650-526-3500 x1030
www.mvef.org

meaning older plastic trees could 
cause contamination in the 
home. A small percentage even 
have traces of lead, he said.
 “It takes about 20 years for the 
(environmental) footprint to be 
equal between an artificial tree 
and a natural tree,” he said, so 
buying a small live tree each year 
is preferable — so long as it was 
grown relatively close to where it 
was purchased.
 “But there are greener way to 
go,” he added, such as using a 
tree from the yard that might be 
cut down anyway, or buying a 
potted tree and planting it after 
the holidays. 
 The latter suggestion comes 
with a warning: “Most conifers 
grow quite large and fairly 
quickly.” Those with less space 
might want to go with a smaller 
species, such as a spruce. V

E-mail Kelsey Mesher at 
kmesher@mv-voice.com

WHAT’S GOING ON THIS 

JAMES TENSUAN

Be sure to 
SHOP LOCAL 
this holiday 
season

Thanks.

BETTER WATCH OUT
Santa rallies the kids into song 
at the Christmas Tree Lighting 
ceremony downtown last week. 
The festivities included arts and 
crafts, choir performances and 
playing in the snow. 

  Continued from previous page
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Peninsula Christmas Services

4:00 pm   |   6:00 pm   |   11:00 pm
&

10:00 am   &

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special 
events and ongoing 
religious services. To 

inquire about or make 
space reservations for 
Inspirations, please 

contact Blanca Yoc at 
326-8210 x6596 or email 

byoc@paweekly.com

ST. MARK’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

PALO ALTO
CHRISTMAS EVE

 4:00 pm  Children’s 
Christmas Pageant
& Communion

10:00 pm  Festive Choral Christ-
mas Eve

   Holy Communion 
beginning with Carols

10:00 pm  Holy Communion 
with Carols

CHRISTMAS DAY

600 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto
(650) 326-3800

www.saint-marks.com

1667  Miramonte Avenue at the 
corner of Cuesta in Mountain View.

(650) 968-4473
www.FPCMV.org

What Child Is This

Dec. 13, 7:00 pm Lessons and Carols
Dec. 18, 6:30 pm Christmas Caroling

Dec. 24, 7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service
Everyone Welcome

St. Paul Lutheran
Church

Missouri Synod
COME, CELEBRATE WITH US 

THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD AND 
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.

CHRISTMAS EVE

4:30 PM CHOIR CANTATA  
5:00 PM CAROLS & WORSHIP

Bring canned (pop-top) or nonperish-

able food for the Mtn. View CSA.

CHRISTMAS DAY - 10:00 AM

1075 EL MONTE AVE., MOUNTAIN VIEW
650-967-0666  www.st-paul.org

SAINT TIMOTHY’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Come rejoice with us at the birth of our Savior!

625 Magdalena Ave., Los Altos 94024
Located between I-280 & Foothill Expwy 

650-948-5698
WWW.FBCLA.ORG

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LOS ALTOS
Christmas Eve Service
6:00 - 7:00PM 
Sunday, December 27th
Family Service: 10:00-11:30AM
Regular Sunday Service Times:
8:45
10:00
11:10 
    

(Childcare at all services, 3 and under on Christmas Eve)

Praise Service
Life Groups
Modern Service 

     Los Altos Lutheran 
             Church

Festive
traditional services with Children’s 
Message, Choir and Handbells

Friendly Christmas morning service 
with story and song

460 South El Monte at Cuesta
650-948-3012 - www.losaltoslutheran.org

ST. LUKE’S CHAPEL IN THE HILLS ANGLICAN 
The 1928 Book of Common Prayer

Thursday, December 24, CHRISTMAS EVE:

(650) 941-6524    www.stlukeschapel.org

5pm Family Holy Communion Service
10:00 pm Lessons and Carols
11:15 pm Candlelight Holy Communion Service

Friday, December 25: 11:00 am
 - Holy Communion Service
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How to Give
Your gift helps children and others in need

Contributions to the Holiday Fund 

will be matched dollar for dollar, to the 

extent possible, and will go directly to the 

nonprofi t agencies that serve Mountain 

View residents. Last year, Voice readers 

contributed more than $40,000, which 

with matching grants, provided more than 

$10,000 to each agency

No administrative costs are deducted 

from the gifts, which are tax-deductible 

as permitted by law. All donations will be 

shared equally with the seven recipient 

agencies listed here.

This year, the following agencies will be supported by the Holiday Fund:

■  PARTNERS FOR NEW GENERATIONS
Trains volunteer mentors who work with local 

youth in education and community programs.

■  THE COMMUNITY HEALTH 
AWARENESS COUNCIL
Serves Mountain View, Los Altos, Los Altos 

Hills and seven school districts. Offers school-

based programs to protect students from high-

risk behaviors, such as drug and alcohol abuse.

■  MOUNTAIN VIEW ROTACARE CLINIC
Provides uninsured community residents with 

medical care and medications, and is frequent-

ly the last resort for this under-served clientele.

■  DAY WORKER CENTER OF 
MOUNTAIN VIEW
Provides a secure place for workers and 

employers to negotiate wages. Serves 50 or 

more workers per day with job-matching, 

English lessons and guidance.

■  THE SUPPORT NETWORK FOR 
BATTERED WOMEN
Operates a 24-hour bilingual hotline, a 

safe shelter for women and their children, 

and offers counseling and other services for 

families facing this problem.

■  COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC AND ARTS
Provides hands-on arts and music projects 

in the elementary classrooms of the 

Mountain View-Whisman School District. 

Nearly 40 percent of the students are 

low-income and 28 percent have limited 

English profi ciency.

■  COMMUNITY SERVICES AGENCY OF 
MOUNTAIN VIEW AND LOS ALTOS
Assists working poor families, homeless and 

seniors with short-term housing and medical 

care and other services.

Name of donor ______________________________________________ Amount $ ____________

Street address  ___________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________ State _____ Zip _______________

❏ I wish to contribute anonymously.  ❏ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

❏ I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❏ In honor of:          ❏ In memory of:  ________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO:   http://www.siliconvalleycf.org/giving-mvv.html 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: THE HOLIDAY FUND
Enclose this coupon and send to:     The Voice Holiday Fund

The Mountain View Voice, P.O. Box 405,
Mountain View, CA 94042

By Credit Card:  ❏ Visa   or   ❏ MasterCard     No. ______________________________________

 Exp. Date ________________________________________________________

 Signature  ________________________________________________________

Holiday
Fund

2009

 “You got a train going up a 
grade (that) can’t pull up all 
those cars, so you put a helper 
engine in there,” he said. “Get 
the train up to the top and the 
helper engine goes away and the 
train goes on its way because 
it got over the hill. That’s what 
mentors are all about.”
 Partners for New Generations 
is among this 
year’s Voice Holi-
day Fund recipi-
ents, and will use 
the money donat-
ed by Voice read-
ers (and doubled 
through match-
ing grants from 
local founda-
tions) to pay for 
the initial train-
ing that mentors 
get before work-
ing with students. 
Often the money 
goes toward edu-
cational events 
— classes, speak-
ing engagements 
and training 
on motivation and teen brain 
development — that PNG sends 
its mentors to.
 During training, Waub warns 
mentors to put their ego aside, 
as some mentors may never see 
obvious results from the rela-
tionships they foster. Others, 
like Crawford, may not know the 
effect they had until years later.
 Claire Donohoe, who has been 

mentoring one girl throughout 
her high school years, says it’s 
been wonderful watching the 
girl, now a senior, achieve.
 Donohoe, a Mountain View 
resident, takes her mentee to 
ballet and gives her tours of 
Mountain View. But mostly, 
she says, they just walk and 
talk. The key, she says, is to let 
the girl feel secure enough in 
the relationship to learn from 
Donohoe’s past experiences and 
to ask advice when she needs it.
 Tuck Younis, police chief of 

Los Altos, says 
he tries to be a 
sounding board 
for his mentee, an 
18-year-old inter-
ested in police 
work. They talk 
about the stu-
dent’s goals and 
aspirations, as 
well as the chal-
lenges he faces as 
he grows up.
 Younis jokes 
that he may get 
more out of the 
program than his 
mentee. Mentor-
ing helps him to 
see intervention 
in a new light.

 “So much of my work has 
obviously been the criminal ele-
ment of prevention and inter-
vention, but it’s usually on a 
much more community-driven 
scale, where this is with an indi-
vidual,” he said. “I saw it as an 
opportunity to give back.” V

E-mail Dana Sherne at 
dsherne@mv-voice.com

Anonymous (12) ................................4080

Robert & Lois  Adams ........................500

Anthony, Wendy & Kaiya Chang....1000

Jeffrey  Davis ......................................100

Barry & Julie  Groves ..........................50

Roy & Janet  Hayter...........................500

Margaret  Lansky ...............................100

John  Manton........................................50

Phyllis H Michel....................................**

Randa  Mulford .....................................**

Leslie C. & Anita N.  Nichols ............100

Susan  Perkins ......................................**

Ed Perry & Laurie Bonilla..................200

Jeff  Segall ............................................50

Wesley & Molly  Smith ........................**

Irving & Renee  Statler ........................**

Tats & Rose  Tsunekawa ...................100

Edward M. Yu ......................................500

In honor of

LaDrea Clark & the hardworking 
staff & volunteers at CSA .................500

Gordon grandchildren .........................**

YMCA Body Pump Instructors .........100

In memory of

Henry Hennings, Jr. .............................50

My Teacher Father ...............................50

Evan Christopher Rauch .....................50

Gift

To everyone who meant so much to 
me over the years ..............................100

TOTALS: As of December 7, 2009, 
a total of 38 donors have given 
$9,005 to the Mountain View Voice 
Holiday Fund.

** The asterisk designates that the donor did 
not want to publish the amount of the gift

Holiday
Fund

2009

Holiday Fund Donations

PARTNERS
  Continued from page 1

“Much of my work 

is usually on a much 

more community-

driven scale, where 

this is with an 

individual. I saw it 

as an opportunity 

to give back.”

TUCK YOUNIS
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10-30 
Inches
Slimmer
In About an Hour
$129
Slender Tone 
Body Wrap
Not valid with any 
other discount

Bay Area
Health Spa

Los Altos
650.390.9727
bayareahealthspa.com

Tis for:

www.LosAltosAtoZ.com

From A to Z,
 you’ll find it in Los Altos.

sity of giving property owners 
an “amnesty” period.
 Member Ronit Bryant said 
that she was “shocked” by oppo-
sition from Inks. 
 “I don’t think we’re incentiviz-
ing code enforcement officers,” 
she said. “I have much deeper 
trust in our staff.”
 Inks pointed out that small 
businesses were already being hit 
with fines for “petty” violations, 
such as a $500 fine on the Milk 
Pail Market for selling pumpkins 
in the parking lot.
 Speaking for a dozen prop-
erty owners, Charles Gardyn, 
owner of the La Costena build-
ing at Rengstorff Avenue and 
Old Middlefield Way, said that 
by requiring the compliance 
permit, there is an “automatic 
presumption a violation exists” 
which makes the code enforce-
ment officer the “accuser, pros-
ecutor, judge and jury all rolled 
into one. For all practical pur-
poses there is no due process.” 
 He added that there is no limit 
on the fees, and that the building 
owner can be “denied use of his 
property and his livelihood.”
 Martello said businesses could 
still choose to fight violations 
in court, and that the new per-
mit was directed at those who 
wanted to comply voluntarily 
but needed to be “shepherded” 
through existing processes.
 The ordinance was clearly “a 
positive thing” to member Jac 
Siegel and most of the council. 
 “This is meant to help, not 
be a penalty,” Siegel said. If 
permits had been pulled in the 
first place, “you would have paid 
for it anyway. Now we’re saying 
we’re not going to penalize you 
for coming in; let’s do it right.”
 The issue was less clear to 
council member Mike Kasper-
zak.
 “You can’t look at this picture 
and say, OK, this makes eminent 
sense,” Kasperzak said, adding 
that “part of me is saying, ‘Ques-
tion authority.’” 
 Member Tom Means said the 
council had not had a philo-
sophical discussion about what 

services should be paid for with 
fees, though the council recently 
supported more “cost recovery” 
to deal with an ongoing deficit. 
“If a reference librarian does 
extra work for somebody, should 
we charge them?” Means said.
 Steve Rasmussen, owner of the 
Milk Pail Market for 35 years, said 
that it would be helpful if there 
was some way to “mediate” the 
tension between property owners 
and the code enforcement depart-
ment. After the meeting he said it 
is easy to believe that “You can’t 
fight City Hall.”
 Council member Laura 
Macias suggested the city have 
“a general ombudsman that 
(property owners) can always 
call. We can’t expect residents 
to know the process as well as we 
do, that’s just unfair,” she said.
 Senior assistant city attorney 
Jannie Quinn suggested there 
be a project manager for each 
compliance case. The council 
also decided to review the new 
practice in a year.

Ten staffers retire
 On Tuesday, 10 retiring senior 
staffers — including the city attor-
ney, heads of the library and public 
works department — were recog-
nized for their service to the city. 
 Those retiring at the end of the 
year are city attorney Michael 
Martello, library director Karen 
Burnette (who will temporarily 
run the library part time), public 
works director Cathy Lazarus (to 
be temporarily replaced by assis-
tant Mike Fuller), employee servic-
es director Kathy Farrar (who has 
served the city for 38 years), street 
supervisor Gerald Pollock (called 
an “unsung hero” for is efforts to 
keep the city pothole-free), water 
quality technician Dorothy De 
Campo, executive assistant to 
the city attorney Vivian Crabtree 
(known for her “unflappable con-
fidence”), parks section manager 
Jack Smith, meter service worker 
Roland Lopez, and fleet services 
manager Steve Miller.
 In most cases the positions will 
remain temporarily unfilled, sav-
ing the city money as it faces a 
several million dollar deficit and 
possible staff cuts next year. V  

E-mail Daniel DeBolt at dde-
bolt@mv-voice.com

COUNCIL
  Continued from page 1
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By Daniel DeBolt

I
n the coming weeks, interior 
construction is scheduled to 
begin on a wine bar inside the 

city’s “train depot,” a replica 1888 
structure located in the middle of 
Centennial Plaza near the train 
station. But due to cost and space 
constraints, city officials say, the 
building will not be equipped 
with public restrooms as origi-
nally planned.
 In an e-mail, the city’s real 
property manager Dennis Dren-
nan explained that there will now 
be only one restroom in the build-
ing, intended only for customers 
of Savvy Cellar wine bar, which 
signed a lease with the city in July 
for the 1,100-square-foot “ticket 
office” space in the building.
 “While the building was ini-
tially ‘rough-plumbed’ for two 
restrooms, cost and space con-

straints reduced the number 
of restrooms to one,” Drennan 
wrote. Also noted that “The 
nature of the ABC permit held by 
Savvy Cellar restricts (custom-
ers) to those 21 and older.” 
 That means train riders and 
downtown visitors — except 
for those over 21 willing to buy 
some wine or food during Savvy 
Cellar’s normal business hours 
— will have to look elsewhere for 
a bathroom.
 Savvy Cellar had hoped to open 
its doors on Nov. 1, but delays 
ensued as the city faced some tech-
nical difficulties in ensuring that 
the building had adequate water 
and electrical systems for the wine 
bar and two other tenants of the 
building. Bank of America has an 
ATM there, and the Valley Trans-
portation Authority uses a portion 
as a break room for bus and light 
rail operators.

 Drennan said that the train 
depot, reconstructed in 2002, was 
not built to house a retail tenant. 
After installing some new wir-
ing, water meters and electrical 
panels, the issues are “all solved 
now” and a building permit could 
be issued in the “next week or so.” 
Interior construction could begin 
anytime after that. 
 Managed by Jennifer Ayre and 
Brent Harrison, Savvy Cellar 
already operates a store in Red-
wood City (open in the late 
afternoon and evenings only) and 
maintains a Web site at www.sav-
vycellar.com. The company plans 
to serve wine and “light foods,” as 
well as offer wine tasting classes 
and wine by the bottle. 
 They will be paying the city 
$30,000 a year to lease the space, 
and the city is giving them 
$225,000 to improve the interior 
of the building. V

By Daniel DeBolt

M
embers of the Old 
Mountain View Neigh-
borhood Association 

filled the City Council chambers 
to the brim Thursday night and 
elected three write-in candi-
dates who oppose a controversial 
apartment project that would 
take the place of Minton’s Lum-
ber and Supply.
 It was the first contested elec-
tion in OMVNA’s 17-year his-
tory, whose previous elections 
have always been quiet, sparsely 
attended affairs. 
 This time was different, with 
Noam Livnat, outgoing OMV-
NA chair, spending considerable 
time trying to prevent “tiffs and 
scuffles” outside the council 
chambers as neighbors debated 
the Minton’s project while wait-
ing for another presentation to 
wrap up.
 Once people finally poured into 
the chambers, many had to crowd 
around behind the council dais. 
Livnat calmly spoke about how 
the neighborhood association had 
been carefully built over 17 years 
into something “precious,” and 
that he hoped it would remain 
“active and effective” for many 
years to come.
 Three of eight steering com-
mittee positions were contested 
and won by write-in candi-
dates endorsed by the newly 
created Minton’s Redevelop-
ment Neighborhood Alliance, 
or MiRNA, which opposes the 
214-unit apartment develop-
ment. MiRNA’s Laura Lewis 
(147 votes) was elected chair 
over Hugh Donagher (84 votes), 
MiRNA-endorsed Robert Cox 
(144 votes) was elected secretary 
over Joan Carlin (84 votes), and 
MiRNA’s Carter Coleman (127 
votes) was elected treasurer over 
incumbent Aaron Grossman 
(101 votes). 
 All three winning candidates 
said their experience and skills 
as managers or executives in the 
tech industry would help them 
run the neighborhood asso-
ciation, which is known for its 
annual ice cream social and star 
gazing nights, and for hosting a 
City Council candidate debate 
every two years.
 Lewis, the new chair, said she 
had experience running com-
munity associations, and that in 
the debates about the Minton’s 
project on the OMVNA Yahoo 
group, she “took the high road, 
as I always have.” She said liv-
ing in Mountain View with her 

children is often “magical” and 
“a lifestyle, something you live 
and breathe.” 
 MiRNA’s opposition was part-
ly in response to a letter sent 
to the City Council from the 
steering committee’s existing 
members expressing interest in 
“exploring even higher density” 
than what has been proposed for 
the apartment project on Evelyn 
Avenue. (The committee later 
clarified that it had no position 
on the project.) On its Web site, 
MiRNA says that it seeks to 
“preserve the character” of the 
neighborhood.
 MiRNA hopes the outcome of 
the OMVNA election will be seen 
by the City Council as a mandate 
against the Minton’s project. 
The three candidates had been 
campaigning with a flier about 
themselves and the Minton’s proj-
ect, and through postings on the 
OMVNA Yahoo group.
 MiRNA candidates claim that 
the Minton’s project is too large, 
at nearly three times the den-
sity allowed by the precise plan 
for the block, which is why it 
requires a variance. Parking and 
traffic impacts on the neighbor-
hood are a big concern, and an 
official parking and traffic study 
for the project will be released in 
the coming weeks. 
 Developer John Moss of Pro-
metheus Real Estate Group said 
going lower in the density would 
make the underground parking 
garage financially unfeasible. 
He says the site is unusually well 
suited for an environmentally 
friendly, smart-growth project 
because of its proximity to the 
train station and downtown. 
 “A site like this comes up literally 
once every 100 years,” Moss said.
 MiRNA also had concerns 
about how the elections are run 
under OMVNA bylaws, with the 
association’s steering committee 
controlling who is on the ballot 
through a “nominations com-
mittee.” Coleman said some can-
didates objected to being asked to 
be write-ins on the ballot.
 Bruce Karney, active for many 
years in OMVNA, took respon-
sibility as the nominations com-
mittee chair for what he admit-
ted was a flawed process. Karney 
said it was the first year in the 
group’s history that there were 
more candidates than positions 
on the committee. He said fill-
ing the positions usually requires 
some recruiting.
 More information is available 
at omvna.org and at mirnagrp.
blogspot.com. V
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Winter Registration Now Open. Register Today!
c o n t i n u i n g s t u d i e s . s t a n fo r d . e d u

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts
& sciences, creative writing, and professional & personal development.
Designed to cultivate learning and enrich the lives of adults in the Bay
Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all.

The Obama Presidency: One Year In

Coping with Climate Change

How to Save Your Aging Brain

Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

The History and Geography of Current Global Events

Solar Energy: A Love Story

Edgar Allan Poe

Cracking the Academy Awards

Enjoying and Understanding Classical Music

Languages of the World

Can Poetry Save the Earth?

Highlighted Winter Courses:

WINTER 2010
Stanford Continuing Studies

Neighbors split over 
Minton’s project

OLD MOUNTAIN VIEW GROUP ELECTS THREE NEW 
MEMBERS OPPOSED TO EVELYN AVE. PROPOSAL

No public loo in train depot remodel
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■  S TA F F

■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
P.O. Box 405
Mountain View, CA 94042-0405

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300

LAST OPTION FOR 
PLAYING FIELDS
Editor:
 I support the Audubon Society 
financially, but I think it’s wrong 
to oppose building an athletic 
field at the proposed Shoreline 
location (“Does city give a hoot 
about owls?” Nov. 27). There is 
an acute shortage of athletic field 
space in Mountain View, and 
the problem will only worsen as 
more housing gets built.
 You might have noticed that 
Eagle Park is often closed to 
sports uses. That’s because the 
park simply can’t handle the 
number of people (kids and 
adults) that want to use it 
for sports. Other smaller parks 
sometimes get closed for the 
same reason.
 The question of where Moun-
tain View might build athletic 
fields has been under discussion 
for a number of years, and it 
boils down to this: The Shoreline 
location is the only possibility 
left after many others have been 
eliminated. Believe me, there is a 
long history here.
 If you are not involved with 
youth or adult sports, you might 
not be aware of the scarcity of 
field space, but the problem is 
real and there are no alternative 
locations available. If you think 
there are alternatives, look into 
the history I referred to.

Vince Leone
Richard Court

LEAVE OWLS BE, 
BUILD ELSEWHERE
Editor:
 I am very much for playing 
fields. I also am for the owls. It 
was only a few years ago, I could 
actually find them in several 
places that are now gone. 
 Mitigation is a great idea, but it 
is backwards. Why fix two loca-
tions, a new one for owls, and 
a new one for fields? The owls 
already have their place. Instead 
use the mitigation site for the 
fields. Then it would be only 
one project, with fewer chances 
of screwing up the precarious 
owls. 
 Meanwhile, there have been 
several large areas in Mountain 
View that went to houses rather 
than playing fields, just adding 
to the problems. Was that too 
hard to see? Let’s investigate why 
housing without playing fields 
went ahead. Where was the bal-
anced approach to growth — or 
did the politicians know they 
would get what they wanted by 
creating the problem so the wise 
old owls can try to solve it?

John P. Nichols
Charleston Road

‘SEASTEADING’ 
IDEA A SCAM
Editor:
 I found the article about Patri 
Friedman’s “seasteading” venture 
very amusing (“The biggest idea 

I
n today’s economy, as jobs vanish and medical bills mount, 

thousands of people — who just months or weeks earlier 

might have been providing for their families and making 

ends meet — are finding themselves on the street. Because of 

this, Mountain View homeless advocates say, the need for a 

shelter here is one of growing urgency.

 There are many reasons why the city lacks a shelter. Among 

those reasons, surely, is the fact that there has never been a 

charismatic champion here who could convince enough people 

that such a shelter was necessary and doable. Until now.

 Enter Jess Santana, an 86-year-old homeless resident of Moun-

tain View. Santana can be extremely convincing when he talks 

about creating a shelter here — a 

cause he took up just over a year 

ago. These days he spends most of 

his waking hours talking to any-

one who will listen, bending their 

ears about why there should be a 

place in Mountain View for the 

homeless. 

 And his arguments ring true. 

For example, why not convert a former county work furlough 

building, which until a couple years ago had housed 118 low-

security inmates, into a homeless shelter? The building, at 590 

East Middlefield Road, is for sale, but so far no viable bid has 

been received. With more than 30,000 square feet and indi-

vidual rooms for its occupants, it would make a perfect shelter, 

says Santana, who has already named it Silverado after the 

pickup truck that is now his home.

 Santana says there are other options, including a building 

at 685 Clyde Ave. that looks promising, but he has yet to gain 

traction with the city and county officials who can make things 

happen. Supervisor Liz Kniss is on his list, and could conceiv-

ably help with the former work furlough building. (Standing in 

the way is the fact that the county hopes to sell the building for 

millions of dollars, and recently even turned down a $6 million 

offer, hoping for more.)

 But Santana believes he has an ace in the hole: A bill recently 

approved by the State Senate requires the city to zone an area 

for a homeless shelter within a year of adopting the housing ele-

ment of its new General Plan, which could happen here in 2010. 

This means that if the city is truly serious about adopting a new 

General Plan, it will have to at least find a location for a home-

less shelter, if not actually build one. 

 Jess Santana already has picked up some supporters along the 

way, including a real estate agent who has been helping him iden-

tify promising sites. We hope anyone else who feels they can help 

will contact him. He has coffee at Burger King every morning at 

6:30, or he can be reached on his cell phone, (650) 518-3100.

Homeless now have 
a champion

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

■  E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

■  L E T T E R S
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Viewpoint

  Continued on next page

Jess Santana 

can be extremely 

convincing.
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PROFESSIONAL BUSINESSES HERE TO SERVE YOU

2150 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mountain View (650) 938-4502

Plumbing Studio
BATH & KITCHEN SHOWROOM

plumbingstudio.com
M-F: 10AM-5PM; S: 9AM-1PM

10%Off any order
Must bring in this ad

An exquisite 
collection 

of plumbing 
fi xtures 

and accessories 
for the 

kitchen and 
bath.

Family AutoCare
Commitment to Excellence, Service & Safety

“DEALER WORKMANSHIP 
WITHOUT THE DEALER PRICE”

650-938-8288

SAVINGS AUTO CARE
461 W. El Camino Real Mtn View 

(from Palo Alto on El Camino, 2 blks. S. of Castro) 

SAVINGS AUTO CARE
OIL & FILTER CHANGE

BRAKE SPECIAL A/C CHECK TRANSMISSION SERVICE

SMOG CHECK TIMING BELT SPECIAL
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up to 4 qts

per wheel

4 cyl. + parts
Most Cars

Most Cars
Most Cars Most Cars

Most Cars

Most Cars. Some ‘95 
& older cars may cost 
more.

$1495

$30

$2675

$2895 $3995

$120
+EPA

+Parts

+transaction fee + $8.25 cert.

We also have custom A/C hoses Up to 4 qts (filter & gasket extra)

+Tax on  
all parts

*with 
DMV 
bar code 
only

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

OPEN  
SAT!

We are proud to announce that 

GREEN & FRESH CLEANERS 
is the 1st in Mountain View to 
use the GreenEarth Environmentally 
Friendly Cleaning Process.

650.967.8899
580 N Rengstorff, Unit F. 

Mountain View
Hours: M-F 7am-6:30pm, Sat 9am-5pm

C L E A N E R S
&Green  Fresh

10% OFF
WITH THIS AD

Formerly One Hour Cleaners

PATRICK POWERS
P L U M B I N G  &  C O N S T RU C T I O N

Covering all your project needs from  
plumbing to remodeling.

Take advantage of the San Mateo & Santa Clara water district rebates 
and let our experienced staff take care of the installation.

$150 REBATE
ON LOW FLOW TOILETS

TOTO, CAROMA, KOHLER, 
AMERICAN STANDARD AND MORE

Call for a project or installation estimate today!

PHONE: 650.938.4519 TOTO

U
P 

TO

1040 Grant Rd 
Mountain View 
(650) 969-5601

5285 Prospect Rd 
San Jose
(408) 257-1370

525 El Camino 
Menlo Park
(650) 329-8939

SINCE 1983

WATCH
REPAIRM

&
S

REGULAR WATCH 

BATTERY
$6.95

   Expires December 31, 2009

Located inside your favorite store

F U L L  S E R V I C E  O N  A L L  B R A N D S

ANNIVERSARY

M
&S W

ATCH REPA
IR

MV: Waiting List Open

SR Fountains Apts 
2005 San Ramon Ave., Mtn. View

(650) 966-1060

Every Tues. 9am-12pm Only
Every Thurs. 1-4pm Only

To Open Permanently
* Income limits and monthly rents 

subject to change with median 

income of Santa Clara Co. Section 8 

Certificates and Vouchers Accepted.

1BR Senior 
Apartments

Funeral Home FD132

The Peninsula’s Premier  
Funeral Service Provider

Serving families since 1899

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 328-1360

www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com

Be sure to 
SHOP LOCAL 
this holiday 
season

Thanks.

ever floated,” Nov. 27). “Mostly 
I’m a libertarian,” he claims; yet 
his “business” is operating from 
a rent-subsidized office, using 
$500,000 donated by a million-
aire who apparently has nothing 
more socially useful to spend his 
money on. 
 In fact, Patri’s ideas are vintage 
Friedman (grandpa Milton, that 
is): Rather than learning to get 
along, we can each be islands 
unto ourselves, with no respon-
sibility for anyone else. What 
if I want my island to be where 
Patri’s is, or want to dump my 
waste into his water, or pollute 
his air? I’m sorry Friedman feels 
he can only live with “like-mind-
ed” folks. Maybe he’d better 
think about moving to another 
planet! 
 In the meantime, why won’t 
those “wealthy tech executives” 
look around at the people who 
are truly needy and hurting right 
now in our own area, and try to 
help instead of supporting this 
“seasteading” scam?

Jonathan Clark
Mountain View Avenue

TIME TO COMMENT ON 
PEDESTRIAN PLAN
Editor:
 I’d like to encourage all who 
care about walking issues in 
Mountain View to contribute 
their comments for the city’s first 
Pedestrian Master Plan. As the 
deadline for comments is Dec. 
15, time is short.
 Only by ensuring that all voices 
are heard will the Pedestrian 
Master Plan best reflect consid-
erations that are specific to our 
city.
 An impressive amount of 
pedestrian-related data has been 
compiled and provided to those 
developing the plan through 
last year’s Walkability Work-
shop, through the Mountain 
View mayor-appointed Envi-
ronmental Sustainability Task 
Force, and, ongoing, through the 
city of Mountain View Bicycle 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 
Therefore, a great foundation 
already exists for you to enhance 
with your contributions.
 The city is also updating its 
General Plan, so information in 
the Pedestrian Master Plan can 
significantly affect details in the 
General Plan, including those 
that cover long-term land use, 
transportation, circulation and 
sustainability planning.
 Pedestrian Master Plan forms 
are available at the City Hall 
rotunda, at the library, and at the 
Senior Center. For more infor-
mation and an online interactive 
map, see www.mountainview.
gov/pedestrian.

Bruce England
Whisman Station Drive

  Continued from previous page
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Mountain View
High Speed Rail Meeting

Thursday December 10, 2009
6:30 pm

Mountain View Senior Center
266 Escuela Avenue 

• Learn About High Speed Rail Project

• Share Your Comments

For Further Information
Contact the Public Works Department 

at (650) 903-6311 or 
online at www.mountainview.gov


