
By Daniel DeBolt

Despite the existence of new, 
cheaper technologies that 
promise a much faster 

cleanup, polluters including Intel, 
Raytheon and Fairchild Semicon-
ductor spend over $5 million a 
year to operate “pump and treat” 
systems in the northeastern por-
tion of Mountain View, the EPA 
reports.
 While the systems have removed 
over 91,000 pounds of TCE since 
the contaminant was discovered 
in 1981, the substantial plume that 
remains in the Middlefield Road, 
Ellis Road and Whisman Street 
area (MEW) is not expected to 
change appreciably in the next 10 
years using pump and treat, the 
EPA said. The EPA is now study-
ing alternatives, but a “draft feasi-
bility study” is not expected until 
sometime next year and an actual 
plan may be years away.
 “I often say it takes the EPA a 
month to screw in a light bulb,” 
said Lenny Siegel, a Mountain 
View resident and expert on TCE 
cleanup who advises communi-
ties around the country on the 
best way to advocate for cleanup 
of toxic sites, However, Siegel and 
others stress the point that local 
EPA officials do a great job.
 Some of the polluters have 
decided not to wait. Intel has 
conducted its own pilot study of 
“in-situ” technology that involves 
the use of microbes and emulsi-
fied oil to break down the TCE. 
The study, which began in 2005, 
found that “VOC removal cost 70 
percent less with bioremediation.” 
In a small test area in a parking 
lot on Middlefield Road, Intel’s 
contractor has reported that it was 

able to remove 19.7 pounds of TCE 
a year, compared to 7.3 pounds a 
year removed with the pump and 
treat method. 
 It is not unusual for such “in 
situ” technologies to cost a frac-
tion of pump and treat, said Dr. 
Jim Mueller, president of the 
Adventus Group, which manufac-
tures, EHC, an in-situ treatment. 
The carbon and zero-valent iron 
product was recently shown to 
clean TCE from a 2,500-square-

El Camino class to help doctors  
unlock gene therapy

HOSPITAL AIMS TO TRAIN DOCTORS IN THE EMERGING FIELD OF GENOMICS

By Nick Veronin

Researchers say it may prove 
to be the key to curing can-
cer, slowing down aging 

and reversing the ravages of Par-
kinson’s. Unfortunately, say offi-
cials at El Camino Hospital, many 
primary care physicians don’t 
know enough about genomics — 
the study of how our genes impact 
our health — to have a meaning-
ful conversation on the subject, 
let alone help a patient figure out 
which genetic test or treatment 
option is right for them.

 In an effort to address this 
issue, El Camino Hospital’s 
Genomics Medicine Institute 
is partnering with two national 
genetic medicine-focused orga-
nizations to offer physicians a 
certificated course in genomics.
 The program begins Oct. 18 
and will include 10 two-hour 
courses on genomics. The cours-
es will touch upon general topics 
like “genetic risk assessment” 
and “fundamentals of genetic 
testing,” as well as more special-
ized areas of gene therapy, like 
cancer, pediatrics, gerontology 

and cardiovascular health.
 The idea, according to Dr. 
Eric Pifer, the hospital’s chief 
medical officer, is to help doc-
tors keep up with the rapidly 
changing and evolving land-
scape of genomic medicine.
 According to the American 
Medical Association, only 10 per-
cent of physicians thought they 
had enough knowledge to use gene 
tests in prescribing medicines.
 Joan Scott, executive director 
of the National Coalition for 

 Toxic cleanup at  
a snail’s pace

 NEW TECHNOLOGY READY TO GO,  
BUT IS NOT BEING IMPLEMENTED

400 miles per gallon, in a plane
GREEN FLIGHT EXPO AT MOFFETT SHOWS THE POSSIBILITIES 

Despite political pressures 
to kill it, a long-delayed 
Environmental Protec-

tion Agency report has finally 
been released confirming the 
toxicity of the industrial solvent 
that has contaminated much of 
northeastern Mountain View’s 
groundwater, validating what 
locals have thought for years.
 The EPA’s Final Health 
Assessment for trichloroeth-
ylene (TCE) characterizes the 
solvent, which was dumped 
into the ground by computer 
component manufacturers 
near North Whisman Road 
in the 1970s, as “carcinogenic 
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TCE causes 
cancer, other 

health problems, 
EPA says
By Daniel DeBolt

By Daniel DeBolt

 Just before soaring like a 
graceful bird over a mes-
merized crowd at Moffett 

Field on Monday, a Slovakian-
built electric plane was declared 

the most efficient airplane in the 
world and won the biggest mon-
ey-prize in aviation history: $1.3 
million, donated by Google.
 The Pipestrel Taurus G4 
made its record-breaking 200 

mile flight over Sonoma Coun-
ty last week. The twin-fuselage 
design carried an unprec-
edented payload for an electric 

  See GREEN PLANES, page 9

  See GENOMICS, page 19   Continued on page 11

  See CLEANUP, page 8

Pilot David Morss preps the cockpit of the winning plane at Moffett Field. MICHELLE LE
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apr.com

Go to open.apr.com for the Bay Area’s only 
complete online open home guide.

LOS ALTOS  ⎮  167 South San Antonio Rd  650.941.1111
APR COUNTIES ⎮ Santa Clara ⎮ San Mateo ⎮ San Fracisco ⎮ Marin ⎮ Sonoma ⎮ Alameda ⎮ Contra Costa ⎮ Monterey ⎮ Santa Cruz

JEFF STRICKER & STEVE TENBROECK

MOUNTAIN VIEW   Beautifully restored 1920’s 
prairie-style home. 5bd/3ba with superbly remod-
eled kitchen, grand living and dining rooms, plus 
a guest house $2,250,000

JERYLANN MATEO

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Beautiful newer construc-
tion. 5bd/3ba home with quality finishes through-
out. Formal LR and DR, + separate family room 
and HW floors. Luxurious MBR.  $1,689,000

JERYLANN MATEO

MOUNTAIN VIEW     Great 3bd/1.5ba home 
in Waverly Park located on a cul-de-sac. Private 
backyard with deck overlooking the pool. Large 
lot offers room for expansion. $1,050,000

HELEN & KI NYBORG

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Desirable 3bd/3ba home 
in the beautiful Cuernavaca complex. 2 master 
suites. Living room features high ceiling with 
doors leading to private patio. $940,000

ELAINE KLEMM

MOUNTAIN VIEW     High ceiling and walls 
of glass define this exceptional 4bd/2.5ba home. 
Granite countertops, fireplace in family room, and 
landscaped garden. $1,098,000

JERYLANN MATEO

MOUNTAIN VIEW  Amazing opportunity. 
Build your dream estate or remodel this 3bd/2ba 
home with beautiful character throughout. 
14,300+ sf lot. $1,499,000

MIDGE ZYLKER

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Spectacular, extensively 
remodeled 3bd/2ba TH. Designer kitchen, recessed 
lights, limestone flooring, + high-end audio/video 
systems. $749,000

LYNN NORTH

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Stunning new construc-
tion. 4bd/3.5ba home features a designer kitchen 
plus great room with sliding doors to patio. New-
ly landscaped. $999,000

Alain Pinel Realtors not only continues to 
lead the Bay Area in home sales, but we 
also rank as the #1 Largest, Privately-Owned 
Residential Real Estate Firm in California – 
and #2 Largest in the United States.
 
In a day when real estate fi rms proliferate, 
merge, morph and disappear, APR thrives. 

 
Source: 2011 REAL Trends Top 500 survey, ranked by 
Closed Sales Volume in 2010
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A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Pictures and interviews by Sabina Kashi.

“ My favorite part about fall 
would be that all the leaves 
turn a bright color of orange 
in downtown and it looks 
really cool.”

  Benjamin Marimon, Mountain View

“ My favorite part about fall 
is the fashion. Over the 
summer there are a lot of 
fall sales and I just like
saving up for it.”

  Lulu Samra, San Carlos 

“ The thing I like best about 
fall is that there is a nice 
overcast and there is no 
more scorching sun.”

  Kyle Gonsalves, Mountain View

“ My favorite part about the 
fall is the mixture between the 
weather and the food.”

  Nicole Giron, Santa Clara

“ My favorite part of fall 
is that it rains.”

  Jonathan Tran, Fremont

What is your favorite thing 
about the fall season?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

FREE EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY

INCLUDES EXAM & DIGITAL X-RAYS!

SECOND OPINIONS WELCOME
Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Are you past due for your check-up and cleaning?

w w w. S m i l e s D e n t a l . c o m

· Service  – At smiles dental, we 
believe in treating our patients to the best 
of dentistry and technology with fi rst class 
personal service. 

· Passionate  – Our skilled team is 
passionate about helping our patients 
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

· Smiles  – Our offi ce is equipped 
with the latest technology to help you 
achieve the smile you deserve. 

Dr. William Hall & Dr. Peri Eilers

Health & Beauty

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View 

(Corner of El Camino and Calderon)
650.964.2626

2011

New Year, New You.
Treat yourself to a complimentary consultation with Dr. David R. Boschken

 Start Smiling More

Boschken Orthodontics is one of only 50 offi ces in the United States using the IOC Scanners.

Scanning Special
Mention this ad and receive $750 off Invisalign®. 

Complimentary whitening at the end of treatment.
Boschken Orthodontics

Dr. David R. Boschken, DMD
100 W. El Camino Real, Ste. 63A, Mtn. View, CA 94040

650-964-2626

The Future of Orthodontics - Today at Boschken
Orthodontics 
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P O L I C E L O G

C R I M E B R I E F S

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by Embarcadero 
Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. Periodicals Postage 
Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The Mountain View Voice is mailed 
free upon request to homes and apartments in Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 
per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge 
Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Photo of Maja, Milka and 
Tara Popovic on their visit 

to Novi Sad, Serbia.

Take a photo with the Mountain 
View Voice on your next trip 

 and email to digitalads@
paweekly.com

Spices for Health

SAN FRANCISCO HERB & NATURAL FOOD CO.
47444 Kato Road, Fremont

www.herbspicetea.com

Because Natural Is Better!
Wholesale Herbs, Spices, Teas, 

Tinctures, Oils and Extracts since 1969

St. Simon Parish School
Pre K - 8th Grade

10:1 Kindergarten
is not a myth, it’s a necessity

Discover the St. Simon Difference!

“ Ratios matter – especially in the initial years of your child’s 
education. With experienced early childhood professionals, 
including 2 full-time instructional assistants in each classroom, 
we are able to provide a level of personal attention and 
individualized instruction that your child needs to prosper.”

–Steve Clossick, Principal

DR. LISA LO, O.D. (Optometrist)
NEW LOCATION:

4600 El Camino Real, Ste 101
Los Altos  650.917.1342

www.standardopt.com
Lenses included are CR-39 material only. All other lens options require an additional cost according 
to our usual and customary pricing. All copays must be paid - no exceptions. Sunglasses included 
are green label only. There are no warranties available on sunglasses. Offer expires 11/30/11. Next door to Peet’s & Chef Chu’s

Open 7 days a week

(formerly Standard Optical)

VSP & EyeMed 
Patients 

Extra Savings!

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE!
Get a FREE pair of single 
vision lenses or a FREE 
pair of non-prescription sunglasses when you:
1.  Have an eye exam at our offi ce AND
2.  Purchase a complete pair of eyeglasses or 

year’s supply of contact lenses.

MUGGED BY GUNMAN

 A San Francisco man was robbed 
of his wallet and cell phone in the 
early hours of Oct. 1 while he was 
walking near the Carl’s Jr. fast food 
restaurant on East Middlefield 
Road, police said.
 The 29-year-old victim said that 
someone approached from behind 
at about 2 a.m. and demanded his 
money, according to Liz Wylie, 
public information officer for the 
Mountain View Police Depart-
ment. When he turned around, the 
victim saw a man pointing a silver 
handgun at him. The gunman also 
demanded the victim’s cell phone.

 The victim complied with the 
robber’s demands, handing over 
his wallet and iPhone, Wylie said. 
The robber then fled eastbound on 
East Middlefield Road. The victim 
called police about 20 minutes 
later from his friend’s house on Easy 
Street.
 Officers did not locate the sus-
pect, but police are asking local 
businesses for any surveillance foot-
age they may have of the robbery, 
Wylie said. The suspect is described 
as being either Hispanic or Filipino 
and in his late 20s. He is of medium 
height and build and wore a dark 
hooded sweatshirt at the time of the 
robbery.

ASSAULT
1800 block Drew Av., 9/29

ASSAULT WITH  
DEADLY WEAPON
First block Eldora Dr., 9/28

AUTO BURGLARY
1500 block Crittenden Ln., 9/28
First block E. Middlefield Rd., 9/29
900 block Villa St., 10/2

BATTERY
200 block Castro St., 10/1
First block Fairhaven Ct., 10/1
2300 block California St., 10/2
100 block Bryant St., 10/2
First block Sherland Av., 10/3

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
600 block Showers Dr., 9/30
700 block E. Evelyn Av., 10/3

GRAND THEFT
700 block Continental Cl., 9/29
1000 block Asbury Wy., 10/2

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
2500 block Alvin St., 9/29

ROBBERY
First block Whisman
2200 block W. El Camino Real, 10/3

VANDALISM
200 block Rengstorff Av., 9/28
200 block Castro St., 10/2
1700 Block W. El Camino Real, 10/2
1700 block Ednamary Wy.,
400 block Ortega Av., 10/4

Follow us on Twitter

twitter.com/mvvoice
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Google agrees to talk on 
corporate responsibility

By Daniel DeBolt

This Wednesday residents 
will have a unique oppor-
tunity to engage with 

Google about the company’s 
relationship with its hometown. 
But be aware, there will be an 
unusual effort to keep it civil.
 To discuss “corporate respon-
sibility in Mountain View” 
Google’s John Igoe will sit down 
with three members of the com-
munity in a roundtable in the 
Senior Center ball room for 
two hours on Wednesday night. 
Organizer Ken 
Rosenberg, a 
human relations 
c om m i s s ione r 
for the city, said 
the goal is to talk 
about “poten-
tially contentious 
issues before they 
become overly 
c o n t e n t i o u s .” 
And he hopes it 
will be the first 
of many “civility roundtable” 
discussions. 
 “We’re not going to be lis-
tening to people lecture us,” 
Rosenberg said. Much of the 
event will be the people at the 
roundtable having an unscript-
ed discussion while others 
observe. But Rosenberg adds, 
“My desire is for as many 
people who wish, to participate 
in the conversation. It would be 
a failure in my mind if only the 
people in the middle spoke.” 
 Sitting around the table will be 
Mountain View Whisman School 
Board member Steve Olsen, Old 
Mountain View Neighborhood 
Association secretary Jack Per-
kins and Rick Meyer, owner of 
Meyer Appliance.
 “We’re not going to be picking 
on Google,” Rosenberg stressed. 
He said he’s entrusted the mod-
eration of the discussion to 
Chris Block, CEO of the Ameri-
can Leadership Forum—Silicon 
Valley. Rosenberg said Block 
specializes in facilitating civil 
discussions. If people lose their 
temper, “it doesn’t mean he won’t 
turn that around on you,” Rosen-
berg said. “I don’t know what he’s 
going to do.”
 The potential for resentment 
to build against Google has 

become clear as the company 
buys or leases much of the city’s 
industrial real estate. Thanks 
to Google’s hiring and growth, 
“Mountain View is blessed to 
have more people clamoring to 
get into it then we have space for,” 
Rosenberg said. “It is a problem 
99 percent of cities in the US 
would love to have. We just want 
somebody there who can speak 
about what it’s like to have a big 
presence here.”
 In a recent City Council meet-
ing about Google’s desire to build 
a pair of privately owned bridg-

es over Stevens 
Creek, council 
members blast-
ed the idea, and 
some seemed to 
suggest that they 
felt Google was 
taking more away 
from the commu-
nity than it was 
giving. Google 
said the bridges 
would help its 

headquarters to a new Google 
campus at NASA Ames. Parents 
in the city have also questioned 
whether enough of Google’s 
property taxes are going to local 
schools, which lead to the City 
Council to recently fork over a 
larger share of Google’s property 
tax revenues that get diverted 
into the city’s Shoreline Fund. 
Later, Google donated to schools 
another $1 million.
 For future events, Rosenberg 
said he’s already got a long list of 
topics suggested by City Coun-
cil members, but said, “What I 
don’t want it to be by design is 
some type of a town hall meeting 
where we discuss policy issues.”
 “If we can find a way to talk 
about something that’s polariz-
ing and move that conversation 
forward then the civility round-
table has done its job,” Rosenberg 
said. If people can shake hands 
on the way out and say, “’It was 
nice talking to you,’ that’s the 
place I want to get to.”
 The Oct. 12 event is set to run 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The 
Senior Center is located at 266 
Escuela Avenue.

Email Daniel DeBolt at  
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

MICHELLE LE

Jeff McTighe checks out the new Los Altos High School classroom where he will be teaching students 
about construction using the Paxton/Patterson building skills program.

Not your dad’s shop class
NEW COURSE TEACHES SKILLS TO FUTURE CONTRACTORS,  

ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS

By Nick Veronin

A small percentage of local 
students opted out of an all-
but-mandatory whooping 

cough vaccination this year, school 
officials from both Mountain 
View districts said.
 By signing a waiver, the parents 
of 51 high school students and 14 
middle school students released 
their children from the vaccina-
tion, which is required of all 
seventh- through 12th-graders in 
California this year.

 State Assembly Bill 354, which 
was signed into law near the end of 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s last 
term, mandated the vaccinations 
and came in response to what state 
and county health officials identi-
fied as an “epidemic” of whooping 
cough — a respiratory disease, 
which is particularly dangerous for 
the very young and the frail — that 
swept across California in 2010.
 Parents were allowed to exempt 
their children from the vaccination 
for a variety of reasons, including 
religious beliefs, health concerns 

and other personal reasons.
 Dr. Marty Fenstersheib, a health 
official with Santa Clara County, 
said that neither school district has 
a reason to worry with so few of its 
students opting out of the vaccine. 
Mountain View Whisman’s opt-
outs make up less than 1 percent of 
the entire student body; at Moun-
tain View-Los Altos the number is 
just over 1 percent.
 While it would be ideal to have 
every individual in a population  

Small number of students skip vaccine
HEALTH OFFICIAL SAYS NO NEED FOR CONCERN OVER WHOOPING COUGH RISK

N E W S B R I E F S

■ CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

■ COMMUNITY

■ FEATURES

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

By Nick Veronin

It’s little over a month into the 
school year and Jeff McTighe’s 
classroom at Los Altos High 

School still isn’t completely put 
together. Yet, the lifelong carpen-
ter and handyman can envision 
exactly what it will look like, and 
he is excited.
 “When people see what we’re 
doing, they’re going to be real 
impressed,” McTighe says, as he 
demonstrates how each of the 
various “modules” will help his 
roughly 40 students learn the 
basics of carpentry, heating, venti-
lation, air conditioning, electrical 
wiring, plumbing, masonry and 
landscape design.
 McTighe’s modules are basically 
training stations designed to help 

students practice taking apart and 
reassembling the pipes beneath 
a kitchen sink, for example. The 
insulation and roofing module 
comes in the shape of a miniature 
house, and the electrical module 
requires students to put together 
non-electrified power sockets. 
Behind the classroom — which 
occupies the former site of the 
Los Altos Parent Preschool on the 
southwestern edge of the campus 
— a plot of land will serve as the 
landscaping and masonry labora-
tory.
 The class is the brainchild of 
Brigitte Sarraf, associate super-
intendent of educational services 
for the Mountain View-Los Altos 
Union High School District.
 Sarraf says that the impetus for 

creating an integrated technical 
skills curriculum came from her 
realization that while the majority 
of students in the Mountain View-
Los Altos district go on to attend 
college and universities, around 20 
percent of graduates have a “ticket 
to nowhere.”
 “They have no practical skills 
that will help them get a job,” 
she says, explaining that a high 
school diploma alone is often not 
enough to get non-college-track 
students in the door of any job 
where they will make enough 
money to support themselves. 
However, if all goes according 
to Sarraf’s vision, students who 
take two years of McTighe’s 

  Continued on page 16

  See WHOOPING, page 18

‘We’re not going to 
be picking  
on Google.’
- KEN ROSENBERG



By Nick Veronin

Students gathered in clusters 
throughout the Theuerkauf 
Elementary School court-

yard on Sept. 29 for Literature 
Day Al Fresco, where they lis-
tened to teachers and parent 
volunteers reading aloud from 
childrens’ storybooks.
 The annual celebration of read-
ing has been held for the past eight 
years, said Theuerkauf principal 
Connie Sawdey. She came up with 
the idea in 2003 with the hope that 
it would inspire kids to spend more 
time reading.

 “We want to get the kids excited 
about books and reading early in 
the school year,” Sawdey said. As 
for holding the event outside, she 
said, “I want them to understand 
that they can read anywhere.”
 Holding the event in the court-
yard, and allowing the children 
to freely choose which stories 
they sit down and listen to fosters 
a communal atmosphere where 
friends can positively reinforce 
the idea that reading is fun, 
Sawdey said.
 Ian Whitfield, a fourth-grader 
at Theuerkauf, said he likes being 
able to choose his stories and 

get some fresh air. “It’s nice to 
go outside instead of being in a 
classroom.”
 “The students look forward to 
it every year,” Sawdey said. 
 The principal said she believes 
that the program is having a 
positive impact other than serv-
ing as an educational break from 
the normal classroom routine.
 Since the program began, 
Sawdey said, the school has seen 
an increase in students turn-
ing in recreational reading logs, 
which track how many pages the 
students read on their own after 
school.

By Nick Veronin

A shooting in Cupertino 
caused a science camp in 
Saratoga to go on lock-

down and a number of Mountain 
View schools to close for the day 
on Wednesday, Oct. 5. Mountain 
View students at the science camp 
and students at the schools that 
closed are all safe, local education 
officials said.
 Children from the Mountain 
View Whisman School District 
were attending an overnight sci-
ence camp program in the Saratoga 
hills, according to Craig Goldman, 
superintendent of the Whisman 
district. After the shooting the 
camp immediately went into lock-
down; later in the day, two high 
schools and a preschool in Moun-
tain View shut down as well.
 Mountain View police earlier in 
the day said the department had 
received “unconfirmed informa-
tion ... that the suspect has ties to an 
address located nearby” Mountain 
View and Alta Vista high schools. 

That information later proved to be 
false, police said.
 The gunman opened fire on his 
fellow employees at a cement plant 
in Cupertino around 4:30 a.m. 
Wednesday morning, Oct. 5. Police 
were still searching for the gunman, 
prompting the science camp to 
place its grounds on lock-down.
 Three people are dead and six 
others were wounded in the shoot-
ing spree, which took place mainly 
at the Lehigh Southwest Cement 
Plant at 24001 Stevens Creek Blvd., 
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Lt. 
Rick Sung said. An additional 
victim was shot and injured in an 
attempted car-jacking nearby.
 Goldman said he had personally 
driven to the Walden West Science 
Center, located off of Highway 9 
in Saratoga, about 11 miles by car 
from the cement plant where the 
shooting took place. He said that 
the precautions taken by officials 
at the science camp were to his sat-
isfaction, noting that the children 
from Bubb and Stevenson elemen-
tary schools were able to continue 

participating in activities.
 Barry Groves, superintendent 
of the Mountain View-Los Altos 
Union High School District said 
that police instructed Mountain 
View High School, Alta Vista High 
School, and the Mountain View 
Parent Preschool to shut down at 
about 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 5. All stu-
dents there had gone home for the 
day, he said, due to an early release 
day that had already been sched-
uled. No students, nor any school 
faculty or staff were ever in danger, 
Groves said.
 The high school was set to open 
its doors Thursday and resume its 
normal schedule, Groves said.
 Police identified the suspected 
gunman as Shareef Allman, who 
allegedly opened fire on col-
leagues during an early morning 
meeting at the cement plant. 
Two victims were declared dead 
at the scene and a third later 
died at the hospital, police said. 
After firing on the group, he 
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WE MAKE STUDENTS PROUD 
OF THEIR REPORT CARDS!

000-000-0000
www.clubztutoring.com

With One-On-One Tutoring In Your Home!

FIRST SESSION FREE! Call for details.

Ask About 
Our Proven Study 

Skills Program 650-326-6300
www.clubztutoring.com/sfbay

 The Harker School | Lower School Campus
4300 Bucknall Road, San Jose

Free admission, RSVP online at 
www.harker.org/communityevent

This event, along with the Harker Speaker Series and Harker Concert 
Series, are all part of our ongoing commitment to sharing thoughtful, 
entertaining and engaging events with the 
greater Bay Area community.

“The Latest Tools for 
Understanding and Guiding 

your Preschooler”
A practical morning of information, 

tools and tips, examples and light-hearted 
discussion around the joys and challenges 

of parenting preschoolers.

About Speaker:

Lower School Campus
4300 Bucknall Rd.

408.871.4600
communications@harker.org

www.harker.org

Dr. Annye Rothenberg, a noted Bay Area expert in young chil-
dren, is a child/parent psychologist and child-rearing specialist 
who has provided unique, short-term, results-oriented guidance 
for hundreds of families on the Peninsula. She is an adjunct fac-
ulty member in pediatrics at Stanford University Medical School 
and the founder of a major parenting program in Palo Alto. She 
is the author of four award-winning books for preschoolers and 
their parents: “Mommy and Daddy are Always Supposed to 
Say Yes – Aren’t They?,” “Why Do I have To?,” “I Like to Eat 
Treats” and “I Don’t Want to Go to the Toilet.”

presented by
Dr. Annye Rothenberg

Thu., Oct. 20
9 a.m.

C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

Students step out to take in books

Shooter prompts campus lock-down

CHEER CLINIC FUNDRAISER

 The Los Altos High School 
Cheer team is going to Nationals 
for the second year in a row. To 
raise money for the competition, 
a Cheer Clinic will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 8, from 1-5 p.m. 
at Los Altos High School, 201 
Almond Avenue, Los Altos.
 The Cheer Clinic includes 
instruction in cheerleading, 
dancing, ribbon making, stunt-
ing, gymnastics and games 
taught by the LAHS cheer team. 
This event is open to ages 5-13 
years old and costs $40, which 
includes goodie bags, instruction 
and a half-time performance. 
Contact losaltoscheercoach@
yahoo.com for information. 
—Sabina Kashi

Pago to raise money for 
Whisman district

By Nick Veronin

The makers of the smart-
phone application Pago 
are raising money for the 

local elementary school district 
during a two-week campaign.
 The app, which is only available 
in Mountain View and Las Vegas, 
allows people to make purchases 
from local merchants directly 
from their cell phone, then show 
up, skip the line and grab whatever 
it is they’ve ordered.
 Several local businesses with 
virtual stores on Pago will be 
donating anywhere from 5 to 20 
percent of all purchases made 
through the app to the Mountain 
View Whisman School District 

over the period of Oct. 3 through 
Oct. 16. Bajis Cafe, Gelayo Gusto, 
Las Muchachas and Baskin Rob-
bins are all on board.
 “I’m a big believer and support-
er of local school districts and 
institutions,” said Leo Rocco, 
founder and CEO of Pago.
 Craig Goldman, superinten-
dent of the Mountain View 
School District, said that his 
district was not partnering with 
the app-maker in any official 
capacity, but was pleased that a 
local company was working to 
raise money for his schools.
 “We appreciate their willing-
ness to share a portion of their 
revenues with local schools,” 
Goldman said.

  See SHOOTING, page 18
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650-948-0881Open Daily 

8am-7pm

 Prices Effective 

10/05 thru 10/11 

Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

COLORED
SQUASH

SUGAR SWEET
LARGE SIZE
VINE RIPEN'D

VERY SWEET
AND CRISP
LARGE SIZE

2

2

$300

$300

LBS
FOR

LBS
FOR

ORGANIC LOCAL

ZUCCHINI
99¢

39¢

LB.

BUN.

BRUSSEL SPROUTS

ORGANIC LOCAL

BROCCOLI
$149

LOCALLY GROWN

HONEY DEWS
LOCALLY GROWN

RED PEPPERS

LB. LB.

PETALUMA POULTRY
BONELESS SKINLESS

BREASTS ..........$499
LB.

ORGANIC BONELESS SKINLESS

BREASTS ..........$699
LB.

LARGE
FRESH
BUNCHES

TENDER
LOCALLY
GROWN

20 KINDS OF LOCAL

TOMATOES

PUMPKINS
ARE HERE NOW
OVER 12 VARIETIES
POMEGRANATES

HUCKLEBERRIES
PADRON PEPPERS

$149
LB.

99¢

LB.

ORGANIC NORTHWEST

FUJI APPLES
$199LARGE

SWEET
CRISP

LB.

NATURAL SEEDLESS

GRAPES
$169SUGAR

SWEET
LOCAL

GIZDICH RANCH

APPLES
LOCAL
SIX
KINDS

Great Prices! Excellent Service!

DIAMOND BOUTIQUE BY HODJAT

Importer of fi ne Jewelry 
and Diamonds

50 Years in Business

Full Service - Design & Repair

We buy jewelry and gold

Watch Repair

129 Main St, Los Altos | 650.917.7900

The Jean and Bill Lane
Lecture Series  2011–2012

Presents

Mary Oliver

FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Information: 650.723.0011    http://creativewriting.stanford.edu 

Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

Reading
Monday, October 10, 2011, 8:00 p.m.

Cemex Auditorium
Knight Management Center

641 Knight Way, Stanford University

“MARY OLIVER’s poetry is fine and deep; 
it reads like a blessing.” - Stanley Kunitz

Photo by Rachel Giese Brown

Businesses look to 
crowdsourcing

By Angela Hey

Does your business need 
better promotion? Do you 
want to compile a sales 

lead list? Why not split the job into 
tasks, broadcast requirements on 
the Internet, find skilled contrac-
tors and get results quickly? That’s 
crowdsourcing.
 Frederick Taylor, the father 
of scientific management, was 
responsible for making factories 
efficient by breaking jobs down 
into little tasks. In his classic 
treatise “Scientific Management” 
he wrote about factories of 500 to 
1,000 people that aimed for “the 
best initiative of every workman.” 
This led to a huge blue-collar 
skilled labor force. 
 Fast-forward 100 years to 
Google’s campus, where I 
attended the Crowdsortium 
Symposium last May to learn 
about crowdsourcing.  Crowd-
sortium is an informal group 
of 85 companies interested in 
discussing crowdsourcing prac-
tices and trends. Just as Freder-
ick Taylor changed manufac-
turing by turning craftspeople 
and artisans into assembly line 
workers, crowdsourcing is tak-
ing today’s professionals and 
turning them into skilled labor 
on virtual assembly lines driven 
by web software.
 First, a crowdsourcing website 
will host a vast number of work-
ers — thousands of times more 
than in a factory. Mountain View’s 
Elance has over 500,000 free-
lancers and over 160,000 active 
clients. MerchantCircle, another 
Mountain View company, has 
1.6 million merchants. San Fran-
cisco’s CrowdFlower that helps 
companies manage data has over 
1.5 million workers.
 Secondly, as in a factory, the 
pay can be very low. With an 
hourly minimum wage of $8, 
some companies won’t take on 
California workers. You might get 
five cents for entering data from a 
web search. In Mountain View, a 
$200-per-month wage is tiny, but 
in a country where the average 
monthly wage is $40, it provides 
riches. 
 Elance takes a cut of the client’s 
payment to a worker. Graphic 
design firm 99designs runs con-
tests and only the best submitters 
get paid. Fabio Rosati, CEO of 
Elance, is not in favor of the contest 
business model, as losers aren’t 
paid. He believes that professional 
designers’ guilds increasingly will 
want adequate compensation for 
their members. 
 Third, just as Taylor wanted 
the best out of every work-
er, crowdsourcing companies 

are fastidious 
about quality. 
Workers can get 
stars and rat-
ings. Redwood 
City’s, oDesk, 
offering profes-
sional services, 
qualifies work-
ers with tests. 
CrowdFlower 
can use mul-
tiple workers 

to catch errors. It seeds work 
with questions that have known 
answers to eliminate spammers.  
Ben Smith, chairman of Mer-
chantCircle, attracts merchants 
with information created by 
crowdsourcing. For example, 
plumbers may be attracted to 
a question about a failed water 
softener.
 Finally, crowdsourcing firms 
are becoming more specialized. 
From Colorado, Trada, whose 
CEO Niel Robertson was a co-
founder of Crowdsortium, has 
2,000 workers who find key-
words and design ads for search 
engines Google and Bing. Trada 
gives its adword creators better 
assignments as they gain experi-
ence. Not surprisingly, Google 
Ventures is an investor in Trada. 
 Niel says he is in the process of 
surveying Crowdsortium mem-
bers on the economic impact of 
crowdsourcing. Results will be 
published in the next few weeks. 
He believes that a real economic 
revolution is underway and that it 
is moving the economy forward, 
because location is no longer a bar-
rier to getting a job.
 Programmers, designers, testers, 
marketers, video creators, strate-
gists and writers here may lose 
out competing against crowds in 
lower-cost communities. Savvy 
professionals will hire crowd work-
ers and choose higher value tasks 
for themselves. A Stanford profes-
sor joins a crowd as the perfect 
expert to solve a hard problem. A 
traveler waiting in an airport gets 
paid to answer a few questions. 
Stay-at-home parents, the disabled, 
retirees, students and the unem-
ployed will join crowds to find new 
income sources.
 Crowdsourcing enables small 
companies to get a stunning 
logo, professional sales collateral, 
a stellar website and a list of sales 
leads to compete successfully with 
major corporations. How will your 
business change?
 Will you hire the crowd or join 
the crowd? V

Angela Hey advises technology 
companies on marketing and 

business development. She can be 
reached at amhey@techviser.com.
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Thank you to everyone who voted for us

2011

best take out

2 0 1 1

best new 
restaurant

SANDWICHES
Gyro 6.95
A mixture of seasoned lamb & beef slow roasted and 
rolled in a warm pita bread with onions, tomatoes and 
tzatziki saue

Chicken Gyro 6.95
Slow roasted chicken, shredded, seasoned and rolled 
in a qarm pita bread with onions, tomatoes and tzatziki 
sauce

Vegetarian Gryo 5.95
A mixture of grilled seasoned vegetables, rolledin a 
warm pita bread with onions, tomatoes and tzatziki 
sauce

Chicken Pesto Panini 6.95
Slow roasted chicken, shredded and seasoned to per-
fection topped with provolone cheese, basil, pesto and 
mayonnaise pressed between a warm pita bread

Vegetarian Panini 5.95
A mixture of seasoned grilled vegetables topped 
with provolone cheese, basil, pesto and mayonnaise 
pressed between a warm pita bread

SOUPS
Avgolemono 5.25
The famous “egg lemon soup” with tender pieces of 
chicken breast and rice in an egg-lemon broth

Soup of The Day 5.25

Come in 
or call now 

650-949-gyro
4546 El Camino Real, 

Los ALtos
www.gogogyro.com 

DIPS (served with warm pita wedges)
Hummus 5.00
Chickpeas, tahini, garlic, lemon juice and extra virgin 
olive oil
Tyrokafteri “Fire Cheese” 5.00
Spicy feta dip – Greek cheeses, mixed with hot pepper, 
extra virgin olive oil and spices
Tarmosalata 5.00
Homemade Greek Caviar
Skordalia 5.00
Creamy garlic and potato spread
Tzatsiki Sauce 5.00
Thick Greek yogurt mixed with garlic, cucumber and extra 
virgin olive oil
Pikilia – Sampler 12.75
Hummus, Tyrofafteri, Melitzanosalta and Skordalia

GREEK FAVORITES
Gigantes – Greek Lima Beans 5.75
Slow baked tomatoes, garlic and herbs
Spanakopita 4.50
Spinach, feta cheese, herbs and spices wrapped in fi lo 
dough and baked until golden
Dolmathes 4.50
Our homemade specialty! Grape leaves stuffed with rice, 
herbs and spices topped with a lemon butter sauce and 
served with tzatsiki
Tyropita 5.25
A Greek favorite blend of cheeses, herbs and spices 
wrapped in fi llo dough & baked until golden
Pastitsio 5.50
Our version of Lasagna! Layers of Greek pasta and meat 
sauce topped with a rich béchamel sauce. Served with side 
salad

DESSERTS
Baklava – A classic! 4.00
Layers of Fillo Dough and a mixture if nuts and spices, 
baked and topped with honey syrup
Rizogalo – Rice Pudding 4.00
Homemade rice pudding sprinkled with cinnamon
Homemade Greek Yogurt 3.25
Thick Greek yogurt, topped with honey and nuts or our 
sweet cherry preserve

best 
MEDITERRANEAN

2 0 1 1

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Topless MIMOSAS

foot test site at Moffett Field in 
only two years. It required $57,000 
worth of EHC, or 23,000 pounds, 
which was injected into numer-
ous wells, but it can also be placed 
in a trench to create a permeable 
wall that treats groundwater as it 
moves. 
 EHC has been used to clean up 
a site about the size of the MEW 
plume in Kansas, and many oth-
ers, Mueller said. The company 
has even drilled right through 
building floors to inject it into the 
ground. 
 But the challenge with using such 
technologies at the MEW is that 
buildings and businesses stand in 
the way of placing it in the ground, 
which may be an increasing prob-
lem as the MEW area has become 
prime real estate for tech companies. 
EPA project manager Alana Lee said 
Verisign blocked a proposal for in-
situ treatment on an MEW property 
at one point because it would have 
interfered with its ongoing use of the 
property.  
 Google is set to move next year 
into a 447,000-square-foot cam-
pus called the Quad, which is over 
the MEW plume. Last week the 
developer and owner of the site, 
Keenan Lovewell, won approval 

of an expansion of the campus for 
Google, which may not be built for 
several years. It includes 181,000 
square feet of office space and two 
parking garages.
 Mueller said it may make sense 
to clean up a contaminated area 
where new buildings will go while 
it’s still accessible.
 “It strikes me that before you put 
up a new building, now seems to 
be the time to try to do something 
while you still have access to it,” 
Mueller said.
 Developer John Lovewell 
expressed an interest in clean-
ing up the site at last week’s City 
Council meeting.”If we could 
clean it up tomorrow, that would 
be great,” he said. 
 But Lee said the EPA has not 
heard from Lovewell or Google 
and has not received a proposal 
for using new cleanup methods on 
the site. 
 “If Lovewell or any other devel-
oper says, “EPA, we would like you 
to clean up this property before we 
develop it,’ I’m sure EPA would 
jump at the chance,” Siegel said.
 Google, which promised to be 
a good neighbor to Whisman 
residents at last week’s council 
meeting, declined to comment on 
the issue.

Email Daniel DeBolt at  
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

CLEANUP
  Continued from page 1

COURTESY ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

The Middlefield-Ellis-Whisman Study Area is a plume of TCE-contaminated ground water that is 1.5 miles 
long and 2,000 feet wide. The maps shows that contamination under the Quad office complex is contained 
within “slurry walls.” 
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plane, four passengers and 1,000 
pounds of lithium-polymer bat-
teries. And it was pulled by the 
most powerful electric motor 
ever put in an airplane, with 194 
horsepower, according to Pipes-
trel officials. 
 At an average speed of 100 miles 
per hour, the result was the electric 
equivalent of 101 miles per gallon 
of gasoline, or 403.5 “passenger 
miles per gallon,” as the competi-
tion multiplied each plane’s mile-
age by the number of seats.
 Google sponsored the contest, 
which provided $1.65 million in 
prize money to the contestants, 
including $80,000 for the second 
place E-Genius plane, an elec-
tric two-seater from Stuttgart 
University in Germany which 
achieved 375.8 passenger miles 
per gallon. 
 The event was organized by 
NASA and the Comparative 
Aircraft Flight Efficiency Foun-
dation. The foundation has been 
running such contests since the 
gas crisis of the 1970s, when 20 
miles per gallon was a major 
feat for a plane. Technology has 
changed rapidly.
 “Two years ago, the thought 
of flying 200 miles at 100 miles 
per hour in an electric aircraft 
was pure science fiction,” said 
Jack Langelaan, leader of Team 
Pipistrel-USA.com. 
 The Slovakian-built Pipistrel 
was flown by David Morss of 
Redwood City and Robin Reid 
of Independence, Ore. Concrete 
blocks took the place of two addi-
tional passengers. The Pipistrel 
was the only plane in the compe-
tition that could hold more than 
two passengers.

 The E-Genius and the Taurus 
G4 were the main contenders 
in the event as the only purely 
electric planes.
 In comparison to the electric 
planes, a gasoline-powered entry 
from Florida, the Phoenix, was 
able to achieve 94.3 passenger 
miles per gallon with two pas-
sengers. Like the other planes in 
the event, the Phoenix is based 
on a glider. It weighs half what 
the electric planes do at just 754 
pounds when empty. 
 Aviation journalist Dean Sigler 
was enthusiastic about what may 
be a bigger accomplishment than 
most people realize, even in the 
aviation world. 
 “If your car were going 100 
miles per hour you wouldn’t get 
anywhere near that efficiency,” 
Sigler said.

Email Daniel DeBolt at dde-
bolt@mv-voice.com

GREEN PLANES
  Continued from page 1

MICHELLE LE

At left:  The Pipistrel Taurus G4 
took home the $1.3 million prize 
for most energy efficient plane. 
Below: Spectators check out one 
of the two cockpits of the Pipistrel 
Taurus G4 at the Green Flight 
Challenge on Oct. 3. Bottom: 
Crew members take second-place 
winner EGenius off the runway. 

MICHELLE LE
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We’ve been innovators for 50 years,  
 and we have a lot to show for it.

You’re invited!
Visit our Innovation Stations (1–4 p.m.)
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Are you a Stanford Hospital, Lucile Packard, or Menlo Medical Clinic 
allergy or asthma patient 

covered by Anthem Blue Cross?

We can help you.
At Atherton Allergists, we continue to accept Anthem Blue Cross Insurance.

We are available to see you right away, and take care 
of  all your immediate and long term allergy and asthma needs.

Give us a call. 

(650) 556-9577
3301 El Camino Real, Suite 101 Atherton, CA  94027

www.athertonallergists.com

2037 Old Middlefi eld Way 
Mountain View, CA 94043
Open Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm

SERVICE EXCELLENCE 
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Visit us at:  www.deansautomotive.com Find us on
Facebook 650-961-0302

To schedule your appointment, 
please call us today at 650-961-0302

Finding a good 
auto repair shop 
is like fi nding a 
good doctor, hang 
on to them. Dean’s 
is by far the most 
professionally run 
auto repair shop 
on the peninsula.
B.G., Mountain View

“

”

Entrust the care of your 
Hybrid vehicle to us, 
and enjoy expert service 
in a stress-free environment 
with a lot of TLC.

2009

2010
RUNNER-UP

2011

VOTED BEST 
AUTO REPAIR 2011

“We go beyond auto repair to auto care.”

Support 
Mountain View Voice’s 

print and online coverage 
of our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/MountainView

Jane Horton lives in a house affected by TCE vapors. 

to humans by all routes of expo-
sure” and says that inhalation can 
cause “hepatic, renal, neurological, 
immunological, reproductive, and 
developmental effects.” 
 A link long has been suspected 
between TCE exposure and a 
cluster of seniors with Parkinson’s 
disease and brains tumors on and 
around Walker Drive near Whis-
man Road. The Voice reported in 
2002 that six residents were found 
with Parkinson’s on Walker Drive 
and four others were found nearby 
who had had brain tumors. They 
had all lived for decades next to 
an area that may have provided a 
steady supply of TCE vapors — 
vapors that continue to be measur-
able in the outdoor air.
 Activist and Whisman Road resi-
dent Jane Horton said the report’s 
release was a small victory for the 
Walker Drive residents and many 

others who have been exposed to 
TCE nationwide. 
 “We can now say, ‘Yes, this is a 
bad chemical and yes, it is proven,’” 
said Horton. “The fact this even 
happened, especially in this politi-
cal climate, is a cause for celebra-
tion.”
 Some suspect that an air stripper 
used for years to treat TCE con-
taminated groundwater on the east 
side of Whisman Road near Walker 
Drive was partly to blame for the 
cases of Parkinson’s, a degenerative 
disease affecting the central ner-
vous system. Like a smokestack, 
the air stripper vented TCE to 
the atmosphere as contaminated 
groundwater was pumped to the 
surface. 
 “Everyone seems to think that 
there is something strange about 
this, everyone is concerned, espe-
cially the people who have Par-

  Continued from page 1

  Continued on page 14
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The City of Mountain View will flush portions of the City’s 
water system beginning in October, 2011.  Flushing helps to 
maintain water quality by removing accumulated sand and 
sediment from water lines.  

The first area to be flushed is bordered by Central 
Expressway on the south, Highway 101 on the north, San 
Antonio Road on the west and Whisman Road on the east.  
The second area to be flushed will be north of highway 101.  
Signs and barricades will be posted in neighborhoods the 
day before flushing begins, and all flushing is anticipated to 
be complete by November 30, 2011.

If you would like more information about the City’s water 
system flushing program or have questions or concerns 
while City personnel are in your neighborhood, please 
contact the Public Services Division at (650) 903-6329 or 
visit the City’s website at www.mountainview.gov. 

Atrial fibrillation is the most common heart rhythm 

problem, affecting over 2 million Americans. Without 

detection and treatment, atrial fibrillation can affect 

quality of life and cause stroke and heart failure

Expert Stanford physician specialists will discuss 

the signs and symptoms of Atrial Fibrillation and the 

options for evaluation and treatment, which may 

improve quality of life and decrease complications.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29

9:30AM – 11:00AM

Sheraton Palo Alto (Justine Room)

625 El Camino Real  Palo Alto, CA

To RSVP, email: events@stanfordmed.org

Please register, seating is limited.

MODERATED BY:
Paul J. Wang, MD, FACC, FHRS
Professor of Medicine
Director, Stanford Arrhythmia Service

ATRIAL
FIBRILLATION 
AWARENESS 

For more information:

www.stanfordhospital.org/afib-event

WHEN IT’S YOUR CHILD, 
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

Ecole internationale de la Péninsule

PRE-SCHOOL

Outstanding full-
day program.

LANGUAGE

Longest running 
bilingual 
immersion school 
in the area. 
Experienced 
native-speaking 
faculty.

ACADEMICS

Established English 
curriculum. 
Rigorous program 
in a nurturing 
environment. Low 
student-to-teacher 
ratio.

TEACHING MANDARIN CHINESE IMMERSION FOR 15 
YEARS. A LEADER IN FRENCH IMMERSION IN PALO 
ALTO. ACCEPTING PRE-SCHOOL APPLICATIONS. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE PENINSULA

RSVP FOR A TOUR!
PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
NOVEMBER 12, 2011

kinson’s,” said resident Lori Hand 
in 2002. Hand said three had died 
and two others were in their 70s at 
the time. She said they had all lived 
there for over 40 years. 
 No evidence was found to make 
a link with the Parkinson’s cluster. 
The air was never tested inside the 
homes of those with Parkinson’s 
and Horton said the outdoor air 
wasn’t tested until the air stripper 
was replaced with special filters that 
contained the vapors.
 It was suspected that the TCE 
vapors, which have a half life of sev-
eral days, were blowing into people’s 
homes. “It’s when it gets trapped in 
your home that it becomes a prob-
lem,” Horton said. 
 Horton has some experience with 
that problem. Her Whisman Road 
home, which she purchased in 1975, 
was the only one in the area found 
to contain unacceptable levels of 
TCE vapors. The vapors were enter-
ing her basement from the large 
contaminated groundwater plume 
that computer component manu-
facturers left behind. A ventilation 
system now runs at all hours to 
keep the vapors out of the house, 
even in power outages, and her air 
is tested twice a year.
 TCE vapors can still be measured 
in the outdoor air. Lenny Siegel, 
director of the Center for Public 
Environmental Oversight, said it 
was at 0.2 micrograms per cubic 
meter last time he checked, which 
is well below EPA’s standards for 
indoor air. It wasn’t uncommon for 
it to be well over 1 microgram per 
cubic meter at such sites when TCE 
was in use, which is above current 
standards for indoor air.
 The EPA says 761 superfund 
sites are contaminated with TCE 
nationwide. People have died “hor-
rible deaths” from their exposure 
to TCE in other places, Horton 
said. When she testified about 
TCE to the National Academy of 
Sciences, Horton recalled several 
“heartbreaking stories”, including 
one form a brother and sister who 
carried their father’s ashes. He was 
one of many workers of a Mattel toy 
factory in Oregon who died after 
exposure to high levels of TCE.  
 “This has really been long and 
lonely battle for individuals all 
throughout the country,” Hor-
ton said. 
 The EPA’s final health assess-
ment for TCE is expected to accel-
erate cleanup efforts and make 
cleanup standards for indoor air 
and drinking water more strin-
gent, especially in other states. By 
all accounts, the EPA’s local 
cleanup standards are already 
relatively stringent and may not 
change much. But local activists 
say they are still frustrated by the 
slow pace of cleanup in the Whis-
man Road area. V

Email Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

  Continued from page 11
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Class Schedule:
M-F: 8:00AM, 10:00AM, 4:30PM & 6:30PM
Sat and Sun: 8:00AM, 10:00AM & 4:00PM
1910-E W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
T: 650.967.2968  
E: info@bikramyogamountainview.com
http://www.bikramyogamountainview.com

Intro Special
“10 Days for $20!”

A
NNIVERSARY
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S WATCH REPA
IR

SINCE 1983

WATCH
REPAIRM

&
S

The Premier Site for Watch Repair

1040 Grant Rd, Mountain View 
(650) 969-5601

5285 Prospect Rd, San Jose
(408) 257-1370

525 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(650) 329-8939

REGULAR WATCH 
BATTERY

$6.95
EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2011

SPECIAL

We believe education can be 
engaging and joyous.
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920 peninsula way, menlo park, ca  |  650.325.1584
www.peninsulaschool.org

Peninsula School
class will graduate ready to get an 
entry-level contracting job.
 And for those who do want 
to continue their education 
after high school, Sarraf says, 
the class will provide a solid 
foundation for them to become 
anything from a foreman to an 
architect or civil engineer.
 “This is nothing like an auto 
shop or metal shop or wood shop,” 
Sarraf says, noting that the class 
comes at a time when many such 
programs are disappearing from 
public schools. “This is teaching 
skills to kids to become apprentices, 
to become journeymen, to become 
contractors and to become archi-
tects and engineers.”
 McTighe, the son of a contrac-
tor, says that in a way he is “jeal-
ous” of the kids in his class. In his 
day, the only way one could break 
into a skilled trade field was to 
have a connection through fam-
ily or friends, or hope that a local 
contractor would take you on as 
an apprentice.
 “This opens their eyes and 
introduces them to the necessary 
skills” needed to work as a con-
tractor, McTighe says. “There are 
a lot of students that will be able 
to use these skills to go on and 
make a living.” V

  Continued from page 5

Jeff McTighe’s students at 
Los Altos High School will learn 
contracting skills in his classroom’s 
hands-on learning modules.
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Stanford Hospital & Clinics is in contract negotiations with 
Anthem Blue Cross and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital is 
in contract negotiations with Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of California. During negotiations, both hospitals are still seeing 
patients insured with these health plans. During this period, we will 
limit your financial responsibility for co-payments and deductibles to 
the level you would pay if we were an in-network provider.

We encourage you, our patients and families, to call us with any questions at 1.877.519.6099 
or 650.736.5998. We look forward to continuing to provide patients and families with 
access to our leading physicians, medical professionals, pioneering medical advances 
and world class, state-of-the-art care.

WE ARE
HERE

FOR YOU
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FOOTHILL COLLEGE

Some of the Topics Are:
$  HOW TO INVEST IN DIFFICULT TIMES  
$  STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESSFUL ESTATES
$  THE BEST WAYS OF INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE
$ ETFs, BONDS & MUTUAL FUNDS & STOCK
$  THE NEW WORLD OF TAXES
$ THE UNKNOWN DANGERS OF TAX-FREE INCOME
$  PROTECTING WEALTH & ASSETS IN TROUBLED TIMES
$  MANAGING YOUR MONEY TO YOUR ADVANTAGE
$  WHAT TO DO RIGHT NOW & FINANCIAL PLANNING
$  HOW TO CHOOSE A TOP-NOTCH ADVISOR
$  TURNING THE MOST COMMON FINANCIAL MISTAKES INTO PROFIT
$  HOW TO PROPERLY INTEGRATE YOUR IRAs & 401(k)s
$  ECONOMIC HEDGING & ASSET ALLOCATION
$  HOW TO INVEST FOR/IN RETIREMENT
$  AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

SOME COMMENTS FROM PAST CLASS MEMBERS:
“This course has been excellent, very informative and enlightening.”
“...Very objective in presentation of material...”
“I have looked forward to each class like opening a new package each week.”
“The course exceeded my expectations.”
“... A very helpful, well thought out, well presented course. I have  

recommended it to many people.”
“Well done, informative, stimulating.”
“Terrific! Loved the course.”
“ Your ability to take subject matter and make it understandable  
commands my highest respect.”

THIS IS THE ONLY AD THAT WILL APPEAR FOR THIS 
COURSE. PLEASE CUT OUT AND BRING TO CLASS

(This space donated to Foothill College. Not paid with tax dollars.)

A SIX-WEEK  
INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL 

PLANNING CLASS

Invites you to join us  
on the main campus – Room 1501

(Just Minutes from either Foothill Expwy or 280)

“Outstanding Course!”
“I don’t want to exaggerate, but I truly believe this course has 
improved my life and my financial well-being. The instructors 
had an outstanding command of the material and presented it 
thoughtfully and with great humor & insight.”

Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 PM. It is better for you to register 
now, but you may also register the first evening of class on OCT. 12th. 
(Class #057). The cost is $49. No prior financial knowledge is required. To 
register call (408) 864-8817, or online, www.communityeducation.fhda.edu 
(in the Financial Planning section).

The instructors have taught over 30,000 Northern 
Californians their money managing techniques.

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTORS

Steve Lewis is President of Lewis & Mathews Investment 
Management in Menlo Park. He is a college professor, invest-
ment counselor, Value Line award winner, financial author and 
has appeared on national radio and television. He is a past officer 
of the S.C. International Association of Financial planners and 
served on the National Academy Advisory Board. He has written 
for Money magazine and Dow Jones's Barron's.

Jim Curran is a veteran of over 25 Years on Wall Street. He is 
President of Curran & Lewis Investment Management, Inc., in 
Menlo Park, a Wealth Manager Magazine top Wealth Management 
firm. He is Chief Portfolio Manager, and specializes in investment 
advice for individual investors, companies, and their officers. He 
is an accomplished and dynamic college and business lecturer. 

vaccinated, that is an unreason-
able expectation, Fenstersheib said. 
Furthermore, with more than 95 
percent of the Mountain View 
student population vaccinated, 
he said that all schools in both 
districts should have what is called 
“herd immunity,” meaning that 
even if one student did contract 
whooping cough, the chances of it 

spreading are extremely low.
 “They’ve done a great job,” Fen-
stersheib said. “That’s a very small 
percentage of students that have 
opted out.”
 The doctor said that most par-
ents opt out because of religious 
or personal beliefs. While he took 
caution not to be critical of such 
beliefs, Fenstersheib said scientific 
evidence demonstrates that when 
enough people in a population for-
go vaccination against any disease, 
they do so at their own peril. There 

is no evidence that suggests the 
vaccine against whooping cough 
has any negative side effects, with 
the exception of a very few people 
who have had bad reactions to the 
vaccine, he said.
 A nurse from the Mountain View 
Whisman School District and the 
superintendent of the Mountain 
View-Los Altos School District said 
they were not concerned with the 
number of students in their respec-
tive districts that have gone without 
the vaccine. V

WHOOPING
  Continued from page 5

MICHELLE LE.

KIDS DIG RUGBY
Top: Graham Middle School eighth-grader Chris Pena-Prado kicks a rugby ball during an exercise hosted by 
Paul Lynch and the Stanford University Men’s and Women’s rugby teams. The even was hosted at Graham on 
Sept. 30. Above: Matt Sherman, the head coach for Stanford’s rugby team and coach for the USA Eagles, 
demonstrated how to toss a rugby ball to the students. 

fled the work site and allegedly 
attempted to hijack a woman’s 
car at gunpoint. The woman 
resisted and he shot her once.
 The woman was taken to a local 
hospital and is being treated for her 
injuries, which are not considered 
life threatening, police said.
 Allman is described as a black man 

in his late 40s, about 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighing about 215 pounds. At 
the time of the Voice went to press 
on Wednesday afternoon, Allman 
remained at large, and police and 
sheriff’s deputies said he is consid-
ered armed and dangerous. He is 
believed to be carrying a rifle and a 
handgun, said Sung.
 “Mountain View residents are 
encouraged to be vigilant and to 
report any suspicious activities or 

people to the MVPD by calling the 
non-emergency number at 650-
903-6395,” Wylie said. “Anyone who 
believes they see the suspect should 
call 9-1-1 immediately and should 
not attempt to contact him or talk 
to him. Anyone with information 
about the immediate whereabouts 
of the suspect should call 9-1-1.”

—Bay City News contributed  
to this report.

SHOOTING
  Continued from page 6
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Health Professional Education 
in Genetics, said in a press release 
that she hopes the program will 
address a knowledge gap that 
exists in the field and serve as a 
model for physicians around the 
country to improve their under-
standing of genomics.
 “We think there is a critical 
need for physician education 
about genomics,” Scott said. The 
coalition is one of two organiza-
tions the hospital is partnering 
with in the effort.
 The other organization on 
board is Genetic Alliance. 
 “Surveys show that patients are 
increasingly looking to genom-
ics in order to make informed 
decisions and to find better 
treatment options,” said James 
O’Leary, chief innovation offi-

cer for Genetic Alliance. “Their 
doctors need to be able to com-
municate the risks and benefits 
of those decisions.”
 Pifer said that many patients 
read about genetic treatments 
in magazines and newspapers 
and show up at their doctor’s 
office looking for professional 
advice, only to find that their 
doctor may know less than they 
do about it. He said that it is par-
ticularly important for doctors 
to be educated, as it often takes a 
doctoral degree to be able to dis-
cern which treatments are worth 
pursuing and which aren’t.
 “New applications could be 
good, or they could be flashes 
in the pan,” Pifer said. There are 
many companies in the United 
States that can sequence a per-
son’s entire DNA, and some have 
marketed themselves to consum-
ers promising that if they only 
learn their genome sequence they 
will have a road map of every-

thing they need to know about 
their health, Pifer said.
 But it isn’t as simple as that, he 
warned, and having a primary 
care physician that is versed in the 
latest genomics research can help 
patients make better decisions.
 “The fact of the matter is, when 
you get past the hype you realize 
that there are just incredibly use-
ful and excellent applications of 
genomic tests,” Pifer said.
 And for patients seeing special-
ists, having a doctor that is famil-
iar with genomic treatments for 
particular diseases is important, 
he explained, noting that the 
technology now exists to map the 
genomes not just of individuals 
but of an individual’s cancer.
 “The oncologist can come up 
with very specific treatments” 
based upon the genomic readout 
of cancer cells, he said. “It’s treat-
ments that are personalized not 
just to the type of cancer you 
have, but to your tumor.” V

GENOMICS
  Continued from page 1

Africa
through

African lens!

2011
Silicon Valley

African Film Festival
(SVAFF)

October 14-16, 2011
Community School of Music and Arts

230 San Antonio Circle, 
Mountain View, CA 94040

30+ films
16 Countries

1 weekend

Tickets:
$20 - One Day Pass

$30 - Full Festival Pass
$5 discount for Seniors / Students

Children 12 and under - FREE

BUY ONLINE: www.svaff.org

Presented by Oriki Theater in partnership 
with Community School of Music and Arts.

415-774-6787 | www.svaff.org

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE:
Friday, October 14:

10:00 AM: “Africa in the Classroom Film Series” 
for Students / Teachers.

6:00 PM: Free Screening of “Rwanda-Beyond the 
Deadly Pit” / Community dialogue on Forgive-

ness. Filmmaker Gilbert Ndahayo in attendance.

Saturday, October 15:
10:00 AM: Official Opening Ceremony (FREE).
12-11 PM: Film Screenings | Dialogue with film-

makers | Filmmakers Reception Party.

Sunday, October 16:
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM: Film Screenings.
7:00 PM: Closing / Awards Ceremony.

To include your Church in  

Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc  

at 650-326-8210 ext. 6596  
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

A Guide to the  
Spiritual Community

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday Services: Worship 10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Study Groups: 10-11 a.m.

Pastor Kenny Fraser, B.A.M. DIV

1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View Office Hrs. M-F 9am-1pm 
www.mtviewda.adventistfaith.org  Phone: 650-967-2189

 Class-action lawsuit filed 
against Stanford

By Sue Dremann

A class-action lawsuit for 
$20 million has been filed 
against Stanford Hospital 

& Clinics over a patient-infor-
mation breach, the hospitals 
announced Monday, Oct. 3.
 Shana Springer, a woman 
whose information ended up 
on a website after an oversight 
by a subcontractor, filed a class-
action suit on Sept. 28 in Los 
Angeles County Superior Court.
 Springer sought treatment 
at Stanford’s emergency room 
around Aug. 31, 2009 and pro-
vided her personal information 
and hospital account number, 
according to the lawsuit.
 The suit alleges the infor-
mation posted on the website 
included her name, medical 
record and hospital account 
numbers, admission/discharge 
dates, diagnoses codes and bill-
ing charges.
 It asks for $1,000 per class 
member of the suit. The hospitals 
acknowledged on Sept. 8 that 
a data breach involving 20,000 
patients’ records had occurred. 
The patients were seen in the 
emergency room between March 
and August of 2009.
 The patients’ information 
was posted on a public website 
for nearly a year before being 
removed Aug. 22. Social Security 
numbers or credit card informa-
tion was not among the data, 
hospital officials said.
 A subcontractor of an outside 

vendor, Multi-Specialty Collec-
tion Service, created the compro-
mised data file, Stanford said. It 
has also been named in the suit. 
The data was posted on the Stu-
dent of Fortune website, accord-
ing to the New York Times. The 
site provides homework help and 
the data was used to show how to 
create a bar graph.
 Stanford said it has heard of 
the class-action lawsuit but did 
not provide details regarding the 
lawsuit. An official statement 
from the hospital said:
 “Stanford Hospital & Clin-
ics (SHC) intends to vigorously 
defend the lawsuit that has been 
filed as it acted appropriately and 
did not violate the law as claimed 
in the lawsuit.
 “SHC takes very seriously its 
obligation to treat its patient 
information as private and con-
fidential. As soon as this was 
brought to SHC’s attention by a 
patient, the hospital demanded 
and had the spreadsheet taken 
down from the website and 
backup servers.
 “SHC quickly notified the 
affected patients of this breach 
and offered to provide free iden-
tity protection services to all the 
patients, even though the infor-
mation disclosed on the website 
is not the type used for identity 
theft.
 “To date there is no evidence 
that anyone saw this informa-
tion on the website and improp-
erly used it for fraudulent or any 
other improper purpose. SHC 

has investigated this matter, 
terminated its relationship with 
Multi-Specialty Collection Ser-
vices, and reported this breach 
to law-enforcement authorities.”
 Stanford officials said Multi-
Specialty Collection Services, a 
California company, provided 
business and financial support 
to the hospitals. Multi-Specialty 
was operating under a contract 
that specifically required it to 
protect the privacy of the patient 
information. The hospital sent 
the data to Multi-Specialty in an 
encrypted format to protect its 
confidentiality.
 A hospital investigation found 
that Multi-Specialty prepared 
an electronic spreadsheet from 
the data that had patient names, 
addresses and diagnosis codes. 
The company sent the spread-
sheet to a third person who was 
not authorized to have the infor-
mation and who posted it on a 
website.
 “This mishandling of pri-
vate patient information was in 
complete contravention of the 
law and of the requirements of 
MSCS’s contract with SHC and 
is shockingly irresponsible. SHC 
regrets that its patients’ confi-
dentiality was breached and is 
committed to protecting the 
health and privacy of all of its 
patients,” the hospital said.
 A spokesperson for Multi-
Specialty said the company could 
not comment on the lawsuit or 
Stanford’s allegations, since there 
is an ongoing investigation. V
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Available in a mobile version

G o  t o  S h o p M o u n t a i n Vi e w. c o m  t o  s e e 
t h i s  w e e k ’s  s p e c i a l  o f f e r s  a n d  e v e n t s 

f r o m  t h e s e  l o c a l  m e r c h a n t s

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.
Local Deals

Learn more about the value 
of locally owned businesses 
at ShopMountainView.com

A community collaboration 
brought to you by

A1 Value Optical

Alpine Animal Hospital

Fotron Photo Lab

Lozano’s Brushless Car Wash

Mario’s Italiano

Myers Coaching and Consulting

Smiles Dental Care

Terra Teak and Garden

The Car Doctor

For more information call 
650.223.6587 or email 

info@ShopMountainView.com

vibrant

concerns and feedback

and teens

When you shop locally, good things happen 

to make our community stronger:
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Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Community Health Education Programs

October 2011

Let’s connect!
twitter.com/paloaltomedicalfacebook.com/paloaltomedicalfoundation

Lectures and Workshops

Precocious Puberty: 
Guidance for Families
Presented by Nancy L. Brown, M.A., 
Ph.D., Ed.S., PAMF Education Division 
and Kelly Troiano, M.D., PAMF Pediatrics
Tuesday, October 11, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, 
650-853-4873

Between the ages of 8 and 14 rapid changes occur in the body and it 
is not unusual for a youth to gain up to 60 pounds and grow up to 10  
inches. Come learn about early puberty and ways to help reduce the  
social consequences for your children. Parents and youth ages 8 and  
older are welcome.

Cancer Care
– Eating Tips During 
 Cancer Care Treatment
– Exercise for Energy – 
 men and women’s group
– Expressions
– Healing Imagery

– Healthy Eating 
 After Cancer Treatment
– Look Good, Feel Better
– Qigong
– When Eating is a Problem, 
 During Cancer Treatment

Childbirth and Parent Education Classes
–  Baby Safety Basics
–  Breastfeeding
–  Childbirth Preparation
–  Feeding Your Young Child
– Infant and Child CPR
– Infant Care
– Infant Emergencies and CPR
– Introduction to Solids

– Mother-Baby Circle
– New Parent ABC’s – 
 All About Baby Care
– OB Orientation
– PAMF Partners in Pregnancy
– Prenatal Yoga
– Sibling Preparation
– What to Expect 
 with Your Newborn

Living Well Classes
– Back School
– Mind/Body Stress Management
– Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes
Mountain View, 650-934-7177    Palo Alto, 650-853-2961

– Diabetes Management
– Healthy Eating 
 with Type 2 Diabetes
– Heart Smart 
 (cholesterol management)

– Living Well with Prediabetes
– Sweet Success Program
 (gestational diabetes)

Weight Management Programs  1-888-398-5597

– Bariatric Weight Loss 
 Surgery Program
– Healthy eating. Active lifestyles. 

(for parents of children ages 2-12)
– HMR Weight 
 Management Program

– Lifesteps® (adult weight 
 management)
– New Weigh of Life
 (adult weight management)
– Taking Charge of the Holidays

Support Groups
– AWAKE
– Bariatric Surgery
– Breastfeeding
– Cancer

– Chronic Fatigue
– Diabetes
– Drug and Alcohol
– Kidney
– Multiple Sclerosis

Innovation in Health Care
A Conversation with...Lecture Series
Presented by Albert Chan, M.D., M.S., Chief Medical 
Information Officer, PAFMG Medical Director, David Druker 
Center for Health Systems Innovation
Wednesday, October 5, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Sunnyvale Public Library
665 W. Olive Ave., Sunnyvale, 650-934-7373
Be a part of the solution as we discuss changes in the way patients 
access health care, the way it is measured and funded, and how 
technology is changing the way it is delivered.

Innovations in Podiatry
For Your Health Lecture Series
Presented by Nicholas Todd, DPM, PAMF Podiatry
Wednesday, October 19, 7 to 8 p.m.
701 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View 650-934-7373
Join us as we examine new health claims in footwear and discover 
what might be helping us and what might be causing more problems.

Advances in Cataract Surgery
Senior Center Lectures
Presented by Karen Shih, M.D., 
PAMF Ophthalmology
Tuesday, October 18, 1 to 2 p.m., 
Sunnyvale City Senior Center 

550 E. Remington Drive, Sunnyvale, 650-934-7373
What is a cataract? How has the treatment changed? When should I 
consider surgery?

Mountain View, 650-934-7373
Palo Alto, 650-853-2960

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures 
and health education resources, visit: pamf.org/healtheducation.
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WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  Post your views on the  

Town Square forum at  
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to  
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor  
Mountain View Voice,  
P.O. Box 405 
Mountain View, CA 94042-0405

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at  
964-6300

By Ken Rosenberg

The Tucson, Ariz. shoot-
ing of Congresswoman 
Gabby Giffords brought 

the nation together in a state of 
shock and mourning. Short-
ly thereafter, President Barack 
Obama made a stirring speech 
and implored us to usher in 
a new era of civility, respect 
and understanding towards our 
neighbors.
 The president asked Americans 
“to expand our moral imagina-
tions, to listen to each other 
more carefully” and to “remind 
ourselves of all the ways that our 
hopes and dreams are bound 
together.”
 This got me thinking about 
how we can improve the civic 
dialogue on a local level. Thus, 
the Civility Roundtable par-
ticipative discussion series was 
conceived.
 Most people agree that civ-
il discourse is necessary for 
encouraging greater participa-
tion in political and civic dis-
cussions. The Mountain View 

Civility Roundtable is a forum 
designed to bring people together 
to discuss important issues to 
Mountain View citizens and to 
do so in a way that promotes 
civility. The goals are threefold:
 ■ To bring civility, trust, and a 
greater sense of common cause to 
public discussions of the urgent 
problems we collectively face; 
 ■ To promote a shared respon-
sibility and involve more Moun-
tain View neighbors in the work 
of building a stronger and better 
city; and
 ■ To reach these two objectives 
by engaging citizens in construc-
tive discussions.
 The inaugural conversation 
will focus on corporate and busi-
ness responsibility in Mountain 
View and include representatives 
from Google, Meyer Appliance, 
the Mountain View/Whisman 
School District and a local neigh-
borhood association. An interac-
tive dialogue model designed to 
maintain civility and promote 
decorum will be led by Chris 

NO FAN OF MUELLER’S
 Now that I am once again a 
paid subscriber, I request that 
you eliminate the so-called car-
toonist on the editorial page. He 

cannot draw and the humor is so 
subtle as to be inscrutable! 
 Begone!

Betty Lucke
Lilac Lane

There may be a silver lining in the economic downturn 
that could provide a much better opportunity for the 
restoration of Hangar One than is possible now under 

NASA stewardship.
 According to a recent story in the New York Times, last year 
the Obama administration released a list of more than 12,000 
properties it viewed as surplus that eventually could be sold in 
order to help reduce the federal deficit.
 And it is no surprise that Mountain View’s Moffett Federal 
Airfield is among the candidates the government believes could 
be attractive to a private party, given its size and key location in 
Silicon Valley. With plans already underway to develop a major 
education complex and high technology office park at Moffett, 
which includes a commitment for 1 million square feet of space 
by Google, the property suddenly takes on a new sparkle.
 So what would a new owner do with Hangar One? Right now 
the landmark building is losing its outside skin and soon its 
skeleton will be open to the elements, leaving it to corrode and 
rust away unless it is rescued by a new owner.  
 Although such a scenario is highly speculative, we would not 
rule it out. The Times story said there is bipartisan support for 
the government to offload property and buildings that are no 
longer needed. 
 Google, whose headquarters is located a stone’s throw away 
and just across Stevens Creek from NASA, is already paying 
more than $1 million a year to lease space in a hangar for its 
small fleet of private jets. And even if modest restrictions con-
tinued on the number of take-offs and landings permitted at 
Moffett under a private owner, we believe many area compa-
nies would leap at the chance to own this substantial complex. 
 It would also be a relief for NASA to sell the Moffett airfield. 
The agency has complained that it must pay over $7 million a 
year to run the little-used airstrip.
 The local committee that has worked hard to save Hangar 
One is attempting to convince Congress to join in the fight. 
They have said that NASA is extremely handicapped by the 
government rules that govern possible contracts with private 
parties to share development rights for the Hangar in return for 
helping with restoration costs. A private firm would not have 
that problem.
 Some might say that the current Congress, which has been 
hamstrung all year by partisan squabbles, could never agree 
on disposing of the hundreds of federal properties around the 
country. But at least at this stage, Republicans and Democrats 
have been saying that they do agree on the issue, and there are 
bills in the House and Senate to reduce the red tape involved in 
selling federal property.
 Perhaps this movement in Washington is a glimmer of hope 
for Hangar One, although at this stage it is not clear if there is 
even a remote chance for this dream to come true.

Could Moffett Field  
hit the auction block?

■ EDITORIAL

■ YOUR LETTERS

■ GUEST OPINIONS

E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

G U E S T  O P I N I O N
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

  See CIVILITY, page 23

‘Civility Roundtable’  
hopes to foster respect
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OPEN M-F 8am - 8pm   
Sat 8 - 7, Sun 8 - 6

2585 California St, Mountain View (650) 941-2505
A EUROPEAN STYLE OPEN-AIR MARKET

Limit Two PoundsBANANAS

With any $10 purchase good thru 10/10/11. Must present coupon.

CO
UP

ON

Cheese lover are you? The Milk Pail is the place for you.

MINI
Community Notes :

The Milk Pail Market is partnering with schools, day care centers, children’s Harvest festivals, 
hospitals and senior centers for this Halloween Season.  We have Mini Pumpkins that we are 

providing to the above organizations on a “ as requested “ basis.  
Please email us at cow@milkpail.com  

if you would like more information about mini pumpkins for your community organization.

PUMPKINS
Milk Pail supplying mini pumpkins to local 

schools and community organizations

39¢per pound

We have one “Exotic Cheese Shelf” 
where you can find ever changing  
pieces of very unusual cheeses. 

Don’t fall in love with them, here 
today, gone tomorrow! Limit 2 lbs.

Mother finds teaching 
opportunity on Stevens Creek 

By Deborah Olenev

Recently my daughter went 
with me on one of my 
forays into the Stevens 

Creek bed with my dog. I have 
been telling her about how I have 
been going into the creek with 
trash bags and filling them to the 
breaking point with garbage and 
hauling them out and deposit-
ing them at the nearest garbage 
bin. She thought I was a nut, but 
when she went in with me she 
understood why I was doing it 
and joined me with the vigor of 
her youthfulness in dislodging 
old plastic bags wound around 
tree branches, and old clothes 
filled with sand embedded in the 
ground.
 She couldn’t believe how much 
trash was down there. I told her, 
“Nastassia, this is nothing. You 
should have seen this place before 
I started to clean it. What you are 
seeing are the most insignificant 
pieces, as I have already taken out 
the largest eye-sores.”
 This was not true, however, 
because there were very large 
pieces I did not even dare to 

consider moving on my own, but 
my daughter, being younger and 
bolder than me, would not be 
dissuaded. She pulled and tugged 
and moved some pretty large 
pieces of garbage to the bin at the 
top of the trail at Landels Park.
 On another day I took my 
10-year-old son Abraham into the 
creek to help me out, and he said, 
“Mom, are we doing community 
service?” I said, “Yes, we are.”
 My husband brought it to my 
attention this morning that I am 
only getting a very small section 
of the creek and that I am not 
going to be able to clean out the 
whole thing. I told him that I am 
sure there are eccentric men and 
women above and below me on 
the trail who are cleaning their 
portions of the creek. 
 This is a job that certainly needs 
to be done before the rains come 
and spread the garbage out even 
more. If you are an eccentric man 
or woman like me, please hop into 
the creek bed and the trail, bring 
your garbage bags and a pair of 
gloves and help clean out one of 
the most beautiful and peaceful 
places in Mountain View.

G U E S T  O P I N I O N
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Block, CEO of American Lead-
ership Forum — Silicon Valley. 
The four representatives will be 
sitting in a circle, colloquially 
known as the “the fishbowl,” in 
the middle of the Mountain View 
Senior Center surrounded by the 
audience. The conversation, as 
conducted by Mr. Block, will flow 
back and forth between them.
 Democratic governance 
requires participation, delib-
eration, collaboration, and inclu-
siveness. The Mountain View 
Human Relations Commission 

is chartered with helping the city 
and its residents address various 
economic, political, educational, 
and social issues. The Civil-
ity Roundtable is specifically 
designed to do just that. We may 
not always agree, but we never 
have to be disagreeable.
 The roundtable is set for 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, from 6:30-
8:30 p .m. The Mountain View 
Senior Center is located at 266 
Escuela Avenue. The event is free. 
Drinks and light snacks will be 
available.

Ken Rosenberg is a member of 
the Mountain View Human 

Relations Commission.

CIVILITY
  Continued from page 22

Paul Avenue
resident 
Deborah 
Olenev, with 
daughter 
Nastassia.
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STAND
FOR

STANFORD
MEDICINE

ARRANGING YOUR RETIREMENT TO REFLECT  
YOUR VALUES, YOUR NEEDS AND THE IMPACT  
YOU SEEK TO HAVE IN THE WORLD

IN THESE ECONOMIC TIMES, CONSIDER THE BENEFITS OF  
A STANFORD MEDICINE GIFT ANNUITY:

 
payments to you or a loved one for life

Receive a tax deduction and possible future tax savings

It’s easy to set up

Support Stanford University School of Medicine’s world-class  
medical research and education

Stanford University School of Medicine

Carol J. Kersten, JD
(650) 725-5524
pgmed@stanford.edu
http://pgmed.stanford.edu

TO LEARN MORE,
PLEASE CONTACT US.

STANFORD GIFT ANNUITIES
Current Single-Life Rates

Age  Rate (%)

60

70

80

90

4.8

5.8

7.5

9.8
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