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2,000 miles on a bike
AT 68, MOUNTAIN VIEW WOMAN PREPARES FOR ‘EPIC’ RIDE UP THE MISSISSIPPI

By Nick Veronin

A
s she approaches her 70th 
year, Pam Perkins is gear-
ing up for the ride of her 

life. The 68-year-old Mountain 
View resident has been training 
over the past several months 
for a 2,000-mile, 
40-day bicycle 
ride up the Mis-
sissippi River 
from Louisiana 
to Minnesota.
 On May 3, she 
and a group of 29 other women — 
all over 50 — will start peddling in 
New Orleans, and they won’t stop 
until they arrive in Lake Itasca, the 
source of the Mississippi, about 
180 miles south of the Canadian 
border.
 The trip, which spans the Unit-
ed States from one of its south-
ernmost points to one of its most 
northern, will be the longest ride 

the soon-to-be septuagenarian 
has ever made — one she hopes 
may prove inspiring to other 
women her age.
 “I think people would be inter-
ested in my ride,” said Perkins, 
who will be blogging her adven-
tures at pamsmississippiride.blog-

spot.com.
 Perkins said she loves read-
ing adventure stories and travel 
articles, as they sow seeds of inspi-
ration for trips she hopes to take 
in the future. “I think we make a 
lot of changes in our lives, because 
we are inspired by other people. 
Maybe by others reading my story, 
they might have a seed planted.”
 Perkins says that one of the big-

gest shifts in her life came when 
she and her previous husband 
were divorced. It is an episode she 
credits as a blessing in disguise, 
because it pushed her to live more 
adventurously and “be freer.”
 “I think when you go through 
a major change in your life, you 

do an evaluation 
of where you’ve 
been and where 
you’re going,” 
she said. As a 
person who had 
always enjoyed 

fitness — swimming in particu-
lar — Perkins decided to push her 
athleticism a bit. She dusted off 
her old bike and began riding, 
eventually trading in the old 
cycle for a series of newer, faster 
machines.
 Along the way she married her 
current husband, Bruce Berger, 

  See PERKINS, page 8

Some of Perkins’ best friends are the 

women she has met through cycling.

Condos may 
set trend on 
El Camino

By Daniel DeBolt

T
he City Council approved 
a retail and housing proj-
ect for 1616 El Camino 

Real on Tuesday that could be an 
example of what to expect as El 
Camino Real redevelops.
 The four-story mix of 28 stacked 
condos above 6,000 square feet 
of ground-floor retail will go up 
along El Camino Real and part of 
Mariposa Avenue. Heights taper 
down towards neighbors with a half 
dozen two-story town-homes at the 
rear of the project.
 “We’re going to see El Camino 
Real transformed significantly in 
the next couple of years,” said May-

or Mike Kasperzak. This project 
and others are “good for El Camino 
Real and are really the beginning of 
the Grand Boulevard.”
 City planners said in a staff 
report that the closeness of the 
building to the street with park-
ing in the rear helped it comply 
with the “Grand Boulevard” 
vision for El Camino Real.
 Next door, 173 apartments have 
been proposed to replace Western 
Appliance and the Tropicana 
Hotel.
 Council members Jac Siegel 
and Laura Macias criticized the 
design while Kasperzak and Ronit 
Bryant praised it. Siegel called it 
“unimaginative” and creating “a 
wall” on El Camino Real.
 “Taken as one block it seems very 
compact,” Macias said. “There’s no 
place to go in terms of folks living 
here. Thank goodness there’s a 

  See MIXED USE, page 14

 Four-story mixed-use 

complex will include 

retail, 28 units

Community 
Center: rehab 
or redevelop?

By Daniel DeBolt

C
iting tight finances and 
the virtues of recycling, 
on Tuesday City Council 

members expressed interest in 
renovating the city’s 1960s-era 
Community Center instead of 
building a new one.
  “The greenest thing we could 
do is reuse a building rather than 
tear it down,” said council mem-
ber Ronit Bryant. “Who knows 
what creative things could be 
done to make the space useable 
in a better way.”
 City staff said they would look 
into the option, which several 
council members hoped would 
be cheaper than the $53 million 
estimated cost of a new, 50-per-
cent larger Community Center, 
a project in the works for over a 
decade and stymied by budget 
problems. 
 The discussion occurred dur-
ing a study session on a new 
Master Plan for Rengstorff Park, 
which has been scaled back to 
avoid the potential $139 mil-
lion cost of revamping the park, 
as shown in possible designs 
presented last year. Council 
members expressed interest in a 
scenario that kept the Aquatics 
Center and Community Center 
in their current locations but 
expands their size, and would 
require $3 million in temporary 
buildings if they are to be rede-
veloped where they sit.
 Several council members, 
including Mayor Mike Kasper-
zak, had just finished touring 
the Sustainability Base at NASA 
Ames Research Center, touted 
as the greenest building around, 
and cited it as inspiration.
 Using the “existing facility, 
we would get a lot of points for 
reuse,” Kasperzak said, alluding 
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        EXPLORE THE NEWapr.com Where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

    

  

      

LOS ALTOS  ⎮  167 South San Antonio Rd  650.941.1111
APR COUNTIES ⎮ Santa Clara ⎮ San Mateo ⎮ San Fracisco ⎮ Marin ⎮ Sonoma ⎮ Alameda ⎮ Contra Costa ⎮ Monterey ⎮ Santa Cruz

KATHY BRIDGMAN

LOS ALTOS     Fantastic 3bd/2.5ba home fea-
tures HW floors, recessed lighting, separate FR 
and living room. DR with French doors leading to 
backyard with pool.  $1,795,000

KATHY BRIDGMAN

LOS ALTOS     Delightful 3bd/2.5ba home just 
minutes to the Village.  Kitchen and family room 
ensemble opens to a huge two-level deck. FR with 
grand fireplace.  $1,795,000

JEFF STRICKER & STEVE TENBROECK

PALO ALTO    Extensively remodeled 4bd/2ba 
home on a quiet street near schools and shopping. 
Kitchen and bath finishes include granite counters 
+ travertine tile.  $1,598,000

CINDI & BRITTANY KODWEIS

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Fantastic 3bd/2ba Black-
field home located on a cul-de-sac, in a beautiful 
tree-lined neighborhood in the heart of Gemelo 
Park. Open Sat. & Sun.  $949,000

JERYLANN MATEO

MOUNTAIN VIEW    Amazing opportunity. 
Build your dream estate or remodel current home. 
14,300+ sf lot. Beautiful character throughout this 
3bd/2ba home.  $1,399,000

MARY MARLEY

LOS ALTOS    Enjoy this beautifully expanded 
4bd/3.5ba home with a separate office, remodeled 
kitchen, formal DR and spacious FR. Large yard, 
pool and spa.  $1,775,000

KEITH ROBERTSON

SAN JOSE    Unique opportunity! Freestand-
ing warehouse, 3812+/- sf., zoned for light in-
dustrial, plus 1bd/1ba house, 624+/- sf.  Lot size 
6970+/- sf.  $780,000

MARY MARLEY

SUNNYVALE    Updated 4bd/2ba home with 
family room, formal DR and spacious LR. Spa-
cious master suite. Landscaped, private yard. 
Close to Ponderosa Park.  $798,000

DISCOVER WHERE YOU WANT TO BE.

apr.com 
THE
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A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Nick Veronin

“When I heard about the mad 

cow disease, I thought to myself, 

‘It’s a slow news week.’ I’m not 

changing what I eat as a result.”

David Fishman, Sunnyvale

“We only eat kosher beef. I know 

that those standards are very 

different, and I’m not worried 

about it.”

Betsy Singer, Davis

“I’m not concerned about mad 

cow disease. I haven’t put much 

thought into it.”

Richard Warren, San Jose

“No. From my understand-

ing, that particular cow was not 

meant to be used for food, so I 

think it doesn’t pose any problem 

for humans.”

Steve Savage, Syracuse, N.Y.

“I’m not worried about mad cow 

disease. I understand it’s a dairy 

cow — only used for milk and 

never slaughtered for beef.”

Dan Holden, Los Altos

Will California’s case of mad cow 
disease make you change 

your eating habits?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

FREE EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY

INCLUDES EXAM & DIGITAL X-RAYS!

SECOND OPINIONS WELCOME
Call for details.

Some restrictions may apply. 
Offer Good for 60 Days.

Are you past due for your check-up and cleaning?

w w w. S m i l e s D e n t a l . c o m

· Service  – At smiles dental, we 
believe in treating our patients to the best 
of dentistry and technology with fi rst class 
personal service. 

· Passionate  – Our skilled team is 
passionate about helping our patients 
maintain healthy beautiful smiles.

· Smiles  – Our offi ce is equipped 
with the latest technology to help you 
achieve the smile you deserve. 

Dr. William Hall & Dr. Peri Eilers

Health & Beauty

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A

Mountain View 

(Corner of El Camino and Calderon)

650.964.2626

2011

Thank you for  voting us 
best auto repair past 9 years

LARRY’S

Larry’s knows VWs
 (And other German Vehicles)

650-968-5202
www.autoworks.com 

2011
RUNNER-UP

2 0 1 1

You know you are dealing 
with experts when …

no other shop does this!

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View
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SEXUAL BATTERY

 An employee of Earthly 
Delight Gourmet has been 
accused of sexual battery after 
he allegedly lured a Santa 
Clara woman into the busi-
ness and attempted to force 
himself upon her on April 16 
at around 3 p.m., police said.
 The victim, a 27-year-old 
employee of a water systems 
supply company, told police 
she is acquainted with the 
alleged attacker. Mountain 
View police spokeswoman 
Liz Wylie said the woman has 
tried to sell the man water 
supply products in the past.
 According to Wylie, on the 
day of the alleged attack, the 
woman was visiting clients 
in offices adjoining Earthly 
Delight — a wholesale sup-
plier of coffee, pastries and 
other confections, located at 
2455 Old Middlefield Road.
 The woman ran into the 
53-year-old San Mateo man 
— who has not been identi-
fied, as he has yet to be arrest-
ed — and he invited her inside 
the Earthly Delight warehouse 
so he could give her some cof-
fee cake, Wylie said.
 Once inside, the woman 
told police the man pinned 
her against a wall and sexu-
ally battered her, Wylie said. 
Ignoring her demands that he 
stop, the man exposed himself 
to her before she was able to 
get away.
 She left the building, and 
later that day reported the 
incident to her company and 
the police. Wylie said police 
are consulting with the county 

District Attorney’s office. “We 
believe a crime occurred,” 
she said. “It’s just a matter 
of working with the District 
Attorney’s office to determine 
which charges are most appro-
priate.”

INSURANCE FRAUD

 The operator of a Mountain 
View painting company is 
facing charges of insurance 
fraud, according to the Santa 
Clara County District Attor-
ney’s Office.
 Bill Won Yi, 42, of Camp-
bell lied about his company’s 
safety record and “grossly 
underreported” payroll by 
hiring unlicensed contractors 
and paying some employees in 
cash between 2004 and 2010, 
district attorney’s officials 
said.  
 Yi was arrested on April 12 
and charged with cheating his 
worker’s compensation insur-
ance carrier out of more than 
$200,000, prosecutors said.
 “This type of fraud scheme 
puts workers at risk of having 
insufficient or no insurance 
coverage if they are injured on 
the job,” said Deputy District 
Attorney Christopher Kwok. 
 California law requires all 
businesses with employees to 
maintain workers compen-
sation insurance. Insurance 
premiums are based on infor-
mation about the nature of the 
business, its safety record, and 
employee’s wages, all of which 
are reported by the employer, 
the district attorney said. 

—Bay City News Service

AUTO BURGLARY
700 block Continental Cl., 4/24
1200 block Dale Av., 4/24

BATTERY
2000 block California St., 4/18
600 block Castro St., 4/19
Bed Bath & Beyond, 4/24

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
2500 block Leghorn St., 4/18
1900 block Rock St., 4/18
700 block Continental Cl., 4/22

GRAND THEFT
1500 block El Camino Real, 4/18
200 block Escuela Av., 4/19

Kohls, 4/19
1600 block Villa St., 4/23
100 block Oak Haven Pl., 4/23
First block Fairhaven Ct., 4/24

STOLEN VEHICLE
1000 block Space Park Wy., 4/20
California St. and Chiquita Av., 4/24

VANDALISM
300 block Castro St., 4/23
1700 block Villa St., 4/23
100 block Castro St., 4/23

C R I M E B R I E F S
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The Premier Site for Watch Repair

1040 Grant Rd, Mountain View 
(650) 969-5601

5285 Prospect Rd, San Jose
(408) 257-1370

525 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(650) 329-8939

REGULAR WATCH 
BATTERY

$6.95
EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2012
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Photo of Bob Ramberg & Irma Stalder at Hotel/Restaurant Bergsonne in Rigi Kaltbad, Switzerland,  
at the foot of the Alps near Lucerne. The Swiss refer to Rigi Kaltbad as the “Queen Mountain”.

Take a photo with the Mountain View Voice on your next trip 

 and email to digitalads@paweekly.com
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By Nick Veronin

A
nyone with a startup, an idea for 
one, or the desire to one day think 
up the next great app or social 

media platform, should stop by down-
town Mountain View on Wednesday, 
May 2.
 Alain Raynaud, founder of The Startup 
Conference — a touring high-tech trade 
forum — is encouraging anyone with 
even the slightest interest in the world 
of startups to come to the Center for the 
Performing Arts from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. 

 The main event — a daylong series of 
talks and open-panel discussions with 
entrepreneurs from around the world — is 
sold out. It will be held the same day inside 
the Center for the Performing Arts. How-
ever, just outside the conference, Raynaud 
is optimistic about the “Startup Village.”
 “It’s kind of like an art and wine fes-
tival, but for tech,” he said. The village, 
which is free and open to all, will fea-
ture 40 tech startups from all over the 
country and overseas showing off their 
products in the “demo pit.”
 Raynaud, who moved from Paris to Palo 
Alto in the 1990s to get a piece of the first 

technology bubble, said the companies 
have come to the event from Texas, New 
York, Europe and Asia to gain publicity, 
attract capital and search for talent.
 “Mountain View is one of the best cit-
ies for high tech in the whole world,” he 
said, noting the two other cities where 
he has held the event — Los Angeles and 
Seattle — are also hubs of technological 
innovation. Mountain View is home to 
Google, LinkedIn, Evernote, EyeFi and 
Y Combinator. 
 “If you live here in Silicon Valley 
you are going to catch the bug at some 
point,” he said.
 He figures that companies exhibiting 
at the Startup Village, as well as the 1,000 
or so who have registered for the event, 

are maximizing the chance of running 
into someone that can help them start 
a company. Journalists from Wired 
and TechCrunch have said they plan on 
checking out the Village.
 “Everybody believes they have the next 
big company,” he said. “My mission is to 
push people to get started.”
 Events such as this have been known to 
get big companies off the ground. Twitter 
really caught fire at the tech conference 
South By Southwest in Austin, Texas, Ray-
naud said. He acknowledged that the 
Startup Conference is nowhere near the 
size of that festival. All the same, three 

‘Startup Village’ sets up downtown

  See STARTUP, page 10

 ‘Houston, we have a solution’
 LOCAL NASA BUILDING RECEIVES PLATINUM RATING FOR GREEN DESIGN

By Daniel DeBolt

I
t’s safe to say that no 
other federal building has 
inspired the sort of lan-

guage heard at a dedication last 
week for “Sustainability Base,” 
NASA Ames Research Center’s 
first new building in 25 years. 
  Officials were not shy in 
praising two new crescent 
shaped office buildings near 
the NASA Ames security gate, 
named after the 1969 moon 
landing site “Tranquility 
Base.”
 “This is a historic day,” said 

Congresswoman Anna Eshoo. 
“This is one of the highest 
performing buildings in the 
world. It stands as a model for 
the world.”
 Ames director Pete Worden 
called it “the first moon build-
ing on the planet Earth” 
because of all the NASA tech-
nology that’s been incorporat-
ed, including a water recycling 
system similar to what is used 
on the space station, cutting 
water use by 90 percent. 
 “I want to do something I 
don’t do often,” Worden said. 
“That is to thank NASA head-

quarters for their enthusiastic 
support,”
 “This is the leading edge of 
what buildings in the future can 
be,” said Steve Zornetzer, Ames 
deputy director. “It brings 
NASA technology back to peo-
ple on the planet Earth.”
 The building received the 
highest award for green build-
ing, the LEED platinum rating 
from the U.S. Green Building 
Council last week. Officials 
noted it was a major feat, made 
possible by using geothermal 

  See NASA, page 8

Neighbors object  
to roof-top patio 

By Daniel DeBolt

A
fter the City Council 
approved the project 
without it, a roof-top 

patio was added to the 200 lux-
ury apartments under construc-
tion near the downtown train 
station, and some neighbors 
aren’t happy about that.
  After a call went out Sunday 
on the neighborhood email list 
to oppose the deck, Robert Cox, 
vice chair of the Old Mountain 
View Neighborhood Associa-
tion, says 
109 people 
have sent 
emails indi-
cating their 
opposition. 
It’s being 
descr ibed 
as a “party 
floor” on top of a project over-
looking a neighborhood where 
many already thought the build-
ing was was too tall for the for-
mer Minton’s Lumber site.
  “The activity definitely wasn’t 
discussed or approved” by the 
City Council, said council mem-
ber Jac Siegel. “I just think it’s 
wrong, with such a contentious 
project, for them (the developer) 
to be so brazen.”
 Cox’s email calls on neigh-
bors to ask Peter Gilli, the city 
zoning administrator, to turn 
down the deck at a meeting 
Wednesday, April 25, at 4 p.m., 
after the Voice goes to press. But 
Jon Moss, senior vice president 
of development for Prometheus 
Real Estate Group, said the deck 
has already been approved by 

city administrators as a way to 
add open space and recreation 
amenities to the complex, and 
it was done after City Council 
approval.
 The deck has already been 
built because it also doubles as 
the building’s roof, Gilli said. 
But access to the deck, either by 
elevator or stairs, has yet to be 
approved.
 “The deck was not in the 
Council-approved plans, nor 
were the stairway and elevator 

shaft pro-
j e c t i o n s 
that are 
c u r re nt l y 
on the 
bui lding,” 
Gilli said in 
an email. 
“ P r o -

metheus raised the deck issue 
during the building permit 
review. In hindsight, staff should 
have required Prometheus to 
introduce this to the neighbor-
hood as a courtesy.”
 Explaining why the deck was 
approved, Gilli wrote, “The use 
of the rooftop as an outdoor 
open space did not result in any 
noticeable architectural changes 
that would otherwise trigger a 
planning (discretionary) per-
mit. The roof deck was added to 
the building plans, with staff ’s 
knowledge, and approved.”  
 Gilli said his decision Wednes-
day has to do with adding a 
stairway to the project. The 
stairway is less visible than the 

  See PATIO, page 9

 Developer of Minton’s 

project adds top deck after 

council approval

MICHELLE LE 

Stephanie Kays checks out the Sustainability Base during the grand opening at NASA Ames Research 
Center, April 20.
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 Sunnyvale snaps up Martello 
By Daniel DeBolt

J
ust as Los Gatos did after his 
retirement in 2009, Sunny-
vale’s hiring Michael Martello, 

Mountain View’s former city attor-
ney, as interim city manager.
 After a tense discussion April 
24, the Sunnyvale City Council 
voted 6-1 in favor of Martello, with 
member Pat Meyering opposed. 
Meyering complained that the city 
did not have an open recruitment 
process and the $25,000-a-month 
salary is too high.
 Council member Jim Griffith 
defended the proposal.
 “I can’t tell me how many times I 
was told you’d be a fool not to hire 
this guy,” said Griffith. “I would 
love to be able to hire this guy for 
half the salary but that’s not an 
option in this market.”
 Martello served Mountain View 
for 16 years, winning several major 
lawsuits, including a settlement for 
over $10 million with operators of 
Shoreline Amphitheater. He was 
widely praised by city staff and 
council members for empower-
ing them and providing a sense of 
confidence about the city’s ability 
to defend itself in court. He is now 
working for the law firm Thomas 
Whitelaw, which has a contract 
with Sunnyvale. 
 Mayor Anthony Spitaleri was 

moved to interrupt two critics of 
the motion to hire Martello. Activ-
ist Tap Merrick brought up Mar-
tello’s affair in 2003 with the head of 
Mountain View’s garbage contrac-
tor, saying the council should be 
concerned about “people with weak 
moral values concerning their zip-
per,” — to which mayor Anthony 
Spitaleri said, “I’m going to have to 
ask you to be a little more civil with 
your comments. We don’t need to 
hear anything about zippers.”
 Meyering said the affair was “100 
percent relevant” because city staff 
were unaware of the nature of Mar-
tello’s affair at one point.
 “Only one individual was inter-
viewed,” Meyering said, also noting 
that the job was not posted online. 
“This individual was picked out 
ahead of time (and) it was made 
sure there was no competition.” 
 Spitaleri stopped Meyering to call 
a point of order: 
 “You’re making accusations that 
are not substantiated,” Spitaleri 
said. “You are basically saying this 
was a done deal before we even had 
a chance to talk about it.”
 Griffith defended the quick 
recruitment. “There is a significant 
difference between making an 
appointment to a permanent posi-
tion and making an appointment to 
an interim position.” V

C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

Immigration rights 
May Day march 

 Mountain View will be the only city besides 
San Jose in Santa Clara County to host a 
march on Tuesday, May 1, and it will focus on 
the impacts of U.S. immigration laws. 
 The march will start at Rengstorff Park at 
4 p.m. and eventually make its way down 
Showers Drive and El Camino Real to Castro 
Street where a rally will be held at the Civic 
Center plaza, 500 Castro Street, at 6 p.m.
 The march is sponsored by St. Joseph’s 
Church, the Day Worker Center of Mountain 
View and Community In Action, a group 
based in the Rengstorff neighborhood that 
aims to empower women. 
 “We’d like to have a path to citizenship,” 
said Sylvia Villasenor, a St Joseph’s church 
member. “There is this constant fear of 
deportation. This is our call to this issue. We 
can’t live in fear.” 
 She said families have been torn apart by 
high rates of deportation under the Obama 
administration and organizers want to see 
families reunited.  
 A flyer for the event calls for the end of 
Homeland Security’s deportation program 
called Secure Communities (S-Comm). 
 The event coincides with May 1 events 
around the country calling attention to immi-
gration issues and economic inequality. 

—Daniel DeBolt

‘Out to Eat’ at 
computer museum

 An event in support of local gay teens is 
expected to draw 400 people and raise over 
$100,000 on May 11 at the Computer History 
Museum. 
 “Out to Eat” started as a regular dinner 
event in the backroom of Mountain View’s 
Hobees but has grown into a large scale gala 
with $150 tickets. 
 Keynote speaker at the event will be Moun-
tain View High School alumn Jose Antonio 
Vargas, Pulitzer prize winner and founder 
of Define American, a non-profit aimed at 
elevating the conversation on immigration 
in the U.S.
 The Outlet Program, and its counterpart 
aimed at Latinos, De Ambiente, are support 
groups for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, queer and questioning youth. It is 
affiliated with Mountain View’s Community 
Health Awareness Council and was founded 
in 1997. 
 The event begins at 6 p.m. and while it 
does not include dinner, there will be hors 
dóeuvres, dessert, a raffle and a silent and 
live auction.
 For more information, go to outtoeat.org.

—Daniel DeBolt
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FREE ENERGY AUDITS for your house or apartment 
from the City of Mountain View – Limited time offer!

Visit us at the Mountain View
Spring Parade

April 28, 2012, 12-3pm
Pioneer Park

FREE energy-saving device
if you sign up in April!

As seen 
on CBS Ch. 5 

News

HONORING CINDO DE MAYO 

 am to 6 pm
Presented by the Central Business Association

BELGIAN WHITE
Belgian-Style Wheat Ale

16th Annual

Car crash shutters bike shop 
PERFORMANCE BICYCLES ON EL CAMINO  

CLOSED ‘UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE’

By Nick Veronin

T
he Performance Bicycle 
store at 2124 El Camino 
Real has been forced to close 

its doors indefinitely after a car 
crashed through the front window 
of the shop on April 22.
 A rack of bike helmets was 
knocked over when a BMW burst 
through the glass storefront, 
according to police and an eyewit-
ness. No one was injured.
 At press time, a notice on the 
store’s website said that the busi-
ness would remain “closed until 
further notice.” The store’s parking 
lot has been cordoned off with cau-
tion tape and a security guard has 
been hired to keep watch over the 
property.

 A large sheet of plywood covered 
the broken out window.
 There were no signs that the 
driver of the vehicle — a new-
er model BMW sedan — was 
intoxicated, according to police 
spokeswoman Liz Wylie. Because 
the incident occurred on private 
property, there was no official 
police report filed and Wylie said 
she didn’t have much information 
on the incident.
 Police were called at 2:42 p.m. 
after the car drove over a curb in 
front of the store and through a 
large expanse of glass to the right 
of the business’ main door. Inves-
tigators stayed on the scene until 
5:11 p.m., Wylie said.

  See DRIVE THRU, page 10



who she lovingly refers to as Phileas 
Fogg — the name of the main 
character in Jules Verne’s famous 
novel, Around the World in Eighty 
Days — due to his love of traveling. 
The two of them have been all over 
the globe since marrying 2001.
 Further change came for Perkins 
when she retired from her career 

at Stanford in 2002 and really 
“ramped up her cycling.”
 In 2009 she did her first “epic” 
ride. Organized by Woman Tours 
— the same company she will be 
riding with along the Mississippi 
— she rode from Oregon, through 
Idaho and then into Washington 
in one big 1,500-mile loop over 30 
days. The tour company charges 
riders a fixed fee for accommoda-
tions, breakfast, dinner and the 
peace of mind that comes from 

knowing a crew in a van is not far 
away in case of an accident or emer-
gency.
 It was on her first Woman Tours 
ride that Perkins met Penny Bradley 
— a woman she looks to for inspi-
ration and points to when other 
women wonder how she can do 
what she does at her age. Bradley is 
72 and has long been active in tests 
of endurance such as the upcoming 
Mississippi ride, Perkins said. She 
looks forward to riding along with 
Bradley, whom Perkins now counts 
as a good friend.
 Nowadays some of Perkins’ best 
friends are the women she has met 
through cycling. “The thing about 
this company is that they really 
donít have to advertise,” she said. 
“After we finish this ride we all say 
to each other, ‘What’s the next ride 
we’re going to do,’ and it prolifer-
ates.”
 It’s addictive she said. “I love it!”
 Perkins says she is close to being 
in the best shape she has ever been, 
and though she is a bit nervous 
about the upcoming ride, she 
knows all she has to do is go for it 
and all her anxieties will fall away, 
like the road behind her tires. 
“Once I get there and get on the 
bike, I’ll be fine.” V

PERKINS
  Continued from page 1
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Free Workshop for Mountain View 

Landlords and Rental Housing Managers

“What a Housing Provider Needs to Know  
In Today’s Environment”

Including Updates on New Laws Covering:

 

 

Wednesday, May 16

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Historic Adobe Building

157 Moffett Blvd, Mountain View

For more information, call 650-960-0495 ext. 15

wells to take advantage of the 
earth’s temperature for heating 
and cooling, and solar panels and 
fuel cells to power itself and other 
buildings at Ames. Its computer 
system constantly optimizes the 
building’s efficiency, opening and 
closing windows to let in natural 
winds, or cooling off a conference 
room before a scheduled meeting. 
 The building combines “high 
technology and ancient wisdom,” 
said architect Kevin Burke, noting 
how the building was positioned to 
make the best use of winds flowing 
south from the Bay. 
 “Imagine if every building, from 
this day on, generated more energy 
than it consumed?” Zornetzer 
said. “What would that mean for 
our carbon footprint? It’s possible, 
it can be done.”
 “If you could replicate this build-
ing across the U.S., we would no 

longer have an energy crisis,” said 
Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren.
 Sustainability Base architect Bill 
McDonough ended the ceremony 
with a thought-provoking speech. 
His work and influence has earned 
him the title “hero of the planet” 
from Time Magazine, and he’s 
joined actor Brad Pit in a proj-
ect called Make It Right, which 
builds affordable green homes in 
hurricane-wrecked New Orleans. 
 He urged the audience to aspire 
to Mother Nature’s designs when 
thinking about architecture. 
 “The problem is a material one,” 
McDonough said. “We have car-
bon, a beautiful thing — the basis 
of living systems, in the wrong 
place.”
 Mother Nature said, “Let’s give 
ourselves a nuclear power plant, 
93 million miles away, and its wire-
less,” he said of the sun. The design 
“takes carbon from the atmo-
sphere and absorbs it in biota” or 
plants and trees.
 “How do you design a build-

ing like a tree? That’s a ques-
tion I’ve been asking since 1989,” 
McDonough said. “What if you 
could design something that 
makes oxygen, sequesters carbon, 
creates habitat, changes color with 
the seasons, produces food and 
fuel, creates micro-climates and 
self replicates? How about building 
like a tree? How about building 
more of them? Let’s think about 
that.”
 McDonough said the Sustain-
ability Base was designed to allow 
it to be taken apart relatively easily 
so its materials to be recycled.
 “We don’t have income, like we 
do with solar energy, with materi-
als,” McDonough said. “We need 
to handle these materials with 
great care and enjoyment and 
make sure they can continue to be 
used by future generations. That’s 
what we see here. This building is 
full of cradle-to-cradle certified 
products, which are designed to go 
back to the industries from which 
they came.” V

NASA
  Continued from page 5

Sustainabilty Base architect 
Bill McDonough speaks with 
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo 
during the grand opening of the 
building, at NASA Ames Research 
Center.

MICHELLE LE

Volunteers are needed for 3½ hour shifts to pour wine, beer, sodas, 

margaritas and sell tokens and glassware. Volunteers receive a free 

t-shirt and non-alcoholic drink coupon. Teams of couples, families, 

and friends are welcome.

Call 650-964-3395 or email 
alacarte.festival@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Sat. & Sun. May 21 & 22
Downtown Mtn. View

2011
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SUMMER CAMP
Champion Youth Enrichment School (CYES)

Creative Interactive Mandarin Immersion Programs
For ages Pre-K to Grade 5

Full and Half-Day Programs

Register Today! 

650.858.1880 or 650.353.0882

OPEN HOUSE – 3 locations

CHAMPION 
INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL

 Preschool (2-5): 5/11, Fri. 5:00-6:00pm
1055 Sunnyvale-Saratoga Rd. Sunnyvale, 94087, (408)735-8333

Palo Alto (5-12): 5/11, Fri. 5:30-6:30pm
870 N. California Ave. Palo Alto, 94303, (650)85801880/ (650)353-0882 

Mountain View (5-12): 5/11, Fri. 5:30-6:30pm
2094 Grant Rd. Mt. View, 94040, (650)353-0881

 

COUNCIL NEIGHBORHOODS COMMITTEE

Neighborhood Meeting with the 
San Antonio/Rengstorff/Del Medio Area

Location: 
SILICON VALLEY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300

Wednesday, May 9, 2012 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

The City of Mountain View Council Neighborhoods Committee 
(CNC) will be hosting a neighborhood meeting for residents in the 
San Antonio/Rengstorff/Del Medio area on May 9th at 7:00 p.m. 
(area designated on the map below).  The Neighborhood Meeting 
will be an open forum to hear from residents about your ideas and 
concerns.

Agenda
1. CNC Neighborhood Update 
2. Questions and Answers with City Staff 
3. Closing Comments

Three Councilmembers and staff from seven City departments will 
be there to respond to your questions. This is an opportunity to 
make a difference in the future of your neighborhood and express 
your thoughts about ways to improve our community. For further 
information, please call the City’s Neighborhood Preservation 
Division at (650) 903-6379.

Neighborhood Area

elevator access to the roof that 
was in plans approved by the 
City Council, said Nathan Tut-
tle, senior development manager 
for Prometheus. Gilli said the 
elevator shafts now in the build-
ing “were not correctly shown 
on the primary building eleva-
tions in the building plans” and 
a stop work order was placed on 
them.
 Neighbors say the deck would 
mean late night parties and 
noise for neighbors, who are 
not protected by a city noise 
ordinance. They also point to 
the TV, barbecue, speakers and 
lights on the deck as potentially 
problematic.
 Tuttle said the patio would close 

at 10 p.m. every night. The 42-inch 
television would be mounted a 
foot from the ground, and the 
speakers would play ambiance 
music. “Both have volume limit-
ers built in,” Tuttle said. “(It) is 
not going to allow booming bass 
off the roof deck.”
 The lights would be for the 
barbecue and the path from the 
stairs, the minimum to comply 
with the city, and would not 
light up the whole area brightly, 
Tuttle said. 
 Moss and Tuttle say the people 
living in the complex below the 
deck are a concern, and existing 
neighbors of the complex would 
be much further away, separated 
from the deck by half the block’s 
width and Villa Street.
 “It’s a very sensitive manage-
ment issue for us,” Moss said. “We 
have to manage the roof deck and 

uses up there so they don’t disturb 
any of our residents.”
 Adding a design detail to 
a project after City Council 
approval is not unusual, but 
the additions are usually at the 
request of the City Council and 
generally have not been large or 
controversial, Siegel said. 
 Neighbor association chair 
David Lewis said the deck effec-
tively adds a fifth story to the 
building and its approval after 
the fact by city staff could set a 
bad precedent for other develop-
ments. 
 “I attended all of the public 
meetings and never once heard 
that plans included a party area 
on the roof,” Lewis wrote in an 
email to the Voice.  V

Email Daniel DeBolt at  
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

PATIO
  Continued from page 5

Trees axed for $1.6m condos 
By Daniel DeBolt

T
he loss of two cedar 
trees nearly killed a 
plan for five, $1.6 mil-

lion condos which the City 
Council narrowly approved 
Tuesday for a downtown por-
tion of California Street.
 “The project is very attrac-
tive, however it would be 
very attractive somewhere 
else,” said council member 
Ronit Bryant, who opposed 
the project with members Jac 
Siegel and Laura Macias. The 
council’s four other members 
quietly approved it. 
 “I don’t want to send a mes-
sage, ‘Come buy the property, 
cut the trees and put a lot of 
development on it,” Bryant 
said. “I think it’s more impor-
tant to say, ‘We want to save 

heritage trees.’”
 The five condos would be 
built on .3 acre, replacing a 
pair of older —but not his-
toric — homes at 948 and 976 
California Street near Frank-
lin Street. The homes would 
be built atop an underground 
garage which would leave 
little or no soil for two cedar 
trees (18-inch and 23-inch 
diameter) classified by the 
city as heritage trees. Only 
smaller box trees would work 
as replacements in the proj-
ect’s central courtyard over 
the garage. A 32-inch cedar 
near the front of the property 
would be saved.
 “It’s almost like you could 
have put in four homes and 
not cut the trees down,” Siegel 
said. 

 Macias said such projects 
turn the area “into another 
suburb with very new con-
struction.” There needs to be 
“a way to preserve old homes 
and trees.”
 The architects on the city’s 
design review committee said 
developer Pacific Peninsula 
Group had designed the proj-
ect well to fit the neighbor-
hood and would use high 
quality materials. 
 The city will receive 
$120,000 in park fees and 
$240,000 in below market rate 
housing fees from the project, 
which increases property tax 
revenue by $10,432.

Email Daniel DeBolt at  
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

COURTESY CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

A five-condominium development was approved by a split City Council.
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a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday Services: Worship 10:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Study Groups: 10-11 a.m.

Pastor Kenny Fraser, B.A.M. DIV

1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View Office Hrs. M-F 9am-1pm 
www.mtviewda.adventistfaith.org  Phone: 650-967-2189

To include your Church in  

Inspirations
Please call Blanca Yoc  

         at 650-223-6596  
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

The Jean and Bill Lane
Lecture Series  2011–2012

Presents

Martin Amis

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011    HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU 
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

Reading
MONDAY, MAY 7 , 2012, 8:00 PM

CEMEX AUDITORIUM

KNIGHT MANAGEMENT CENTER
641 KNIGHT WAY, STANFORD UNIVERSITY

“Sentence by sentence, Amis still writes some of 
the keenest prose in English today.”

 - The New RepublicPhoto by Isabel Fonseca

years ago, at the first Startup Con-
ference in Mountain View, he met 
Ben Silberman, founder of the 
then-unknown Pinterest — a 
social network site that has recent-
ly exploded in popularity.  V

STARTUP
  Continued from page 5

 She said a city building inspec-
tor “determined the structure was 
compromised and unsafe,” in the 
wake of the crash. Electricity was 
shut off and the building struc-

ture was reinforced before the 
car was removed.
 Douglas Gray, who said he 
was in Performance Bicycles at 
the time of the incident, said 
that the car knocked over a rack 
of helmets and that an elderly 
woman was driving at the time 
of the accident. He had no idea 
what had caused the woman to 

drive through the window, and 
could only speculate that she 
had accidentally placed the car 
in drive instead of reverse.
 In photos Gray took of the inci-
dent, the front half of the BMW is 
visible inside the store, with the 
rear end of the vehicle hanging 
out into the parking lot.   V

DRIVE THRU
  Continued from page 7

to rating systems for green buildings. “Take 
a 50-year-old building make it last 100 
years.  Doll it up and see what we can do in 
a cost effective manner.” 
 Bryant suggested adding a green roof 
to the building and extending a pavilion 
towards the street. “I’d like to do something 
exciting and innovative like that rather than 
build another building.” She added that it 
was a matter of “finding the right person to 
think through this.”
 Council members Margaret Abe-Koga 
and Jac Siegel also expressed interest in 
refurbishing the center, but Siegel also 
added that “a remodel can cost a lot more 
per square foot than construction.”
 “If we stay with the existing structure 
it will be limiting as to what we can do,” 
said Council member Tom Means. Having 
toured new community centers elsewhere, 
“it’s pretty impressive to see what you can 
do these days and how they are designed,” 
Means said.
 Mayor Kasperzak said the city needs to use 
the new Senior Center on the other side of the 
park more heavily instead of closing it at night, 
a time when it could be used for classes taught 
at the Community Center. 
 “Space shouldnít be sitting vacant when we’re 
talking about spending very limited resources 
to build new space,” Kasperzak said. 

 There’s also going to be a new Teen Cen-
ter at near the park at Rock Church, which 
could lessen the need for a large Commu-
nity Center. 
 A few council members expressed interest 
in building a new aquatics facility at Reng-
storff Park first. City staff estimated the cost 
at $15 million. 
 “That’s where our money should go,” said 
council member Laura Macias. “It seems a 
little sad when you compare it to Eagle Park 
pool.” 
 The focus should also be on making the 
park as nice as Cuesta Park, she said. 
 City staff proposed moving a small build-
ing for park rangers into a piece of open 
space near the picnic areas where people 
have often complained about gang mem-
bers hanging out. Council member Macias 
objected to impinging on the park’s open 
space. 
 “I don’t think its location is very visible 
if we’re going to have live human resources 
monitoring what’s going on in the park,” 
Means said of the current location.
 Bryant opposed the idea of adding any 
parking, saying that people should be 
encouraged by the design to bike and walk. 
Adding an underground parking garage to 
the Community Center for 60 parking 
spaces could cost $4 million. Siegel sug-
gested closing Crisanto Avenue on the 
northern edge of the park and building a 
parking structure in its place against the 
train tracks, providing a noise buffer that 
would not encroach on the park’s open 

RENGSTORFF
  Continued from page 1

 Startup Village is set for 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, May 2, at 
Civic Center Plaza, 500 Castro St., 
Mountain View. Free. 
Information at thestartupconference.
com.

I N F O R M AT I O N

COURTESY CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

Several proposals to relocate buildings at Rengstorff Park might be scrapped in favor 
of remodeling.
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OvertimeFitness.com 650.944.8555  
BOOK YOUR COMPLIMENTARY SESSION WITH OUR FRONT DESK TODAY!

Be creative and experiment with your workout.

TAKE THE “ ”
2-WEEK

CHALLENGE

• One fi tness evaluation (complimentary)

•  Win & Join a Monthly Training Option and your guest will 
also be able to attend your training sessions at no extra 
cost during the fi rst 30 days

•  All sessions must be booked in advance and a 24 hour 
notice is required to reschedule/cancel

•  Make up session will cost only $18

• Total two weeks cost $127

Complete (7) Personal Training 
Session in fourteen days and receive

FREE Guest Privileges for 30 days!

To inquire/register please schedule a complimentary 
fi tness evaluation. Some Restriction Apply.

Cost: $127

WHAT TO 
EXPECT?

2037 Old Middlefi eld Way 
Mountain View, CA 94043
Open Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm

SERVICE EXCELLENCE 
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Visit us at:  www.deansautomotive.com Find us on
Facebook 650-961-0302

To schedule your appointment, 
please call us today at 650-961-0302

My 1st experience 

with Dean’s 

Automotive was 

excellent. Dean’s 

provided quick 

response, good 

service, good 

attitude and a 

fair price. 

W.M., Los Altos 

“

”

Entrust the care of your 
Volvo vehicle to us, 
and enjoy expert service 
in a stress-free environment 
with a lot of TLC.

2009

2010
RUNNER-UP

2011

VOTED BEST 
AUTO REPAIR 2011

“We go beyond auto repair to auto care.”

Brave new world 
for photo sharing

By Angela Hey

P
hoto sharing and view-
ing is undergoing a revo-
lution. Facebook’s plan 

to buy Instagram developer 
Burbn for $1 billion in 
stock and cash under-
scores how valuable 
sharing has become. 
Simplicity and speed 
are what make Ins-
tagram attractive to 
users, with 30 million 
downloads for iPhones 
at the time of Face-
book’s announcement, 
followed by an Android 
version that garnered another 
5-10 million downloads from 
Google’s Play Store in 10 days. 
 Google’s Street View cam-
eras go far beyond roads and 
paths. Skiing at Big White 
Ski Resort in Canada, I saw 
a Google snowmobile with 9 
cameras covering a 360-degree 
circular view mounted on its 
rear. Google originally put 
Canada’s Whistler-Blackcomb 
ski resort on Google Maps 
for the Olympics, and now 
includes Squaw, Breckenridge 
and Deer Valley among its 
winter sports venues. They 
also show tourist destinations 
like the White House, Antarc-
tica, Swiss railway routes and 
the Amazon River.
 Lytro, a Mountain View 
company, has just started 
delivering cameras that use 
rays of light instead of dots or 
pixels define pictures. Ren Ng, 
founder and CEO, worked on 
the technology for his 2006 
Stanford University doctoral 
thesis, entitled Digital Light 
Field Photography (www.lytro.
com/renng-thesis.pdf). He 
points out that photographers 
often shoot a picture and then 
find the wrong part of the pic-
ture is in focus. 
 A photgrapher can quickly 
capture a bird in a flowering 
bush before it flies away. Click 
on the bird, and it will come 
into focus. Click on a flower 
and focus will move from 
the bird to the flower. The 
technology could be useful 
for shopping sites like eBay 
where you want to inspect 
goods closely. For example, 
you could inspect clothing and 
china by focusing and zoom-
ing to check for defects. To 
experience Lytro’s technology, 
check out the Picture Gallery 

at www.lytro.com. 
 A camera with a small aper-
ture (lens opening) can focus 
over a long range and needs 
good light. Enlarging the aper-
ture tends to make some of 

the picture lose focus 
— the depth of field is 
reduced. This may or 
may not be a desired 
effect. Sometimes you 
want a face in focus and 
a blurred background. 
The Lytro Camera has 
an f/2 aperture, larger 
than the iPhone 4S’s 
f/2.4 aperture, enabling 
it to take low-light shots. 

It lacks flash.
 The Lytro Camera has two 
modes, Everyday Mode where 
the user controls zoom and 
the focus is fixed, and Creative 
Mode where the user can also 
bring a specific subject into 
focus by touching it on the 
camera’s screen. There is no 
viewfinder. In Everyday Mode 
the maximum zoom level is 
3.5x and in Creative Mode it’s 
8x.  
 The Lytro Camera works 
best when subjects are not too 
distant. In Everyday Mode, 
according to user Adam Gould, 
with no zoom it can change 
focus for objects between 6 
inches and 7 feet away. At 3.5x 
zoom, refocusing works for 
objects that are 3 feet and 60 
feet from the camera. 
 It comes with wireless con-
nectivity to Lytro Desktop 
software for the Apple Mac. 
Windows support is due later 
this year. Each picture is about 
16MB in a proprietary LFP 
format and can be exported to 
1080 by 1080 pixel JPG files. 
Lytro Web is a web service for 
storing and sharing pictures, 
whether public or unlisted.
 Challenges, Photo Walks and 
Lytro Web encourage users 
to share experiences. Inves-
tors include NEA, Andreessen 
Horowitz, Greylock and K9 
Ventures. The Lytro Camera 
is fun, but at $399 to $499, is 
currently of limited appeal. 
As with many breakthrough 
technology products, pioneer-
ing users are experimenting to 
find out where it works best.

 Hey advises technology 
companies on marketing and 

business development. 
She can be reached at 

amhey@techviser.com.
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park close by.”
 “I actually think this looks very 
good,” Bryant said. “Aggregating 
properties and stepping it down to 
the neighborhood is a very good 
example. It is enormously nicer 
than the unloved building that 
is there. I’d much rather look at 
this.”
 Responding to Macias’ com-

ments, Bryant said, “If we want 
open space we are going to have to 
incentivize the developer to give us 
that space.”
 The site is home to the old 
Austin’s restaurant, a nail salon 
and a vacant retail space, and was 
once proposed to be a KFC drive-
through which the neighborhood 
opposed and the city rejected. 
Neighbors did not oppose this 
project. Neighbors said it was “a 
great improvement over the previ-
ously proposed fast food establish-

ment,” according to developer, 
Stan Gamble of Mingstan Devel-
opment.
 With an average price of 
$675,000, the units will come 
in one, two and three-bedroom 
models ranging in size from 950 
to 1,700 square feet. 
 A large oak tree on the site will 
be moved to accommodate the 
underground parking garage, 
while a large olive tree was found 
to be in too poor of condition to 
justify the same treatment.  V
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NORVIN POWELL
 Norvin Powell, a lifelong 
resident of the Bay Area, 
died April 8 after more than 
a year of declining health. 
 Born in San Francisco 
July 22, 1952, he served in 
the U.S. Army, then stud-
ied engineering at San Jose 
State University. He studied 
bodywork at Body Therapy 
Center in Palo Alto and the 
Hendrickson Institute in 
Kensington. He attended 
International School of Pro-
fessional Bodywork in San 
Diego, where he studied 
structural integration with 
one of the school’s founders, 
Ed Maupin. 
 After retiring from a career 
as an engineer for ATT, 
he worked as a massage 
therapist at Body Therapy 
Center in 1998, and became 
an instructor at the BTC 
school.
 Powell worked at Custom 
Fitness in Mountain View 
for eight years and offered 
bodywork privately through 
his own business, Within 

Reach Massage, for many 
years.
 His warm sense of humor 
and spirituality were held 
dear by his colleagues, cli-
ents and friends, his family 
said. He enjoyed jazz and 
improving his golf swing, 
and built his life around his 
beloved daughter, Serena.
 Norvin is survived by his 
daughter Serena Powell; his 
partner Becky Wecks; Ser-
enaís mother Kristin Powell; 
his father Ethan Powell; and 
his sister Debra Powell. He 
will be greatly missed.
 A memorial will take place 
on Saturday, May 26, at 2 
p.m. at Unity Palo Alto, 3391 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
Call (650) 494-7222.
 Memorial donations would 
be welcomed toward Serenaís 
tuition. Send to Saint Fran-
cis High School with a note 
“for Serena Powell tuition” 
and mail to St. Francis High 
School, 1885 Miramonte 
Avenue, Mountain View, 
California 94040.

O B I T U A R Y

MIXED USE
  Continued from page 1

COURTESY CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

The City Council approved this mixed-use retail and housing development on El Camino Real and Mariposa 
Avenue.
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SEN. SIMITIAN NEEDS TO 
EXPLAIN VOTE
 Why did state Sen. Joe Simitian 
vote against SB-967? 
 Executives in the UC and CSU 
systems have been living high on 
the hog for years now as tuition 
has increased at an incredible 
rate. But when confronted with 
a bill to finally bring some 
accountability to a system that 
has clearly gone out of control, 
Sen. Simitian failed to stand up 
for the needs of students. One 
wonders what he thinks his role 
on the Education Committee is 
if he considers the paychecks of 
administrators more important 
than students.

Conni Edwards
Sunnyvale

A GOOD DEED  
ON A HOT DAY
 I have called Mountain View 
home, on and off, for almost 40 
years. What makes Mountain 
View great are the locals here. 
 On Saturday, I walked with my 
little dogs to Baskin Robbins, 
near El Camino and Shoreline, 
to get a cold treat on a hot day. 
Of course, the line was long to get 
some ice cream.
 The little dogs were waiting 
outside for me and their ice 
cream. Locals Kellie and Ray 
played with them and watched 
them while I waited for my turn. 
They asked for nothing in return 
even though I offered. It’s people 
like them, and little acts of kind-
ness like this, that make Moun-
tain View the great place that it 

is. Kudos to Kellie and Ray. 
Patricia Stevenson

Space Park Way 

NEED MORE  
CARPOOLS ON 85
 I reside near Microsoft. If, for 
any reason, I try to leave home 
during the morning hours I 
encounter the gridlock at High-
way 85 and Shoreline Boulevard. 
Then, if the return trip is before 
11 a.m., I am faced with a half-
hour-plus to drive two miles 
from Shoreline to my home.
 Lately, as I leave and wait for 
the traffic signal, I have been 
counting the cars coming off 85, 
observing how many occupants 
there are in each car. Out of 70, 
one had two passengers. All the 
rest had only the driver. I have 
been counting for over two weeks 
now. Same with Shoreline — 50 
cars with only one having two 
passengers. I did notice some 
relief during Spring Break.
 So the shuttle is in this slow 
traffic too. But, it is carrying 
about 25 passengers which has 
taken that many cars out of the 
commute.
 I am sure this will continue to 
escalate as more and more are 
hired. Soon we will be locked in 
during the morning rush hours. 
I hope for a solution.

Joyce Andersen
Space Park Way

MORE HOUSING LED TO 
TRAFFIC JAMS
 Front page news in the April 

M
ountain View is suddenly realizing that along with 
the glow of Google and other high tech companies 
that have settled in the North Bayshore area comes 

a massive problem moving more than 50,000 vehicles a day in 
and out of the area, including the shuttle buses headed to and 
from the downtown Caltrain station.
 The near gridlock during the morning and evening commute 
caused by workers trying to travel the last mile to their job is 
becoming more and more serious. With only two access points 
from the Bayshore Freeway at Shoreline Boulevard and Reng-
storff Avenue just getting into and out of the North Bayshore is 
nearly as bad as the entire ride home for many commuters. 
 The City Council recognized the problem last week when 
members agreed to shell out $325,000 to hire a consultant to 
examine the options for improving the level of service at the two 
main intersections with the freeway. That rating is now F, which 
essentially means the streets are at capacity. The consultant, Wil-
liam Hurrell of the firm CDM Smith, admits that, "It probably 
isn't realistic to think you will be able to pull them to C or D lev-
els or even E. When they are at capacity, you essentially cannot 
move additional traffic. You have to look at alternative ways to 
move people in and out of the area." 
 It is clear that the time is ripe to think "outside the box," includ-
ing two futuristic options already pitched to the city in 2009 by 
SkyTran and Advanced Transit Systems, which was working on a 
project that was to be installed at London's Heathrow Airport in 
2010. Both systems are expensive, with a cost of up to $15 million 
a mile, but both have the capacity to move thousands of riders 
between downtown and the North Bayshore.
 Unimodal developed the Sky Tran system and had a demon-
stration unit at NASA Ames, where it hopes to build a network 
of its 1,200-pound electric vehicles using overhead rails. The cars 
would float on the overhead rails using magnetic levitation or 
"maglev" technology instead of wheels, and get the equivalent of 
500 miles per gallon. The developers say one Sky Tran line can 
support as much traffic as a three-lane freeway and that power 
could come from rail-mounted solar panels or wind turbines.
 The 2009 proposal made by Advanced Transit Systems 
included a route starting at the downtown transit station, head-
ing down Stierlin Road and over the Shoreline Boulevard/
Highway 101 overpass, and end at the front door of the Google-
plex, a five-minute trip. The battery-powered ATS trains are 
computer controlled and ride on dedicated cement pathways. 
 Either system would be costly, but unless something new comes 
along, it is likely that the city will have to consider such a system 
and then figure out how to pay for it. Certainly it is in the interest 
of Google and other North Bayshore companies to participate in 
funding such a system. And it is possible that the city could dedicate 
some of the unspent Shoreline Community funds to such a project, 
although more work must be done, first by the consultant and then 
by city officials, who should take the lead on such a large project. 
 With Google already committed to developing a large complex 
at Moffett Field, possibly including residential units, it will be even 
more important for the city to include such rapid transit solutions 
in its plans. Without such an investment, the long backups to get 
into and out of the North Bayshore will only get worse.

There is a way  
to defeat gridlock
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20 Voice “City seeks solutions for 
Bayshore traffic.”
 You’re kidding me right? I’ve 
lived downtown for 28 years and 
complained about all of the new 
housing that the City Council 
continues to approve and asked, 
“Where is all that traffic going to 
go?”
 My daughter works at Google, 
lives downtown and it takes her 
a half an hour on a good day to 
go a mile and half. It is hard to 
believe that we keep on building 
and yet we still haven’t figured 
out a solution for the Bayshore 
traffic. So the City Council has 
hired a “consultant” to tell us 
that there really are no solutions 
because mankind tells us that 
they cannot get out of their car 
and walk or ride bicycles, and we 
better just learn to live with it or 
get outta Dodge! The city didn’t 
need to hire a consultant! They 
should’ve just asked me and I 
would’ve said “When cars can 
fly,” then we’ll have our solu-
tion.

Muriel Sivyer-Lee 
Velarde Street

TO EASE TRAFFIC, STOP 
THE DEVELOPMENT
 To try to tame the traffic mess 
north of Bayshore, the city must 
immediately and permanently 
kill all plans to allow construc-
tion of new residential units and 
also new retail shopping develop-
ment north of Highway 101.
 To allow such development will 
make traffic even worse than it 
already is. City Council member 
Jac Siegel is correct in his assess-
ment of the traffic situation. It is 
unrealistic and also incredibly 
naive (my words) to expect large 
numbers of people to leave their 
cars at home and switch to walk-
ing, biking, and public transpor-
tation. It just wonít happen.

William R. Hitchens
Sunnyview Lane

LETTERS
 Continued from page 15

Support 

Mountain View 

Voice’s coverage 

of our community.

Memberships begin 

at only 17¢ per day

Join today:

SupportLocalJournalism.org

Quality Daytime Care for Older Adults

RSVP to (650) 289-5498

Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center presents a free

“How To” Series
for Family Caregivers

Wed, May 23, 6:30 pm - 8 pm
How To cope with a loved one’s 
Dementia or Alzheimer’s

Wed, June 27, 6:30 pm - 8 pm
How To help a family member
who has Parkinson’s
Come to one or both of these 
free informative sessions. Enjoy 
light refreshments and a chance 
to connect with others in 
similar circumstances.

* Free on-site care of your aging loved one available while 
you attend the workshop. 48-hour notice required.

NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTORS

Notice is hereby given that for the purpose of pre-qualification, sealed 
Responsibility Questionnaires will be received by the Board of trustees 
of the Mountain View – Los Altos Union High School District up until the 
close of business on the date indicated below for:

Project Description: 

Tennis Court Repairs at Mountain View High School

Pre-Qualification Packages Due Date and Time:  April 27, 2012 at 
2pm at Kramer Project Development Company, Inc., attention Matt 
Hannigan, 4040 Moorpark Avenue #128, San Jose, CA  95117.

Pre-Qualification of Trade Contractors

In order to receive plans and bid, Trade Contractors must possess a cur-
rent and active license to perform the work listed, submit and certify the 
required Responsibility Questionnaire information and be pre-qualified 
by the District.   All contractors must have substantiated K-12 public 
school project experience and previous experience with tennis court 
construction and repairs to be prequalified.

A.   Earthwork and Paving Trades A or C-12 license required

Only Pre-Qualified Contractors will be permitted to bid.   Pre-Quali-
fied Contractors will be required to attend a mandatory Pre-Bid Confer-
ence scheduled for Tuesday, May 1, 2012 at 2pm at the District Office of 
the Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District, 1299 Bryant 
Avenue, Mountain View, CA.   Opening of the sealed bids submitted 
by pre-qualified bidders is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, 
2012 at 2pm.   Bidding documents will be available to pre-qualified con-
tractors on or about May 1, 2012.  Pre-qualified contractors are advised 
to verify dates and times of the mandatory pre-bid conference and bid 
opening prior to the above listed dates.   Responsibility Questionnaires 
and instructions for submission can be obtained by calling Matt Hanni-
gan at (408) 246-6237 or by email matt@kramerpdc.com.   Contracts will 
require a 100% performance bond, a 100% Labor and Materials Bond 
and a Bid Security in the amount of 10% of the submitted bid.   These 
projects are subject to the State Labor Code.   Labor Code 1720-1816 
regarding the payment of prevailing wages and submission of certified 
payroll statements will be enforced.  Contractors are allowed according 
to PCC sec. 22300 to submit securities in lieu of retention.

Starting July 1, 2012, VTA youth monthly passes will be 

available only on Clipper. To apply for the Youth Clipper 

card, bring your proof of age to an upcoming application 

event (a parent/guardian signature is also required).

 KEEP YOUR  VTA
 YOUTH DISCOUNT

For a list of accepted proofs of age,  

visit clippercard.com/VTA or call 877.878.8883.

Thursday, May 3
5536 Monterey Hwy
San Jose, 5pm - 8pm

Saturday, May 5
780 E. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, 2pm - 5pm 

Wednesday, May 9
2012 El Camino Real
Santa Clara, 5pm - 8pm

Saturday, May 12
1795 E. Capitol Exp
San Jose, 9am - 12pm

Saturday, May 12
770 First St.
Gilroy, 2pm - 5pm

Tuesday, May 15
4170 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, 5pm - 8pm

Apply for a Youth Clipper® 
card at an upcoming 
Walgreens event.
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By Rebecca Wallace

N
o watercolor landscapes for Jay 
Hill. This artist wields spray 
paint, utility knives and sten-

cils to make rock-star faces and blasts 
of color. Sometimes his paintings have 
the restless look of old concert fliers.
 The cutting and 
spraying and brush-
work all go quickly. 
Hill likes to work in 
the moment.
 He’s just had his 
first featured exhibit, 
at Palo Alto’s Gallery 
House, and that hap-
pened fast, too. He’s 
been painting seriously 
for less than a year.
 When Hill was 
younger, he tried to 
pursue art, sometimes 
oil painting, but that fell by the way-
side. He worked in printing in the ‘80s 
and did some calligraphy, and those 
things kept his visual-arts sensibilities 
alive. Still, his career path didn’t lead 
him back to his own painting for a long 
time.
 “I went from truck driving to print-
ing to desktop publishing to program-
ming,” Hill says, standing amid the 
canvases and slabs of wood and cans 

of acrylic paint in his Mountain View 
garage studio. A respirator face mask 
sits ready to protect him from the next 
spray, and bamboo shades and drapes 
of fabric are spattered with color from 
where Hill has spray-painted through 
them to create texture. Fortunately, his 

landlord is also an 
artist.
 It was a film 
that finally drop-
kicked Hill into 
making art a sig-
nificant part of his 
life. He watched 
“Exit Through 
the Gift Shop,” a 
2010 documentary 
about the mysteri-
ous graffiti artist 
Banksy, and got 
hooked. Banksy, a 

British 30-something, keeps his iden-
tity hidden, spraying and stenciling his 
sociopolitical statements on buildings, 
bridges and walls.
 “It just kind of sparked me,” Hill 
says. “I just started painting on stuff in 
the house, pieces of wood. ... Oil paint-
ing takes so long to dry. This way felt so 
fast and loose.”
 The medium and the method 
inspired Hill, but not the message. 

Rather than painting about politics, he 
prefers to focus on faces: emotions and 
expressions, and the countenances of 
musicians and other creative types he 
admires.
 In the hall of his home is a favorite 
painting: his bluesy, haunting image of 
the late Syd Barrett, the troubled Pink 
Floyd co-founder who left the band in 
1968 and became a recluse.
 Gazing at the darkened face and 
deep-set eyes, Hill quotes from his 
favorite Pink Floyd song, murmur-
ing, “Now there’s a look in your eyes, 
like black holes in the sky.” It comes 
from the tune “Shine On You Crazy 
Diamond,” which was a tribute to 
Barrett.
 The painting, called “Black Holes in 
the Sky,” contains the stylized letters that 

Budding artist brings his spray-paint cans  
and rockin’ themes to the Peninsula art scene

 Continued on next page

Clockwise from top left: Mountain View artist Jay Hill stands in front of “Loudmouth,” one of his series of baby faces; “Helios;” and “Shoot Pool Fast Eddie.”  

VERONICA WEBER
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show up in many of Hill’s paint-
ings. Here, one of the words is 
an elaborate and almost unrec-
ognizable version of “Barrett,” 
repeated over and over.
 Sometimes the words in 
Hill’s work are clearly stenciled 
English; sometimes they’re a 
mix of Spanish and German 
and a vivid iconography some-
thing resembling Japanese.
 Hill tried to use real Japanese 
in the past, but he doesn’t speak 
it. When he attempted “resolu-
tion,” meaning “finality,” he 
wound up with the kind of “res-
olution” more suitable for a jpeg. 
He decided, “Somebody’s going 
to end up slugging me if I use the 
wrong thing,” and went with his 
own fictional language.
 In the Gallery House exhi-
bition, which runs through 
April 28, Hill is showing “Black 
Holes in the Sky” with about 14 
other paintings. He said he had 
liked the gallery and simply 
submitted his work. Now he’s 
a member. Titled “Outbreak,” 
the exhibit also features work 
by Pat Mayer. The Redwood 
City artist often incorporates 
found objects into her mixed-
media pieces.
 “I see beauty in a piece of 
rusted metal, a torn page from 
an old book, even a piece of 
discarded cardboard,” Mayer 
wrote in an artist’s statement. 
“Most often I have no pre-
conceived idea of where these 
objects will take me as far as 
composition or subject matter 
goes. I like the viewer to dis-
cover what may or may not be 
familiar at first glance.”
 Both artists encourage view-
ers to look deeper at their work. 
They don’t seem interested in 
creating images that are a snap 
to understand. Hill is even reluc-

tant to make his titles specific. 
In what he calls his “baby face” 
series, for example, Hill pur-
posely puts not-too-evocative 
titles on the paintings of young 
faces (which are often sur-
rounded by mysterious words). 

 Looking at his painting of a 
baby wailing, he says that the 
wrong title could easily push 
viewers’ interpretations in one 
direction: serious and political, 
or light and silly.
 “It could be called ‘Crying in 
Darfur’ or “Get Me a Pepsi,’” he 
says. “It’s all context.”
 When it comes to their 
materials, both Hill and Mayer 
tend to work with many strata. 
Mayer has her found objects, 
and Hill sometimes paints over 
and over on the same canvas 

or piece of wood. “I’ll just do 
layer after layer,” Hill says. “I’ll 
put down stencils, layers, more 
stencils, colors.” The result is 
deep and vivid.
 In his garage studio, Hill 
displays pieces of a work in 
progress. He’s started with 
a stock photo of a face, then 
blown it up large in his com-
puter. Sometimes he turns the 
face into a woven pattern or 
stretches it in the photo pro-
gram. Then he goes to Kinko’s 
and prints it out big.
 Back in the studio, Hill takes 
an X-Acto blade to the giant 
photo. He might cut it into strips, 
or cut out some of its features to 
make a stencil. Then he cre-
ates the painting, spraying and 
brushing. He originally worked 
on wood, but now that the size 
of his paintings has grown along 
with his confidence, canvas is 
proving less unwieldy.
 One slab of wood became his 
desk. “On the bottom is a failed 
painting of David Gilmour,” 
Hill confesses, flipping up the 
desk to show ghostly images of 
the Pink Floyd musician.
 Other paintings that succeed-

By Rebecca Wallace

E
very year around May, 
strangers send inscrutable 
gifts to Marianne Lettieri. 

Silver platters are common and 
pincushions that look like fat 
red tomatoes.
 A farmer in Woodside once 
sent her an antique weed spray-
er. An old woman brought her a 
box of cat bones.
 “Objects appear on my porch 
like orphaned babies in baskets,” 
she says.
 Lettieri is used to people 
presenting her with oddities, 
pieces of what she calls “cul-
tural detritus” that she uses in 
her mixed-media constructions. 
The number of gifts just goes up 

in the spring, after crowds drop 
by her Palo Alto studio during 
Silicon Valley Open Studios. 
Lettieri is one of more than 
300 local artists, including 13 
in Mountain View, who open 
their doors to the public during 
the annual event the first three 
weekends in May.
 “I get all this cool stuff,” she 
says. Excitedly, she pulls out 
a flat mahogany-colored box 
about the size of a vinyl record 
and flips it open. The box is full 
of teeth. A dentist has given her 
several sets of old veneers, and 
Lettieri regards the choppers 
fondly. “Aren’t they just creepy 
enough to be fabulous?”

Assembling art
OBJECTS AND ODDITIES COME TOGETHER  

IN ARTIST’S WORKS ON VIEW  
AT SILICON VALLEY OPEN STUDIOS

April Maiten’s mosaic, “Pelicans at Sunset” is part of next weekend’s 
Silicon Valley Open Studios tour in Mountain View.

 See OPEN STUDIOS, page 22

”Lucky Bird” is wearable art by Valeriya Promokhova.

Jay Hill layers printed images before transferring the image to canvas.

”Good Time Charlie” is one of Jay Hill’s works featuring baby 
faces.

The medium  

and the method 

inspired Hill.
 

VERONICA WEBER

 Continued from previous page
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OTHER PROGRAMS
· Sport Camps 
· Swim School

· English Language Institute 
 for International Students

K-12 LEARNING AND FUN
MORNING ACADEMICS  AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES
MATH LANGUAGE ARTS SCIENCE ART AND MORE!

Summer     
Institute

Grades 6-12 Grades K-6
Summer 
Camp+

summer.harker.org
Held on our beautiful lower and upper school campuses

campinfo@harker.org  |  408.553.0537

Ages 7 and up. New to the sport or have experience, 
we have a camp for you.

Half day or full day option for boys and girls. 

All the camps offer fundamental skill work, position work, scrimmages and games.

650-725-9016
stanfordwaterpolocamps.com

SSSSSSSTTTTTTTAAAAAAANNNNNNNFFFFFFFOOOOOOORRRRRRRDDDDDDD WWWWWWWAAAAAAATTTTTTTEEEEEEERRRRRRR PPPPPPPOOOOOOOLLLLLLLOOOOOOO CCCCCCCAAAAAAAMMMMMMMPPPPPPPSSSSSSS

at Stanford University

THE 43nd ANNUAL STANFORD TENNIS SCHOOL

Directed by Dick & Anne Gould

JUNIOR OVERNIGHT AND DAY CAMPS

JUNIOR DAY CAMP

USSportsCamps.com
1-800-NIKE CAMP (1-800-645-3226)

Learn from the people and companies who invented 
social media!

Learn directly from industry leaders how to connect with potential customers and 
maintain relationships with your loyal customers. We will have guest speakers from 
Facebook, Google, LinkedIn, Twitter and others to help you navigate the world of 
social media. If you're new to social networking, you'll learn all that you need to get 
started. If you have experience, even better! You'll learn all kinds of time-saving 
tricks and have your questions answered.  
 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012
Registration: 7:00am - 8:00am
Conference: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Networking Reception: 5:00pm - 7:30pm

Chamber member price: $197
Standard ticket price: $297
 
Oshman Family Jewish Community Center
3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto 
 

Event sponsored by:

www.chambermv.org/
socialmediaconference2012

MAY 1, 2012 | PALO ALTO, CA

ed — and made it into Hill’s 
first exhibition — include 
“Helios,” a long rectangle of 
acrylic on wood depicting sev-
eral faces, all of them looking 
up. Two women look expect-
ant; one man is glum; one man 
seems a bit manic. What are 
they looking at? Who knows?
 “Shoot Pool Fast Eddie” is 
a square of acrylic on linen, 
centered on the serious face 
of Jackie Gleason in the movie 
“The Hustler.” Hill muses 
about the character in that 
movie, who was focused on 
playing pool when he was 
young, then left that world 
before returning years later.
 “I tried to do art when I was 
younger,” he says. “It’s kind of 
my theme, too.” V

“Outbreak,” an exhibition of 
art by Jay Hill and Pat Mayer, 
Gallery House, 320 S. Califor-
nia Ave., Palo Alto. Through 
April 28. The gallery is open 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday 
through Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., and Sundays from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free. Go to 
galleryhouse2.com or call 650-
326-1668. To see more of the 
artists’ work, go to jayhillart.
com or pdmayerart.com.

Learn from the people and companies who invented 
social media!
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Camp Connection
GU I D E TO 2012  SUM M E R C A M PS  F O R K I DS

Athletics

Bald Eagle Camps Mountain View
Bald Eagle Camps is the only camp Approved by the 
nationally recognized Positive Coaching Alliance, 
teaching their principles to every camper through our 
Certifi ed Coaches.  We off er 3 uniquely FUN Summer 
Camps, each of which exude our encouraging team 
culture: Non-Traditional Sports Camp (1st-8th), Basketball 
Camp (3rd-8th), and Leadership Camp (7th-8th only). 
Come experience our positive atmosphere, great 
coaching, unique structure, inspiring life message and 
5-STAR service. Bald Eagle Camps is guaranteed to be a 
highlight of your child’s summer.

www.baldeaglecamps.com 888-505-2253 

California Riding Academy’s 

Camp Jumps For Joy!  Menlo Park
Join us this summer for fantastic and fun fi lled week with 
our beautiful horses and ponies! Each day Campers have 
riding instruction, develop horsemanship skills, create fun 
crafts and enjoy with our kids’ jump course. In addition, 
campers learn beginning vaulting, visit our Full Surgical 
Vet Clinic, and much more! Voted the best horse camp 
by discerning young campers. Choose English, Western 
or Cowboy/Cowgirl. Ages 5-15 welcome. Convenient 
close-in Menlo Park location and online Registration and 
Payment with either PayPal or Google Checkout.

www.Califi orniaRidingAcademy.com 

or JumpsForJoy@CaliforniaRidingAcademy.com for more 

information 650-740-2261

Champion Tennis Camp Atherton
CTC programs provide an enjoyable way for your child 
to begin learning the game of tennis or to continue 
developing existing skills. Our approach is to create lots 
of fun with positive feedback and reinforcement in a 
nurturing tennis environment. Building self-esteem and 
confi dence through enjoyment on the tennis court is a 
wonderful gift a child can keep forever! Super Juniors 
Camps, ages 4 – 6. Juniors Camps, ages 6 - 14. 

www.alanmargot-tennis.com 650-400-0464

Earl Hansen Football Camp Palo Alto
No tagline, no logo, just football. Earl Hansen Football 
camp is a non-contact camp for participants ages 9 to 
14. Develop fundamental skills with proven drills and 
techniques. Sessions are 9:30 to 3:00, July 30 to August 
3. Save 10% with Early Bird registration through April 
30. Four morning practice days and 7 on 7 games in the 
afternoon. Lunch provided daily. Palo Alto High School 
Football Field.

www.earlhansenfootballcamp.com 650-269-7793

Glenoaks Stables’ Horse Camp Portola Valley
Giddy up your summer at Glenoaks Stables’ horse camp. 
Each full day of equestrian fun includes supervised riding, 
horsemanship, vaulting, pony games and arts & crafts. 6 
one-week sessions. All skill levels welcome, ages 6+. 

www.glenoaksequestriancenter.com/summercamps.htm

 650-854-4955

Kim Grant Tennis Academy & Palo Alto/

Summer Camps Menlo Park/Redwood City
Fun and Specialized junior camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, 
Intermediate 1&2, Advanced and Elite Players. Weekly 
programs designed by Kim Grant to improve players 
technique, fi tness, agility, mental toughness and all 
around tennis game. Camps in Palo Alto, Menlo Park and 
Redwood City. Come make new friends and have tons of 
FUN!!

www.KimGrantTennis.com 650-752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps Stanford University 
Dick Gould’s 43rd Annual Stanford Tennis School off ers 
day camps for both juniors  a&dults. Weekly junior 
overnight & extended day camps run by John Whitlinger 
& Lele Forood. Junior Day Camp run by Brandon Coupe 
& Frankie Brennan.

www.USSportsCamps.com/tennis 1-800-NIKE-CAMP 

 (645-3226)

Oshman JCC Palo Alto
Exciting programs for preschool and grades K-12 include 

swimming, fi eld trips, crafts and more. Enroll your child in 

traditional camp, or specialty camps like Pirates, Archery, 

Runway Project, Kid TV and over 25 others!

www.paloaltojcc.org/camps 650-223-8622

Palo Alto Elite Volleyball Club  Palo Alto/

Summer Camp  Menlo Park

Girls Volleyball - fastest growing, non-impact sport 

for girls, emphasizing team work. Camp provides age 

appropriate fundamentals; setting, hitting, passing, 

serving, plus; off ense vs defense strategy and learning 

rotations. 3rd - 12th grades (separate camps). High coach 

to player ratio. Email:  info@paloaltoelite.com

www.paloaltoelite.com   

Spring Down 

Equestrian Center   Portola Valley
Spring Down camp teaches basic to advanced 

horsemanship skills. Ages 6-99 welcome! Daily 

informative lecture, riding lesson, supervised hands-on 

skill practice, safety around horses, tacking/untacking of 

own camp horse, and arts/crafts.

www.springdown.com 650.851.1114

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to the sport or have experience, we 

have a camp for you. Half day or full day option for boys 

and girls. All the camps off er fundamental skill work, 

position work, scrimmages and games.

stanfordwaterpolocamps.com  650-725-9016

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12):  This all sports camp 

provides group instruction in a variety of fi eld, water 

and court games. Saint Francis faculty and students staff  

the camp, and the focus is always on fun. The program 

is dedicated to teaching teamwork, sportsmanship and 

positive self-esteem. After camp care and swim lessons 

available.

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 x650

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Advanced Sports Camps (5th-9th grades): We off er a wide 

selection of advanced sports camps designed to provide 

players with the opportunity to improve both their skill 

and knowledge of a specifi c sport. Each camp is run by 

a Head Varsity Coach at Saint Francis, and is staff ed by 

members of the coaching staff .

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 x650 

YMCA of Silicon Valley Peninsula
Say hello to summer fun at the YMCA! Choose from 

enriching day or overnight camps in 35 locations: arts, 

sports, science, travel, and more. For youth K-10th 

grade. Includes weekly fi eldtrips, swimming and 

outdoor adventures. Accredited by the American Camp 

Association. Financial assistance available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp 408-351-6400

Academics

Galileo  Los Altos/Palo Alto/Menlo Park/

Learning Woodside/Hillsborough
Galileo Learning operates award-winning summer day 

camps at 31 Bay Area locations. Camp Galileo (pre-K - 

rising 5th graders): Inspires campers to bring their ideas 

to life through art, science and outdoor activities. Galileo 

Summer Quest (rising 5th - 8th graders): Campers dive 

into exciting majors like Chefology and Video Game 

Design. 

www.galileo-learning.com  1-800-854-3684

For more information about these camps, see our online directory of camps at 
http://paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/. To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210

Summer 2012

(continued on next page)

synapseschool.org/curriculum/summer

Call (650) 294-4570

Synapse School in Menlo Park
Cutting-edge, imaginative, accelerated, integrated, and hands-on 
academic summer enrichment courses with independent in-depth 

and project-based morning and afternoon week-long programs for 

children ages 4-12.   June 18 - August 24
 Experience innovative and 

inventive learning

Young Explorers (Play School)

Constructivist Math

Science Masters’ Series: 

  da Vinci, Galileo, and Edison 

Typing for Kids

 Creative Sewing, and more!

SUMMER FUN
FOR EVERYONE

Your child will discover hidden talents, experience 

YMCA Day & Overnight Camps
YMCA OF SILICON VALLEY

View our Camp Guide at
ymcasv.org/summercamp
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Academics

GASPA German 

Summer School Camp Menlo Park
Learn German by way of Fairytale! GASPA is taking 
Summer Camp into the world of fairy tales and everything 
that comes with it…in German of course! Off ering a 4 
week program for children ages 3-12.

www.gaspa-ca.org 650-520-3646

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
K-12 off erings taught by exceptional, experienced 
faculty and staff . K-6 morning academics - focusing on 
math, language arts and science - and full spectrum of 
afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for-credit courses and 
non-credit enrichment opportunities. Sports programs 
also off ered. 

www.summer.harker.org 408-553-0537  

iD Tech Camps - 

Summer Tech Fun! Stanford
Take hobbies further! Ages 7-17 create iPhone apps, 
video games, movies, and more at weeklong, day and 
overnight programs held at Stanford and 60+ universities 
in 27 states..  Also 2-week, Teen-only programs: iD Gaming 
Academy, iD Programming Academy, and iD visual Arts 
Academy (fi lmmaking & photography).

www.internalDrive.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

iD Teen Academies Stanford
Learn diff erent aspects of video game creation, app 
development, fi lmmaking, photography, and more. 
2-week programs where ages 13-18 interact with industry 
professionals to gain competitive edge.  iD Gaming 
Academy, iD Programming Academy, and iD Visual Arts 
Academy are held at Stanford, and other universities.

www.iDTeenAcademies.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

ISTP’s Language Immersion Summer Camp
ISTP Summer Camp is designed to give participants 
a unique opportunity to spend their summer break 
having fun learning or improving in a second language. 
Students are grouped according to both grade level and 
language of profi ciency. Our camp off ers many immersion 
opportunities and consists of a combination of language 
classes and activities taught in the target language. 
Sessions are available in French, Mandarin, Chinese and 
English ESL and run Monday through Friday, 8am-3:30pm, 
with additional extnding care from 3:30-5:30pm.

www.istp.org   650-251-8519

Mid-Peninsula High School 

Summer Program Menlo Park
Mid-Peninsula High School off ers a series of classes and 
electives designed to keep students engaged in learning. 
Class Monday-Thursday and limited to 15 students.  Every 
Thursday there’s a BBQ lunch. The Science and Art classes 
will have weekly fi eld trips.

www.mid-pen.com 650-321-1991 x110

SuperCamp Stanford 
Increases Grades, Confi dence and Motivation. Academic 
pressure to stand out. Social pressure to fi t in. It’s not easy 
being a high school or middle school student. Straight 
A or struggling, kids are overwhelmed by homework, 
activities, and technology distractions. SuperCamp 
provides strategies to help kids succeed. Bobbi DePorter 
created SuperCamp to empower kids. Now in its 30th 
year with 64,000 graduates, SuperCamp builds study 
skills, self-esteem, and test scores. SuperCamp works. 
Parent Patty M. says, “We saw a jump in grades … the 
things she learned about her worth are of lasting value.” 

www.supercamp.com 1-800-285-3276.

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of 
academic and athletic programs for elementary through 
high school students. It is the goal of every program to 
make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable!

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 x446

Synapse School & Wizbots Menlo Park
Cutting-edge, imaginative, accelerated, integrated, and 
hands-on academic summer enrichment courses with 
independent in-depth, project-based morning and 
afternoon week-long programs for children ages 4-12. 
Young Explorers, Thinking Math, Leonardo da Vinci’s 
Inventions, Nature Connections, Girls’ & Soccer Robotics, 
and more!

synapseschool.org/curriculum/summer 650-866-5824

Write Now! 

Summer Writing Camps Palo Alto
Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of 
Pleasanton open their doors and off er their innovative 
programs: Expository Writing, Creative Writing, 
Presentation Techniques, and (new!) Media Production. 
Call or visit our website for details. Also Pleasanton.

www.headsup.org 650-424-1267, 925-485-5750

Arts, Culture and Other Camps

Community School of 

Music & Arts (CSMA ) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, 
Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, American Idol 
Workshop, more! Two-week sessions; full and half-
day enrollment. Extended care available. Financial aid 
off ered.

www.arts4all.org 650-917-6800 ext. 0

India Community Center  Palo Alto/ Sunnyvale/

Summer Camps Milpitas/Olema
Join ICC’s Cultural Camps which give campers a quick 
tour of India and its vibrant culture. These camps include 
arts, crafts, folk dance, bollywood dance, music, yoga, 
Indian history and geography. Over 10 diff erent camps 
all through the summer for Grades K-12. To register or for 
more details visit:

www.indiacc.org/camps 408-934-1130 ext. 225

Pacifi c Art League  Palo Alto,
Art camps are fun, and stimulate visual perception and 
cognitive thinking. Week-long camps are available 
for kids and teens 5 – 18, from June 18 to August 19, 
including Glass Fusing, Cartooning, Printmaking and 
Claymation.

www.pacifi cartleague.org 650.321.3891

Palo Alto Community

Child Care (PACCC)  Palo Alto
PACCC summer camps off er campers, grades kindergarten 
to 6th, a wide array of fun opportunities!  K-1 Fun for the 
youngest campers, Nothing But Fun for themed-based 
weekly sessions, Neighborhood Adventure Fun and 
Ultimate Adventure Fun for the more active and on-the-
go campers!  Swimming twice per week, periodic fi eld 
trips, special visitors and many engaging camp activities, 
songs and skits round out the fun off erings of PACCC 
Summer Camps!  Registration is online. Open to campers 
from all communities!  Come join the fun in Palo Alto!

www.paccc.com 650-493-2361

TechKnowHow Computer Palo Alto/

& LEGO Camps Menlo Park/Sunnyvale
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 
5-14 Courses include LEGO and K’NEX Projects with 
Motors, Electronics, NXT Robotics, 3D Modeling, and 
Game Design. Many locations, including Palo Alto, Menlo 
Park, and Sunnyvale. Half and all day options. Early-bird 
and multi-session discounts available.

www.techknowhowkids.com 650-638-0500

Theatreworks Summer Camps Palo Alto
In these skill-building workshops for grades K-5, students 
engage in language-based activities, movement, music, 
and improvisation theatre games. Students present their 
own original pieces at the end of each two-week camp.

www.theatreworks.org/educationcommunity 650-463-7146

For more information about these camps, see our online directory of camps at 
http://paloaltoonline.com/biz/summercamps/. To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210

Summer 2012

(continued from previous page)

Summer at Saint Francis
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sports & activity

HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES 
 
 

 
 

ADVANCED SPORTS CAMPS
 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPS
 

 
 

 

SPORTS & ACTIVITY CAMP

 

Camps  
for all ages

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.
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  Register Online: www.arts4all.org

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Art Classes
Private Lessons,
Classes & 
Ensembles
Preschool 
Program
Vacation
Camps
Concerts & 
Exhibitions

Finn Center, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View | 650.917.6800
All ages, all levels, all aspirations!

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS 
OF GROWTH & CHANGING STUDENT LIVES

(650) 321-1991 x110
1340 Willow Road, Menlo Park

www.mid-pen.com

MID-PENINSULA HIGH SCHOOL

SUMMER SCHOOL

A place where horses and humans 
can come together to learn and 

benefi t from each other.

725 Portola Rd., Portola Valley
(650) 851-1114     www.springdown.com

2012 Horsemanship Camps

50

★ 27 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG ★

 June 11-15, June 18-29,

 July 9-20, July 23-August 3,

 August 6-17, August 20-31

 June 11-14, August 6-9

Space is limited, sign up now! 

 She laughs with evident 
delight, and her long earrings 
swing. “People don’t know what 
to do with these things, but 
they don’t want to throw them 
away.”
 Lettieri probably never throws 
anything away. But you wouldn’t 
know it from a peek into her 
space at Cubberley Studios in the 
Cubberley Community Center. 
This has got to be one of the most 
organized studios ever. Lettieri’s 
treasures are neatly stored on 
shelves and in cupboards, draw-
ers and plastic boxes with snap-
on tops, all organized by type or 
subject matter.
 Assemblage artists are always 
looking for the perfect juxta-
positions of objects where art is 
born. 
 When Lettieri obtains new 
items — whether as gifts, at 
garage sales or online — she 
likes to group her treasures by 
“visual metaphors.” One box is 
devoted to measurement: clock 
pieces, rulers and barometers. 
Others contain sand dollars and 
scallops, or animal bones. One is 
labeled simply “Pretties.”
 The familiar tomato pincush-
ions fill another box. As part of 
her thesis at San Jose State Uni-
versity, where Lettieri is pursuing 
an MFA in sculpture, she plans 
to combine the pincushions into 
a cathedral rose window, 6 feet 
across, with a wooden frame. The 
Middle Ages meet the Victorian 
era, when the tomato pincushion 
became popular.
 “For me, the pincushion is the 
soul of a woman,” she says.
Lettieri often pays tribute 
to the hardworking domestic 
woman in her art, exploring 
what life was like when women 
couldn’t have careers outside 
the home. She opens another 
box, fingering circles of hand-
made lace.
 “This, maybe, was the only way 

OPEN STUDIOS
 Continued from page 18

”Christine” by Bill Sarnoff.



women could express themselves. 
These were feats of engineering. 
They measured out their lives in 
skeins of string,” she says.
 It can’t have been all bad, 
though, Lettieri muses, picking 
up a rolling pin. “All these pies,” 
she says. “Think of the love that 
went into them.”
 Lettieri has played her role 
in the high-tech world. She 
previously was a graphic artist 
in public relations. Even now, 
she is in the midst of a series of 
assemblages commissioned by 
Oracle Corp. Her materials are 
computer parts harvested from 
company dumpsters and given 
new life as triptychs.
 In a sense, Lettieri’s art is 
all about resurrection, and her 
Christian faith an integral part 
of her creativity. In 2005, she 
founded Arts of the Covenant, 
a group of artists, art therapists 
and art educators who explore 
“the intersection of Christian 
faith and the visual arts.” About 
175 people are members, meeting 
at the Menlo Park Presbyterian 
Church.
 Besides holding lively discus-
sions about the spiritual context 
of artworks, the members also 
hold exhibits and do community 
service. They have held art activi-
ties for spiritual retreats and 
made quilts for rape victims in 
an African hospital. This week-
end, they plan to do free portraits 
at the VA Palo Alto Health Care 
System campus.
 Several artists will also take 
part in Silicon Valley Open 
Studios, joining their comrades 
from the Peninsula down to Gil-
roy in opening up individual and 
group studios.
 Lettieri and her Cubberley 
cohorts will open their doors 
the weekend of May 5 and 6, 
along with many other studios 
in Mountain View, Los Altos, 
Los Altos Hills, Palo Alto, East 
Palo Alto, Stanford, Ladera and 
Sunnyvale.
 The weekend of May 12-13, the 
event moves to the South Bay, 
with locations in the San Jose 
environs and parts farther south. 
On May 19-20, Open Studios 

returns to the Peninsula: Menlo 
Park, Portola Valley, Woodside, 
Redwood City, San Carlos, Bel-
mont, San Mateo and Hillsbor-
ough.

 Studio visits are free, with no 
reservations required. Event hours 
are from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday and Sunday each weekend. 
For details, go to svos.org. V
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& Teen Academies

CREATE VIDEO GAMES!
DEVELOP iPHONE® APPS!

PROGRAM ROBOTS!
MAKE MOVIES!

Stanford
UC Berkeley
Santa Clara
Princeton
UCLA

60+ UNIVERSITIES. AGES 7-18.

www.internalDrive.com1-888-709-TECH (8324)(408) 934-1130, ext.225
www.IndiaCC.org

June 11-August 24, 2012 

@

Prices starting 
at $259/week

Weekly Camps
June-July-August

Certifi ed Coaching Team

Programs:

Mini (3-5)
Beginner (5-7)

games

Intermediate I - Intermediate II
Advanced - Elite

Oshman Family JCC 
3921 Fabian Way  |  Palo Alto, CA
youth@paloaltojcc.org  |  (650) 223-8622

Give Your Child a
Summer to Remember!
Camps for preschoolers through 
teens at the Oshman Family JCC

   

   

in 
   

www.paloaltojcc.org/camps

”Coqui” by Charlotte Coqui.



24  ■  Mountain View Voice  ■  MountainViewOnline.com  ■  April 27, 2012


