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The southbound Caltrain platform in Mountain View is packed with commuters.

Urban design critic joins debate

over city's development

COUNCIL MEMBER, CRITIC DISAGREE ABOUT CALL
FOR HOUSING IN NORTH BAYSHORE

By Daniel DeBolt

oogle’s hometown of
Mountain View has
quickly become a flash

point for the debate over Silicon
Valley’s resistance to allowing
new housing for its exploding
workforce, and on Sunday,

the San Francisco Chronicle
entered the fray.

In a column by respected
urban design columnist John
King, it is noted that Moun-
tain View is home to a thriv-
ing downtown and many of
the country’s most “innova-
tive addresses” such as Linke-

dIn and Google, but King says
“when it comes to mapping a
future with housing options
for the talented people who
work within its boundaries, the
South Bay city of 75,000 is stuck
in the past.”

» See NORTH BAYSHORE, page 13

Police chief leaving for private security post

By Kevin Forestieri

fter 28 vyears in law
enforcement, Mountain
View Police Chief Scott

Vermeer announced Tuesday
that he will leave his career in
public safety for a high-ranking
job at Security Industry Spe-
cialists (SIS), a company that
provides security to Google and
other high-tech firms in Moun-
tain View and beyond.

Vermeer began his career in
1986 at the Redwood City Police

Department, where he rose to the
rank of captain before becoming
chief of the Menlo Park Police
Department, where he stayed for
three years. In January of 2002
he became chief of the Mountain
View Department.

At 15 years, Vermeer spent a
long time as chief of police, in
part because he was very young
when he was first hired as chief of
the Menlo Park department. He
said alot of people reach the rank
of chief at a much older age, and
consequently don’t stick around

forlong. At 34, he was the young-
est police chief in the state.

But Vermeer said those years
blew by quickly for him.

“I'wanted to be a police officer
when I was a kid, and I got my
dream,” Vermeer said.

During his time as police chief
in Mountain View, Vermeer said
he saw a lot of changes in the
community. He said the city is
definitely safer now, with some
of the lowest recorded crime rates

» See CHIEF VERMEER, page 12

Farm to play

650.964.6300

By Daniel DeBolt

( : ity Council members took
a small step last week
towards following Sunny-

vale’s lead in cracking down on

illegal guns and large-capacity

ammunition magazines.
Council member Mike Kasper-

zak prodded a majority of the

council at the end of the May 28

meeting to request a memo about

the legal status of Sunnyvale’s
new gun laws, which are being
challenged by lawsuits. Kasper-
zak said he was spurred by the
recent shooting in Santa Barbara
and by former Mountain View
mayor and state legislator Sally
Lieber, who gave a speech on the
issue at the start of the meeting,
and organized a rally in Moun-
tain View to promote new local
gun laws several months ago.
“We'’re experiencing a public
health epidemic of shootings
that are both criminal and acci-
dental every single day,” Lieber
said after the meeting. “I, like
many other people, feel that we
have to make some progress on
this issue. We just can’t accept
anymore that people, including
a large number of children, are

Council may push
for new gun laws

going to get shot on any given
day, month or year in the U.S.
Many of us are very frustrated
waiting for Congress. I think it’s
a case of Congress being bought
off by the gun manufacturers.
So we want to see progress at the
state level and the local level.”

“I think we in the community
should have a discussion about
these issues,” Kasperzak said on
Monday. “No amount of gun
control laws will bring every-
thing to an end, but are there
things you can do to limit it?”

While John Inks said no during
his 2013 term, Kasperzak signed
onto Mayors Against Illegal
Guns during his 2012 mayoral
term. Inks opposed the request
for the staff memo, saying the
information requested was read-
ily available and “You could go
get it. I could go get it and bring
it here.”

In November Sunnyvale’s
voters passed Measure C, which
requires gun stores to keep a log
of everyone who buys ammu-
nition in Sunnyvale, bans the
possession of ammunition
magazines holding more than

» See GUN CONTROL, page 14

MICHELLE LE
Gun sellers in Mountain View could be affected if the city adopts
new gun control laws.
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Jupy SHERI CINDY
BOGARD-TANIGAMI BOGARD-HUGHES BOGARD-0O’GORMAN

650.207.21 1 | 650.279.4003 650.924.8365
judytanigami@gmail.com shughes@apr.com cbogardogorman@apr.com
CalBRE# 00298975 CalBRE# 01060012 CalBRE# 01918407
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1973 Wimbledon Place, Los Altos
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With lush gardens that extend to the large private backyard, this gracious 4 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom home features great curb appeal
as it sets back from the street on a 15,000+ sf cul-de-sac lot. A formal tile entry opens to the spacious living room with wood burning
fireplace and adjacent dining room with sliding glass doors accessing the rear gardens. The kitchen features rich wood cabinetry and a
sunny breakfast nook. Wood paneled doors open to the family room with a second wood burning fireplace and a convenient in-home

office. Master suite with walk-in closet and laundry room with built-in cabinetry complete the appeal of this wonderful home. Excel-
lent Cupertino Schools and possibility to apply for, and purchase, a private membership to Woodland Vista Swim and Racquet Club.

Offered at $1,795,000 | www.1973Wimbledon.com
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4249 Manuela Avenue, Palo Alto
Rare Find - ﬁz'yé/eaf “ennis Oourt

Truly resort inspired this sophisticated residence is uniquely appointed with unmatched detail. Mostly rebuilt in 2002, this
5BR/3.5BA home features approximately 5,126 square feet and includes an executive office with custom built-ins, large gourmet
kitchen with 9-foot island and breakfast nook, and family room with 2-way glass fireplace shared with the outdoor terrace. The pri-
vate setting of almost one acre features a sparkling pool and spa and elevated terrace overlooking a lighted tennis court. Adding to the
appeal is the home’s close-in location convenient to Palo Alto and Los Altos as well as access to top-rated Palo Alto schools.

Offered at $5,388,000 | www.4249ManuelaCourt.com
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Voices

AROUND TOWN

Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Kayla Layaoen.

If you could travel back in time,
what advice would you give yourself?

“I'would tell myself to go back
to school, instead of being
home-schooled.”

Chris Hackmann, Sunnyvale

“I would tell past me to be
more confident in my choices
and in myself. [ would say not
to let people push me around. 1
should’ve started creating those
good character traits earlier.”
Jasmine Salik, Los Altos

“I would try harder not to
procrastinate.”
Javier Suarez, Palo Alto

“I wish that I had listened

to myself and drowned out

the external noise. Above all,
believe in the person that you
have become. You will always
be your own biggest supporter.”
Megan Oza, Cupertino

“I know I wouldn’t listen to
myself anyway.”

Monica Salazar, Mountain View

Have a question for Voices Around Town? Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

Come See W@
SMILES DENTAL CARE
Has Been Voted |
BEST OF MOUNTAIN VIEW
FIVE YEARS RUNNING!

SMILES

DENTAL CARE
S —

QUALITY - SATISFACTION - TRUST

Mountain View

* ' Voice For 5
- ' Years Running!

\

For our patients convenience
Smiles Dental will now be
open from 8:00am to 6:00pm
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays!

99

New Patient Special!

At Smiles Dental, we believe in treating our patients to
the best of dentistry and technology with first class
personal service.

Our skilled team is passionate about helping our Includes:
patients maintain healthy beautiful smiles. Exam, Digital X-Rays & Cleaning
Our office is equipped with the latest technology to A %366 VALUE!

Offer valid for new patients only.
Second opinions welcome. Call for details.
Some restrictions may apply.

help you achieve the smile you deserve.

DR. WILLIAM HALL ~ DR. TIFFANY CHAN ~ DR. AASHIMA SHARMA ~ DR. KATHLEEN TAVAREZ

100 W. EI Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View ( Corner of EI Camino & Calderon )

SMILES

WWW.SMILESDENTAL.COM | 650.564.3333

Larry's knows Subarus.

(& other Japanese Vehicles)

You know you are dealing
with experts when ...

e Technicians are Nationally Certified Masters

¢ Technicians receive over 40 hours
of specialized training every year

e They are certified environmentally
friendly

e All repairs are guaranteed in
writing for 3 years/ 36,000 miles
— no other shop does this!

e Each technician is a specialist
on the vehicle they service.

“The work was done expediently and
thoroughly. All personnel is friendly and
helpful. the work was explained in detail.
Thank you all!”

— Anita M. from Palo Alto, Subaru owner

“Very high quality. Great attention to
customers. Very friendly. I trust their
opinions and recommendations.”

— Kay P. from Palo Alto, Subaru owner

LARRY’S q‘;,vff% c
o K o 3 101
n L - Charleston
BoscH |~ ¢
When you want it right! SR S i A
L‘ ’h- g Leghorn st %
Hours: Mon — Fri 7:30 am - 12:30 pm, 1:30 pm - 5:30 pm W /%7@5 %} Z
g oy ) EY
2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View ' Old Middlefield
Approved
650-968-5202 | Autoworks.com Auto Repair
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YOU'RE INVITED!
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DAY WISDOML

A Fun Day of Celebratlon
for the Entire Family!

Saturday, June 7, 2014 | 1 p.m. -4 p.m.

El Camino Hospital, Mountain View Campus
2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040

The event will take place on the ground floor of the main hospital:
registration tables between the base of the staircase and the cafeteria.

Join us at this great event for wellness activities, skin cancer screenings,
uplifting lectures, Kid's corner, community partner tables, games, yoga
and Qigong demonstrations and MORE!

Activities All Day:
Free Healing Touch energy sessions
Kid's Corner - crafts, snacks, games and music
Community Resource Tables
Games, Row 2 Row Recovery demo
Ice Cream Social - Served by Cancer Center Clinical Team and Staff

“Loving Life - the Cancer Survivors New Perspective”
By Heidi Garland

Heidi Garland is wife, mother to two sons, CEO of Guild West Agency, a San Jose
based marketing firm and Breast Cancer Survivor. Heidi's cancer battle gave her

an unmatched zest for life. She has since appeared in five Pink Glove Dance videos,
El Camino Hospital's patient stories, and on NBC Bay Area News. Heidi has been
quoted in countless local and national newspaper and magazine articles on the
subject of breast cancer.

“Cancer is a Family Affair”

By Kathie Sutherland, M.D.

Dr. Kathie Sutherland is an OB/GYN with over 30 years of experience, Medjical
Director of the Genomic Medicine Institute at El Camino Hospital and 19 year breast
cancer survivor. Her goal is to build awareness through the use of family history and
genetic screening to help overcome the devastations of cancer.

“Movement for Life"”
By Joanna M. Losito, RN MSN FNP-c AOCNP

Joanna Losito is a Medical Oncology Nurse Practitioner and RN with over 25 years’
nursing experience. She helped create the Exercise for Energy class in partnership
with the Palo Alto Medical Foundation with 30+ weekly participants and helped to
develop the Better Breathers exercise group at El Camino Hospital. She has a special
interest in survivorship, symptom management and wellness promoting behaviors.

Learn more and register online at:
www.elcaminohospital.org/SurvivorDay

El Camino Hospital’

THE HOSPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY
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B CRIMEBRIEFS

ATTEMPTED MURDER VERDICT

A jury on Tuesday found 53-year-old Laura Jean Wenke guilty
of attacking her husband with a knife and stun gun.

Wenke, a Los Altos resident who now faces life in prison, was
found guilty on charges of attempted murder, assault with a
deadly weapon, assault with a stun gun and domestic abuse,
according to the San Mateo District Attorney’s office.

According to the Redwood City Police Department, Wenke
and her husband were going through a bitter divorce, and she
was upset that her husband had found a new girlfriend. On Sept.
15, 2011 she showed up at her husband’s construction business
dressed in bubble wrap and a jumpsuit, where she discharged a
stun gun into her husband’s side and stabbed him in the chest
and neck multiple times.

The husband was released from the hospital after several days of
treatment. He had a $2 million life insurance policy with Wenke
still listed as a beneficiary, according to police.

Wenke will be back in court for a trial to plea not guilty by
reason of insanity. This second phase of the the trial will begin
on Thursday, June 5.

MOTORCYCLE GEAR, ACCESSORIES STOLEN

Police received a report that someone stole thousands of dollars in
motorcycle gear on Continental Circle in Mountain View last week.

» See CRIME BRIEFS, page 8

B POLICELOG

ATTEMPTED MURDER COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
200 block Higdon Av., 6/1 700 block E. EI Camino Real, 6/2
AUTO BURGLARY GRAND THEFT

1 block Amphitheatre Pkwy., 6/1 100 block Evandale Av., 5/28

700 block Continental Cir., 6/2
BATTERY ntal Cir,
W. Middlefield Rd. & N. Shoreline Blvd,, 1000 block Crestview Dr., 6/3
5/28 RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY

800 block San Veron Av., 5/29
1500 block California St., 5/29
2200 block Latham St., 5/30

1 block Amphitheatre Pkwy., 5/31
1 block Amphitheatre Pkwy., 6/1

1900 block Latham St., 5/28
3400 block Truman Av., 5/30
1000 block Boranda Av., 6/1

VANDALISM

. 200 block S. Rengstorff Av., 5/28
Ul il s 2oy, B 700 block E. El Camino Real, 5/28
BATTERY WITH SERIOUS 200 block Castro St., 5/30
INJURY Bryant St. & W. Dana St., 5/31

1 block Amphitheatre Pkwy. 6/1 1 block Amphitheatre Pkwy., 6/1
1 block Amphitheatre Pkwy., 6/1

Inspirations

a guide to the spiritual community

Los ALTos LUTHERAN
Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All

Children’s Nursery

3 10:00 a.m. Worship
<~ "~ 10:10 Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

To include your

Church in
Inspirations
Please call
Blanca Yoc
at 650-223-6596
or email
byoc @paweekly.com

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012
www.losaltoslutheran.org

Mountain View CenTRAL SEveNTH-Day ApvenTist CHURCH
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Services: Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Study Groups: 10-11 a.m.
Pastor Kenny Fraser, B.A.M. DIV

1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View - Office Hrs. M-F 9am-1pm
www.mtviewda.adventistfaith.org Phone: 650-967-2189
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NO GOAL FOR YOU

COURTESY OF BRIAN EUGENI

Michael Eugeni punts the ball away from the goal during AYSO's Davis World Cup soccer
tournament over Memorial Day weekend. Michael is the goalkeeper for the Hammers team for
boys under age 12, led by coach David Allan and assistant coach Mike Brooker. The Hammers’ win
this year at the largest AYSO tournament in Northern California follows last year's victory, a first for
teams in the organization’s Region 45 representing Mountain View and north Los Altos, said Brian
Eugeni, the region’s assistant commissioner.

Open space bond measure
Is too close to call

By Richard Hine

easure AA, a $300
million bond measure
for the Midpeninsula

Regional Open Space District,
was favored by voters in Tues-
day’s June 3 election, but prelimi-
nary results on Wednesday are
too close to determine whether it
received the two-thirds approval
it needs to pass.

Bay City News Service reported
Wednesday that the vote was too
close to call since ballots cast in
both counties must be added
up and San Mateo County’s
percentage voting for it was 65
percent, just below the required
66.66 percent to pass. Santa Clara
County voters have supported it
by 67.56 percent so far, accord-
ing to the Registrar of Voters’
website.

With all precincts counted, the
yes vote in San Mateo and Santa
Clara counties, plus a single
precinct in Santa Cruz County,

totaled 48,419, which is 130 votes
more than the two-thirds’ voter
approval required for passage.
The vote count by county is:
B San Mateo County: 17, 167 yes
and 9,005 no.
M Santa Clara County: 31,251 yes
and 15,009 no.
In Santa Cruz County, only

one vote was cast

and it was in
ELECTION

support of the
2014

measure.

There are still
votes to count,
including pro-
visional and
mail-in ballots
dropped off on Election Day.

The district wants the author-
ity to issue up to $300 million
in bonds to improve, preserve
and restore its properties, and
to purchase land needed to con-
nect trails and preserve plant and
animal habitats.

The bonds have a maximum
term of 40 years and the annual

tax is predicted to range from
$1 per $100,000 assessed value
(or $10 for a $1 million home)
in 2015-16 to $2.90 per $100,000
assessed value (or $29 for a $1
million property) in 2044-45.
The highest rate of $3.18 would
be in 2034-35.

Steve Abbors, general manager
of the open space district, says
the bond measure is the first the
district has attempted to pass in
its 41 years. The district covers
southern and central San Mateo
County from the Bay to the
ocean, and northern and western
Santa Clara County, as well as a
small area in Santa Cruz County.

Property owners in the district,
except for those on the coast,
currently pay $17 per $100,000 of
assessed property value, or $170
a year for a property valued at $1
million. Property owners on the
coast will help pay for the bonds
if Measure AA passes.

Email Richard Hine at editor@

almanacnews.com

New group slams LASD

board performance

TRUSTEES DEFEND DISTRICT, SAY ADS ABOUT TAXES
ARE MISLEADING AND INACCURATE

By Kevin Forestieri

new nonprofit group, criti-
cal of Los Altos School
istrict leadership and

spending, ran ads in the Voice
and Los Altos Town Crier last
week highlighting the amount of
parcel taxes that LASD taxpay-
ers pay — about $790 each year.
The group, which calls itself Each
Student Counts, says it will elevate
the dialog about contentious
school issues, but Los Altos board
trustees and finance committee
members question the group’s
motives, saying the ads are factu-
ally inaccurate and lack context.
Each Student Counts is a non-
profit based in Los Altos that says
itaims to promote civil, fact-based
dialog about priorities and needs
in public education, according to
the group’s website. The site also
says the group will provide infor-
mation about failed leadership
and fiscal irresponsibility on the
part of LASD board trustees.
“Sometimes emotions and sub-
jective facts dominate the con-
versation,” said Rob Fagen, presi-

dent of Fach Student Counts,
who has a child who attends
Bullis Charter School. “We're
just putting out the facts as accu-
rately as possible.”

The first round of ads lists
the parcel taxes of local school
districts, and claims that LASD
taxpayers pay anywhere from 1.3
to 10 times more in taxes than
neighboring districts. It encour-
ages readers to contact board
members and ask what they get
for paying more.

“We want people to ask them-
selves, ‘Are we getting what we
expect from what were putting
into the schools?”” Fagen said.

But there’s a perfectly good rea-
son why parcel taxes are higher
in Los Altos, and the ads lack the
needed context to understand why,
according to Joe Seither, member
of the LASD Citizens Advisory
Committee for Finance.

Seither said the Los Altos
School District relies on parcel
taxes as a major component in
the budget — about 22 percent

» See BULLIS GROUP, page 15

Smith wins county sheriff's
race, Sylva secures judgeship

Sheriff Laurie Smith was
re-elected and Julianne Sylva
secured the county judgeship
in a low-turnout primary elec-
tion in Santa Clara County
Tuesday, according to unof-
ficial results.

early Wednesday morning,

Jensen, 50, said that he was

proud to have been endorsed

by an overwhelming majority

of deputy sheriffs and other

law enforcement officers in the
county.

Smith  garnered
almost 60 percent of
voter support on her
way to a fifth term as
sheriff, beating retired
Sheriff’s Capt. Kevin

L1

ELECTION

2014

Jensen said that Smith
does not work well with
others and he expects there
to be lingering problems
during her next term.

“I think that a lot of

Jensen, the favorite of
deputy sheriff’s and
corrections deputies unions who
had a bit more than 40 percent
following an often bitter cam-
paign.

Smith, 61, has said the top
challenges for her next term will
be managing the state-required
transfer of low-level prison
inmates to serve their time in
the county jail, suppressing gang
activity and preventing youths
from joining gangs.

After his defeat at the polls

ground had been made,”
Jensen said. “I’d like to
see the department getting back
to serving the public.”

“There’s justa mandate that she
find a new job or retire,” Jensen
said. “She’s lost her way.”

Julianne Sylva won by a wide
margin, with 80.80 percent
of votes compared to Dennis
Lampert’s 19.20 percent, accord-
ing to the county Registrar of
Voters.

» See ELECT, page 16
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If you've been waiting for Someday
to buy your dream car, Star One
has good news. Someday is here.

ANNOUNCING

e %M/ wrstval e 0/
SOMEDAY

NEW & USED I

AS LOW AS

85 - Ay RN

STAR ONE

www.starone.or b
(408) 543-5202 | (866) 543-5202 —CREﬁ‘I‘T"U NI O N

*APR: YOUR ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR) MAY BE HIGHER BASED ON CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS. THE RATE SHOWN INCLUDES A 0.25% DISCOUNT WITH AUTOMATIC TRANSFER AND A 0.50% DISCOUNT WITH DIRECT DEPS\T ADDITIONAL 0.20% RATE DISCOUNT
FOR AUTO LOAN AMOUNTS $30,000 OR OVER (DOES NOT APPLY TO EXISTING STAR ONE AUTO LOANS). THE RANGE OF APRS IS 2.056% TO 8.566% WITH DISCOUNTS FOR LOANS UNDER $30,000 AND 1.85% TO 8.35% WITH DISCOUNTS FOR LOANS $30,000 AND
OVER. A SAMPLE PAYMENT ON AN 84-MONTH LOAN AT 2.05%APR IS $12.80 PER $1000. A SAMPLE PAYMENT ON AN 84-MONTH LOAN AT 1.85%APR IS $12.71 PER $1000. RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

Join Us! Membership is open to individuals who live, work or attend school in Santa Clara County.

Pl o'
PECIALy

Discover the Attraction
Remarkable NEW Attached and Detached Homes in Mountain View

As Mountain View prides itself on having attractive and well-built residential communities, TRI Pointe Homes offers an unwavering
commitment to excellence and innovation. Exceptional detached homes are designed for families with bonus rooms or lofts and
private yards. Sophisticated attached homes offer porches and decks for indoor/outdoor living. Avellino brings you contemporary
choices to fit your lifestyle, all within the heart of the Silicon Valley.

AVELLINO

e SunPower® Solar system included with every home e High-tech styled kitchens with Euro-style flat panel
cabinets, granite countertops and state-of-the-art

e Three times more open space than required : .
stainless steel appliances

e Living spaces with flair including designer-selected . o . .
baseboards, casings, hardwood floors in the kitchen, and *  Located with close proximity to transit stations, the
13" x 13” porcelain tile in entry, baths and laundry area Central Expressway, and the 85 and 237 highways

150 Minaret Avenue Attached Homes Detached Homes
Mountain View, CA 94043 1,876 - 2,047 Sq. Ft. 1,916 - 2,017 Sq. Ft.
650.390.0779 Up to 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths Up to 4 Bedrooms & Bonus Rooms, 3.5 Baths
2-Car Garages, Porches & Decks per plan 2-Car Garages, Private Yard & Decks per plan
Open Daily: 10 am - 6 pm
Brokers Welcome* Joyce Boury Liz Zarraras
Sales Counselor (BRE #01164393) Sales Counselor (BRE #01825161)

oo f (}) joyce.boury@tripointehomes.com liz.zarraras@tripointehomes.com
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MILK SHAKES

MICHELLE LE

Big Burger Freeze on E/ Camino Real is being torn down and a kidney dialysis center is set to replace it.

Goodbye, Big Burger Freeze

LONG-VACANT BURGER STAND TO MAKE WAY FOR DIALYSIS CENTER

By Daniel DeBolt

that the growing number of

people with a disease caused
by poor diet and sedentary living
has finally spurred the redevel-
opment of a long-abandoned fast
food eatery.

The tiny and long-vacant “Big
Burger Freeze” on El Camino
Real may be demolished soon
to make way for a new dialysis
center — where people with fail-
ing livers or kidneys have their
blood cleaned and treated during
regular visits lasting three to four
hours.

Though it never comes up
when old timers talk about
beloved burger stands of the
past — Johnny Macs, Linda’s
Burgers and Spivey’s are much
more fondly remembered — the
Big Burger Freeze stands as a sort
time capsule. Its frosty machines,
a bouquet of fake flowers and
plastic menu board still exist as if
the the door was locked one day
and no one ever came back.

Sitting vacant for over a decade,
it had become an icon for how
difficult some shallow El Cami-
no Real lots are to redevelop.
Council member Mike Kasper-
zak noted the place while urging
his colleagues to pass measures
to encourage redevelopment on
El Camino Real in February:
“Do we want to do any favors to
people” interested in redevelop-
ing these sites “or do we always
want the “(vacant) Tasty Freeze
to be on El Camino — and the
(vacant) car lot next door?”

Though not clearly marked,
the sign on the front actually
says “Big Burger Freeze” and a
developer called Meridian now

It’s not without a bit of irony

has the green light to tear down
the tiny building at 412 El Cami-
no Real. The dialysis center will
also replace the vacant used car
lot next door.

For a long time the parcels
lay vacant as the city tried to
assemble adjacent properties for
larger redevelopment, an effort
which apparently lost steam
when Baron Park Plumbing
Supply was allowed to move into
one of the adjacent properties,
having been forced out of San
Antonio shopping center by its
redevelopment.

New land use policies appar-
ently had little to do with spur-
ring the development. “Like
everything else, the economy
is booming and people are try-
ing to capitalize while money is
available for investment,” said
Kasperzak, noting that he’d
learned of the proposal shortly
after his February comment.

“This is an interesting applica-
tion because it’s on El Camino
Real and it’s a really low intensi-
ty proposal for such a prominent
location in the city,” said zoning
administrator Gerry Beaudin
before he approved the project
May 28, explaining that the “low
intensity” nature of the proposal
was because the “parcel size is
really shallow. There isn’t suf-
ficient depth or area on this
parcel to accommodate any new
development without a shared
parking arrangement.”

The city may have lucked out
in finding a dialysis center for
the lot, as it is a rare use that
requires little parking. Only
one third of dialysis patients
are able to drive themselves to
their appointments because of
disease or old age, while the rest

are dropped off for their long
visits, according to a city staff
report.

The shared parking arrange-
ment caused a bit of a tiff with
the neighboring Mountain View
Physical Therapy office, which
was being forced by its land-
lord to share parking with the
dialysis center, though city staff
reported that parking arrange-
ments would be “more than
adequate.”

“We’ve grown and grown to
where we do have staff parking
on side streets and El Camino
Real,” said Amy Fowlkes, clinical
director of the Mountain View
Physical Therapy. Patients such
as those with hip replacements
“who were already struggling to
find parking places will have a
more difficult time.”

After removing one large “her-
itage” tree and saving a few
others, the project makes room
for 49 parking spaces in a new
shared parkinglot, instead of the
91 spaces that would be typically
required. There are 14 spaces for
the physical therapy center and
31 for the dialysis center, with
four to spare, according to a city
staff report.

Staff at the physical therapy
building said they would need 27
parking spaces just for patients
coming and going from visits
with nine physical therapists, but
city planner Eric Andersen said
he examined Google satellite and
street view images and “over the
course of last three to four years
there were a dozen available dates
to view and the most that I saw in
that parking lot was 18.”

Email Daniel DeBolt
at ddebolt@mv-voice.com

FAMILY
CAREGIVING 101

NEXT WORKSHOP

Thursday, May 29
7pm-8:30pm
RSVP to (650) 289-5498 or

azacanti@avenidas.org
www.avenidas.org/care

at 270 Escuela Ave., Mountain View

“Coping with

End of Life Issues”
Chaplain Bruce D. Feldstein, MD

UPCOMING WORKSHOP

“How Music, Art & Horticulture

Can Function as Therapy”
Thursday, June 19
7pm-8:30pm
John Lehman,

Linda Sullivan Baity, PhD &
Marguerite Manteau-Rao, LCSW

=Avenidas.

Rose Kleiner Center
Quality Daytime Care for Older Adults

BOOST YOUR
CONFIDENCE

$99 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Teeth cleaning, X-rays, Exam, and Oral Cancer Screening
(in absence of gum disease) Reg. $462
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Family, Cosmetic, Sedation, Orthodontics & Implant Dentistry

570 N SHORELINE BLVYD. MOUNTAIN VIEW
www.alluredentalcenter.com

650.318.3319
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Community Health Education Programs

For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and health education resources,
visit pamf.org/education.

Mountain View Center
701 E. El Camino Real
Mountain View

(650) 937-7380

Girls’ Night Out Skin Care Seminar

June 11,7 - 8:30 p.m.
Sandra Odenheimer, N.P.
PAMF Dermatology

Join us for a discussion on how to care for our skin, sunprotection,
prevention of photoaging changes and tips for younger looking skin.

Sunnyvale

Public Library

665 W. Olive Avenue
Sunnyvale
Registration is not
required.

Test Your Eye-Q

June 18, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Barbara Erny, M.D., PAMF Ophthalmology

An interactive session to learn about eye conditions including
macular degeneration, dry eye and cataracts.

San Carlos Library
610 Elm Street

San Carlos

Call Rhea Bradley at
(650) 591-0341, ext. 237

The Ankle 101
Common problems and their treatments

June 23, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Andrew Haskell, M.D., PAMF Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Haskell will discuss a broad range of ankle conditions
affecting everyone from the athlete to the couch potato.
Find about the anatomy of the ankle, diagnostic tools and
non-surgical and surgical treatments options.

Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real
Palo Alto

(650) 853-4873

pamf.org/education

Medicare Basics

June 30, 6:30 - 8 p.m.
HICAP of San Mateo County

A HICAP (Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program)
community educator will explain the benefits covered by Medicare
Part A and B and how to choose a Part D plan that will save you
money. Attend the presentation to learn the differences between a
Medicare Advantage Plan and Medigap policies.

HICAP is a non-profit organization that is funded by Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid and overseen by the California Department
of Aging. HICAP counselors do not sell or endorse insurance plans,
companies or agents but provide objective information about
Medicare and your options.

0

L:\\‘ Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Sutter Health

We Plus You

LocalNews

Surprise pension costs
for school districts

GOVERNOR'S PROPOSAL WILL HIT DISTRICT
BUDGETS HARD IN JULY

By Kevin Forestieri

chool districts got a sur-
Sprise last month when Gov.

Jerry Brown announced a
new plan to pay for the state’s
pension shortfall. If the budget
revision goes through, school
districts will pay millions more
for teacher pensions, and could
start paying more as soon as next
month.

Right now school districts pay
8.25 percent of teacher payroll
towards their retirement fund.
Under the governor’s revision,
districts will have to pay 19.1
percent — phased in over the
next seven years.

The increase is to help offset the
$74 billion funding shortfall of the
California State Teachers’ Retire-
ment System, and the governor’s
plan s to eliminate that unfunded
liability by the 2045-46 fiscal year.
For local school districts, this
means a 1.25 percent increase this
year and a 1.6 percent increase
every year after that.

At the Mountain View-Los
Altos school board meeting last
week, Associate Superintendent
Joe White crunched the num-
bers: the school would have to
reserve $340,000 for the increase
this year, $786,000 the next year,
and almost $1.2 million the fol-
lowing year.

“Thereal crux toitis that thisis
only the beginning of it, because
(Brown) has a seven-year plan,”
White said at the meeting.

When contributions finally
reach 19.1 percent, MVLA will be
putting well over $3 million into
pensions on top of what they’re
already paying — and it may
continue to increase after that.

White said for now, students
and parents won’t have to worry
about any new budget con-
straints or cuts to programs
in the 2014-15 school vyear.
However, as costs continue to

increase quickly over the years,
the district may need to cut
expenses to shoulder the costs.

The Mountain View Whisman
School District is in a similar sit-
uation. The district will use cash
reserves to deal with the initial
1.25 percent increase and there
won’t be any spending cuts for
the coming school year, accord-
ing to Terese McNamee, chief
business officer for the district.

White said the district has
been expecting increased pen-
sion costs for a long time, but not
in a revision just a month and a
half before the start of the budget
year. He said the 2014-15 increase
is still “up in the air,” and there’s
action in the state Legislature for
a lower increase this year or a a
delay until next year.

Despite the weird timing,
White said it’s good that the gov-
ernor is finally dealing with the
shortfall.

“Should it be funded? Abso-
lutely, the sooner the better,”
White said. “It would’ve been
nice to have some action back
in January, but it’s great that it’s
finally being done.”

Along with school districts,
teachers and the state will also
pay more into pension contribu-
tions — albeit smaller increases.
Teachers will go from paying 8
percent of their salary to 10.25
and the state will go from 3 to
6.3 percent — both over the next
three years.

White said the state wasn’t able
to increase contributions in the
last three or four years because the
economy was too bad, and school
districts were already struggling
without the increased costs. The
budget revision is the first big step
in the post-recession economy to
turn around a retirement fund
that’s projected to run out of
money in just a few decades.

Email Kevin Forestieri
at kforestieri@my-voice.com

B CRIMEBRIEFS

» Continued from page 4

The victim reported that his pannier bags, motorcycle jacket,
front beak, headlamp protector, GPS, tools and other belongings
had all been stolen some time between 11:30 p.m. on Monday
and 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, according to Sgt. Saul Jaeger of the
Mountain View Police Department.

All the property had been taken from the victim’s parked
motorcycle. The pannier bags and motorcycle jacket are worth
$1,500 and $1,320, respectively.

The total reported value of all the stolen property is about
$4,400.

Kevin Forestieri
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DANCE D.G.W. . Bid online with:
Auctioneers & Appraisers
760 Kifer Road www.the-saleroom.com
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
Phone- (408) 245-1863 : or
Est. 1985  Fax: (408) 245-1283 www.liveauctioneers.com

- Email: dgw@dgwauctioneers.com

A08e2 57 ‘342 1,1 Web: www.dgwauctioneers.com |
www.danceacademytisa.com,
11269 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 618 Ci_.l'pertino"

Tiov@'ﬁnrolling for Dance Season 2014/15
SIGN UP TODAY,

Antique Mechanical Music Boxes Original travel posters

]Ohi’l Sai’ldQTS Rolling Stones and othgr
October 13, 1937 - May 19, 2014 Rock & Roll Memorabilia

John passed away peacefully at
home with family and friends by
his side. Born to Fred and Grace
Sanders in Bridgeport, AL. John
enlisted in the Navy in 1955 and
was discharged at the Alameda
Naval Base on Dec. 16 1958 and
decided to make CA his home.
In Feb.,1959 John joined the Los

Gilt Bronze Figure of
an Eleven-Headed
Avalokitesvara, 42
inches in height

1955 Ford Thunderbird 2-
door Hard top Convertible

Altos Fire Department where he R Fine Art, including

£ F o — ™ -4 . . .
was employed for 30 years; for 20 i :':F': ..E_”% Keéth wang Raclzhant W
of those years he was Fire Chief for Los Altos. He leaves e *5: aby Watercolor

behind his wife Fran of 52 years, sons Jon, Doug and Steve; Sterling Silver Rare Books
Granddaughters Denise, Phoebe and Chloe; grandsons
Kyran and Kayvon. Family and Friends are what mattered

to him the most and after that it was Tuesday golf with his Cal Ifo rnia EStateS & Fi ne ASIan Arts Au ction
Buddies. nd .

A Celebration Of Life will be held on June 9th 3pm Sunday’ June 22 ’ 2014 10:30am
at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East Ave., Livermore, Ca
94550

In lieu of flowers we would like donations sent to the
Alameda County Community Food Bank in his memory.

PAID OBITUARY

Preview: Friday, June 20t 11:00am - 7:00pm: Saturday, June 21st 11:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday, June 22nd 9:00am -10:30am

Wallbeds “n” More

Showroom

Sale!

A Fine and Very Rare
Coral-Red-Ground

WuCai Bowl Very Rare and Large Rare Chinese Fine Gilt Bronze
Chinese Cloisonne Carved Jade Figure of

Enamel Moon Flask Buddha Hand Shakyamuni Buddha
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Save
$ Rare White
300 OFF Nephrite Jade Fine Yellow
a wallbed Archaistic Vase Jade
and Cover Carved
Recumbent
Horse

Our Wallbeds Are:
v Price Match Guarantee! ¢ Stylish
v High Quality ¢ Comfortable

EXPERT ADVICE ¢ SUPERIOR QUALITY AND SERVICE

Pair of Chinese
Jadeite Carved
Boy “He He”

Finely Carved
Jadeite Hanging

D.G.W. Auctioneers & Appraisers

MOUNTAIN VIEW lbed Vase and Cover i y Email: dew(@dgwauctioneers.com

Wallbeds . .
650.477.5532 (Call for appointment) Website: www.dgwauctioneers.com
www.wallbedsnmore.com Acomfortzble exa

bed for any room!
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Visit us online!
www.deleonrealty.com

Visit DeLeon Realty’s website for
the most custom content and
insider knowledge into Silicon
Valley's neighborhoods.

(m

(650) 488-7325| DelLeon Realty | CalBRE #01903224 deleon
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Please Join DelLeon Realty for our

June Seminar

THURSDAY JUNE 12, 2014
6.00PM - 8:00PM

Please join DelLeon Realty at our June Seminar. Gain
insight into tax issues relating to real estate from Michael
Repka, the Managing Broker and General Counsel of
DelLeon Realty. Also hear the latest market updates from
Ken DelLeon, the most successful real estate broker in

Silicon Valley.

To RSVP, please contact: Ting Conway 650.543.8588

Seminar for prospective clients only, please no
real estate professionals.

Where:
Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country Club, Grand Ballroom %Q\
3000 Alexis Drive, Palo Alto Palo Alte Hills i CalBRE# 01903224
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R~ e PRI

- Enrolling

Yes, YOUR Child Could Become Crazy About Math!

MNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

Mathnasium of Mountain View-Los Altos
2510 W. El Camino Real, Ste. #4

Mountain View, CA 94040

650-941-MATH (6284)
mountainviewlosaltos@mathnasium.com
www.mathnasium.com/MountainViewLosAltos

157- 12™ GRADES * HOMEWORK HELP * SUMMER PROGRAMS

C1TY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

QA

FREE WORKSHOP FOR
MOUNTAIN VIEW TENANTS

Avoid Rental Problems
Know your Rights & Responsibilities

» Security Deposits ® Repairs ¢ Evictions
* Rent Increases e Initial Rental Arrangements
* Lease Obligations ¢ Privacy ® Discrimination
» City’s Tenant Relocation Assistance Ordinance

Wednesday, June 25, 2014
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Mountain View Public Library — Community Room
585 Franklin Street, Mountain View, CA 94041

Presented by the Mountain View Mediation Program
and Project Sentinel.

Sponsored by the City of Mountain View.

For more information, call 650-960-0495

Language Assistance in Spanish, Russian or Mandarin
can be provided upon advance request by calling (650) 903-6145.
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Mi Pueblo officially
emerges from bankruptcy

NO STORES TO CLOSE IN DEAL APPROVED BY JUDGE;
CHAIN INCLUDES A MARKET ON RENGSTORFF AVENUE

By Sue Dremann

i Pueblo Foods, the
San Jose-based grocery
chain that has a market

in Mountain View, announced
its formal exit from Chapter 11
reorganization Wednesday.

The company has also appoint-
ed a new CEQ, Javier Ramirez,
who comes with nearly 20 years
of experience in the Hispanic
food and grocery sector, the
company said.

Mi Pueblo San Jose, Inc. had
moved closer to exiting Chapter
11 on May 14, when a federal
bankruptcy judge affirmed the
company’s amended reorgani-
zation plan. The plan allows the
grocer to continue operating
after it settled its financial dif-
ferences with all but three of 29
creditors that had opposed the
plan. Mi Pueblo will operate
with normalized relationships
with investors and suppliers
under the plan, which was filed
in federal court. No stores are
expected to close.

Mi Pueblo received $56 million
in financing from Chicago-based
investment firm Victory Park
Capital (VPC) as part of the
financial restructuring. The firm
specializes in non-traditional
investments, focusing on credit
and private equity in distressed
and improving middle-market
companies. The company also
has experience investing in com-
panies that serve the Hispanic
marketplace.

Mi Pueblo began operations
in 1991 and eventually grew
to its 2l-store presence today,
with locations in the Bay Area,
Monterey Peninsula and Central
Valley. The stores offer products
and an environment modeled
after hometown markets found
in Mexico and Latin America.

Mi Pueblo and its real estate
firm, Cha Cha Enterprises, filed
for bankruptcy protection in
U.S. Bankruptcy Court in San
Jose on July 22, 2013, after the
chain was found to be out of

compliance with a provision in
its agreement with Wells Fargo
Bank regarding profitability
ratios. A federal immigration
audit required Mi Pueblo to
replace workers whose docu-
mentation was under review,
which caused a substantial
increase in payroll expenses,
according to court documents.
Prior to its bankruptcy filing,
on May 25, 2013, Mi Pueblo
owed workers more than $3
million in wages, taxes and ben-
efits, and $1.5 million for time
off and vacations, according to
court documents. Mi Pueblo
and Cha Cha’s combined debts
exceeded $36 million, accord-
ing to court filings.

Under the reorganization plan,
vendors entered into a mini-
mum three-year trade credit
plan under which they agree to
continue to supply goods. Mi
Pueblo paid off its undisclosed
debt to Wells Fargo Bank and
transferred certain assets from
Cha Cha Enterprises to Mi Pueb-
lo, including its check-cashing
business.

“We have been a part of
our communities since 1991,
and thanks to the loyalty and
support of our colaboradores
(employees), vendors and cus-

VERONICA WEBER
Diners gather in the brightly decorated taqueria inside Mi Pueblo
market in East Palo Alto.

tomers during this difficult
period, we can say that today
marks the beginning of a bright,
new chapter for Mi Pueblo,” new
CEO Ramirez said in a state-
ment. Mi Pueblo founder Juve-
nal Chavez will now serve as the
company’s board chairman.

“The road ahead will not
be easy and we know that
there is much work to be done,
but we have already started to
implement aggressive initiatives
designed to reposition Mi Pueblo
as a profitable entity and as a
strong contributor to our local
Hispanic communities. We are
confidently looking forward to
this new stage in the company’s
history and I personally am
honored to join and support Mi
Pueblo’s incredible team of pro-
fessionals,” Ramirez said.

Under Ramirez, Mi Pueblo will
focus on enhancing authentic
Hispanic products, improving
customer service and ensuring
that products are sold at fair
and competitive prices in the
marketplace. The company also
plans to introduce several new
employee-benefit programs and
initiatives focused on supporting
local communities, he said.

Email Sue Dremann at
sdremann@paweekly.com

CHIEF VERMEER

» Continued from page 1

in the history of Mountain View,
and that the police department
has worked with the community
to create a walk- and bike-friend-
ly city.

Vermeer said the police depart-
ment has a great leadership team,

and he is both
hopeful and
confident in the
city manager’s
choice for next
chief of police.

Vermeer
is leaving to
become direc-
tor at SIS, a private security
contractor with clients that

a

Scott Vermeer

include Google. He said he’ll
continue to live in the Bay Area,
but may not do a lot of work in
Mountain View.

Vermeer’s last day with the
MVPD will be Aug. 3. The
department will have a going-
away party for Vermeer on July
17. He said it will be a casual
event for the community to
attend. @



LocalNews

NORTH BAYSHORE

» Continued from page 1

At the heart of his front-page
piece is Mountain View and
Silicon Valley’s housing short-
age. King notes that Google’s
hometown is planning for 8,000
new homes and 20,000 new jobs
by 2030, according to Moun-
tain View’s 2012 general plan,
(though he doesn’t mention
that much more than that is in
the planning pipeline). There is
growing concern that all the job
growth — without commensu-
rate housing growth — is driving
up housing costs and causing
more commuter traffic.

King cuts to a major issue many
have had with Mountain View —
the city’s refusal to build housing
aimed at Google employees near
its campus north of Highway 101.
He writes that “when the city had
the chance to strike out in a new
direction, it froze.” What he’s
referring to is the 2012 City Coun-
cil vote against housing along
North Shoreline Boulevard.

The council voted against what
King describes as “a mixed-use
corridor with 1,100 housing units
above shops and cafes. The idea
was to add a human scale to the
clogged artery while creating
housing options for younger
workers who wouldn’t mind

small units if they were close

B COMMUNITYBRIEFS
GUIDANCE COUNSELING AWARD

Los Altos High School counselor Ariel Rojas will receive the
2014 H.B. McDaniel Excellence in Counseling and Guidance
Award on June 7 at an awards ceremony at Stanford University.

Award recipients must demonstrate exceptional leadership
skills, significant contributions in guidance and counseling and
have created an effective guidance program.

Rojas focuses his work on helping at-risk students, and has
improved their retention and graduation rates, academic per-
formance, attendance and discipline. For these students, he
developed special academic skill-building classes, according to a
press release. In the afternoons, he volunteers to tutor struggling
students.

He also developed a program called “LUCHA and El Caficito”
that provides outreach to Latino parents and families. The pro-
gram includes skill-building and educational workshops, as well
as community outreach and parent-student involvement. It won
the 2012 Glenn Hoffman Program Award.

He is also involved in the school’s home visit program, which
is used to reach out to incoming Latino eighth grade students
and their families. He is the adviser of LAHS’s Latino Student
Union. It has become the largest club on campus, hosting events
like Latino Summit Day and Cinco de Mayo.

MASTER GARDENER WORKSHOPS

Master Gardeners from the University of California Coopera-
tive Extension are hosting free talks and workshops in Mountain
View and Los Altos.

Marianne Mueller will give a talk called “Adding Arboretum
All-Stars to Your Garden,” about the UC Davis Arboretum All-
Stars plants, at the Mountain View Public Library on Saturday,
June 14, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Mountain View Public
Library is located at 585 Franklin St.

The UC Davis Arboretum All-Stars are a collection of over 100
water-wise plants recommend for the Bay Area. They are suited
to the local climate and require low amounts of water. Many are
native to California.

Mueller will discuss different categories of plants, like shrubs
and vines, and explain how to plant and maintain them, as well
as provide tips for plant groupings.

The full list of Arobertum All-Stars can be found online at
arboretum.ucdavis.edu/arboretum. The last 30 minutes of the
talk are scheduled for a question-and-answer session about the
plants and how to garden in times of drought.

The Los Altos event, “Hot Topics for Gardening in June...
and Debunking Garden Myths,” will be held at the Los Altos
Public Library on Wednesday, June 25, from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30
p-m. The Los Altos Public Library can be found at 13 South San
Antonio Road. Common gardening myths, like putting rocks
and shards at the bottoms of containers to help drainage, will be
debunked.

For more information or answers to any gardening questions,
contact the UCCE Master Gardeners at 408-282-3105 or master-
gardeners.org/email.

—Kayla Layaoen

to their jobs, with things to do
downstairs.” Planning director
Randy Tsuda is quoted calling
it an opportunity to “prove the
concept, see if it can expand.”

While many tech employees
might prefer to live in a more
urban setting near their jobs
rather than commute to and from
San Francisco, Oakland or San
Jose, City Council members Ronit
Bryant, Jac Siegel, Laura Macias
and Margaret Abe-Koga opposed
the North Bayshore housing plan
in a 4-3 vote in 2012.

King calls on Mountain View
to change course, to be a model
for the rest of Silicon Valley’s
more suburban cities, by building
“engaging, inclusive twists on the
suburban norm that other regions
will seek to emulate — rather
than traffic-choked, expensive
enclaves that show the perils of
sticking our heads in the sand.”

King’s column did not sit well
with council member Ronit Bry-
ant, who was spurred to write
an op-ed in response, published
in the Voice opinion section this
week.

“While he has good things to
say about our city, Mr. King is
unhappy that we are not plan-
ning to build housing in North
Bayshore, which he (and others)
seem to see as some kind of pana-
cea for the housing problems of
the Bay Area,” Bryant writes.

“Could we in Mountain View
ever build enough to lower hous-
ing costs on the Peninsula?”
Bryant writes. “I doubt it very
much.”

Bryant suggests that North
Bayshore housing would drive
away Mountain View’s tech com-
panies, though Google strongly
supported the original North
Bayshore housing plan. “Could
we encourage businesses to leave
or to stop adding jobs and
then flood North Bayshore with
housing instead?” she writes.
“Perhaps. Would that be good
for Mountain View or for our
region? I don’t think so.”

Bryant concludes by saying that
the council’s chosen North Bay-
shore plan, without housing, is
“more innovative: a magical place
along a restored Bay and under the
migratory birds’ Pacific Flyway,
where the landscape and the wild-
life are protected and enhanced
and high-tech individuals are
inspired to greater creativity,” She
adds, “Tt will be a place where resi-
dents and employees find respite
from the built environment”
and that employees there will
be connected to “services-rich”
residential neighborhoods by new
bike and pedestrian buildings and
transit services.

In response to Bryant’s op-ed,
Kingsaid in an email “why is it an
either/or? Why can’t you have the
flyway and open space AND inter-
esting housing along Shoreline?”

“The reason I selected Moun-

MICHELLE LE

A new office development that will be home to WhatsApp at 250
Bryant St. is a flurry of activity on June 3.

tain View for the piece is that
Mountain View is a city that
really does seem to have such a
remarkable set of opportunities,”
King said in a phone interview.
“It does have the transit access,
it does have the Bayshore access,
it does have a desirability and
creativity (to be both) suburban
and settled but also be varied and
dynamic with lots of places to
live and explore.”

“Mountain View with North
Bayshore has a chance to pull the
residential city into the business
zone and at the same time use
that as a mechanism to restore
and improve the Shoreline as
habitat,” King told the Voice.

King suggested that the city
reconsider “the idea that we have
our life, which is the the way
Mountain View has been and
always should be, and then there
is this thing on the other side of
the 101 that generates lots of tax
money, and that’s terrific, but
we’d just assume it isn’t there.”

“Mountain View has the chance
in the North Bayshore area to
really create an attractive, exciting
sustainable and ecologically cool
21st century version of suburbia,”
King said. “Why not take the
chance to see if it works?”

Lenny Siegel of the campaign
for a Balanced Mountain View
has personally known Bryant for
years, but said her op-ed “misses
the point” and took issue with
many of her assertions

“It’s no surprise that people else-
where in the Bay Area are upset
at Mountain View,” Siegel said.
“T believe the council’s overall
planning strategy dumps prob-
lems created in Mountain View

elsewhere in the Bay Area. It sends
well paid employees to neighbor-
hoods in San Francisco and the
East Bay, causing gentrification.”

“It’s not just other people (from
other cities) being hurt,” Siegel
said. “People in Mountain View
are being driven out or forced to
live in overcrowded situations.”

Siegel also took issue with Bry-
ant’s statement that the city is
losing diversity simply because
“Mountain View became such an
attractive place to live.”

“It’s so attractive in the sense
that it’s a place where jobs are,”
Siegel said. “People will pay a lot
of money to live close to where
their jobs are. The council isn’t
hearing the community’s con-
cern that our quality of life is
not just being undermined, but
destroyed.”

Bryant also says the North
Bayshore housing did not include
enough homes to support a gro-
cery store and other services,
which is often said to require
a community of 5,000 homes.
She calls the smaller number of
homes in the 2012 plan a recipe
for “temporary” housing. At the
time, Bryant didn’t stress this
concern, but did compare the
homes to factory dorm housing
in China, where employees “do
not live happily ever after.”

“If indeed the number of hous-
ing units proposed for North
Bayshore was too few, then they
should have considered an option
for more, not just less, and consid-
ered the environmental and social
impacts of it,” Siegel said.

Email Daniel DeBolt
at ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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Shoreline Amphitheatre, the City of Mountain View |

and Radio Disney Present:

The 4th of July Fireworks Spectacular with the
San Francisco Symphony:

*\ Shoreline Amphitheatre
\?;, Friday, July 4, 2014
Ticket Sales Begin Saturday, May 3
2,000 Free Resident Tickets!*

e Two thousand free lawn tickets are available to Mountain View residents
(4 tickets per family limit) courtesy of Shoreline Amphitheatre and the City of

Mountain View.

e Mountain View residents may also purchase discounted lawn and upper reserve
tickets for $13.50 (4 tickets per family limit). Discounted tickets are also courtesy of

(while supplies last)

Shoreline Amphitheatre and the City of Mountain View.

(a driver’s license AND current utility bill with a Mountain View address) or a 2014

Shoreline Resident Ticket ID card with valid ID to the Amphitheatre Box Office.
e Shoreline Amphitheatre Box Office Hours: Monday - Friday 12noon to 5:00p.m.,

Saturdays 10:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. Box office can be reached at (650) 967-4040.

* To obtain your free or discounted tickets: BRING THIS COUPON, proof of residency

e Doors open at 5:00p.m. with Radio Disney Family Festival.

e Get your free tickets by 2:00p.m. on Monday, June 23 unless sold out prior to this date.
e Discounted tickets can be purchased up to and including the day of the event.
e An additional $10.00 parking fee will be collected the night of the event.

Helpful Tips!

. Easy access to the Amphitheatre is available from the
Stevens Creek Trail and Permanente Creek Trails.

. Shoreline Amphitheatre will provide supervised bike
parking for this event.

« Trail hours will be extended to allow public access
after the event to walk or ride home.

SUPPORT LOCAL

JOURNALISM

Support

Mountain View Voice’s
print and online coverage
of our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/MountainView
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GUN CONTROL

» Continued from page 1

10 rounds (except for those
who owned theirs before 2000),
requires guns be locked up in a
container when not in use, and
requires that lost or stolen guns
be reported to police within
48 hours. The measure passed
with 66 percent of voters in
favor.

Shortly thereafter six Sunny-
vale residents sued the city
for banning their ammunition
magazines holding over 10 bul-
lets, which the NRA claims are in
fact not “high capacity” but have
been sold with millions of guns
over the years.

“They are making the claim
that the Second Amendment
protects their right to large
capacity magazines and we
disagree with that position,”
said Tony Schoenberg, an
attorney representing the city
of Sunnyvale. “And so far our
argument has prevailed with
the court.”

Court rulings upholding the
law have been appealed and
the case may end up in the U.S.
Supreme Court. Schoenberg
added, “It is my understanding
the NRA (National Rifle Asso-
ciation) is funding the litiga-
tion,” for the six residents.

Challenging everything else
in the ordinance is a sec-
ond lawsuit against Sunnyvale
brought by a Sunnyvale gun
store, U.S. Firearms, owned by
Eric Fisher, and the National
Sports Shooting Foundation.
The lawsuit argues that the new
laws are in conflict with state
laws, including a state privacy

Tired of Achy or Unsightly Legs?

famllyﬁ
e On you feet all da;‘at work?
e Do you have tired, achy or

swollen legs?

You may be at risk for vascular

disease. Left untreated,
symptoms can worsen.

We can help!

* Do vﬁgse veins run in your

Get a FREE Vascular Screening

Clinical Classifications

¢ |In-office treatments available

« No downtime or recovery

e Treatments covered by most insurances,

Medicare & MediCal*

*if diagnosed with chronic venous insufficiency

California Vein

Vascular Centers

® ® Hardeep S. Ahluwalia, M.D.
@ Board Certified in Vascular Surgery

Los Altos | Los Gatos | Morgan Hill | Watsonville | Fremont

www.checkmylegs.com

eeeSe Habla Espanolsee

Varicose Veins

Swelling

Get your legs checked for FREE!
To schedule

Call 866-344-1094

Tues, June 24
Watsonville
243 Green Valley Rd., Ste. A
Wed, June 25

Morgan Hill
18511 Mission View Dr., Ste. 120

Skin Changes

114

Thurs, June 26
Fremont
1999 Mowry Ave., Ste. C1

Fri, June 27

Los Altos
658 Fremont Ave.
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protection law that would pre-
empt the ammunition buyer
log. Schoenberg said a county
judge denied an injunction to
temporarily suspend the por-
tion of the law dealing with
ammunition buyer data logs.
The case is ongoing.

“It is a way that law enforce-
ment can find people in pos-
session of firearms illegally,”
Schoenberg said of the required
ammunition buyer database. “If
they are buying bullets it suggests
they have guns.”

Mountain View could imple-
ment similar laws by a simple
City Council vote — or by asking
voters to decide at the ballot box.

“Given something as conten-
tious as this (a ballot measure)
would be a better way to go,”
Kasperzak said.

The city would be violating
state law, said Lawrence Keane,
general counsel for the National
Sports Shooting Foundation.

“State law pre-empts local
jurisdictions from regulating
the lawful sale of firearms and
ammunition products,” Keane
said. “Mountain View would
simply be violating state law if it
attempted to regulate an area the
state Legislature says that it will
control to the exclusion of local
regulations.”

“As we've seen in the recent
tragedy, all the gun control laws
in the world will not stop the
actions of criminals,” Keane said,
adding that stopping criminals
would require “more police offi-
cers on the street, more prosecu-
tors in the courtrooms and more
prison cells.”

If Mountain View were to face
legal challenges, legal costs may
not be a concern. Schoenberg
said his firm is providing its
services for free in the Sunny-
vale case, and other attorneys
may do the same for Mountain
View.

“We do have a network of pro
bono firms that we work with
and when a jurisdiction needs
help, we send out a request to the
firms and, frequently, we are able
to find one that is willing and
able to help,” said Laura Cutil-
letta, a senior staff attorney at
the Law Center to Prevent Gun
Violence, in an email.

Such litigation “tends to be
expensive,” Schoenberg said.

“Our firm is doing this pro-
bono for the city of Sunnyvale
because we think these are
important cases,” Schoenberg
said.

Greg David, owner of Eddy’s
Shooting Sports in Moun-
tain View and a former City
Council candidate, declined to
comment about how such laws
might affect his business as a
gun dealer.

Email Daniel DeBolt
at ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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BULLIS GROUP

» Continued from page 5

of the school’s revenue per
student. Unlike neighboring
school districts, which can rely
on commercial property tax or
state and federal funds, LASD’s
budget is almost entirely made
up of parcel tax and residential
property tax revenue.

The total LASD revenue per
student ends up at around
$10,300 per student — signifi-

The district was also awarded
the Certificate of Achievement of $16.000
Excellence in Financial Report-
ing for the last 10 years by the
Government Finance Officers $12.600
Association. The certificate is
awarded to local governments for
full disclosure and transparency
of financial reports. @

The sources of funding, per pupil,
are shown for local school districts,
including Palo Alto Unified,
Saratoga Union Elementary, Los

Local Public School District Revenue by Source (2012-13)

Altos, Mountain View Whisman

ly less than Palo Al i-
cantly less than Palo Alto Uni and Cupertino Unified.

fied School District, and a little

B Residential Prog Tax Aev por Ssudent B Comemescial Prog Tax Pew per Studant
@ Oihar Local Rav ped Studend [ ]

COURTESY OF JOE SEITHER

higher than the Mountain View
Whisman School District.

Seither called the ad a non-spe-
cific slam against the district. He
said if the goal of Each Student
Counts is to be factual, unbiased
and improve the district, they
shouldn’t have used the flat
parcel tax number without the
needed context.

“Are they suggesting we cut the
(parcel tax) funding and shift the
burden?” Seither said. “Should
we lean on the PTA instead? How
would we grow commercial tax
revenue?”

According to a statement by
the Los Altos School District, the
ad also misstated the parcel tax
of Menlo Park City Elementary
School District. The ad claims
the parcel tax is $178 per parcel
per year, which is true — for
one of the four parcel taxes lev-
ied. Added together, the parcel
taxes in Menlo Park City are
$809, higher than in Los Altos.
The statement calls the miscal-
culation an “egregious factual
error,” and criticizes the use of a
per-parcel metric to judge fiscal
responsibility and outcomes.

Seither said it’s curious that the
group would attack parcel taxes,
which were approved by voters
without the use of deception.

“Nobody is pulling wool over
their eyes. People approve the par-
cel taxes because they want good
teachers and a range of programs
at the schools,” Seither said.

The ongoing debate between
Los Altos School District and
Bullis Charter School may also
be tangentially involved in the
conflict as well. Seither said
Fagen is a parent of a BCS student
and very critical of LASD, and
was active in the protests after a
facilities dispute led to a student
lockout last year.

Each Student Counts says one
of its goals is to promote fiscal
responsibility and transparency
in the Los Altos School District.
But the district appears to have a
pretty good track record for both,
according to Randy Kenyon, the
district’s associate superinten-
dent. Los Altos has received the
Meritorious Budget Award 14
years in a row for its excellence in
accurate and transparent budget
presentation.

COMMUNITY TALK
Advances in Cervical Cancer

Screening and Treatment

PLEASE JOIN
Shannon MacLaughlan David, MD

Clinical Assistant Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology
Division of Gynecologic Oncology
Stanford University School of Medicine

THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2014

6:30PM - 8:00PM

Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel (Reception Room)
625 El Camino Real - Palo Alto, CA 94301

To RSVP, call 650.736.6555 or online at stanfordhospital.org/events.

This event is free and open to the public. Please register, seating is limited.

The Stanford Women’s Cancer Center and Stanford Health Library
invite you to a community talk where our experts will discuss
advances in screening and treatment of cervical cancer.

By STANFORD

‘ CANCER CENTER
A NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE-DESIGNATED CANCER CENTER
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THE KIDS CAN DANCE

Like any proud parent, the, Inna
Bayer of the Bayer Ballet Com-
pany wants her children — or,
more precisely, her students — to
have the chance to shine. As such,
the Mountain View-based ballet
company and school is inviting
the public to its “Springtime
Novelettes” recital this weekend,
so that the community might see
just what the young Bayer dancers
are capable of achieving.

On June 7 and 8, Bayer stu-

dent dancers, age 6 and up, will
perform in a program featuring
variations on some of the most
celebrated ballets of all time —
including Flames of Paris, Le
Corsaire, Swan Lake and Sleep-
ing Beauty.

These are “masterpieces of clas-
sical ballet and unique character
dances,” Bayer says through a
thick Ukrainian accent.

Bayer says that inviting the
community is important. The
students could practice all their
lives and never demonstrate what

B A&E BRIEFS

they’ve worked so hard to learn
except for their parents and close
friends. But what would be the
point of that?

Performing before a live audi-
ence is part of ballet — and all
of the performing arts for that
matter — Bayer explains. “This
is why we perform. It is good
for the students. It makes them
happy. It makes them proud.”

It is good for the community,
as well, Bayer reasons. It turns
other children on to the pos-
sibility that they, too, could be
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ballet dancers, she says. Plus
ballet can be inspiring to people
of all ages — no matter the age
of the performers. “It’s always a
good thing to see dancing youth
on stage in beautiful costumes,”
Bayer says.

Springtime Novelettes will
show twice — on June 7 at 5:30
p.m. and June 8 at 2:30 p.m. —
at the Menlo-Atherton Center
for the Performing Arts, at 555
Middlefield Road in Atherton.
Tickets are $25. For more infor-
mation, visit bayerballetacademy.
com or call Brown Paper Tickets
at 1-800-838-3006.

—Nick Veronin

THEATREWORKS DOES
SONDHEIM

TheatreWorks is closing out its
2013-14 season with the Stephen
Sondheim musical, “Marry Me A
Little.”

The musical, directed by
TheatreWorks’ artistic direc-
tor Robert Kelley, follows two
lonely New Yorkers — a man
and a woman — as they while
away their days in separate
apartments, thinking about
each other. The two have no
idea they live just a floor away.
Sharon Rietkerk and A.]. Shive-
ly play the lead characters, who
are only ever identified by the
pronouns “her” and “him.”

Rietkerk has appeared in musi-
cals with TheatreWorks and
other theater companies, like
the San Jose Repertory Theatre
and Berkeley Playhouse. Some
of her past plays include “Little
Women” and “Mrs. Hughes.”
She worked alongside Shively in

TheatreWorks’ 2012 production
of “Triangle.”

Shively made his Broadway
debut in 2010, when he starred
as Jean-Michel in “La Cage Aux
Folles.” He has also appeared
in several movies, including
“Hairbrained,” “Syrup” and “Le
Poison.

The Arts Council of the
Silicon Valley presented Kelley,
who founded TheatreWorks,
with the Legacy Laureate award
in 2012 for his lifetime of
artistic achievement. The Bay
Area Theatre Critics Circle
presented him with both their
Paine Knickerbocker award for
lifetime achievement and for
his direction of TheatreWorks’
productions of four different
performances. After 44 years,
Kelley has directed over 150
TheatreWorks productions.

Craig Lucas, the playwright
behind “Marry Me A Little,”
collaborated with director and
producer Norman René in 1981
to create the musical. The two
created many more theater
productions together, including
“Blue Window” and “Prelude to
a Kiss.”

The show’s musical director,
William Liberatore, is a music
and choir teacher at Gunn High
School.

“Marry Me A Little,” began
previews at the Mountain View
Center for Performing Arts,
500 Castro St., Mountain View,
on June 4. The play runs every
day of the week, except Mon-
days, through June 29. For
tickets and information, call
(650) 463-1960 or visit www.
TheatreWorks.org.

Foreign Language
forK-6

Palo Alto Unified

Cupertino Union

Los Altos School District Is Not
Keeping Up With Our Neighbors

The LASD Board of Trustees has failed to institute a competitive curriculum

Mountain View Whisman

Los Altos School District

No foreign language classes.

FAIL

Geometry Widely
Available in 8th Grade

Geometry is not widely available.

FAIL

Subject Credentialed
Teachers for 6th Grade

Generalist teachers teach 6th grade.

Magnet, Immersion
or Choice Program

Source: www.ed-data.k12ca.us

Contact the Trustees and tell them we all want
the best public education for our children.

Tamara Logan (tlogan@lasdschools.org), Doug Smith (dsmith@lasdschools.org)
Mark Goines (mgoines@lasdschools.org), Pablo Luther (pluther@lasdschools.org)
Steve Taglio (staglio@lasdschools.org)

No Magnet, Immersion or other

For more information: Rob Fagen, President

choice programs.

EachStudentCounts@gmail.com

www.EachStudentCounts.org
Each Student Counts for California
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ELECT

» Continued from page 5

Tuesday’s primary election
drew only 20.6 percent of the
county’s 805,922 registered vot-
ers, according to preliminary
data from the county registrar.

That compares to 43 percent of
voters who turned out in the pre-
vious gubernatorial primary in
2010 and more than 37 percent in
2006, according to the Registrar
of Voters’ website.

—Bay City News Service/
Palo Alto Weekly staff

2
facebook

www.facebook.com/
MountainViewVoice
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OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1-5PM

944 RINCON STREET
MOUNTAIN VIEW

SPANISH INSPIRED URBAN LIVING

Completed in 2009 by Classic Homes, this Spanish inspired gem is located in the Miramonte
Park development, minutes from Downtown. The 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath floorplan features the
optional upstairs loft/family room, that can be easily converted to a fourth bedroom for
maximum utility. Soaring 10ft ceilings, custom built-ins, and designer finishes make this the
perfect family home. Adjacent to the greenbelt, downtown, transit routes, and outstanding

Mountain View Schools.

OFFERED AT $1,798,000

Of-A0

o
-
WWW.944RINCON.COM |O] ﬁz

DERK BRILL

E-PRO, CERTIFIED RELOCATION SPECIALIST
ALAIN PINEL REALTORS

CELL 650.814.0478
DBRILLEAPR.COM
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WWW.DERKBRILL.COM ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS
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As city planners maxed out, housing stalls too

The acknowledgment last week that the city’s 13 planners are
maxed out and cannot fit any more projects into their pipeline
left seven office proposals and a small residential project waiting
in line, probably until the end of the year.

This is an unexpected respite in what has seemed like an
unending torrent of office development proposals from develop-
ers hoping to cash in on what is one of the hottest commercial
property markets in Silicon Valley. And there could be much
more to come when the spigot is turned on again. In answer to
a query from the council about how much of the 3.4 million
square feet in the pending precise plan for the North Bayshore
has been proposed or approved, a zoning official answered 1.7
million, exactly half of the maximum allowed.

Using a conservative estimate of one employee per 200 square
feet, the 1.4 million square feet already proposed and the
300,000 square feet already approved would bring in 8,500 new
employees, and if the entire 3.4 million square feet were in place,
17,000 new employees would make their way to the North Bay-
shore every work day, joining over 13,000 drivers and thousands
more shuttle riders who already make the daily commute to this

A prime example of how quickly and fluid this market has
become was evident when the council learned that after it scaled
back a 1 million-square-foot commercial project at 700 E. Mid-
dlefield to 750,000 square feet, Google reportedly bought the
24-acre property for $250 million, an unprecedented amount
for the area. Council members wanted to know if the purchase
meant the project could drop off the Planning Department’s
docket, freeing up space for projects waiting in the pipeline.

But even amid the huge office project proposals, the council
could not muster the votes to approve what in contrast was a tiny
request to renovate an older housing complex at 777 W. Middle-
tield Road, replacing eight units with 46 new apartments. The proj-
ect had failed in a vote last year, and failed again when some coun-
cil members said it was outside “change areas” in the new general
plan — areas where new zoning would encourage redevelopment.

Council member Mike Kasperzak made an unsuccessful plea

for the doomed housing project, saying, “We’ve been bombarded
with (talk of the) jobs-housing imbalance. Everything we’ve
been talking about is thousands of square feet of office space,
and maybe 38 (housing) units.”

But his idea to let the project to slip through did not gain
enough support, with Mayor Chris Clark saying, “I'm conflicted
there. If Rreefs (the developer whose 1 million square-foot office
project was turned down) drops off (due to the site’s sale to
Google) and that really does free up staff resources, ’'m not sure
it has more merit than some others.”

One small upgrade and the net addition of 38 housing units
will hardly impact the huge jobs housing imbalance in Moun-
tain View, but it would indicate to developers that there might
be a sympathetic ear on the council if good housing projects are
brought forward.

Council member Ronit Bryant appeared sympathetic to see-
ing more housing in the mix, saying the city should find ways
to “help these older (apartment) complexes, like the one at 777
Middlefield Road.”

“Had the council agreed to let it go through Gatekeeper, we
might have found ways to preserve its affordability,” she said.

But Bryant’s arguments, that preserving older complexes
would be better than “losing all the complexes and the open
spaces and trees that go with that,” failed to gain traction. Other
members seemed convinced that renovating older buildings
would mean higher rents, which could drive more lower- and
middle-income tenants from the city.

Given the council’s current make-up, it does not appear likely
that the city will revise the 2012 general plan to create zoning for
adequate housing any time soon. Which is all the more reason
for Mountain View residents to pay close attention to the upcom-
ing race for three open City Council seats in November. If at least
one housing advocate is elected, the current no-holds-barred
office development might be tempered by badly needed housing.
Unfortunately, even if new housing is approved, there is no way
for the council to control rent levels, which already are forcing
many longtime city residents out of the community. @

B LETTERS
VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

DEFORESTATION
AT MAYFIELD

The Voice article on Google’s
wanton destruction of Mayfield
trees correctly stated that Monta
Loma residents who, over many
years, opposed developing the
site cited “a loss of the site’s
many trees as a main reason for
their opposition.”

I am one of the neighbors who
attended countless meetings to
plead with the developers to
spare our urban forest, which
was designed to offer some-
thing beautiful for every season,
from the frilly pink blossoms of
spring to fall gold and scarlet to
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rival New England’s maples.

At the last meeting I attended,
in the buyer’s on-site trailer, we
were told that the neglected
trees could very likely be
restored with proper care and
watering, and that they would
save as many as they could.
When Google took over the
property, we rejoiced, certain
that the example of their leafy
main campus would extend to
the new site. I was out of town
at the time of the deforestation,
but neighbors told me the cut-
ting took place at 2 a.m., which,
if true, sounds pretty under-
handed to me. @

Susan A. Barkan, Laura Lane
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VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

Council member shares vision for North Bayshore

By Ronit Bryant

ecently John King of the
Rian Francisco Chroni-
le published an article
entitled “Mountain View stuck
in past when it comes to hous-
ing policy.” While he has good
things to say about our city, Mr.
King is unhappy that we are not
planning to build housing in
North Bayshore, which he (and
others) seem to see as some
kind of panacea for the housing
problems of the Bay Area.

As a Mountain View resident
of more than 25 years and a
two-term member of the City
Council, I disagree.

Mountain View, with an area

of 12 square miles, is one of

the densest cities on the Pen-
insula. In North Bayshore we
host a regional jobs center that
contributes to the economic
vitality of the entire area. This
regional hub, different from the
remote office complexes that
abound around the Bay, is an
energetic 20-minute walk from
downtown Mountain View
where I live.

Our downtown is a great
example of the engaging neigh-
borhoods that Mr. King praises:
walkable, desirable, with excel-
lent services (grocery store, ele-
mentary school, public library,

buses and shuttles, and one of

the most heavily used Caltrain
stations on the Peninsula).

Downtown Mountain View
has a range of housing options
(from single-family residences
to condos and apartments, new
and old) and a population that
continues to be diverse in age
and income (though probably
less diverse than it was before
Mountain View became such
an attractive place to live).
Downtown is also home to a
surprising number of start-ups
and small high-tech companies,
whose employees swarm Castro
Street at all hours of the day.
We recently completed our
General Plan 2030 (with broad
community input) and are now
working on precise plans for
our identified change areas to
turn the vision into reality. In
addition to the North Bayshore
Precise Plan (which does not
include new housing), the city
is working on precise plans for
both El Camino and San Anto-
nio to encourage vibrant and
diverse communities to grow
and thrive where neighborhood
services already exist. In the
near future, [ expect many new
residents to move into these
areas. They will benefit from
existing services and make it
possible to provide better ser-
vices (more parks and retail, for
example) for current residents.
I cannot predict how many
housing units will actually be
built — the city’s role is not to

build housing, but to plan how
to accommodate growth while
preserving what we treasure.
Our housing element identifies
appropriately zoned areas (not
including North Bayshore) that
could be developed to meet the

I cannot predict how
many housing units will
actually be built — the
city’s role is not to build
housing, but to plan
how to accommodate
growth while preserving
what we treasure
—RONIT BRYANT

housing numbers Mountain
View was allocated by the state-
mandated regional housing
needs allocation process (which
takes into consideration the
expected growth in households
and jobs in the Bay Area). This
number (about 2,900 housing
units by 2023) includes units at
different levels of affordability
(not just luxury housing), and
we are using all tools legally
available to us (and they are
not many, including housing
impact fees and below market
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rate in-lieu fees) to increase our
supply of affordable housing.

During the General Plan pro-
cess, we looked at the possibil-
ity of turning North Bayshore
into a mix of housing and busi-
nesses — allowing residential
uses while making it possible
for our existing businesses to
experience some growth with-
out having to move away.
North Bayshore businesses and
Mountain View residents par-
ticipated and the City Council
was presented with an alter-
native that included adding
about 1,400 residential units
along Shoreline Boulevard by
the year 2040. This number is
not enough to support services
like a neighborhood school or a
grocery store (researchers usu-
ally consider a store to require
about 5,000 residents). For me
this proposal was a recipe for
temporary housing (not neces-
sarily inexpensive housing),
without services and separated
from the rest of the city by a
wide freeway, U.S. 101.

Could we encourage busi-
nesses to leave or to stop add-
ing jobs and then flood North
Bayshore with housing instead?
Perhaps. Would that be good
for Mountain View or for our
region? I don’t think so. And
could we in Mountain View
ever build enough to lower
housing costs on the Peninsula?

I doubt it very much.

I think the vision that we on

the Mountain View City Coun-
cil have been developing for
North Bayshore over the course
of many public meetings (and
the direction in which the pre-
cise plan is moving) is more
innovative: a magical place
along a restored Bay and under
the migratory birds’ Pacific Fly-
way, where the landscape and
the wildlife are protected and
enhanced and high-tech indi-
viduals are inspired to greater
creativity. To achieve this, devel-
opment will be focused along
transportation corridors and
pushed back from natural areas.
We are discussing trip caps, a
focus on active transportation
(biking and walking), and
human-scaled architecture.
There will be green streets, sus-
tainable buildings, restored wet-
lands. It will be a place where
residents and employees find
respite from the built environ-
ment. And all this connected to
services — rich residential
neighborhoods by pedestrian
and bike bridges (and an
improved public or private/pub-
lic transit system for those who
choose to live elsewhere). With
the gift that we have in North
Bayshore, we can be innovative
in our own way. @

Ronit Bryant is a member of the

Mountain View City Council

Has the council lost sight of ‘balanced’ development?

By Betsy Collard

ear City Council: Over
Dthe past few years there

has been a considerable
amount of development taking
place in Mountain View, and
in the process, it seems to me
that we have lost sight of the
importance of balance in our
community.

There are really three issues in
this regard that concern me:

B The lack of balance in the
housing being built with the
resulting high cost of rents

B The lack of balance in the
types of commercial enterprises
being favored

B The lack of balance between
the number of jobs vs. the num-
ber of housing units being built.

In regard to housing imbal-
ance, all the new housing being
built in Mountain View is high-
end. As each new apartment
complex is built, the rents quoted

rise — some as high as $5,300
per month for a two-bedroom
apartment. Undoubtedly these
units can be filled by the young
engineers and technical employ-
eesin the area, but at what cost to
our community as a whole?

I watch as people I know well
are being pushed out of Moun-
tain View because of escalating
rents. One friend, a 17-year
resident, recently retired only
to see her rent increased by 30
percent and thus is having to
leave the area. Another friend
was evicted from his apartment
because the owners were going
to redo the units and upscale the
building. He now rents a room
for an unbelievable amount.
Another, a single parent active in
our schools who was born and
raised in Mountain View has had
her rent go up by 20 percent and
can’t find a place to rent that she
can afford. These are just three
friends’ situations but there are

others that I am familiar with
that are all too similar.

What has happened to our idea
of a balanced community where
people from different socio-
economic backgrounds could
live? Will there no place for
people of modest incomes to
live in Mountain View? Where
do people go who are in service
jobs and whose salaries are not
high-tech? Is this the community
we want? Are these the values we
embrace?

And commercial development
in Mountain View threatens to
displace the small, independently
owned businesses that give this
community texture and char-
acter. There are a number of
examples of such businesses, but
the issue comes into sharp focus
for me with the new San Antonio
Village (hardly a “village”) and
the Milk Pail.

With the pending approval
of phase two of the San Anto-

nio project there is a very real
possibility that The Milk Pail,
a 40-year-old, independently-
owned Mountain View business,
will not survive. Not only does the
Milk Pail serve a large number of
people from various socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds, it is the kind
of establishment that provides
a valuable counterpoint to large
scale developments with chain
commercial retail businesses..
The housing/jobs imbalance
is another concern. Currently
there are numerous projects
coming before the council that
would substantially increase the
amount of office space in Moun-
tain View (e.g., Merlone Geier,
700 E. Middlefield and the pos-
sibility of proposals from Linke-
din and others). If these projects
are approved they will increase
the imbalance between hous-
ing and jobs that already exists
in this community. We need
housing and it should be built

before any further development
of office space. We don’t need
more high-end housing, we need
thoughtful housing that takes
into consideration diversity and
traffic, and that will build a sense
of community.

To me, above all else, all of
this is a question of the soul of
this community. Don’t we want
a community that recognizes
and embraces the importance of
balance and diversity — big and
small, new and old, wealthy and
not so wealthy? I, and I think
a whole lot of other Mountain
View residents, vote for balanced
and diverse.

I urge the Council not to
approve phase two of the Mer-
lone-Geier project and instead
take the time to develop a plan
that addresses our housing needs
and our desire for a more bal-
anced community. @

Betsy Collard lives
on Sherland Avenue.
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Learn How Moving to Trilogy at The Vineyards
Can Change Your Life.

Trilogy at The Vineyards is the perfect place for the next chapter in your life. Nestled against Mount
Diablo among working vineyards and olive orchards in Brentwood, Trilogy offers the ultimate resort
lifestyle in a casually elegant, fun-loving environment that will keep you active and feeling great.

You can live the Good Life every day: Food and wine, sports, health and wellness activities, learn new
things, meet new friends and follow your passion. That’s what Trilogy can do for you. Book your tour
and find out how.

» Wine-country Lifestyle Premium $250K Home Sites
Just Released - Limited Supply!

e 5-Star Resort Club

e Luxurious Day Spa :
Call today and schedule a private

* Single Story Homes :
community tour.

* 11 Models to Tour
* Up to 8kW of FREE Solar

No Electric Bill. No Extra

Charge. No Kidding. 1 ®
SheaXero. raIt‘ThIe.V]ﬁ!g/a((?sg y

The no electric bill home. Wine country living in charming Brentwood
from the mid $400s - $800s+

TrilogyLife.com | 855.321.3723

A “No Electric BillHome™” will, on average, produce as much electricity as it consumes on an annual basis. Fees and surcharges may remain. Estimate based on average use by household of 2 with published data from manufacturers, suppliers and
others and calculated using software approved by the U.S. Department of Energy. Energy usage not guaranteed and energy production and consumption may vary based on home, orientation, climate and usage of electric appliances. Electricity =+
production via photovoltaic (PV) panels. PV system subject to 20 year prepaid agreement with Solar City. Seller to provide prepayment amount as an inducement to Buyer. Features and specs vary by location, subject to change, not available on (!i\
all homes and must be on the contract. See Seller for details. Trilogy® is a registered trademark of Shea Homes, Inc., an independent member of the Shea family of companies. Trilogy at The Vineyards is a community by Sh aI_I

Trilogy Vineyards, LLC., sales by Shea Homes Marketing Company (DRE #01378646) and construction by Shea Homes, Inc., (CSLB #672285). Homes at The Vineyards are intended for occupancy by at least one person 55 C omes
years of age or older, with certain exceptions for younger persons as provided by law and the governing covenants, conditions and restrictions. This is not an offer of real estate for sale, nor a solicitation of an offer to buy, to Active Lifestyle Communities’
residents of any state or province in whichregistration and other legal requirements have not been fulfilled. Void where prohibited. Models are not an indication of racial preference. © 2014 Shea Homes, Inc. All rights reserved.
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