
By Kevin Forestieri

E
arly election results show 
Measure N is just shy of 
the 55 percent of the vote 

needed to pass the $150 million 
Los Altos School District bond 
in the Nov. 4 election.
 Election results Wednesday 
morning put the bond at 5,004 
yes votes, or 54.9 percent with 
all precincts reporting — los-
ing by only eight votes. Because 
there are still more ballots yet 
uncounted, it is too early to 
determine whether the bond will 
succeed. 
 Absentee, provisional and 
last-minute vote-by-mail bal-
lots could tip the balance, as the 
Santa Clara County elections 
office continues to verify and 
count votes this week. 
 Associate Superintendent Ran-
dy Kenyon said it was a difficult 

election night because results 
came in at a slow pace, and the 
bond struggled to make the 55 
percent of the vote.
 “It was disappointed to see the 
results of Measure N because it’s 
so close,” Kenyon said.
 The results may come as a sur-
prise to the “Yes on N” crowd, 
which out-organized and out-
spent the opposition and put 
more than $100,000 into the 
effort to pass the school bond, 
including a $5,000 donation from 
the Parent-Teacher Associations 
of each school in the district. 
 In contrast, there were several 
“No on N” campaigns that spent 
less than $1,000 each, according 
to school district resident David 
Roode. 
 Kenyon, along with Super-
intendent Jeff Baier, both said 

By Kevin Forestieri

T
wo incumbents and a 
former Mountain View 
Whisman district trust-

ee are the top three vote-getters 
in the Mountain View-Los 
Altos High School District 
board election. Election results 
as of Wednesday morning show 
challenger Fiona Walter in 
the lead, closely followed by 
incumbents  Debbie Torok and 
Joe Mitchner.

There were seven candidates 
for three seats on the school 
board, and the initial barrage of 
election results Tuesday night 
showed a comfortable lead for 
Walter, Torok and Mitchner.

Walter appears to be the big-
gest winner in the election, 

receiving 6,868 votes and just 
shy of 20 percent. Right behind 
her was Torok with 6,181 votes 
(18.5 percent) and Mitchner 
with 6,044 votes (18 percent).
 Candidates Sanjay Dave and 
Dana Bunnett tracked at 4,650 
(13.9 percent) and 4,408 (13.2 
percent), respectively. Trailing 
them were Doug Moore at 2,936 
(8.8 percent) and Kevin Kramer 
with 2,386 (7.1 percent).
 Fiona Walter was cautious-

ly optimistic 
with her early 
lead as she 
attended an 
election night 
party at Steins 
Beer Gar-
den and Res-
taurant with 

candidates from other races, 
including Margaret Abe-Koga, 
Gary Kremen and Ellen Kamei.
 Walter said she was thrilled 
with the election results, and 
wanted to give a “huge thanks” 
to the team effort that people put 
into her campaign. She said she 
didn’t run a top-down campaign 
with leadership roles, a treasurer 
or a campaign manager, and 

MICHELLE LE

Pat Showalter rejoins the election night party after giving a live interview at KMVT.
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Walter, incumbents win high school  
district race

BOARD MEMBERS AND FORMER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER  
HAVE BIG LEAD IN MOUNTAIN VIEW-LOS ALTOS DISTRICT
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Measure N school bond 
too close to call

By Daniel DeBolt

M
ountain View may 
eventually see some 
big changes to its land-

scape as a result of Tuesday’s City 
Council election, which creates a 
new council majority that favors 
allowing a large new residential 
neighborhood development near 
Google headquarters. 
 As results rolled in for the 
most competitive and unpre-
dictable City Council election 
in years, residents and candi-
dates eagerly watched the results 
Tuesday night to see who would 
take three open seats vacated by 
Jac Siegel, Margaret Abe-Koga 

and Ronit Bryant. 
 Pat Showalter, Ken Rosenberg, 
and Lenny Siegel held the lead 
as the ballots were counted and 
election night parties were held 
across the city. The trend contin-
ued until all precincts reported 
their results Wednesday morn-
ing, but a number of provisional 
and mail ballots have yet to be 
counted.  
 Showalter topped all the can-
didates with 16.6 percent of the 
vote. Rosenberg held 14.8 per-
cent and Siegel had 13.3 percent. 
Trailing them was Lisa Matichak 
with 11.4 percent, Greg Unangst 

Showalter, Rosenberg and 
Siegel win council seats

ELECTION AN APPARENT VICTORY FOR ADVOCATES 
OF HOUSING IN NORTH BAYSHORE

 See MEASURE N VOTE, page 6 See MVLA VOTE, page 18

 See COUNCIL VOTE, page 14

Debbie Torok Joe MitchnerFiona Walter
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JUDY 
BOGARD-TANIGAMI

650. 207.2111
judytanigami@gmail.com

CalBRE# 00298975

SHERI 
BOGARD-HUGHES
650. 279.4003
shughes@apr.com

CalBRE# 01060012

CINDY 
BOGARD-O’GORMAN
650.924.8365
cbogardogorman@apr.com

CalBRE# 01918407

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

13300 Burke Road,  
Los Altos Hills

26171 Moody Road, 
Los Altos Hills

•  Ideally located only 5 blocks from the Village of Los Altos

•  Authentic Italian villa built by Lencioni Construction in 2003

•  Extensive use of reclaimed antique building materials from Italy

•  Floors of hand-hewn American walnut and antique Italian paver tiles

•  Marmorino Venetian plaster walls

•  4 bedrooms, each with en suite bath, and powder room

•  6,342 square feet of living space plus 984 square-foot garage*

•  Extraordinary grounds of approximately 1.43 acres plus additional protected area*

•  Separate pool house with full bath and kitchenette

•  Licensed private well that supplies all the water for landscaping, pool,  
and stream

•  USTA regulation size tennis court, bocce court, and 4-hole putting green

•  Pool with beach entry, infinity edge, and 8-foot waterfall, plus separate spa with an 
adjoining, inviting stream and waterfall

•  State-of-the-art systems for lighting, sound, climate, and security

•  20kW backup generator with auto switch

•  Surrounded by wrought iron fencing with programmable gate, including gates 
from Puccini’s home in Tuscany

•  Top-rated Los Altos schools: Gardner Bullis Elementary, Egan Jr. High, and Los 
Altos High (buyer to verify enrollment)

*buyer to verify

•  Classic Mediterranean villa bordered by a  
Chardonnay vineyard

•  Two levels with elevator, 4 bedrooms, office,  
and 4.5 baths

•  Approximately 5,700 square feet of living space*

•  Lot size of approximately 1.2 acres*

•  Located six minutes from the Village of Los Altos

•  Luxurious and spacious public rooms on the  
main level

•  Home theatre, second family room, sauna,  
and wine cellar

•  Geo-Thermal heating and cooling system

•  Whole-home audio system and programmable lighting

•  Attached 3-car garage with extra storage

•  Sun-swept rear grounds with pool and spa, barbecue 
center, and huge terrace

•  Approximately 140 vines of Chardonnay grapes

•  Top-rated Los Altos schools: Gardner Bullis 
Elementary, Egan Jr. High, and Los Altos High  
(buyer to verify enrollment)

*buyer to verify

Offered at $9,800,000
www.13300BurkeRoad.com

Offered at $5,498,000
www.26171MoodyRoad.com

An Authentic Italian Country Retreat —  
In Highly Coveted Location

An Exceptional Vineyard Villa

OPEN SUNDAY

1:30-4:30

OPEN SUNDAY

1:30-4:30
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Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews  

by Madeleine Gerson and Natalia Nazarova.

H ti f V i A

If you could create a startup  
company, what problems would  

you try to solve?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

the world always looks

Brighter 
from behind

A Smile!

www.SmilesDental.com  |  650.564.3333

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View ( Corner of El Camino & Calderon )

Free 
Invisalign

Consultation!

A $100 Value!
Some restrictions may apply. 

Call for details. Offer good 
for 60 days.

Dr. Ron van den Berg considers it his personal  
obligation to provide the highest quality of orthodontic 

care to his patients. He is on the cutting edge of  
clinical & technological orthodontic advances so that  
he can provide his patients the benefits of the most  

proven & advanced orthodontics.

Dr. van den Berg is a 
Premier Provider &  

joined the clinical faculty  
of Invisalign in 1999. 

Smiles Dental invites you  
to meet Dr. van den Berg on

Friday, November 7th & 

Friday, November 21st

for your FREE Invisalign Consultation.Dr. Rob van den Berg 
Orthodontist
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Leghorn StMiddlefield Old Middlefield

Approved
Auto Repair

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View
650-968-5202 | Autoworks.com

Hours: Mon – Fri 7:30 am - 12:30 pm, 1:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Larry’s knows Audis.
You know you are dealing 
with experts when …
  Technicians are Nationally Certifi ed Masters
  Technicians receive over 4o hours 
of specialized training every year
  They are certifi ed environmentally 
friendly
  All repairs are guaranteed in 
writing for 3 years/ 36,000 miles 
— no other shop does this!
  Each technician is a specialist 
on the vehicle they service.

“ The guys are awesome. Very honest and are incredibly helpful when consulting about 
repairs needed. If it is not vitally important they tell and do not pressure you into the repair. 
However they are more than willing to go over any questions you might have about the car 
and offer honest advice.”  – Chris G. from Palo Alto, Audi owner

(& VW & BMW too!)

2 0 1 3

“I’d like to create a platform 

which can securely share all the 

medical documents of patients 

across borders. People can start 

learning algorithms so that we 

can have more people trying to 

take a whip at a problem.”

Vekatesh Arivazhagan,  
Mountain View

“I would make a media 

application oriented to (foreign 

workers). I’ve tried to find a 

warm home here but it’s so 

different here.”

Grace Liu, Santa Clara

“There has hardly been any 

noise since the time of Ford. So, 

I would definitely do what Elon 

Musk is doing with Tesla.”

Guatam Madaan,  
Mountain View

“I’d create a company to make 

people more aware of their 

thought patterns. They will 

become more aware of how to 

become happier throughout 

their day.”

Rony Krell, Mountain View

“I would promote more bike 

commuting to lower the impact 

on the environment and get 

people in better shape and save 

them some money.”

Zach Buechler, Santa Clara

y
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ARREST IN PURSE-SNATCHING
 A 24-year-old Palo Alto man was arrested on Halloween night 
after he allegedly grabbed a woman’s purse and made off with it 
into the men’s bathroom at Molly Magee’s in Mountain View.
 According to police, Daniel Esquivel took the purse from the 
counter area of the bar and entered the bathroom with it just after 
noon on Friday, Oct. 31. Security staff was already in the bath-
room confronting Esquivel on the alleged theft before the victim, 
a 41-year-old Redwood City woman, realized her purse was gone.
  Police say Esquivel fought with security staff and was taken 
into custody when officers arrived, where he continued to be 
“uncooperative” and fought with police officers during the arrest 
process, according to Sgt. Saul Jaeger of the Mountain View Police 
Department. There were no injuries, and the purse was returned 
to the woman.
 Esquivel was arrested on charges of petty theft, battery and 
resisting a police officer. Police said he was also in violation of 
his probation and received a probation hold. Esquivel was booked 
into San Jose Main Jail without bail.
 Esquivel was previously arrested in June after he allegedly 
attacked and robbed a group of five teenagers at a parking garage 
in Palo Alto. The group of teens told Palo Alto police they were 
throwing small, white “noise-makers” off of the parking garage 
roof and hit Esquivel with one. Police said Esquivel confronted 
the teens and shoved one of them, demanded money from 
another and threatened to throw them off the roof.

Kevin Forestieri

C R I M E B R I E F S

ASSAULT
W. El Camino Real & S. Rengstorff Av., 
10/31

AUTO BURGLARY
300 block Easy St., 10/29
1000 block N. Rengstorff Av., 10/30
2400 block Charleston Rd., 10/30
700 block E. El Camino Real, 10/31
1100 block Castro St., 11/3
200 block W. Dana St., 11/3
500 block W. Middlefield Rd., 11/3
1000 block El Monte Av., 11/3
700 block E. El Camino Real, 10/31

BATTERY
1400 block Plymouth St., 10/29
200 block Castro St., 10/31

COMMERCIAL BURGLARLY
100 block Mayfield Ave., 10/29
700 block W. Dana St., 10/31
400 block Ellis St., 11/2

GRAND THEFT
700 block E. El Camino Real, 10/29
800 block Church St., 10/29
1100 block Rose Av., 11/3

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
600 block Tyrella Ave., 10/29
1200 block Dale Ave., 10/31

STOLEN VEHICLE
700 block Continental Cir., 11/3

VANDALISM
1 block Sierra Vista Ave., 11/2
500 block W. Middlefield Rd., 10/28

P O L I C E L O G

650-948-0881

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos66 N

Open Daily
8am-7pm

Prices Effective
11/05 thru 11/11

Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

RASPBERRIES
DRISCOLL
FINEST
QUALITY

RED OR

GREEN

SWEET &
CRISP

SEEDLESSGRAPESAPPLEPALOOZA
WITH OVER 30 VARIETIES

NOW IN SEASON
SAMPLE THEM ALL AND

FIND YOUR NEW
FAVORITE APPLE

 $199

LOCALLY GROWN

PKG.

CALIF. GROWN

ORGANIC
$299 

PKG. $299 LB.
ORGANIC

$199
LB.

BROCCOLINI
ORGANIC LOCAL

$4002BUN
FOR

CAULIFLOWER
ORGANIC LOCAL

$5002 F
O
R

SPINACH
ORGANIC LOCAL

$3002BUN
FOR

RED BEETS
ORGANIC LOCAL

$4002BUN
FOR

BROCCOLI
ORGANIC LOCAL

$4002BUN
FOR

KALE
ORGANIC LOCAL

$3002BUN
FOR

SWISS CHARD
ORGANIC LOCAL

$3002BUN
FOR

LEEKS
ORGANIC LOCAL

$4002LBS.
FOR

Embarcadero Media is seeking an Accounts Payable/Business 
Department Support administrator for our Palo Alto office.

This individual will also support payroll, circulation and other business 
department functions. This is an entry level position, approximately 
25-28 (flexible) hours per week and will include paid sick, holiday and 
vacation hours.

The ideal candidate will be detail-oriented, hard-working, a quick 
learner — and play nice with others. General accounting background 
a plus.

Embarcadero Media, a locally-owned media company, includes the 
award-winning Palo Alto Weekly, PaloAltoOnline.com, The Almanac and 
Mountain View Voice entities.

Resume and transmittal letter explaining why our search ends with 
you, can be emailed to Mike Naar, CFO, at mnaar@paweekly.com.

We’re Hiring
Accounts Payable  

and Business Department Support

450 CAMBRIDGE AVENUE  |   PALO ALTO  |   PALOALTOONL INE .COM

Support  
Mountain View Voice’s 

print and online coverage  
of our community.

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/MountainView

p

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism
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by Kevin Forestieri

R
esidents in Mountain 
View appear to have 
voted both incumbents 

back onto the Mountain View 
Whisman school board Tues-
day. Ellen Wheeler and Philip 
Palmer both are poised for re-
election with early leads over the 
two challengers for two seats on 
the board.
 As of Wednesday’s election 
results, Wheeler kept a com-
manding lead at 36.5 percent of 
the vote. Palmer came in a dis-
tant second at 23.5 percent, with 
a slim lead over challenger Greg 
Coladonato, with 22.5 percent. 
Challenger Hafsa Mirza got 17.5 
percent of the vote.
 Coladonato is the president of 
the Slater neighborhood asso-
ciation and serves on the board 
facilities committee. Mirza is 
the president of the Los Altos 
Mountain View PTA Council.
 Wheeler attended the elec-
tion night event at Steins Beer 
Garden and Restaurant along 
with candidates for other races, 
and said she was happy with 
the election results thus far. 
She said people knew her for all 
the work that she’s done for the 
school district over the last 12 
years when they voted her for 
re-election.
 “People respect the district 
and what they’ve done,” Wheel-
er said, noting that test scores 
have gone up significantly since 
she joined the board.
 Wheeler ran a modest cam-
paign and spent less than 
$1,000 throughout the election 
season. She made fliers and 
walked them around door-to-

door, and bought a lot of signs 
to get the word out, which she 
said was an important part of 
running for re-election.
 “People want to see that 
you’re out working for their 
vote,” Wheeler said.
 Coladonato said he gave his 
bid for the school board his 
best shot, but trailed Palmer 
by a little over 100 votes. He 
said what struck him about the 
results was the low voter turn-
out. After polls closed, the vote 
tally hovered just over 10,000 
votes, compared to over 40,000 
in the last school board elec-
tion.
 State officials predicted that 
California could see a record 
low in voter turnout this year. 
There are still votes remaining 
to be counted in Santa Clara 
County, so there is a small 
possibility that Coladonato 
and Palmer’s positions could 
change in the final tally.
 The district has been a hotbed 
for contentious issues through-
out the election season, as the 
school board grappled with 
the debate on teacher com-
pensation and the teachers 
union’s dissatisfaction with 
what the district was willing to 
offer. Parents and teachers also 
questioned the district’s ample 

By Sue Dremann

T
he founder of Match.com, 
Gary Kremen, has won 
a seat on the Santa Clara 

Valley Water District board, 
with 51.62 percent of the vote to 
incumbent Brian Schmidt’s 48.38 
percent, with all 212 precincts 
reporting. The seat represents 
the cities of Palo Alto, Mountain 
View, Los Altos and Los Gatos.
 While provisional ballots are 

yet to be counted, Kremen led 
all Tuesday night as votes were 
tallied. He had garnered 18,063 
votes as of Wednesday morning 
to Schmidt’s 16,926. 
 Schmidt said early Tuesday 
evening that he was hoping 
the percentage would shift as 
more returns were counted. On 
Wednesday morning, he had 
provisionally congratulated Kre-
men, he said.
 “It’s highly likely he’s won. But 

20 percent of absentee ballots 
have not been counted,” he said. 
Theoretically, something could 
change, but it’s unlikely, he said.
 Schmidt said he does not have 
any plans to run again.
 “It’s a very different campaign 
from the one I ran four years ago. 
And quite frankly, I need to earn 
more than $32,000 a year. This 
was a significant pay cut from 

MICHELLE LE

Candidate Margaret Abe-Koga talks with Melton Wong at an election party held at Steins Beer 
Garden and Restaurant.

Kremen wins Santa Clara Valley  
Water District seat

CHALLENGER OUTS INCUMBENT SCHMIDT IN SURPRISINGLY EXPENSIVE RACE

Incumbents ahead in 
Mountain View Whisman race

By Kevin Forestieri

I
ncumbent David Reeder 
and neurosurgeon Peter 
Fung won the two seats up 

for election on the El Camino 
Healthcare District board, both 
taking a sizable lead over Coun-
cilwoman Margaret Abe-Koga.
 As of Wednesday morning’s 
vote tally, Fung led the race at 
36.3 percent of the vote, fol-
lowed by Reeder at 35.4 percent. 
Abe-Koga took 28.3 percent of 
the vote.
 As a practicing neurologist 

for over 35 years, Fung said he 
wanted to focus on improv-
ing access to medical care in 
the district, address mental 
health issues and curb the rate 
of obesity and lack of physical 
activity. He also said the district 

needs to commit more money 
towards promoting health pro-
grams throughout the district, 
and bolster funds that go into 
the RotaCare Free Clinic in 
Mountain View.
 Reeder, who has spent 
16 years on the board, said 
throughout his campaign that 
he wanted to stay on the board 
and implement ambitious hos-
pital projects. He said El Cami-
no Hospital is trying to create a 
“continuum” of care where the 

Fung, Reeder win Healthcare District seats
REEDER RETURNS FOR FIFTH TERM, FUNG JOINS  

AS THE ONLY HOSPITAL PHYSICIAN

 See EL CAMINO BOARD, page 17  See VOTE, page 11

 See WATER DISTRICT, page 17

MICHELLE LE

Gary Kremen waited for election night returns at a party at Steins Beer 
Garden in Mountain View.

Peter Fung David Reeder

Ellen Wheeler Philip Palmer
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Dental Anxiety is a Thing of the Past 
No more needles, no more drills 

NO ADDITIONAL COST!
Call for  

New Patient 
Specials!

all for 
Patient 

ecials!
Introducing the  

Solea Dental Laser

95% OF  
OUR PATIENTS  
ARE TREATED  

WITH NO 
ANESTHESIA

98% OF  
THOSE 

PATIENTS  
SAY THEY FEEL  

NO PAIN

APPROVED 
FOR PEDIATRIC 

PATIENTS

Call today or visit our website to 
schedule an appointment:

105 South Drive, Suite 200
Mountain View

www.drmcevoy.com
(650) 969-2600 Like us on Facebook

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • ONE TREATMENT LASER WHITENING • NO-PREP VENEERS • CEREC (ONE VISIT CROWNS) • GENER AL DENTISTRY • SEDATION DENTISTRY

Patrick F. McEvoy, DDS, is Mountain View’s 
premier practitioner of general and implant 
dentistry. When you need a trusted, reliable 
dentist that cares about your needs and can 
create a beautiful smile that you will love, Dr. 
McEvoy is the only name you’ll ever need to 
know. He has built a solid reputation in his 
field as a caring, knowledgeable dentist that 
can enhance the beauty of any smile.   Dr. 
McEvoy has attained the highest level of 
training for implant dentistry and is a Fellow of 
the American Academy of Implant Dentistry 
and  a  Diplomate of the American Board of 
Implant Dentistry / Oral Implantology.

they knew it was going to be a 
close one, and will be watching 
election results closely going for-
ward.

The $150 million school bond 
would help the school district 
build a new school and new 
facilities to deal with fast-grow-
ing enrollment that is already 
exceeding target enrollment 
numbers at most of the nine dis-
trict campuses. District admin-
istrators attribute the high qual-
ity instruction, in part, to the 

smaller school sizes which they 
say could be compromised if the 
bond does not pass.
 Leading up to the election, 
board member Doug Smith 
painted a picture of what it might 
look like for the school district 
if the bond did not pass, saying 
the district would likely need to 
relocate the Bullis Charter School 
to an existing school site by the 
2018-19 school year. The reloca-
tion could cause student enroll-
ment at some elementary schools 
to jump to over 750 students.
 “Picture the traffic jams at 
West Portola, except they’d occur 

at every site in the district. That 
doesn’t even touch on the decline 
in program quality,” Smith said.
 Property owners in the district 
would pay a maximum of $30 
per $100,000 of assessed value 
anuually for the bond.
 The school board emphasized 
time and again at board meetings 
that the No. 1 priority is to find 
and build a new school site with 
the bond money. Still, the district 
received criticism over the $300 
million list of possible bond 
expenditures, much of it focused 
on projects not related to a new 
school. Others said the bond lan-

guage was not specific enough in 
how the money would be spent, 
and compared it to writing a 
blank check to the school district.
 Roode said the vote is so evenly 
split because of the district’s “lack 
of truth and clarity” in request-
ing the bond money. He said the 
district, over the last decade, has 
provided substandard facilities 
to Bullis Charter School and has 
not addressed the needs of 400 to 
600 students in the San Antonio 
Area, and has not expressed a 
willingness to address the issues 
in the past.
 The district still has not landed 

on a specific spot to put the new 
school, but board president 
Tamara Logan said the school 
would ideally be in Mountain 
View, north of El Camino Real, 
where student enrollment is high 
and projected to continue grow-
ing. The San Antonio area would 
not be the easiest place for a 
school, however, as there are no 
parks or other public land the 
city could easily offer to the dis-
trict as a potential school site, and 
private land in the area could 
prove to be “prohibitively” 
expensive, according to Moun-
tain View Mayor Chris Clark. V

MEASURE N VOTE
 Continued from page 1

By Daniel DeBolt

A
fter council members 
complained that they are 
paid less than minimum 

wage, Mountain View voters 
gave their elected representatives 
a raise on Tuesday.

Measure A, which would raise 
City Council pay from $600 a 
month to $1,000 a month with 
automatic raises, was favored by 
60 percent of voters, according 
to election results Wednesday 
morning. It was a wide margin 
compared to a 2006 effort to 

boost the salary to $1,500 which 
failed 52 percent to 48 percent.
 Council members said their 
$600 a month equaled $5 an 
hour at 30 hours per week, 
which was the average number 
of hours members said they 
spent on the job. 
 “I think the voters overwhelm-
ingly decided it was time to adjust 
council compensation for infla-
tion to make it a somewhat more 
realistic wage in recognition of the 
work City Council members do,” 
said longtime council member 
Mike Kasperzak. “I think it puts 

to rest this notion that public 
service is a voluntary service. The 
president of the U.S. is a public 
servant, he doesn’t work for free. 
Police officers are public servants 
they don’t work for free. Why 
are public officials expected to 
give away their time? City Coun-
cil members are making more 
important decisions than highly 
paid staff people.”
 Kasperzak said he suspected 
the Palo Alto City Council would 
follow suit in raising their pay to 
$1,000 a month soon. 
 The only vocal opponent to 

the raise was local attorney Gary 
Wesley, who argued that council 
members receive other benefits, 
including health benefits, expense 
accounts, travel reimbursements 
and stipends for attending region-
al board meetings. He said they 
also have the ability to restrict 
housing supply and approve office 
growth to drive up the prices of 
their own homes. All seven home-
owning members on the council 
are “benefiting handsomely,” he 
wrote. 
 “It’s less about the money and 
more about being able to attract a 
diverse array of candidates,” said 
Mayor Chris Clark a year ago, 
joking that his salary on council 

pays his monthly dry cleaning 
bill, with a “little left over.”
 Some council members said 
a raise would allow renters and 
people who have to work for a 
living to be on council, as current 
members are either retired, sup-
ported by spouses or are business 
owners or business leaders. 
 Council pay will now also rise 
automatically every based on a 
formula to match inflation, not 
to exceed 5 percent a year. Any 
other raises would continue to 
require voter approval under a 
provision in the city’s charter.

Email Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

Voters OK City Council pay raise
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Preview Day
November 8th

K through12

Open House Preview Day 

Upper Campus Grades 7–12

Saturday, November 8th, 2014

10:00 a.m.– Noon

26800 Fremont Road, 

Los Altos Hills, CA 94024

                   Register online at: 

www.pinewood.edu

Pinewood is an independent, coeducational, non-profit, K–12 

college-prep school. Students benefit from small class size, 

challenging academic curricula, and a wide choice of 

enrichment activities.  

We offer an environment where each student is a respected 

and vital member of our educational community. 

We invite you to explore the opportunity for your student to become 

a part of the Pinewood tradition of academic excellence.   

For more information, please visit our website.  

By Daniel DeBolt

M
ountain View’s 
Walmart was one of 
many around the coun-

try where workers, on Oct. 29, 
presented management with a 
petition asking for $15-an-hour 
minimum pay and access to full-
time work, promising massive 
Black Friday protests if there is 
no response. 
 After a string of high-profile 
protests, including demonstra-
tions in front of the homes of 
members of the Walton Fam-
ily (owners of Walmart), “The 
workers have their attention now 
like they never have before,” said 
Simone Mock, lead organizer for 
the local United Food And Com-
mercial Workers union.
 In mid-October Walmart board 
chair Robert Walton promised to 
do away with paying minimum 
wages to Walmart employees, but 

members of group have dismissed 
the promise as “pretty vague.” 
 The interest among city lead-
ers to raise Mountain View’s 
minimum wage to $15 was part 
of what spurred a few Walmart 
workers from the East Bay to join 
Mountain View Walmart work-
er Pam Ramos in delivering the 
petition. Ramos — who talked 
about her situation in detail ear-
lier this year — has been unable 
to pay for housing as a Mountain 
View Walmart employee for the 
last four years because of her 
low pay and unpredictable part-
time schedule. She broke down 
in tears before the Mountain 
View City Council meeting in 
October before the council voted 
to increase the city’s minimum 
wage to $10 an hour next year 
and made it a goal to raise it to 
$15 by 2018. 
 A few members of the group 
prepared to enter the store 

despite a court injunction that 
limits union organizing activ-
ity — the result of several dis-
ruptive protests that were held 
inside Walmart stores in recent 
years. “We’re so intimidating to 
Walmart we aren’t even allowed 
to have a piece of paper” inside 
the store, Mock said. “They are 
so afraid we might pass some-
thing to employees, we’re not 
allowed to take in a bag — that 
includes all supporters.” 
 The group was surprised to be 
greeted by a smiling shift man-
ager named Mansour outside 
the front door. He gave Ramos 
a hug and said, “Nice to see 
you.” He added that the petition 
was “not my business” but that 
he would make sure his bosses 
knew about it. 
 The petition for “$15 and full 
time” stated: “The Waltons are 
robbing America. Workers are 
fighting back.” It addresses the 
owners of Walmart, saying, “If 
you fail to respond by Black Fri-
day (Nov. 28), the biggest shop-
ping day of the year, we will hold 
massive protests nationwide.”
 Mock said the petition was 
signed by community members 
at more than 3,000 stores nation-
wide and by Walmart employees 
at more than 2,000 stores. 
 Before the petition was deliv-
ered, several former and current 
Walmart workers gathered in the 
parking lot, and at one point 
complained that Walmart poli-
cies discourage them from taking 
sick leave. One local supporter of 
the effort, Mountain View resi-
dent Alison Hicks, expressed 
disgust: “I don’t want to go into a 
store where employees are sick 
while stocking things.” V

Workers petition for $15 wage  
at MV’s Walmart

DANIEL DEBOLT

A Mountain View Walmart shift manager talks with union leaders and Walmart employees after receiving 
a petition asking for a $15-an-hour minimum wage and full-time hours for employees. 

UFCW organizer Simone Mock holds up a flyer showing where the 
Walmart petition has circulated. 
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 THE BUDDY POPPY: in 1922 the 'Buddy Poppy' was adopted by 

the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) as the 'Official Memorial Flower of the 

VFW,' and remains so through today. Please come by our mortuary and pick 

up a Buddy Poppy to wear on Veterans Day in remembrance of and in 

gratitude to our Veterans. These Buddy Poppies were made in the United 

States by the VFW, from whom we acquired them. Our donation will go to 

the VFW for Veterans Assistance Programs. 

 

 Please stop by

On Veterans' Day, November 11, 2014, we gratefully recognize 
the contributions of our Veterans, freely given, 

for their service to our Country. 

We remember them; for, if they are ever forgotten, 
surely all will have been given in vain. 

More than ever: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

THE CUSIMANO FAMILY COLONIAL MORTUARY 
96 W. El Camino Real 

Mountain View, CA. 94040 
(650) 968-4453 

FD1041                                                                  www.cusimanocolonial.com

Adrian "Mel" Melendez
"CHIEF"

United States Army
World War II

By Kevin Forestieri

I
n an effort to get away from 
dark, dreary classrooms and 
stuffy gymnasiums, the Los 

Altos School District modern-
ized its facilities and outfitted 
them with energy-efficient fea-
tures and innovative ways to use 
daylight. Now schools in Moun-
tain View have the opportunity 
to follow suit, and got tips from 
the same architect who worked 
with the Los Altos district on 
how to make it happen.
 Lisa Gelfand works as a prin-
cipal at Gelfand Partners, a 
San Franciso-based architectural 
firm. In an Oct. 30 presentation 
to the Mountain View Whis-
man district’s Board Facilities 
Committee, Gelfand said one of 
the key ways to reduce energy 
usage and improve the classroom 
environment is to use daylight, 
but that it has to be used right in 
order to work.
 “Direct light from the sun (pro-
duces) a ton of glare and heat,” 
Gelfand said. “People tend to pull 
blinds and it becomes something 
of a problem.”
 She said that many architects 
use big sections of glass in their 
structures, which looks nice but 
doesn’t necessarily handle the 
direction of daylight. Instead, 
her firm makes sure that light 
coming into buildings has to 
“bounce” off something first, 
whether it be a bookcase or a 
wall, before reaching the people 
inside.
 “It creates diffuse, soft light 
that’s comfortable. It doesn’t 
bring in glare, it doesn’t bring in 
heat,” Gelfand said. “It gives you 
this radiant space.”
 The result is not only a more 
comfortable learning environ-
ment, but a lower electrical bill 

as well. On average, schools that 
are considered Collaborative for 
High Performance Schools — a 
building rating system similar 
to LEED — tend to spend half as 
much on energy costs compared 
with non-CHPS schools. That 
could amount to big savings for 
the district, which spends some-
where between $800,000 and 
$900,000 per year on electrical 
costs, according to committee 
member Patrick Neschleba. 
 Gelfand said kids in day-lit 
classrooms also perform better, 
and that people in general tend 
to work more effectively in build-
ings with daylight rather than 
fluorescent bulbs. She said people 
are “oriented” to like daylight, 
and her goal was to get rid of any 
dark space in the classroom.
 District board members and 
administrators wouldn’t have 
to look far to see examples of 
Gelfand’s designs in action. She 
and her firm worked on a num-
ber of schools in the Los Altos 
district, including the gym at 
Blach Intermediate School. That 
building has windows on all 
four sides that are angled based 
on the direction they’re facing: 
The south side has windows that 
face down and takes in light that 
bounces up and into the gym; 
window panels on the east and 
west sides are vertical and face 
north to avoid the glare.
 The result is that sunlight gets 
in from all sides without the glare 
that normally comes with it, 
which Gelfand said is important 
for a gym. She said it’s common 
for the upper level of gyms to 
have large open windows with 
direct sunlight at the worst pos-
sible angle for people playing 
basketball, forcing them to have 
to look directly into blinding 
light as they shoot for the basket.

Architect leads the way  
in sustainable schools
PRESENTATION SHOWS WAYS MOUNTAIN VIEW 

SCHOOL CAN ‘GO GREEN’ FOR CHEAP

PHOTO COURTESY OF GELFAND PARTNERS 

Angled windows on the Blach Gym face different directions to 
provide diffuse light inside. 
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Albin “Al” Slakis, a resident of Palo Alto and Mountain 
View and formerly of Illinois, died on October 30 in Palo 
Alto, California. He was 89. 

Al was born on July 5, 1925 in Chicago, Illinois. He 
served in the US Navy during World War II as a hospital 
corpsman. Al later graduated from the University of Illinois 
with a degree in Food Technology and worked in both the 
pharmaceutical and food industries, including Abbott 
Labs and US Army Natick Labs. After his retirement, he 
and his wife moved to Mountain View, California to be 
close to their grandchildren. 

He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Ann Slakis, and his 
children Susan (Slakis) Paul of Palo Alto and her husband 
John, his son Tom Slakis of Danbury Connecticut, and his 
two grandchildren, Emily Paul and John Michael Paul. 

A Memorial Mass in celebration of his life will be held 
on Saturday, November 8th at 11 am at St. Joseph’s Church, 
582 Hope St., Mountain View, CA 94041.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent to Catholic 
Charities of San Jose http://www.catholiccharitiesscc.org/
how-to-donate

Albin Joseph Slakis
July 5, 1925-October 30, 2014

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

“I became an ‘empty nester’ after my sons left 
for college. Through Mentor Tutor Connection I 
befriended a young girl needing a mentor. I feel 
good about my influence in her life, but am even  

more delighted with her effect on mine.” 
– AN MTC MENTOR

MentorTutorConnection.org

To register: (650) 641-2821 or
connect@mentortutorconnection.org.

OPEN HOUSE
Nov. 12 • 12:00-1:00 pm

Los Altos High School
Attendance Building Conference Room

201 Almond Ave., Los Altos

JO IN  US
AND BRING A FRIEND

 Greg Coladonato, the commit-
tee’s vice president, said the pre-
sentation was an interesting look 
into school designs that are more 
attractive and energy efficient, 
and that provide a more effec-
tive learning environment. And 
while schools could stand to save 
thousands every year on energy-
cost reductions, Coladonato said, 
the improvements wouldn’t cost 
much.
 “These are features that cost 
no or little more than the regu-
lar cost, but work much better,” 
Coladonato said.
 He said the use of daylight 
through ref lective surfaces 
would significantly cut down on 
lighting bills and have an added 
benefit on student performance. 
 Superintendent Craig Gold-
man of the Mountain View 
Whisman School District noted 
that Gelfand and her architec-
tural firm’s approach to school 
modernization and construc-
tion is “very similar” to what the 
school district and its current 
architects are already doing in 
terms of reducing utility costs 
and using natural light.
 But discussion on how to go 
above and beyond in terms of 
sustainability is limited at Moun-
tain View Whisman school 
board meetings. During the Oct. 
23 board meeting discussion on 
the new “innovation centers” at 
Crittenden and Graham middle 
schools, discussion on energy 
efficiency was limited to what 
was mandatory by the state and 
compliant with the state energy 
code.
 Discussion on sustainability 
kicked off when community 
members on the Board Facilities 
Committee specifically request-
ed “outside” sources of expertise 
on what sustainability options 
are available. Neschleba said dur-
ing a Sept. 23 committee meeting 
that there is a potential to focus 
on reducing the district’s electri-
cal spending and get the biggest 
bang for the buck with outside 
lighting.
 If things go according to plan, 
Sharon Danks, CEO of Green 
Schoolyards America, will speak 
to the facilities committee. She is 

likely to talk about ways in which 
the school district could move 
from the traditional asphalt and 
turf school yard towards “green” 
school yards.
 The doubleheader of environ-
mental speakers shows an inter-
est in green, environmentally 
sustainable and energy-efficient 
buildings, but it remains to be 
seen if that enthusiasm will be 
shared by district administrators 
and the school board.
 Board member Ellen Wheeler 
said she enjoyed the presentation 
by Gelfand and her emphasis 
on sustainability in her school 
building designs. Going forward, 
Wheeler said, she would like to 
expand the existing gardens at 
the elementary schools into more 
“robust” gardens as Measure G 
projects continue to change the 
face of Mountain View schools.
 “I think sustainability and gar-
dens go hand in hand,” Wheeler 
said.
 Vicki Moore is the executive 
director of Living Classroom 
and spearheaded the effort to 
plant edible and native gardens 
at all district elementary schools. 
She was at the facilities commit-
tee meeting and spoke on the 
importance of school gardens, 
according to Wheeler.
 Moore said the Measure G 
construction could displace the 
existing gardens at the schools, 
and that they could use the 
opportunity to expand the gar-
dens and include more space for 
native plants. She said the exist-
ing native gardens are too small 
to create a “real habitat area” and 
give the campus a “natural” area.
 “The Bubb and Huff school 
gardens are the smallest, 
although Monta Loma, Landels 
and Stevenson native gardens are 
also quite small,” she said.
 Possible upgrades could 
include outdoor seating within 
the gardens that could accom-
modate an entire class, an out-
door kitchen area, compost areas 
and greenhouses. Moore admits 
that if the district decides to 
build greenhouses or additional 
compost areas, it would need to 
find volunteers outside of Living 
Classroom to maintain it.

Saving solar  
for another day

 Many school districts are not 
ready to adopt solar power in 
their schools because of the high 
cost, but as prices drop more 
and more schools are finding it 
prudent to install solar panels 
on classrooms. Gelfand said 
the emphasis right now is to 
be “ready” for solar, and that 
means constructing buildings 
that could easily accommodate 
solar power at a later time.
 Solar ready, in this case, means 
open space on the roofs and wir-
ing for the solar panels that, if 
prices continue to decline, will 
be on the rooftops in the com-
ing years. Gelfand said schools 
could reach “zero net” energy 
usage if the buildings are efficient 
enough and renewable energy is 
enabled.
 To Wheeler, this reaffirmed 
what Goldman and the middle 
school Measure G architects were 
saying to the board all along 
— that they want to be ready 
when solar prices drop enough 
to be cost-effective. The Los 
Altos School District has also 
not installed solar panels at its 
schools, but does have solar power 
installation on the list of possible 
projects for Measure N spending.
 Unlike the two elementary 
school districts, the Mountain 
View-Los Altos Union High 
School District has poured mil-
lions of dollars into solar power, 
including a solar canopy project 
that put solar panels above the 
parking lots at both Mountain 
View and Los Altos high schools. 
The district saved an estimated 
$764,000 in energy costs as of 
October of last year, according to 
a district press release.
 Gelfand said solar power is an 
important way to incorporate 
renewable energy for schools, 
but will not have quite the strik-
ing impact of energy-efficient 
heating and ventilation, and of 
“daylighting” the buildings.
 “That’s going to have an imme-
diate effect on the kids,” Gelfand 
said. “There’s a real difference in 
how kids feel in a beautiful class-
room (as opposed to) a really, 
dark dismal one.” V

Lighting techniques show how daylight can bounce off surfaces to avoid glare and direct sunlight.
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“Family Caregiver 101”
AVENIDAS LECTURE SERIES

TOOLS FOR POSITIVE AGING

Thursday, Nov. 13th  3pm-4:30pm
Successful Caregiving

Avenidas 450 Bryant St. Palo Alto 
RSVP TO (650) 289-5400

FREE  
Interactive  
Workshop

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
We ask that you pre-register for the sessions by calling  

the telephone numbers listed according to site location.

www.bullischarterschool.com
Open enrollment ends January 30, 2015

Now Enrolling Grades K-8

AAD

Grades: K-5
Date: Nov. 12, Wed.
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: BCS MPR

What Makes 
BCS Unique?
• All students benefit from an  

integrated S.T.E.A.M. curriculum  
with access to the MakerSpace  
and FabLab

• All students have measurable Focused Learning 
Goals based on their unique needs

• All students participate in BCS’s nationally-recognized 
visual and performing arts classes

• All students learn from BCS’s extraordinary teachers 
in homeroom, art, drama, PE, music, and elective 
classes

PARENT
INFO
NIGHT

A CALIFORNIA
PUBLIC SCHOOL

By Daniel DeBolt

W
hile the Neighbor-
hood Empowerment 
Coalition continues 

to independently spend money 
on mailers in the Mountain 
View City Council election, the 
group has also spent $30,500 on 
a mailer attacking water district 
incumbent Brian Schmidt.
  In his campaign to oust 
Schmidt from his seat on the 
Santa Clara Valley Water Dis-
trict board, Gary Kremen got 
some help from the NEC with a 
$30,500 talking mailer. It attacks 
Schmidt’s support for “potable 
reuse” — cleaning recycled water 
to drinking water standards — in 
order to help conserve potable 
water from other sources. 
 “Brian Schmidt wants my 
family to drink water from the 
toilet?” says a woman’s voice that 
plays from the audio card, add-
ing: “Say no to toilet water; say 
no to Brian Schmidt.” It reads in 
part, “EWWW!” 
 In a response he posted on You-
Tube, Schmidt claims that Kre-
men also supports potable reuse, 
though not publicly. He points 
out that potable reuse is already 
in practice on the International 
Space Station. “This is astronaut 
water we are talking about, if it 
is healthy enough for them, it is 
healthy enough for us.”
 “I disavow the mailing and 
people who mail it,” Kremen 
wrote in a Facebook post. “In 
fact it mistakes my clear position 
(on) reuse.”
 Kremen, the founder of sex.
com and Match.com, has spent 
more on his campaign than any 
other water board candidate in 
memory — over $397,993 as of 
Oct. 18 — to take over Schmidt’s 
post representing residents of 
District 7, which encompasses 

Mountain View. Schmidt has 
spent a more typical sum: $17,229. 
 In its latest available campaign 
finance report, dated Oct. 18, the 
NEC reported spending a total of 
$210,661, most of it in the water 
district and Mountain View coun-
cil races. In addition to the $30,500 
toilet water mailer, another $5,000 
was reportedly spent on Kremen 
by the NEC for “consulting.” 
 The NEC appears to have been 
created primarily as a way to help 
special interests anonymously 
funnel money into the Mountain 
View council election, enabled by 
the 2010 Supreme Court decision 
known as Citizens United, which 
the Mountain View City Council 
opposed in a 2012 resolution.
 The NEC counts landlords 
and PG&E as the only funders 
that have a well-known interest 
in Mountain View, among many 
others that do not appear to have 
a local interest. It lists Long Beach 
campaign finance attorney Gary 
Crummit as its only member, 
although it claims on its website 
that it is a coalition of commu-
nity members. It has spent at 
least $83,000 on this year’s City 
Council race between Oct. 7 and 
Oct. 25, backing a trio of council 
candidates: Ken Rosenberg, Pat 
Showalter and Ellen Kamei. 
 The NEC sent out a total of 
six mailers in support of Rosen-
berg, spending $34,748. Another 
$22,455 was spent on five mailers 
backing Showalter, and another 
five mailers supported Kamei at 
a total cost of $26,192. 
 The NEC lists several funders 
previously unreported by the  
Voice: Steven Humphreys, a Por-
tola Valley resident and CEO 
of Upstart Mobile, contributed 
$20,000; Carlsbad attorney Tim-
othy Dillon contributed $20,000; 
and another $25,000 came from 
the Pharmaceutical Research 

and Manufacturers of America. 
As previously reported, other 
funders of the NEC include 
several Indian tribes, unions rep-
resenting iron workers and ship 
builders, a DMV software con-
tractor, PG&E, and the California 
Apartment Association (CAA), 
which represents landlords.
 A deeper look at the CAA’s 
political action funders finds 
significant contributions from 
Prometheus Real Estate Group, 
which owns at least four large 
apartment complexes in Moun-
tain View and is set to build others 
at 100 Moffett Blvd. and 1720 El 
Camino Real. Among many oth-
ers there are also contributions 
from Archstone Communities, 
LLC, which proposed 333 apart-
ments for 870 El Camino Real.
 All of the outside money in this 
year’s election has spurred several 
residents, including Christopher 
Chiang and David Lewis, to 
call for supporting a new state 
law requiring that the top three 
funders of a mailer be disclosed 
on the mailer itself to help prevent 
the rise of “dark money” in elec-
tions. Senate Bill 52, the “Disclose 
Act,” was drafted by state Sen. 
Jerry Hill and reportedly died in 
the state Assembly over the sum-
mer after passing the Senate. 
 The California Association of 
Realtors has also started spend-
ing money on council candidates 
in final weeks, making direct 
contributions to council can-
didate campaigns. Rosenberg 
reported $1,000 from CAR, while 
Kamei and Lisa Matichak each 
reported $500 contributions. 
 All City Council candidates 
have agreed to the city’s voluntary 
spending limit of $22,689 for 
their own campaigns and have 
stayed under it, as of Oct. 31. 

Email Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

NEC finances ‘toilet water’ attack 
ad in Water District race

PAULINE AUGUSTINE 
SOUFFRONT

 Pauline Augustine Souffront, 
a Mountain View resident, 
died Oct. 29 at Mountain View 
Healthcare Center with her 
family by her side. She was 94.
 Born on Dec. 1, 1919 to 
Beatrice and Eustace Durant 
on Peter Island in the British 
Virgin Islands, she was the 
oldest of 12 children. She left 
school early to help the fam-
ily, and lived and worked on 
Tortola. She married Louis J. 
Souffront and left the island 
for St. Thomas, Virgin Islands  
where she raised a family 

of three chil-
dren — Lou-
is, Carmelite 
and Roy. Her 
home became 
a sanctuary 
not only for 
family mem-
bers but also 
for strangers 
who needed help, her family 
said.
 An exceptional cook, Pauline 
was known on St. Thomas for 
her baked ham and turkeys, 
fruit cakes, sweet breads, tarts 
and Vienna cakes, her family 
said. 
 In 1979, Pauline came to 

Mountain View to visit her 
daughter and decided to make 
her home there. Soon after, 
she was joined by her son 
and his family. Pauline was 
a doting grandmother to her 
14 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren, her fam-
ily said. 
 She became active in her 
Anglican Church community 
and worked at the after-school 
program. She later joined the 
Peninsula Bible Church com-
munity where she made many 
good friends. 
 Local services have been held, 
and the burial will take place in 
her native Virgin Islands.

O B I T U A R Y

Pauline 
Souffront
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a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m.

Saturday Services: Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Study Groups: 10-11 a.m.

Pastor Kenny Fraser, B.A.M. DIV
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View - Office Hrs. M-F 9am-1pm 

www.mtviewda.adventistfaith.org  Phone: 650-967-2189

Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All 

Children’s Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:10  Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012

www.losaltoslutheran.org

LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
Please call 
Blanca Yoc

at 650-223-6596
or email  

byoc@paweekly.com

reserve fund, and whether that 
money could go into programs 
or teacher salaries.
 Despite the loss, Coladonato 

said he wants to continue to 
stay involved with the local 
school district.
 “I look forward to work-
ing with trustee Wheeler and 
Palmer over the next four 
years,” Coladonato said. “I want 

to focus on influencing policy 
in a positive direction now.”
 Palmer and Mirza were not 
immediately available for com-
ment.

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

VOTE
 Continued from page 5

by Kevin Forestieri

T
he Los Altos School Dis-
trict had a lot of potential 
for new faces in the lead-

ership arena and big changes 
this election, with three seats 
on the school board up for elec-
tion and only one incumbent 
running.
 As of Wednesday morning, 
incumbent Tamara Logan held 
onto her seat with 25.1 percent 
of the vote, followed by chal-
lenger Sangeeth Peruri at 23 
percent. Vying for the third 
open seat in a race too close to 
call are John Swan, with 17.6 
percent of the vote; Vladimir 
Ivanovic, with 17.4 percent of 
the vote and about 30 votes 
away from Swan; and Martha 
McClatchie, with 17 percent of 
the vote and fewer than 90 votes 
behind Ivanovic.
 Logan, who spent election 
night at First and Main Sports 
Lounge in Los Altos, said she 
was happy with the results but 
that the victory celebrations 
were dampened as Measure N, 
the Los Altos district’s school 
bond measure, struggled to get 
the 55 percent voter approval 
needed to pass. “The (celebra-
tion) was tempered somewhat 
because we’re not sure which 
way it will go,” Logan said.
 The election was much more 
competitive than previous 
school board races, Logan said, 
adding that she had to run a 
busy campaign for months. 
 As the only incumbent, Logan 

said her success in the election 
showed that district residents 
want to see the schools con-
tinue their success. “More and 
more students are coming in,” 
she said. “We have a great set of 
schools.”
 Going into election season, 
the school board worked out a 
five-year agreement that would 
settle a number of long-stand-
ing disputes between the dis-
trict and Bullis Charter School, 
including school enrollment 
projections, shared use of facili-
ties and an end to litigation 

between both parties.
 Peruri, a Covington parent, 
frequently attends school board 
meetings and speaks up during 
public comments. He was one 
of the many community mem-
bers who spoke in favor of pre-
serving Rosita and McKenzie 
parks in Los Altos, rather than 
considering them as possible 
sites for a new school.
 Peruri said he has spent an 
“immense” amount of time 
working with the district, and 
that he’ll continue to do that in 
a different capacity as a school 
board member.
 Peruri was endorsed by cur-

rent board member Doug Smith, 
the Huttlinger Alliance for Edu-
cation and Friends of Los Altos.
 John Swan, dubbed by many 
as a “BCS” candidate, was one 
of the first families to enroll his 
kids at Bullis Charter School a 
decade ago. He took part in the 
task force that made recom-
mendations for how to accom-
modate student enrollment 
growth, which is a key issue 
for the school district and the 
rationale behind Measure N. 
Both Smith and the Huttlinger 
Alliance encouraged voters not 

to choose Swan.
 McClatchie, who spoke at the 
election night event hosted by 
KMVT, said she went door-to-
door during the election season 
and talked about school district 
issues, including the proposed 
Measure N school bond. She 
also said she met with the 
Mountain View and Los Altos 
city councils, and said it was 
important to foster a good rela-
tionship with both if the district 
wants to pursue a new school 
site, particularly for a campus 
north of El Camino Real.

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

Logan, Peruri win in LASD election
RACE FOR THIRD SEAT TOO CLOSE TO CALL

Celebrations were dampened as Measure N, 
the Los Altos district’s school bond measure, 

struggled to get the 55 percent voter 
approval needed to pass.
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with 10.7 percent, Ellen Kamei 
with 10.3 percent, Margaret 
Capriles with 9.9 percent, Mer-
cedes Salem at 6.8 percent, and 
Jim Neal with 6.3 percent. 
 The city’s growing jobs-hous-
ing imbalance was a key issue 
in the election, and Showal-
ter, Rosenberg and Siegel were 
among those who promised the 
most aggressive measures to 
close that gap in an effort to pre-
serve the city’s affordability and 
diverse character.
 Siegel led the charge as founder 
of the Campaign for a Balanced 
Mountain View earlier this year, 
and benefited from the name 
recognition his activism has cre-
ated since he moved here in the 
the 1970s. That has included his 
job running the nonprofit that 
oversees toxic cleanup efforts 
in Mountain View, and efforts 
to save Hangar One at Moffett 

Field and to stop cargo flights 
at Moffett in the 1990s. He also 
spearheaded two failed efforts 
to bring rent control to the city 
decades ago, and was an antiwar 
activist with the local group 
Voices for Peace. 
 “Some of the candidates had 

slogans about preserving neigh-
borhoods, but to me that was just 
verbiage,” Siegel said, addressing 
the group of supporters and 
neighbors that packed his home 
in the Old Mountain View neigh-
borhood Tuesday night.
 As a council member, he said, 
he would call on the jobs-rich cit-
ies in the area to form a regional 
body to address the area’s jobs-
housing imbalance. He criti-
cized candidates who seemed to 
be saying that Mountain View 
employees need to live in San 
Jose. “How can anybody trust us 
if we don’t put our own house in 
order?” he said. 
 “If Pat, myself and Lenny are 
elected, I suspect we’re going 
to see big changes in Mountain 
View,” said Rosenberg at Tues-
day’s election night gathering 
at KMVT. It will mean that 
residents of Mountain View are 
looking forward to progressive 
changes, he said.
 Rosenberg, a financial adviser 
and member of the city’s human 
relations commission, called out 
the current council for “approv-
ing lots of office space, or in 
other words, jobs, and not many 
homes. Essentially what they are 
saying is, ‘We welcome you to 
work in Mountain View but not 
live in Mountain View.’”
 When asked about what the 
results meant, Matichak said, “I 
think that things have changed 
in Mountain View and big mon-
ey and corporations have a lot of 
influence.” 
 Rosenberg and Showalter were 
supported by independent spend-
ing linked to landlord groups, 
though Siegel spent little more 
than $12,000, raised mostly from 
individual donations. Little or 
none of Siegel’s funding came 
from the real estate interest 
groups that contributed to the 
campaigns of Capriles, Matichak, 
Kamei, Showalter and Rosenberg. 
Rosenberg got the biggest boost in 
support with $25,000 in indepen-
dent funding from the National 
Association of Realtors.  
 Election results could change 
over the next two weeks as 
100,000 to 120,000 provisional 

COUNCIL VOTE
 Continued from page 1

Lenny Siegel is congratulated by Ed Brennan at Siegel’s election 
night party. 
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El Camino Hospital and the Palo Alto Medical Foundation have created MEET & MOVE,  

a “walk and talk” program for adult caregivers in Mountain View, Los Altos, Sunnyvale and 

Cupertino. Improve your fitness level while connecting with other caregivers.

• Join for free, and schedule walks at your convenience

• Meet walking buddies who are caregivers like you

• Set realistic fitness goals and monitor your progress

• Improve your health, increase your energy and feel better

• Receive a free Fitbit to help track your progress

Sign up now to attend an orientation meeting on November 5, 6, 18, 20 or December 2. 

For more information or to register, contact the PAMF Innovation Center at (650) 934-3556 

or go online to elcaminohospital.org/meetandmove

Take a stroll with someone who’s walked in your shoes.

Join Meet & Move – A Walking Buddy Program  

Just for Caregivers

We Care About Caregivers.

Teaching Piano to Generations  
of Children and Adults

We Offer 4 Programs:
Habits: Beginning
Players: Intermediate
Mastery:  Competition and  

Performance
Adults: Private lessons, pay as you go

Call us today to schedule an orientation!

650. 292.0573  
or info@peerymusic.com

 
221 Bryant Avenue, Mountain View 

www.peerymusic.com

Follow us on Twitter
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and mail ballots are verified and 
counted in Santa Clara County, 
on top of the 235,000 already 
counted, said Shannon Buchey, 
registrar of voters. 

“Quite a few people will be 
waiting for results in many races 
as we process results for the next 
couple of weeks,” Buchey said. 
Results would be updated every 
day at 5 p.m., she said.

Matichak didn’t want to con-
cede the election, but said on 
Wednesday, “I don’t expect the 
results to change.” Siegel, lead-
ing by 408 votes on Wednesday, 
said he didn’t expect results to 
change either after seeing a clear 
trend as results came in from all 
over the city.

Showalter, an engineer for the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
and a city planning commis-
sioner for most of the 1990s, said 
what made the election unique 
and important is “the strong 
desire to open North Bayshore 
to housing. There’s just been this 
groundswell of interest in the 
community.” 

The possibility of allowing as 
many as 5,000 homes to be built 
in the Google-dominated office 
park north of Highway 101 was 
the key issue of discussion dur-
ing the race. It was a concept 
supported by Siegel, Rosenberg, 
Showalter, Unangst and Neal, 
and opposed by the other four 
candidates.

The election appears to be a 
dramatic change as the three out-
going council members who had 
led the four-member majority 
opposed to a new neighborhood 
around Google headquarters in 
2012 will be replaced by three 
new members who support the 
idea. It looks as though there 
will be six out of seven council 
members who favor housing in 
North Bayshore. 

Siegel said earlier that if he 
was elected, he would call on the 
current City Council to halt its 
efforts to approve precise plans 
by year’s end that will guide 
development for North Bayshore 

and the San Antonio area, and 
call on the council to allow the 
new council members to take on 
those plans. The North Bayshore 
precise plan includes allowing 3.4 
million square feet of new office 
development in North Bayshore, 
bringing as many as 20,000 jobs, 
but no housing. In the precise 
plan for the San Antonio shop-
ping center area, council mem-
bers recently backed away from 
plans to prioritize housing and 
are now set to create office space 
for more jobs than homes.
 Unangst said the election could 
mean Mountain View is embrac-
ing a more urban future.
 Mountain View is “in a tran-
sition from a more suburban 
place to a more urban place and 
a lot of people are having a hard 
time letting go,” Unangst said. 
“I think this election will deter-
mine how quickly we move in 
that direction.”
 Matichak said she wasn’t sure 
that voters wanted that.
 “A lot of folks are very con-
cerned about the pace of growth 
in Mountain View and wanted 
to slow it down, so I’m not sure 
they are all supportive of hous-
ing in North Bayshore because 
that would imply more growth,” 
Matichak said. She said residents 
were concerned about growth 
in North Bayshore even though 
it is out of sight and north of 
Highway 101. “You still have 
an impact no matter where the 
growth occurs,” she said. 
 Kamei, Salem, Matichak and 
Capriles opposed housing in 
North Bayshore during the elec-
tion, saying, among other things, 
that there isn’t enough infra-
structure in that area to sup-
port a neighborhood, such as a 
school, transportation options to 
reduce traffic and a grocery store. 
Unangst said it was a “chicken 
and egg” problem because those 
things would come with or after 
housing development. 
 About 8,200 ballots have been 
accounted for so far with votes 
on Mountain View issues in the 

election, though there are just 
over 30,000 registered voters 
listed in the city.
 Capriles said in an email, “The 
disappointing concern I have 
about the election was the very 
low turnout. From my perspective 
this meant that the voters were 1) 
overwhelmed by the number of 
candidates and didn’t have the 
opportunity to really get to know 
them personally or 2) not inter-
ested in the one issue of housing 
that permeated the campaign.”
 Siegel noted that Unangst, the 
only candidate in favor of rent 
control, came in fifth.
 “I don’t think enough renters 
voted to put him into office, but 
I think he’s got a future in Moun-
tain View politics,” Siegel said. 
“He might have been elected if I 
hadn’t run.”
 Salem conceded the race, say-
ing she was grateful for the sup-
port she did get. 
 “I was the newcomer and I 
came out of nowhere. The people 
who have won have been work-
ing for a better Mountain View 
for decades,” she said. “I plan to 
stay involved in Mountain View 
politics and in the Mountain 
View community, definitely.”
 “I think that the results indi-
cate that the residents of Moun-
tain View are now ready for far 
more high-density housing,” Neal 
wrote in an email. “Over time we 
will see less single family homes 
and more high-rise apartments 
and condominiums as Moun-
tain View moves in a direction 
to accommodate all the people 
that want to work and live here.  
The demographics of Mountain 
View have changed rapidly in 
the last few years as people have 
relocated here that have lived in 
higher density urban areas, so it 
is not entirely unexpected that the 
residents voted to move towards 
more density and urbanization 
by electing Pat Showalter, Lenny 
Siegel, and Ken Rosenberg.”

Email Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com
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Enroll Today!

Ken Rosenberg receives congratulations as voting results begin to come in on election night.
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SALES GALLERY OPENS 

NOVEMBER 8TH

BRAND NEW HOMES.
 A MOUNTAIN VIEW ADDRESS. 

Be one of the first to get all the details on phase one pre-sale 
opportunities at William Lyon Homes’ Guild Thirty-Three. Tomorrow 

is the perfect day to visit the Sales Gallery to learn what floorplans 
will be released, per plan pricing, how to pre-qualify and what 

personalizing options and upgrades will be available. Guild Thirty-
Three is a very limited offering of just 33 new attached homes in 

coveted Mountain View. Phase one pre-sales will start soon and an 
early visit to the Sales Gallery is a must for buyers eager to purchase 

before the 2015 model opening.
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Girls. Softball.  
It’s all we do. Since 1972.

GIRLS SOFTBALL
SIGN UP TODAY!

WWW.MVLAGS.ORG

The City of  Mountain View  
invites you to the
Grand Opening  
& Dedication of

November 14, 2014
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

263 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View

RSVP at www.theviewgrandopening.eventbrite.com

The View Teen Center will be open to  
Mountain View 6th-12th grade students. 

This 6000+ sq. ft. facility is the home of a    multi-purpose room, 
game room, full kitchen, lounge, computer room, outdoor patio, and     
outdoor field. The facility will host a variety of teen programming, 

including recreational games and activities, classes, special events, 
workshops, educational resources, and more.

For more information, please call the Recreation Office at (650) 903-6331 
or visit www.mountainview.gov/theviewteencenter

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mountainviewrecreation

5:15 p.m. - Dedication Ceremony, followed  
by Community photograph

5:45-7:00 p.m. - Reception, Demos, and more!

doing environmental nonprofit 
work,” he said. 

In a race that no one would 
have predicted to be so conten-
tious, both candidates said the 
personal nature of the attacks 
was wounding and detracted 
from the issues.

“It’s been brutal,” Kremen said 
on Tuesday night. “I guess I’m 
an idiot to do this. All I wanted 
was to do something about the 
drought and about water. I didn’t 
think it would get so personal 
with all of the campaign finance 
stuff. I got pummeled.”

He reiterated on Wednes-
day that it wasn’t the kind of 
campaign he expected, and its 
negative nature dissuades people 
from public service, he said.

“That makes me sad. Water is 
too important,” he said.

The huge discrepancy in cam-
paign funding between the two 
candidates made headlines.

Kremen, a serial entrepreneur, 
outspent Schmidt 22 to 1 during 
the race. As of Oct. 18, Kremen 
had spent $397,993 to Schmidt’s 
$17,229. Kremen’s campaign was 
almost entirely self-funded.

Schmidt predicted that big 
money will play an increasing 
role in special-district races.

“I think it’s a significant prob-
lem,” he said. That amount of 
money detracts from voters get-
ting a fair representation of the 
issues and amplifies the impact of 
misleading messages, he added.

“It’s not going to be the last 
time, especially as we see an 
increase in (economic) inequal-
ity,” he said.

 Campaign spending is par-
ticularly bad for special districts 
because they don’t have the 
spending limits seen in some 
other races, such as for county 
supervisor, he said. A month ago, 
Schmidt submitted a request for 
the board to look at spending 
limits and at the best models it 
could implement.
 Schmidt said he is proud of 
the campaign he ran and of his 
wife, who served as his campaign 
manager, and of his volunteers.
 “I’m proud of what I did, run-
ning it to a near draw while being 
outspent 22-to-1,” he said.
 But he didn’t entirely blame 
losing the election on money. 
Low voter turnout meant that 
about half as many people cast 
ballots for the race as when he 
ran four years ago. And he would 
not choose to put a maximum 
cap of $500 on legal contribu-
tions to his campaign. He could 
have done another mailing with 
the extra money, he said.

 “I wish I had more time to do 
more outreach,” he added.
 Schmidt, an environmental 
attorney, served on the board 
since 2010 and is its current vice 
president.
 Kremen, board president of 
the Purissima Hills Water Dis-
trict in Los Altos Hills, said on 
Wednesday that he will focus on 
four main issues: making sure 
the water district is fully support-
ive of getting San Francisquito 
Creek fixed in a way that serves 
all constituents; creating a short, 
medium and long-term plan 
for the drought and securing a 
stable water supply; working to 
make the California State Water 
Project tax fair to districts that 
don’t get any benefits and receive 
equity; and bringing business 
sense and innovation to the 
board’s $4 million budget.
 “I want to thank my opponent 
for his service,” Kremen said.

Email Sue Dremann at 
sdremann@paweekly.com

WATER DISTRICT
 Continued from page 5

MICHELLE LE

Incumbent Brian Schmidt and his wife Karen Coppock check their 
phones for election results at KMVT.

hospital takes care of patients 
before and after they enter the 
hospital, rather than just provid-
ing a bed and a procedure.
 Reeder spent the election night 
in Maui on vacation with his 
wife, which gave him a few extra 
hours to watch election results, 
as the time diffence makes it 
two hours earlier in Hawaii. He 
said he and his wife’s plan was to 
campaign as much as they could 
up front, and relax during the 
last week of the election, when 
most people have either voted or 
decided how they will vote.
 Reflecting on the results, Reed-
er said it’s hard to control or 
anticipate the election results 
and all the variables involved, 
but that he was happy to see he 
was in the lead. He said people 
are willing to vote him in again 
after serving on the board for 16 
years because of the way district 
residents see the hospital.
 “The community really appre-

ciates El Camino Hospital,” 
Reeder said.
 Abe-Koga, the only Mountain 
View resident in the race, is a 
two-term City Council mem-
ber stepping down this fall due 
to term limits. She advocated 
for improved accessibility and 
affordability of care as well as 
good hospital governance, but 
ultimately fell short of the other 
candidates.
 At an election party at Steins 
Beer Garden and Restaurant, 
Abe-Koga said she worked hard 
on her campaign, and told 
attendees that serving on city 
council has been a “great experi-
ence.”
  During her time on the coun-
cil, Abe-Koga served on the 
Local Area Formation Commis-
sion (LAFCo) and did a service 
review for the health care dis-
trict. The review found that the 
health care district lacked trans-
parency and accountability in its 
role and in how it maintained 
independence from the hospital 
corporation.

 Board members oversee the 
El Camino Healthcare District, 
which comprises Mountain 
View, Los Altos and Los Altos 
Hills, as well as parts of Sunny-
vale, Palo Alto and Cuper-
tino. It’s a separate entity from 
the hospital corporation, and 
receives tax dollars from district 
residents. The money is used to 
invest in the hospital, and a por-
tion of the money goes back into 
the community through a com-
munity benefit program.
 Health care district board 
members have a great deal of 
clout over how the hospital oper-
ates, as every member of the El 
Camino Healthcare District also 
serves on the El Camino Hospital 
corporation board. This “dual 
board” structure has been the 
target of critics who say there is a 
conflict of interest in serving on 
both boards, and similar health 
care districts in the Bay Area 
have opted to relinquish control 
over district hospitals.

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

EL CAMINO BOARD
 Continued from page 5



instead relied on everyone to 
pitch in with all the groundwork.
 Walter said she thinks her 
success this election comes from 
both because of her past experi-
ence and her effective campaign 
effort.
 “I hope it’s because of both my 
experience on the (Mountain 
View Whisman) school board as 
well as the successful campaign,” 
Walter said.
 In an email, Torok said she 
was happy to be in the top three 
and was hopeful that the results 
would hold beyond Tuesday 
night. She said it would be an 
honor to serve another term 
advocating for students.
 “MVLA high schools are in the 
top in the nation and I am hope-
ful that I can continue to be a 
part of that success,” Torok said.
 Mitchner said he did not plan 
to spend the election night at a 

party or event. Instead, he spent 
election night collecting lawn 
signs and going out to dinner 
with his wife, who helped him 
“a ton” during the campaign. 
He said the campaign was all-

encompassing for two to three 
months straight, and he spent 
time walking precincts and talk-
ing to residents.
 Following the election results, 
Mitchner said he was thrilled to 

receive the support of the com-
munity and continue to work 
with the district.
 “People are pleased with their 
schools and the direction with 
which they’re going,” Mitchner 
said.
 Bunnett said it was great to 
get to know all the candidates, 
and that she felt the winners this 
election would do a good job 
serving on the board. She said 
the seven candidates running 
for school board race put extra 
attention on the school board 
and their role in local schools, 
which she believes is a positive 
thing.
 “People understand how 
important the (school) board 
race is,” Bunnett said.
 Despite the loss to the incum-
bents, Bunnett said will continue 
to stay engaged with the school 
board, and would be willing to 
try again when seats are up for 
re-election.
 The election was one of only 

two contested elections the dis-
trict has had since the 1990s. 
Incumbent Judy Hannemann 
announced her retirement and 
did not run for re-election, 
giving the board an open seat. 
Hannemann endorsed Dave, a 
fellow Mountain View Rotary 
Club member, as her choice to 
replace her on the board.
 Some candidates, like for-
mer CEO Doug Moore and 
Yahoo executive Kevin Kramer, 
said that they would take a 
more active role on the school 
board. Moore in particular 
said the board acted as a rub-
ber stamp for Superintendent 
Barry Groves, and wanted to 
see a big turnover in the elec-
tion. Although Kramer and 
Moore both attended candidate 
forums, neither of them raised 
or spent more than $1,000 in 
the election, and neither had a 
campaign website.

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com
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Fiona Walter accepts a congratulatory hug at an election night party at 
Steins Beer Garden in Mountain View. 
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Stanford Primary Care specializes in you.  

We offer adult, child, and senior primary care, as well as programs customized to fit your lifestyle— 
now in your neighborhood.

Stanford Primary Care offers:
• Expert medical attention and care for everyone  

in the family
• Medical care for chronic conditions

• Compassionate senior care and caregiver resources
• Online and telephone visits available

Stanford Health Center at Los Altos hours:  
Monday–Friday, 8:00am–5:00pm. For more information, please call 650.498.9000 or visit us  
online at stanfordhealthcare.org/primarycare.

Stanford Health Center at Los Altos

960 N. San Antonio Road, Suite 101
Los Altos, CA 94022

Stanford Health Center 
at Los Altos

JUST O
PENED

HOUSING UP FOR  
COUNCIL VOTE 
 The City Council is set to 
vote next week on a pair of 
housing projects that could 
add 87 homes to the city’s for-
sale housing market. The items 
are on the agenda for  a special 
meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 
12.
 The council is scheduled to 
take the final vote on a 52-unit, 
four-story condo project with 
underground parking that is 
proposed to replace Harv’s car 
wash on a 1-acre site at El Cami-
no Real and El Monte Avenue. 
 A housing project at 450 N. 
Whisman Road is also up for 
a vote; an earlier 69-unit itera-
tion of the project died in 2007 
after conflict with neighbors 
over three-story heights. The 
“Hawthorne Park” develop-
ment would go in along the 
Hetch Hetchy trail and would 
include 37, two-story row hous-
es on 6.4 acres.  
 The meeting may begin with 
a study session at 5 p.m. in the 
plaza conference room at 500 
Castro St. The agenda also 
includes a review of a four-unit 
housing project proposed to 
replace a single-family home at 
858 Sierra Vista Ave. 

— Daniel DeBolt 

C O U N C I L B R I E F

Today’s local news 

and hot picks

Sign up today at  

MountainViewOnline.com
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By Elizabeth Schwyzer

I
t’s no secret that San Fran-
cisco in the mid-1960s was 
a hub of counterculture. Yet 

the flower children of Haight-
Ashbury were just one expres-
sion of a massive shift in Ameri-
can society. Out of that same era 
emerged many forms of creative 
expression that had hitherto 
been virtually invisible to the 
American mainstream — among 
them the Hispanic arts. 
 In 1966, a group of artists began 
to offer flamenco performances 
in San Francisco. They were the 
first American company to stage 
full productions of Spanish dance 
in the U.S. They called them-
selves Theatre Flamenco. Today, 
the company is one of the oldest 
dance troupes in California. On 
Saturday, Nov. 8, Theatre Fla-
menco comes to Mountain View. 
 Their latest show is “Solo Fla-
menco,” a production that draws 
together some of the best-known 
flamenco dancers (“bailaores” 
and “bailaoras”), singers (“can-
taores”) and guitar players 
(“tocaores”) from the U.S. and 
Spain. Artistic Director Carola 
Zertuche, who also dances in 

the production, explained that 
though flamenco originates in the 
gypsy culture of Andalusia, it is 
an art form that speaks to artists 
and audiences across the world. 
 Born and raised in Guadala-
jara, Mexico, Zertuche studied 
flamenco in Mexico City and in 
Spain and toured internationally 
before settling in San Francisco 
and taking the helm of Theatre 
Flamenco in 2007.
 “Flamenco is a very strong art 
form — it’s emotional and per-
sonal — so even if people don’t 
understand the lyrics of the songs, 
they feel the language of the music 
and the dance,” she said.
 In selecting artists from across 
the world to collaborate on a 
single production, Zertuche has 
relied on new technology: Digital 
video footage helps dancers see 
the choreography and helps musi-
cians know how to complement 
the energy and expression of the 
dancers. Real-time video confer-
encing lets Zertuche talk with the 
cast across oceans and time zones.
 “That’s the good thing about 
this era,” she noted, adding that 
though there is a lot to coordinate 
in advance, flamenco also relies 
on improvisation, and each artist 

will be given the space to respond 
spontaneously in the moment.
 The name of the show, “Solo 
Flamenco,” indicates Zertuche’s 
focus on traditional flamenco as 
well as her vision of presenting 
each dancer in the show as a solo 
artist. The lineup of international 
talent is one of the most extensive 
Theatre Flamenco has yet pre-
sented. Among the performers 
Zertuche will bring to the Penin-
sula is internationally celebrated 
Sevillan dancer Manuela Ríos, 
who is also Zertuche’s former 
flamenco teacher and one of her 
artistic role models.
 “To me, she is the best repre-
sentation of a female flamenco 
dancer,” said Zertuche of Ríos. 
“She is super-feminine; she’s 
strong and she’s very expres-
sive. When she dances, you can 
tell she’s telling you a story. She 
stands on the stage, and her 
presence is so strong that you get 
goosebumps — and she hasn’t 
even moved.”
 Joining Ríos and Zertuche 
onstage will be performer, cho-
reographer and teacher Alfonso 
Losa, whom Zertuche describes 

Right: 
Carola 

Zertuche is 
the artistic 

director 
of Theatre 
Flamenco. 

Below: 
Alfonso 

Losa

Found in 
translation
THEATRE FLAMENCO SPEAKS THE 
INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE OF DANCE

COURTESY THEATRE FLAMENCO 

 See FLAMENCO, page 21
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Many factors go into choosing a Medicare Advantage 

Plan that’s right for you—from your health and lifestyle to 

personal financial considerations. University Health Care 

Advantage (UHCA) off ers Santa Clara County residents 

an integrated and seamless health care experience from 

world-class Stanford Medicine and its aff iliated provider 

network. 

We off er all the coverage of Original Medicare plus 

additional features and benefits. From routine check-ups 

to complex care, with UHCA you get: 

• Advanced clinical care, research and technology

• Access to over 200 primary care physicians and 

 over 2100 specialists

• Preferred dental and vision coverage

• Member Care Specialists for one-on-one guidance

•  MyHealth—Secure, anytime online access to your  

health information and appointments.*

For more information, please contact: 

1-855-996-UHCA (8422)
www.UHCAmedicare.org 
Enrollment runs October 15–December 7, 2014

University Health Care Advantage (UHCA) has a contract 

with Medicare to off er an HMO plan. You must reside in 

Santa Clara County, California to enroll. Enrollment in 

the University Health Care Advantage plan depends on 

contract renewal. 

The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not 

a complete description of benefits. For more information, 

contact UHCA. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider 

network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may 

change on January 1 of each year. Other providers are 

available in our network. This information is available for 

free in other languages.

To speak with a UHCA representative, please call 

1-855-996-UHCA (8422)/TTY Users: 711, 8am–8pm, 

seven days a week.

University Health Care Advantage

Advancing Health with Trusted Care.

Let’s

Talk

*Where available.  H2986_MM_054 Accepted 2015



as “an elegant” dancer with 
exquisite footwork,” and Cristina 
Hall, a San Francisco native now 
based in Spain who’s a regular 
Theatre Flamenco collaborator.
 In addition to the world-class 
cast of dancers, Zertuche is 
bringing to the Bay Area Ismael 
Fernández and José Méndez, 
singers from two of Spain’s 
most famous flamenco families. 
Fernández is the nephew of Cur-
ro Fernández, a patriarch of a fla-
menco dynasty in Seville, while 
Mendez hails from the legendary 
Mendez clan of Gypsy flamenco 
singers from Jerez de la Frontera. 
They will be joined by guitarist 
José Luis Rodríguéz, who is con-
sidered one of the best flamenco 
musicians and composers of his 
generation. Zertuche spoke in 
glowing terms about Rodriguez’s 
contribution to the show.
 “I have been working with 
him for three years, and every 
time he plays a note it’s like you 
want to cry,” she said, adding that 
Rodríguéz also has an unusual 
ability to interpret a dancer’s 
movements and deliver just the 
right musical tone. 
 “As a dancer, when you have 
that support you feel like fly-
ing,” she said, struggling to find 
the right word in English before 
resorting to her native language. 
“The word in Spanish is ‘arro-
pado,’ or blanketed, like when 
you pull up the covers in bed.”
 That sensation of being sur-
rounded by the music — or filled 

with it — has a special term in 
flamenco: “duende.” Ask a fla-
menco artist to define the word, 
and you’ll get poetic descriptions 
of connection and focus, a sense 
of soaring or oneness of spirit.
 “Duende is a magic that hap-
pens on the stage,” Zertuche said. 
“It’s when you feel something 
you’ve never felt before. You are 
there in your own world with 
the music and the singing, and 
then when you finish it’s like you 
come back to reality.”
 Flamenco audience members 
report a comparable experience 
of being transported — it’s one 
of the reasons spectators often 
cry “Olé!” in the midst of a per-
formance.
 According to Theatre Flamen-
co’s board president and former 
artistic director Miguel Santos, 
who at 89 years old remains inti-
mately involved in the company, 

duende isn’t limited to flamenco.
 “Duende is experienced by all 
kinds of artists,” he said. “It’s a 
deep feeling that comes from the 
soul.”
 Santos has been with Theatre 
Flamenco since 1968, two years 
after its inception. He spoke of 
his performing career, when he 
toured internationally, danced 
in films and even performed in 
Spain for then-dictator Francisco 
Franco (“They told us to stop 
dancing when he walked into 
the room, so that’s what we did,” 
Santos recalled).
 As Zertuche sees it, having San-
tos’ institutional memory is a great 
benefit to Theatre Flamenco. 
 “It’s motivating,” she said of 
Santos’ energy and dedication to 
the company he joined nearly 50 
years ago. “If he’s still involved, 
then I know I need to do better, 
to keep it going.”
As part of “Solo Flamenco,” Losa 
and Ríos will teach workshops at 
Zertuche’s San Francisco school, 
La Solea. Santos, who still teaches 
classes himself, plans to attend 
the workshops. 
 “I’m almost 90, but I don’t feel 
that old,” he said proudly. “I’m 
still jumping around. I can out-
dance my dancers.”
 Luckily for prospective audi-
ence members, neither Santos’ 
dance ability nor his intimate 
knowledge of f lamenco are 
required in order to enjoy the 
performance — or even, if you’re 
lucky, to experience duende. 

Email Elizabeth Schwyzer at 
eschwyzer@paweekly.com.
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Multimedia Advertising 
Sales Representative

Embarcadero Media is a locally-owned and independent 
multimedia company based in Palo Alto. We have  published 
in Palo Alto for the last 35 years, with award winning 
publications such as the Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain View 
Voice and Menlo Park Almanac on the Peninsula, and 
the Pleasanton Weekly in the East Bay. In each of these 
communities our papers are the dominate, best-read and 
most respected among its various competitors. We also 
operate extremely popular interactive community news and 
information websites in all of our cities, plus unique online-
only operations in Danville and San Ramon.

We’re looking for talented and articulate Outside Sales 
Representatives for our Retail Sales Team. Experience 
in online, social and print media sales is a plus, but not a 
requirement. Familiarity with the advertising industry and 
selling solutions to small and medium size businesses is a 
big plus. Four year college degree is preferred.

As a Multimedia Account Executive, you will contact and 
work with local businesses to expand their brand identity and 
support their future success using marketing and advertising 
opportunities available through our 4 marketing platforms: 
print campaigns, website and mobile advertising, and email 
marketing.

The ideal candidate is an organized and assertive self-
starter who loves working as a team to achieve sales goals, 
possesses strong verbal, written, persuasive and listening 
interpersonal skills, can provide exceptional customer 
service and is not afraid of hard work to succeed.

If you have the passion to achieve great success in your 

position in the market, please email your resume and a cover 
letter describing why you believe you are the right candidate 
for this fantastic opportunity. (NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE)

Submit your resume and cover letter to:
Tom Zahiralis, Vice President Sales and Marketing

tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

What: Theatre Flamenco 
presents “Solo Flamenco”
Where: Mountain View 
Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro St., 
Mountain View 
When: Saturday, Nov. 8, at 8 
p.m.
Cost: $45
Info: Go to mvcpa.com or 
call 650-903-6000. For 
information on workshops, go 
to theatreflamenco.org.

I N F O R M AT I O N

FLAMENCO
 Continued from page 19

COURTESY THEATRE FLAMENCO 

Singer Jose Mendez hails from a famous Gypsy flamenco family.

COURTESY THEATRE FLAMENCO 

Manuela Rios is an internationally-acclaimed flamenco dancer.
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 Murphy Wallbeds
Wallbeds “n” More

www.wallbedsnmore.com

Our Wallbeds Are:
Price Match Guarantee!   Stylish
High Quality  Comfortable

Save  
$300 OFF
 a wallbed
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650.477.5532 (Call for appointment)

Get your guest 
room ready for 
the holidays!

exp. 11/30/14

Huge parking lot sale  
@ Meyers!

Nov 21st - 22nd

Come see our new showroom

 
Miele, Sub Zero, Wolf, Thermador and more...

Kitchen cabinents, sinks, plumbings...

GREAT BARGAINS!
FREE HOT DOGS AND DRINKS FOR ALL!

861 El Camino Real 
Mountain View

www.kitchensbymeyer.com

By Elizabeth Schwyzer

U
ber-nerd Jeff McCracken 
likes to play word games. 
Take Kimberly Levaco, 

his high school classmate with 
a rare genetic disorder causing 
her to age prematurely. Scramble 
the letters of her name; rear-
range them and you get “Cleverly 
Akimbo.” 
 Jeff is the unlikely hero of 
David Lindsay-Abaire’s 2001 
play: a social outcast whose dis-
regard for the superficial and 
interest in the heart of the matter 
offer an alternative to suffering 
and self-involvement.
 In the Pear Avenue Theatre’s 
production directed by Caroline 
Clark, it’s clear the real dysfunc-
tion is in the Levaco family 
— not in Kimberly’s cells. Her 

parents — gas-station employee 
Buddy (James Kopp) and preg-
nant Pattie (Gretta Stimson) — 
hurl insults across the kitchen 
table of their Bogota (rhymes 
with pagoda), New Jersey, apart-
ment. Wedged between them sits 
their teenage daughter, Kimberly 
(Patricia Tyler), who’s wise as well 
as old beyond her years.
 Lindsay-Abaire wrote “Kim-
berly Akimbo” shortly before the 
birth of his first child, and the 
play has the feel of an extended 
prenatal anxiety dream — a 
nightmare spun by a catastro-
phizing mind. A century after 
Oscar Wilde’s cautionary tale 
“The Picture of Dorian Gray” 
and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s equally 
disturbing “The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button,” this dark 
comedy offers a new angle on 

timelessly troubling questions: 
Does old age render us unlov-
able? What happens when the 
ordinary laws of aging and mor-
tality no longer apply?
 Subsisting on a diet of takeout, 
breakfast cereal and beer, the 
Levacos are too preoccupied 
with their own struggles to take 
much notice of Kimberly, their 
smart, sarcastic teenager who 
looks (and often acts) more like 
their mother than their daughter. 
Buddy (“I’m a good guy”) is try-
ing his best to care for Kim; sadly, 
his best consists of forgetting her 
16th birthday and making up for 
it by stumbling home drunk at 3 
a.m. with a half-squashed cake. 
Meanwhile, Pattie’s hyperactive 
hypochondria has her convinced 
she’s dying of cancer, and recent 
carpal-tunnel surgery has left 
her with two bandaged paws 
and a victim’s attitude. She has 
to be spoon-fed and have her butt 
wiped — visceral metaphors for 
a woman who has abandoned 
her adult responsibilities. Then 
there’s Aunt Debra (Kristin Wal-
ter), the law-flouting drifter who 
pops up “like a bad rash” to draw 
Kim into her latest scheme.
 In the midst of this emo-
tional and domestic squalor, Jeff 
(Anthony Stephens in his debut 
appearance) is a balm: a dorky 
boy whose origins are no less 
grim than Kim’s but who sees her 
for who she is and likes her for it.
 Under Clark’s direction, the 
tension in the Levaco household 
hisses and pops like a downed 
power line, though at its climax 
(conveniently punctuated by Pat-

Beyond her years
‘KIMBERLY AKIMBO’ BRINGS BLACK COMEDY TO AGING AND IDENTITY

CAROLINE CLARK 

The cast of “Kimberly Akimbo.”

RAY RENATI

In “Kimberly Akimbo,” Patricia Tyler plays a teenage girl with a rare 
genetic condition causing her to age prematurely; Anthony Stephens 
plays her classmate.
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Early detection of lung cancer saves lives, and 

advanced therapies are offering new hope for patients. 

Join us to learn about new lung cancer screening 

guidelines for former heavy smokers, the increasing 

incidence of lung cancer in non-smokers, and the 

latest approaches to lung cancer treatment including 

minimally invasive surgery, targeted medical therapies, 

and highly precise radiation therapy. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 • 6:30PM – 8:00PM  

Stanford Park Hotel (Woodside Room)  
100 El Camino Real • Menlo Park, CA 
Free parking

RSVP at: stanfordhealthcare.org/events or call 

650.736.6555. This event is free and open to the public. 

Please register, seating is limited.

SPE AKERS  

Mark Berry, MD 
Thoracic Surgery

Max Diehn, MD, PhD 
Thoracic Radiation Oncology 

Ann Leung, MD 
Thoracic Radiology

Kavitha Ramchandran, MD 
Thoracic Medical Oncology

Arthur Sung, MD 
Interventional Pulmonology

Advancing the Standard 
of Care for Lung Cancer

tie’s screaming contractions), 
all that coiled anger seems to 
fizzle out rather than ignite. Tyler 
tackles a tough role and conjures 
up moments of gut-wrenching 
pathos, particularly when she 
emerges in an “old woman” dis-
guise yet with the body language 
of a teen: eyes rolled heavenward, 
knees hugging each other apolo-
getically.
 In addition to directing, Clark 
does the scenic design, offering 
up a cramped apartment with 
nauseatingly bold plaid wallpa-
per (“It’s like you live in a giant 
thermos,” sniffs Aunt Debra, 
who herself has spent the past 10 
days camping out in the public 
library). Walter’s Debra is all 
swaggering nervous energy and 
grandiose plans of escape — a 
thin protective shell encasing 
her despair. And while Kim sees 
straight through the childishness 
of her adult role models, it’s Jeff 
who offers actual alternatives: 
studying, Dungeons and Drag-
ons and a visit to the safari park. 
Jeff ’s antidote to a dead-end life 
lies in playfulness, fantasy and 
the lesson of the anagram: Even 
one’s very identity can be rear-
ranged to form something new.
 In a poignant scene halfway 
through the play, the Levacos 
gather in Kim’s bedroom to cele-
brate her birthday, albeit belated-
ly and in their own dysfunctional 
way. It’s an oasis of near-normal 
family warmth. Later, Buddy gets 
a moving monologue in which he 
addresses his unborn daughter, 
expressing not so much hopeless-
ness as hapless disorientation — 
how did it come to this?
 The real wounds in this play 
have little to do with Kim’s illness 
or her impending death; they 
come from the absence of healthy 
family bonds, and ultimately, 
from Pattie’s rejection of her 
firstborn child whose unusual 
condition is too stark a reminder 
of her own mortality. 
 There’s no question this is dark 
material, but zinging one-liners 
keep the dialogue zipping along, 
and though love may not exactly 
conquer all, like the headlights of 
the car that finally carries Kim 
and Jeff into the night, it banishes 
the darkness. 

Email Elizabeth Schwyzer at 
eschwyzer@paweekly.com.

What: David Lindsay-Abaire’s 
“Kimberly Akimbo”
Where: The Pear Avenue 
Theatre, 1220 Pear Ave., 
Mountain View 
When: Through Nov. 23, 
Thursday-Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 2 p.m.
Cost: Tickets range from $20-
$30.
Info: Go to thepear.org or call 
650-254-1148.

I N F O R M AT I O N
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THE PALO ALTO MEDICAL FOUNDAT ION 
AND THE SOUTH ASI AN HEART CENTER 
ARE JOINING FORCES TO 
PREVENT DIABETES AND HEART ATTACKS.

INTRODUCING A COLLABORAT ION 

Learn more: Watch a video about our new partnership at www.goodkarma.org

THAT’S GOOD KARMA
FOR THE ENTIRE SOUTH ASIAN COMMUNITY.

From left:  

Ashish Mathur, Executive Director, South Asian Heart Center

Ronesh Sinha, MD, Co-founder, PRANA South Asian Program at PAMF

El Camino Hospital’s South Asian Heart Center and the Palo Alto 

Medical Foundation (PAMF) are now collaborating to provide 

comprehensive, collaborative care for South Asians. PAMF offers 

expert medical management, with access to physicians who 

understand the high risks facing South Asian patients. The 

South Asian Heart Center offers advanced screening for heart 

disease and diabetes to identify inherited and emerging risk 

factors. Participants also receive lifestyle counseling on 

meditation, exercise, diet and sleep. The two organizations are 

now linked electronically, so communication, and lifestyle 

consult referrals from PAMF physicians to the South Asian Heart 

Center are seamless. It’s part of our commitment to delivering 

personalized care to the South Asian community — a healthy 

partnership with your wellbeing at heart.


