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EXPERIMENTS AND EXCITEMENT IN THE CLASSROOM
Theuerkauf School children, from left, Nicole, Armaan, Yair and Giselle take part in a Science is 
Elementary project on a recent school day. The nonprofit group sends scientists, who volunteer their 
time, to local classrooms once a month to promote science education through hands-on experiments. 
Read the story on Page 7.
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INSIDE

By Kevin Forestieri

N
ew faces and big changes 
greeted school districts 
in Mountain View this 

year after two superintendents 
called it quits and voters ushered 
in new board members. Specific 
plans to open new schools and 
raise poor student achievement 
must be worked through as well, 
leaving the future open for the 
city’s schools.
 But not everything is left 
unfinished. The Mountain View 
Whisman School District dif-
fused a heated debate over 
teacher salaries with a revised 
contract and bigger salaries, and 
a long-term agreement between 
the Los Altos School District 
and Bullis Charter School meant 
an end to litigation and a 
less contentious relationship 
between the two.

New schools
 The Mountain View Whisman 

school board agreed last month 
to split Castro Elementary into 
two new schools on the same 
campus, ending a multi-year 
effort by district administrators 
to find a way to restructure the 
school that the parents could 
agree to.
 The school has two different 
programs: Dual Immersion, a 
popular bi-lingual program that 
provides instruction in both 
English and Spanish, and the 
traditional school program. The 
Castro Restructuring Task Force 
reported that the two programs 
are very different from each oth-
er and would be better structured 
as two distinct schools.
 Members of the task force, 
including Superintendent Craig 
Goldman, said the split will help 
the district focus on the low-
income and minority students 
at the traditional school who 
perform poorly on standardized 

New schools and school 
leaders ahead

 See NEW SCHOOLS, page 6

By Kevin Forestieri

H
ead lines shocked 
Mountain View resi-
dents this year after 18 

teens were arrested in connec-
tion with a fire that rendered 
a home uninhabitable, and a 
beloved longtime employee at 
the Milk Pail market was found 
dead in his apartment with 
his 17-year-old son. Police are 
also still grappling with a fatal 

shooting this summer at Shore-
line Amphitheatre — the first 
homicide in Mountain View 
since 2010.
 Police also said farewell to their 
chief, who joined a private secu-
rity company that cut ties with 
Google this year, and a mountain 
lion prowled its way onto the 
suburban streets of Mountain 
View on a trek that began near 
Boulder Creek and ended sadly 
near Redwood City.

Teen arson fire
 The victims of the fire that 
severely damaged a home on 
Fordham Way got some closure 
in the last months of 2014 when 
two teens were sentenced to jail 
time by a superior court judge.
 In March, the teens broke into 
the home while the residents 
were on vacation and began 10 
days of reckless parties with 
heavy alcohol and drug use. 
They “trashed” the interior of the 

home in what amounted to about 
$40,000 of damage, according to 
Judge C. Randall Schneider.
 The family’s Audi A4 was also 
stolen and later found in San 
Francisco.
 The parties ended when 
16-year-old Brett Dispoto set 
blouses in the home’s master 
bedroom ablaze and the fire 
quickly spread out of control, 
causing severe damage to the 
residence.

 Following the fire, 18 teens 
were arrested on charges includ-
ing arson, burglary, auto theft, 
drug possession and drug sales.
 Gilbert Gomes, who was 18 
at the time, pleaded no contest 
to charges of trespassing an 
inhabited dwelling, and was 
deemed largely responsible for 
starting the 10 days of partying 
that ensued, according to Deputy 

Police, fire and crime stories that topped the news

 See TOP STORIES, page 9

2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
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Judy Bogard-Tanigami

650.207.2111

judytanigami@gmail.com
CalBRE# 00298975

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

Ranked in the Top 100 Nationwide  
by The Wall Street Journal for the  
6th Consecutive Year

Sheri Bogard-Hughes

650.279.4003

shughes@apr.com
CalBRE# 01060012

Cindy Bogard-O’Gorman

650.924.8365

cbogardogorman@apr.com
CalBRE# 01918407

We understand that there are MANY, MANY worthy causes and 
organizations in our area. These are just a few that we found and wanted 
to share with you.

May this holiday season be filled with fond and lasting memories in the 
years to come!

Judy, Sheri and Cindy

The Almost Eden Project
www.almosteden.org

Family Giving Tree
www.familygivingtree.org

BUILD
www.build.org

Learning Ally
www.learningally.org

Second Harvest Food Bank
www.shfb.org

Silicon Valley Bicycle Exchange
www.bikex.org

HandsOn Bay Area
www.handsonbayarea.org

RAFT – Resource Area For Teachers
www.raftbayarea.org

Silicon Valley Faces
www.svfaces.org

Full Circle Farm
www.fullcirclesunnyvale.org

Community Services Agency
www.csacares.org

Salvation Army
www.salvationarmyusa.org

VolunteerMatch
www.volunteermatch.org

Downtown Streets
www.streetsteam.org

American Red Cross
www.redcross.org

  s the Holiday Season approaches, our hearts focus on those in our 
community and surrounding areas. With that in mind, we have searched 
for ways to make the holiday season (and beyond) a little merrier for all. If 
you also feel the giving spirit, particularly at this time of the year, we invite 
you to join us in contacting one of the organizations below to find ways 
to give back to our community. Whatever your talents may be, there is 
someone in need!

A

Season’s Greetings



Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Madeleine Gerson.

“Response goes here. This is 

vatquote paragraph style.”

Bold Person’s Name, City

What is your wish for 2015?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

the world always looks

Brighter 
from behind

A Smile!

www.SmilesDental.com  |  650.564.3333

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View ( Corner of El Camino & Calderon )

Invisalign
OFFER!

Special
Starting at $3,750!

Some restrictions may apply. Call for details. 
Offer good for 60 days.

Includes Free Consultation 
& Treatment Plan.

Dr. Ron van den Berg considers it his personal  
obligation to provide the highest quality of 

orthodontic care to his patients. He is on the cutting 
edge of clinical & technological orthodontic advances 

so that he can provide his patients the benefits of 
the most proven & advanced orthodontics.

Dr. van den Berg is a 
Premier Provider &  

joined the clinical faculty  
of Invisalign in 1999. 

Smiles Dental invites you  
to meet Dr. van den Berg on

Friday, January 9th

Friday, January 23rd

for your FREE Invisalign Consultation. Dr. Rob van den Berg 
Orthodontist

Reserve your space in the only camp magazine delivered  
to homes from Woodside to Mountain View

ATTENTION   
CAMP DIRECTORS!

Deadline to advertise is January 29, 2015
Call your Sales Rep today  

(650) 223-6570 
or email:  tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com

Camp Connection is a cost-effective, 
multimedia solution to reach 

Midpeninsula families:

• Full color ad in Camp Connection magazine

•  Newspaper directory listing for 12 weeks in The 
Almanac, Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain View Voice

•  Online directory listing for 12 weeks  
on fogster.com

Camp Connection features:

Camp Connec tion
S U M M E R  2 0 1 5

Camp Connection
A special publication produced by the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and Mountain View Voice

Summer 2014

G U I D E  T O  2 014  S U M M E R  C A M P S  F O R  K I D S

• Day camps

• Resident camps

• Tech camps

• Sports camps

• Music camps

•  Specialty camps 
and more
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“I would like to find a new 

job and happiness in my old 

surroundings.

Jo Panther, Mountain View

“My wish is for greater empathy 

in an open and connected world. 

Injustice everywhere is a threat 

to justice everywhere.

Mubarik Imam, Mountain View

“My goal is to graduate from 

high school.

Michael Durana, Mountain View

“I am looking forward to more 

frequent naps and finding my 

inner zen.

Nina Rosenblatt, San Carlos

“To have a successful life and get 

better grades.

Erick Cipres, Mountain View
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HAIR SALONS BURGLARIZED
 Two hair salons on Villa Street were burglarized over the week-
end when thieves made their way through locked doors and stole 
hundreds of dollars in cash and hair care supplies.
 Police report that the burglars entered Imagine Hair Salon at 
857 Villa St. through the locked rear door sometime between 10 
p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. on Saturday, and stole 12 pairs of scis-
sors valued at a total of $200.
 During the same period, they also broke into Perfect Salon at 
744 Villa St. through a locked rear door, and stole shavers and 
scissors as well as $200 — a total loss of $500.
 There were no witnesses or information on the thieves, accord-
ing to Sgt. Saul Jaeger of the Mountain View Police Department. 
Jaeger said it’s possible that both burglaries were carried out by 
the same people, but that there isn’t any evidence linking the two 
incidents.

ROBBERY SUSPECT SOUGHT
 Police are looking for a man who allegedly stole a bottle of 
liquor from a downtown business last week and fled.
 According to police, the man entered the business on the 200 
block of Castro Street on Dec. 16 at around 5:40 p.m. and stole 
a bottle of Hennessy. The store owner confronted the man and 
tried to get the bottle back, and after a brief struggle the man fled, 
running eastbound on Dana Street, according to the Mountain 
View police website.
 The suspect is described as African American, with a short beard, 
between 25 and 30 years old. He is believed to be between 5 feet, 10 
inches tall and 6 feet tall. During the robbery, the man was wearing 
a white T-shirt, gray pants, black shoes and a black hat.
 Police encourage anyone with information about the case to 
call 650-903-6395 and refer to case number 14-6555. Anonymous 
tips can be sent to 274637 — include MVTips in the body of the 
message.

Kevin Forestieri

C R I M E B R I E F S

AUTO BURGLARY
1100 block N. Rengstorff Av., 12/18
1 block W. El Camino Real, 12/18

BATTERY
600 block Palo Alto Av., 12/19
1300 block W. El Camino Real, 12/21

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
1000 block Grant Rd., 12/16
400 block E. Middlefield Rd., 12/16
700 block Villa St., 12/20
800 block Villa St., 12/20
200 block Castro St., 12/20

GRAND THEFT
2000 block California St., 12/17
1200 block Montecito Av., 12/17

1 block Evandale Av., 12/18
1000 block Grant Rd., 12/18
200 block Santa Rosa Av., 12/19

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
1800 block Limetree Ln., 12/18

ROBBERY
200 block Castro St., 12/16

STOLEN VEHICLE
100 block E. El Camino Real, 12/16
2200 block Latham St., 12/21
2000 block Latham St., 12/22

VANDALISM
1900 block California St., 12/16
2000 block Montecito Av., 12/17
600 block Castro St., 12/17

P O L I C E L O G

650-948-0881

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos66 N

Open Daily
8am-7pm

Prices Effective
12/25 thru 12/31

Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

FROM OUR FAMILY AT
DE MARTINI'S TO

YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
CHECK OUR STREET SIGNS
FOR SPECIALS THIS WEEK

 After seeking the public’s help 
in identifying a man killed 
Friday evening on the train 
tracks between Mountain View 
and Sunnyvale, the Santa Clara 
County medical examiner’s 
office has identified the victim 
as a 29-year-old Santa Clara man.
  Jason Rodriguez was found 
without identification after he 
was struck by an express “Baby 
Bullet” train headed from San 
Jose to San Francisco at about 
6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19, accord-
ing to the medical examiner’s 
office.

 Rodriguez was struck by Train 
381, which was carrying 59 pas-
sengers. Caltrain officials have 
not said how he ended up on the 
tracks that evening.
 Over the weekend, the medi-
cal examiner’s office issued a 
request for public help in iden-
tifying the victim, whose black 
backpack didn’t contain iden-
tification or anything else that 
might have revealed who he was.
 Rodriguez is the 10th person to 
be killed on the tracks this year, 
according to a Caltrain spokes-
person.

Man killed Friday on train 
tracks identified
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 Calling it the “best holiday 
gift we could have imagined,” 
Google announced on Monday 
that it had finished a road-wor-
thy prototype of its self-driving 
car, and that it could hit the 
streets next year, with “safety 
drivers” behind the wheel in 
case something goes awry.
 “We’re going to be spending 
the holidays zipping around our 
test track, and we hope to see you 
on the streets of Northern Cali-
fornia in the new year,” Google 
said in a Dec. 22 blog post. 
 Google unveiled an “early 
mockup” of the car in May; that 

model lacked functioning lights 
and a steering wheel, among 
other things.
 “Since then, we’ve been working 
on different prototypes-of-proto-
types” to create “our first com-
plete prototype for fully autono-
mous driving,” the company said. 
 Google says the car’s sensors 
and computer programming 
could someday replace human 
eyes and ears entirely and allow 
the cars to drive by themselves, 
preventing the leading cause of 
death for those between the ages 
of 4 and 34: traffic collisions 
caused by driver error. 

Google’s self-driving car  
to roll in the new year

COURTESY OF GOOGLE

Google’s “road-worthy” driverless car that may hit the roadways for test drives next year.

By Kevin Forestieri

S
anta Clara County part-
nered up with local non-
profits in Mountain View 

and Palo Alto last month to 
make it easier for needy residents 
to sign up for social services in 
some of the county’s more afflu-
ent cities.
 The pilot program, kicked off 
by county Supervisor Joe Simi-
tian, helps low-income Midpen-
insula residents find work and 
get access to food and financial 
assistance at four local nonprofit 
locations. Prior to the program 
there was only one nearby loca-
tion for Mountain View residents 
— the North County Social Ser-
vices Agency at 1330 W. Middle-
field Road.
 Nonprofit partners include the 
Community Services Agency 
(CSA), InnVision Shelter Net-
work in Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Community Services and West 
Valley Community Services.
 Simitian said the added loca-
tions make it easier for low-
income families and residents 
to tap into the much-needed 
services, and that spreading out 
makes transportation less of a 
roadblock for those eligible for 
the state programs.
 “One of the myths that’s fairly 
pervasive is that if someone is 
low-income or homeless they 
have time on their hands,” Simi-
tian said. “Getting through the 
day is a struggle, and many do 
not have reliable transportation 
and rely on (public) transit.”
 Because the county sends case 
workers to places like CSA in 
Mountain View, where people 

go for food and other services, 
county officials are able to cre-
ate a one-stop shop for people in 
need, Simitian said. People com-
ing in for the pantry services, 
for example, might also find out 
they’re eligible for CalFresh, the 
state’s food stamps program, and 
sign up for it on the spot.
 “We will end up serving clients 
(who) will have never found their 
way to the county office,” Simi-
tian said.

 The pilot program is set to run 
for one year, but Simitian said 
it’s been successful so far and is 
likely to continue and expand to 
other areas.
 The county-nonprofits part-
nership grew from a need that 
arose last year when the North 
County Social Services Agency 
had to uproot and move from its 
old location at 100 Moffett Blvd. 
Local nonprofits stepped in to 
temporarily house social service 
operations during that period. 
Though it was intended as a quick 
fix to keep social services available 
in the Midpeninsula, it became 

clear that such a partnership 
would allow for more accessibility 
and greater outreach than before.
 Tom Myers, executive director 
of CSA, said he was more than 
happy to accommodate one or 
two case workers at the CSA office 
during the transition, and real-
ized that giving people the option 
to sign up for county-run ser-
vices at the agency was a helpful 
resource. When the new county 
office was up and running, Myers 
told Simitian he wanted to con-
tinue the partnership.
 “It turned out to be such a 
fantastic thing that we ended up 
pushing it and saying, ‘Look, let’s 
make this more of a permanent 
thing,’” Myers said.
 Under the new program, some-
one from the county comes to 
CSA every Thursday — the 
nonprofit’s busiest day — and is 
available to help people sign up for 
CalFresh, among other services.
 “Access to good, healthy food 
is probably one of the most vital 
things that a low-income family 
needs,” Myers said.
 The days and hours when 
county services are available at 
each of the sites are somewhat     
irregular, in part because the 
nonprofits don’t always have 
the available space or technol-
ogy needed to sign people up 
for programs. Simitian said the 
goal is to be where the services 
are needed most, which means 
having a flexible schedule.
 “We need to be nimble, and 
have it when and where it is 
needed,” he said.
 Myers said the case worker 

County offers one-stop shop for social services

‘These folks are 

largely invisible to 

too many people in 

the North County 

due to our relative 

affluence.’
COUNTY SUPERVISOR JOE SIMITIAN, 

SPEAKING ABOUT THE NEEDY

 See SOCIAL SERVICES, page 12

By Daniel DeBolt

W
hen state Assembly 
member Rich Gordon 
terms out of office 

in 2016, Mountain View City 
Council members Mike Kasper-
zak and Margaret Abe-Koga are 
among those who could take 
his place. 
 Gordon, a Menlo Park 
Democrat, was elected to the 
seat before district lines were 
redrawn to include Mountain 
View and much of northern 
Santa Clara County. His district 
encompasses Mountain View, 
Sunnyvale, a portion of Cuper-
tino, Woodside, Portola Valley, 
Atherton, Menlo Park, East Palo 
Alto, Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los 
Altos Hills,and the San Mateo 
County coast.
  “As far as I know nobody has 
been as forthright as I am about 
their intent to run,” said Kasper-
zak, a lawyer and mediator. “My 
plan is to file the paperwork 
after the beginning of the new 
year and get together an explor-
atory committee.”
  “I have been urged by many 
people to run for the 24th 
Assembly District seat in 2016 
so I am exploring the possibil-
ity,” Abe-Koga said in an email. 
She said she needs to consider 
impacts to her family, among 
other things. 
 Palo Alto council member 
Marc Berman has reportedly 
filed papers to allow himself to 
raise funds to campaign for the 
seat.

 Abe-Koga terms off the coun-
cil at the end of this year, after 
eight years on the council. By 
the end of 2016, Kasperzak will 
finish his second eight-year term 
on council. 
 Elected on a wave of anti-
growth sentiment in 2006, 
Abe-Koga has consistently sup-
ported labor unions and VTA 
transportation projects (she is a 
former chair of the VTA board) 
and has often opposed housing 
projects, such as housing in 
North Bayshore, putting her at 
odds with progressives in the 
city. Supported by her husband, 
Abe-Koga has been making 
politics her career. She lost a 
bid for a seat on the El Camino 
Healthcare District board this 
year and also considered a run 
for county supervisor at one 
point.
 Kasperzak and Abe-Koga are 
Democrats, but Kasperzak has 
more consistently advocated for 
business interests than nearly 
anyone on the council, except 
perhaps Libertarian John Inks. 
He’s also interested in pushing 
for potable reuse of water, revers-
ing the Palmer court decision 
that limits the amount of afford-
able housing that can be required 
in new apartment projects, and 
reforming state environmental 
laws to make housing develop-
ment less financially risky. He’s 
familiarized himself with city 
issues at the state level for years 
as a board member of the League 

MV council members eye 
Gordon’s Assembly seat

 See ASSEMBLY SEAT, page 7
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Dental Anxiety is a Thing of the Past 
No more needles, no more drills 

NO ADDITIONAL COST!
Call for  

New Patient 
Specials!

all for 
Patient 

ecials!
Introducing the  

Solea Dental Laser

95% OF  
OUR PATIENTS  
ARE TREATED  

WITH NO 
ANESTHESIA

98% OF  
THOSE 

PATIENTS  
SAY THEY FEEL  

NO PAIN

APPROVED 
FOR PEDIATRIC 

PATIENTS

Call today or visit our website to 
schedule an appointment:

105 South Drive, Suite 200
Mountain View

www.drmcevoy.com
(650) 969-2600 Like us on Facebook

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • IMPL A NT DENTISTRY • NO-PREP V ENEERS • CEREC (ONE V ISIT CROW NS) • GENER AL DENTISTRY • SEDATION DENTISTRY

Patrick F. McEvoy, DDS, is Mountain View’s 
premier practitioner of general and implant 
dentistry. When you need a trusted, reliable 
dentist that cares about your needs and can 
create a beautiful smile that you will love, Dr. 
McEvoy is the only name you’ll ever need to 
know. He has built a solid reputation in his 
field as a caring, knowledgeable dentist that 
can enhance the beauty of any smile.   Dr. 
McEvoy has attained the highest level of 
training for implant dentistry and is a Fellow of 
the American Academy of Implant Dentistry 
and  a  Diplomate of the American Board of 
Implant Dentistry / Oral Implantology.

tests. But exactly how the district 
plans to increase student achieve-
ment and close the achievement 
gap remains unclear going into 
2015.

That uncertainty was cause for 
concern for some board mem-
bers. Prior to the decision, board 
member Chris Chiang said he 
would have trouble supporting 
the split until the district made a 
“serious commitment” of money 
to improve performance at Cas-
tro — to the tune of about $2 
million.

Goldman said a specific plan 
and financial commitments to 
increase student achievement 
should not be a prerequisite to 
approving the split, and could 
come at a later time. The board 
later approved the proposal 
unanimously.

The Los Altos School District 
might be establishing a school in 
the San Antonio area of Moun-
tain View. After successfully 
passing a $150 million bond by 
a small margin last month, the 
district is looking to open a new 
school to handle high enroll-
ment growth and overcrowded 
schools. It’s still too early to 
say where that new school will 
be, but district board members 

and administrators say the best 
location would be north of El 
Camino in Mountain View.
 The problem is that the San 
Antonio area is built out, and 
lacking park space or other pub-
lic land that could go towards a 
school. Building a school there 
would likely mean buying high-
cost private land, a smaller school 
size and less money left over to 
spend on other capital improve-
ments.

Teacher salaries
 Teachers at the Mountain View 
Whisman School District blind-
sided administrators and the 
school board this year when they 
showed up at a board meeting 
in September demanding higher 
pay. Leaders of the teachers’ union 
said they would no longer sit idly 
as their salaries continue to get 
heavily outpaced by the high cost 
of living in the Bay Area.
 Superintendent Craig Gold-
man defended the district’s posi-
tion, saying teachers enjoy auto-
matic salary increases and some 
of the best salaries relative to 
comparable districts in Santa 
Clara and San Mateo counties. 
He questioned why the union 
would lash out at the district 
prior to contract negotiations 
over salaries that year.
 The Sept. 4 board meeting was 

followed by a month of back-
and-forth on what the district 
could afford to pay its teach-
ing staff and what compromise 
could be struck between the two 
parties. The teachers’ union, 
disappointed after the second 
round of negotiations, declared 
impasse and “work-to-rule” for 
a week — a schedule in which 
teachers work the contractual 
hours only and don’t participate 
in after-school activities.
 After a special closed session 
meeting on Sept. 26, the school 
board authorized a revised dis-
trict proposal for teacher sala-
ries, and contract negotiations 
were back on. The parties finally 
settled on a 5 percent permanent, 
“on-schedule” salary increase, as 
well as an additional 2 percent 
one-time boost to salaries.
 The debate over teacher sala-
ries brought district parents and 
community members together 
at several meetings to talk about 
what teachers should be making 
in the Bay Area, and whether 
the district should be holding as 
much as $24 million in reserves 
when it could be using that 
money to raise teacher salaries, 
among other things.

LASD and Bullis declare 
cease-fire

 After a decade of difficulty 

between the Los Altos School 
District and Bullis Charter 
School over shared facilities, 
both parties came together this 
year under a five year agree-
ment crafted to avoid conflicts 
over enrollment, facilities, and 
other issues.
 The agreement was 
announced in early July after 
board members from both the 
district and the charter school 
drafted the document and 
worked out each compromise 
in mediation meetings.
  The agreement also ended all 
pending litigation between the 
district and the charter school, 
concluding years of lawsuits that 
cost both sides millions.
 Disputes over facilities use 
agreements came to a head last 
year when the district changed 
the locks on classrooms used 
by the charter school at Blach 
Intermediate School.

Superintendents’ 
departures

 In the final months of 2014, 
both Goldman and Superinten-
dent Barry Groves of the Moun-
tain View-Los Altos Union High 
School District announced their 
resignation.
 Goldman said it was his deci-
sion to resign, and cited a need 
for new leadership in the dis-

trict. He said there was a grow-
ing disparity in “priorities and 
the methodologies” between 
him and the school board, and 
that only one board member 
who originally approved his hir-
ing still sits on the board.
 Though Goldman said he’s not 
sure what he’ll do next or where 
he will go, he’ll be heading off 
with a lump sum payment from 
the district equivalent to 12 
months’ salary. According to 
Goldman’s contract, his 2014-15 
annual salary was $227,027.
 The Mountain View Whis-
man school board has since 
chosen Kevin Skelly, former 
superintendent of Palo Alto 
Unified School District, as an 
interim superintendent through 
July. 
 Groves also announced his 
retirement after nearly nine 
years as superintendent of the 
high school district and 37 years 
in public education. He said he 
plans to continue to work as a 
public education consultant and 
“coach” in the coming years.
 Neither district has decided 
which search firm to use to find 
a new superintendent, and the 
new leaders of public education 
in Mountain View remain a 
mystery going into the next year.

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

NEW SCHOOLS
 Continued from page 1
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By Kevin Forestieri

T
eaching science in elemen-
tary school can be a tough 
gig. In Mountain View, a 

lot of teachers lack the time, the 
resources or the help needed to 
do experiments and teach sci-
ence to students in an engaging, 
interesting way.

That’s where Science is Ele-
mentary steps in. The nonprofit 
group has been going to class-
rooms at several Mountain View 
schools to teach kids about sci-
ence. With help from scientists 
who volunteer their time, the 
group travels to each classroom 
once a month to promote sci-
ence education through hands-
on science experiments.

At Theuerkauf Elementary, 
second-grade students in Leslie 
McClellan’s class got to try their 
hand at some “kitchen chemis-
try,” mixing liquids you might 
find in a kitchen to see how dif-
ferent substances react to one 
another. At one table, students 
added soap to a pie pan full of 
milk and food coloring and 
watched as the colors spread and 
reacted to the soap.

Milk is full of water, proteins 
and fat that all act different-
ly when the solution changes. 
When the scientist adds soap, the 
different components of the milk 
react in ways that leave colorful 
streaks, twists and twirls.

Students don’t have to under-
stand all the nuances of how 

chemical bonds work or the 
polarity of soap molecules to 
see how the solutions interact 
with one another, which makes 
it easy to introduce students to 
complex scientific ideas with 
simple classroom experiments.
 Across the campus, kinder-
gartners in Jasmine Barragan’s 
class were learning about mag-
nets and how they interact 
with different objects. After 
learning that magnets attract 
metal and not things like wood, 
they learn about attraction and 
how it differs from repulsion, 
and even get to make their own 
magnets. The students may not 
understand exactly how mag-
nets work — most people don’t 
— but they get an elementary 
understanding in their first 
year at school.
 These are the kinds of les-
sons that are absent from most 
classrooms, according to Tzipor 
Ulman, founder and executive 
director of Science is Elementary. 
She said she used to do private 
tutoring and volunteering in 
classrooms, and what she found 
was that science wasn’t really 
being taught in schools.
 Ulman said one of the prob-
lems is that schools are focused 
on teaching to standardized 
tests, which she said is largely 
due to the federal No Child 
Left Behind Act. Teachers are 
forced to teach things that 
students will see on a test so 
that the school will perform 

better, making it harder to jus-
tify teaching science and doing 
experiments, she said.
 Teaching science can be a 
hassle, too. There’s lots of in-
class preparation, materials and 
clean-up required to pull off a 
science experiment. The dif-
ficulty is compounded if the 
teacher doesn’t have a strong 
science background and doesn’t 
feel comfortable teaching sci-
ence, or has never done the 
experiment before.
 So volunteers from Science 
is Elementary take that burden 
off the teachers and come into 
the classroom each month to do 
experiments with the students. 
For the second-grade class at 
Theuerkauf, that meant three 
volunteers coming in to teach 
three different experiments for 
an hour and a half, with stu-
dents rotating from station to 
station.
  McClellan said her students 
get excited every time they come 
in because the experiments are 
usually something they haven’t 
seen before, and are always very 
visual. She said the volunteers 
do a good job letting the stu-

dents make predictions during 
the experiments, and let the 
kids figure out things as they go 
along instead of telling them the 
answers.
 During the electricity experi-
ments, for example, McClellan 
said students had to line up 
circuits and put in batteries, and 
had to problem-solve if things 
didn’t work.
 “The volunteers don’t tell 
them what’s going to happen,” 
McClellan said. “Students have 
to figure out why their circuits 
aren’t working.”
 Kate Kester, a teaching staff 
member with Science is Elemen-
tary, briefs the whole class on the 
experiments for the day before 
students break up into groups. 
She said all the experiments 
have a common theme with a set 
of vocabulary words and work-
sheets; much of the work fits 
neatly into the new Common 
Core State Standards. Geol-
ogy experiments and working 
with rocks, for example, apply 
to things students have already 
done in class. Electricity experi-
ments, Kester said, are less tied 
to the classroom curriculum, 

but are always fun for the stu-
dents.
 Kester said the materials and 
planning can be a real roadblock 
for teachers who want to bring 
science experiments into the 
classroom. She said the supplies 
for the second-grade experi-
ments at Theuerkauf aren’t 
expensive, but there’s a lot to 
gather and haul into the class-
room.
 “I have, in my car, gallons of 
vegetable oil and whole contain-
ers of cabbage juice,” Kester said, 
referring to the backup supplies 
they might need if experiments 
run dry.
 It also makes a big difference, 
Kester said, when the volunteers 
doing the experiments work 
as scientists and engineers in 
their day-to-day lives. She said 
they understand exactly what’s 
going on in the experiments and 
can explain it to the kids, but 
they also bring an extra level of 
excitement to the classroom.
 “The volunteers are passionate 
about science, and the kids see 
it,” Kester said.

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

Scientists bring experiments — and excitement — to the classroom

MICHELLE LE

Volunteer teacher Kalina Jordanova, left, shows Jose, Larissa and Adamariz and their classmates how soap 
attracts fat in an acid and base experiment during a Science is Elementary session at Theuerkauf School.

MICHELLE LE

Jose and Andre, from left, participate in an acid and base experiment.

of California Cities.
“I believe my work on the 

Mountain View City Council 
and on regional boards such 
as VTA, the Cities Associa-
tion of Santa Clara County, 
the Silicon Valley Regional 
Interoperability Agency as 

well as work on such boards 
as the Housing Trust of Sili-
con Valley would be pertinent 
to the work conducted at the 
State level,” Abe-Koga said. 
“I would like to bring to Sac-
ramento the perspective of 
local government as it is often 
at the local government level 
where the rubber meets the 
road.”

She said “technology, 
transportation, housing, the 
environment and education” 
would be her priorities. 

Kasperzak ran for a state 
Assembly seat in 2007, then 
withdrew to support Santa 
Clara Democrat Dominic 
Caserta. 

Email Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

ASSEMBLY SEAT
 Continued from page 5

Support Mountain View Voice’s  
coverage of our community.

SupportLocalJournalism.org/MountainView
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District Attorney Bret Wasley.
 He was sentenced to 30 days 
in jail with the expectation that 
he would take part in a com-
prehensive 13-month program 
for troubled teens in Monterey 
called Teen Challenge, his lawyer 
said.
 Dispoto was charged with 
felony arson as an adult for start-
ing the fire and pleaded guilty in 
November. He was sentenced to 
six months in juvenile hall and 
three years of probation. He is 
also responsible for paying res-
titution for fire damage to the 
house, though the amount of 
money is still to be determined.
 The Santa Clara County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office is not 
releasing additional information 
on the other 15 minors arrested, 
but Wasley said neither Gomes 
nor Dispoto is responsible for 
the vehicle theft. The other adult 
arrested and charged by police, 
Brandon Pak, had all charges 
dropped against him due to lack 
of evidence.

Homicide at Shoreline
 The fatal shooting of an Orinda 
man in the backstage of Shore-
line Amphitheatre in August will 
continue to be a top priority for 
Mountain View police investi-
gators, but there’s no indication 
that police are close to cracking 
the case this year.
 The man, 38-year-old Eric 
Johnson, was found dead with 
multiple gunshot wounds a 
shortly after 11 p.m. during a 
Wiz Khalifa concert on Aug. 22. 
Police took Johnson to a hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead, 
according to a press release by the 
Mountain View Police Depart-
ment.
 The investigation followed the 
hip-hop tour to its next location 
at the Verizon Amphitheatre in 
Irvine. Irvine police searched the 
tour bus of rapper Young Jeezy, 
along with five others, who was 
part of the Wiz Khalifa concert 
lineup. Police found an AK-47 
assault rifle in the tour bus and 
arrested Young Jeezy, whose 
real name is Jay Wayne Jenkins, 
along with five others on felony 
weapon charges.
 But on Dec. 11, charges against 
Jenkins and the others were 
dropped after DNA evidence 
failed to link any of them to the 
AK-47 found in the bus. Police 
say there is also no evidence 
that the assault rifle was used to 
gun down Johnson at Shoreline, 
according to Sgt. Saul Jaeger of 
the police department.
 Police are still not releasing any 
specific details on how the shoot-
ing played out, but Jaeger said the 
homicide investigation remains 
a top priority for the depart-
ment. The fatal shooting marks 

the first homicide in Mountain 
View since 2010, according to 
an annual report from the police 
department.

Apartment evacuation, 
two deaths

 The apartment evacuation on 
California Street triggered by a 
“noxious smell” in September 
turned tragic when fire crews 
discovered two bodies in the 
apartment complex. One of the 
deaths was ruled a suicide earlier 
this month.
 Police and firefighters evacu-
ated between 30 and 40 people 
from the apartments at 2025 
California St. on Sept. 24. At the 
time, police reported that it could 
be a gas leak, and when PG&E 
shut off the gas lines the smell 
dissipated.
 But it turned out a gas leak 
wasn’t the cause. Investigators 
found that a combination of toxic 
chemicals including hydrogen 
sulfide were released from within 
the apartments. The two people 
found dead in the apartments, 
17-year-old William Liu and his 
father, 53-year-old James Liu, 
were killed by “thiosulfate intoxi-
cation” after both were exposed 
to hydrogen sulfide gas, accord-
ing to the Santa Clara County 
Medical Examiner-Coroner’s 
Office.
 William Liu’s death was ruled 
a suicide, and his father’s death 
was ruled accidental by the coro-
ner’s office.
 James Liu was the store direc-
tor of the Milk Pail market in 
Mountain View and brother-
in-law of Steve Rasmussen, the 
store’s owner. Word got out that 
he had died in the incident when 
Liu’s niece, Kai Rasmussen, 
made a Facebook post three days 
afterward notifying customers 
of his death. In the post, she said 
James “poured his heart into the 
business, and everything he did 
he did with honesty and integ-
rity.”
 Nobody else was injured in 
the incident, though four police 
officers evacuating the apart-
ments reported feeling light-
headed and ill.
 Some questions about the inci-
dent are still unanswered. Details 
of how the chemicals were con-
cocted have not been released, 
and police say they found some-
thing in the apartment with the 
two bodies that was under inves-
tigation. According to police 
spokeswoman Shino Tanaka, 
there was no suicide note in the 
building, despite early reports by 
other news outlets saying other-
wise.

Vermeer leaves  
for private security gig

 Over the summer, Mountain 
View police bid farewell to their 
12-year police chief, Scott Ver-
meer, after he resigned to take 

an executive-level job at Security 
Industry Specialists, or SIS. The 
company had been Google’s pri-
vate security team at the time.
 Vermeer spent 28 years in law 
enforcement, and said being a 
police officer was his boyhood 
dream. After working with the 
Redwood City and Menlo Park 
police departments, Vermeer was 

hired as the new police chief of 
Mountain View in January 2002.
 Vermeer announced his res-
ignation and plans to join SIS 
as its new director of operations 
in June. Three weeks after the 
announcement, City Manager 
Dan Rich chose Captain Max 
Bosel of the Mountain View 
Police Department as the new 
police chief. Bosel said he had 
served as interim deputy police 
chief in the past, and was one 
of the few high-ranking police 
officers with the tenure and 
experience required for the new 
position.

 SIS ended its relationship with 
Google, its only significant client 
in Mountain View, in Novem-
ber. Google said it severed ties 
with SIS in favor of an in-house 
security team, while SIS spokes-
person Tom Seltz said it was SIS 
that gave notice to Google, saying 
that it was no longer interested in 
serving as the company’s security 

provider. Either way, the develop-
ment means that both Vermeer 
and SIS have severed ties with the 
city of Mountain View.

Mountain lion treks 
through town

 A mountain lion made its way 
through Mountain View and all 
the way to Rengstorff Park in 
May, evading detection until it 
was spotted sitting under a tree 
in the park by residents in the 
area.
 The 110-pound animal, 
named 46m by the Santa Cruz 
Puma Project, had a GPS track-

ing unit. Researchers with the 
project were able to map out the 
lion’s journey from Big Basin 
State Park near Boulder Creek 
all the way through Los Altos, 
across Interstate 280 and into 
Mountain View.
 According to a post analyzing 
its path, the mountain lion made 
the long trek moving mostly at 
night, and spent more than two 
days moving stealthily around 
the highly developed area. That 
came to a end, however, on May 
6 when police received 911 calls 
that a mountain lion was in the 
area near Rengstorff Park. Tom 
Arledge, an area resident, said he 
came out with his house cat to get 
the mail when someone pointed 
out the puma passively sitting 
under a tree.
 Around 6:30 p.m. that night, 
Arledge said he saw the cat get 
up and jump effortlessly into the 
neighboring apartment complex. 
Soon after, the mountain lion 
walked into an indoor, gated 
parking garage, where police 
were able to conveniently trap  
and tranquilize it. No one was 
injured during the incident.
 After prowling throughout the 
peninsula for months, 46m was 
hit and killed by a vehicle as it 
attempted to cross Interstate 280 
on Oct. 3 near the Edgewood 
Road exit. V

Mountain View 
601 Showers Drive 
650.691.6500 

San Jose 
2195 Monterey Hwy 
408.283.4300 

1Actual rates may vary based each individual’s credit history, loan type, and underwriting factors, but may not be 
lower than 1.29% annual percentage rate (APR) for new auto loans and 1.29% APR for used auto loans. The 1.29% 
APR reflects a rate reduction of .35% off the standard rate for automatic payment from an Xceed Financial checking 
account. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are effective as of 07/01/14 and are subject to change at any time 
without notice. A 50-month loan at 1.29% APR requires 50 payments of approximately $20.55 per $1,000 borrowed. 
Not all vehicle years, makes and models will qualify. Other terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Xceed Financial 
Federal Credit Union (“Xceed Financial”) is an equal opportunity lender. Ask an associate for complete details. 

Nice Ride.
Even Nicer Loan.
AUTO LOAN RATES AS LOW AS

1.29% APR1

Low car loan payments start with our low auto 
loan rates as low as 1.29% APR1 for 50 months.

We help members get more car for their money. 
Visit your local Xceed Financial Center and find 
out what we can do for you.

XFCU.ORG    800.XFCU.222

TOP STORIES
 Continued from page 1

Following a fire that severely damaged  

a home, 18 teens were arrested on charges 

including arson, burglary, auto theft,  

drug possession and drug sales.
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Donate online at   
www.siliconvalleycf.org/ 

mvv-holiday-fund

Holiday Fund
Mountain View Voice

Day Worker Center
The Day Worker Center of Mountain View 
provides a secure place for workers and 
employers to negotiate wages and work 
conditions. It serves an average of 60 
workers a day with job placements, English 
lessons, job skills workshops or guidance.

Mentor Tutor Connections
Mentor Tutor Connections matches adult 
volunteer mentors with at-risk youth in 
the Mountain View, Los Altos and the Los 
Altos Hills area and offers tutoring to many 
students, including some in high school and 
beyond.

Community School of Music and Arts
The Community School of Music and Arts 
provides hands-on art and music education 
in the classrooms of the Mountain View 
Whisman School District. Nearly 45 percent 
of the students are socio-economically 
disadvantaged, and 28 percent have limited 
English proficiency.

Mountain View RotaCare Clinic
The RotaCare Free Clinic provides uninsured 
local residents with primary care and 
many specialty care services. The clinic is 
frequently the last resort for this underserved 
demographic group.

YWCA Support Network  
for Domestic Violence
This group operates a 24-hour bilingual 
hotline and a safe shelter for women and 
their children. It also offers counseling and 
other services for families dealing with 
domestic violence.

Community Services Agency
CSA is the community’s safety-net providing 
critical support services for low-income 
individuals and families, the homeless and 
seniors in northern Santa Clara County, 
including Mountain View, Los Altos and  
Los Altos Hills. 

Community Health Awareness 
Council
CHAC serves Mountain View, Los Altos, Los 
Altos Hills and seven school districts. Among 
other things, it offers school-based programs 
to protect students from high-risk behaviors, 
such as drug and alcohol abuse.

How to Give
Your gift helps children  
and families in need
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be 
matched dollar for dollar to the extent 
possible and will go directly to the nonprofit 
agencies that serve Mountain View 
residents. Last year, more than 150 Voice 
readers and the Wakerly, the William and 
Flora Hewlett and the David and Lucile 
Packard foundations contributed more than 
$115,000, or more than $16,000 each 
for the nonprofit agencies supported by the 
Voice Holiday Fund. We are indebted to the 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation which 
handles all donations, and deducts no 
administrative costs from your gifts, which 
are tax-deductible as permitted by law. All 
donations will be shared equally with the 
seven recipient agencies.

This year, the following  
agencies will be supported  

by the Holiday Fund:

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name _______________________________________________________

Business Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

_______________________________________ Expires _______/_______

Signature ____________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in the Mountain View Voice unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization. A contribution to this 
fund allows your donation to be tax deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

Mountain View Voice
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11 Anonymous ............ 1,175
Mark Balch .................... 450
Ronald Swierk ................ 150
Irving Statler ................... 200
Mary DeMasters .......... 2,000
Jonah & Asher Copeland . 300
Frederick Butts ................ 500
Becky Willrich ............. 2,000
Offen-Nyhan Family ........ 525
Sally Evans ......................... *
Margie Chapman ........... 100
John Ross ......................... 25
Hendrik & Janine Goosen 200
Randa Mulford ............... 250
Rose Han ........................... *
Carol Monahan ................ 40
Eva Diane Chang ............ 100
Renee Hinson ................. 100
Karl Schnaitter ................ 525
Kathleen & Phil Creger .... 200
Moira Turner .................... 75
Gregory Fowler .................. *
B.D. Pearson, Jr ........... 1,000
Wendy Wong .............. 1,000
Kathleen Cutler ................... *
Dorothy Meier .................... *
Charles Black ................. 500
Rosanne Cejna ................... *
Leslie & Anita Nichols .......... *
Lyle & Sally Sechrest ........ 100
Coogan/Hua Family ....... 250
Wakerly Family Foundation ....
25,000
Robert & Lois Adams ....... 500
Debra Babcock ................. 50
George Petersen ................. *
Bruce Karney .................. 350
Mei Hong ...................... 150
Tats & Rose Tsunekawa .... 150
Ellen Wheeler ................... 50
Norma Jean Bodey Galiher .. *
Susanne Stewart ............... 50
Elaine Roberts ................. 100
Anne Johnston .................... *
Judith Manton ................... 50
Jennifer Coogan ............. 300
R D Roode ...................... 100
Laurie Bonilla & Ed Perry . 200
Susan Endsley................. 100

Christopher & Mary Dateo 500

Ellis Berns....................... 150

Kevin Chiapello .............. 100

Jeffrey Segall .................. 100

Donna Yobs .................... 500

Boris Burtin ..................... 100

E. Denley Rafferty............ 100

Andrew Doerschuk ....... 1,000

Martin Pulvers ................... 50

Marilyn Gildea ................... *

Kevin & Robin Duggan ........ *

Robert J. Rohrbacher ........... *

Lynn Gordon & David Simon *

Susan Perkins ..................... *

Karen DeMello ................. 50

Wesley & Molly Smith .......... *

Thomas Mucha ............... 350

Helen Gibbons ................... *

Kathy Hall & Leslie Murdock ...
250

In Memory Of

Daisy Morris ....................... *

Ernesto Alejandro ............... *

Charles R. Lundine .......... 100

My beloved Father, Leonard C. 
Boos .................................. *

Snyder: Il Gatto di tutti Gaiti 50

Lois & Jean Duperrault ..... 100

My beautiful angel, Megan 
Mathias ............................. *

Susan Prior ....................... 50

Nick Bagar .................... 150

Wendy ............................ 25

In Honor Of

Jane & Gerald King ......... 500

Ed, Petros & Thalia ............ 75

Evan C. Rauch .................... *

Dr. Herbert E. Rauch ............ *

Henry C. Hennings, Jr. ......... *

Selma & George Ridola ..... 10

As of Dec. 12, 2014,  
62 donors have contributed $50,005  

to the Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund

Thank you for 
donating to the 
Holiday Fund

MICHELLE LE

Jose, 8, gets a check-up from a volunteer doctor at RotaCare.

By Daniel DeBolt

D
espite an increas-
ing number of people 
with health insurance 

because of “Obamacare,” Moun-
tain View’s free health clinic 
hidden in the basement of the 
YMCA building near El Camino 
Hospital is still having to turn 
patients away who are unable 
to get care anywhere else, says 
RotaCare executive director 
Mirella Nguyen. 
 When asked if the clinic was 
seeing fewer patients because 
of Obamacare, Nguyen said, 
“That’s what we expected to 
happen.” Instead, there’s been 
waves of people who are newly 
enrolled in Obamacare but who 
can’t get access to medical care. 
There aren’t enough primary 
care physicians to go around, 
she says. 
 The RotaCare clinic at 2400 
Grant Road is one of the local 

nonprofits that benefit from the 
Voice’s annual Holiday Fund 
donations from readers. It has 
existed for nearly 20 years in 
Mountain View, and is one of 
several RotaCare clinics around 
the Bay Area founded by the 
Rotary Club. 
 State officials say it’s their goal 
to enroll another 1.7 million in 
Obamacare by February, on top 
of 1.2 million who signed up in 
the initial enrollment period 
that ended in April.
  “People have coverage but they 
aren’t able to use it,” Nguyen 
said. “People are getting wait-
listed — they don’t get assigned 
to pediatricians or primary care 
physicians for months.”
 With so many newly insured 

people, many doctors are too 
busy to volunteer at the clinic, 
Nguyen said. RotaCare started 
the year with 50 primary care 
doctors who were volunteering 
a few days a month on a regular 
basis, and nearly a third backed 
away from it or stopped volun-
teering with the clinic entirely 
this year. Nguyen said the 
clinic’s doctors are increasingly 
burned out and need to spend 
their free time recuperating.
 Though its role is chang-
ing, Nguyen says there will be 
a need for the clinic for the 
foreseeable future. “Acting as 
a safety net for this lagging 
system — it’s been a little bit of 
a challenge to figure out, ‘what 
does that mean?’” Nguyen said.
 “I talk to my staff about this all 
the time — it would be great if an 
organization like us didn’t have 
to exist,” she said. “The fact that 

By Andrea Gemmet

E
ven for people in stable 
relationships, the holidays 
can be rough. For those 

who are fleeing an abusive home, 
there’s no seasonal time-out from 
the violence until December is 
over. 
 But for the women and chil-
dren seeking refuge in the 16-bed 
emergency shelter run by the 

YWCA’s Support Network for 
Domestic Violence, the holiday 
season isn’t without its cheer. 
December sees shelter volunteers 
and staff hard at work preparing 
the annual holiday party for resi-

dents, said Amie McClane, the 
shelter manager. Its office trans-
formed into a gift shop stocked 
with donated clothes and toys, 
there is music, and games, and a 
holiday feast.
 Providing some semblance of 
normality during the holiday 
season is just one of many ser-
vices offered to local residents 

Free RotaCare health clinic still in demand

Shelter offers a helping hand  
for domestic violence survivors

DONATIONS TO THE VOICE HOLIDAY FUND HELP SUPPORT NETWORK  
AND OTHER AGENCIES SERVING LOCAL RESIDENTS

 See ROTACARE, page 12

 See HELPING HAND, page 12
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seeking to escape abusive rela-
tionships. There’s the shelter, 
which is full year-round, and 
which has to turn away an esti-
mated 500 people each year, said 
McClane. There are counseling 
services and art therapy ses-
sions for adults and children. 
There are legal advocates to 
help navigate the court system. 
For some victims, the abusive 
partner doesn’t just control the 
finances but also the passports 
or immigration papers, so Sup-
port Network offers access to 
immigration lawyers.
 The often-cited statistic still 
holds true, according to Sup-
port Network officials: one in 
four women will experience 
domestic violence in their life-
times, and one in seven men. 
While the past year has seen 
an increasing number families 
with children seeking help, the 
overall demographics are steady 
— McClane says she sees abuse 
survivors from all walks of life, 
regardless of economic status, 
educational level, ethnicity or 
sexual orientation. About 15 
percent of Support Network’s 
clients are men, and while they 
can’t be accommodated in the 
YWCA’s shelter, which is at a 
secure and secret location in 
Santa Clara County, they are 
offered counseling and other 
support services. 

  The organization’s $1.4 mil-
lion annual budget comes from 
a variety of local, state and 
federal sources, along with 
private donations. A portion of 
the contributions to the Voice’s 
Holiday Fund go to the Support 
Network, one of seven local 
agencies that receive an equal 
share of donated funds.
 In a region struggling with a 
housing market that’s short on 
supply and plagued by skyrock-
eting rents, fleeing an abusive 
relationship carries with it the 
very real risk of homelessness, 
according to McClane.
 Women and children spent an 
average of 39 days at the emer-
gency shelter in the last fiscal 
year, she said, with 83 adults 
and 78 children housed. Only 
29 percent of the households 
were able to move to either 
transitional housing, a room 
for rent or an apartment by the 
end of their stay. The rest either 
transitioned to another shelter 
or stayed with family or friends, 
McClane said. 
 “The crisis of homelessness 
is definitely an issue within the 
shelter program,” she said. “Safe 
housing is a huge need. Abu-
sive partners may know where 
friends or family live, so that 
might not be an option.”
 With the local housing crunch, 
even those who qualify for sub-
sidized housing have to wait 
roughly two months to find an 
apartment with Section 8 hous-

ing vouchers, McClane said. 
 For everyone else, it can take 
time to earn enough money 
to afford rent. Last year, the 
National Low Income Housing 
Coalition issued a study show-
ing that it takes someone earn-
ing more than $31 an hour to 
be able to afford rent on a two-
bedroom apartment in Santa 
Clara County.
 With help from federal fund-
ing, Support Network plans to 
roll out the county’s first rapid-
rehousing program in the new 

year. Fifteen families will be 
provided rental assistance for 
up to a year, along with wrap-
around support services like 
safety planning, legal advocacy, 
therapy and case management, 
said McClane. It’s modeled after 
a successful program in Wash-
ington state.
 “The idea with wrap-around 
support is that once safe housing 
is secured, a woman could then 
take over the (rent) payments,” 
she said. “It’s increased survivor 
safety and self-sufficiency.”
 While the demand for the 
shelter never seems to lessen, 

there are bright spots. McClane 
said she recently got a phone call 
out of the blue from a woman 
who left the emergency shelter 
a year ago.
 “She came from a really severe 
incident, stayed in the shel-
ter a while and transitioned 
to another shelter. She’d been 
working the whole time, and was 
finally able to get her own place,” 
McClane said. “She called to let 
me know, and she was thanking 
me. Sometimes, what we do, we 
don’t see results that (same) day, 

or in 30 days, or even in months, 
but the survivors we work for are 
so resourceful.”
 Success stories can seem few 
and far between when the prob-
lem of domestic violence is so 
constant and systemic. Rather 
than feel discouraged, McClane 
encourages people to do what 
they can to help, whether it’s 
volunteering, donating or just 
speaking up when the situation 
arises.
 This year, the shelter is in 
need of new furniture, mat-
tresses and beds, and there’s 
always a need for clothing, bed-

ding, towels, household items, 
pots and pans, games and toys. 
Art supplies are especially wel-
come, as a lot of the therapy is 
art-based, she said. 
 Beyond donating money or 
goods, the YWCA’s Support 
Network has a volunteer pro-
gram for those who can donate 
their time. Whether working 
behind the scenes, pitching in at 
the shelter, working the domes-
tic violence hotline or helping 
in the legal or counseling pro-
grams, Support Network relies 
heavily on the efforts of volun-
teers, according to McClane. 
 McClane said she’d like to see 
more landlords taking a chance 
on domestic violence survivors, 
and for the community as a 
whole to get informed about 
where to get help for people in 
abusive relationships. “Know-
ing a person isn’t defined by 
what happened to them, we can 
make choices to really respect 
that,” she said. “Watch for any 
victim-blaming language ... and 
challenge it when you hear it.”
 The Support Network offers a 
crisis support hotline at (800) 
572-2782, as well as a 24-hour 
rape crisis hotline at (408) 287-
3000 or (650) 493-7273. To 
make an appointment to drop 
off donations, call (408) 295-
4011, extension 383, or email 
supportnetworkgiftsprogram@
ywca.org. More information 
about the programs offered is at 
ywca-sv.org/programs/SN. V

we continue to exist in Mountain 
View and serve a huge need for 
families is really telling. There 
is a lack of access to health care, 
and a lack of primary care physi-
cians nationwide.”
 The clinic sees a variety of 
patients ranging in age, ethnic-
ity and economic backgrounds. 
They have many different ill-
nesses, from end stage cancer to 
workplace injuries, which seem 
to be on the rise at the clinic, 
Nguyen said. 
 Some RotaCare patients said 
they still do not qualify for any 
government health care and 
can’t afford their employer’s 
insurance either. The free clinic 
is a huge help, they say.
 “Obamacare knocked their 
health care out,” said Mountain 
View resident and single moth-
er Roasana Arce said of her 
three kids. Because of changes 
to how income is calculated, 
she lost her subsidized health 
care, but continues to make 
“too little to actually pay $1,700 
a month for private insurance 
through my work” for herself 
and her three kids. Arce is a 

school psychologist employed 
by a San Mateo County school 
district.
 Last Friday she said she saved 
hundreds of dollars on vaccines 
for her son at RotaCare, required 
by his school. When asked her 
opinion of the American health 
care system, she said, “Oh yeah, 
it sucks.”
 Another single mother liv-
ing in Mountain View, Miriam 
Obando, said she had lost her 
job as a house cleaner and was 
desperate to obtain vaccina-
tions for her infant daughter. 
The shots couldn’t wait the 
four months it could take to get 
enrolled into subsidized health 
care. “She actually was really 
worried; she had no idea what 
to do,” said an interpreter. The 
shots she got for free at RotaCare 
for her newborn daughter were 
worth $900.
 With the closure of the coun-
ty office for social services at 
100 Moffett Blvd. to make way 
for apartments, the county has 
begun to staff nonprofits like 
RotaCare with social workers to 
connect the poor with various 
programs providing food and 
housing, among other things. If 
RotaCare were to receive more 

funding, Nguyen said, there’s 
interest in hiring a a social 
worker or health educator to 
meet demand. Social workers 
visit only a handful of times 
a month, and often represent 
only one program. 
 In some cases “people are 
aware there might be coverage 
options for them,” Nguyen said. 
“They don’t understand we are 
not a primary care office. They 
come to us for information, then 
we can steer them to the social 
service agencies that can help 
them enroll.”
 The clinic may use new funds 
to hire a second mental health 
counselor as well. Nguyen said 
the clinic has been able to fill a 
need for bilingual mental health 
counseling that other free men-
tal health clinics can’t provide, 
such as the Community Health 
Awareness Council, which uses 
student therapists who don’t 
always speak Spanish and may 
not be available when someone 
really needs help. “There’s a 
huge demand for bilingual ser-
vices, which is where we have 
been able to capitalize and offer 
services,” Nguyen said. V

Email Daniel DeBolt at 
ddebolt@mv-voice.com

HELPING HAND
 Continued from page 11

ROTACARE
 Continued from page 11

Shelter manager Amie McClane says she 

sees abuse survivors from all walks of life, 

regardless of economic status, educational 

level, ethnicity or sexual orientation. 

at CSA will be available every 
Thursday during open hours. The 
InnVision Opportunities Services 
Center also has someone from the 
county on-site from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. to sign people up for services. 
West Valley Community Services 
offers the services on the third 
Tuesday of every month from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m.
 County social services include 
signing people up for Cal-
WORKs, CalFresh, Medi-Cal, 
Cash Assistance Program for 
Immigrants (CAPI) and refugee 
services. Anyone on CalWORKs 
can also be referred to employ-
ment centers to learn job-search 
skills and get child care, trans-
portation, and housing support.
 Before finding the location 
on Middlefield Road, Simitian 
and the North County Social 
Services Agency faced having to 
move the social services office 
to San Jose, making it difficult 
for North County residents who 
need the services but don’t have 
access to a car. 
 Simitian said the problem was 
“deja vu all over again” because 
he had to debate with county staff 

and defend the Mountain View 
office during his first term in 
the late 1990s; he ultimately was 
able to convince the county that 
there is “significant need” for the 
services in cities like Mountain 
View and Palo Alto.
 When the issue came back 
in 2013, however, things were 
a little different. The owner of 
the property, Prometheus Real 
Estate Group, planned to raze 
the building and make way for 
an apartment complex.
 The problem, Simitian said, is 
that people who need social ser-
vices in North County are often 
overlooked because the area 
includes some of the wealthi-
est communities in Santa Clara 
County.
 “These folks are largely invis-
ible to too many people in the 
North County due to our relative 
affluence,” Simitian said.
 That “invisibility,” on top of 
higher costs of living and fewer 
social services, makes it par-
ticularly hard for struggling 
residents.
 “People struggling to make 
ends meet and (who) need these 
services are under the gun not 
once, not twice, but three times,” 
Simitian said. V

SOCIAL SERVICES
 Continued from page 5
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MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE FOOD FEATURE

MOVIE TIMES

BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

sensation comes  to 

       Palo Alto

B ao
ti

BB baaoo
F O O D F E AT U R ET4 SATISFIES 

LOCALS’ 
THIRST FOR 
BUBBLE TEA

By My Nguyen
 

Photographs by 
Veronica Weber

 Continued on next page

Bubble tea. Boba 
tea. Pearl tea. 
No matter which 

way people say it, they 
want it. 
 Boba tea is com-
monplace in Asia as 
well as the U.S. Chains 
like Quickly and Tapi-
oca Express and smaller 
franchises like Purple 
Kow and Tpumps have 
been mushrooming in 
major population centers 

A sampling of T4’s many drinks. From left: caramel milk tea with egg pudding, elegant rose royal tea with rainbow jelly, passion 
fruit smoothie with coconut and coffee jelly, peppermint milk tea with boba, and classical rose milk tea with grass jelly.
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*Four course dinner  
with Complementary glass of Proseco Champagne

$59 per person

Appetizers 
Bruschetta – toasted slices of oven baked bread topped with Roma tomato cubes 
marinated with olive oil, garlic and fresh basil.
Crispy Zucchini Cakes – served with marinated cucumber & mint yogurt.

Soup/Salad
Butternut Squash Soup – Garnished with pumpkin seeds and olive oil.
Venti Garden – Butter lettuce with organic mixed greens, shaved funnel, red onions, 
cherry tomatoes and toasted pecans with champagne vinaigrette dressing. 
Greens & Apples - Organic mix greens, topped with gorgonzola cheese crumbles, 
walnuts, cranberries, granny Smith apples and poppy seed dressing. 

Entrees
Filet Mignon – Filet mignon in a red wine reduction Served with broccolini and a 
risotto cake filled with blue cheese. 
Cioppino-Fresh salmon, snapper, clams, mussels, crab legs and prawns in spicy Venti 
tomato sauce.
Braised Short Ribs in a light red wine sauce – served with polenta and seasonal fresh 
cut vegetables. 
Grilled Lamb Chops in a lemon vinaigrette sauce – Served with Swiss chard, and 
roasted potatoes.
Linguine Pescatore – fresh salmon, snapper, clams, mussels and prawns in a spicy 
tomato sauce.
Mushroom Ravioli – with Roma tomatoes and fresh spinach, in a light Marsala cream 
sauce.
Grilled Salmon – served with sautéed spinach, wild rice and vegetables. 

Dessert
Tiramisu – Italian dessert, consisting of alternating layers of coffee-soaked lady 
fingers and sweet mixture of mascarpone cheese, eggs and sugar.

Executive Chef -Antonio Zomora
Limited Seating — Make reservations through opentable.com or cucinaventi.com

Hours:  9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday - Saturday  •  9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View   |   (650) 254-1120    |   www.cucinaventi.com

Happy  Holidays from all of us! 
Call today for a reservation

Dinner by the movies 

Celebrate New Year’s Eve
With live Music and a special Menulive Music alive Music

in the Bay Area, including San 
Jose and San Francisco. And 
now, the boba tea sensation has 
touched down in Palo Alto.

 T4, a Taiwanese-based chain 
with three other Bay Area loca-
tions, opened its doors on Uni-
versity Avenue at the former 
Loving Hut site about a month 
ago and has received a warm 

welcome, with Yelp reviewers 
exclaiming, “Finally, a boba place 
in Palo Alto.”
 Locals craving bubble tea — tea 
shaken with milk, ice and sugar, 
often served with tapioca balls — 

had to travel to Mountain View 
or Redwood City in the past to 
get their boba fix. 
 “Everyone is mentioning that 
this is the only boba place at the 
moment (in Palo Alto), and a 

majority of people (who) went to 
Mountain View for boba are com-
ing here now,” T4 manager Kevin 
Oyang said. “It’s been great. It’s 
right on the main street so a lot 
of people get to walk by and see 
it, and it’s nice to have a down-
town area where everyone walks 
around and you get to meet a lot 
of different people. We have a very 
diverse customer base.”
 On a recent Friday afternoon 
at T4, an eclectic group of stu-
dents and tech workers relax in 
sleek white modern chairs sip-
ping on boba tea served in large 
see-through plastic cups with 
thick straws big enough to allow 
passage for the sweet and chewy 
tapioca pearls floating in the 
milky tea. They are surrounded 
by Tiffany-blue walls and glossy 
wallpaper with phrases like “Tea 
4 U” and “Taiwan 4 U.”
 The tapioca balls, which are 
made in-house and soaked in 
honey syrup, are the size of a 
small marble with the translu-
cence of caviar. They have the 
consistency of gummy candy and 
because of their density, tend to 
collect at the bottom of the cup.
 T4’s menu is extensive with 
teas, smoothies and other Tai-
wanese-style drinks. Oyang’s 
staff turns out on average 400 
drinks a day, from traditional 
f lavored or milk teas to spe-
cialty drinks including roasted 

Ming Wen, right, makes tea for T4 customers.

 Continued from previous page
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December 28

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.
oolong milk tea, honey peach 
royal tea and jadeite royal tea 
topped with cream.  

The levels of sweetness and ice 
can be adjusted to suit one’s pal-
ate, Oyang said. “We allow you 
to choose your sweetness and 
also the ice amount,” he said. 
“You can choose a percentage of 
how much ice and sweetness you 
want because not everyone wants 
the same sweetness.” (Patrons 
can choose from 0, 30, 50 or 80 
percent of sweetness and 0, 30 or 
80 percent of ice.)

T4 roasts four teas for its 
drinks, including Earl Grey (tra-
ditional black tea used as the base 
for classic boba milk tea), jasmine 
green tea (traditional green tea 
used as the base for classic green 
milk tea), oolong tea (traditional 
Chinese tea with a stronger tea 
flavor) and royal tea (lighter Chi-
nese green tea), as well as Thai tea 
for its Thai milk tea.

And don’t forget about the 
toppings: aloe (cubes of aloe 
vera), coconut jelly, rainbow 
jelly, coffee jelly, grass jelly (a 
jiggly jelly made from stalks 
and leaves of Mesona chinensis), 
fig jelly, egg pudding and red 
bean. The fresh grass jelly and 
egg pudding are made in house, 
prepared in long containers in 
the shape of a block and scooped 
for each order. Drinks are $3.25 
to $3.75 with 50 cents for each 
add-on topping.

Oyang said popular drinks 
include the caramel milk tea, 
which is made with Earl Grey 
tea, dairy creamer and caramel-
flavored syrup. A scoop of ice is 
added before the drink is hand-
shaken and poured into a plastic 
cup. The top is then sealed with 
plastic cellophane (the trick is 
achieving a clean piercing when 
poking your straw through the 
plastic lid). 

The sweet and creamy drink 
offers hints of caramel, and 
even with all the dairy creamer 

and sugar, you can still clearly 
taste the roasted Earl Grey tea. 
The caramel flavor is a perfect 
complement to the sweet tapioca 
pearls, which are cooked perfect-
ly to yield a chewy consistency 
and bouncy resilience.
 The rose milk tea, made with 
Earl Grey tea, dairy creamer and 
rose-flavored syrup, is another 
beloved drink at T4. “For the rose 
milk tea we do not use real rose,” 
Oyang admitted. “However, we do 
have two other drinks that contain 
real rose petals. Those two drinks 
are the elegant rose royal tea and 
also the elegant rose aloe.”
 T4 prides itself in using the 
freshest ingredients possible, as 
well as premium tea and house-
made toppings. Roasted teas are 
rotated every two to three hours 

and all drinks are made to order 
— no big vats of pre-made milk 
tea. 
 It is immensely satisfying to sip 
on the milk tea, as the squishy 
boba streams up the straw and 
fills your mouth along with the 
refreshing, sweet, fragrant liquid. 
The combination of chewing and 
swallowing provides a dessert 
and beverage in one sensation. V

T4
165 University Ave., Palo Alto. 
650-321-5588 
t4.com
Hours: 
Sunday to Thursday 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m.

Public Notice

Cal/EPA DTSC State of California

The mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and enviroment from harmful effects 
of toxic substances through the restoration of contaminatted resources, enforcement, 

regulation and pollution prevention

Department of Toxic Substances Control December 2014

SECOND FIVE-YEAR REVIEW 
FOR PLESSEY MICROSCIENCE SITE
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFORNIA 94040

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has approved the second Five–Year Review Report for the 
former Plessey Microscience Site (Site) located at 2274 – 2296 Mora Drive in the City of Mountain View, California 
94040. Between 1986 and 1990 investigations were conducted and confirmed the presence of chlorinated volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) in soil and groundwater. The primary substances detected were tetracloroethene (PCE), 
trichloroethene (TCE), and xylene. 

DTSC approved temporary remedial measures in 1990 which included the removal of six underground storage tanks, 
removal of approximately 455 cubic yards of VOC impacted soils, and the construction and operation of a soil vapor 
and a groundwater treatment system. DTSC approved the Remedial Action Plan (RAP) in May of 1992. The system 
operated from 2002 to 2009, and it was modified and enhanced during that period. The remedy was modified in 2005 
to include in-situ Hydrogen Release Compound (HRCTM) injections as an enhancement to the remedy in an attempt to 
expedite the cleanup. Injections were conducted in 2006 and 2008. The system was shut down in late 2009 when Plessey 
Microscience dissolve and DTSC took over the remediation of the Site. 

DTSC has conducted semi-annual groundwater monitoring to monitor the effectiveness of the previous HRCTM injections 
and conducted additional injections in 2013. The remedy is functioning as intended in that VOC concentrations continue 
to decrease. HRCTM injections have helped to expedite the cleanup, but additional injections are necessary to achieve the 
cleanup goals. The Five-Year Review Report recommended continued groundwater monitoring, and amendment of the 1992 
RAP. The amendment will change the remedy to include in-situ injections without the soil vapor and groundwater treatment 
system, to remediate the contaminated soil beneath the building, and to require a land use restriction be placed on the 
property so that potential indoor air vapors can be addressed. 

WHERE DO I GET MORE INFORMATION? Project documents are available at the DTSC file room at the address listed 
below. You can also review information at our web-site, please visit www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public. 

 City of Mountain View Public Library  Department of Toxic Substances Control
 585 Franklin Avenue  700 Heinz Avenue
 Mountain View, California 94041  Berkeley, California 94710
 (650) 903-6887; Call for appointment (510) 540-3800; Call for appointment

For further information, please contact the following DTSC staff:
Nina Bacey 

Project Manager 
(510) 540-2480 

Juanita.Bacey@dtsc.ca.gov 

Veronica Lopez-Villaseñor 
Public Participation Specialist 

(916) 255-3651; 
1 (866) 495-5651 

Veronica.Lopez-Villasenor@dtsc.ca.gov 

Sandy Nax 
Public Information Officer 

(916) 324-6114 
Sandy.Nax@dtsc.ca.gov 

Ming Wen makes a hot milk tea for a customer at T4 .
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Robert M. Caires peacefully 
passed away quietly at Paramount 
Senior Living in Turlock at the 
age of 84. Born July 19, 1930 in 
Oakland, Bob served 4 years in 
the US Naval Reserve from 1948 
– 1952, during the Korean War. 
After an honorable discharge, 
he attended business colleges, 
Foothill and San Jose State 
Colleges. He joined the Internal 
Revenue Service as an agent in 
1960 where he worked for 36 years 
until retiring. Bob was a member of the National Treasury 
Employee’s Union, the Rosicrucian Order AMORC, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, California Notary Association, L.A., YMCA, 
Mountain View Volunteer Fire District Commissioner, and a 
lifetime member of the Palo Alto Elks Lodge No 1471.

An avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed swimming, snorkeling, 
target and trap shooting, fishing, golf, sightseeing, hikes, 
tobogganing and was an amateur boxer. Most of all he 
enjoyed traveling with his wife, Helen, to many “out of 
the way” places in California, the Grand Canyon, Mexico, 
Canada, New England and Hawaii. Bob enjoyed and 
respected nature, wildlife and agriculture. During his later 
years, after 40+ years in Mountain View, he moved to Atria 
Senior Living-Sunnyvale (2007) and in 2013 moved to 
Paramount Court-Turlock, to be close to his Central Valley 
family. 

Robert was preceded in death by his wife of 39 years Helen 
(Wheeler) in 2005; dad Manuel Caires (1985), Madeira Island, 
Portugal; and mom Laura Caires (1988), New Bedford, MA. 

Robert (Bob, Pops, Grandpa, Great Grandpa, and 
Uncle) leaves behind many fond & funny memories with 
his daughter, Kasey (Ken), two grandchildren, Kameron 
(Lyndsay) and Kassidy; and two great grandchildren, Kollin 
and Jackson; sister Diane Ayers of Woodstock, GA, brother 
Gary Caires (Sharon) of Castro Valley, and cousin “Dee” 
Delores of Castro Valley, as well as many nieces and nephews.

At his request, a private “Celebration of Life” will be held 
with family.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that contributions 
may be made In Memory of Robert to Community Hospice, 
4368 Spyres Way, Modesto, CA 95356.

Please share your memories at www.AllenMortuary.com.

Robert Melvin Caires
July 19, 1930 - December 12, 2014

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

inspirations

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m.

Saturday Services: Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Study Groups: 10-11 a.m.

Pastor Kenny Fraser, B.A.M. DIV
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View - Office Hrs. M-F 9am-1pm 

www.mtviewda.adventistfaith.org  Phone: 650-967-2189

Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All 

Children’s Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:10  Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012

www.losaltoslutheran.org

LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
Please call 
Blanca Yoc

at 650-223-6596
or email  

byoc@paweekly.com

Annie (PG)    Century 16: 9:45 a.m., 12:50, 3:55, 7:10 & 10 p.m.    
Century 20: 11:50 a.m., 1:05, 3:05, 4:25, 6, 7:20 & 9:15 p.m.    

Big Eyes (PG-13)    Aquarius Theatre: 1:30, 4:15, 7:20 & 9:45 p.m.    
Century 20: 10:50 a.m., 1:35, 4:20, 7:05 & 9:45 p.m.    

Big Hero 6 (PG)    Century 16: 9 & 11:40 a.m., 2:20, 5, 7:45 & 10:25 
p.m.    Century 20: 10:40 a.m., 1:25, 4:05, 6:50 & 9:30 p.m.    

Birdman (R)     Palo Alto Square: 1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:05 p.m.    

Citizenfour (R) 1/2    Aquarius Theatre: 1 & 9:55 p.m.     

Exodus: Gods and Kings (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: 9 a.m., 12:25, 3:50, 7:15 & 10:40 p.m.     
Century 20: 12:15 p.m., 3:40, 7 & 10:25 p.m.    

Foxcatcher (R) 1/2    Aquarius Theatre: 3:45 & 7:05 p.m.    
Century 20: 10:15 a.m., 4:15 & 10:15 p.m.    

The Gambler (R)    Century 16: 9 & 11:45 a.m., 2:30, 5:15, 8 & 10:45 
p.m.    Century 20: 11:35 a.m., 2:25, 5:10, 8 & 10:45 pm.    

The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies (PG-13) 1/2    
Century 16: 9:15 a.m., 12:30, 1:40, 3:45, 7:15, 8:30 & 10:40 p.m. In 3-D 
at 10:20 & 11:20 a.m., 2:40, 5:05, 6:10 & 9:30 p.m.    Century 20: 10:20 
a.m., 1:45, 3:50, 7:10 & 9:35 p.m. In 3-D at 11:25 a.m., 12:30, 2:45, 6:10, 
8:25 & 10:30 p.m.    

Horrible Bosses 2 (R)    Century 20: 5:05 p.m.    

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1 (PG-13) 1/2    
Century 16: 10:25 a.m., 1:20, 4:20, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m.    Century 20: 
11 a.m., 1:55, 4:45, 7:40 & 10:35 p.m.    

The Imitation Game (PG-13)      
Century 16: 9:55 & 11:25 a.m., 12:45, 2:15, 3:40, 5, 6:30, 7:50, 9:15 & 
10:35 p.m.    Century 20: 11 a.m., 1:55, 4:50, 7:45 & 10:40 p.m.    

Interstellar (PG-13) 1/2    Century 16: 3:15 p.m.     
Century 20: 11:10 a.m., 2:50, 6:30 & 10:05 p.m.    

Into the Woods (PG)    Century 16: 10 a.m., 1, 4, 7:05 & 10:05 p.m.    
Century 20: 10:20 a.m., 1:20, 4:25, 7:30 & 10:35 p.m.    

Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb (PG)    Century 16: 
9:25, 10:40 & 11:55 a.m., 1:10, 2:25, 3:40, 4:55, 6:15, 7:40, 9 & 10:10 
p.m.    Century 20: 10:30 & 11:30 a.m., 2, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40 & 10:40 p.m.    

P.K. (Not Rated)    Century 16: 11:30 a.m., 7 & 10:35 p.m.    

The Penguins of Madagascar (PG)      
Century 16: 9:10 & 11:35 a.m., 2 & 4:30 p.m.     
Century 20: 11:05 a.m., 1:40, 4:10, 6:40 & 9:10 p.m.    

St. Vincent (PG-13)    Century 16: 7:20 & 9:55 p.m.    

The Ten Commandments (1956) (Not Rated)     
Stanford Theatre: 7:30 p.m., Sat & Sun 2 p.m.    

The Theory of Everything (PG-13)      
Century 20: 1:15 & 7:25 p.m.    Palo Alto Square: 1, 4, 7 & 10 p.m.    

Top Five (R) 1/2     
Century 20: 11:45 a.m., 2:20, 5, 7:50 & 10:45 p.m.    

Unbroken (PG-13)    Century 16: 9:50 a.m., 1:10, 4:20, 7:35 & 10:45 
p.m.    Century 20: 11:15 a.m., 2:30, 5:45 & 8:55 p.m. In X-D at 12:45, 4, 
7:15 & 10:25 p.m.    

Wild (R)     Century 20: 10:55 a.m., 1:50, 4:40, 7:35 & 10:20 
p.m.    Guild Theatre: 1:30, 4:15, 7:05 & 9:40 p.m.

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-3264)
CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

STANFORD THEATRE: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700)
For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing  

at the Aquarius, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

Skip it
Some redeeming qualities

A good bet
Outstanding

For show times, plot synopses,  
trailers and more movie  
info, visit www.mv-voice.com  
and click on movies.

M O V I E T I M E S

M O V I E R E V I E W S

THE HOBBIT:  
THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE 
ARMIES  1/2
Hobbits put their trust in simple pleasures, 
so it’s ironic that writer-director-producer 
Peter Jackson has complicated “The Hob-
bit,” J.R.R. Tolkien’s humble volume, into 
three, two-hour-plus films, culminating 
in “The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies.” It’s probably best not to think 
about how this $250 million sausage was 
made, as it’ll quickly become apparent 
how redundant in theme and narrative it 
is to the preceding five Middle Earth films. 
That aside, fans of the series and fanboy 
grumblers will have to agree that the film is 
often entertaining. Choreographed action 
rules the day, with clashes on an ice floe, 
a crumbling bridge and a mountain ridge. 
The gang’s all here: hobbit Bilbo Baggins 
(Martin Freeman), greed-infected dwarf 
Thorin Oakenshield (Richard Armitage) 
and his twelve dwarf compatriots, sage 
wizard Gandalf (Ian McKellen), Elven king 
Thranduil (Lee Pace) and his son Legolas 
(Orlando Bloom), Woodland Elf Tauriel 
(Evangeline Lilly), royal Elf Galadriel (Cate 
Blanchett) and human Bard the Bowman 
(Luke Evans). The sprawling saga also 
affords many more parts for beloved Brit-
ish thespians, including Ian Holm, Stephen 
Fry, Billy Connolly, Benedict Cumberbatch 
and the 92-year-old Christopher Lee. “The 
Battle of the Five Armies” is many stories: a 
tale of Middle-Earth “troubles” — “ethnic 
tensions” if you will — a (self-mocking?) 
parable of greed, a love story of sorts, and 
a tale of male bonding between Bilbo and 
Thorin. Add in grace notes from Jackson 
and his team, and genre fans likely won’t 
feel cheated. But for some, especially 
fantasy tourists, the “Ring”-around-the-
resolution feels pretty old by now. Rated 
PG-13 for extended sequences of intense 
fantasy action violence, and frightening 
images. Two hours, 24 minutes. — P.C. 
(Reviewed Dec. 19, 2014)

THE IMITATION GAME 

Awards season always makes room for 
at least one plummy-toned drama, so it’s 
no surprise to see Benedict Cumberbatch 
refereeing the classic internal wrestling 
match between British reserve and tor-
tured feeling in “The Imitation Game.” 
Cumberbatch, best known from BBC’s 
“Sherlock,” inhabits WWII codebreaker 
and computer innovator Alan Turing with 
his social anxiety, fierce determination and 
keen intellect. The “based on a true story” 
film mostly unfolds in the early 1940s at the 
top-secret Government Code and Cypher 
School, where Turing and a team worked 
to break the German naval Enigma code, 
largely by use of a prototypical computer 
of his design. But Graham Moore’s screen-
play — derived from “Alan Turing: The 
Enigma” — also leapfrogs backward to 
Turing’s schoolboy days (and first love with 
a male friend) and forward to the incident 
that found him prosecuted for “gross 
indecency.” Directed by Morten Tyldum, 
the film is a dutiful biopic, tasteful to a 
fault. It’s Cumberbatch who elevates the 
material with depth of feeling, appearing 
arguably less interested in winning the war 
(something for which Winston Churchill 
principally credited Turing) than proving 

his own thinking correct, and meanwhile 
making guiltily halfhearted overtures to 
colleague Joan Clarke (Keira Knightley). 
Apart from Cumberbatch’s performance 
and other fine supporting turns, the film’s 
principal achievement is simply in making 
Turing’s story visible, which has seen only 
a few treatments on stage and screen. 
“The Imitation Game” capably dramatizes 
an important story while giving rising star 

S.T. - Susan Tavernetti, P.C. - Peter Canavese, 
T.H. - Tyler Hanley

M O V I E C R I T I C S

Cumberbatch juicy dramatic material. 
Rated PG-13 for some sexual references, 
mature thematic material and historical 
smoking. One hour, 54 minutes. — P.C. 
(Reviewed Dec. 19, 2014)
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ART GALLERIES
‘Ebb & Flow’ For this exhibit, plein air pastelist 
Teresa Ruzzo will contribute new work inspired by 
the Russian River, Big Sur, the Palo Alto Baylands 
and the Stanford hills. Through Jan. 3, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. (Sundays til 3 p.m.) Free. Viewpoints Gallery, 
315 State St., Los Altos. www.viewpointsgallery.
com
‘Reflections’ Gallery 9 Los Altos will mount 
an exhibit of contemporary art by 28 different 
local artists, depicting landscapes, seascapes, 
abstract compositions and introspective reflection. 
Mediums will include painting, photography, 
metal work, jewelry, sculpture, ceramics and 
printmaking. Through Dec. 30, Tuesday-Saturday, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, noon-4 p.m. Free. Gallery 
9 Los Altos, 143 Main St., Los Altos. www.
gallery9losaltos.com

CLASSES/WORKSHOPS
Foothill College Winter Quarter 
registration Registration for Winter Quarter 
2015 classes at Foothill College is now open and 
will continue until Jan. 4, the day before classes 
begin. Winter Quarter will last until March 27. 
A search-able class schedule is available. Nov. 
20-Jan. 4. $31 per unit for California residents, 
plus basic fees. Foothill College, 12345 El Monte 
Road, Los Altos Hills. Call 650-949-7325. www.
foothill.fhda.edu/admissions.php

CLUBS/MEETINGS
Mountain View Tennis Club 2015 
Membership The Mountain View Tennis Club 
is offering new memberships for city residents 
until the end of the year at a special price of $20. 
The club holds tournaments, sponsors USTA 
teams, has a ladder and promotes tennis within 
the community. Non-residents are also welcome. 
Nov. 20-Dec. 31. www.mvtc.net
Mountain View Woman’s Club Mountain 
View Woman’s Club is a charitable organization 
that meets monthly to work on community 
projects. Guest are welcome at meetings. First 
Wednesday of each month, year-round, noon. 
Free. Mountain View Masonic Lodge, 890 Church 
St., Mountain View. Call 650-965-1570. 

CONCERTS
Yiddish Art Trio CD Release Yiddish Art 
Trio, an experimental group of klezmer and 
Yiddish musicians from New York, will perform 
a house concert as part of its CD release tour. 
Contact the organizers for more details. Jan. 7, 8 
p.m. $20 suggested donation. Private residence, 
location provided upon registration, Mountain 
View. Call 917-687-2910. www.yiddisharttrio.com

EXHIBITS
‘Beginning with Water’ This exhibit will 
showcase the work of Community School of 
Music and Arts faculty and students ages 5 to 
adult. Their work incorporates water both as a 
material and a theme. Through Jan. 11, center 
hours. Free. Community School of Music and Arts, 
Finn Center, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain 
View. www.arts4all.org/attend/mohrgallery.htm
‘Silicon Valley: The Lure & the Legends’ 
The Los Altos History Museum will have on display 
an exhibit called “Silicon Valley: The Lure & the 
Legends” which examines the reasons why this 
area turned from orchards to a technology hub. 
The exhibit will focus on local factors and figures 
who contributed to the transformation. Thursday-
Sunday, Oct. 18-April 19, noon-4 p.m. Free. Los 
Altos History Museum, 51 S. San Antonio Road, 
Los Altos. www.losaltoshistory.org/lure_legends.
html

FAMILY AND KIDS
Nick Bruel with ‘Bad Kitty’ and ‘A 
Wonderful Year’ Nick Bruel, author and 
illustrator of the Bad Kitty series, will visit Linden 
Tree Books to talk to kids about his two new 
books, “Bad Kitty: Puppy’s Big Day” and “A 
Wonderful Year.” Registration is appreciated. 
Jan. 6, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Linden Tree Books, 265 
State St., Los Altos. Call 650-949-3390. www.
lindentreebooks.com

KEVIN BERNE

CATCHING A STAR
Adrienne Walters as Molly and Tim Homsley as Peter perform in TheatreWorks’ “Peter and the Starcatcher” through Jan. 3. The Tony 
Award-winning play is a sequel to “Peter Pan.” Tickets: $19-$74. See website for specific dates, timing and pricing. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-463-1950. www.theatreworks.org

HEALTH
Jacki’s Aerobic Dancing Jacki’s Aerobic 
Dancing classes, held three times per week, lead 
participants in abdominal work, strength training 
and aerobic routines. Complimentary child care is 
available. Monday, Wednesday and Friday, year-
round, 9-10 a.m. $36/month; $5/class. Mountain 
View Masonic Lodge, 890 Church St., Mountain 
View. Call 650-941-1002. www.jackis.com

Jacki’s Aerobic Dancing at For the Love 
of Dance These twice weekly classes held at 
For the Love of Dance will help participants stay 
fit through dance-like exercises. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, year-round, 9-10 a.m. $90 for 10 
classes; $65 monthly. For the Love of Dance, 2483 
Old Middlefield Way, Suite B, Mountain View. Call 
650-861-0650. www.fortheloveofdancemv.com

FOOD AND DRINK
Ugly Sweater Holiday Beer Tour Bay Area 
Ale Trails will organize an Ugly Sweater Holiday 
Beer Tour, which will make a stop at Mountain 
View’s Tied House brewery, as well as Freewheel 
Brewing Co. and Firehouse Grill & Brewery. 
Dec. 27. $135. Tied House Brewery & Cafe, 954 
Villa St., Mountian View. Call 415-928-9841. 
bayareaaletrails.com/brewery-tours/brewery-
tours/

ON STAGE
‘Peter and the Starcatcher’ TheatreWorks 
stages a holiday production of “Peter and the 
Starcatcher,” a Tony Award-winning, adventure-
filled sequel to “Peter Pan.” See website for 
specific dates, timing and pricing. Dec. 3-Jan. 3. 
$19-$74. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield 
Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-463-1950. www.
theatreworks.org

RELIGION/SPIRITUALITY
Insight Meditation South Bay Shaila 
Catherine and guest teachers will lead weekly 
Insight Meditation sittings, followed by talks on 
Buddhist teachings. Nov. 11-Jan. 6, 7:30-9 p.m. 
Donations accepted. St. Timothy’s Episcopal 
Church, Edwards Hall, 2094 Grant Road, 
Mountain View. Call 650-857-0904. www.imsb.
org

LECTURES & TALKS
‘Next-Generation Clean Energy’ Dr. 
Dan Arvizu, CEO of National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, will discuss the growing demand for 
alternative energy sources in a public talk called 
“Next-Generation Clean Energy Technology: 
American and Global Progress.” The event is 
co-sponsored by the World Affairs Council and 
the Los Altos Library. Jan. 7, 7:30-9 p.m. Free. Los 
Altos Youth Center, 1 N. San Antonio Road, Los 
Altos. www.worldaffairs.org/events/event/1372#.
VJhQ3v8AAMA
Docent lecture on ‘Fantastic Worlds’ 
This talk by SFMOMA called “Fantastic Worlds: 
Surrealism and Beyond” will explore how a 
influential group of early 20th century artists — 
including Man Ray, Rene Magritte and Salvador 
Dali — incorporated elements of play, experiment 
and fantasy into their work. Jan. 5, 7-8 p.m. Free. 
Los Altos Library, 13 S. San Antonio Road, Los 
Altos. www.sccl.org

TEEN ACTIVITIES
Author Jennifer Niven with ‘All the 
Bright Places’ Jennifer Niven will visit Linden 
Tree Books to discuss her new young adult love 
story, “All the Bright Places,” which is heading 
to the big screen in a film with Elle Fanning. Jan. 
9, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Linden Tree Books, 265 
State St., Los Altos . Call 650-949-3390. www.
lindentreebooks.com

Mountain View Voice

Donate online at
www.siliconvalleycf.org/mvv-holiday-fund

Support your community
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
Pregnant?  
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (CalSCAN)

Pregnant?  
Thinking of adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s  
One True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/ New Mexico/Indiana 
(AAN CAN)

2015 Dance Classes 

George Burns in Menlo Park!

Hogmanay Dance Palo Alto

I need 2 tix It’s Wonderful LIfe

Montclair Women’s  Big Band Live!

SPACE WANTED  
Need to rent storage space for my violin 
business. 650-325-7087.

Stanford music tutoring

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Airbrush Makeup Artist  
Course For: Ads . TV . Film . Fashion 35% 
OFF TUITION - SPECIAL $1990 - Train 
& Build Portfolio . One Week Course 
Details at: AwardMakeupSchool.com 
818-980-2119 (AAN CAN)

German Language Classes

Instruction for Hebrew  
Bar and Bat Mitzvah.  
For Affiliated and Unaffiliated. George 
Rubin, M.A. in Hebrew/Jewish Education 
650/424-1940

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Private Piano 
Instruction  
(650) 493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
In downtown Mtn.View.  
Most Instruments voice.  
All ages & levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

135 Group Activities
Thanks St, Jude

140 Lost & Found
Lost Cat - KIRBY PLACE, PALO ALTO  
HE’s  STRICTLY AN INDOOR CAT AND 
RAN OUTSIDE LAST NIGHT (DEC 18) 
BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 6AM THIS 
MORNING (DEC 19) 
LONG HAIRED, DARK COLORED. HAS A 
MAIN COON LOOK TO HIM, VERY BUSHY 
TAIL, VERY “LION” LOOKING 
NO COLLAR 
PLEASE HELP US FIND HIM – REWARD!!! 
70 KIRBY PLACE , PALO ALTO 
650.888.8357

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
Become a Nature Volunteer!

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars  
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not!  
Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You!  
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat  
to HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care of.  
800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Sq.Green Glass Dish Set - $75.00

235 Wanted to Buy
Cash for Diabetic Test Strips  
Don’t throw boxes away - Help others. 
Unopened / Unexpired boxes only. 
All Brands Considered. Call Anytime! 
24hrs/7days (888) 491-1168 (Cal-SCAN)

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Christmas Dishes 48Pc. - $75.00

Pottery Barn Dining Room - $500/$600

Screen Door - $60

245 Miscellaneous
DISH TV  
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 
mos.) SAVE! Regular Price $32.99 Call 
Today and Ask About FREE SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 888-992-1957 
(AAN CAN)

DISH TV Retailer  
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at $14.95/
month (where available.) SAVE!  
Ask About SAME DAY Installation!  
CALL Now! 1-800-357-0810. (Cal-SCAN)

Get The Big Deal!  
from DirecTV! Act Now- $19.99/ mo. 
Free 3-Months of HBO, starz, SHOWTIME 
& CINEMAX. FREE GENIE HD/DVR 
Upgrade! 2014 NFL  
Sunday Ticket. Included with Select 
Packages. New Customers Only. IV 
Support Holdings LLC- An authorized 
DirecTV Dealer. Some exclusions apply - 
Call for details 1-800-385-9017  
(Cal-SCAN)

Sawmills  
from only $4397.00- Make and save 
money with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship. FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

Prime Cemetery Plot at Alta Mesa  
Double plot, Great location! Magnolia 
Sec. 8, Lot 2015. Priced to sell at $6,999. 
408-568-5863

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
Brand New Preschool Open House

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
Online Writing Tutor

355 Items for Sale
Did You Know  
Newspaper-generated content is so 
valuable it’s  taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, tweeted, dis-
cussed, posted, copied, edited, and 
emailed countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Mind
& Body

403 Acupuncture

Treatments for Alzheimers  
Acupuncturist Jay Wang PhD, special-
ized in chronical illness for seniors. 
Call 650-485-3293 for a free consulta-
tion. 747 Altos Oaks Dr., Los Altos

425 Health Services
Safe Step Walk-in Tub  
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. 
Wide Door. Anti- Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included.  
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

460 Pilates
Did You Know  
that not only does newspaper media 
reach a HUGE Audience, they also reach 
an ENGAGED AUDIENCE. Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

488 Spa Services
Did You Know  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or  
email cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Computer  
Symphony Teleca Services, Inc., spe-
cializing in state-of-the-art wireless 
technol., has a degreed/exp. position 
available for a Principal Architect 
in Mountain View, CA and other 
unanticipated worksites. Candidate 
must have industry exp. in the fol-
lowing: 3 yrs of exp. in req. analysis, 
efforts est. and resource planning 
w/Doors and MS Project SW tools; 3 
yrs of des. cross-platform arch. solu-
tions: iOS, Android, HTML5 desktop; 
3 yrs of exp. in C/C++ ANSI Coding 
standards validation, des. patterns 
and eng. practices checking for 
prod. clean and maintainable code 
w/KlocWork; Applications dev. for 
Android or iOS or HTML5 embed-
ded or mobile devices confirmed by 
pub. apps; Protocols usage: HTTP, 
NFC, Bluetooth, ActiveSync & DLNA; 
Multithreaded programming, asyn-
chronous and event driven apps des.; 
Agile and iterative dev. and team 
mgmt. processes. Mail resume w/job 
code (T-ST07) to Human Resources 
Manager – T.E., 5360 Legacy Drive, 
Suite 120, Plano, TX 75024. EEO 
employer: including race, gender,  
disability and veterans status.

Computers  
Chief Architect, Mobile Gaming. 
Menlo Park, CA. BS in CS, CIS or rltd 
+ 7 yrs exp in job offered or rltd. 
Oversee mobile game dev.  
Apply: Punchbox USA Inc.,  
jobs@us.chukong-inc.com

Inventory Takers  
Now hiring! Start: $10.75/hr. Flex 
P/T work! Reg wage reviews. 
Advancement oppts. Must have  
reliable trans. EEO/Vet/Disabled. 
Apply at www.rgisinv.com  
Select San Francisco Bay Area.

MS History/GeographyTeacher  
Palo Alto, CA. Teach Middle School 
History and Geography in French 
according to the French Ministry of 
Education curriculum guidelines.  
BA history or rel. field + 2yrs. 
exper. Resumes to Head of School, 
International School of the Peninsula, 
151 Laura Lane, Palo Alto, CA 94303.

Software Engineer  
Menlo Park, CA. Master’s in CS or rltd 
+ 2 yrs exp in job offered or rltd. Build 
and optimize mobile games.  
Apply: Punchbox USA Inc.,  
jobs@us.chukong-inc.com

550 Business 
Opportunities
AVON  
Earn extra income with a new career! 
Sell from home, work, online.  
$15 startup. For information,  
call: 877-830-2916. (CalSCAN)

560 Employment 
Information
$1,000 Weekly!!  
Mailing brochures from home. Helping 
home workers since 2001. Genuine 
Opportunity. No Experience required. 
Start Immediately  
www.mailingmembers.com (AAN CAN)

Africa, Brazil Work/Study!  
Change the lives of others and create 
a sustainable future. 1, 6, 9, 18 month 
programs available. Apply now! 
www.OneWorldCenter.org 269.591.0518 
info@OneWorldCenter.org (AAN CAN)

Drivers: Attn: Drivers  
$2K Sign-On Bonus - SAME DAY 
APPROVALS! Stay Warm w/ APU New 
KW Trucks! Earn $55K p/yr! CDL-A Req. 
(877) 258-8782 www.ad-drivers.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

624 Financial
Big Trouble with IRS?  
 Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? 
Stop wage and bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
and resolve tax debt FAST.  
Call 844-753-1317 
 (AAN CAN)

Big Trouble with IRS?  
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? 
Stop wage and bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
and resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. 
A BBB. Call 1-800-761-5395. (Cal-SCAN)

Do You Owe $10,000  
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Get tax 
relief now! Call BlueTax, the nation’s full 
service tax solution firm. 800-393-6403. 

Reduce Your Past Tax Bill  
by as much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, 
Liens and Wage Garnishments.  
Call The Tax DR Now to see if you Qualify 
1-800-498-1067. (Cal-SCAN)

Social Secuity Disability  
benefits. Unable to work? Denied  
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay 
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon & 
Associates at 1-800-966-1904 to start 
your application today! (Cal-SCAN)

628 Graphics/
Webdesign
Did You Know  
144 million U.S. Adults read a 
Newspaper print copy each week? 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure  
call 916-288-6011 or  
email cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Auto Insurance  
starting at $25/month.  
Call 855-977-9537 (AAN CAN)

Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies!  
Call Now! 888-989-4807. (CalSCAN)

Home
Services

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

J. Garcia Garden Maintenance 
Service  
Free est. 21 years exp.  
650/366-4301 or 650/346-6781

LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Rototil 
*Clean Ups *Tree Trim *Power Wash 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
18 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242 
landaramon@yahoo.com

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!
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print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

To place a Classified ad in
The Almanac, The Palo Alto Weekly  

or The Mountain View Voice  
call 326-8216  

or visit us at fogster.com

Fogster.com  
is a unique website offering 

FREE  
postings from communities 

throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for  
your ad to appear  
in The Almanac,  

the Palo Alto Weekly, and the 
Mountain View Voice.

Place an ad

ONLINE: fogster.com

E-mail: ads@fogster.com

PHONE: 650/326-8216

FOGSTER.COM fogster.com Think Globally, Post Locally.



R.G. Landscape 
Yard Clean-ups, debris removal,  
maintenance, installations. Free est. 
650/468-8859

Tired of Mow, Blow and Go? 
Owner operated, 40 years exp. All 
phases of gardening/landscaping. Ref. 
Call Eric, 408/356-1350

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

759 Hauling
 J & G HAULING SERVICE  
Misc. junk, office, gar., furn.,  
mattresses, green waste, more.  
Lic./ins. Free est. 650/743-8852  
(see my Yelp reviews) 

767 Movers
Sunny Express Moving Co.  
Afforable, Reliable, References. Lic. CalT 
#191198. 650/722-6586 or 408/904-9688

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

DAVID AND MARTIN 
PAINTING
Quality work 

 Good references 
Low price

Lic. #52643 (650) 575-2022
Glen Hodges Painting 
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325

STYLE PAINTING 
Full service painting. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering 
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

779 Organizing 
Services
End the Clutter & Get Organized 
Residential Organizing  
by Debra Robinson  
(650)390-0125

Real
Estate

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park Las Lomitas, 3 BR/2 BA - 
$4300/mo

Palo Alto Home, 4 BR/2 BA - $4600.mont

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
All Areas: Roommates.com 
Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find the perfect 
roommate to complement your person-
ality and lifestyle at Roommates.com! 
(AAN CAN)

811 Office Space
THERAPIST OFFICE SUBLET

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $899000

Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $1099000

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $899000

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
KEILA’S CLEANING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 598576 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Keila’s Cleaning, located at 251 Higdon 
Av.#2, Mountain View, CA 94041, Santa 
Clara County. 
This business is owned by: An 
Individual. 
The name and residence address of the 
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are): 
KEILA E. GARCIA AYALA 
251 Higdon Av. #2 
Mt. View, CA 94041 
Registrant/Owner began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 11-17-14. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on November 18, 2014. 
(MVV Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2014)

fogster.comTM
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 
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FROM MY FAMILY TO YOURS.
Tori Atwell

“Is Quality Important to You?  We M easure Quality by Results”

Team BRE# 70000637

Yvonne Heyl 

Jeff Gonzalez

Power of Two

Public 

Notices

Do You Know?

FOGSTER.COM
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®

650.488.7325 |  www.deleonrea l ty.com |  DeLeon Real ty  CalBRE #01903224

Warmest wishes for a wonderful holiday season
From your friends at DeLeon Realty
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TROYER
GROUP

THE 650 • 440 • 5076
david@davidtroyer.com
davidtroyer.com

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

CalBRE# 01234450

DAVID REPRESENTED OVER 120 SELLERS & BUYERS IN 2014!

PLANNING TO SELL IN 2015?
Call the #1 Agent in Mountain View, Los Altos, and the Hills Now!
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2413 Hastings Drive, Belmont  
1,690 Sq.Ft.  5,160 Sq. Ft.

2/14/2014  |  $1,175,000.00

COMPETED AGAINST 11 OFFERS!

201 Flynn Ave#22, Mountain View 
1,254 Sq.Ft.  3,174 Sq.Ft.

3/12/2014  |  $700,000.00

RECEIVED 8 OFFERS!

898 Persimmon Avenue, Sunnyvale
1,477 Sq.Ft.  6,800 Sq.Ft.

3/18/2014  |  $1,420,000.00

COMPETED AGAINST 25 OFFERS!

1012 W. Dana Street, Mountain View 
2,390 Sq.Ft.  15.000 Sq.Ft. 
3/20/14  |  $2,500,000.0

GOT THIS PROPERTY PREEMPTIVELY

331 Carmelita Drive, Mountain View 
2,864 Sq.Ft.  9,231 Sq.Ft.

4/1/2014  |  $2,330,000.00

COMPETED AGAINST MULTIPLE OFFERS!

2412 Laura Lane, Mountain View 
1,152 Sq.Ft.  5,000 Sq.Ft. 

4/24/2014  |  $1,315,000.00

COMPETED AGAINST MULTIPLE OFFERS!

149 S. California Ave #A304 
1,247 Sq.Ft.  871 Sq.Ft. Lot

5/16/2014  |  $1,060,000.00

COMPETED AGAINST MULTIPLE OFFERS!

78 Eldora drive, Mountain View 
2,028 Sq.Ft.  5,406 Sq.Ft. Lot
5/16/2014  |  $1,275,000.00 

PURCHASED BELOW ASKING PRICE! 

816 Sonia Way, Mountain View 
1,104 Sq.Ft.  5,952 Sq.Ft. Lot
5/23/2014  |  $1,300,000.00 

COMPETED AGAINST MULTIPLE OFFERS

 Michael GALLI

Sold in 2014

MICHAEL GALLI  
President’s Club
650.248.3076   |  MichaelGalli.com  |  Michael@apr.com
BRE# 01852633

Give me a call with any Real Estate 
questions you may have!

Named one of the best Realtors 
in the United States in 2013
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675 Nash Avenue, Menlo Park
 1,000 Sq.Ft.  5,000 Sq.Ft. Lot 
5/23/2014  |  $1,480,000.00

COMPETED AGAINST  
MULTIPLE OFFERS!

16202 Serena Vista, Monte Sereno 
4,412 Sq.Ft.  29,400 Sq.FtLot    
4/22/2014  |  $3,400,000.00 

PURCHASED BELOW  
ASKING PRICE!

494 Novato Avenue, Sunnyvale 
2,374 Sq.Ft.  5,500 Sq.Ft. Lot           
7/10/2014  |  $1,530,494.00

COMPETED AGAINST  
MULTIPLE OFFERS!

212 Central Avenue,  
Mountain View 

1,526 Sq.Ft.  1,685Sq.Ft.Lot    
8/7/2014  |  $990,000.00 

COMPETED AGAINST  
MULTIPLE OFFERS!

940 San Marcos Circle, 
Mountain View  

1,415 Sq.Ft.  6,000Sq.Ft
8/28/2014  |  $1,275,000.00 

COMPETED AGAINST  
MULTIPLE OFFERS!

709 College Avenue, Menlo Park 
4,170 Sq.Ft.  8,000 Sq.Ft. Lot
10/9/2014  |  $4,025,000.00 

COMPETED AGAINST  
MULTIPLE OFFERS!

702 Palo Alto Avenue,  
Mountain View 

1,677 Sq.Ft.  7,500 Sq.Ft.   
10/23/2014  |  $1,560,000.00

RECEIVED MULTIPLE  
OFFERS!

743 San Ramon Avenue, 
Sunnyvale 

1,767 Sq.Ft.  5,450 Sq.Ft.     
11/24/2014  |  $855,000.00

PURCHASED WITHIN 2 DAYS 
OF BEING ON MARKET!

765 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto 
1,212 Sq.Ft.  1,316 Sq.Ft. Lot      
12/8/2014  |  $1,100,000.00 

COMPETED AGAINST  
25 OFFERS!

380 E. Eaglewood Avenue, 
Sunnyvale 

1,333 Sq.Ft.  6,136 Sq.Ft.      
12/16/2014  |  $995,000 

COMPETED AGAINST  
25 OFFERS!

 Michael GALLI

Sold in 2014

MICHAEL GALLI  
President’s Club
650.248.3076   |  MichaelGalli.com  |  Michael@apr.com
BRE# 01852633

Give me a call with any Real Estate 
questions you may have!

Named one of the best Realtors 
in the United States in 2013
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President’s Club
650.248.3076   |  MichaelGalli.com  |  Michael@apr.com
BRE# 01852633
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Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!
 Wishing you and your families a very prosperous 2015,  

may this New Year bring you much joy and success!

Thank you for your trust, referrals, and friendships. 

Buying or Selling? 
Give me a call with any Real Estate questions you may have!

Michael (a.k.a. Mr. Mountain View) just sold our home in Mountain View and we are 
over the moon! We got $65K over list and had multiple offers immediately after the 
open house. He was professional, dedicated, and enthusiastic. Everything was 
well explained with no surprises and very smooth. Thanks Michael! 

– Dave C., Mountain View
 

After interviewing three agents, we chose to go with Michael. We started looking 
in early April and in June we went into contract on a Mountain View townhouse. 
We found Michael super responsive, knowledgeable, friendly, genuine, and a 
consummate professional. Michael was also an expert at the offer process. In this 
insane real estate market, there is nothing like having someone on your side. We 
would not have gotten our place without him. 

– Jennifer R., Mountain View

Michael is amazing – probably the best agent I have ever worked with. 
He is incredibly well-connected and knows of every listing (many that 
don’t ever go on the market) which is huge in a competitive market. I can’t 
recommend him enough. 

– Gina W., Mountain View

We recently closed escrow on the sale of our home working with Michael 
as our listing agent. He is extremely knowledgeable, keeps everything on 

the painters – all reiterated that we were in great hands with Michael. We 

home, which ultimately led to receiving multiple offers. Michael is the best! 

– Melissa E., San Jose

Just a few of Michael’s 5-Star                  Reviews               


