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By Kevin Forestieri

C
iting transportation 
enhancements and envi-
ronmental sustainability 

as top key issues last month, the 
Mountain View City Council 
took a first step toward re-pri-
oritizing major infrastructure 
projects for the next five years, 
including a renewed emphasis 
on bike and pedestrian improve-
ments and possibly a grade sepa-
ration for the Caltrain crossing at 
Rengstorff Avenue.
 Council members re-visited 
the five-year list of the city’s capi-
tal improvement projects a year 
early because of the huge influx 
of new potential projects and the 
changing priorities of the City 
Council following the November 
election, according to the city staff 
report. Council members decided 
last month that affordable hous-
ing, improved transportation and 
environmental efforts should be 
the main focus of their decisions 
and development plans.
 Because many of the projects 
draw from the same funding 
source, reserve funds and so-
called “Construction and Con-
veyance” taxes, council members 
had to weigh in on what will take 
priority if there aren’t enough 
funds to go around.
 This year the city has about 
$3.1 million in funding for dis-
cretionary projects. Council 
members gave the green-light 
to put $130,000 towards design-
ing plans for a bike boulevard 
on Latham and Church streets 
between Grant Road and Show-
ers Drive, $250,000 towards bike 
paths along Calderon Avenue and 
about $1 million on major bicycle 
and pedestrian projects that have 
yet to be determined from the 
city’s Complete Street Study or 
Bicycle Transportation Plan.
Other projects didn’t win the 

same level of support. Council 
member Mike Kasperzak ques-
tioned the city’s plan to spend as 
much as $1.7 million on design-
ing and constructing pedestrian 
and bike improvements at the 
intersection of Castro Street, 
Moffett Boulevard and Central 
Expressway when council mem-
bers had talked about the possi-
bility of closing Castro Street to 
traffic at the train tracks earlier 
this month.
 Mike Fuller, the city’s public 
works director, said the deci-
sion on whether to close traffic 
onto Castro street is still years 
away, and the improvements 
would help to fix the immedi-
ate problems regarding safety 
and people crossing the street. 
Council member Ken Rosenberg 
agreed.
“Crossing (Central) is a hazard 
to your health,” Rosenberg said.
 A majority of council members 
also gave the thumbs-up to look 
into a grade separation project 
for the Caltrain tracks at Reng-
storff and Central Expressway, 
although they also expressed 
skepticism over the fate of the 
train tracks amid the state’s plans 
for high-speed rail. Fuller admit-
ted that it’s hard to know what 
to do, but suggested it might be 
good to at least get environmental 
clearance for grade separations, 
at a cost of about $1 million. City 
Manager Dan Rich said having 
clearance will keep city officials 
from scrambling if grant money 
or federal funds come along to 
help pay for the projects.
 Council member Lenny Siegel 
said he had his reservations, and 
noted that Palo Alto is not going 
for grade separation.
 “I’d hate to jump the gun and 
start doing environmental work 
before we get a good idea of what 

Full steam ahead on park 
plans and bike improvements

NEW CITY COUNCIL REVISITS PLAN FOR BIG  
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

 See PLANS, page 6

By Kevin Forestieri

A
fter years of delays 
and scaled-back plans 
to improve Mountain 

View’s community center at 
Rengstorff Park, the City Council 
on Tuesday approved a design 
that would renovate the 50-year-
old building and expand the 
facility deeper into the park.

The design calls for an entirely 

new “social hall” to be added to 
the side of the community center 
facing the park, big enough to 
fit 250 seats and support large 
events. The existing social hall 
will be renovated and converted 
into a preschool room. 
 The $17 million face-lift will 
add about 6,700 square feet to the 
center.
 Council members approved 
the design in a 5-1 decision at the 

March 24 meeting, with coun-
cil member John Inks dissent-
ing and Mayor John McAlister 
absent. 
 While the price tag on the 
renovation is substantially less 
than re-doing the whole build-
ing, and a big step back from the 
original $140 million improve-
ment plans to Rengstorff Park 

Council OKs Rengstorff community center design
$17 MILLION IN IMPROVEMENTS AND EXPANSION PLANNED FOR AGING FACILITY

 See RENGSTORFF, page 7

By Kevin Forestieri

D
ozens of people showed 
up at the doors of Com-
munity Services Agen-

cy on Tuesday, some arriving 
an hour early, to get screened for 
diabetes. It may not sound like 
an occasion to get excited about, 
but needy residents of Mountain 
View appeared eager to take 

advantage of a new program 
that takes on diabetes and fights 
the root causes of the disease.
 The program, called Chal-
lenge Diabetes, is a four month-
long pilot program where peo-
ple, free of charge, can come 
in and get their blood sugar 
tested for diabetes and pre-
diabetes. While at CSA, they 
can pick bags of food, recipes 

and information on how to 
stave off the disease. The pro-
gram is a partnership between 
El Camino Hospital, Commu-
nity Services Agency (CSA), 
Sunnyvale Community Ser-
vices, West Valley Community 
Services and Second Harvest 
Food Bank.

Teaming up to beat diabetes
EL CAMINO HOSPITAL JOINS FORCES WITH CSA TO REACH VULNERABLE RESIDENTS

 See DIABETES, page 10

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Brian Schonfeld tests blood sugar levels with a “finger prick” test for a CSA client during a free 
diabetes screening.
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/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Los Altos Office  650.941.1111

Alain Pinel Realtors

28266 Christopher Lane  |  4bd/3.5ba
Tom Correia  |  650.941.1111

LOS ALTOS HILLS   $2,398,000

56 El Rey Road  |  3bd/2ba
Jim & Jimmy Nappo  |  650.941.1111

PORTOLA VALLEY   $1,695,000

604 Mariposa Avenue  |  3bd/2ba
Michael Galli  |  650.941.1111

MOUTNAIN VIEW   $1,395,000

27 Woodhill Drive  |  3bd/2.5ba
Cindy Bogard O’Gorman  |  650.941.1111

REDWOOD CITY   $1,995,000

833 Springfield Terrace  |  3bd/2.ba
Angie Galatolo  |  650.941.1111

SUNNYVALE   $1,588,000

0 Marine Boulevard  |  3800+/- sf lot
Dennis Bower  |  650941.1111

MOSS BEACH   $130,000

1208 Awalt Drive  |  3bd/2ba
Dottie Monroe  |  650.941.1111

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $2,195,000

22365 Rancho Deep Cliff Dr    |   2bd/2ba
Patti Robison & Ursula Cremona  |  650.941.1111

CUPERTINO       $1,688,000

440 Cesano Court, Unit 210  |  3bd/2ba
Patrice Horvath  |  650.941.1111

PALO ALTO   $1,198,000   

HOME STARTS HERE
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Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Rachel Lee.

“So if money was no object, and 

in terms of new transportation 

and innovations, I would like to 

see protected bike lanes.”

Emily Darling, San Jose

“The high-speed train. I think 

that it would be a definite boon 

to travel, not only by commuters 

here locally, but also across 

California, and allow for people 

to find housing in a broader 

area and still have a reasonable 

commute to work.”

Angela Becerra Vidergar,  
Mountain View

“It would be nice to have more 

buses coming every 10 minutes 

because there (have) been delays 

and it’s been kind of a pain to go 

through that. I think the whole 

concept right now is pretty good, 

but if they could improve the 

frequency, I think that would 

service the people better.”

Paul Duvillier, Mountain View

“Ideally, in a perfect world, a 

kind of Caltrain system that is 

run on just cleaner and more 

renewable energy.”

Wendy Wu, Mountain View

H ti f V i A

“Something like an express 

shuttle that doesn’t have to sit in 

traffic — almost like an above- 

or below-ground kind of rapid 

transit system — or just taking 

a shuttle that actually covers 

the city so you can go from 

downtown to Shoreline or San 

Antonio or the hospital.”

Trenton Hill, Mountain View

What public transit improvement would 

you like to see in Mountain View?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

www.SmilesDental.com  |  650.564.3333

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View ( Corner of El Camino & Calderon )

Includes: Exam, Digital  
X-Rays & Cleaning
A $366 Value!AA

$99
Offer valid for new patients only. Second opinions welcome. Call for 

details. Some restrictions may apply. 

New Patient Special!

Dr. William Hall • Dr. Tiffany Chan • Dr. J. Janice Chou • Dr. Rob van den Berg  

Have your 
Mercury 
Crowns 
and Fillings 
Replaced 
Today!
Amalgam Fillings are Dangerous and Contain 
50% Mercury along with other toxic metals.
Call Smiles Dental Today For A  
Complimentary Consultation.

SMALL PLATES FOR SHARING HEARTY ENTRÉES
INTIMATE DINING BARREL AGED SPIRITS ARTISAN COCKTAILS

SEPARATE BAR AND GAME LOUNGE

4 2 0  C a s t r o  S t . ,  M t n  V i e w ,  6 5 0 . 9 6 6 . 8 1 2 4
o p e n  t a b l e  r e s e r v a t i o n s      M i x x M V. c o m

Mon - Thu 11:30 - 10   ·   Fri 11:30 - 11   ·   Sat 4 - 11   ·   Sun 4 - 9

 NEW AMERICAN COOKING!

A Restaurant

MOUNTAIN VIEW’S NEWEST DINING SPOT AND AFTER WORK BAR SCENE!
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LocalNews

ASSAULT AT MONTA LOMA
 Police are looking for two suspects after a man was attacked by 
two men Sunday evening while he was flying remote-controlled 
aircraft at Monta Loma Elementary School, according to police.
 The victim, a Mountain View resident, was flying the aircraft 
at about 6:30 p.m. and was approached by two men while he went 
to retrieve it, according to Sgt. Saul Jaeger of the Mountain View 
Police Department. One of the two men allegedly picked up the 
aircraft and threatened the victim, according to police, and when 
he tried to get his aircraft back, the man punched him multiple 
times. The second man also attacked the victim, police said.
 The two men were seen fleeing on foot, accompanied by a 
woman, towards Laura Lane. Police say the suspects were also 
seen kicking the doors to a nearby bathroom prior to the assault.
 One suspect was described as a heavy-set Hispanic man wear-
ing a baseball hat and white shorts. The other was described as a 
tall man in his late teens or early twenties, police said.
 Anyone with more information on the attack or the identity of the 
suspects can call 650-903-6345 and refer to case number 15-1494.

GOOGLE’S FIBER OPTIC CABLES STOLEN

 Police arrested a San Jose man last week after he allegedly 
made his way into a company garage on the Google campus and 
attempted to steal spools of fiber optic cable.
 Company security reported that the man, 52-year-old Octavio 
Ramos, entered a secured garage of one of the buildings at 1600 
Amphitheatre Parkway on the evening of March 20. Once inside, 
he stole several spools of the cable and fled the area, according to 
Sgt. Saul Jaeger of the Mountain View Police Department.
 Officers were able to locate Ramos nearby and arrested him on 
charges of burglary, where he was found to be in possession of 
methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia, Jaeger said. Ramos 
was booked into San Clara County Main Jail.

—Kevin Forestieri

BATTERY
300 block Castro St., 3/18
Central Expy. & Moffett Blvd., 3/19
800 block Cuesta Dr., 3/19
500 block Ortega Av., 3/21

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
2100 block University Av., 3/19
1600 block Amphitheatre Pkwy., 3/20

GRAND THEFT
500 block W. Middlefield Rd., 3/23
1000 block Crestview Dr., 3/23

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
1700 block Wright Av., 3/18
1000 block Space Park Way, 3/18
70 block Cuesta Dr., 3/21
100 block Fair Oaks St., 3/21

TERRORIST THREATS
300 block Mariposa Av., 3/21

VANDALISM
Laurel Way and Whits Rd., 3/23
200 block Franklin St., 3/23 

OPEN MIC NIGHT BENEFIT

 The Waldorf School of the Peninsula’s senior class will be hosting 
an open mic night on Friday, March 27, from 6 to 8 p.m. According 
to Alyssa Abe, a student organizer for the event, students from Los 
Altos, San Jose, and Santa Cruz will be performing.
 The event is being held at the school, located on the campus of 
St. Athanasius Church, 180 N. Rengstorff Ave.  Admission is $5 
and the profits benefit the Waldorf senior class of 2015. A silent 
auction for 10 to 20 works of art such as paintings and drawings, 
will also be held.
 Contact Alyssa Abe at alyssaabe97@yahoo.com or Waldorf 
School of the Peninsula at 650-417-7600 for more information.

—Rachel Lee 

C R I M E B R I E F S

P O L I C E L O G

C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by 
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Stanford’s High School Summer College is an academically selective program 

that provides high-achieving high school students the ability to attend Stan-

ford University in the summer. The program runs 8 weeks and participants 

enroll as visiting undergraduates students in Stanford’s Summer Quarter and 

take the same courses as Stanford undergraduates. Summer College students 

can choose from 145 courses across 30 university departments. Live at home 

and attend Stanford for as low as $3,400.

� DATES June 20 – August 16  � AGES 16 – 19

spcs.stanford.edu/paweekly� Applications are open! Visit: 

Attend Stanford while living at home.

MOUNTAIN VIEW AND LOS GATOS
WWW.ELCAMINOHOSPITAL.ORG
800-216-5556   

• El Camino Hospital was designated as a Magnet organization 
in 2005 and 2010 by the American Nurses Credentialing  
Center (ANCC) Magnet Recognition Program®.  This  
prestigious designation recognizes excellence in nursing  
services.  In April 2015, El Camino Hospital is applying  
for re-designation.

• Patients, family members, staff, and interested parties who 
would like to provide comments are encouraged to do so.   
Anyone may send comments via e-mail, fax, and direct mail.  
All phone comments to the Magnet Program Office MUST  
be followed up in writing.

 YOUR COMMENTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND NEVER 
SHARED WITH THE FACILITY.  IF YOU CHOOSE, YOUR 
COMMENTS MAY BE ANONYMOUS, BUT MUST BE  
IN WRITING.

• YOUR COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY April 12, 2015.

Address: American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) 
 Magnet Recognition Program Office 
 8515 Georgia Ave., Suite 400 
 Silver Spring, MD 20910-3492
Fax: 301-628-5217
E-mail: magnet@ana.org
Phone:  866-588-3301 (toll free)

PUBLIC NOTICE
MAGNET RECOGNITION PROGRAM®

SITE VISIT
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By Kevin Forestieri

A
fter a marathon discus-
sion last week that drew 
an overflow crowd of par-

ents, members of the Mountain 
View Whisman school board 
indicated they had no appetite 
for closing down a neighborhood 
school. Earlier plans drafted 
by district staff singled out 
Theuerkauf Elementary School 
for possible closure.
 And while it was a first step 
towards coming to a consensus 
on decisions to redraw the patch-
work of school boundaries and 
meet demands to open a school 
in the Whisman and Slater 
neighborhood area, the board 
could only offer split votes and 
a handful of ideas on how to go 
forward.
 At the March 19 meeting, the 
majority of the board opposed 
the idea of closing an existing 
school in order to open a new 
one in the northeast quadrant 
of the city. Two of the five board 
members, Ellen Wheeler and 
Steve Nelson, indicated that they 
would still be willing to look 
at options where the Stevenson 
campus is closed and its parent 
participation (PACT) program 
is moved to another location.
 “PACT is a program, not a 
school, so I’m willing to close 
Stevenson,” Wheeler said. She 
was the only trustee willing to 
support, specific district-wide 
plans, including moving the 
PACT program to the former site 
of Whisman Elementary School.
 District-wide plans on the table 
right now include re-opening 
Whisman Elementary School as 
a neighborhood school and leav-
ing the other campuses intact, or 
moving PACT to the Whisman 
or Theuerkauf campuses and 
closing down the Stevenson cam-
pus. Wheeler said she supported 
moving PACT to Whisman.
 But moving choice programs 
around faces opposition from 
PACT parents, who made their 
wishes known during the meet-
ing. When Nelson suggested 
that the PACT community does 
not have any strong attachment 
to the Stevenson site, he was 
met with vocal opposition from 
Stevenson parents in the room 
who did not want the program 

uprooted.
 “You guys would rather be in 
these old buildings for the next 
10 years?” Nelson asked. “Rather 
than to be in a new school?”
 “Yes!” shouted several parents 
in response.
 Stevenson parents also took 
issue with the idea of a “hybrid” 
boundary, in which some stu-
dents would have enrollment 
priority over others. If PACT 
is moved to Theuerkauf, for 
example, families within the 
Theuerkauf attendance bound-
ary would get priority for enroll-
ment into the PACT program, 
which draws students from all 
over the district.
 Marco Garcia, a Stevenson 
parent, told the board that enroll-
ment that is based on proximity 
over family choice wold be prob-
lematic, and that PACT needs to 
remain a district-wide program 
accessible to all students.
 “Our progressive education 
model and philosophy is of the 
utmost importance, and families 
must choose Stevenson PACT 
for its unique mission above any 
other reason,” he said.
 Board president Chris Chi-
ang said he opposed the hybrid 
boundary because it would result 
in PACT no longer being a choice 
program. He said it would also 
mean Theuerkauf students who 
want to go to a neighborhood 
school will have to travel to 
Monta Loma.
 “Rengstorff is a gnarly street 
to cross,” Chiang said. “Monta 
Loma was not designed for those 
streets.”

Theuerkauf parents show 
strength in numbers

 The board discussion was 
largely a response to the district’s 
Boundary Advisory Task Force 
meeting, held earlier this month, 
where members refused to give 
the board recommendations] 
on the handful of district-wide 
plans. Members of the task force 
said they lacked critical informa-
tion and adequate time to con-
sider the effects of the decisions 
before bringing recommenda-
tions to the school board.
 Among the questions to the 
board Thursday night, task force 
members asked for a definitive 

Board rejects closing  
down Theuerkauf
TRUSTEES SPLIT ON MOVING PACT,  

OPENING A NINTH SCHOOL

 See THEUERKAUF, page 6

By Kevin Forestieri

M
embers of the Moun-
tain View Whisman’s 
Boundary Advisory 

Task Force are poised to decide 
whether it’s the right time to 
open a school in the Whisman 
and Slater neighborhood area. 
But concerns over under-enroll-
ment and millions of dollars 
in additional costs are still top 
issues that could sink the idea 
entirely.
 The task force met Tuesday, 
March 24, following the school 
board’s feedback last week, which 
among other things advocat-
ed for opening a ninth school 
and against moving or closing 
any existing schools, includ-
ing Theuerkauf and Stevenson 
elementary schools. The best fit 
for that scenario would be open-
ing a new school in the Whisman 
area and leaving all other schools 
intact, according to a district 
staff report.
 While it sounds like a slam-

dunk decision that fits the board’s 
tastes, it would likely cost the dis-
trict about $1.9 million annually, 
due to higher operational costs 
and lost revenue from tenants 
leasing the site. Most task force 
members agreed they have no 
idea what that means for the dis-
trict.
 Ronit Bryant, a task force 
member and former Mountain 
View City Council member, said 
if that can be done then that’s 
wonderful, but it doesn’t make 
any sense for them to be making 
a budgetary analysis and decide 
for the board what should be 
done on a financial level.
 “I can’t discuss that, I really 
can’t. I don’t have the data for 
that,” Bryant said.
 District staff are still recom-
mending against nine schools 
because it would not be finan-
cially feasible for the district. 
According to the staff report, 
that money would have to come 
from district-wide cuts to pro-
grams and staff. Some task force 

members said they had a hard 
time considering the plan with-
out knowing what those cuts 
look like.
 Student enrollment in the plan 
also troubled task force members 
because Theuerkauf, Landels and 
Monta Loma Elementary are all 
projected to drop to a very low 
number of students after the 
proposed Whisman attendance 
boundary siphons off students. 
Monta Loma, the smallest, could 
drop the 321 students, according 
to staff projections. The district’s 
suggested minimum for students 
at each school is 450.
 What’s more, Monta Loma 
would see a sharp increase in 
English-language learners and 
socioeconomically disadvan-
taged students, which task force 
members worried could deter 
even more students from attend-
ing and forcing a school closure.
 Task force member Thida 
Cornes said the plan works in 
the sense that it makes everyone 

Can Mountain View afford a new school?
TASK FORCE UNEASY WITH COSTS, ENROLLMENT NUMBERS IN MV WHISMAN DISTRICT

 See NEW SCHOOL, page 10

MICHELLE LE

GIVE A CAT A HOME
Lily doesn’t quite know what to make of her temporary quarters at the Silicon Valley Humane Society’s 
adoption center inside the Mountain View PetSmart on East Charleston Road. Cats Lily and Coralee, 
plus a puppy named Potter, prowled their corner of the store on Tuesday, waiting to be discovered 
and adopted into a new family. The location, which opened in November, is the third such outpost 
for the Milpitas-based branch of the Human Society that serves Mountain View. “Our ability to save 
lives depends on finding loving homes for the animals we rescue as quickly as possible, and the 
Neighborhood Adoption Centers have been a hugely successful means of increasing adoptions and 
decreasing the time it takes for animals to find a forever home,” according to Carol Novello, president of 
Humane Society Silicon Valley.



answer on whether the dis-
trict should stay at its current 
eight elementary schools or find 
enough money in the budget 
to take on the operational costs 
of nine schools by re-opening 
a campus in the Whisman and 
Slater area. If the board sides 
with district staff and says the 
district can only afford eight 
schools, officials may have to 
scrap plans for a new school or 
shut down an existing school to 
make way for the new one.
 Parents from all over the 
district packed the small board 
room and with the overflow 
ending up in a “viewing” room. 
Among the attendees were about 
30 parents and students from 
Theuerkauf sporting the school’s 
blue shirts. They held signs 

demanding PACT not be moved 
to Theuerkauf and that the dis-
trict let Theuerkauf remain a 
neighborhood school.
 Lisa Whitfield, a district parent, 
said it doesn’t make sense to open 
Whisman and close Theuerkauf 
to re-open Whisman Elementary. 
While the northeast “quadrant” 
of Mountain View has been with-
out a nearby school since 2006, 
she said the district shouldn’t 
solve one neighborhood’s prob-
lem by shutting down another 
neighborhood’s school.
 “I completely understand that 
they want to have a neighborhood 
school,” Whitfield said. “I don’t 
think it makes sense to uproot 
Theuerkauf, a great school with 
great parents and a great network, 
to make that happen.”
 Chiang said there are “creative 
solutions” to opening Whisman, 
but urged his colleagues not to 

commit themselves to open-
ing Whisman yet, especially 
if it means doing something 
to Theuerkauf or Stevenson 
Elemenetary.
 “If you say yes to Whisman, 
you’re basically saying yes to 
blending PACT ... or closing 
Theuerkauf,” Chiang said.
 Bob Weaver, a district resident 
and long-time advocate for open-
ing a neighborhood school in the 
Whisman and Slater area, said 
the community in northeast 
Mountain View has been patient 
ever since the district closed 
Whisman 15 years ago. He said 
all options need to be open in 
considering a new school, includ-
ing the possibility of moving the 
Dual Immersion language pro-
gram from Castro Elementary.
 “You’re not putting all the chips 
on the table,” Weaver said to the 
board.
 All the trustees except board 
member Greg Coladonato 
opposed the idea of moving Dual 
Immersion.
 The other possibility, which 
would avoid the problem alto-
gether, would be to re-open 
Whisman elementary and leave 
all other schools intact. But dis-
trict staff reports say that option 
is not financially feasible because 
it spreads resources too thin 
and puts enrollment numbers at 
unsustainable levels.
 Board member Bill Lambert, 
who expressed skepticism over 
opening a new school, said the 
district staff and the task force 
ought to look at new ways the 
district could rent out land and 
facilities to generate more money.
 Chiang, on the other hand, 
said making the most out of its 
facilities in an area where land is 
in such high demand could make 
a nine-school solution more 
plausible. Though Coladonato 
suggested the district make bet-
ter use of its land at Cooper and 
Sylvan parks, Chiang said there 
are plenty of creative ways to 
shift around facilities at the dis-

trict’s large, 17-acre parcel where 
Stevenson, Theuerkauf and the 
district offices are located.
 A combination of new revenue 
sources and holding onto Mea-
sure G bond money for future 
plans to open Whisman Elemen-
tary could make for a financially 
feasible ninth school, Chiang said.
 Nelson was uneasy with the 
idea of putting off plans for 
Whisman Elementary, and ques-
tioned whether the district could 
hold onto that type of money 
amid site improvements at the 
rest of the schools. He said the 
district ran out of money from 
the last bond before it finished 
all the sites, leaving Monta Loma 
with unfinished roofs.
 “It doesn’t work unless there’s a 
district-wide plan,” Nelson said.
 Coladonato said the money is 
already there for re-opening and 
running a school at the Whis-
man site in the form of “at least 
$40 million in lease revenue,” 
which he said is currently sit-
ting in the district’s substantial 
reserve funds. Coladonato said 
he was concerned that delaying 
concrete plans on Whisman now 
will mean the bond money will 
dry up and the area will continue 
to go without a nearby school.
 “If we don’t decide to start 
doing something at Whisman 
or Slater now, I have a feeling it’s 
going to happen again. There’s 
going to be another bond that 
completely passes the northeast 
quadrant of town,” he said.

Challenging the numbers
 One of the primary factors 
driving the debate over hav-
ing eight or nine schools is that 
enrollment is expected to flatten 
out and decline in the coming 
years, despite new housing devel-
opments and increasing demand 
to live in Mountain View.
 The number of elementary 
school students in the district 
is at 3,611 this year, and is pro-
jected to decrease next year and 
nearly every year after that, all 

the way to the 2024-25 school 
year, according to a demographic 
study by Jack Shreder and Associ-
ates. The study takes into account 
city-approved residential develop-
ments, including hundreds of row 
houses and multifamily homes.
 The projected “student genera-
tion rate” of row houses, in par-
ticular, is about 0.07, meaning the 
district can expect to see about 7 
students for every 100 row houses 
built. Coladonato questioned 
those rates at the board meeting 
and said he did an anecdotal 
headcount of the students at the 
Ada Avenue row house develop-
ment. There, he said, he was able 
to find seven kids in seven houses 
where he should have found only 
four among the 59 homes.
 Stevenson parent Kate Kester 
said if Google’s new plans in 
North Bayshore are approved it 
could mean as many as 10,000 
more employees in the area, 
which she said is going to put 
plenty of kids in the district’s 
schools no matter what the stu-
dent generation rates are.
 “If it’s true that we’re going to 
have 10,000 more Google employ-
ees, then I think that there has to 
be at least 500 more children who 
are elementary-aged coming out 
of that,” Kester said. “Growth in 
this school district is inevitable in 
the next few years.”
 Nik Kalyani, also a Stevenson 
parent, said there appears to be 
a lot of problems with the data 
the district staff has been using 
to steer its decisions, and that it 
would be good to disseminate 
the raw information so the public 
can look through the data and 
fact-check it.
 “There’s a concept in informa-
tion technology called ‘garbage 
in, garbage out,’ which translates 
into ‘bad data results in bad deci-
sions,’” Kalyani said. “There’s 
plenty of us (in Mountain View) 
who are qualified who can ana-
lyze this data and come up with 
scenarios ... but we need the data 
for that. The raw data.” V
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Don’t let aging uproot you.

Who says you have to leave your home just  
because you’ve gotten older? Avenidas Village  

can help you stay in the home you love.

Call us for a private consultation.

For more information  
call (650) 289-5405 or visit us 
online at avenidasvillage.org.

Your life, your way, in your home

kind of project we’re talking 
about,” Siegel said.
 Council members deferred 
making expensive improvements 
to a downtown parking lot they 
decided not to commit to devel-
opment earlier this year. The 
city-owned “lot 11” at the corner 
of Franklin and Villa streets 
would need about $1.2 million for 
resurfacing and installing parking 
curbs. With the possibility that the 
parking lot could still be devel-
oped, council members agreed it 
would be good to de-prioritize the 
project. Rich pointed out that it’s a 
big commitment of money just to 
pretty up a parking lot.
 Council members also put off 

committing funds for library 
remodeling and construction, 
which could be paid for by devel-
opers in exchange for floor-area 
ratio (FAR) bonuses, meaning 
it would not have to draw fund-
ing away from other projects on 
the list. Siegel, who opposed the 
decision, said he didn’t feel like 
they could count on bonus FAR 
allocations to pay for the library, 
and that he was nervous about 
dropping the project and facing 
cuts to the square footage. He 
said it could also change how 
they make decisions in regard to 
North Bayshore developments 
knowing that the library could 
depend on those bonuses.
 “Development interests are 
depending on exactly that,” 
Siegel said.

New parks
 Council members changed 
their tune when considering park 
projects, which have substantial 
funding from park develop-
ment fees and didn’t need the 
same careful prioritizing and 
de-prioritizing as the other city 
improvements. The strong hous-
ing development market brought 
in about $14 million in park land 
fees between March 2014 and 
February 2015, and an additional 
$20 million is expected in the 
next three to five years, accord-
ing to city staff.
 Top priorities include newly 
proposed park sites at Evandale 
Avenue, the Mora Drive and 
Ortega Avenue area, 400 San 
Antonio Road and South Whis-
man Road.

 Siegel took a particular interest 
in the San Antonio sites, say-
ing the city lacks open space in 
the area and that the Los Altos 
School District has been eying 
the area as a potential site for 
a new school. Siegel said that 
while he agrees with including 
the Mora-Ortega park on the list 
of park developments, he said 
it’s important the city doesn’t do 
anything to rule it out as a loca-
tion for a new school.
 “We have a good habit of locat-
ing parks next to school. I want 
to make sure moving ahead we 
don’t pre-empt that kind of deci-
sion,” Siegel said.
 Sticking to the new City Coun-
cil priority on environmental 
sustainability, Vice Mayor Pat 
Showalter advocated for expand-

ing the city’s recycled water 
system project for future devel-
opment plans, saying it’s entirely 
possible the drought is going to 
continue for years to come.
 “Everyone is considering this 
as the fourth (and) the last year 
of the drought,” Showalter said. 
“We don’t know when it’s going 
to end. We need to plan now for 
a new normal.”
 Showalter said Mountain View 
has progressive plans in regards 
to recycled water, but that she 
wants to do more than what is 
listed for future capital improve-
ments. Improvements could 
come in the form of using more 
water from Palo Alto’s water 
recycling plant, which currently 
gives Mountain View about 3 
million gallons per day. V

PLANS
 Continued from page 1
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 Continued from page 5
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www.danceacademyusa.com

408-257-3211

 New to the area
                     or new to dance?  

Call today to make sure you are
on our New Student Mailing List.

Silicon Valley’s dance leader will be 
accepting registration for the 2015-2016 

dance season begining in April.  

COSMETIC DENISTRY • ONE TREATMENT LASER WHITENING • NO-PREP VENEERS 
 CEREC (ONE VISIT CROWNS) • GENERAL DENTISTRY • SEDATION DENTISTRY

105 South Dr., Ste. 200, Mountain View  |  www.drmcevoy.com 969-2600

As a Diplomat of the Board of Oral Implantology and a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Implant Dentistry, Dr. McEvoy has  
the highest level of certification  possible.  
This means you can have your implant  
managed by just one highly trained  
doctor and you’ ll soon be smiling again.  

CCCaalllll DDDrr. MMMccEEEvvEEvvvooyyy aatt 66655500--99666999--222666000000  ffooooorr yyyooouurr fffrreeee iimmmpplllaannttt cccooonnnssssuuullttaattiioonnn..  
TheTheTh n n n mam keke aa rreseseervavav titiononn at yoyoururu ffaavorrititi e e rereststs aauurarantnt aaandn pprereepapap rere to o eaeaeat t wiwitth aaababandndon!!

650-948-0881

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Open Daily
8am-7pm

Prices Effective
03/25 thru 03/31

Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

GRAPES
SEEDLESS

ASPARAGUS ORANGES
NAVELS
JUMBO SIZE
SWEET

LOCAL
TENDER
MEATY
SPEARS

SUGAR
SWEET

SPINACH
LARGE
FRESH
BUNCHES

99¢

BUN.

$3004 F
O
R

MANGOES
CHAMPAGNE

VERY SWEET
AND CREAMY

MUSCAT
SEEDLESS
GRAPES
$399 LB.

2BUNCHES
FOR

ORGANIC LOCAL

RED BEETS
ORGANIC LOCAL

$300

LB.

SWISS
CHARD
COLLARD
GREENS

ORGANIC LOCAL

BUN.

RED OR GREEN

$299
LB.

$299
LB.

$199

CHERRY TOMATOES
MOMOTARO

$399
BSK.

LOCALLY
GROWN
FANTASTIC
FLAVOR
PINK CHERRY
AND ALSO
MIXED COLOR

PEPPERS
SWEET
GREAT
RAW

1#
PKG.

MINI SWEET

$199

99¢

in 2011, council member Mike 
Kasperzak pointed out that’s still 
a pretty big cost for how much 
the city is getting.

The high cost can be largely 
attributed to the state the com-
munity center is in, according to 
Karl Danielson of the architec-
tural firm Dahlin Group. Dan-
ielson said the Rengstorff Com-
munity Center, built in 1964, 
needs substantial work inside 
the building to address problems 
like accessibility, aging plumb-
ing, lack of elevators and a non 
ADA-compliant ramp into the 
building, among other things.

One of the key design changes 
in the proposal is to make the 
center open up to and link 
into the park itself, rather than 
remain an isolated building on 
the edge of the park.

“Today you have a community 
center at a park. You don’t have a 
community center in the park,” 
Danielson said, noting that the 
building is fenced off from play-
grounds and the park, and has no 
windows facing the park at all.

So to turn that around, the 
design calls for the social hall to be 
built out into Rengstorff Park with 
plenty of large windows and doors 
that open up directly into the park. 
Council members had mixed 
reactions on the design choice.

Council member Ken Rosen-
berg said the design will bring 
both “utility and function” to the 
park by increasing the usage of 
the community center, and the 
loss of park space will be offset 
by future open space projects. 
While the new square footage 
does eat up part of the park, he 
said the addition of windows 
and access to the park at the new 
social hall will bring the outdoor 
open space into the facility.

“When you bring the outside 
world in, you extend the park,” 
Rosenberg said.

Kasperzak agreed, and said 
it’s been interesting to see how 
the plans for the community 
center have evolved over the 

years. Kasperzak reminded his 
colleagues that he was on the 
council when the original, more 
expensive plans to tear down 
the facility and rebuild it were 
discussed.
 “To me, this is making it part 
of the park, not something at the 
park,” he said. “I think this is the 
way to go.”
 Inks, on the other hand, said he 
was inclined to support an alter-
native design by the architect 
that keeps the social hall in the 
same place and adds new multi-
use rooms to the front of the 
facility facing Rengstorff Avenue.
 “I would be inclined to support 
(the) option ... if for no other rea-
son than for less of an open space 
compromise,” Inks said.
 Mountain View property owner 
Don Letcher told City Council he 
“totally opposes” the idea of spend-
ing $17 million on a project that 
takes away the small amount of 
park space left in the city for more 
building space and pavement.
 Other residents raised con-
cerns over the eight heritage trees 
that would need to be removed 
to make way for the facility, and 
issues over traffic and the ability 
for residents to get in and out 
the homes on Rengstorff Avenue 
with increased traffic and future 
plans to add a stoplight at the 
intersection of Rengstorff and 
Stanford avenues.
 The upgrades are likely to be 
paid for through $12 million in 
park fees and $5 million from 
reserve funds, according to a 
staff report. Planning and con-
struction could start in the 2016-
17 fiscal year. V

RENGSTORFF
 Continued from page 1 ‘Today you have a 

community center 
at a park. You don’t 
have a community 
center in the park.’

ARCHITECT KARL DANIELSON
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 When participants made it 
past the bustling line outside the 
door at CSA this week, they were 
greeted with an extensive screen-
ing process including checklists 
on risk factors, surveys and 
blood tests. The table in the front 
included a 3D diorama of all the 
parts of the body affected by dia-
betes — the brain, the kidneys, 
the feet — and a pile of fake body 
fat to give people a visual idea of 
what can cause diabetes.
 Diabetes affects about 29 mil-
lion Americans, of which 8.1 mil-

lion of the cases go undiagnosed, 
according to a report by the Cen-
ter for Disease Control. The rate 
of diabetes in the United States 
has been steadily increasing since 
1980, and if left untreated, the 
disease can cause grave complica-
tions, including blindness, heart 
disease, kidney failure and death.
 Because catching the symp-
toms and risk factors early is key 
to managing diabetes, CSA has 
been reaching out to its clients to 
get people screened. Between the 
five agencies, hundreds of people 
have shown up to see if they’re at 
risk. But for Maureen Wadiak, 
program director for CSA, the 

prevalence of diabetes isn’t just 
some meta, country-wide statistic.
 “We’ve seen it in our food and 
nutrition center throughout the 
years,” Wadiak said.
 The program is funded by El 
Camino Hospital as a communi-
ty-run way of bringing down the 
“looming health care issue” of 
diabetes, according to Cecile Cur-
rier, vice president of community 
health services at El Camino Hos-
pital. Currier said the incidents 
of diabetes and pre-diabetes are 
very high, particularly in Latino 
communities, where the rate of 
diabetes is twice that of Cauca-
sians. Working with CSA, which 
helps clients every day with food 
services and referrals to clinics, 
was just the right fit for the out-
reach program.
 “We wanted to work with a 
group of community organiza-
tions that work with food and 
serve a cross-section of the com-
munity, and reach out to people 
that may not know they have 
pre-diabetes and may not know 
what to do about it,” Currier said.
 Prediabetes is when a patient’s 
blood sugar is too high, but not 
high enough to be diagnosed 
with Type 2 diabetes, according 
to the Center for Disease Control, 
and the prevalence is staggering 
— about 86 million Americans 
have it, but only 1 in 10 know 
about it. Wadiak said of the peo-
ple that come in to CSA for the 
screening, nearly all of them have 
either diabetes or prediabetes.
 Challenge Diabetes is a struc-
tured, months-long program that 
kicks off with a prediabetes test, 
developed by the Center for 
Disease Control, where patients 
answer questions to see just how 
at-risk they are. If they score high 
enough, they go on to the A1C or 
“finger prick” test, where a small 
sample of blood is used to monitor 
a person’s blood sugar level. Major 
risk factors include high body 
weight and lack of exercise, but 
just being over the age of 65 gives 
people enough points to immedi-
ately move on to the A1C test.
 Program attendees also fill out 
a survey with questions about 

their level of food insecurity and 
knowledge about diabetes, as 
well as whether they might be 
depressed.
 “Some of the research has 
shown that there’s a correlation — 
that people who have food insecu-
rity and diabetes have higher rates 
of depression,” Wadiak said.
 Diabetes can be linked to food 
insecurity and the availability of 
healthy food, Wadiak said, which 
is a problem for people whose 
budgets have been squeezed by 
the high cost of living in the area. 
She said the program is mostly 
tailored for CSA clients who rely 
on food pantry services to stretch 
their budgets, but it also targets 
low-income families and seniors.
 “Diabetes is fast-becoming an 
epidemic of the poor,” she said.
 While the program includes 
testing and monitoring of blood 
glucose across several months, 
the real focus is on diet and edu-
cation. Each month, program 
participants come back for a big 
bag of food, recipes and infor-
mation on how to eat healthily, 
which is a natural fit for a place 
with pantry services. Wadiak 
said CSA has a nutrition educa-
tion program to try to get people 
to eat food they might not know 
how to cook, like squash. The 
recipes also consider recipes that 
are culturally relevant to people 
using different ingredients.
 “If white rice is a staple in their 
diet, we introduce brown rice 
and then provide recipes that 
people will use,” Wadiak said.
 The program also includes 
information on “portion control” 
of meals. Because body weight 
and daily caloric intake plays a 
big role in diabetes, she said, it’s 
not just about what people cook, 
but how much of it they eat. 
During one nutrition program, 
CSA had nurses come in to show 
how half a sandwich with a salad 
instead of a full sandwich with a 
cookie can make all the differ-
ence in the world.
 Currier said the turnout for 
screenings has been good so far, 
but the real challenge is keeping 
people engaged. She said with any 

program that calls for a change in 
lifestyle, it has to include a place 
— like CSA — where people visit 
frequently and identify with oth-
ers who are trying to adopt new 
eating and exercise habits.
 “It’s really important to have 
that connect point,” Currier said.
 To get feedback from the par-
ticipants and make sure they are 
adhering to the program, Chal-
lenge Diabetes program coor-
dinator Vanesa Ieraci has been 
establishing relationships and 
following up with people who got 
food bags to get a sense of how 
well the dietary program is work-
ing, whether people are heeding 
the advice and suggestions, and 
to figure out how to adjust the 
program to better work for them.
 While the El Camino Health-
care District is helping to fund 
the program, Wadiak said, it is 
also helping to translate all the 
educational material and infor-
mation into different languages, 
including Spanish, Russian, Chi-
nese, Vietnamese and possibly 
Korean. Translators from both 
El Camino Hospital and CSA  
were at the screening Tuesday, 
squeezed into the front room 
with the rest of the participants, 
and were in high demand as peo-
ple speaking Mandarin, Spanish 
and Russian made their way in.
 “We need a translator for Chi-
nese!” yelled Todd Trowbridge, 
director of preventative medicine 
at BaySport. Trowbridge was one 
of two people from the Los Gatos-
based health company doing 
the A1C blood tests for patients, 
and needed to use a translator 
to explain to many of the CSA 
clients what was going on.
 Wadiak said being able to 
communicate that information 
in the language people are most 
comfortable with is an important 
tool for outreach and helps keep 
people engaged in the program.
 “El Camino has been awesome 
in helping us with language trans-
lation, and that’s key — letting 
people understand the informa-
tion in their own language and 
read the steps they can take and 
feel empowered,” Wadiak said. V

happy “politically,” but having 
four schools below 400 students 
appears to be problematic and goes 
against the criteria the task force 
has been basing its decisions on.
 “The board has ruled out clos-
ing a school, which I understand,” 
Cornes said. “At this point I’m 
sort of at a loss (on) how to try and 
make this all work out.”
 Cleave Frink, another task 
force member, suggested they 
try to look at a smaller Whisman 
school that doesn’t have a “full-
sized” boundary, so students 
would have the option to go to a 

local neighborhood school with-
out having an overly large impact 
on the surrounding schools.
 “I’d be comfortable with draw-
ing a smaller boundary around 
Whisman,” Frink said. “It doesn’t 
necessarily have to have a full 
complement of administrators. It 
doesn’t necessarily have to have a 
principal.”
 Cornes suggested that an 
option where no school is opened 
and boundaries are re-drawn 
should be considered, despite the 
verdict from the board.
 Some members questioned 
whether the board really gave the 
task force clear enough guide-
lines to steer its decision-making, 

something that was suggested in 
the opening remarks by Jamie Ise-
man of Jack Schreder and Associ-
ates, the firm that conducted the 
student enrollment projections. 
 Peter Darrah, a task force 
member, said he went to the 
board meeting last week and 
said none of the board’s votes 
were unanimous, that most straw 
votes were split 3-2, and that they 
were all using different informa-
tion and statistics to make deci-
sions that conflicted with one 
another. At the board meeting, 
board members came to different 
conclusions on whether Moun-
tain View schools are too big, too 
small or just right as is compared 

to neighboring school districts.
 On the southern end of the city, 
task force members asked district 
staff to look into why a long strip 
of development along El Camino 
Real remains zoned for Castro 
Elementary when it runs along 
a Bubb Elementary boundary 
area. Task force member Jennifer 
Coogan also questioned the pro-
posal’s effect on Huff Elementary, 
which is expected to see a drop 
in socioeconomic diversity and 
English-language learner student 
population. She said it could end 
up inflating scores making a “per-
verse” incentive for families to 
wedge their way into the current 
boundary and get grandfathered 

in as long as they can.
 Other questions posed for future 
meetings include taking another 
look at opening a new school at 
the Slater Elementary site rather 
than at Whisman, limits to PACT 
enrollment, and a better idea of 
how a Whisman school would 
affect the German International 
School of Silicon Valley currently 
leasing the site, particularly in 
regards to shared facilities. 
 The committee is expected to 
meet again on March 31 in a 
joint meeting with the district’s 
facilities committee, and any-
one interested in giving input 
can email the task force at 
boundaries@mvwsd.org. V
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR MOVING SERVICES HOURLY RATES

GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND PROJECT – 
MEASURE G

Mountain View Whisman School District invites proposals from 

RFP for Moving Services Hourly Rates
Mountain View Whisman School District

750-A San Pierre Avenue 
Mountain View, California 94043

Provide the following ONLY – Hourly rates for workers, 
supervisors, trucks, equipment, and supplies along with a 

moving services related to perform moving services for the 
Mountain View Whisman School District

RFP for Hourly Moving Services 
Rates  
NO Facsimile 

 
http://www.mvwsd.org/measure-g-rfps-rfqs

There is NO packet for this proposal. There will be NO BID WALK 
for this proposal.

NEW SCHOOL
 Continued from page 5

DIABETES
 Continued from page 1
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A “No Electric Bill Home™” will, on average, produce as much electricity as it consumes on an annual basis.  Fees and surcharges may remain. Estimate based on average use by household of 2 with published data from 
manufacturers, suppliers and others and calculated using software approved by the U.S. Department of Energy. Energy usage not guaranteed and energy production and consumption may vary based on home, orientation, 
climate and usage of electric appliances. Electricity production via photovoltaic (PV) panels. PV system subject to 20 year prepaid agreement with Solar City. Seller to provide prepayment amount as an inducement to 
Buyer. Features and specs vary by location, subject to change, not available on all homes and must be on the contract. See Seller for details. Service marks are property of Shea Homes, Inc. TTrilogy® is a registered trademark 
of Shea Homes, Inc., an independent member of the Shea family of companies. Trilogy at The Vineyards is a community by Trilogy Vineyards, LLC., sales by Shea Homes Marketing Company (CalBRE 
#01378646) and construction by Shea Homes, Inc.,  (CSLB #672285). Homes at The Vineyards are intended for occupancy by at least one person 55 years of age or older, with certain exceptions 
for younger persons as provided by law and the governing covenants, conditions and restrictions. This is not an offer of real estate for sale, nor a solicitation of an offer to buy, to residents of any state or 
province in which registration and other legal requirements have not been fulfi lled. Void where prohibited. Models are not an indication of racial preference. © 2015 Shea Homes, Inc. All rights reserved.

DISCOVER 
LUXURIOUS 

RESORT LIVING IN 
THE BAY AREA

Trilogy® at The Vineyards is the 

perfect place for the next chapter 

in your life. Nestled in the East 

Bay against Mount Diablo among 

rolling vineyards and olive orchards 

in Brentwood, Trilogy off ers the 

ultimate resort lifestyle in a casually 

elegant environment where you can 

live The Good Life every day. 

If you’ve been thinking about making 

a move to Trilogy to enjoy the 5-star 

lifestyle, this is your last chance to 

purchase one of our best selling 

home designs as we move out of 

our current phase. These innovative 

fl oor plans feature unique designs 

and luxurious features that all include 

SheaXero solar. 

REQUEST OUR E-NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
Stay up to date on special events, new releases, exclusive invitations and more!

TRILOGYLIFE.COM/DISCOVER  | 866.758.6686  | SOLAR INCLUDED ON ALL HOMES! 

Last Chance 
For Our Most 
Popular Plans! 

EXPERIENCE THE 
GOOD LIFE FOR 

YOURSELF! 
Enjoy a complimentary day 
as a Trilogy member. Call to 

book yours today! 
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5 BEDROOMS    3.5 BATHS    INCLUDING APARTMENT WITH KITCHEN    MEDITERRANEAN VILLA BUILT IN 2008 

EXTRA-DEEP QUARTER-ACRE LOT    SUPERB LOCATION JUST ONE BLOCK TO SHOPPING

TROYER
GROUP

THE 650 • 440 •� 5076
david@davidtroyer.com
davidtroyer.com

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

CalBRE# 01234450

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

139 CARMELITA DRIVE
MOUNTAIN VIEW

EXTENDED HOURS: FRIDAY, 9:30 AM�–�5:00 PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:00�–�5:00 PM

www.139Carmelita.com     $2,698,000



March 27, 2015    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    13  

Founding Editor, Kate Wakerly
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PARKING SOLUTION

 Stanford requires employees to 
pay for parking permits and uses 
the resulting funds to subsidize 
transit programs. Why shouldn’t 
Mountain View require local 
employers over a reasonable-size 
threshold to do the same? The 
city could make participation 
by smaller companies easier by 
striking an umbrella deal with 
VTA, SamTrans, Caltrans, Zip-
car, Carma, Uber and Lyft.

Alison Chaiken
Middlefield Road

BOND MONEY BEING 
PROPERLY SPENT
 The courts have already spoken 
decisively about Ken Horowitz’s 
contention (March 20) that the list 
of Measure C bond projects in the 
Foothill-De Anza Community 
College District is too vague. 
 In a published opinion in 
2007, a panel of judges from the 
Sixth District Court of Appeal 
concluded that the Measure C 
project list approved by voters in 
2006 met the legal requirement 
of being specific enough that the 
voters would know the types of 
projects they were voting for, 
and that auditors and oversight 
committees would know how 
to evaluate the district’s perfor-
mance. That opinion stands.
 The district is proceeding 
with the needed renovation of 
50-plus-year-old offices and 
construction of new offices 
because they are necessary to 
support the effective and effi-
cient operation of the district. 
These projects were deferred 
for many years to ensure 
that top priority was given to 
other projects that support and 

enhance student instruction. 
Now the time is finally here.
 The renovation project and new 
offices have received close review 
by financially sophisticated, well-
informed members of the Mea-
sure C Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee. These individuals 
have long histories of professional 
success and civic involvement, 
and they represent the commu-
nity’s interests with integrity.

Linda Thor, chancellor
Foothill-De Anza Community 

College District

A SHEPHERD SHOULD 
LISTEN TO SHEEP
 Now that the auxiliary Catholic 
bishop of the Diocese of San Jose 
Thomas Anthony Daly has been 
appointed as bishop of Spokane, 
Washington, I hope Pope Francis 
will replace Bishop Daly with 
one willing to go to the peripher-
ies, and willing to get the “sheep 
smell,” and one who would be 
bilingual (English-Spanish) since 
about 40 percent of the Catholics 
in the Diocese of San Jose speak 
Spanish as their native language. 
 When Bishop Daly visited 
Saint Joseph parish in Moun-
tain View in March 2013, I met 
him, thanked him for his visit to 
Saint Joseph’s, and handed him 
a personal letter asking him to 
publicly support comprehensive 
immigration reform, which at 
the time was being debated in 
the U.S. Senate. I never heard 
from him. Last year I learned 
from another high diocesan 
official that it’s their policy not to 
answer letters from parishioners. 
In other words, they ignore their 
flock’s voiceless “little sheep.”

Job Lopez (a Roman Catholic)
McCarty Avenue

T
he city’s Human Relations Commission last month 

drafted a resolution that commissioners hope will lead 

to a designation of Mountain View as a “human rights 

city.” It is expected to be passed along for City Council consid-

eration sometime this year. The resolution says, in part, that 

with its commitment to human rights, the city would explicitly 

embrace “the principles of equality, inclusion, social pluralism, 

and the recognition of human dignity.”

 Leaders of the effort include Lucas Ramirez, chair of the 

Human Relations Commission, and City Councilman Ken 

Rosenberg, a former commission member. Rosenberg notes 

that viewing issues facing the city through the lens of human 

rights, “you may make different decisions.”

 Becoming a “human rights city” is an intriguing concept, 

but what would it mean to day-to-day life in Mountain View? 

Would it be merely a way for us to feel better about ourselves 

as the number of homeless people around us continues to inch 

upward? Would a “human rights city” designation lessen the 

plight of fellow residents who struggle to feed their families, or 

who might be the victims of racial profiling?

 The commission helped shed light on the possibilities that 

could become realities when it invited a member of the Eugene, 

Oregon, Human Rights Commission to speak at a recent meet-

ing. Ken Neubeck provided a compelling overview about how 

his city has taken meaningful steps in caring for those in need 

after the Eugene City Council, in 2011, endorsed a Human 

Rights City project. 

 Aided by local nonprofits, Eugene has designated tent camps 

and villages of small shelters to house some 65 percent of its 2,000 

homeless people, Neubeck said. “Just to have a safe and legal place 

to be, people are feeling so much better,” he said. “Some of them 

are beginning to find jobs — it stabilizes their life.” 

 Eugene has developed other strategies since the project began 

in an effort to improve the lives of less-fortunate residents, 

including mandatory training of police officers to avoid racial 

profiling and to respond effectively and humanely when deal-

ing with people on the street with problems not easily under-

stood, according to Neubeck. Homeless people can now obtain 

library cards, he said, adding, “That’s doing human rights 

work, because you are extending to people the human right of 

education, and giving people equal access.”

 Consideration of becoming a “human rights city” would 

inspire a new level of discussion in Mountain View about the 

government’s role in caring for and protecting residents who 

struggle to survive because of the lack of housing or income, or 

who face injustice due to their race, ethnic background, gender 

or other factors. It would be a welcome and hopefully produc-

tive discussion. And, if Rosenberg and Human Relations Com-

mission members have their way, it will happen soon. V

‘Human rights city’ 
question should inspire 

welcome discussion

EDITORIAL

YOUR LETTERS

GUEST OPINIONS

E D I T O R I A L
T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  T H E  V O I C E

L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

View

point
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Richard and Jacqueline Tanner 

T
he Stevenson PACT 
School, where our daugh-
ter attends first grade, is 

not “just another school,” or a 
pawn on a chess board; nor is it 
a bargaining chip, or a commod-
ity to be rented off to the highest 
bidders. It is a living and unique 
ecosystem being cared for by 
hundreds of families.
 The Stevenson PACT School 
ecosystem thrives so well and 
draws so many dedicated par-
ents from all over the district 
exactly because of the unique 
circumstances it has finally been 
allowed to enjoy after being dras-
tically disrupted twice before. 
 To yet again tear out our PACT 
school to the roots would not 
only be entirely unfair, but would 
also send a clear message to 
everyone that the MVWSD does 
not value the PACT philosophy 
and would likely again disrupt or 
even disband PACT altogether in 
the future.
 Why should any parents take 
PACT seriously if the MVWSD 
leadership does not?
 The Stevenson location, dedi-
cated administration, PACT-
experienced staff, PACT- experi-
enced parents, kids, community 
support and cooperation, and the 
expectation of stability are each 
critical to the continued health 
of the PACT School ecosystem.
 The PACT model depends not 
only on its unique methods, but 
equally depends on the culture of 

PACT being handed down from 
experienced parents and kids to 
the new parents and kids each 
year, regardless of who they are 
or where they live. The relation-
ships that develop in this process 
bind people from every corner of 
our district together in friend-
ships that would not otherwise 
be possible.
 Every year parents from all 
parts of our district put their kids 
on a waiting list in hopes that 
their children may attend the 

Stevenson PACT School. Hun-
dreds of families in our district 
want their kids in PACT and are 
able to manage the commute 
because of the special location of 
the Stevenson school. Unlike any 
of the other school sites, the Ste-
venson campus location allows 
for reasonable commute times 
from all corners of our district.
 Moving the PACT school to 
any of the other locations around 
the district would severely impact 
the families that would find 
themselves too far away to be able 
to manage the commute, and 
would thus decrease the diversity 
at the Stevenson PACT School. 
Moving PACT would also cause 
the loss of existing experienced 
leaders among the parents and 
loss of friendships among many 
students.
 The fact that the PACT school 
has a dedicated administra-

tion that includes a full-time 
principal is also critical to the 
health of the school. We have 
seen how “choice programs” do 
not function well under a shared 
administration with a traditional 
school. PACT must function in 
a fundamentally different man-
ner than a traditional school. 
These differences are not com-
patible with traditional schools 
in countless ways.
 The parents and staff of the 
Stevenson PACT School ecosys-
tem have made the sacrifices and 
dedicated their time, effort and 
money (and often the assistance 
of close friends and relatives) 
to the task of supporting our 
school. These efforts are only 
reasonable if the parents and staff 
believe that they are investing in 
the future of an ecosystem they 
can rely on and will continue to 
be there for the kids and for a 
long-term vision of what PACT 
can accomplish. If the future of 
PACT is once again thrown into 
limbo and doubt, then the par-
ents and staff will have no good 
reason to continue the high level 
of dedication and sacrifice they 
have shown in recent years. 
 We cannot stress too much 
how important it is to maintain 
the Stevenson PACT School eco-
system where it is and with its 
own dedicated administration. 
The MVWSD superintendent, 
trustees and BATF need to send a 
clear message to the parents that 
PACT is valuable and has a con-
tinued and stable future in our 
district. The parents and staff of 
PACT need to feel that PACT is 
worth the huge investments we 
are all making in this unique 
ecosystem. 
 Should Whisman get a new 
school? Perhaps. That desire 
needs to be supported by the 
facts demonstrating a practical 
need. If such a need can be dem-
onstrated then let’s find a creative 
way to fulfill that desire without 
such drastic disruptions to exist-
ing schools.
 PACT should be a major point 
of pride for our entire district  
and no longer treated like the 
proverbial red-headed stepchild. 
PACT is an idea given life to 
become an ecosystem; we should 
nurture it, not starve it to death!

Our CFO of 20 years is retiring and he will be
really hard to replace.

Help us find a person with solid financial skills, 
a passion for local journalism, prior experience 
with digital media and a personality that fits well 
with our amazingly talented and diverse staff.

For a complete job description,
go to embarcaderomediagroup.com

We’re looking 
for a great CFO

450 CAMBRIDGE AVENUE  |   PALO ALTO

www.RebuildingTogetherPeninsula.org   (650) 366-6597

Many Thanks to our Early Bird
2015 National Rebuilding Day Sponsors

ABD Insurance & Financial Services
Bohannon Foundation

Burlingame Scottish Rite Bodies
Christ Episcopal Church of Los Altos
Church of the Epiphany, San Carlos

Commercial Casework
Cooley LLP

DES Architects + Engineers
DLA Piper LLP (US)

Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Equinix

First National Bank of Northern California
Kiwanis Club of Menlo Park
Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto

Menlo Park Presbyterian Church
MVLA Service League of Boys

Nibbi Brothers General Contractors
Nishkian Menninger
Novo Construction

OpenTV
Oracle USA, Inc.

Peninsula Sunrise Rotary Club
Pentair

Rambus, Inc.
Roche Molecular Diagnostics

Rotary Club of Woodside/Portola Valley
SummerHill Homes

The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

Trinity Episcopal Church
W.L. Butler Construction, Inc.

Webcor Builders, Inc.
Wells Fargo of California Insurance Services, Inc.
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation

Woodside Priory School
WSJ Properties

Viewpoint

Preserve Stevenson PACT School’s 
thriving ecosystem and culture

Guest Opinion
173 Main Street 

Los Altos 
650.941.6043

Everything 
fun to fill 

your  
Easter  
baskets

Gifts for  
all ages!

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.
LET’S DISCUSS:

Read the latest local news 
headlines and talk about the 

issues at Town Square at  
MountainViewOnline.com
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Peninsula  
Easter Services

Immanuel Lutheran Church
1715 Grant Road   |  Los Altos

650.967.4906  |  www.ilclosaltos.com

Come Join Us for Holy Week Services!
Palm Sunday, March 29 at 10 am
Procession with Palms

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 7 pm
Holy Communion

Good Friday, April 3 at 6 pm
“Stations of the Cross”
Interactive meditation and prayer
A truly moving experience for all ages!

Easter Sunday, April 5 at 9 & 11 am
Festive celebration for the whole family!

3149 Waverley Street • Palo Alto, CA  94306  |  www.gracepa.org |  650.494.1212

er!erttEastErate Erate EbCelebrCelebrC l bC l bCelCelCC er!er!sterster
ST. MARK’S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PALOPP ALTO

Maundy Thursday— April 2
6:15pmm Monastic Supper & Liturgy of the Word followed  

by Holy Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday — April 3
 Noon to 2:00pm   A service focused on "The Adversaries and 

Companions of Jesus" 

 2:00 to 3:00pm     Devotional Labyrinth Meditation

 7:30 to 8:30pm     Tenebrae: The Office of Shadows

Easter — April 5
 5:30am Easter Vigil, Eucharist & Baptism

 8:00 to 9:30am    Festive Breakfast & Family Easter Activities

 10:00am Festive Holy Eucharist

600 Colorado Ave, P.A.   (650) 326-3800
www.saint-marks.com

Peninsula Easter Services 
is a resource for ongoing 

religious services and special 
events. To inquire about 
or to reserve space in 

Peninsula Easter Services, 
please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email
byoc@paweekly.com
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El Camino Hospital thanks all of our exceptional physicians 

in honor of National Doctor’s Day, March 30.

THANK YOU
THEIR SKILL, WISDOM AND DEDICATION.

WE SALUTE OUR DOCTORS FOR

National Doctor’s Day reminds us how fortunate we are to work with such a high caliber team of 
physicians. Our doctors have trained at the nation’s finest programs and are at the forefront of their 
fields. It is thanks to their skill, dedication and innovation that we offer the highest level of care. 
Our doctors share the hospital’s commitment to fostering health and wellness throughout the 
community and are dedicated to providing health education and preventive care. When medical care 
is needed, they provide patients access to sophisticated treatments, technologies and clinical trials. 
We express our heartfelt thanks to this expert group of healers for taking such good care of our community.

Thank a physician by sharing your appreciation on our Facebook page at 
                                                                               www.facebook.com/elcaminohospital

Two campuses • 2500 Grant Road, Mountain View • 815 Pollard Road, Los Gatos       

800-216-5556      www.elcaminohospital.org   


