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WHERE THERE'S SMOKE, THERE'S FIRE

The air was particularly smoky in the Whisman neighborhood early this week as members of the
Mountain View Fire Department ran live fire training at Station 4 on Monday and Tuesday, using a
controlled burn inside a shed to give students in a state certification course for fire training some hands-
on experience putting out fires. Fire fighters from Mountain View and other nearby agencies practiced
putting out a live fire in the station’s “training cell,” where materials are set ablaze. Captain Scott
Robbins, pictured, would close the door of the cell when the fire needed to be built back up.

MAGALI GAUTHIER

City to ID hazardous ‘soft-story’ buildings

SURVEY ESTIMATES THOUSANDS ARE LIVING IN STRUCTURES
VULNERABLE TO EARTHQUAKES

By Kevin Forestieri

The city of Mountain View
is set to follow the exam-
ple of San Francisco and
Berkeley after staff last week
proposed taking the first steps
towards encouraging — or forc-
ing — property owners to retrofit
buildings in the city that are
more likely to collapse in major
earthquakes.

At the April 28 city coun-
cil meeting on the draft bud-
get, community development
staff proposed putting $350,000
toward a study to identify all the

so-called soft-story buildings in
the city — as well as what would
need to be done to retrofit those
buildings, and to outline poten-
tial incentives or mandates for
property owners to make those
building upgrades.

Soft-story buildings have
structurally weak ground floors,
normally wood-frame construc-
tion with a large open area often
used for parking, and they are
vulnerable to damage and col-
lapse in earthquakes. The struc-
tural weakness was clear in the
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake,
when soft-story buildings “pan-

caked” following a collapse of the
first floor, according to William
Strawn, public affairs director for
San Francisco’s Department of
Building Inspection.

Mountain View’s study would
survey where soft-story build-
ings are located in the city, but
it would also explore next steps.
The city could create incentives
for property owners to move
forward on retrofitting unsafe
buildings, or it could go straight
into passing a city ordinance
mandating property owners to

» See BUILDINGS, page 6
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Taco shop
with a twist
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LinkedIn wins big,
Google plans gutted

in North Bayshore decision

COUNCIL DIVVIES UP DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS IN
FIERCE COMPETITION FOR OFFICE SPACE

By Mark Noack

the Mountain View City

Council laid out a future
vision for North Bayshore, div-
vying up 2.2 million square feet
in fiercely contested office devel-
opment rights among several
rival firms.

LinkedIn emerged as the big
winner, receiving more than
two-thirds the total allotted
space for a proposed 10-building
campus just off Highway 101. On
the losing end were the dozen or
so members from team Google,
who seemed shell-shocked after
seeing their proposal for a dra-
matic glass-can-
opied office park
scuttled by the
council on a 4-3
vote.

The much antici-
pated meeting on
Tuesday, May 5,
brought to a head
months of competi-
tion for space to expand in North
Bayshore. With Mountain View
facing a shortage of available
space for tech firms, city officials
identified North Bayshore as one
of the few areas left for expan-
sion. Last December, city officials
set a limit of 3.4 million square
feet of bonus office development
that would be allowed in the
area. That cap effectively created
a competition between Google
and other firms looking to stake
their claims in advance of the
city meeting. By Tuesday that
number had winnowed down to
just 2.2 million square feet.

The council’s decision gives
the green light for winners to
go ahead with submitting their
plans to the city, with final

In a split vote Tuesday night,

“This is such an

unfair process.

DAVID RADCLIFFE,
GOOGLE'S VICE PRESIDENT
OF REAL ESTATE

approval of the individual proj-
ects yet to come.

More than one person described
the process a “beauty contest,”
with contestants taking turns
asserting the various perks and
benefits they would bring to the
community. To judge the various
projects, Mountain View city
officials last year laid out a list
of criteria, including how well
each project improved traffic,
environmental sustainability and
the city’s overall vision for the
area. But the city was still left in
a dilemma with too many quali-
fied projects fighting for too little
space.

To call the meeting long would
be an understate-
ment. As the only sig-
nificant item on the
agenda, the North
Bayshore delibera-
tions stretched over
six hours with a series
of company presenta-
tions, public com-
ments and much
back-and-forth among elected
leaders. Despite the length, the
meeting remained packed with
stakeholders the entire night,
dwindling only slightly as it
stretched past midnight.

Repeating a phrase he had
often used in recent days, Mayor
John McAlister explained his role
was to “play Solomon” in slicing
up the pie of limited space. Mak-
ing the motion that eventually
won the day, the mayor proposed
giving smaller applicants Broad-
reach Capital Partners and Rees
Properties their full requested
space. LinkedIn was allocated
1.45 million bonus square feet,
an amount just short of the com-

» See NORTH BAYSHORE, page 13
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650.207.2111 650.279.4003 650.924.8365

judytanigami@gmail.com shughes@apr.com cbogardogorman@apr.com
CalBRE# 00298975 CalBRE# 01060012 CalBRE# 01918407

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com —8M8 ALANEL

580 Guadalupe Drive, Los Altos

Situated in sought-after North Los Altos, this 4
bedroom and 3 bath home is both classic and stylish,
beginning with the shaded front porch entrance and
continuing inside with a warm and inviting interior
floor plan. The beautiful and recently remodeled
kitchen features a large center island, abundant
cabinetry, and a spacious casual eating area. Other
highlights of this lovely home include one bedroom
with adjacent bathroom on the lower level (ideal for

an office, au pair, or extended family), mostly updated
bathrooms, a large family room, 2 fireplaces, hardwood
floors, and large picture windows throughout. Outside,
the home is framed by colorful garden beds and lush
lawn areas with mature landscaping. A sparkling pool
with an expansive patio creates a private oasis perfect
for entertaining and recreation in a lovely garden
setting. Completing the appeal of this wonderful home
is its ideal location with access to excellent schools and
nearby amenities in the Village of Los Altos.

www.580Guadalupe.com

Offered at $2,995,000

« 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms « Formal entry and living room with fireplace « Private backyard with beautiful gardens,

« Approximately 2,750* square feet of living space ~ « Large family room with fireplace and access pool and expansive patio

« Large corner lot of approximately 11,300* to the backyard « Top-rated Los Altos schools include: Santa Rita
square feet . Spacious bedrooms and mosﬂy updated Elementary, Egan Middle, and Los Altos ngh

« Formal dining room with French doors leading bathrooms (buyer to verify enrollment)

out to the rear patio « Hardwood floors, large picture windows, *buyer to verify
and ample storage

201 Flynn Ave., #2, Mountain View

- 2BR/1.5BA townhome with 1-car - Fireplace, recessed lights, Maple floors,
detached garage and inside laundry
- Open floor plan of approximately - Cozy brick patio with direct access
1,250 sq. ft. to community pool
- Remodeled kitchen with custom cabinets - Ideal location in close proximity to
and granite countertops Google, shopping and commuter routes
- Master bedroom with vaulted ceiling, - MVLA Schools
balcony and walk-in closet www.201flynn2.com

Offered at $629,000

= - . .-__ '~ e !
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AROUND TOWN

Asked at A la Carte & Art in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by
Rachel Lee.

Whats a sure-fire winner of a
Mothers Day gift?

“I would say; at least for my
mom, a plant. Not necessarily
like a bouquet of flowers, but
something that lasts and she can
plant. She loves plants.”

Jessica Shepardson, Palo Alto

“Spending time with my
mother.”

Samantha Eng, Mountain View

“Flowers ... are a good distance
gift. For moms in town, I like
well-made pottery.”

Doug Liand, Mountain View

“Taking (my mom) to an outlet
store and allowing her to get
whatever she wants. She’s a
shopper.”

Sam Tongo, Mountain View

“A home-cooked meal because it
shows that youre putting effort
into doing something rather
than just going out, paying
money and buying something. It
shows you really care.”

Roger Noel, Mountain View

Have a question for Voices Around Town? Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

!
DEN TAL FAMILY

The C@mpllment We Can
|Vl e Vote From You For
0 e

Easy,Online Voting Starts
Eriday, April 24

WWW. ice.com/Best_0Of €

..

| .

| B
LET US HELP YOU BE HAPPY & HEALTHY
ﬂ;() New :Pfa}ﬁ’wnﬁ A $366 VALUE! | oferwidtornen

o Exam, Digital opinions welcome.
cludes: Exa sitd Call for details. Some

restrictions may apply.

X-Rays & Cleanmg

DR. WILLIAM HALL - DR. TIFFANY CHAN - DR. J. JANICE CHOU - DR. ROB VAN DEN BERG

100 W. EI Camino Real, Suite 63A SMILES
Mountain View ( Corner of EI Camino & Calderon ) w

WWW.SMILESDENTAL.COM | 650-564.3333 QUALITY - SATISFACTION - TRUST

» 2015 -
Tickets are on sale now!

2,000 Free Resident Tickets!* (while supplies last)

i
%

- Two thousand free lawn tickets are available to Mountain View residents (4 tickets per

" family limit) courtesy of Shoreline Amphitheatre and the City of Mountain View.

+  Mountain View residents may also purchase discounted lawn and upper reserve tickets
for $13.50 (4 tickets per family limit). Discounted tickets are also courtesy of Shoreline
Amphitheatre and the City of Mountain View.

« *To obtain your free or discounted tickets: BRING THIS COUPON, proof of residency
(a driver’s license AND current utility bill with a Mountain View address) or a 2015
Shoreline Resident Ticket ID card with valid ID to the Amphitheatre Box Office.

» Shoreline Amphitheatre Box Office Hours: Monday - Friday 12 noon to 5:00 p.m.,
Saturdays 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Box office can be reached at (650) 967-4040.

» Doors open at 5:00 p.m with games and activities for family fun.

o Getyour free tickets by 2:00 p.m. on Monday, June 22 unless sold out prior to this date.

» Discounted tickets can be purchased up to and including the day of the event.

» Anadditional $10.00 parking fee will be collected the night of the event.

Helpful Tips to get to Shoreline Amphitheatre
Easy access to the Amphitheatre is available from the Stevens Creek Trail and Permanente Creek Trail.
Shoreline Amphitheatre will provide supervised bike parking for this event.
Trail hours will be extended to allow public access after the event to walk or ride home.

- —
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The Mountain View Senior Center Presents

THE SENIOR RESOURCE FAIR

o o7 o 'Tuesday, May 12, 2015
2:30 - 5:00 pm

;'::II\/Iountain View Senior Center

~ 266 Escuela Ave, Mountain View, CA

» 8 Mini Workshops « Transportation

+» Home Care Information « Medical & Life Insurance
« Housing Information « Volunteer Opportunities
« Health Information « Free Raffle

For more information call: (650) 903-6330

(9 B El Camino Hospital'

THE HOSPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

LocalNews

B CRIMEBRIEFS
DRUG SALE ARREST

Police arrested a 34-year-old San Jose man on Monday after a
vehicle stop led to an investigation that found drugs, scales and
other objects that led police to believe he was selling illegal drugs.

The man, identified as Martin Barragan-Torres, was stopped
by an officer for a traffic violation near Highway 101 and Moffett
Boulevard. The officer suspected Barragan-Torres was driving
while intoxicated, and found methamphetamine and cocaine in
a subsequent investigation of the vehicle, according to Sgt. Saul
Jaeger of the Mountain View Police Department.

The officer also found scales, multiple cellphones, unused bag-
gies and other objects, Jaeger said.

Barragan-Torres was arrested on charges of possession of a con-
trolled substance for sale, transportation of controlled substances
and driving under the influence. He was booked into Santa Clara
County Main Jail.

» See CRIME BRIEFS, page 17

Healthy Teeth and Gums
That Last A Lifetime!

« Voted Best Dentist 2014

- Experienced and
Gentle Dentist, and
Friendly Staff

- Caring Treatment that
Focuses on
Your Comfort

« Our Patients Love to
Refer Us to Family and
Friends

= | ' .« New Patients Welcome!
’ ' DENTAL FABULOUS
: Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

Don’t Wait! Call 650.969.6077
for your appointment today!

Conveniently located in Downtown Mountain View

756 California Street, Suite B Mountain View 94041

cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

Support
Mountain View Voice’s
print and online coverage
of our community.

SUPPORT LOCAL

JOURNALISM

Join today: SupportLocalJournalism.org/MountainView
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B POLICELOG

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
900 block Wright Av., 5/4

AUTO BURGLARY
1 block E. Middlefield Rd., 4/29
600 block N. Whisman Rd., 5/3

600 block Showers Dr., 5/3 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
500 block Tyrella Av., 5/3 FOR SALE

! Highway 101 & Moffett Blvd., 5/4
Ry iforni SALE OF MARIJUANA
700 block California St., 5/2 L TRyt g
2500 block Grant Rd., 5/1 ock N. Shoreline Blva.,

STOLEN VEHICLE

FORGERY 1ICLI
600 block Showers Dr., 5/2 500 block W. Middlefield Rd., 5/4
GRAND THEFT VANDALISM

500 block N. Rengstorff Av., 4/30
1300 block Isabelle Av., 4/30
California St. & View St., 5/1

100 block Castro St., 4/29
1900 block Silverwood Av., 5/4

B CORRECTION

Last week’s report on a Mountain View civility roundtable mis-
stated the results of one question on an audience survey. The story
reported that 46 percent of those surveyed responded no to the
question “Could Ferguson happen in Mountain View?” In fact, 46
percent responded yes to the question; 34 percent responded no.

i e

T

Join us for a garden party honoring
six distinguished seniors who have

made significant professional
and community contributions:

Call (650) 289-5445 or
visit www.avenidas.org for
tickets and event location.

SAvenidas
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Activist Roberto Muhoz carries an American flag with Maria Marroquin, the director of the Mountain
View Day Worker Center, at the annual May Day march through downtown.

May Day march focuses on
plight of migrants

By Mark Noack

modest yet motivated
crowd of local immi-
gration-rights activists

marched through Mountain
View on Friday for what has
become an annual rally on
May Day. The message to
elected leaders and the wider
public is that immigration
reform remains the predomi-
nant political issue for more
than 11 million undocumented
people living in limbo in the
United States.

The group, which started
with about 60 people, gathered
at Rengstorff Park in the late
afternoon and marched along-
side the bustling commuter
traffic toward downtown. The
crowd nearly doubled in size
by the early evening as the
march ended at the downtown
St. Joseph Church for a series of
speeches and music.

“All the pain and suffering in
the community is represented
here,” said Rosa Mancilla, a
pastor associate at St. Atha-
nasius church. “Were seeing

families being split up and
that’s why we’re here.”

This was the fourth year for
the march, which began as a
December event with barely 15
people attending. Since then
it has grown, peaking in 2013
when as many as 1,000 people
participated, according to some
counts.

People attending the rally this
year described comprehensive
immigration reform as a neces-
sity despite the recent steps

» See MAY DAY, page 17

Depression still a top

problem in high schools

SURVEY SHOWS REDUCTION IN SUBSTANCE ABUSE,
BUT CONCERNS REMAIN OVER STUDENT ANXIETY

By Kevin Forestieri

igh school staffin Moun-
Htain View have a lot to

brag about after recent
results from a school climate
survey showed Mountain View
and Los Altos high schools
remain supportive, low-violence
environments with little in the
way of bullying or substance
abuse problems reported among
students.

But depression and anxiety
still remained high in the survey
of more than 2,000 students last
year, with anywhere from 14 to 17
percent of students per grade level
reporting that they seriously con-
sidered attempting suicide in the
last year, and more than a quarter
reporting they are dealing with
chronic sadness and hopelessness.

The results come from the
2013-14 California Health Kids
Survey, a state-wide school cli-
mate survey that asks students
a range of questions about the
level of engagement, participa-
tion and connectedness they
have at school, as well as whether
students have been taking drugs
or alcohol, including prescription
medications like Adderall.

When compared with oth-
er high schools, the Mountain
View-Los Altos Union High
School District ranks in the top
4 percent in the state for overall
support and engagement, and
the top 1 percent for overall low
levels of violence, victimization
and substance abuse, according
to a report by the district.

Board member Fiona Wal-
ter said she was particularly
impressed with the big improve-
ments to the substance abuse
numbers, with the percentage
of juniors who reported never
smoking marijuana in their lives
jumped from 60 percent to 69
percent between the 2009-2010
school year and last year. The
number of juniors who have
never had a “full drink” of alco-
hol also got a big bump from 38
percent to 55 percent.

But the percentage of students
who have considered suicide
has seen just a slight improve-
ment over the years, and only
among freshman students. And
when compared with the Palo
Alto Unified School District —
where Gunn and Palo Alto high
schools have received national
attention for the rate of suicides
in recent years — MVLA stu-
dents are reporting even higher
rates of having seriously consid-
ered suicide.

Superintendent Barry Groves
said part of maintaining a posi-
tive school climate is making
sure students are happy even in
the context of rigorous academic
programs, and that district staff
is “very mindful” of teen anxi-
ety and stress. He said staff will
likely recommend an increase in
the number of school therapists
to the board for the coming
school year.

Board president Susan Swee-
ley said even if the percentage

» See DEPRESSION, page 7

Development prompts ranks of city staff to grow

By Mark Noack

ebounding with gusto
R after a recessionary slow-
down, Mountain View
City Hall could be entering a new
period of rapid growth. City offi-
cials intend to expand their ranks
with up to 19 new employees
in the coming months, primar-
ily to get a handle on a crush of
work from the flurry of proposed
development projects.
The need to hire new workers

was first mentioned last week
as part of the city’s draft budget
for the upcoming fiscal year.
Laying out the plan, City Man-
ager Dan Rich explained that
development-driven work was
overwhelming the city’s current
staffing, particularly the public
works and community develop-
ment departments.

“We're at an all-time high of
work and demand, and it’s not a
sustainable equation any more,”
Rich explained to council mem-

bers on April 28.

With just over $107 million
in revenues, Mountain View is
experiencing a steady period
of growth with the best budget
outlook in recent memory. While
Rich and other city officials
noted the need for added help,
they cautioned city leaders that
they needed to tread lightly on
expanding the city workforce too
much, in case another recession
comes in the near future.

To that end, Rich reported that

only 3.5 permanent full-time
positions are being added to
the city’s team. The rest would
be temporary positions, many
of which would be paid for
by special funds derived from
developer fees, utilities or other
sources.

A major force behind the new
positions is the spree of tech-
fueled development being pro-
posed for the North Bayshore.
Several competing projects are
being considered by the council

(see story on Page 1), and the
scope of the proposals as well as
the rigorous stipulations in the
city’s precise plan will make the
workload a challenge, said Com-
munity Development Director
Randy Tsuda.

Tsuda said the number of
projects in the city’s pipeline was
comparable to past years; how-
ever, the new developments are
much more complex this time

» See CITY STAFF, page 16
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Community Health
Education Programs

Presented by PAMF'’s Cancer Care Program

e PAMF and community services and resources

June 6, 9 a.m. to noon

PAMF Mountain View Center

701 E. El Camino Real, Third Floor, Mountain View

May 12, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

PAMF Palo Alto Center

Positive Discipline 101
May 12, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

PAMF Sunnyvale Center
' Senior Driving:

Take Control Of Your D
May 21, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

PAMF Sunnyvale Center

\

ﬁ%ﬂ Sutter Health

Palo Alto Medical
Foundation

We Plus You

For a complete list of
classes and class fees,
lectures and health
education resources, visit
pamf.org/education.

e Presentations on topics that touch cancer patients, survivors and caregivers
e Art work created by cancer patients who participated in our PAMF Expressions Class
e Cooking demonstration with a focus on healthy and delicious foods

No registration required. Learn more about this free event at
pamf.org/cancerevent or by calling (650) 934-7380.

Dr. Tom McDonald Memorial Lecture Series
Skin Cancers and Common Look Alikes

Amy Adams, M.D., Ph.D., PAMF Dermatology

795 El Camino Real, Third Floor Conference Center, Jamplis Building ¢ (650) 853-4873

\ Dr. Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop:

Susan Stone Belton, Family Coach and Motivational Speaker

301 Old San Francisco Rd., Second Floor Conference Center, Sunnyvale e (408) 730-2810

riving Future

Rosemary Robles, DMV Senior Driver Ombudsman

301 Old San Francisco Rd., Second Floor Conference Center, Sunnyvale e (408) 730-2810
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BUILDINGS

» Continued from page 1

have an architect or engineer
inspect the building and pay for
any upgrades that are identified.

“More critically, it’s about what
do we do about these buildings
that are highly vulnerable in an
earthquake,” said Randy Tsuda,
community development direc-
tor for the city of Mountain View.

A ‘substantial’ number
of rental units

Tsuda estimates that some-
where between 100 and 125
buildings in Mountain View
have a soft-story design that
may need retrofitting, which he
said is a “substantial portion” of
the rental housing stock in the
city. A survey by San Jose State
University in 2006 found 1,129
first-story apartment units in
soft story buildings in Mountain
View, which adds up to an esti-
mated 2,823 residents.

Many of the homes severely
damaged in the Loma Preita
earthquake as well as the 1994
Northridge earthquake in Los
Angeles were soft-story build-
ings, which prompted changes in
building codes, Tsuda said. That
means new soft-story buildings
can still be constructed, but with
very different building stan-
dards.

That doesn’t help Mountain
View much, considering most of
the city’s housing was built long
ago. A study in 2009 of the city’s
housing stock shows 53 percent
of thee homes are over 40 years
old, and roughly 19 percent of the
total housing is soft-story multi-
family dwellings.

There’s also no pressure by
the state on property owners
to retrofit soft-story buildings,
leaving it up to individual cities.
The California Health and Safety
Code states that soft-story build-
ings can create “dangerous con-
ditions” in an earthquake, and
were responsible for “7,700 of the
16,000 housing units rendered
uninhabitable by the Loma Prieta
earthquake and over 34,000
of the housing units rendered
uninhabitable by the Northridge
earthquake.”

Despite the damning evidence
that soft-story buildings are
unsafe in earthquakes, the health
and safety code only “encourag-
es” cities and counties to address
seismic safety of soft-story resi-
dential buildings.

Property owners in Mountain
View are currently not required
to tell tenants whether they are
living in a soft-story building
that haven’t had retrofitting done
for earthquake safety, Tsuda said.

There was some confusion
among City Council members
at the April 28 meeting over why
the city needed to conduct a sur-
vey itself. After all, San Jose State

University had already tracked
down over 1,100 apartment units
in the city that are potentially
unsafe.

Tsuda told the council that city
staff did request that informa-
tion, but were turned down after
they were told the university’s
housing inventory was propri-
etary. It’s not clear why the uni-
versity is withholding the data
from the city, Tsuda said.

“We don’t even know if the
people who did the study are
even at San Jose State anymore,”
he said. “They would not release
that information.”

The Voice contacted members
of the San Jose State University
Research Foundation, but did not
receive an answer by Wednes-
day’s press deadline.

Once the funding is approved,
Mountain View will be the first
city in Santa Clara County to get
moving on retrofitting its soft-
story housing, but it will be years
behind cities like San Francisco
and Berkeley that have not only
mapped out potentially unsafe
housing, but led the way in pass-
ing ordinances mandating earth-
quake inspections and retrofits.

Warning signs required

In 2005, Berkeley adopted an
ordinance requiring owners of
soft-story buildings to submit
engineering reports that include
a list of structural weaknesses
and ways to reinforce the build-
ing. It also required owners to let
tenants know that the buildings
theyre living in are soft-story.
In an effort to make it painfully
obvious, landlords were forced
to put a sign on the building
entrance in plain sight that states
“Earthquake Warning. This is a
soft-story building with a soft,
weak, or open front ground floor.
You may not be safe inside or
near such buildings during an
earthquake.”

Landlords in Berkeley have
been paying anywhere from
$2,000 to $10,000 per unit for
the seismic retrofit work, aver-
aging about $3,280 per unit,
according to the city’s Planning
and Development department.
Property owners are allowed to
increase rents to offset the costs
on a “case-by-case” basis.

San Francisco’s success

Strawn said San Francisco’s
Mandatory Soft Story Retrofit
program has been very success-
tul so far, and as of last week all
but 5 of the nearly 6,700 property
owners of soft-story buildings in
the city have submitted screening
forms determining whether ret-
rofit work is needed. As of May 5,
he said about 50 retrofit jobs have
already been completed.

“The initial part of the pro-
gram has definitely been success-

» Continued on next page
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» Continued from previous page

ful,” Strawn said. “The fact that
we literally have 5 of 6,700 who
haven’t responded is amazing,
really.”

The program did little to pit
tenants and landlords against one
another, he said, and members of
the San Francisco Apartment
Association, many of whom own
soft-story buildings, were sup-
portive of both the legislation
and implementation. All the
costs associated with the retrofit
work can be passed onto tenants
through rent increases.

Getting a head-start relative to
the rest of the county on retrofit
work might be a good idea in
light of recent data that shows the
chance of a major earthquake in
the Bay Area is higher than pre-
viously estimated. The chance of
an earthquake with a magnitude
of 6.7 or greater in the next 30
years is now pinned at 72 percent,
according to Andrew Michael,
a research geophysicist at U.S.
Geological Survey’s Earthquake

Science Center in Menlo Park.
That’s up from the 63 percent
probability found in a 2008
study.

Part of the reason for the
increase, Michael said, is that
research now analyzes faults
more as a ‘“network” where
quakes can jump from fault to
fault, rather than determining
isolated earthquake probabilities
for the San Andreas and Hay-
ward faults. He said earthquakes
involving multiple fault lines
can produce longer and larger
earthquakes, causing widespread
and devastating earthquakes like
Loma Prieta.

The higher probability may
not prompt major changes in
building retrofitting programs,
Michael said, but it’s certainly a
reminder that earthquake readi-
ness remains a key issue for resi-
dents in the Bay Area.

“The data really highlights that
we should be doing something,”
Michael said. @

Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

DEPRESSION

» Continued from page 5

of students feeling hopeless or
depressed was lower, it should
still be a district priority to help
them out.

“Even if the same 6, 7 or 8 per-
cent of kids were disenfranchised
on all the questions, those kids
still matter. Every single one of
them,” Sweeley said.

Homework has come up as a
possible reason for the high levels
of academic stress on students,
Sweeley said, but in talking to
teachers and other school staff,
she is convinced that homework
is really only a symptom of a larg-
er problem. Increased enrollment
in multiple Advanced Placement
(AP) classes might be the culprit,
she said, as more students are
taking four or more AP classes
at a time.

“It’s a high stress area and we
all need to dial it back a bit,”
Sweeley said.

Still, there is a draft of a dis-
trict-wide homework and make-
up work policy in the works,
according to Associate Superin-
tendent Brigitte Sarraf. The draft
policy calls on students, teachers
and parents to strike a bal-
ance between homework, extra-
curricular activities, sleep and
unstructured free time. The draft
is currently floating between
stakeholders for additional input,
and is expected to make it to the
board for a presentation on May
26, Sarraf said.

At the April 20 board meeting,
board member Phil Faillace cau-
tioned against looking at the sur-
vey results at face value, which he
said can appear frightening with-
out context. Faillace compared it

to the unemployment rate, and
said 5 percent unemployment is
considered a great achievement
among economists but, in isola-
tion, sounds pretty bad.

“When you think of that in
absolute terms, it’s really kind of
awful. It means 1 out of 20 people
who are looking for work aren’t
getting it,” Faillace said. “Having
a comparison shows systemic
flaws and whether were doing
better.”

Nationwide surveys show an
average of 16 percent of high
school-aged teens in the U.S.
have reported “seriously consid-
ering suicide,” according to the
Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, which is roughly the
same rate at the Mountain View-
Los Altos school district.

Further comparisons with the
county is difficult because many
school districts are now opting
out of the California Healthy
Kids Survey. Every school used
to be required to do the survey
in order to get federal “Title
IV” funding for safe and drug-
free school programs, but the
requirement was dropped when
categorical school funding was
dropped, according to Tina Jung,
a spokesperson for the California
Department of Education.

Even if the district’s survey
results do well against state or
national averages, Faillace told
the board that some of the results
are still “too high” and need to be
addressed.

“You can'’t rest on the fact that
we have systemic problems. Our
job is always to do better than the
system, and that’s what we’re
gonna try to do,” Faillace said. ®

Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

D.G.W.

760 Kifer Road
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
Phone: (408) 245-1863
Fax: (408) 245-1283

Est. 1985
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Web: www.dgwauctioneers.com

Henry Hiller Parker (British,
1858 - 1930), Oil on canvas

Auctioneers & Appraisers

Ferdinand Gehr (Swiss, 1896 -1956)
Two floral watercolors on paper
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Special Real Estate Auction
Friday June 12, 2:00PM PST
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www.dgwauctioneers.com

Offered By Kobbeman Properties
PO Box 620181

Woodside, CA 94062
650-208-3157
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Community services director to take over CHAC

By Kevin Forestieri

he Community Health
Awareness Council
(CHAC) board of directors
has tapped a 34-year veteran in the
nonprofit world to take over for
Monique Kane, who is set to retire.
Naomi Nakano-Matsumoto, cur-
rently the executive director of
West Valley Community Services,
will take over as the new executive
director of CHAC on July 1.
Nakano-Matsumoto has spent
most of her career at South
Bay commu-
nity organiza-
tions. And she
will  almost
certainly have
her hands full.
The transi-
tion in leader-
ship comes at a
time when teen
mental health
has surfaced as a top priority for
local schools and hospitals, and
both local parents and students
have expressed a growing desire
for peer counseling groups.
Nakano-Matsumoto moved
to California in 1991 and began

Naomi Nakano-
Matsumoto

working in the Bay Area with
Asian Americans for Commu-
nity Involvement, a nonprofit
that seeks to overcome the social
and cultural barriers that keep
Asian Americans from getting
the health, advocacy, and com-
munity services they need.

She later worked for Asian
American Recovery Services in
East San Jose, helping families
with substance abuse prevention,
treatment and intervention, and
eventually moved over to West
Valley Community Services in
2005.

Despite making the jump from
community service nonprofit
work to the field of mental
health, Nakano-Matsumoto said
it’s hardly uncharted territory.
She said she cut her teeth in
nonprofit work at mental health
agencies as well as spending five
years in the school system as a
social worker in Denver.

“It feels like I'm going back to my
roots,” Nakano-Matsumoto said.

While most of her work has
been in the West Valley region
of the Bay Area, which includes
Campbell, Cupertino, and Los
Gatos, she said she’s pretty famil-
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iar with the Peninsula. Nakano-
Matsumoto lives in Sunnyvale,
and her children go to a school
where CHAC offers counseling
services.

It feels like
I'm going back
to my roots.
NAOMI NAKANO-MATSUMOTO

“There are specific players that

I need to get to know better, but
I feel like Mountain View is an
extension of my community,”
she said. “I feel very comfortable”
Nakano-Matsumoto said
there’s a “clear need” for more
behavioral health services in the
area, and greater levels of aware-
ness and acceptance of mental
health issues have helped under-
score that need. She said some of
her top priorities include finding
new ways to help kids learn cop-
ing mechanisms for stress, as well
as improving access to mental
health services among people

LONG-TIME NONPROFIT LEADER HAS ROOTS IN MENTAL HEALTH WORK

who can’t afford it.

“People with enough money to
pay for the services have plenty
of access, but if you don’t have
adequate insurance or are very
low or no-income, there’s not
enough,” she said.

Nakano-Matsumoto will take
over for current executive director
Kane, who has been working with
CHAC for the last 28 years and
spent the latter half leading the
nonprofit. Kane, a therapist and
former teacher, announced her
plans for retirement late last year.

Since Kane took over, CHAC
has expanded its presence to 33
schools in Sunnyvale, Moun-
tain View and Los Altos, where
it offers counseling and other
support services for students —
an achievement that stretched
CHACs staff and resources.

Both Nakano-Matsumoto and
Kane have been named Woman
of the Year by County Supervisor
Joe Simitian. In a press release,
Simitian called Nakano-Matsuo-
moto a “local hero” who helped
guide West Valley Community
Services through the recession,
when demand for food, shelter
and emergency assistance jumped

Design+Build

THE PERFECT KITCHEN AND BATHROOM REMODEL REQUIRES THOUGHTFUL
PLANNING. Our informative workshops for homeowners are taught by Harrell
Remodeling’s Sr. Designers who will share our 30+ years of experience and
knowledge of the design and remodeling process. Our goal is to provide

you with the educational tools you need to get started on a successful and
minimally stressful remodel, and make your renovation project a rewarding and
positive experience.

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AS THESE CLASSES FILL UP QUICKLY!

Call us or go online to register today!

650.230.2900 | info@harrell-remodeling.com | harrell-remodeling.com

2015 REMODELING
WORKSHOP SERIES

e Kitchens & Bathrooms
Harrell Remodeling, Inc.

SATURDAY, MAY 16

1954 0ld Middlefield Way, Mountain View, CA 94043

9:30-11:30am Registration & light breakfast at 9:15am.

in 2008 and 2009.

“Through her leadership, our
neighbors have somewhere to
turn in their time of need,” Simi-
tian stated in the press release.

Some of the new programs
Kane still has in the works prior
to her departure include a peer
counseling group for high school
students, likely to be hosted at
CHAC headquarters on a weekly
basis for teens to talk about
depression, stress, and anxiety.

Other key players for mental
health programs in the Bay
Area include El Camino Hospi-
tal’s Community Benefit Plan,
which contributes more money
each year to school districts for
increased mental health services
at schools.

Tom Myers, executive director
of Community Services Agency,
said he looks forward to continu-
ing to work with Nakano-Matsu-
moto after collaborating with her
on through West Valley Com-
munity Services, a sister agency
of CSA. Myers said Kane has
been a great leader of CHAC over
the years, and that Naomi will
bring a “natural continuity” in
leadership. @

License B479799




Local

LASD hosts broad

outreach

By Kevin Forestieri

he Los Altos School Dis-

trict is seeking broad pub-

lic input for how to handle
growing enrollment with $150
million in bond money on the
table, marking a change after
six months of meetings with the
30-person Facilities Master Plan
Committee.

The school district recently
shifted gears with an open-to-all
public meeting at the Los Altos
Youth Center where more than
100 people were able to pitch in
their ideas, thoughts and con-
cerns on how to handle growing
enrollment. The meeting marks
the beginning of several planned
discussions, both online and in-
person, on what strategies would
work best.

Up until March, the district
has relied on feedback from the
facilities committee, made up
of PTA members, parents and
school principals on how to
spend Measure N bond money
to increase student capacity. The
group has since been put on hold
by the district.

Working with Mountain View-
based company Conteneo, dis-
trict staff had groups of seven
work together on giant printouts
of boats on the walls. Each
“engine” that groups pinned
on the ship would represent a
solution to solving enrollment
growth, like buying new land
for a school, and each engine
was connected to associated
drawbacks, or “anchors,” such
as high land acquisition costs or
congested traffic.

It may look a little silly at first,
but Laura Richardson, vice presi-
dent of sales at Conteneo, said
it’s an effective way solicit new
ideas from people who might not
normally give feedback at these
kinds of meetings. By framing
problems in a limited way and
sticking to group work, Richard-
son said, there’s real discussion
going on and people no longer
feel intimidated when they make
suggestions or raise concerns.

“Normally meetings feel like
open mic night, which can
sometimes be difficult to get
information from everyone,” she
said. “Those people that talk are
an incredibly small percentage of
the community.”

Board member Sangeeth
Peruri said they will continue
to work with the company to
pick up where last week’s discus-
sion left off with online, virtual
group discussions and real-time
updates. The district has not
announced when the online
forums will go live.

As of April 15, the district has

sessions

paid $33,000 in consulting fees to
Conteneo, according to district
records.

Did the boat strategy work?
Katie Kinnaman, principal at
Gardner Bullis Elementary and
co-leader of the Facilities Master
Plan Committee, said she the
format was very successful as
members of each group threw
ideas out there and slapped hun-
dreds of post-it notes onto the
boats with their own concerns
and suggestions. She said once
the group she facilitated got into
the swing of things, all she had to
do was step back and watch.

“I did almost nothing that
night,” Kinnaman said. “Our
group really owned what they
were creating.”

Lingering concerns

Before the meeting broke out
into groups, some friction bub-
bled up from attendees over the
district pushing the direction of
discussion toward land acquisi-
tion. One person insisted he
didnt know much about the
possible uses of district-owned
land for the meeting, while
another questioned why the
district hadn’t considered the
roughly 3 acres of district-owned
land leased to the Waldorf School
of the Peninsula.

At the same time, a two-
page document was distributed
around the room by an unnamed
person encouraging people to
support no new land acquisition,
and instead consider options for
using existing district land to
build a new school. The sugges-
tion conflicts with the district-
preferred enrollment growth
“option” which is to buy new land
for a new school site, preferably
in Mountain View north of El
Camino Real, on which to house
a new school.

Jill Jene, a Bullis Charter
School parent and member of
the facilities committee, said an
alternative to the district’s plan
could be two schools sharing
the large 16-acre Covington site,
which borders the city-owned
Rosita Park. She said there was a
consensus among the committee
members that it was worth seri-
ously analyzing the possibility of
using Covington for a new school
instead, but the idea was not
included in the official report by
the Facilities Master Plan Com-
mittee to the board in March.

Jene helped write what she
called the committee’s draft
minority report listing a num-
ber of grievances on the way
the committee was run, but no
other committee members
have surfaced as co-authors or
signatories. @
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EveEr BrrTEN Orr MORE
THAN You CaAN CHEW?

"

If you're missing any permanent adult teeth it can deflnltely feel that way sometimes.
Eating mouth-watering, delicious foods can be more of a pain than it's worth.

Dental implants are ideal for replacing missing teeth and can make eating enjoyable
again. It will also help retain the natural shape of your face and jaw line by reducing
bone loss. Dental implants look great, feel natural and last a long time.

Call Dr. McEvoy at 650-969-2600 for your free implant consultation.

‘Then make a reservation at your favorite restaurant and prepare to eat with abandon!

doctor and you’ll soon be smiling again.

As a Diplomat of the Board of Oral Implantology and a Fellow of the
American Academy of Implant Dentistry, Dr. McEwvoy has
the highest level of certification possible.
This means you can have your implant

managed by just one highly trained
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201 Mountain Wood Lane, Woodside
Offered at $39,200,000

Premier Opportunity to Build Equestrian Estate

Tucked away in prestigious Woodside, a private road leads to the gates of
two adjacent parcels, offering a combination of over 11 oak-lined acres
(per entitlements summary) that spread amidst some of the country’s most
illustrious properties. Famed architect Michael G. Imber and world-
renowned landscape architect Robert E. Truskowski have collaborated
to ensure these private grounds, which include the historic stables of
Champagne Paddocks, retain their timeless charm while balancing a
country estate brimming with modern luxuries. Preapproved plans
will accompany the purchase of this property, featuring designs for
an equestrian compound that includes a magnificent main house,
a poolhouse, a subterranean garage, and a guesthouse. Building a
Woodside estate on this immense scale is a golden opportunity
never to be duplicated. Despite the rustic environment of this
country retreat, you will be less than five minutes from the center
of Woodside, one of the most charming and affluent towns in the
world. Nearby schools include Woodside School (K-8) (API 965),
Woodside High, Phillips Brooks School, and Woodside Priory.

For video tour & more photos, please visit:
www.201MountainWood.com

Ken DeLeon Michael Repka
' CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880

Saturday & Sunday, 1:30-4:30 pm
Complimentary Lattes

650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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1520 Portola Avenue, Palo Alto
Offered at $2,988,000

Elegant Living In An Excellent Location

Beautifully appointed rooms and a central location blend within this highly
desirable 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home of 2,421 sq. ft. (per county)
on a lot of 5,227 sq. ft. (per county). Charming details include natural
hardwood floors with inlay, gorgeous molding, and dual-pane windows.
The living room offers two hutches and a stately fireplace, while an
archway opens into the formal dining room. Caesarstone countertops,
bar seating, and stainless-steel appliances accent the updated kitchen,
which adjoins a breakfast nook with a banquette and a family room
with a media console. Upstairs, the alluring master suite includes his
and her closets, a private balcony, and a marble-trimmed bathroom
with an oversized jetted tub. The detached garage has a bonus room,
and luxuriant landscaping surrounds an expansive terrace. Moments
from Stanford University, Peers Park, and California Avenue, you
will be close to Walter Hays Elementary (API 934) and Jordan
Middle (API 934), and within steps of Palo Alto High (API 905)
(buyer to verify eligibility).

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.1520Portola.com

1)
- - : Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm
Complimentary Lunch & Lattes

Ken DeLeon Michael Repka
CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880

650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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High School
Stanford | Stlj%nmgr%%llege

9 Attend Stanford while living at home.

Stanford’s High School Summer College is an academically selective program
that provides high-achieving high school students the ability to attend Stan-
ford University in the summer. The program runs 8 weeks and participants
enroll as visiting undergraduates students in Stanford’s Summer Quarter and
take the same courses as Stanford undergraduates. Summer College students
can choose from 145 courses across 30 university departments. Live at home
and attend Stanford for as low as $3,400.

9 DATES June20-Augustle &

NATIONAL RIVER CLEANUP DRY

Saturday | May 16, 2015 | 9AM - Noon

Volunteers are needed. Sign up today!
www.cleanacreek.org | volunteer@valleywater.org

NATIONAL RIVER
[;I.[ANH F DAY #CleanCreeksSCC
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Google bike projects hinge
on North Bayshore approvals

COMPANY PRESENTS VISION
FOR BIKE-FRIENDLY FUTURE

By Mark Noack

oogle representatives
Ghinted Monday night

that some transpor-
tation-friendly projects envi-
sioned for the North Bayshore
would be scaled back if Moun-
tain View officials didn’t grant
the company’s full request for
new office space. In its goal
to create an architecturally
cutting-edge campus, Google
earlier this year submitted an
ambitious bid for 2.4 million
square feet, the entire amount
of new commercial expansion
being allowed in the competi-
tive corporate neighborhood.

The issue came up at the
Monday, May 4, public meet-
ing on bike-friendly projects
in Mountain View organized
by Google and the Silicon
Valley Bicycle Coalition. The
event centered on Google’s
Bicycle Access Vision Plan, a
fleet of transportation projects
the company is promoting
to reduce vehicle traffic and
expand safe bicycle accessi-
bility throughout Mountain
View.

Jeral Poskey, a Google trans-
portation planning program
manager, explained that the
company would have to ditch
its goal to have no net increase
in parking spaces if the compa-
ny’s plans to build at four sites
were to be scaled back. Other
projects designed to minimize
traffic in the neighborhood
could also be impacted, he
indicated, although he didn’t go
into specifics.

“In the long run, it doesn’t
change our vision although some
numbers could change,” he said.
“If we only have one site (to
build), then we have to add park-
ing. If we get all four, then zero
parking.”

The bicycle meeting came
just one day before city lead-
ers were scheduled to review a
series of competing bids from
Google and several rivals for
development rights in North
Bayshore. Some materials pro-
moting the company’s North
Bayshore project were distrib-
uted at the meeting, but Pos-
key gave assurances that the
timing was a coincidence. The
company’s bicycle vision plan
had been a work in progress

for the last two years, he said.

As part of the bicycle plan,
company officials said Google
would spend $60 million on
various transportation projects
identified by Mountain View
city officials in a North Bay-
shore Precise Plan issued last
year. In addition, the company
wants to subsidize a new bike
shop somewhere on its campus
and provide a fleet of electric
bicycles for city staff.

As the highlight of the
plan, company representatives
said they wanted to link the
roadway network throughout
the city with new bicycle-
safe features. While Mountain
View has extensive bike lanes,
Poskey pointed out that only a
fraction, about 87 miles, were
fully inter-connected without
putting bike riders in a com-
petition for road space against
motorists. The company’s
plans call for connecting 270
miles of streets for cyclists so
that bicycles could be a pri-
mary mode of transportation
in Mountain View, he said.

“You have to be able to bike
not just to work. It has to work
across a network,” he said. “We
want you to get to all sorts of
destinations.”

As part of the event, Google
officials made the pitch that
they can improve traffic pat-
terns while growing in the
neighborhood. The company
presented a series of color-cod-
ed maps depicting how much
“stress” a bike rider encounters
on streets, as well as pinpoint-
ing spots where transportation
investments can make the most
impact.

Google has set a company goal
to eventually encourage 20 per-
cent of its employees to bike to
work.

The 40 people in attendance at
the meeting included two coun-
cil members, numerous bicycle
advocates and a cluster of nearby
residents. The response was over-
whelmingly appreciative.

“Google is such a big com-
pany, but they are looking at
this issue as a good neighbor,”
said Villa Street resident Jamil
Shaikh, an avid cyclist. “I'm
hopeful that people like me
will feel safe.” @

E-mail Mark Noack
at mnoack@mv-voice.com
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www.facebook.com/MountainViewVoice
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NORTH BAYSHORE

» Continued from page 1

pany’s entire request.

Meanwhile, the mayor pro-
posed sacrificing most proposals
from Google and The Sobrato
Organization, the applicants who
signaled the strongest commit-
ment to bringing housing to the
neighborhood. Google received
support for only one of its
four sites, a 515,000 square-foot
allotment that would go to an
eight-story building off Landings
Drive. Plans for that site were
meant to provide parking for the
much larger expansion Google
officials envisioned.

As the motion moved to a vote,
exasperated Google representa-
tives cried foul, saying they were
being penalized for trying to
adhere to the city’s rules.

“This is such an unfair pro-
cess, I'm concerned that the
city is moving forward with it,”
said David Radcliffe, Google’s
vice president of real estate and
workplace services. “This would
be very, very difficult for us. We
have a growth trajectory and we
were anticipating substantially
more than this.”

Google’s grand plans

In his opening pitch, Radcliffe
described Google’s full proposal
as something that would “bring
tears to your eyes.” The com-
pany’s full, 3.4 million-square-
foot design called for crane-like
robots to manipulate changeable
interiors, and a series of unique
glass-canopied buildings — a
startling vision that drew inter-
national headlines. In addition,
the company indicated it would
adapt its plans to include a swath
of new housing, something city
leaders added as a priority for
applicants last month, follow-
ing post-election changes in the
council majority.

From the start of the Tuesday
meeting, Radcliffe asked city
officials to hold off on making
any final decisions because he
said more time was needed to
study how the city’s desire for
housing would impact North
Bayshore plans already in the
pipeline.

Echoing that concern, Council-
man Lenny Siegel emphatically
urged his colleagues to postpone
a decision until the completion
a $1.2 million housing study
approved by the council in April.
Making judgments without info
would be like “flying blind,” he
said. He criticized the mayor’s
motion for promoting office
growth but leaving housing as an
afterthought.

“We may be eliminating the
chance to build the mixed-use
community many of us have
talked about,” he said. “Why
would Google make land avail-
able for housing, when they can

Applications Council Direction
Broadreach 123,479
Google-Landings 515,325
LinkedIn/Sywest 1,450,998
Rees 102,248

Total 2,192,050

Allowable Floor Area 2,192,050

Available 0

build offices at the base floor
ratio. It won't be as exciting ...
but it’ll give their people a place
to work.”

Siegel offered a counter motion
to delay any decision until next
year. But the proposal ultimately
lost in a 3-4 vote, with only council
members Pat Showalter and Ken
Rosenberg voting in favor of it.

The opposing council mem-
bers expressed concerns that
waiting on a decision would
compromise other applicants,
particularly LinkedIn.

‘We may be
eliminating the
chance to build

the mixed-use
community many
of us have talked

>
about.
COUNCILMAN LENNY SIEGEL

Linkedin’s ‘fragile’ deal

The professional networking
company had cobbled together a
tenuous partnership between five
separate landowners to develop
a 6.79-acre site just off Shoreline
Boulevard. The company’s plans
call for 10 buildings of mixed-use
office and commercial space.
with plans already in place for a
new gym and movie theater.

If the council dithered on a
decision, the land partnership
could fall apart, putting “mil-
lions of dollars at risk for no
reason,” warned LinkedIn rep-
resentative Jim Morgensen.

“This is not a small investment
and the reality is we’ll have a
substantial investment at risk,”
he said. “The longer we wait, the
more this fragile relationship will
erode. It’s really as simple as that.”

Those pleas got some backing
from the council, particularly
because LinkedIn representatives
pointed out they had only a small
foothold in North Bayshore
whereas Google owns hundreds
of acres. As icing on the cake,
Mortgensen reminded the coun-
cil his group would pledge to give
$40 million to MidPen Housing
for affordable housing projects in

Mountain View.

In comparison, Google offered
a wide range of community
amenities, including 31 acres of
new parks, hundreds of afford-
able homes and a network of
new bike trails. More than one
council member described the
company’s full proposal as the
most impressive of the bunch.

But Google’s request for every-
thing on the table left some
council members unsympa-
thetic. With only 2.2 million
square feet in bonus space to
dole out, Mountain View leaders
say they were hard-pressed to
take Google’s bid for 2.5 million
seriously.

“Google’s original proposal
exceeded the amount of develop-
able land,” chided Councilman
Mike Kasperzak. “At some point,
we couldn’t even have done that.”

Speaking for Google, Radcliffe
reminded city officials that the
original space available was 2.5
million square feet, but the city
later reduced that cap.

Other council members pro-
posed ways to give more office
space to Google, but those pitch-
es went nowhere. Siegel offered
what he dubbed “an unfriend-
ly amendment” to McAlister’s
motion to reduce LinkedIn’s
allotment by about 100,000
square feet and give that portion
to Google. The amendment died
without a second.

As a concession to keep some
housing in the equation, McAli-
ster offered Sobrato and Google
a future opportunity to increase
their allotment by showing how
much office space they could
retire to create future housing.

That was essentially useless,
Radcliffe said, because his com-
pany would need to retain all its
remaining office space.

The city approved McAlister’s
motion in a 4-3 vote, with Clark,
Siegel and Rosenberg opposed.

In a separate 6-1 vote with Sie-
gel dissenting, council members
also signaled they would give
future consideration for a 200-
room hotel project being pro-
posed in North Bayshore by the
Shashi Group. Council members
indicated they wanted staff to
negotiate with Shashi representa-
tives on adequate community
benefits before the project is
moved forward. @1

E-mail Mark Noack
at mnoack@mv-voice.com

' | |
We're hiring
Associate Editor at the Palo Alto Weekly

The award-winning news organization Palo Alto Weekly/
PaloAltoOnline.com is seeking a well-rounded journalist to become
our new associate editor. The ideal candidate is equally comfortable
editing hard and soft news and possesses the creativity, organizational
aptitude, focus on quality and adroitness in interpersonal
communications to guide publications from start to finish.

Our associate editor plays a key role as the deputy head of the
department, helping to ensure the smooth operation of the team
and leading the department in the absence of the editor-in-chief.
Experience as a news reporter or editor is desired, as is knowledge of
the Palo Alto community. An enjoyment of teamwork and the ability
to develop writers, including interns and freelancers, are musts.

The ideal candidate will have a strong interest in home and real
estate topics, the position’s main beat. New to the job will be the
responsibility to push the bounds of digital presentation on those
topics. Beyond real estate, the associate editor is involved in news
coverage, arts, cover stories and special publications.

This is a benefited position, offering health insurance and a 401(k)
savings plan, paid vacation, paid sick time and paid company holidays.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

To apply, please submit a cover letter detailing how your experience
fits the needs of the position. Also attach your resume, three articles
you've written and links to two publications or sections you've edited.
Email the materials, with ”Associate Editor” in the subject line, to
Editor Jocelyn Dong at jdong@paweekly.com. No phone calls, please.

Weakly (@@ PeloAro

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210

The g
Wings of Treedoin Gonr
Experience WWII FLYING History

[BE _]],j

BYING POBTRESS

=241
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IWIBEBIBATPOR

i d hphr- these majestic bomber aircraft inside and uui e
Feel the engines power up and take to the skies in an
amazing 30-Minute Flight Experience! Walk-through
tours are $12 for adults and $6 for children 12 yrs and
younger. Bomber Fll%ht Experiences in the B-17
or B-24 are 5450 and 5400 in the B-25 Mitcheli. Get
some “stick time” in the worlds greatest fighter! P-51
Mustang Flluhll (World's Only Full Dual Control
P-51C Muatang[ 1 hter) are 52200 for a half hour or

$3200 for a full hour. Call to reserve your flight.

MOUNTAIN VIEW / MOFFETT AIRFIELD
MAY 15TH TO MAY 23RD

No reservations needed for tours, Walk-through tour hours:
515 2:00 PM 1o 5:00 PM, 515 - 5/23 2:30 AM fo 5:00 PM

Special Appearance: B-25J) Mitchell

*COLLINGS |UIJNHr"|.||l'.I"J*
Keeping History Alive

& 800.568.8924 www.cfdn. org
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’ B El Camino Hospital’

‘ THE HOSPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

WE CELEBRATE OUR NURSES WHO PUT THE HEART IN HEALING.

In honor of Nurses Week, we extend heartfelt appreciation to our nurses.

Our hospital, our physicians, and more importantly, our patients, rely on the specialized expertise,
tireless efforts, and nurturing, patient-centered care of our nursing team. We have been repeatedly
recognized as a Magnet” hospital for nursing excellence from the American Nurses Credentialing
Center (ANCC): In fact, we were the first hospital in the Bay Area to achieve this honor, and we
continue to uphold and advance our designation. Our nurses push the standards for excellence,
embracing the latest technologies and evidence-based practices, collaborating to develop new
programs, and avidly seeking additional knowledge and training. We are honored to have an
opportunity to say thank you to our nurses who are the heart of healing here at El Camino Hospital.

Thank our nurses by sharing your appreciation on our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/elcaminohospital

El Camino Hospital thanks all of our dedicated nurses

in honor of National Nurses Week, May 6 - 12

800-216-5556 www.elcaminohospital.org [ Y @@ S+
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NEW DIRECTOR AT NASA
AMES

The NASA Ames Research
Center at Moffett Field has a new
head honcho. Dr. Eugene Tu, a
longtime Ames scientist who has
led several research divisions,
was picked as the agency’s new
director, according to a press
release earlier this week.

Tu comes from a research
background, with a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineer-
ing from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, as well as a
master’s degree and doctorate
in aeronautics and astronautics
from Stanford University.

Since joining NASA, Tu has led
four research divisions, includ-
ing the agency’s supercomputing
facility and its arc jet testing
complex. NASA officials note
that Tu has also led research in
computational aerodynamics,
information technology and high
performance computing.

—Mark Noack

SCHOOLS WIN STATE
AWARDS
Both of Mountain View’s middle

schools and two of its high schools
have been selected this month as

California Gold Ribbon Schools,
a new program that recognizes
schools for showing gains in “aca-
demic content and performance
standards” and temporarily takes
the place of the California Distin-
guished Schools Program.

Crittenden and Graham Mid-
dle schools were chosen as two
of 193 middle schools in the state
for the award, and Mountain
View and Los Altos high schools
were among the 180 high schools
honored. All the schools will
be recognized at an awards cer-
emony at the Marriott Marquis
in San Francisco on May 29.

Schools applied for the Gold
Ribbon Award based on “a model
program their school has adopt-
ed that includes standards-based
activities, projects, strategies,
and practices that can be repli-
cated by other local educational
agencies,” according to a press
release by the California Depart-
ment of Education.

Los Altos High School was rec-
ognized for the school’s “Learn-
ing in the Cloud” program,
which includes a one-to-one ratio
of students to digital devices and
a greater use of cloud computing
for learning in the classroom,
according to a district press
release. Assistant Principal Galen

B COMMUNITYBRIEFS

Rosen played a significant role in
the implementation of the pro-
gram as well as in the new “Bring

Your Own Device” program.
The award also recognized
Mountain View High School
for its work with the nonprofit
Equal Opportunity Schools,
which helped the school iden-
tify first-generation students who
could thrive in Advanced Place-
ment and honors courses, which
helped the school encourage
hundreds of students to take
more rigorous academic classes.
—Kevin Forestieri

E3 YOUTH PHILANTHROPY
SEEKING APPLICANTS

E-Cubed (E3) Youth Philan-
thropy, a Los Altos Community
Foundation program, is accept-
ing applications for the 2015-16
school year. Students entering
ninth, 10th or 11th grade this fall
who live in Los Altos, Los Altos
Hills or Mountain View, or attend
school in Los Altos or Mountain
View, can apply for a spot in the
program. Applications are due on
Friday, May 15, at 5 p.m.

The E3 program aims to
empower local youth to make a
positive social change in their
local and global communities. E3

currently has 35 members from
eight local schools who learn
from doing service and making
grants. E3 program participants
learn from local philanthropists
about nonprofits, organize ser-
vice projects, become effective
grant-makers, make grants to
local youth ventures, and work
with other youth leaders in the
area, organizers said.

The E3 program term lasts
for two years and meets twice
a month on Wednesdays from
7 to 9 p.m. in Los Altos from
September to May. The appli-
cation for E3 can be found at
http://losaltoscf.org/E3. For more
information, contact e3youth@
gmail.com or the Los Altos Com-
munity Foundation at (650)-949-
5908 or info@losaltoscf.org.

BIKE MONTH IN MV

The Mountain View Library is
celebrating bike month in May
with free programs, including
making up-cycled bike jewelry, les-
sons on riding safely, and an alley
cat race with Cowgirl Bike Courier.
Events include:

MA one-hour “Intro to Urban
Bicycling” course offered on
Tuesday, May 12, at 6:30 p.m. by
the Silicon Valley Bike Coalition.

Free and clear

AREREES

Participants will learn how move
safely through city traffic and
afterwards take a free ride on
Bikeshare bicycles.

BA drop-in bike clinic at the
Dero Fixit Station will be held
on Saturday, May 16, at 11 a.m..
Professional mechanics will be
on site and offer tips and advice.
Participants can also learn how
to use certain tools to fix bikes.
EMountain View Police Officers
will be conducting a “Theft Proof
Bike” talk on Wednesday, May
20, at 7 p.m.. Officers will discuss
bike crime and ways to prevent
bike thieves from accessing bikes.
BA courier challenge will be
held on Saturday, May 23, at 11
a.m.. Participants will compete
in an “alley cat-style” race against
messengers from Cowgirl Bike
Courier, a professional courier
service promoting green sustain-
ability and women cycling in
Silicon Valley.

BA sewing session will be held
on Monday, May 27, at 7 p.m..
Participants will learn how to
make panniers out of Friends of
the Library book bags.

For more information, contact
librarian Emily Weak at 650-526-
7020 or emilyweak@mountain-
view.gov.

—Rachel Lee

Imagine no mortgage payment in just ten years! See how much you’ll save
in mortgage interest. Visit a Star One branch, call us, or go to starone.org.

Star One 10-Year Mortgage

as 6 ; APR*
low
as B No closing costs from Star One.

San Jose
1090 Blossom Hill Rd.

7'1' STAR ONE

CREDIT UNION
Come get the Star Treatment

(866) 543-5202 | www.starone.org

Palo Alto
3903 El Camino Real

San Jose
3136 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Cupertino
10991 N. De Anza Blvd.

Sunnyvale
1080 Enterprise Way

=Y

*APR (Annual Percentage Rate) as of 2/26/15 and subject to change. Sample monthly payment on a $100,000, 10-year mortgage at 2.75% interest rate is $954 for 120 months. LENDER
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Now catering! Make it
a perfect occasion for any
birthday party, business
meeting, company function
or any special occasion.

1010 DOYLE STREET, MENLO PARK
(650) 326-2501 | CAFEDELSOLMENLO.COM

We deliver for FREE!

MON-THURS 11AM-3PM; 4:30PM-9:30PM || FRI & SAT 11AM-3PM; 4:30PM-10PM ||CLOSED SUNDAY

Look for Advertised Items and Pet Club News at PET CLUB is Excited to Offer: Blue Buffalo, California Natural,
icken Soup, Earth Born, Evo, Innova, Diamond Naturals,

www.petclubstores.com Pinnacle, Taste of the Wild, & Royal Canin Pet Foods
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WS Rengstorft | % g I SPORT 1
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At Blossom Hill & Snell 1010 N. Rengstorff

Ith any Purchase of Pet,

(No Membership Fees)

Effective 5/6/15 - 5/12/15

1
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LocalNews

MICHELLE LE

SWEET SOUNDS
ON THE PLAZA

Trio Sol de Mexico
performs on May 1, at
the second of Mountain
View'’s monthly Concerts
on the Plaza series. From
April through September,
the Civic Center Plaza hosts
musical performances,
food trucks and a pop-up
park for kids from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Next up on the
schedule is Hootenanny,
performing on June 5.

CITY STAFF

» Continued from page 5

around. Case in point is Google’s
bid for a series of glassy cano-
pies and modular buildings that
could be rearranged on a whim,
he said.

“These are big projects that will
consume quite a bit of staff time,”
he said.

Among the positions sought are
two engineers to focus on traffic
impacts to North Bayshore as
well as an mobility coordinator
who would work on alternative-
transportation improvements

throughout the city. Four new
city planners would be funded
primarily through special devel-
opment fees.

As part of the budget, city
leaders were also asked to con-
tinue another year of funding
for multiple part-time positions,
including an office assistant,
a communications coordinator
and a financial analyst.

The City Council is expected to
take up the final version of the
2015-16 fiscal year budget in
June. ®
E-mail Mark Noack at
mnoack@my-voice.com
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Mountain View Center
for the Performing Arts
8:00 p.m.

SERIES SPONSOR

Jean Lane
in memory of Bill Lane

MEDIA SPONSORS

The Almanac

Palo Alto Weekly
Mountain View Voice

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
(650) 854-7696 x315
openspacetrust.org/lectures

SINGLE TICKETS

On Sale February 1
MVCPA Box Office
(650) 903-6000
mvcpa.com

%ce
cgner

Peninsula Open Space Trust

LECTURES

EXPLORING FOOD AND FARMING

monbAY 7 May 11

Daphne Miller

PHYSICIAN, MEDICAL ECOLOGIST,
AUTHOR

Farmacology: What Innovative
Family Farming Can Teach
Us About Health and Healing

Dr. Daphne Miller approaches
medicine with the idea that
opportunities for health and healing
can be found in the medical system
as well as on farms, and in our
kitchens. In addition to maintaining
her primary care practice in San
Francisco, Miller has written two
books and is a professor at UCSF.
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MAY DAY

» Continued from page 5

taken to staunch deportations
under President Barack Obama.
Many described the executive
action announced last year as a
Band-Aid on the problem, which
did not enough to address issues
inherent in the outdated U.S.
immigration policy.

In fact, some perceived Presi-
dent Obama as the face of the
problem since he pledged to
make immigration reform a

priority in his campaigns. His
actions in office did not live up to
those promises, said Job Lopez,
a parishioner at St. Joseph’s
Church and an organizer for the
rally.

“More people are being deport-
ed under (Obama) than any
other past president,” he said.
“A kid might come home from
school and find his father or
mother isn’t there.”

This wasn’t a hypothetical
— Lopez had witnessed mem-
bers of his own family in the

Bay Area who have been living
with the fear of being forced
out of the country. His niece’s
family was torn apart in 2011,
he said, after federal immigra-
tion officials deported her
husband to Mexico. His niece
remains in the country, taking
care of their four children on
her own, he said. Lopez said
they were one example of the
“thousands” of similar cases
across the nation. f
E-mail Mark Noack
at mnoack@mv-voice.com

CRIME BRIEFS

» Continued from page 4
COUNTERFEIT MONEY

A San Jose man was arrested
late Saturday night after alleg-
edly trying to refill a gift card
using counterfeit money at the
Walmart on Showers Drive.

Walmart security contacted
police between 9 and 10 p.m.
reporting that the man, identi-
fied as 25-year-old Christopher
Hughes, had tried to refill the
gift card with as much as $322 of
counterfeit bills. Hughes had an
outstanding warrant for theft,
and officers suspected Hughes
was under the influence of a
controlled substance at the time
of the incident.

Hughes was arrested on charg-
es of possession of and attempt-
ing to pass counterfeit bills as
well as the outstanding warrant,
and was booked into Santa Clara
County Main Jail.

WOMAN REFUSES TO PAY
FOR FOOD

A 42-year-old transient woman
was arrested at the Shell Shock
Restaurant in downtown Moun-
tain View on Saturday after eat-
ing at the restaurant and refusing
to pay.

The woman, later identified as
Jung Hee Holub, ate $83 worth
of food from the restaurant and
refused to pay. She then locked her-
selfin the bathroom and refused to
come out. Officers arrived and
entered the bathroom and were
able to get Holub out, according to
Sgt. Saul Jaeger of the Mountain
View Police Department.

Holub was warned that she was
not allowed back in the restau-
rant, and was arrested on charges
of defrauding an innkeeper. She
was booked into Santa Clara
County Main Jail.

TWO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
ARRESTS

Police made two arrests last week
following an alleged domestic
violence incident where a husband
and wife both claimed to officers
that they had been attacked.

On Tuesday, April 28, a

36-year-old woman on the 1900
block of Crisanto Drive called
911 just after 4 p.m. claiming her
husband had slapped her and had
a knife. When officers arrived,
they searched for the man out-
side the home and found him in
the area close to Rengstorff Park.
The husband, a 29-year-old man,
told police that his wife tried
to cut him with a knife, and he
had superficial cuts to his chest,
according to Sgt. Saul Jaeger
of the Mountain View Police
Department.

Both the husband and wife
provided conflicting stories on
what happened, Jaeger said, and
based on the investigation police
arrested both on charges of com-
mitting “corporal injury” to the
other. Both were booked into

Santa Clara County Main Jail.

$2,500 LAPTOP STOLEN

A 34-year-old man San Mateo
man had an expensive laptop sto-
len from his vehicle in downtown
Mountain View last week after
he left his trunk open to unload
supplies.

The man parked his car at 135
Castro St. and began unloading
supplies from the trunk to a nearby
business on Wednesday, April 29,
ataround 6 p.m. When he returned
to the vehicle four minutes later, the
laptop in the trunk was gone. The
laptop is valued at $2,500.

No witnesses saw the incident
and no security cameras were in
the area.

—Kevin Forestieri

gé Crity oF MOUNTAIN VIEW

You Are Invited to a Meeting!

New Park to be Constructed at
771 North Rengstorff Avenue

Parks and Recreation Commission
and Urban Forestry Board Meeting
Wednesday, May 13, 2015 - 7:00 p.m.
Mountain View Senior Center,
266 Escuela Avenue

The Parks and Recreation Commission will review and
comment on the design of the new park, and recommend
a conceptual plan to the City Council.
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For more information, contact Rey Rodriguez,
Senior Project Manager at (650) 903-6311
or email rey.rodriguez@mountainview.gov

Elder
Summit

IMPROVING CARE THROUGH KNOWLEDGE,

PARTNERSHIP & EMPOWERMENT
r = i

May 15, 2015
8:30a.m. -4 p.m.

El Camino Hospital
conference center
ground floor (lower level)

- An all-day senior resources fair
for the community and clinicians

- Thisis a FREE event
- Lunch will be provided

- Valet parking available

To register call

1-800-216-5556

or goto
www.elcaminohospital.org/
ElderSummit

proving Care for Healthsystem Elders

‘B El Camino Hospital’

’ THE HOSPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

2500 Grant Road, Mountain View, CA 94040
www.elcaminohospital.org
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City OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

[ -

NOTICE OF VACANCY ON THE
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The City Council is seeking applications for the
Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee from persons
interested in serving the remainder of a four-year term
ending December 31, 2016.

The Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee consists
of five members appointed by the City Council.
Members shall live or work within the City limits and
have a strong interest and enthusiasm for planning,
improving, and maintaining bicycle and pedestrian
facilities. A majority of the members shall be Mountain
View residents. This Committee meets on the last
Wednesday of the month except for May, July, and
December, at 6:30 p.m. in the Plaza Conference Room,
City Hall, 500 Castro Street. Members are appointed
for a maximum of two four-year terms. The Board,
Commission, and Committees are volunteer positions
and serve in an advisory capacity to the City Council.

Call the City Clerk’s Office at (650) 903-6304 for further
information and an application. An application can be
downloaded at http://mountainview.gov. Completed
applications will be accepted until June 5, 2015 at 5:00
p.m.

Appointments are available on an equal-opportunity

basis.

Lorrie Brewer, MMC
City Clerk
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THE COLLECTOR’S CABINET:
EUROPEAN FURNITURE AND

DECORATIVE ARTS
Monday May 18, 10am
San Francisco
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'HEALING RIVER’

Life’s joys and pains, turmoil
and tranquility will be expressed
in song at the Peninsula Women’s
Chorus spring concert of Latin
American music at Palo Alto’s
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church (600
Colorado Ave.) on Saturday, May
9,2:30 p.m., and Sunday, May 17,
2:30 p.m. Tickets are $30 general
admission, $10 students. Go to
pwchorus.org or call 650-327-
3095.

‘IN MY LIFE: A MUSICAL
THEATRE TRIBUTE TO THE
BEATLES'

Once so wildly popular that a
new term was coined to describe
the frenzied fans at their con-
certs, The Beatles’ time has come
and gone. Or has it?

On Friday, May 15, John, Paul,
George and Ringo will take the
stage at Redwood City’s Fox The-
atre (2215 Broadway St.) for a night
of classic hits from “Twist and
Shout” through “Rubber Soul” and
“Revolver” all the way to “Sgt. Pep-
per’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.”
Of course, it’s not really them, but
Beatles tribute band Abbey Road

MountainViewOnline.com May 8, 2015
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has earned a reputation for their

realistic and historically accurate
concerts, down to the costumes
and instruments. And it's more
than just music; Beatles manager
Brian Epstein narrates the show,
helping audiences relive the band’s

legacy, from its breakthrough Ed
Sullivan Show performance of
1964 to its psychedelic years. Fifty

years after the Liverpool foursome
took the world by storm, it’s not
too late to catch yourself a little
Beatlemania.

MOITREYEE CHOWDHURY
AND JENNIFER GASKIN

Blink and you’ll miss it: Palo
Alto residents Moitreyee Chow-
dhury and Jennifer Gaskin will
hold a pop-up art gallery Satur-
day, May 9-Sunday, May 10, 11
a.m.-5 p.m, at 739 Layne Court,
Palo Alto, with a reception on
Friday, May 8, 7-9 p.m. Admis-
sion is free. Go to moitreyee.com
and jennifergaskin.com.

FIROOZEH DUMAS

Humorist Firoozeh Dumas,
who’s competed for literary priz-
es against Jon Stewart and Bob

Dylan, will present an evening of

PREVIEW
May 15-18

stories at Stanford’s Jordan Hall
on the Main Quad, Building 420,
Room 40 on Thursday, May 14,
at 6:30 p.m. The event is free and
open to the public. Go to tinyurl.
com/pl7ognq or call 650-724-0939.

SILICON VALLEY IRISH
FLEADH

Erin go Bragh! The City of
Mountain View welcomes back
the annual Irish festival Sat-
urday-Sunday, May 9-10 from
noon-8 p.m. The cultural cel-
ebration includes live music
and dance, arts and crafts, food,
drink and more. Admission is
free. Go to siliconvalleyirish-
fleadh.com or call 650-964-9151.

‘'ONCE UPON A MATTRESS'

The princess and that prob-
lematic pea are back in Peninsula
Youth Theatre’s performance of
the Rodgers and Hammerstein
musical, “Once Upon a Mat-
tress,” at the Mountain View
Center for the Performing Arts
(500 Castro St.) May 9-17. Tickets
are $20 for adults, $16 for seniors
and children 12 and under. Go to
pytnet.org or call 650-903-6000.

— Elizabeth Schwyzer

INQUIRIES
+1 (415) 503 3413

jeffrey.smith@bonhams.com

1 A FINE REGENCE GILT
BRONZE MOUNTED
KINGWOOD AND ROSEWOOD
PARQUETRY COMMODE

first quarter 18th century
$10,000 - 15,000

Being sold to benefit the

Fine Arts Museums of San
Francisco

2 A SUPERB LOUIS XVI
STYLE GILT BRONZE
MOUNTED PARQUETRY,
MARQUETRY, SATINWOOD
AND MAHOGANY PIANO
Gaveau & Cie

late 19th century

$90,000 - 120,000

3 A FRENCH RENAISSANCE
STYLE PORCELAIN MOUNTED
GILT BRONZE MANTEL CLOCK
Henri Picard, Paris

fourth quarter 19th century

height 29 1/2in (75cm)

$18,000 - 25,000

4 A FINE PAIR OF CHINESE
POLYCHROME PORCELAIN
JARDINIERES ON EUROPEAN
MONKEY FORM WOOD
PEDESTALS

Porcelain, 19th century

$20,000 - 30,000

Bonhams

bonhams.com/furniture
©2015 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBGL0808
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Giving thanks to teachers

By Christopher Chiang

uesday was National Teacher Day,

part of the week-long Teacher

Appreciation Week. Please join

us in reaching out to teachers past and

present and thanking them for their civic
service.

A lot of fanfare is given to the builders of

the Silicon Valley like Steve Jobs of Apple,

or more recently, Jan Koum of WhatsApp.

Guest Opinion

have praised their teachers for changing
their lives during particularly challenging
times in their childhood. For Mr. Jobs, it
was fourth grade teacher Imogene Hill of
Monta Loma Elementary School. For Mr.
Koum, it was teacher Matt Neely at Moun-
tain View High School.

A joint Harvard Columbia study by
economists calculates that a teacher cre-

ates $700,000 in added economic value
each year in the skills they develop in our
children. Teachers are the true “venture
capitalists” of the Valley, seeding and
guiding our community’s most valuable
investments, reaping in return neither
large sums of money nor fame, but driven
by faith alone in their noble calling.
Thank you, teachers!

Board President Christopher Chiang,
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Mountain View Whisman School District
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Both these accomplished individuals

HOUSING THE PROBLEM,
NOT BUS LANES

This street fight over bus lanes
on El Camino is an unneeded
distraction from our bigger issue,
a housing crisis that has reached
a level that people in the top 10
percent of U.S. incomes are being
evicted and are struggling to find
affordable places to live. Last
week, it was my friends who live
in the townhouses next to mine
on Granada Street. Today, it’s my
accountant friend and her auto
mechanic husband who rent a
small house in downtown Sunny-
vale.

I feel so fortunate that we own
our place and don’t face spiraling
rent increases. But I feel a painful
loss for the people being forced
out. The people we're losing are
more important than whether El
Camino is sprouting taller build-
ing or has fewer lanes dedicated
to cars. I voted for Showalter and
Rosenberg because I trusted in
their leadership for this crisis, and
I continue to support them today
with their vote on BRT.

Janet Lafleur
Lotus Lane

PRAGMATIC ARGUMENT
AGAINST BRT

I applaud Lenny Siegel’s logi-
cally solid guest opinion piece (in
the May 1 issue) opposing dedi-
cated bus lanes on El Camino. To
quote his refreshingly pragmatic
argument, “we should entice
people out of single-occupancy
vehicles by improving mobility,
not attempt to force people out
of their cars by restricting it. The
latter is politically unsustainable.”
Oh, so true that is, with Moun-
tain View traffic becoming more

B LETTERS
VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

immobile every year due to ever-
increasing regional overcrowding.
In light of their shocking post-
election flip-flops on the very seri-
ous issue of dedicated bus lanes,
council members Rosenberg and
Showalter need to reassess their
roles on the City Council. They
must realize that they represent
all Mountain View residents and
businesses, and also that voters
hate nasty surprises and do not
forgive or forget them easily.
William R. Hitchens
Sunnyview Lane

PICKLEBALL COMES TO
MOUNTAIN VIEW

Mountain View will be the first

city on the Peninsula to introduce
outdoor pickleball to senior citi-
zens.

My husband and I discovered
this game a year ago. One pick-
leball game in Arizona and we
were hooked, putting down our
racquets after 50 years of playing
tennis!

Pickleball is one of the fastest
growing sports in the United
States. It’s easy on the joints, low
impact, social, and lots of fun.
Even for those who have never
before played a sport. It’s played
with a paddle and a whiffle ball
on a court a fourth of the size of a
tennis court.

Mountain View Senior Center
will be offering a free introduc-
tion to this sport for ages 55-plus

on Thursday, May 28, at 10:30
am. Call (650) 903-6330 to make
a reservation.

We are proud to be residents
and senior citizens of this thriv-
ing and progressive city and are
excited that we have discovered
the joy and health benefits of
pickleball, which we want to share
with everyone we meet.

We want to commend the
Mountain View Parks and Recre-
ation Department and the Moun-
tain View Senior Center for their
support to bring pickleball to
Mountain View. This, we believe,
will be one more step on Moun-
tain View’s journey towards being
identified as a senior-friendly city.
Monica Williams
Walker Drive
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LA~ healthtalks interactive health pavilion food &fun
join us

for a free community event that
explores the latest advancements
iIn medicine and health at
Stanford Medicine 9.00 am. to 2:00 p.m
il May 16

@) StanfordImenicine  Stanford Medicine Community Day

Li Ka Shing Center for Learning and Knowledge

tips for safe workouts:

the latest

discoveries and
teen mental health treatment advances

a wide range of health and your family:

topics. Learn what’s new (8 -ta| KS ﬂ’Om

in research, prevention, . a risks and precautions
and treatment. ;

dispelling the

heart disease e

prevention:

the latest
research on aging
and longevity

meet Stanford acollection of ex

health pros fun food
liftyour options for kids
spirits and relieve
stress

interact with the
human body

?;g;?;t U 4-pack of tickets h ea | 1 h i

DAV IloR

register today at healthmatters.stanford.edu
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