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Children hold signs in support of a moratorium on rent increases at City Hall on Oct. 6.

Council eyes voluntary rules for landlords
‘NAUGHTY AND NICE" LISTS RECEIVE LANDLORDS' SUPPORT, TENANTS" SCORN

By Mark Noack

ollowing weeks of unre-
Flenting complaints that

rising rents are pric-
ing out scores of tenants, the
Mountain View City Council
finally dipped its toes into the
political tempest on Tuesday. It

was the city’s first substantive
talks on what some describe
as a regional rental crisis, but
the meeting offered little more
than a prelude to a string of
further discussions to come.
Over recent weeks, hundreds
of renters and housing advo-
cates have made a concerted

effort to pressure city leaders to
address the local affordability
problems. Numerous tenants
complained they are on the
verge of being displaced due to
repeated rent increases and the
threat of eviction.

» See LANDLORDS, page 12

Voters support parcel tax increase

POLL CHECKS ODDS OF PASSING A PARCEL TAX AS HIGH AS $382

By Kevin Forestieri

initial poll results show that
residents in the Mountain
View Whisman School District
would be willing to tax them-
selves a bit more to supportlocal
schools.
With the district likely to

It would be a close call, but

seek a parcel tax renewal next
year, just how much more
they’re willing to pay is still
up in the air and will largely
determine whether the tax
measure makes the two-thirds
vote needed to pass. The cur-
rent rate is set at $127 annually
for most properties.

Of the 401 people polled over

the phone last month, all of
them “likely voters” in a special
election next spring, 68 percent
said they would vote for a par-
cel tax renewal when no dollar
amount was mentioned, accord-
ing to Gene Bregman, a polling
consultant for the district.

» See PARCEL TAX, page 7
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Council picks Encinitas
developer for hotel

By Mark Noack

ountain View’s City
Council on Tuesday
picked a developer to

build a downtown hotel that
would replace a pair of pub-
lic parking lots. The winning
proposal came from the Robert
Green Company of Encinitas to
add a $110 million Joie de Vivre
hotel to the Castro Street com-
mercial hub.

The hotel project could have
big ramifications for a bustling
area of Mountain View. The
valuable city-owned land is con-
sidered a sure bet for a high-end
hotel, and city officials estimate
it will bring in millions of dol-
lars in future hotel
tax revenues.

ing exclusive rights for Robert
Green to develop the site. A final
contract with financial terms is
expected by the end of the year.

On Tuesday, company prin-
cipal Robert Green Jr. thanked
city leaders for their endorse-
ment.

“The thing I want to stress is
that were extremely flexible,”
Green said. “We can figure out
with staff what works best for
us.

There were plenty of signs on
Tuesday that flexibility would
be needed down the road. While
largely endorsing the overall
plans, council members did
offer plenty of critiques on the
development’s finer details.

Council-
man Lenny Siegel

The council While largely expressed  disap-
approved the proj- . pointment that, as
ect in a 6-1 vote, endorsmg part of the project,
with John Inks the Robert Green

the overall

opposed, at the
Oct. 6 meeting.

Since the project
would redevelop
two public parking
lots, city officials
insisted that devel-
opers include a
new underground
garage that would provide a
comparable number of free
parking stalls.

Robert Green and rival firm
R.D. Olson both said they could
meet the parking requirements.
But city officials faulted R.D.
Olson’s proposal for not meeting
the city’s labor provisions. City
staffers favored Robert Green,
praising it for offering better
revenues and a superior overall
design. Robert Green’s winning
proposal is for a 180-room hotel
and underground garages with
385 parking spaces, or about 230
more stalls than are currently
available.

In the coming weeks, city
officials will begin negotiat-

plans, council
members did

offer plenty of

critiques.

Company included
a 53,000-square
foot office build-
ing. Given the close
proximity to the
downtown Caltrain
station, the site for
the planned office
building would be
better suited for housing, he
said.

“Instead of addressing the
jobs-housing imbalance, we’d
be making it worse,” Siegel said.
“We can’t have a discussion
about housing one hour and
then move off and forget about
the need created by the office
development.”

Siegel’s complaint was sup-
ported by fellow council mem-
bers Pat Showalter and Ken
Rosenberg.

When they sought proposals
earlier this year, city officials did
not mention housing as a pre-
ferred use for the two parking

» See HOTEL, page 10
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TOP REAS@NS TO WORK WITH OUR TEAM

Ranked in the Top 100 Nationwide m We Provide Individual Expertise Combined in a Successful

by The Wall Street Journal for the Team Approach
7th Consecutive Year “We knew that we were in good hands, and we also knew that you were

the best in the business. What we didn’t know was that you would
exceed all our expectations and for that we thank you and your team of
outstanding professionals. We're grateful to everyone for your skills,
hard work and commitment in completing every step in this transaction
from A-Z seamlessly and without a hiccup and in an incredibly short
time frame. We couldn’t be more pleased with the outcome.”

- John & Beth Sangerloo

M We Listen Carefully & Communicate Effectively

“From the onset your team acted decisively and always maintained very
good communication. This is particularly important for a client to be
kept informed at every step in the process. This transaction was done
in record time with a clear sales strategy, no mishaps or confusion.”

- Maryse & Michael Spindler

M 91% of Our Business |s Repeat Clients or Referrals

“We have completed five very successful transactions with Judy and
her team over the last four years. You have guided us tirelessly and
brilliantly at every turn. In every deal, we knew we had the best
guidance not only on how to execute the transaction, but also on what
to buy, when to sell, which issues mattered and which did not. You are
more than an agent. You are a strategic counselor.”

- Amy Voedisch & Nader Mousavi

/] Our Clients Trust Us &
Highly Recommend Us!
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AROUND TOWN

Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Carl Sibley.

What's your favorite downtown
Mountain View destination?

“Ava’s, the market. Everyone is
so nice there, and they make
really good sandwiches. I go
there to get snacks for my office
at least once every week.”

Stephanie Wilson, San Diego

“Red Rock Cafe. Everybody’s
always working, so it’s a great
place if you want to get work
done. And they have good
coffee.”

Anuj Goyal, Mountain View

“The East West bookstore. I
just like the ambience and the
interests there.”

Kristen Alpert, Sunnyvale

“There’s a great Szechuan
restaurant here, they’ve got
the most delicious Chinese
food around.”

Stewart Alpert, Sunnyvale

“Doppio Zero. They have
awesome Italian food, and the
waiters are really charming.”
Kate Viret, Mountain View

Have a question for Voices Around Town? Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

RESTORE YOUR SMILE *
[ 'WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS;: N a

Come in and meet our amazmg
_team'ofidental professmnals

Coh/lﬂa&l%wfwg

Dental Implant Consultation!
THIS VERY SPECIAL OFFER INCLUDES:

- Comprehensive Dental Exam
- 3D Cone Beam Scan

- 3-"'

* Dental Implant Treatment Plan

A *499 VALUE!

Offer valid for new patients only. Second opinions welcome.
Call for details. Some restrictions may apply.

NO INSURANCE, NO PROBLEM!
Qn@wiutmq Smiles, Dental, Muw(rmiuf, P’wglmmh

This plan is designed to provide affordability and easy access to quality dental care.
The Smiles Dental Membership Plan is an annual membership plan that allows
individuals and families who don't have Dental Insurance to receive
quality dental care at a reduced cost. Visit SmilesDental.com For More Information!

Includes: Exam, D|g|tal
X-Rays & Cleaning

A °597 VALUE!

Offer valid for new patients without dental insurance only. Second opinions welcome. Call for details. Some restrictions may apply.

DR. WILLIAM HALL - DR. TIFFANY CHAN - DR. J. JANICE CHOU - DR. ROB VAN DEN BERG

SMILES

QUALITY - SATISFACTION - TRUST

100 W. EI Camino Real, Suite 63A
Mountain View ( Corner of EI Camino & Calderon )

WWW.SMILESDENTAL.COM | 650.231.4010
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| LOS ALTOS COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT
CARES v SHARES

AWARD

The Los Altos Courtyard by Marriott and the Los Altos Community Foundation invite the
community to attend our second annual Cares and Shares Award celebration.

The event will honor | | local educators who were selected for their
efforts, creativity and ability to demonstrate innovation in curriculum creation.
Educators will be awarded $1,000 to be used in the classroom.

A mixer will precede the award ceremony.All of the proceeds from the food and beverages
will be donated to local schools administered by the Los Altos Community Foundation.

PLEASE JOIN USTO CELEBRATE LOCAL TEACHERS THAT ARE
MAKING A MEANINGFUL IMPACT INTHE COMMUNITY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2015 4:30-6:30PM

EDUCATORS TO BE HONORED

CHRISTINE BOYLES NIKI MITCHELL VALERIE HU DAVID BELLES
Almond Elementary Egan Junior High Oak Avenue Elementary Bullis Charter School
DANIELLE SATTLER LAURAWILEY ELISE KUYPERS DONNA OWENS

Blach Junior High

SARAH NeSMITH
Covington Elementary

Gardner Bullis Elementary Pinewood School

DAVID CERCEDES
Loyola Elementary

Springer Elementary

LALEH ROWHANI
Santa Rita Elementary

For more information please visit caresshares.com
Los Altos Courtyard by Marriott

4320 El Camino Real, Los Altos, CA 94022 L pec C,N{IS (‘z‘/lr‘[“BH?RKS .
(650) 941-9900 P mmunity Support Progr Narroft
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Healthy Teeth

and Gums
That Last a Lifetime!

e \oted Best Dentist 2014 and 2015

e Experienced and Gentle Dentist, and
Friendly Staff

e Caring Treatment that Focuses on
Your Comfort

e New Patients Welcome!

e Free Consultations and Second
Opinions

e Saturday Appointments Available

)‘ DENTAL FABULOUS

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

Don’t Wait! Call 650.969.6077
for your appointment today!

Conveniently located in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B Mountain View 94041

LocalNews

B CRIMEBRIEFS
ASSAULT ON OFFICER

A San Francisco police officer is recovering at home after a
25-year-old Mountain View man allegedly struck him with a
vehicle and attempted to flee from the officer early Monday
morning in San Francisco’s Bernal Heights neighborhood, a
police spokeswoman said.

The officer’s injuries are not life-threatening and he suffered no
broken bones, San Francisco police spokeswoman Officer Grace
Gatpandan said on Oct. 5.

The man suspected of striking the police officer with the vehicle
and pinning him up against another vehicle has been arrested. He
has been identified as Jaimes Ulises, according to Gatpandan.

Five other suspects were initially detained, but have since been
released, Gatpandan said.

At approximately midnight, the officer arrived in the unit block
of Mirabel Avenue, near Shotwell Street, to respond to a possible
auto burglary, police said.

As the officer stepped out of his patrol vehicle, the suspect, who
was sitting inside a white BMW 750i, attempted to run over the
officer, according to police.

The suspect struck the officer, pinning him up against the
patrol vehicle, according to police.

As the suspect attempted to flee in the vehicle, another officer in

» See CRIME BRIEFS, page 24
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H CORRECTIONS

In the Sept. 2 story “Hospital board torn on community ben-
efit spending,” it incorrectly states that Medicare is included in
Medi-Cal, which is California’s Medicaid program. It is not. The
story also omits board member John Zoglin’s name from the list
of members who voted against turning the Community Benefit
Advisory Council into a board committee that would hold meet-
ings open to the public.

In an Oct. 2 story, “Housing issues top city’s October agenda,”
an event scheduled for Oct. 14 was listed as a mediation session.
In fact, the event is a 40th anniversary celebration of the city’s
mediation program. No mediation services will be offered at the
event.

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

4 m Mountain View Voice M MountainViewOnline.com M October 9, 2015




MOUNTAINVIEW VOICE

LLocalNews

W CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

B COMMUNITY

M FEATURES

Khan Academy's school
goes back to the future

EXPERIMENTAL PRIVATE SCHOOL BRINGS BACK

THE ONE-ROOM SCHOOL HOUSE — WITH A TWIST

By Kevin Forestieri

or years, Khan Academy
has challenged the status
quo in education, vowing

to create a world-class education
available to anyone through its

free online lessons.

Now the nonprofit is going
one step further to see just how
well the philosophy espoused
by Khan Academy’s founder, Sal
Khan, can work in a real class-

room setting.

Next door to Khan Acad-

emy in Mountain View is the
highly experimental Khan Lab
School, where dozens of students
between ages 5 and 13 have been
trying out a new classroom
model. Individualized learn-
ing and mastery of subjects are
paramount, and students spend
as much as half their day work-
ing on “passion” projects of their

own making.

It’s also a school where let-
ter grades on assignments and

» See KHAN ACADEMY, page 13
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Students at Khan Lab School, an experimental private school founded by Sal Khan in Mountain View,

work on building a hologram.

School board looks back on a tumultuous year

MOUNTAIN VIEW WHISMAN RETREAT REVEALS DIFFICULT STAFF RELATIONS, THREATS OF LAWSUITS

By Kevin Forestieri

ostility, divisiveness
and a tense relation-
ship with district staff

were all serious problems facing
the Mountain View Whisman
School District’s school board
this year, and now the trustees
are looking to turn a new leaf.
On Sept. 25 and 26, the board
spent two days at a board retreat
going over case studies of where
things broke down over the last
10 months, including problem-

atic decisions made by both the
board and district staff.

Led by a facilitator, board
members generally agreed that
the process for deciding whether

High-rise apartments
win council’s praise

SAN ANTONIO ROAD PROJECT WOULD BRING 605
UNITS, INCLUDING 44 AFFORDABLE HOMES

By Mark Noack

espite some grumblings
Dabout being “hosed” on

affordable housing rules,
the Mountain View City Coun-
cil gave an otherwise enthusi-
astic thumbs-up Tuesday to a
proposed 605-unit apartment
complex at 400 San Antonio
Road. The project, among the

largest housing developments in
the city’s pipeline, was praised
as a forward-thinking plan for
creating denser residences in
one of the fastest changing areas
of the city.

The developer, Prometheus
Real Estate Group, submitted
tentative plans to build a trio

» See APARTMENTS, page 10

to open or close a school in
the district was fundamentally
flawed, and cited miscommuni-
cation with the superintendent
as a big issue that, on occasion,
puts district staff and the board
at odds with each other.

Closing schools

During the first six months of
the year, then-Interim Superin-
tendent Kevin Skelly formed a
committee of community mem-
bers to decide whether it is
feasible to open a new school in
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the Whisman and Slater neigh-
borhood area. When district
staff came to the committee
with its first batch of options,
almost all of them proposed
closing existing schools, includ-
ing Theuerkauf and Stevenson
Elementary.

Board member Bill Lambert
argued at the retreat that they
essentially designed a commit-
tee that was given an impossible
situation. The district provid-
ed members with parameters
showing there weren’t enough

students in the district, nor was
there enough enrollment growth,
to support a ninth school. Asking
them to draw up boundaries for
a new campus, he said, created
a situation where the public was
“traumatized by virtually every
school closing in north Moun-
tain View.”

While the committee’s work
prompted one uproar after
another from parents in the dis-
trict, board member Greg Cola-
donato asserted that it wasn’t
really the board’s fault — it didn’t
decide to make the task force or
box the group into an impossible
situation. Lambert disagreed,
and said the board should have
known how residents in Moun-

» See SCHOOL BOARD, page 8
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CSA gets a boost from local grants
NEW OUTDOOR REFRIGERATOR AND FREEZER TO HELP FEED THE HUNGRY

By Kevin Forestieri

he number of people in

need of free food remains

stubbornly high in the
Bay Area, despite the booming
economy.

In an effort to keep up with the
demand and bolster its storage
capacity, the Community Ser-
vices Agency of Mountain View
and Los Altos scored grants from
both Second Harvest Food Bank
and Google, making it possible
to buy a new outdoor refrigerator
and freezer.

CSA, which provides food to
local people who struggle with
the cost of groceries, received a
$40,000 grant from Google to
purchase the larger refrigerator
and freezer in in order to store
more food for a longer time,
according to CSA Associate
Director Maureen Wadiak.

Currently, the nonprofit has a
commercial-grade refrigerator
inside the facility, but it’s just not
big enough, Wadiak said. The
new refrigerator should not only
be able to meet the demand for
fresh food, but also keep up with

whatever level of food donations
are coming in.

“It allows us to accept more
food and keep food fresh for
longer if we get donations and
we run out of refrigerator space,
which happens particularly after
the farmers market,” Wadiak
said.

CSA received the grant a year
ago, but only recently installed
the new equipment. Second Har-
vest Food Bank recently pitched
in with a grant that installed the
concrete pads and electrical work
needed for the upgrades. CSA is
just weeks away from putting the
new refrigerator and freezer to
use.

CSA isn’t the only agency to
receive a helping hand from Sec-
ond Harvest, which has provided
$1.1 million in grants over the
last two years helping the non-
profit agencies that receive free
food from the food bank. The
investment into infrastructure
is a divergence from providing
food, but Second Harvest Food
Bank CEO Kathy Jackson said it
is what their partners needed.

“In a lot of cases, the agencies

were saying, ‘We’d love to do
more, we certainly see the need
in our community. But we liter-
ally don’t have the space, or we
don’t have a truck, or a pallet
jack, or our refrigerator broke,”
Jackson said.

After hearing it enough times,
Jackson said the food bank
agreed to set aside funds —
$300,000 last year and $800,000
this year — to try to fix the prob-
lems.

The investment also comes at a
time when Second Harvest Food
Bank and its nonprofit distribu-
tors have seen a continued high
need for food. Even though the
local economy has improved
drastically in recent years, Sec-
ond Harvest continues to serve
250,000 people every month —
nearly 1 in 10 people across Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties,
Jackson said.

The reason? Jackson did not
mince her words, and said the
high cost of living — particularly
the high cost of rent — hasbeena
big factor. She said many people
who are not tech workers are not
making enough to pay for rent

Star One Visa® Signature Rewards Card

Packed with Perks for Travel .overs.

San Jose

1090 Blossom Hill Rd.

San Jose
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Cupertino
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Maureen Wadiak, left, and LaDrea Clark of Community Services
Agency check out the new walk-in refrigerator on Oct. 6.

and still have enough left to buy
groceries.

“Outside of the tech sector,
wages have been pretty stag-
nant,” she said.

The problem is also two-
fold now that the economy has
rebounded. When the economy
is doing poorly, like in 2008 and
2009, Jackson said fundraising
wasn’t hard because everyone
knew they were in the midst of
the Great Recession. But now, she
said, people have trouble putting
a face to local hunger and are less
likely to donate.

“For us the worry is at a time

like now, when hunger isn’t very
visible here,” she said.

In addition to the recent grants,
Second Harvest Food Bank also
provides food to nonprofits like
CSA free of charge, making it
the only food bank in the state
to do so, Jackson said. Much like
the infrastructure upgrades, she
said the food bank needs to tear
down any barriers it can to make
sure the food reaches the people
in need.

“Without the nonprofits, we
are nothing but a warehouse full
of food not doing anybody any
good,” Jackson said. @
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PARCEL TAX

» Continued from page 1

“The general tenor of the
district is, ‘I would like to
support something, even if it
means a tax,” Bregman said.

Measure C, which autho-
rized the district’s current
parcel tax, passed in 2008 by
a comfortable margin. The
tax, set to expire in June 2017,
brings in nearly $2.9 mil-
lion annually, which pays for
smaller class sizes, music and
arts programs, and support for
English-language learners.

To avoid legal challenges,
the district will likely have
to adopt a flat parcel tax rate
for the renewal, rather than
stick with the existing tiered
tax system based on the size
of properties, meaning many
property owners will be pay-
ing extra just to keep the status
quo of $2.9 million in revenue
per year. The average home-
owner will see a tax increase of
$64 to maintain the funding,
which will bring the rate up to
$191, according to the district’s
consulting firm.

A parcel tax of $191 would
easily pass the needed two-
thirds majority, according to
the poll. Seventy-nine percent
of those polled said they would
be willing to pay $64 more
than they already do to fund
school programs.

As the dollar amount climbs,
however, the parcel tax starts
to lose favor. Only 62 percent
said they would favor a parcel
tax of $280; 57 percent favored
a $382 tax.

Charles Heath, the district’s
parcel tax consultant, said the
$280 dollar tax could probably
win the votes needed to pass if
the district runs an effective
campaign to rally support. But
$382 would probably not suc-
ceed.

“I question, even with a great
campaign, even with a strong
message and great outreach,
whether or not we can make up
that much ground,” he said.

Board President Ellen
Wheeler said she went into
the meeting wanting to ask
for a lot, but was “steadied” by
the poll results showing how
much people are willing to tax
themselves. She called it disap-
pointing to see only 62 percent
of voters find a $280 tax palat-
able.

“It’s just a killer in this state
that we need two-thirds (of)
voters to approve a parcel tax,”
Wheeler said.

Heath said that on top of
ditching the current tiered
property tax structure, district
officials also want to increase
annual tax revenue. One strat-
egy, he said, is to ask for close

to $191, and then put forward
a supplemental measure in a
separate parcel tax vote.

“We’re trying to accomplish
a lot with this one measure,”
Heath said.

Despite the close margin
projected for a tax hike to $280,
board member José Gutiérrez
said he was optimistic. He
said there’s a range between
$220 and $240 that voters
would be willing to support if
the benefits of the tax revenue
are focused and clearly stated.
The parcel tax could also win
support, he predicted, if the
district shows the money will
help lower-achieving students,
many of whom failed to pass
recent state standardized tests.

“We should take advantage
of the sentiment that we have
now in the community, which
is, ‘We’re not happy with the
current test results (and) we
need to improve,” Gutiérrez
said.

Academic support and
teacher pay are top
issues

Among the 401 people
polled, 79 percent called aca-
demic support for the district’s
lowest and highest achieving
students “extremely” or “very”
important, making it the most
popular item to support with
parcel tax funds. The second
highest priority, at 75 per-
cent, was support for teacher
compensation “so the best
teachers can continue to live
and work in this high-cost-of-
living area.”

Board members Steve Nelson
and Wheeler both voiced sup-
port for teacher compensation
as a component of the renewed
parcel tax at the Sept. 3 board
meeting, going beyond the
vague clause in the Measure C
parcel tax that vows to “attract
and retain highly qualified
teachers” with the tax revenue.

The poll respondents who
identified as Republicans,
whom Bregman called the
“toughest nut to crack” in
passing parcel taxes, also
called academic support for
low- and high-achieving stu-
dents the most important big-
ticket item.

On the lower end of the pri-
orities, only 62 percent called
preschool expansion extremely
or very important, followed
by 59 percent for maintaining
small neighborhood schools
and 50 percent for expanding
enrichment programs before
and after school. Bregman told
the board that none of these
items garnered support so low
that it would sink the parcel
tax.

The poll also suggests that
people would be most likely to

Only 33 percent
said the school
board is doing an
excellent or good
job, compared
with 53 percent
for the district
overall.

oppose the measure because
large commercial property
owners would pay significantly
less than they currently pay
under the new flat tax rate,
and that property owners are
hesitant to double or even

triple what they are now pay-
ing to increase the district’s
revenue. Residents polled also
cited trouble on the school
board as an issue, saying that
board members do a bad job
managing bond money and are
not effectively managing the
school district.

That same sentiment was
reflected in the poll’s “job
ratings,” which show how
residents feel about the job
the district is doing. Only 33
percent said the school board
is doing an excellent or good
job, compared with 53 percent
for the district overall.

Despite dissatisfaction with
the school board’s perfor-
mance, Bregman said, district
voters feel good overall about
the school district, and rate it
more highly than some of the
other districts in the county.
More importantly, he said,

only 4 percent of those polled
felt the district’s performance
was poor, which increases the
odds of passing a parcel tax.

“The bulk of the people who
don’t say ‘excellent’ or ‘good’
don’t have an opinion. And a
lot of them ... don’t have kids in
the schools. Or they’re oblivi-
ous — one or the other, gener-
ally,” Bregman said.

The board in January is
likely to approve putting an
eight-year parcel tax measure
on the ballot for next May’s
special election. Heath said
that the school board has the
option of asking voters for a
higher tax in the May elec-
tion, and if the measure fails,
still have enough time before
Measure C funding ends to
put another measure on the
ballot. @

Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

A change
for the

Dentistry is changing, and Dr. McEvoy is leading the way.

You are now able to receive the care you need in a

fraction of the time, with no pain, no needles and no drill!

... And when youre happy, we're happy!

SOLEA

NO MORE NEEDLES,
NO MORE DRILLS

CHECK OUT
OUR WEBSITE
TO SEE THIS

NEW LASER

Call us for new patient specials. New patients are always

welcome for free consultations or second opinions.

n Like us on Facebook

Patrick F. _

o
O,
DDS

FAGD
2ol Ay & Science of Dentistry

Schedule your appointment today!
105 South Drive, Suite 200 * Mountain View
(650) 969-2600 * drmcevoy.com

Dr. McEwvoy is dedicated to making his patient’s experience calm and comfortable using
the latest dental technology. He is one of the few dentists in the Bay Area fo use the new Solea Laser,
which means NO MORE NEEDLES, NO MORE DRILLS.
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William R. Morrill
1938 - 2015

Bill Morrill (77) passed away on
September 26, 2015. He is survived by
his daughter Christina (“Tina”) Morrill,
son Michael (“Mike”) Morrill and his
wife Kim, granddaughter Sophie, sisters
Lynette Berri, Teresa Chavez, Marcella
Morrill, Mary Alves and his companion,
Theda Ann Harbour of Oklahoma. Bill
was preceded in death by his mother Viva
Lucille Snow Wood, father Louis Rudolf
Morrill, brother Raymond Morrill, his aunt Mary Edith Snow, and
cousin Jack Milton Snow. Bill proudly served his community with
over thirty years in the Palo Alto Fire Department and retired as
Battalion Chief.

He raised his family in the communities of Palo Alto and Los
Altos. He returned to Oklahoma after retirement. He was loved
and respected by those that knew him. He was an avid fisherman
who loved the Sierras and getting away to spend time in what he
called “PQT” (peace, quiet, and tranquility). Welike to think he has
now gone to that great fishing hole in the sky; catching the big ones.

A memorial service is planned for October 17, 2015; 10AM at
Alta Mesa Memorial Park, 695 Arastradero Rd, Palo Alto. (650)
493-1041. Those wishing to share their memories at the service are
invited to do so. In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the
GBS/CIDP Foundation. http://www.gbs-cidp.org/

PAID OBITUARY

LocalNews
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Mountain View Mediation Program

Please join us in gathering with city officials, residents, and
distinguished guests at an evening reception to celebrate Mountain
View Mediation Program's 40 years of service to the community.
This event is being held during National Mediation Week.

Wednesday, October 14, 2015
6:00 to 8:00 PM
Mountain View City Hall Rotunda
500 Castro Street
Mountain View, CA 94041

Light refreshments will be served.

Call (650) 960-0495 or email: mediate4mv@housing.org
Administered by Project Sentinel (www.housing.org)

e Maintain your
independence
at home

Learn more at an informal
“COFFEE CHAT” on 10/8
at 2pm, 10/15 at 2pm, and
10/29 at 10am. Space is
limited so RSVP today!

=Avenidas.
Village

e Simplify your life

e Enjoy concierge
service 24/7

e Stay active, safe,
and connected
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Stay in the home you love

SCHOOL BOARD

» Continued from page 5

tain View would react.

“We enabled it to happen, we
allowed it to happen and we
watched it happen,” Lambert
said. “Superintendent Skelly just
did not understand the political
situation and created something
that, if we had really thought
further about it, was an inappro-
priate thing to do.”

Last March, Skelly told the
Voice that it was easy to be criti-
cal of the task force members, but
that they did as well as they could
have. He said people were upset
about the task force even con-
sidering closing or combining
schools, but that it was important
to look at all the options and
alternatives to get the best results.

Spending bond money

How to spend the remain-
ing Measure G bond money on
school facilities is also a serious
board-related issue, according to
Superintendent Ayindé Rudolph.
At their June 24 meeting, board
members were put into a position
where they had to decide, item
by item, what should be cut from
construction plans at Castro and
Mistral Elementary. Rudolph
said that level of micromanage-
ment should never have reached
the board.

“The decision fell on you to
start striking things out. That
changed the public’s perception
of the board,” Rudolph said. “Tt
put the public against the board
when what you were doing was
the right thing.”

A tense relationship

The deep-seated tension
between district staff and trust-
ees still appears to be a problem.
Rudolph explained that staff
continues to see the board’s com-
ments and actions as combative.

A recent example was at the
Sept. 17 meeting, where the
board reviewed the results of
the newest state standardized
tests. Coladonato asked Rudolph

for more information on how
the state’s “targeted” funding
for low-income and minority
students was allocated in the
district prior to the meeting.
But it wasn’t clear, Rudolph said,
that he wanted to have a larger
discussion on how that funding
was being spent, making it seem
as if staff was unprepared when it
came up at the meeting.

“What it looks like is the board
is going after the district office
(for) not having that informa-
tion,” Rudolph said.

While it wasn’t a big issue for
Rudolph, who said he didn’t take
it personally, it was a problem for
other district office staff.

“I can tell you the next day
when we had our district office
meeting, what it reinforced is ‘the
board is still against the district
office and the schools, and that’s
reflected in the way that the com-
munity thinks about us,” he said.

Rudolph said that part of his
job is repairing the relationship
so staff members don't feel like
they’re “constantly being accost-
ed” by the board, which he said
has been an issue since former
Superintendent Craig Goldman
stepped down in December.
When there’s an altercation at a
school board meeting, Rudolph
said he can walk away without
feeling as if he is personally
attacked — but he’s an exception.

“My perspective is different
because I wasn’t here. With the
staff, they have what happened
with Craig (Goldman), what’s
happened with Kevin (Skelly).
All of that historical stuff, those
feelings come back up,” he said.

Miscommunication via email
seems to be a recurring problem
for the district. In one instance,
Rudolph mentioned that board
member Steve Nelson had made
a Public Records Act request that
led to Nelson threatening legal
action.

Nelson had requested a copy of
the Uniform Complaint Proce-
dure, which is a statement fami-
lies can fill out if they feel the
district has violated a federal or
state law or regulation. Rudolph
misinterpreted the request to
mean Nelson felt the form ought
to be more publicly available on
the website. That’s when Nelson
said he wanted to pick up the
document later that day, Rudolph
said, and that he would challenge
the superintendent if he didn’t
follow through with the request.

“His response was ... ‘If you
don’t want to do that, then I'll
get my own lawyers and I'll start
a lawsuit,” Rudolph said.

A loyalty pledge?

In an effort to mend these
problems and get along better at
future board meetings, Bill Attea,
the retreat facilitator, encouraged
board members to have mutual

respect for one another and find
ways to overcome their divisive-
ness in the future.

“When you proceed to be divi-
sive, you are working against the
role you were elected (to fill),”
Attea told the trustees.

Board president Ellen Wheeler
agreed, and said board members
need to start supporting board
decisions once they have been
voted on and approved, whether
they agree with the decision
or not. That way, individual
members aren’t railing against
decisions that were made and
creating a schism on the board.

“I 100 percent think it’s criti-
cal to the success of our board
and to the schoolchildren of this
district,” Wheeler said.

The board could not take
action at the meeting, but mem-
bers were informally polled to
see who would agree to Wheeler’s
proposal. Lambert said it is
important to support decisions,
at least publicly, whether they
agree with the decision or not —
particularly in light of having a
new superintendent, a new chief
business officer and a new board
member to start the year.

“The school district is tired of
all the antics on this board and
we have an opportunity to start
fresh and stop all the divisive-
ness, and this is a step in the
right direction,” Lambert said. “I
think all of us have to accept that
during the past three years this
board has had a culture of under-
mining each other’s actions.”

Board member Jose Gutiérrez
said he did not want trustees
to agree to any kind of loyalty
pledge, but that he agreed mem-
bers ought to start looking at
their actions as a board, rather
than as individual viewpoints.

Nelson took a decisively con-
trary view to Wheeler, saying it
is important for him to take a
strong stand on political issues,
including teacher salaries and
adding a new school. He com-
pared himself to the Americans
who fought against apartheid in
South Africa in the 1980s, rather
than going with the status quo.

“Ellen (Wheeler) and Bill
(Lambert) have a different idea
of how legislative a school board
is,” Nelson said.

After the meeting, Rudolph
told the Voice that the meeting
went well and everyone who
participated appeared to get
something out of it. Coladonato
called the meeting “productive”
and said members were cordial
in going through the difficult
issues facing the board.

“I feel like the board worked
together reasonably well. We left
the meeting with some strong
directions to go in,” Coladonato
said. |

Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com



PARTNERING WITH STANFORD HEALTH CARE
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¥ F F &) Stanford|mepicine
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“By collaborating with
other Stanford Medicine
doctors, we’re giving
our patients world-class
personalized care.”

-Dr. Mariam Manoukian
Internal Medicine, Mountain View

Many local physicians across the Bay Area have partnered with Stanford Health Care. It’s a collaborative % St
daNnior

relationship that lets your personal physician remain your personal physician while offering you and your family
leading-edge personalized care. You'll have direct access to Stanford Medicine specialists, treatments and

technology, as well as to resources like online health management. Welcome to the benefits of shared expertise right in your community.
There are now more than 250 local Stanford Medicine-affiliated physicians throughout the Bay Area. Find one near you at

stanfordhealthcare.org or call 844-394-6907.

HEALTH CARE

PRACTICES IN MENLO PARK AND MOUNTAIN VIEW

3 Menlo Medical Clinic Manoukian Medical Group
NN 1300 Crane St., Menlo Park, CA 94025 2500 Hospital Dr., STE 4A, Mountain View, CA 94040
321 Middlefield Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025
Midpeninsula Surgical Associates
Stephen Ling, Internal Medicine Geeta Krishnapriyan, Internal Medicine
2500 Hospital Dr., STE 4B, Mountain View, CA 94040 Munir Javed, Internal Medicine
2204 Grant Rd., STE 203, Mountain View, CA 94040

Practices operated by University HealthCare Alliance.
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APARTMENTS

» Continued from page 5

of five-story buildings and
one seven-story building. In
applying for the project, Pro-
metheus representatives said
they would seek to maximize
use of a density bonus for
development beyond the limits
established by the city’s pre-
cise plan for the San Antonio
neighborhood. The proposed
seven-story building would
also surpass the city’s height
limits.

“The city’s goal is to improve
the quantity, diversity and
affordability of housing,” said
Nathan Tuttle, senior develop-
ment manager for Prometheus.
“We feel this development
responds directly to those
goals.”

The new apartment complex
is meant to work in tandem

with the ongoing development
across the street at the San
Antonio Shopping Center that
aims to turn the area into a
commercial hot-spot.

To get clearance to pack
in so many units, Mountain
View planning staff said that
Prometheus would need to
meet certain qualifications —
namely, including dozens of
affordable homes or an equiva-
lent lump sum in cash to the
city. Planning staff reported
that Prometheus’ plans would
require at least 44 units set
aside as affordable homes, but
they noted that this number
was still prone to change.

Some council members made
clear they thought the afford-
able-housing component of the
project should be much larger.
The Prometheus proposal was
premised on using a variety
of density bonuses, including

incentives in the city’s pre-
cise plan for the San Antonio
neighborhood as well as a 1979
state law meant to encourage
affordable-housing.

T'm worried that
we're giving up a
whole lot of units for
very little additional
affordable housing’

COUNCILMAN LENNY SIEGEL

City Council members point-
ed out that Prometheus would
be maximizing its affordable
housing to get the largest
density bonus under the state
rules. But they questioned why

Prometheus didn’t also have
to provide additional afford-
able housing to meet the city’s
rental-housing impact fees.

“I'm worried that we're giv-
ing up a whole lot of units for
very little additional affordable
housing,” said Councilman
Lenny Siegel. “To me, they’re
double-dipping.”

City planning staff informed
council members that the
developer had no obligations to
build more affordable homes.
State law effectively trumps
the city’s rules in this mat-
ter, and its affordable-housing
requirement exceeds what the
city would have required,
explained Community Devel-
opment Director Randy Tsuda.

Boiling this down, Mayor
John McAlister said he thought
the city was getting a raw deal.

“They’re getting 200 extra
units, and we’re only getting 44

Wireless Technology and Public Health:

Health and Environmental Hazards in A Wireless World

Keynote Joel Moskowitz, PhD, Director,
Center for Family and Community Health,
U.C. Berkeley School of Public Health,
associate producer of the movie “Mobilize”,
will discuss new research related to wireless
technology, public health and policy.

Suruchi Chandra, MD, Harvard trained
Integrative Psychiatrist who will discuss stressors
on the developing nervous system, childhood
developmental delays, research related to
microwave EMF and other foxic exposures
and how this knowledge has changed her

approach to clinical care.

SPEAKERS

Victoria Dunckley, MD, award-winning child
psychiatrist and author of “*Reset Your Child’s
Brain,” will discuss the identification and
management of screen-time’s physiological
effects on mood regulation, cognition, sleep,
and behavior in children.

Toril Jelter, MD, Pediatrician and General
Practitioner who treats children and adults with
electrohypersensitivity will discuss her clinical ex-
perience with autissn and behavioral changes
related to electromagnetic radiation.

Loretta Lynch, One of California’s most in-
fluential lawyers and former President of the
Cadlifornia Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).
She served the CPUC through California’s
energy crisis fighting manipulation of energy
sellers. She will discuss corporate influence

in government, profiteering and the smart

Safurdayfecioberi10, 2015 I 9AM - 1PM

meter issue at the CPUC.

Martin Pall, PhD, Professor Emeritus School

of Molecular Biosciences, Washington State
University, author of numerous scientific
papers on oxidation and inflammation, will
discuss the cellular mechanisms of action
that explain the adverse biological effects of
wireless devices on the human body.

Katie Singer, Author of An Electronic Silent
Spring, will report on the impact of EMRex-
posure on wildlife.

Peter Sullivan, founder of Clear Light Ven-
tures, Silicon Valley computer scientist who
will discuss his personal family experience
with autism spectrum disorder and how he
improved the health of his family through
EMF reduction.

Are wireless devices making us ill?

: Join Dr. Joel Moskowitz, Director of the Center for Family
I and Community Health, U.C. Berkeley School of Public Health,
along with other experts to learn about the current scientific
1' research regarding electromagnetic frequencies and their

impact on biological systems. We will hear why 200 international
scientists recently called for safer wireless radiation standards.
Panelists will discuss links to autism, cancer, infertility, effects on
wildlife, as well as best practices with cell phone safety and wi-fi
precautions. Refreshments served.

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts 500 Castro Sireet, Mountain View, CA 94041
Sponsor: Santa Clara County Medical Alliance Foundation

Tickets: $12 each (incl: $2 Facility Use Fee) | www.mvcpa.com | 650-903-6000
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(affordable) homes.” he said.
“We’re getting hosed, but that’s
the law.”

Prometheus also must pro-
vide some type of public
benefit, which could be a new
public park, trails or other
community space. City staff
calculated this project would
require about $2.5 million in
community benefits.

A round of public speakers
were mostly supportive of the
project as a way to increase
housing stock in the city. One
exception was Suzanne Ah-
Tye, who identified herself as
the owner of a 14-unit apart-
ment next to the Prometheus
site. Her property consists of
two-story buildings, and she
worried that the proposed
five- and seven-story buildings
would block out sunlight to her
property.

“It’s right next door to me,
and I find myself getting upset
by the project’s enormity,”
she said. “This would liter-
ally loom over our complex,
blocking out the sunlight and
creating more traffic and pol-
lution.”

City officials said those con-
cerns could be taken up as the
project moves forward for fur-
ther review. The council’s dis-
cussion at Tuesday night’s
study session did not allow for
a formal vote to be taken.
Council members voiced criti-
cism of small details, such as
architecture design and the
layout of the buildings, but
overall signaled support for
the plans. @

Email Mark Noack
at mnoack@mv-voice.com

HOTEL

» Continued from page 1

lot sites. Another public park-
ing lot located downtown, along
Bryant Street, is expected to be
considered for housing projects
in the future.

Councilman Inks withdrew
his support for the project over
its projected costs. The full proj-
ect is expected to cost more than
$110 million dollars, and Inks
reminded his colleagues that
the city would be asked to cover
some of that price.

“I'm not comfortable with the
numbers at this time,” Inks said.

The Robert Green Company
had indicated the city’s stipula-
tions for free parking and labor
concessions added as much as $25
million to the total cost of the
project. For that reason, company
representatives said last month
that the city would need to help
finance some of the project. m

Email Mark Noack
at mnoack@mv-voice.com



See if your favorite auto shop is a 2015

CLEANBAY BUSINESS

More than 90 percent of vehicle service facilities in our communities

are making special efforts to protect local creeks and San Francisco Bay.

Their routine shop practices keep pollutants away from both storm
drains and the sewer system.

EAST PALO ALTO

A-1 Auto Service

Cavallino Collision Repair

CSI Chevron

East Palo Alto Shell

Infinity Auto Salvage

Parking Company of
America(PCA)

Touchatt Trucking

LOS ALTOS

Allied Auto Works (Grant Rd)
Allied Auto Works (Miramonte)
Chevron Automotive Center
El Camino Unocal

Los Altos Arco AM/PM

Los Altos City Yard

Los Altos Union 76
Reitmeir's Werkstatt, Inc.
Skip’s Tire & Auto Centers
USA Gasoline/Shell

Village Chevron

MOUNTAIN VIEW

A-1 Auto Tech

A-1 Foreign Auto

AA Motorworks

All-Automotive

All VW Shop & Japanese Auto Service
Americana Shell #142 (EI Camino)
Auto Headquarter

Autobahn Body & Paint

Autobahn Motorsport Haus

Avis Rent A Car System, Inc.

B & L Auto Repair

Bay Area Performance Cycles, Inc.
Bay Muffler

Bill Bailey Chevron #9-6377

Bill's Towing Service

BMW of Mountain View

BMW of Mountain View-CPO
Bosco Oil/Valley Oil Company
BTN Automotive

Budget Car & Truck Rental
Burnett British Automotive

BW’s German Car

Caliber Collision Centers — Palo Alto
Caliber Collision Centers — MV
California BMW

Chevron USA #9-0699

Clearwater Carwash

CMV - Fire Station #1

CMV - Fire Station #2

CMV - Fire Station #3

CMV - Fire Station #4

CMV - Fire Station #5

CMV - Fleet Services Division
CMV - Shoreline Golf Links

CMV - Shoreline Maintenance
CMV - Utilities Division

Corporate Auto Works

Custom Alignment

D & A Garage

D.P. Precision

Dave’s Body Shop Auto Detailing
Dean’s Automotive, Inc.

Depot Garage

Dinan Corp

Discount Tire Co./America’s Tire Co.
Downtown Smog Center

The Regional Water Quality Control Plant is operated by the City of Palo Alto for the East Palo Alto Sanitary District, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View, Palo Alto, and Stanford

Reglonnl Wangr Oaenlinvy

e

Clean Bay
Business

Look for the green emblem in East Palo Alto, Los Altos,
Mountain View, Palo Alto, and Stanford

Driven Auto Care, Inc.

Edge Motorworks, Inc.

El Monte 76 Service #253686
Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Euro Auto Center

Euro Quattro

Expert Auto Care

Family Thrifty Car Wash (Bay Street)
Family Thrifty Car Wash (EI Camino)
Felix's Auto Service, Inc.

Fortes Bros. Tow Yard

Garage One Subaru Workshop
Grant Road Gas & Auto Care, LLC
Griffin’s Auto Repair

GTS Auto Center, Inc.
Helming’s Auto Repair

Herlinger Corvette Repair

Hertz Rent-A-Car Local Edition
Heyer Performance

Ignightus Enterprises, Inc.
Independence Auto Body
Independence Car Service
Israel’s Tire & Alignment

J & M Motorsports

Jiffy Lube #2342

Joe’s Foreign Car

King’s Body Shop

KML Machining

Larry’s AutoWorks, Inc.

Lou’s Automotive

Lozano Car Wash, Inc.
Magnussen Toyota of Mountain View
Mark Merrill

Mercedes Doctor

Mercedes Service of Mountain View
Mercedes Werkstatt
Metropolitan Van & Storage, Inc.
Midas

Miramonte Shell #141
Modderman Service, Inc.
Moffett Valero

Mountain View Alliance
Mountain View Arco #07020
Mountain View Auto Repair, Inc.
Mountain View Collision Center
Mountain View Flyers

Mountain View Radiator
Mountain View Shell #143
Mountain View Smog Check
Mountain View Valero #7542
MPG Auto Service

MV/Whisman School District
O’Grady Paving, Inc.

Pacific Smog Tech

Pan American Collision Center
Parker Automotive

Pedro’s Auto Clinic
Peninsula Auto Repair
Perfection Auto Detail
Performance European
Recology Mountain View
Rengstorff Shell #144
Rotten Robbie-4

San Antonio Valero #7230
Savings Auto Care

SCC Transportation Agency
Service King Paint & Body, LLC
Shoreline Auto Care
Shoreline Shell #59

Smog It Test Center

Steve Weiss Enterprises
Stuttgart Werkstatt

Sunnyvale Foreign Car Service, Inc.

Takahashi Automotive, Inc.
The Car Clinic

The Dent Doctor

Tire & Wheel Mart
Trackstar Racing

United Collision Center, Inc.
Wheel Works #8218
Yardbird Equipment Sales
Yarnell's Service Center, Inc.
Young’s Automotive Service
Zinola’s Machine Shop

PALO ALTO

Advantage Aviation

Akins Body Shop (Park Blvd.)
Akins Body Shop (ElI Camino)
Anderson Honda

Arco (San Antonio)

Art’s Bodycraft

Audi Palo Alto

Auto Pride Car Wash
Avis/Budget Rent-A-Car
Barron Park Shell Service
Brad Lozares Golf Shop
Chevron USA (EI Camino)
CMK Automotive

D & M Motors

Dave’s Auto Repair

E-Car Garage

Elite Auto Performance
Embarcadero Shell

Enterprise Rent-A-Car (San Antonio)

European Asian Auto Center
4Less Smog Check
Fimbres’ Brothers

Heinichen’s Garage

Hengehold Truck Rental

Hertz (San Antonio)

Jiffy Lube #1283 (Middlefield)

Jiffy Lube #1297 (EI Camino)

Jim Davis Automotive/Valero

KMAS, Inc

Magnussen’s Toyota of Palo Alto

Mathews-Carlsen Body Works

Mechanica Automotive

Meissner Automotive

Nine Minute Oil & Lube

Oil Changers

Palo Alto Airport

Palo Alto BMW

Palo Alto Fire Station #1

Palo Alto Fire Station #2

Palo Alto Fire Station #3

Palo Alto Fire Station #4

Palo Alto Fire Station #5

Palo Alto Fuel Service

Palo Alto German Car Corporation

Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country Club

Palo Alto Municipal Service Center

Palo Alto Shell

Palo Alto Speedometer Service

Palo Alto Unified School District

Palo Alto Unocal Service

Park Automotive Service

Park Avenue Motors

Rossi Aircraft, Inc.

Say Ray Auto Service

Sherman’s Auto Service

Smog Pros/Arco

Stanford Auto Care

StreetFX Customs

Tesla Motor, Inc.

The Car Doctor

Valero USA (EI Camino)

Valero USA (San Antonio)

Valley Crest/Palo Alto Golf Course
Maintenance Yard

Volvo of Palo Alto/McLaren

West Valley Aircraft Services

West Valley Flying Club

STANFORD

Campus Service/Valero
Facility Operations Fleet Garage
Peninsula Sanitation Services

Stanford Golf Course Maintenance Facility
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LANDLORDS

» Continued from page 1

That pressure showed no signs
of waning at the Oct. 6 meeting,
and a series of public speakers
reiterated the state of despera-
tion to city leaders. Giving a new
take on the problem, Principal
Kim Thompson of the Graham
Elementary School explained
how rent increases were to blame
for the declining enrollment at
her campus. A teacher from the
same school district described
how many faculty members were
similarly hard-pressed to stay in
the area.

But those with a counter per-
spective also made a show of
force. Landlords and advocates
for apartment owners admon-
ished city leaders that the rent-
ers’ tales they were hearing
of wanton evictions could be
grossly exaggerated.

“Many of these things are being
mischaracterized. We don’t casu-
ally toss residents aside,” said
Michael Pierce, a board mem-
ber for the California Apart-
ment Association. “There’s many
operators that are not going crazy
with rent. Many of us are operat-
ing very affordable housing.”

Most of the back-and-forth
public comments came in the
early minutes for what became a

WEEKEND SPECIAL

MICHELLE LE

Councilman Mike Kasperzak is interviewed by Univision reporter
Beatriz Ferrari prior to the council meeting.

marathon six-hour council meet-
ing. Around midnight, when
most of the crowd had gone
home, the council began discuss-
ing a relatively mild proposal to
address the rental issue — the last
item on the night’s agenda.

In an uncommon step for
an elected leader, Councilman
Mike Kasperzak had drafted his
own proposal that he described
as a good starting point that
could be implemented relatively
quickly. His idea was to create
a set of compassionate practices
that landlords could voluntarily

SATURDAY + SUNDAY: 11AM - 7PM

LOCKEFORD BRAT +.
160z PREMIUM - .

DRAFT BEER ' .

operate under. In what he dubbed
a “fair rental-practices program,”
Mountain View landlords would
commit to limiting rent increases
to once per year. The voluntary
program wouldn’t stipulate a
specific cap on rent increases
— instead it states that such
increases should be “reasonable.”

What exactly would be a rea-
sonable rent hike? Kasperzak
suggested 7.5 to 10 percent per
year fit the definition in his
mind, but he avoided setting that
as a guideline.

Under the program, landlords

J d

LOS ALTOS COURTYARD
BY MARRIOTT
4320 EL CAMINO REAL,
LOS ALTOS, CA 94022
(650) 941-9900

Complimentary underground parking

OUR FOOD IS PREPARED FRESH DAILY. WHEN IT'S GONE IT'S GONE. SOME ITEMS ARE LOCAL TO

LOS ALTOS AND MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT OTHER COURTYARDS.
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Supporters of a moratorium on rent increases react as they listen to

speakers at Tuesday night’s meeting.

would agree to go beyond their
legal obligations by providing ten-
ants renewable 12-month leases
as well as 90-day notices for

‘The fact that it’s all

voluntary leaves me
skeptical’

COUNCILWOMAN PAT SHOWALTER

evictions. Under state law, ten-
ants being evicted must receive
at least 30 days notice, or more if
they have lived there longer than
a year. The voluntary program
would also call for landlords to
listen to tenants’ complaints and
participate in mediation to resolve
disputes. In his report, Kasperzak
explained that he was modeling
the program on similar efforts in
Healdsburg and San Rafael.

Those landlords willing to
abide by the fair-rental prac-
tices would be singled out in a list
publicized on the city’s website.
Landlords who refuse to join
the program or fail to follow its
guidelines could also be revealed
in a city “naughty list,” Kasper-
zak said.

Such volunteer efforts haven’t
always shown success, Kasperzak
admitted. Nevertheless, he said
he thought the program would
be a good starting point that
could be implemented relatively
quickly.

“This clearly is no panacea,”
he said. “But this gets the dis-
cussion going and hopefully the
apartment industry as a whole
is listening, and realiz(ing) the
council won’t tolerate people tak-
ing advantage of the market.”

But even in the late hours,
plenty of public speakers com-
plained that the proposal seemed
toothless. Voluntary programs
were a poor substitute for actual
enforceable measures for renters,
said Carol Lamont, who previ-
ously managed East Palo Alto’s

rent-control program.

“When I saw this proposal,
I thought of the weak gestures
other cities have tried over the
years,” Lamont said. “There’s
nothing other than rent stabili-
zation that I've found to be effec-
tive.”

Many public speakers urged
city leaders to enact formal
regulation that would limit how
much a property owner could
hike rents year to year as well
as a moratorium on immedi-
ate increases. Councilman Ken
Rosenberg asked the city staff
about how such a moratorium
could be enacted, but he declined
to bring the idea to a vote. Such
an action would require approval
from six out of seven council
members.

Dabbling in the rental market
clearly made council members
nervous, and Kasperzak and
others signaled they would not
support anything resembling
rent control. Kasperzak and
Mayor John McAlister pointed
out they had engaged in talks
with landlord groups in recent
days to discuss possible solutions.
Representatives from the Califor-
nia Apartment Association said
at the meeting they were sup-
portive of Kasperzak’s voluntary
proposal.

Other council members
described the voluntary program
as little more than a Band-Aid,
but they didn’t mount an effort
to oppose it.

“The fact that it’s all voluntary
leaves me skeptical, but it’s some-
thing we could put into place
quickly,” said Councilwoman
Pat Showalter. “We really need to
know the extent of the problem
to get the proper remedy.”

A consensus emerged that the
city would look to collect data in
the coming days. Kasperzak’s
proposal would be added to a
“menu” of housing options that
would be prepared by city staff
for an Oct. 19 housing study ses-
sion. That meeting is scheduled
for 6 p.m. at the Senior Center at
266 Escuela Ave.m
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KHAN ACADEMY

» Continued from page 5

quizzes, as well as the concept
of “fourth grade” or “seventh
grade” are abandoned in favor
of a more fluid model, where
students can collaborate with
one another based on their
level of school work, rather
than their age.

Unlike Khan Academy, Khan
Lab School charges tuition:
$22,000 annually.

It started 13 months ago as
a small-scale experimental
school, with about 30 stu-
dents — mostly friends and
family of Sal Khan, according
to the school director, Orly
Friedman — and seven staff
members. The class includes
a large central room full of
tables and chairs, with break-
out rooms along the sides for
group work and quiet reading
and studying.

The enrollment has grown to
nearly 60, and is expected to
reach the maximum capacity
of 95 once high school students
are added to the mix next year.

Atthe school’s very first open
house on Monday, Khan told
prospective parents that it was
always his goal, even before
designing Khan Academy, to
create a school that challenged
the typical educational model.
Though it may seem ironic
that it harkens back to the
one-room schoolhouse model
of the 19th century, there are a
few key distinctions. The Khan
Lab School has overwhelming
amounts of data for tracking
student progress, and plenty of
online and hands-on resources
to teach just about any level of
any subject.

The vision for the school
was laid out three years ago
in Khan’s book, “The One
World Schoolhouse,” where
he wrote that a student’s
education shouldn’t have to
be bound to the “tyranny”
of lectures and one-size-
fits-all curriculum that’s all
too common, and that an
updated version of the one-
room schoolhouse is one of
the ways to break the mold.

“It feels like the time is right
to put these ideas into prac-
tice,” Khan told the parents.

Former Mountain View
Whisman School District
board president Chris Chi-
ang, who is now the academic
director for the middle school-
aged students at the Khan Lab
School, said the differentiated
instruction is being put to use.
Students in the same age group
are mastering mathematics at
their own pace, for example,
ranging from fourth-grade
math to geometry. Student
progress is logged into a data-

Younger students at Khan Lab School play chess on Oct. 6.

base and carefully monitored,
which shows how long students
worked on activities and how
many “mastery components”
they’ve achieved in different
subjects.

“It’s the idea that students
can be sitting next to each
other and working on a com-
pletely different grade level,”
Chiang said.

During the first half of
the school day students work
on their core skills, which
includes writing, math, read-
ing and computer program-
ming. Chiang said students
as young as 9 and 10 are
designing their own programs,
graphics and video games at
the school, and that the added
tech-savvy component of the
basic curriculum has been a
positive addition to the Khan
Lab School.

Friedman said a number
of students have been using
Lightbot, an educational video
game designed to introduce
kids to the concepts and prin-
ciples in computer program-
ming. Friedman said the puz-
zles in the game really stretch
how well students understand
new concepts, which plays
right into the so-called growth
mindset that preaches that
struggling aids the learning
process.

“Watching them struggle
through those puzzles, you
know that’s good for their
brains,” Friedman said.

When one parent asked how

all of this translates into a
compelling college application,
Khan stressed that it is a top
priority for students coming
out of Khan Lab School to be
competitive when applying
for college. School staff still
have to work out all the details
on how to reach that point,
but he said students with a
compelling portfolio of work
and strong standardized test
results will have a good shot at
some of the best schools in the
world.

It feels like the time
is right to put these

ideas into practice.’

SAL KHAN,
FOUNDER OF KHAN ACADEMY

“For the elite private schools,
this is exactly what they’re
looking for,” Khan said.

Some parents also expressed
concerns about the amount of
time students spend sitting in
front of computers through-
out the school day. After
all, the school has a strong
computer science component,
and although it is separate
from Khan Academy, it does
use online resources includ-
ing Khan Academy, Udacity,
Duolingo and other digital

MICHELLE LE

learning tools.

Chiang said that many of the
projects are completely offline
and involve plenty of hands-
on work from students work-
ing in groups. In one project,
students built a boat by build-
ing individual components in
separate rooms at the school.
The only catch was that each
room represented a differ-
ent country with a different
language, and each room
had to communicate with
one another using translation
techniques.

The project teaches students
about the nature of multi-
cultural business networks,
Chiang said, and how well the
students communicated will
determine just how wet they’ll
get when they take the boat out
for a spin.

Other parents wondered
what the physical activity
is like at such a small-scale
school, with a modest-sized lot
outside for outdoor activities.
Khan admitted that there is
no organized school football or
soccer team, nor do they expect
to have a sports program that
rivals a normal school in
the next three to four years.
But the founding families of
the high school-aged children
joining the school will be part
of the conversation on how to
expand the sports program at
the Khan Lab School.

Besides ditching grade lev-
els, the school sets itself
apart by having a year-round

school schedule, with only a
few weeks of summer break,
as well as no assigned home-
work. Khan explained to
parents that the second half
of the day is open-ended and
gives students a big window
to get independent work
done. That way, he said, stu-
dents can focus on family-
related activities at home
instead of worrying about
school.

With that freedom comes
an expectation of student
autonomy, but the school does
accommodate students who
need more structured over-
sight. School staff groups stu-
dents based on their level of
independence to make sure
students looking for a little
more structure from their
teacher aren’t lacking the guid-
ance they need to thrive.

Being an experimental
school, things are going to
change a lot based on feedback.
School staff gets together every
six weeks to talk about what’s
working and what’s not, Chi-
ang said, and make changes
that could radically change
class formats.

“In three to four months,
things can look way different,”
Chiang said.

In order to make that work,
Khan stressed that they want
families who are willing to be
part of the experiment and are
willing to try different things
year to year to see what works
in the class environment. He
likened the school to a start-up
company, “in the best and the
worst sense of the word.”

Sangeeta Dedatta is president
of the school’s newly-created
parent association, and said
one of the main concerns of
parents going into the school
was whether their kids were
motivated enough to work
without a more structured cur-
riculum and class day.

One of the main selling
points of the school, Dedatta
said, was the idea that her
kids could learn at the pace
that works best for them on an
individual level.

“It was important to allow
our kids to grow at their own
level,” she said.

The overarching goal of the
school, Khan said, is to devel-
op new practices and new
ways of teaching that could
ultimately be adopted else-
where in public, private and
charter schools. He said it’s
likely that one day that Khan
Lab School will be used to
develop content on Khan
Academy, and that the school
could catalyze big changes in
the world of education. m

Email Kevin Forestieri at
kforestieri@mv-voice.com
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* A new choice
for senior health
careis here

Introducing new Medicare health plans

STANFORD HEALTH CARE ADVANTAGE (HMO) FOR SANTA CLARA COUNTY RESIDENTS

At Stanford Health Care Advantage, we want you to have every
confidence in your care. With a choice of benefit plans, a provider Call now to learn more.

network built on the trusted expertise of Stanford Medicine doctors 1-844-778-2636 (TTY 7]_]_)
and our affiliated network, and the convenience of having all your 8am-8pm, seven days a week
care needs coordinated for you—the leading edge care you deserve
is here and now. With primary care doctors from Palo Alto to Attend one of our seminars or

San Jose, Stanford Health Care Advantage has you covered. schedule a personal appointment.

} Stanford

HEALTH CARE ADVANTAGE StanfordHealthCareAdvantage.org

Stanford Health Care Advantage has a contract with Medicare to offer an HMO plan. You must reside in Santa Clara County to enroll.
Enrollment in the Stanford Health Care Advantage plan depends on contract renewal. This information is available for free in other

languages. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at
sales meetings call 1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711).
H2986_MM_108_Accepted 2015
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Learn about Stanford Health Care Advantage (HMO)
at one of our informational seminars in your area

Stanford Primary Care,
Hoover Pavilion

211 Quarry Rd

Palo Alto, CA 94304

Mondays: 2pm-4pm*
Wednesdays: 2pm-4pm*
Fridays: 10am-12pm*

Stanford Health Library at
the Oshman Family Jewish
Community Center

3921 Fabian Way

Palo Alto, CA 94303

Tuesdays: 10am-12pm*
Tuesdays: 1pm-3pm*
Thursdays: 10am-12pm*

Stanford Primary Care, Los Altos
960 N. San Antonio Rd, Ste 101

Los Altos, CA 94022

Tuesdays: 2pm-4pm*
Thursdays: 10am-12pm*

Los Altos Senior Center
97 Hillview Ave
Los Altos, CA 94022

Mondays: 10am-12pm*

Stanford Primary Care,
Santa Clara

2518 Mission College Blvd
Santa Clara, CA 95054

Mondays: 2pm-4pm*
Wednesdays: 10am-12pm*

Samaritan Internal Medicine
2410 Samaritan Dr, Ste 201
San Jose, CA 95124

Mondays: 10am-12pm*
Tuesdays: 2pm-4pm*

Collaborative Primary Care
14251 Winchester Blvd, Ste 200
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Fridays: 10am-12pm*

Los Gatos Adult
Recreation Center
208 East Main St
Los Gatos, CA 95030

Wednesdays: 2pm-4pm*
Thursdays: 2pm-4pm*

Black Bear Diner, Milpitas
174 W Calaveras Blvd
Milpitas, CA 95035

Fridays: 10am-12pm*

"From October 15-December 7, excluding November 25-27 for the Thanksgiving holiday.
More locations and dates may be available. Call us or go online for more information.

@’ Callnow to RSVP. Walk-ins are welcome. 1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711)

Or, you can schedule a personal appointment. 8am-8pm, seven days a week

3} Stanford

StanfordHealthCareAdvantage.org HEALTH CARE ADVANTAGE

Stanford Health Care Advantage has a contract with Medicare to offer an HMO plan. You must reside in Santa Clara County to enroll.
Enrollment in the Stanford Health Care Advantage plan depends on contract renewal. This information is available for free in other
languages. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at

sales meetings call 1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711). 0086 WM 127 A ted 2015
_MM_127_Accepte
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Handsome Home with Breathtaking Views
Delivering breathtaking bay views, this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom
home of 4,895 sq. ft. (per county) sits on a hilltop lot of 1.14 acres
(per county) and offers an elegant interior featuring crown molding,
recessed lighting, and spacious living areas. Fronted by a private
courtyard, the main gallery opens to a sunken living room, a formal
dining room with a butler’s pantry, and a family room that adjoins
an island kitchen with a large breakfast area. Upstairs, one bedroom
may easily convert to an office, while the immense master suite
connects to a large patio overlooking the gorgeous grounds,
which include a heated pool and spa, a stone terrace, and an
outdoor barbecue. Additional features include two staircases,
three fireplaces, an attached three-car garage, and an extensive
paver driveway. Within moments of Palo Alto Hills Golf and
Country Club, this home is also near Stanford University and
Ladera Shopping Center. Excellent nearby schools include
Nixon Elementary (API 955), Terman Middle (API 968), JLS

Middle (API 943), and Gunn High (API 917) (buyer to verify
eligibility).

i

. For video tour & more photos, please visit:

'. www.14303SaddleMountain.com

deleon e

Michael Repka
CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880
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14303 Saddle Mountain Drive, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $4,498,000

Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm
Complimentary
Lunch & Laftes

650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224



28001 Arastradero Road, Los Altos Hills

Spacious and Convenient Custom Residence
Grand spaces with thoughtful details define this private property, which includes a custom-built 5 bedroom, 5.5 bathroom home

of 6,025 sq. ft. (per county) and a lot of 1.07 acres (per county). Rich elements like plantation shutters, intricate skylights, and oak
hardwood floors will impress your guests, while a central vacuum system, multi-zoned heating and cooling, and considerable storage
enable convenient everyday living. The open layout includes a two-story great room and a spacious dining room, while the immense
island kitchen opens to the family room. Terrific spaces like a home office, an extensive master suite, and two lofts enhance the home,
which also provides two staircases, two wet bars, three fireplaces, and an attached three-car garage. The sizable gated grounds offer a
fenced tennis court and a heated lap pool with a spa. Within moments of Palo Alto Hills Golf and Country Club, this home is also near

excellent schools like Nixon Elementary (API 955), Terman Middle (API 968), and Gunn High (API 917) (buyer to verify eligibility).

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.28001 Arastradero.com
Offered at $4,998,000

Saturday & Sunday Complimentary

O P E N H OUS E 1:00 - 5:00 Lunch & Lattes

650.488.7325 | michaelr@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

Council Neighborhoods Committee
SPRINGER/ CUESTA/ PHYLLIS AREA
Neighborhood Meeting

BENJAMIN BUBB SCHOOL
525 Hans Avenue

October 15,2015
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

The City of Mountain View Council Neighborhoods Committee will
be meeting with residents in the Springer/ Cuesta/ Phyllis area on
October 15, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. (area designated on the map below).
Residents are encouraged to participate in a forum to discuss:

* What would you like to see changed in your neighborhood?

* How can the City work with your neighborhood to make it a better
place to live?

This is an opportunity to make a difference in the future of your
neighborhood and express your thoughts about ways to improve city
services.

For further information, please call the City’s Neighborhood
Preservation Division at (650) 903-6379

Springer/
Cuesta/
Phyllis

Homework
Help

Math
Enrichment

Test

Math
Prep

Help

8

We make .
math
make

sense.

Call us today
for a free
Consultation!

MNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

Mathnasium of Mountain View-Los Altos
2510 W. El Camino Real, Ste. #4, Mountain View
650-941-MATH (6284)
mountainviewlosaltos@mathnasium.com
www.mathnasium.com/MountainViewlLosAltos
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Los Altos audiologist Dr. Jane Baxter has traveled to Jordan twice to provide aid at refugee camps. The
charity work has instilled a new sense of purpose in the veteran doctor.

Hearing a call for help

LOCAL AUDIOLOGIST FINDS NEW PURPOSE IN HELPING REFUGEES IN JORDAN

By Mark Noack

elen Keller once said,
“Blindness separates
people from things.

Deafness separates people from
people.”

The feeling of separation has
been certainly true at the refugee
camps in Jordan, where millions
of Iraqis, Syrians and Palestin-
ians struggle for basic needs
like food and shelter. Given the
desperate situation, other impor-
tant needs like medical care and
education often get short shrift.

On a visit to Jordan earlier
this year, Dr. Jane Baxter, owner
of the Los Altos auditory clinic
Pacific Hearing Center, found
a way she could help — deaf-
ness and other hearing ailments
are rife throughout the refugee
camps, she said.

In May, Baxter and a group of
other audiologists set up tempo-
rary hearing clinics at several of
the refugee camps for the non-
governmental organization Life
for Relief and Development. Each
day followed a similar routine,
she said. At the start of the morn-
ing, hundreds if not thousands of
refugees would line up hoping for
aid, including some adults who
had been functionally deaf for

their lives.

To the best of their ability,
Baxter and her team performed
tests, fit hearing aids and gave
counseling. Her husband, Steve
Baxter, accompanied the team
and served as a impromptu aide,
helping solve tech problems and
learning how to cast ear molds.

It was a huge surprise just how
widespread the hearing prob-
lems were, she said. The team
worked long days and completely
exhausted their supply of 300
hearing aids brought for the trip.

‘It makes you
remember why you're
in this profession.
DR. JANE BAXTER

Hundreds more had to be turned
away, she said.

“We could only help the tip
of the iceberg. There were kids
lining up and down the block,”
Baxter said.

In one extreme example, a
team visited a Jordan ministry of
health hospital. Somehow word
got out in advance, and more

than 1,300 people were clamor-
ing outside the clinic for help.
With the medical staff only able
to handle a fraction of that group,
there were many who had to be
turned away. The police had to
be called out twice after concerns
mounted that a riot might break
out, she said.

There are many reasons for
why hearing problems are wide-
spread among the refugee popu-
lation. Baxter said the patients
she examined showed a higher
rates than typical in the United
States for congenital hearing
ailments. Additionally, many
refugees were living in squalor,
and some children examined by
Baxter showed problems result-
ing from this, such as ear canals
clogged with earwax. She sus-
pects many patients had also
experienced hearing loss as a
result of the strife that forced
them to leave their homelands.

Conditions in refugees camps
are spartan and clinics are
severely overwhelmed, explained
Aymen Aburahma, emergency
response head for Life for Relief
and Development. That imbal-
ance means fewer people can be
examined and diagnosed. On

» See HEARING, page 20
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1932 Emerson Street, Palo Alto

Tuscan Luxury in Old Palo Alto

This custom-built masterpiece combines rich Tuscan style with fantastic modern amenities. A stunning villa of 5,310 sq. ft. (per
county), this residence offers 6 bedrooms and 6 bathrooms on a private, gorgeously landscaped lot of 9,583 sq. ft. (per county) in the
heart of prestigious Old Palo Alto. You will love the array of fine features that include art niches, balconies, casement windows, and
gorgeous hardwood floors, while the chef’s kitchen is simply a must-see. Other exciting spaces include an enchanting courtyard
with a fountain, a decadent master suite, and a walk-out lower level with a rec room. With access to spacious living areas and
excellent outdoor retreats, your opportunities for entertainment are endless both indoors and out. This home is close to Stanford
University, while Caltrain, Peers Park, and the variety of attractions along California Avenue are all within walking distance.
Excellent nearby schools include Walter Hays Elementary (API 934), Jordan Middle (API 934), and Palo Alto High (API 905) (buyer
to verify eligibility).

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.1932EmersonStreet.com
Offered at $7,988,000

Saturday & Sunday Lunch, Lattes,

OPEN HOUSE 1:00 - 5:00 & Jazz

650.488.7325 | michaelr@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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INTENTIO

tdiaveeed Healtd and Filnedd

We train W|th YOUR INTENTION

INTENTIO is a holistic, multi-disciplinary
itness center with training professionals,

ess to Unlimited Small Group CONTACT US
unc'tlonal Movement Screening FOR DETAILS

- *_H_.‘P-& Health Assessment NOw!
"“3 Month commitment required
260 Moffett Blvd.

Mountain view. 94043 650.963.9888 f ©

info@intentio.com « www.intentio.com # in

Do You?

Join Us

Open House

Sunday, October 18
9am -1 pm

Information Night

Tuesday, November 17
7 pm

SAINT
FRANCIS

A Holy Cross High School

www.sfhs.com
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MV Chamber selects interim CEO

By Mark Noack

Mountain View Chamber of

Commerce has appointed
longtime board member Julie
Hart Conde as the organization’s
interim CEO. Conde replaces
longtime Chamber head Oscar
Garcia, who left his position in
September.

Conde comes from a back-
ground in the hospitality indus-
try, holding down a variety of
jobs at restaurants, hotels and
catering companies. Locally, she
worked as general manager for
Joie de Vivre Hotels, working at
the Hotel Avante in Mountain
View and the Wild Palms Hotel
in Sunnyvale.

In a changing of the guard, the

She joined the Chamber as
a board member in 2004, and
served two terms. During that
time, she participated on com-
mittees including the nonprofit’s
finance, nominating and Leader-
ship Mountain View advisory
councils. In 2008, she partici-
pated in the Chamber’s Lead-
ership Program, and she later
came to work at the chamber as
a temporary replacement for the
organization’s events manager.

In a press release announcing
her new position, Conde signaled
she would seek to maintain
stability as the Chamber under-
goes a leadership transition. For
months, the Chamber’s search
committee has been trying to
find a suitable new CEO to fill

the job permanently. So far, no
firm date has been set for when
that new hire would be made.

For her part, Conde told the
Voice that she doesn’t want the
job permanently. She has time
to spare right now, but she
explained that she intends to
eventually return to work at her
own wedding and event plan-
ning company, Celebrations By
Heart.

“For this is really about con-
tinuing the wonderful momen-
tum that Oscar has had for the
last six years,” Conde said.
“We've got a great town here, and
I want to make sure people feel
like things don’t have to stop.” |

Email Mark Noack
at mnoack@mv-voice.com

HEARING

» Continued from page 18

top of that, clinics provided by
U.N. agencies often can’t provide
specialized auditory help, he said.
“When you have one clinic for
100,000 people, you just can't
treat them in the same ways,” he
said. “When we have a crisis, we
usually look at the most impor-
tant needs: food, water, shelter
.. But things like hearing aids?
That’s not focused on a lot.”
Deafness and hearing prob-
lems can spiral into a cascade
of other troubles. For children,
hearing loss will usually hinder
language development and edu-
cation. Deaf adults could suffer

limited earning potential.

Last month, the Jordanian
government invited Baxter and
her colleagues to come back as
part of an initiative they dubbed
“Hearing Without Borders.”
This time, the audiologists
received a government escort
and assurances that their help
was greatly appreciated. The
Jordanian government also
promised it would donate hun-
dreds more hearing aids by the
year’s end.

For Baxter’s part, her trips to
Jordan — an area of the globe she
said she knew little about — has
been like a finding a new sense of
purpose. She hopes to return for
her third trip later this year.

PROVIDED BY JANE BAXTER
Dr. Jane Baxter brought her audiology skills to refugee camps in Jordan and said she was amazed to find
that so many people needed her help.

Sitting in her Los Altos clinic
on Monday, Baxter presented
what has become her favorite
keepsake from her visits. It was a
short video of a 3-year-old Syrian
boy with severe hearing impair-
ment who had never developed
speech or language skills. The
boy had just been fitted for a
hearingaid, and had a giant smile
on his face as Baxter spoke. He
began humming and laughing
along, finding his voice for the
first time.

“It stirred up a passion in me
that I didn’t know I had,” she
said. “It makes you remember
why you're in this profession.” |

Email Mark Noack
at mnoack@mv-voice.com
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B COMMUNITYBRIEFS
LOCAL SUPERINTENDENTS HOLD TOWN HALL

Senator Jerry Hill and State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Tom Torlakson will hold a town hall meeting on educa-
tion with San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools Anne
Campbell and Santa Clara County Superintendent of Schools Jon
Gundry at 7 p.m. on Tuesday in Canada College’s Main Theatre
in Redwood City.

The 90-minute program will feature a talk by Torlakson on the
outlook for public education in California and the opportuni-
ties and challenges anticipated this school year. Attendees are
invited to pose their questions to the state schools chief, Hill and
the superintendents in a Q&A session that will cap the town hall
meeting.

“This is a terrific opportunity for families to hear from the
leader of public education in our state and the top school officials
in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties,” Hill said in a statement.
“It’s also a great opportunity for residents to share their questions
and concerns about education, state policy and how that affects
children in the public schools of our community.”

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 13, from 7 to 8:30
p.m., at the Caftada College Main Theatre at 4200 Farm Hill
Boulevard, Building 3, in Redwood City. Admission and parking
are free, but RSVPs are strongly encouraged. To RSVP, please call
Hill’s district office at 650-212-3313, or visit senate.ca.gov/2958/
TownHallEd.

WATER CONSERVATION BEATS THE HEAT

During the hot summer months, water usage is generally
higher, but new data from the Santa Clara Valley Water District
shows that Santa Clara County managed to keep up its water
conservation rate in August, even as state numbers slipped.

According to the State Water Resources Control Board, state-
wide savings dropped in the month of August from 31 percent
to 27 percent, though still exceeding the statewide mandate of 25
percent cutbacks.

However, Santa Clara County was able to cut its August water
use by an impressive 35 percent when compared to August 2013,
the baseline year. This marks the third month in a row that
the county’s water providers have kept water usage down by 35
percent. Cumulatively, from January to August, the countywide
conservation rate was 26 percent.

“We're very proud of the effort that Santa Clara County resi-
dents have put forth to fight the drought,” said Gary Kremen,
chairman of the water district’s board of directors. “We encour-
age everyone to keep it up, even as we head into the winter sea-
son.

Mountain View gets about 10 percent of its water from the Santa
Clara Valley Water District and the rest comes from Yosemite’s
Hetch Hetchy reservoir. Even with predictions of a strong El
Nifio this winter, water district officials say they do not know
how much rain and snow will fall on Northern California to help
alleviate the drought. Because of this, the district encourages
people to continue saving through the winter months in order to
maintain its 30 percent goal.

Carl Sibley

g 2 City oOF MOUNTAIN VIEW

FREE WORKSHOP FOR
MOUNTAIN VIEW TENANTS

Workshop will be held in Spanish
Know your Rights & Responsibilities!

Security Deposits * Repairs ¢ Evictions « Lease Obligations « Rent Increases
Initial Rental Arrangements « Privacy « Discrimination * Where to Find Help
City’s Tenant Relocation Assistance Ordinance

Thursday, October 22, 2015 - 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Mountain View Senior Center — Multi-Purpose Room
266 Escuela Ave, Mountain View, CA 94040

Presented by the Mountain View Mediation Program and Project Sentinel.
Sponsored by the City of Mountain View.

For more information, call 650-960-0495

Language Assistance in Russian or Mandarin can be provided upon request.

County launches diabetes
awareness campaign

Santa Clara County has
launched a diabetes awareness
campaign on the disease that
has grown at an “alarming rate”
among residents, officials said.

The “Together We Can Prevent
Diabetes” campaign aims to pre-
vent type 2 diabetes, a chronic
condition that can be difficult
for people and their families,
county public health department
spokeswoman Allison Thrash
said.

The campaign also aims to
provide people with direction if
they are at risk or have diabetes,
she said.

Data from a county 2013-14
survey shows that about 8 per-
cent, or 112,000, of people in
the county have been diagnosed

with either type 1 or 2 diabetes
and about 10 percent of adults
reported they had pre-diabetes.

The disease is a very expensive
problem that can cost $243 bil-
lion a year nationwide, according
to a 2014 report by the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

The condition is “one of the
things contributing to drastically
increasing health care costs” and
can lead to serious complications
if it is poorly managed, Thrash
said.

The CDC report also shows
that nine out of 10 people do
not know they have pre-diabetes
and one in three people will have
diabetes in their lifetimes.

The message will be spread

through “eye-catching” adver-
tisements on dozens of Santa
Clara Valley Transportation
Authority buses and bus shelters,
Thrash said.

The eye-catching image that
reads, “It’s in our hands” will be
seen in English, Spanish or Viet-
namese, she said.

The campaign will also feature
a billboard at the interchange
between Interstate highways 280
and 680.

The effort also focuses on
preventing diabetes by mak-
ing behavioral changes such as
increasing physical activity and
making healthier food choices.

“We can reverse the growth of
type 2 diabetes with our compre-
hensive efforts to prevent cases
from ever getting beyond the
pre-diabetes stage,” Supervisor
Dave Cortese said in a statement.

» See DIABETES, page 24

County approves North County
homeless shelters

By Kevin Forestieri

he Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors
on Tuesday approved a
handful of homeless shelter
programs that would provide
125 additional shelter beds
during the cold winter months,
including locations in Sunny-
vale and Palo Alto.
The most significant of the
shelters is in Sunnyvale, where
the county plans to build a

OPEN HOUSE

October 18, 2015
1:00 - 3:30pm.

100-bed temporary facility on a
small, northern wedge of Mof-
fett Field. The shelter, which
was approved by the Sunny-
vale City Council on Sept. 29,
is intended to help boost the
available drop-in shelter space
in the North County area.

The shelter at Moffett could
be seen as a temporary fix
following the closure of the
Sunnyvale Armory, which used
to serve as a cold weather shel-
ter for as many as 125 homeless

people each night. The closure
of the armory in 2014 correlates
with a substantial increase in
the unsheltered homeless popu-
lation in North County cities
like Mountain View in 2015,
according to a county survey.
The temporary shelter is
expected to be built and ready
to use by November 30 and will
be available for use through
March, with the possibility of

» See HOMELESS, page 24

St. JoSEPH ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL
Pre-K Through Eighth Grade

The Drexel School System is a resource-rich,
cutting-edge approach to Catholic education.
Committed to redefining student engagement
through robust technology and data-driven
instruction, the Drexel School System is
Transforming Catholic Education.

DREXEL
SCHOOLS

Tours Available by appointment.

1120 Miramonte Ave.
Mountain View, CA. 94040
650-967-1839

wwuw.sjmuv.org
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deleon

Deleon Realty

Identifying and Understanding High-End
Home Consiruction and Design Elements

330 Jane Drive, Wdodside CA

Tuesday, October 13, 2015
S-7pm

Please join DelLeon Realty at our upcoming seminar. Be informed by Ken DelLeon, the founder of
Deleon Realty, on the importance of identifying and understanding high-end home construction

and design elements. Plus, take a four inside one of Woodside's newest luxury listings.
To RSVP, please contact Lena Nguyen at 650.543.8500
or by email at Lena@deleonrealty.com

Seminar is for prospective clients only.
No outside real estate professionals permitted.

The #1 Real Estate Team in America
650.488.7325 | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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457 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto
Offered at $1,498,000

Downtown Condo in Private Complex

Nestled in a beautiful, secure complex, this 3 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom
condominium offers 1,530 sq. ft. (per county) and a prized location within
walking distance of exciting University Avenue. Handsomely updated, the

interior displays natural hardwood floors, recessed lighting, and crown
molding. The beautiful living and dining room ensemble exhibits a
marble-tiled fireplace, bookcases, and French doors leading to a large,
shaded patio. Double doors open to the remodeled island kitchen, which
shimmers with Carrara marble countertops and designer stainless-steel
appliances, and provides a sunny breakfast area. Spacious bedrooms
include a serene master suite with two closets and a bathroom with
Carrara marble surfaces. Additional features like a convenient laundry
closet and two stylishly upgraded bathrooms enhance this fine home.
This peaceful complex is within an easy stroll of Heritage Park and
other downtown Palo Alto attractions, and is also just moments
from Stanford University. Excellent nearby schools include
Addison Elementary (API 947), Jordan Middle (API 934), and
Palo Alto High (API 905) (buyer to verify eligibility).
For video tour & more photos, please visit:
www.457Homer.com

Saturday & Sunday

¥
f Ken Deleon Michael Repka 1-5 Pm
CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880
i
'] 650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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The Girls’ Middle School

3400 West Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303
650.968.8338 x133

www.girlsms.org
admissions@girlsms.org

OPEN
HOUSES

Saturday,

Oct. 17, 1—4 pm

Sunday,
Dec. 6, 1—4 pm

Free Wi-Fi ® Charging Stations ® Large screen TV
Music ® Comfortable seating

Posh Bagel is ideal for family, friends,
students and business meetings —

come and join us!

* Bagels & Shmears
¢ Breakfast Sandwiches
¢ Lunch Sandwiches

e Crepes both
Sweet & Savory

® Pizza Bagels

® Bagel Dogs

e Salads

® Fruit Cups & Parfait Cups

e Donuts & Pastries

ESPRESSO BAR

e Espresso & brewed
coffee

o Lattes & iced coffees

e Sodas, juices, iced teas
& bottled water

CATERING
e Pick up or delivery

e Order from the catering
menu or customize your
order from our main menu

Gift cards and
rewards cards available!

M 1040 Grant Road, Unit # 185
. Mountain View
IZ}(]QPI *  (in the Grant Road Shopping Center)

LocalNews

Report: Silicon Valley incomes
continue upsurge

Silicon Valley’s median house-
hold income rose to $98,500
from 2013 to 2014, the Joint Ven-
ture Silicon Valley’s Institute for
Regional Studies reported Friday
in a press release.

The Institute’s analysis of new
U.S. Census data also revealed
that San Francisco’s income rose
nearly 7 percent during the same
period to $85,070.

According to the report, Sili-
con Valley’s income gains have
outpaced inflation for three
straight years, while the poverty
rate has dropped to its lowest
level since 2008, reaching 8.1 per-
cent in 2014. (The rate was down
1.6 percentage points since 2013
and 2 percentage points below
the peak in 2012). In San Fran-

cisco, the poverty rate dropped
1.7 points to 12 percent in 2014.

During the same period, Cali-
fornia and the U.S. as a whole
showed modest gains in median
household income, rising 1 per-
cent and 1.1 percent, respectively
(after adjusting for inflation),
said Rachel Massaro, Joint Ven-
ture vice president and senior
research associate for the Insti-
tute, in the press release.

The share of households earn-
ing more than $150,000 annu-
ally during the two-year period
increased by close to 4 percentage
points in Silicon Valley and 1 1/2
points in San Francisco. In com-
parison, the share of households
earning more than $150,000
annually in California and the

nation between 2012 and 2014
increased approximately 1 per-
centage point.

And the share of households
earning less than $35,000 annu-
ally decreased in Silicon Valley
during the two-year period,
dropping from 19 percent in 2012
to 17 percent in 2014.

“This latest data demonstrates
that economic prosperity in
Silicon Valley and the greater Bay
Area shows no signs of slowing
down,” Massaro said.

The report also found that the
share of the population ages 18 to
64 with health insurance
increased in Silicon Valley, up 4.9
percentage points to 90 percent
of the population covered. @

Palo Alto Weekly staff

HOMELESS

» Continued from page 21

an extension available depend-
ing on the weather.

Prior to the decision to use
a parcel on Moffett Field, the
county considered use of a par-
cel of county-owned land off of
Central Expressway and North
Fair Oaks Avenue in Sunny-
vale. The plans were dropped
after residents in the bordering
neighborhood of single-family
homes criticized the plans and
voiced concerns about how a
homeless shelter could affect
their community.

Once the temporary shelter

is torn down next year, county
staff will have to continue the
search for a permanent home-
less shelter somewhere in the
North County, according to
Ky Le, director of the county’s
Office of Supportive Hous-
ing. The intent of the Board of
Supervisors, Le said, is to even-
tually have one or more shelter
facilities in Mountain View,
Palo Alto and Sunnyvale.

In addition to the Moffett
shelter, five additional shelter
beds will be added at Palo Alto’s
Hotel de Zink, which is run by
InnVision Shelter Network, and
20 additional beds in East Palo
Alto through Project WeHope.

The increased shelter space
in the North County is part of
a larger plan by county staff to
substantially increase the num-
ber of year-round shelter beds
available to homeless people
throughout Santa Clara Coun-
ty. The plans, which will cost
the county $13 million in one-
time costs and another $13
million in ongoing costs, were
outlined late last month with a
sense of urgency as the winter
months — and an El Niflo-
fueled rainy season —
approach. m

Bay City News Service
contributed to this report.

650-336-7756 * www.theposhbagel.com
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CRIME BRIEFS

» Continued from page 4

a vehicle arrived at the scene.
The suspect then struck the
second patrol vehicle but was
unable to escape, police said.

Ofticers were able to imme-
diately take the suspect into
custody without further inci-
dent.

The injured officer was tak-
en to San Francisco General
Hospital where he was treated
for injuries to his legs and ribs,
police said.

Ulises was booked into San
Francisco County Jail where
he faces charges including
attempted murder, recklessly
evading a police officer, aggra-
vated assault on a peace officer
with a weapon, and carrying
out a hit-and-run collision
causing injury and property
damage, among others.

—Bay City News Service

BABY FORMULA STOLEN

A pediatric office in
Mountain View was bur-
glarized over the week-
end after suspects made
their way into the building
and stole 20 cases of baby
formula.

Police were called to Hos-
pital Drive Pediatrics at 2500
Hospital Drive on Sunday
after the building had been
reportedly burglarized. Offi-
cers found that the door into
the building had been pried
open, and 20 cases of baby
formula valued at approx-
imately $3,120 had been
taken, according to police
spokeswoman Leslie Hardie.
A prescription pad worth $10
had also been taken, Hardie
said.

As of Tuesday there was no
information on a suspect.

Kevin Forestieri

DIABETES

» Continued from page 21

“While individual behavior
change is necessary to prevent
diabetes, this positive, commu-
nity-wide campaign also calls
for residents and organizations
in Santa Clara County to come
together to support one another
and work collectively to address
this health crisis,” Supervisor
Ken Yeager said in a statement.

The county is also working on
an evidence-based program for
people with a high risk for dia-
betes, Thrash said.

There will also be free screen-
ing events at the “Day on the
Bay” multicultural festival in San
Jose on Oct. 10 and the Open Air
Health Fair Oct. 10 and 11 at the
San Jose Flea Market.

People can learn about com-
munity resources available to
manage diabetes and find out if
they are at risk through an online
test at SCCPreventDiabetes.org.

Bay City News Service



Stanford |MEDICINE

e TR
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Stanford Cancer Center South Bay

INVITES YOU

Tour our new facility and join our breast cancer experts to learn about the latest
screening, detection and treatments.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 - 9:30AM - 11:30AM
Stanford Cancer Center South Bay

2589 Samaritan Drive - San Jose, CA 95124
Talks begin at 9:30AM. Tours until 11:30AM.

Light breakfast provided.

RSVP at: stanfordhealthcare.org/events
or call 650.736.6555. This event is free and open to the public.

Please register. Tours and seating are limited. % Stanford
Complimentary parking. )/ HEALTH CARE
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NORTH BAYSHORE
PRECISE PLAN
COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

THURSDAY OCTOBER 22ND
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

City of Mountain View Senior Center
266 Escuela Avenue

Please join us to continue our discussion about updat-
ing the City’s North Bayshore Precise Plan. This is our
second workshop that will build off the community input
we received from our July 25 workshop.

At this workshop we will ask for further public input on
planning for a new residential neighborhood in North
Bayshore.

All are welcome to attend this community workshop.

MORE INFORMATION
Contact: Terry Blount | 650.903.6306 | Terry.Blount@mountainview.gov.
Visit: http://www.mountainview.gov/northbayshore

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW
COUNCIL MEETING

California / Escuela / Shoreline
Complete Streets Project

The City Council will consider conceptual
alternatives for the three streets included
in the Complete Streets Feasibility Study

City Council Study Session
Tuesday, October 13, 2015 - 5:00 p.m.
Council Chambers
Second Floor, City Hall
500 Castro Street, Mountain View

A

2]
CALIFORNIA STREET

ESCUELA AVE

EL CAMINO REAL

Mountain View Community Center

Staff will provide an update to City Council
regarding the Community Center
renovation plans

Tuesday, October 13, 2015 - 6:30 p.m.
(or as soon as item can be heard)
Council Chambers

For further information visit the City Projects webpage at
http://www.mountainview.gov/cityprojects or contact
public.works@mountainview.gov.

A+E

'ESENCIA FLAMENCA’

Siblings Rosario, Ricardo
and Jose Castro Romero were
born and raised in Andalu-
sia, Spain: the heartland of
the art of flamenco. Their
acclaimed flamenco company,
Suite Espanola, comes to Red-
wood City this Sunday, Oct.
11, at 2 p.m. They’ll perform
their latest show, “Esencia
Flamenca,” at the Fox Theatre,
2215 Broadway. Tickets are
$49-$95. Go to goo.gl/o10YIB
or call 650-369-7770.

REEL ROCK

From Budapest to Birming-
ham, Santiago to St. Louis, the
2015 REEL ROCK film festi-
val is touching down around
the world this month to thrill
audiences with a touch of ver-
tical fever. One of the premiere
rock climbing film fests, REEL
ROCK will bring a curated
collection of climbing films
to the Mountain View Center
of the Performing Arts, 500
Castro St., on Monday, Oct.
12, at 7 p.m. This year’s lineup
features films of big walls, big
boulders and big moves from
world-class climbers, includ-
ing Tommy Caldwell, Kevin
Jorgeson, Alex Honnold and
Daniel Woods. But you don’t
have to know a thing about
these guys to get an adrenaline
rush off their bodacious high-
ball bouldering, free climbing
feats and epic journeys up jag-
ged Alpine routes. Plus, it’s not

B A + E BRIEFS

SHIN YAMAZAWA

Rosario Castro Romero of Castro Romero Flamenco will perform at
Redwood City’s Fox Theatre on Sunday, Oct. 11.

just screenings: Come prepared
for prize giveaways, athlete and
filmmaker appearances and a
party-like atmosphere. Tickets
are $20 and can be purchased at
the ticket office, over the phone
or online. Go to goo.gl/sdvAF2
or call 650-903-6000.

NANCY CASSIDY

For a mellow evening of fam-
ily-friendly folk music, head to
a house concert held by singer-
songwriter Nancy Cassidy on

» See A + E BRIEFS, page 28

AIUSLC

AT STANFORD

THE A. JEss SHENSON RECITAL

SERIES AT STANFORD

Sunday, October 11th at 2:30 p.m.
EUGENE BRANCOVEANU, BARITONE
LAURA DAHL, PIANO

Program: Jonathan Berger (world premiere),
Brahms, Lowe, Schubert, and Sviridov

Tickets: $15 general | $10 seniors | $10 students
Stanford students free with suiD

Monday, October 12th at 4:30 p.m.

EUGENE BRANCOVEANU MASTERCLASS
Masterclass 1s free and open to the public.

Both events are at Campbell Recital Hall.

TICKETS.STANFORD.EDU | (650) 725-2787
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945 Monte Rosa Drive, Menlo Park

Offered at $1,988,000
\ Fine Sefting and Tasteful Updates

\ A terrific neighborhood setting is one of the many excellent features of
. this updated 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom split-level home of 2,220 sq. ft. (per
county) that occupies a lot of 12,625 sq. ft. (per county). The home’s
\ striking design is enhanced by crown molding, VELUX skylights, central
l1l cooling, and natural hardwood floors, while spacious, sun-lit common
. areas include formal living and dining rooms and a family room that
Ill\ opens to the beautifully remodeled kitchen. Large and inviting, the
. master suite provides two closets, while generous outdoor areas include
"1, a front patio and a private backyard with a patio, new landscaping,
\ and fruit trees. Other highlights include two fireplaces, an attic fan,
L a remodeled bathroom with heated floors, and an attached two-car
.\ garage. Here, you will be steps from Sharon Park and within easy
" access of Sand Hill Road and Stanford University. Excellent schools
within walking distance include Las Lomitas Elementary (API
" 943) and La Entrada Middle (API 963), and Menlo-Atherton
High is nearby (buyer to verify eligibility).
For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.9245MonteRosa.com

Ken Deleon Michael Repka
CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880

Saturday & Sunday, 1-56 pm
Complimentary
Lunch & Laftes

650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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AIDAN MONAGHAN/TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX FILM
Mountain View resident and author of “The Martian,”

Andy Weir will read from his book and sign copies at
the Stanford Bookstore on Thursday, Oct. 15.

A + E BRIEFS

» Continued from page 26

Wednesday, Oct. 14, at 6:30 p.m.
The show takes place at 2297
Harvard St., Palo Alto. All ages
are welcome. A $10 donation is
requested. Go to nancycassidy-
music.com or call 650-888-8270.

‘THE MARTIAN’

From programmer and soft-

ware engineer to

novelist and author of the sci-
fi novel that’s been made into
a feature film starring Matt
Damon, Mountain View’s Andy
Weir has been on a galactic
journey of his own. Weir will
appear at Stanford Bookstore on
Thursday, Oct. 15, to read from,
discuss and sign copies of “The
Martian.” The event is free. Go
to g00.gl/O8w60i or call 650-
329-1217, ext. 320.

IMDB.COM

Amy Schumer headlines the Oddball Comedy
Festival at Shoreline Amphitheatre Oct. 13.

ODDBALL FESTIVAL

Comedians Aziz Ansari
(“Parks and Recreation”) and
Amy Schumer (“Inside Amy
Schumer,” “Trainwreck”) head-
line the Oddball Comedy &
Curiosity Festival at Mountain
View’s Shoreline Amphitheatre,
1 Ampitheatre Parkway, this
Tuesday, Oct. 13. The laughs
startsat 5 p.m. Tickets are $31.75-

Thefirst step in planning your weekend starts here

SIGN UP AT
=5

MV-Voice.com/express/
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COLLEEN HAYES/NBC

Aziz Ansari of “Parks and Recreation” headlines the Oddball Comedy
Festival at Mountain View’s Shoreline Amphitheatre Oct. 13.

$150.75. Go to oddballfest.com.

JEWISH FILM FEST

From the opening night fes-
tivities on Saturday, Oct. 10,
featuring Israeli recording art-
ist David Broza to the closing
night’s gala on Sunday, Nov. 8,
the Silicon Valley Jewish Film
Festival returns to Palo Alto
this month. Many screenings
take place at the Oshman Fam-

ily JCC, 3921 Fabian Way. For
a full festival schedule, go to
svjff.org or call 408-498-0904.

— Elizabeth Schwyzer

i% SEE MORE
ONLINE
myv-voice.com

Watch videos of REEL ROCK, the Odd-

ball Comedy & Curiosity Festival and

more in the online version of this story
at mv-voice.com.
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e Fun and free
e Art exhibits
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- 1199 North Lemon Avenue, Menlo Park
. Offered at $1,788,000

Incredible Investment Opportunity

This oversized corner lot of nearly a quarter acre (per county) is centrally
located and includes two stand-alone homes. The first home is a charming
"~ 1 bedroom and 1 bathroom with over 1,000 sq. ft. (per seller), while the
second is a 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom residence of approx. 600 sq. ft. (per

seller). Shaded by mature trees, this extensive, attractively placed property
is located near Stanford University and enjoys great proximity to the
conveniences along the Alameda and Santa Cruz Avenue, including
many fine shops and restaurants. This great property would serve
equally well as a rental or for an extended family, plus it provides
plenty of space for expansion or even new construction. The main
home includes a living room with a fireplace and a charming eat-in

kitchen, while the detached rear residence adjoins a sizable outdoor
retreat with a heated swimming pool, a spa, and a poolhouse with
 an additional half bath. You will be within walking distance of
.~ Hillview Middle (API 950), while other terrific schools nearby
IlI include Oak Knoll Elementary (API 961) and Menlo-Atherton
\ High (buyer to verify eligibility).
- For video tour & more photos, please visit:
H www.1199NorthLemon.com

Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm
| Complimentary
deleon Ken Deleon Michael Repka Lunch & Lattes

CalBRE #01342140 CalBRE #01854880

650.488.7325 | info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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B EDITORIAL
THE OPINION OF THE VOICE

Will taxpayers dig deeper for the schools?

he need for the Mountain View Whisman School

District to renew its parcel tax, which supple-

ments the district’s budget by nearly $2.9 million
annually, is indisputable, and the school board is almost
certain to ask voters to support a tax measure in a spe-
cial election next May. The biggest question facing board
members between now and January, when it has to final-
ize a ballot measure, is how much more money they will
ask district property owners for to fund high-priority
programs and a level of teacher compensation that might
help ease a teacher shortage of great concern.

Although a number of school community members
argue for the need to increase revenue generated by the
tax, the district faces some hurdles if it decides to do so.

Some residents are already grumbling over an unfor-
tunate aspect of a parcel tax renewal that would boost
the tax for most people, even if the district decides
to retain the $2.9 million goal of revenue generation.
That’s because, thanks to a recent court ruling, the dis-
trict will have to abandon its current tiered tax system,
where owners of larger parcels pay a higher tax, in favor
of a flat tax. That means that, if the district adjusts the
tax in a way that ensures the same amount of annual tax
revenue, homeowners who now pay $127 per year will

pay $64 more.

While it’s understandable that small-parcel owners
would bristle at the thought of paying more even as
larger property owners would pay less, voters need to
remember that the change is a legal mandate and out
of the district’s control. And it’s certainly out of the
control of the kids who would be affected by a funding-

related hit to their schools.

Another challenge arises from the community’s lack
of confidence in the district’s school board, according
to a poll paid for by the district to gauge support for tax

renewal and the level of taxation. The poll showed that
only one-third of respondents believe the board is doing
an excellent or good job. Will a school community that’s
so dissatisfied with what many see as a dysfunctional
board be willing to reach deeper into their pockets to
support the schools the board oversees? We think the
typical voter will — after all, there will be opportunities
over the eight-year life of the tax to replace ineffective
school board members at the polls.

The parcel tax has been essential to controlling class
size, providing music and arts programs, and sup-
porting English-language learners. These programs
have been important to voters in the past, who easily
approved the current tax.

Three-quarters of the participants in the recent poll
said that adequate teacher compensation is a high prior-
ity — not a surprise given the district’s struggle to fill
vacant teaching positions. About 55 teachers left the dis-
trict at the end of last school year, and school officials
have turned to retired teachers, teachers with intern
credentials, and hiring substitutes on a long-term basis
just to meet demands this school year. The relatively low
salaries for district teachers contribute to the difficulty
of recruiting new faculty at a time of a dwindling pool
of job candidates.

Raising salaries will be necessary for hiring new, fully cre-
dentialed teachers and retaining those already here. But
that’s going to take a higher level of revenue if classroom
programs, including those supported by the current tax, are
to remain intact. The board is right to be cautious when
deciding on the tax rate it should put before voters. But poll
results indicate that a modest increase would be supported.
Considering what’s at stake, the board should state its
strong case for an increase, and voters should show they
value the education of children in our community. &

B LETTERS
VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY

JUST SAY 'NO’ TO
DEVELOPER SUBSIDIES

Mountain View has some
land on Hope Street it would
like developed, the complica-
tion being that the space is
now used for parking, so the
city has set some rational
constraints on development
— i.e., provide as much free
public parking as currently
exists.

We currently have two pro-
posals to build hotels on this
site, but both want significant
subsidies from the city of

October 9, 2015

Mountain View. What hap-
pened to free enterprise here?
Why should the city provide
subsidies of sort to a private,
for-profit corporation seeking
to build on city property? If
they can’t make a decent profit
playing by the rules the city
has set, too bad!

There’s absolutely no sense
in the city giving subsidies
to developers in exchange for
some mythical future benefits,
that may or may not material-

» Continued on next page
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ize. If someone wants to build
a hotel on the city land on
Hope Street, they can build it
within the zoning and restric-
tions for the property, and let
them figure out how to make a
profit on it.

Keep the city out of
this — Mountain View doesn’t
need to be in the business of
providing tax breaks, or sub-
sidies, or exemptions from
zoning or planning rules to
developers in exchange for
hypothetical future benefits.
David Lewis
Oak Street

DISTRICT PREPARING
FOR WINTER RAINS

In preparation for the win-
ter months, the Santa Clara
Valley Water District takes
measures each year to keep
streams flowing even during
heavy storms. Between June and
October, water district crews
perform major stream main-
tenance activities such as sedi-
ment removal, vegetation man-
agement, protection of stream
banks, and levee repairs.

Minor activities also have
an impact on a stream’s flow
and can include trash removal,
fence and access repair, main-
taining sites that have been
replanted, and preserving trees
in a watershed.

Why is this important?
Removing sediment from
streams, managing the plants
and trees in and around them,
and removing trash help the
streams maintain their flow,
so when it does rain, water is
able to move downstream and
is less likely to back up and
spill over the banks causing
flooding and damage. Stabi-

What's
on your
mind?

From City Hall politics
and the schools to trans-
portation and other press-
ing issues, the Voice aims
to keep readers informed
about their community.
But we also want to hear
from you.

Tell us what’s on your
mind by sending your let-
ters to letters@MV-Voice.
com. Or snail-mail them
to: Mountain View Voice,
P.O Box 405, Mountain
View, CA 94042.

lizing banks helps counteract
the effects of erosion that can
damage creekside properties.

Stream maintenance work
also creates more natural
conditions for fish, plants
and wildlife, and enhances
the ecosystem.

If you have observed a prob-
lem in any creek in our service
area, you can report it to our
Access Valley Water online
customer request and infor-
mation system, at tinyurl.
com/SCVwaterl5.

people who live near creeks have
reported potential problems that
we have been able to address
before the winter rains. This
summer, our crews removed
hazardous trees and branches in
or near Adobe, Hale, Los Gatos
and Permanente creeks after
neighbors reported them.

If you notice something
blocking a stream during a
storm, call our flood hotline
at 408-630-2650.

Gary Kremen, chair

Santa Clara Valley Water

We are grateful that many District board

City Council Study Session
and Community Meeting
on Rental Housing

The City Council will hear presentations and public
testimony, then discuss possible rent relief options to
address rental housing issues. Members of the public
are invited to attend.

Monday, October 19, 2015
6:00 p.m.

Senior Center Social Hall
266 Escuela Avenue
Mountain View, CA 94040

For more information,
call (650) 903-6379

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

Stories Matter: How is
To Kill a Mockingbird Relevant Today?

A Community Conversation with Margaret Stohl,
Lalita Tademy, and Isabel Wilkerson

Presented by Facing History and Ourselves and
The Alistate Foundation

7-9 PM | Doors will open at 6:30 PM
Microsoft Silicon Valley, Building 1
1065 La Avenida Street, Mountain View

OCTOBER

19

MONDAY

This is a free event, but an RSVP is required. For more
information or to RSVP, please visit facinghistory.org/
CommunityConversations or call 510.786.2500 x226.
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O YL VOICE weekly €y

Foundation

Inspirations
a guide to the spiritual community

Los ALtos LUTHERAN

To include your
Church in
Inspirations
Please call
Blanca Yoc

at 650-223-6596
or email

Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All

Children’s Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:10 Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012
www.losaltoslutheran.org

byoc@paweekly.com

MounTaiN ViEw CeNTRAL SEVENTH-DAY AbvenTisT CHURCH

Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Services: Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Study Groups: 10-11 a.m.

Pastor Kenny Fraser, B.A.M. DIV

1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View - Office Hrs. M-F 9am-1pm
www.mtviewda.adventistfaith.org Phone: 650-967-2189

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685

Publication Title: Mountain View Voice
Publication Number: 2-560

Filing Date: October 1, 2015

Issue Frequency: Weekly

Number of Issues Published Annually: 52
Annual Subscription Price: $60.00 / 1 Year

Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto,
Santa Clara County, CA 94306-1507

8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of Publisher: 450
Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, Santa Clara County, CA 94306-1507

9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor:
Publisher: William Johnson, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, Santa Clara County, CA 94306-1507
Editor: Andrea Gemmet, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, Santa Clara County, CA 94306-1507
Managing Editor: Renee Batti, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, Santa Clara County, CA 94306-1507

10. Stockholders Owning 1% or more of the Total Amount of Stock: William Johnson & Teresa
Lobdell, Trustees, Palo Alto, CA; Jean & Dexter Dawes, Palo Alto, CA; Shirley Ely, Trustee,
Palo Alto, CA; Franklin Johnson Jr., Palo Alto, CA; Marion Lewenstein, Trustee, Palo Alto
CA; Helen Pickering, Trustee, Palo Alto, CA; Jeanne Ware, Palo Alto, CA; Catherine Spitters
Keyani, Palo Alto, CA; Margaret Haneberg, San Luis Obispo, CA; Jerome Elkind, Portola
Valley, CA; Anthony Sloss, Trustee, Santa Cruz, CA; Derek van Bronkhorst, Corvallis, OR;
Mary Spitters Casey, Campbell, CA; Peter Spitters, Campbell, CA; Laurence Spitters, San
Jose, CA; Jon van Bronkhorst, Redwood City, CA; Kort van Bronkhorst, Napa, CA; Nancy
Eaton, Sausalito, CA; John Spitters, Danville, CA; Thomas Spitters, Los Altos, CA; Karen
Sloss, Bellingham, WA; Christopher Spitters, Seattle, WA; Elizabeth Sloss, Seattle, WA..

11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding 1% or More of
Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages or Other Securities: None

NV kW =

13. Publication Title: Mountain View Voice
14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: September 25, 2015
15. Extent and Nature of Circulation

Average No. of No. of Copies
Copies Each Issue of Single
During Preceding Issue Nearest to
12 Months Filing Date

A. Total Number of Copies (Net press run) 16,000 16,000
B. Legitimate Paid and/or Requested Distribution
B1. Outside County Paid/Requested Mail Subscriptions 26 27
B2. In-County Paid/Requested Mail Subscriptions 6,234 6,198
B3. Sales Through Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter Sales,
and Other Paid or Requested Distribution Outside USPS 3,732 3,785
B4. Requested Copies Distributed by Other Mail Classes
Through the USPS 0 0
C. Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation 9,991 10,010
D1. Outside County Nonrequested Copies 0 0
D2. In-County Nonrequested Copies 526 499
D3. Nonrequested Copies Distributed Through the USPS
by Other Classes of Mail 0 0
D4. Nonrequested Copies Distributed Outside the Mail 4,111 4,113
E. Total Nonrequested Distribution 4,637 4,612
F. Total Distribution 14,629 14,622
G. Copies not Distributed 1,371 1,378
H. Total 16,000 16,000
1. Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation

68.30% 68.46%

17. Publication of Statement of Ownership for a Requester Publication is required and will be
printed in the October 9, 2015 issue of this publication.

18. I certify that the information furnished on this form is true and complete.
Michael I. Naar, Treasurer, Embarcadero Media

October 9, 2015 ™ Mountain View Voice M MountainViewOnline.com M 31



1523 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto

Custom-Built Residence Offers Stunning Features

You will have no shortage of entertainment options within this immaculate 4 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home of 3,309 sq. ft. (per
county) that sits on a lot of 9,225 sq. ft. (per city). Highly customized and beautifully appointed, the fresh, free-flowing interior
showcases open living areas that connect to the fantastic rear terrace by a wall of folding glass to enable seamless indoor/outdoor
living. The expertly planned layout includes a main level designed to be handicap-accessible while featuring a professional-grade
designer kitchen, two offices, and a sophisticated master suite. Extraordinary touches like Brazilian hardwood floors, a cutting-edge
LED lighting system, whole-house wiring, and striking custom cabinetry accent the remarkable interior, which is perfectly sized for
large-scale gatherings. With easy access to Stanford University and Palo Alto Golf Course, this home’s ultra-modern blend of style
and convenience is simply unmatched. Duveneck Elementary (API 956) is within walking distance, while other excellent schools
nearby include Jordan Middle (API 934) and Palo Alto High (API 905) (buyer to verify eligibility).

For video tour & more photos, please visit:
www.1523Hamilton.com
Offered at $4,988,000

Saturday & Sunday Lunch, Lattes,

OPEN HOUSE 1:00 - 5:00 & Jazz

650.488.7325 | michaelr@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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