
By Kevin Forestieri

S
anta Clara Valley Water 
District board members 
agreed last week to sign 

onto a county-wide effort to 
reduce homelessness in Santa 
Clara County, which could 
include housing homeless peo-
ple on district-owned land.
 The regional water district 
may seem like an unlikely ally 
in the effort to shore up housing 
for the roughly 6,500 home-
less people in the county. But 
encampments and trash pile-
ups along several creeks and 
waterways have posed a chron-
ic health and safety problem 
that drains the water district’s 
resources, offi-
cials say.

Over the last 
four years, the 
water district 
has cranked up 
efforts to dis-
mantle home-
less camps 
along water-
ways through 
its cleanup 
program. In 
the 2015 fiscal 
year, water dis-
trict staff collected 1,209 tons of 
trash from encampments, more 
than the last two years com-
bined. Costs for cleanup over 
the last three years has totaled 
nearly $2.7 million, which has 
been funded by the district’s 
2012 Measure B parcel tax.

The decision by board mem-
bers to work with county offi-
cials and housing agencies like 
Destination: Home could mark 
a big change of pace for the 
district, which has been focused 
on tearing down creekside 
encampments rather than on 
providing homeless services. 

This has resulted in an adver-
sarial relationship between 
district staff and the homeless 
people living on water district 
property.
 At the Jan. 26 board meet-
ing, Liz Bettencourt, president 
of one of the district’s three 
employee associations, said 
conditions along the creeks 
have “deteriorated at a crazy 
rampant rate,” and the threat of 
violence employees face when 
cleaning out homeless encamp-
ments is a big concern. Betten-
court urged the board to con-
sider added safety measures for 
district staff, including bullet-
proof vests and assistance from 

the county 
sheriff ’s office, 
during clean-
up operations.
Robert Agu-
irre, who is no 
longer home-
less but who 
used to live 
in the infa-
mous “Jungle”  
enca mpment 
in San Jose, 
said the water 
district has 

largely done a bad job working 
with the creekside homeless 
population. When district staff 
come in to clean out encamp-
ments, Aguirre said there’s no 
opportunity for the homeless to 
separate their belongings, and 
that one person had a backpack 
physically taken off by a district 
staff member and thrown into a 
trash compactor.
 “If you continue harassing 
the people who are homeless, 
they are going to continue to 
harass you back,” Aguirre said, 

By Kevin Forestieri

S
teve Nelson, a controversial 
member of the Mountain 
View Whisman School Dis-

trict board, told the Voice in an 
email Tuesday that he would not 

be seeking re-election in Novem-
ber. He cited “poor” communi-
cation as a reason for stepping 
down at the end of his first term.

Nelson has often been an 
adversarial figure in the district. 
Elected in 2012, he has frequently 

challenged fellow trustees and 
district staff in arguments during 
board meetings, and is often the 
lone “no” vote. Nelson said his 
actions on the board have steered 

MICHELLE LE

Anirudh, a student programmer on the Graham Middle School robotics team, shows a model of 
furniture that could be made from plastic beads collected from a trash-clearing robot.
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Controversial board member  
will not seek re-election

STEVE NELSON SAYS HE WON’T RUN FOR SECOND TERM  
ON MOUNTAIN VIEW WHISMAN SCHOOL BOARD 
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Fine dining, 
with a few 
quirks
WEEKEND | 18

New take on creekside 
encampments

WATER DISTRICT TO EXPLORE HOUSING HOMELESS, 
RATHER THAN ROUSTING THEM

 See BOARD MEMBER, page 9  See ENCAMPMENTS, page 8

‘There are many 

homeless who ... are 

still living within 

200 yards of their 

original campsite.’
 RICHARD MCMURTRY, SANTA CLARA 

COUNTY CREEK COALITION

By Kevin Forestieri

A
utomated vehicles are 
all the rage in Silicon 
Valley, as Google and 

other prominent tech com-
panies work on developing 
self-driving cars. And students 
at both of Mountain View’s 

middle schools have followed 
suit, albeit on a smaller scale.

For the last five months, Crit-
tenden and Graham Middle 
School students have spent 
countless hours engineering, 
tinkering and troubleshoot-
ing to create a robot that can 
push, pull, demolish and carry 

objects, all without the use of a 
remote control.

Both school have a team 
participating in this year’s First 
Lego League Challenge, where 
students are tasked with build-
ing a robot made up only of 

Robotics season kicks into high gear
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS SPEND MONTHS PERFECTING AUTOMATED ROBOTS

 See ROBOTICS, page 7
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Alain Pinel Realtors

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinel

See it all at

APR.COM
Los Altos Office  650.941.1111

208 Lyell Street  |  4bd/4ba
Tim Anderson  |  650.941.1111

LOS ALTOS    $4,295,000

1924 Somerset Court  |  4bd/2.5ba
Jeff Stricker & Steve TenBroeck  |  650.941.1111

LOS ALTOS    $2,398,000

38 Woods Lane  |  2bd/2ba
Shirley Bailey  |  650.941.1111

LOS ALTOS    $1,250,000   

293 Sleeper Avenue  |  5bd/4.5ba
Tiger & Cindy Teerlink  |  408.741.1111

MOUNTAIN VIEW    $3,495,000

1 W. Edith Avenue, Unit B108  |  2bd/2ba
Carolyn Botts  |  650.941.1111

LOS ALTOS    $1,595,000

1940 Mountain Vernon Court, Unit 11  |  1bd/1ba
Barbara Williams  |  650.941.1111

MOUNTAIN VIEW    $498,000

27633 Via Cerro Gordo  |  4bd/3ba
Judy Bogard-Tanigami  |  650.941.1111

LOS ALTOS HILLS    $3,795,000

458 Purisima Avenue  |  5bd/3ba
D. Monroe/V. Smith  |  650.941.1111

SUNNYVALE    $1,675,000

301 Cypress Point Drive  |  3bd/2ba
Laura McCarthy  |  650.941.1111

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

MOUNTAIN VIEW    $1,098,000

HOME STARTS HERE
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www.SmilesDental.com  |  650.231.4010

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View ( Corner of El Camino & Calderon )

DO YOU HAVE 
UNCOMPLETED 
DENTAL WORK? 
ARE YOU PAST DUE 
FOR YOUR DENTAL 
CLEANING?  

YOUR DENTAL BENEFITS, FLEXIBLE SPENDING, AND HEALTH SAVINGS PLANS 
HAVE RENEWED. SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY 650-231-4010!

Dr. Hall • Dr. Chan • Dr. Chou • Dr. van den Berg • Dr. Phan  

BENEFIT PREMIUMS

A $597 VALUE PLUS YOU WILL SAVE ON  
DISCOUNTED TREATMENT.

Per Person  
Per Year

HHHHAAAAVVVVEEEE RRRREEEENNNNEEEEWWWWEEEEDDDD.. SSSSCCCCHHHHEEEEDDDDUUUULLLLEEEE YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR  AAAPPPOIN

BBBBBBBEBBBENo Dental Insurance? 
No Problem!
Introducing Smiles Dental 
Membership Program.

NEW YEAR, NEW SMILE, NEW YOU!

Learn More About Our Membership Program • www.SmilesDentalMembership.com

$299
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Leghorn StMiddlefield Old Middlefield

Approved
Auto Repair

2526 Leghorn Street, Mountain View
650-968-5202 | Autoworks.com

Hours: Mon – Fri 7:30 am - 12:30 pm, 1:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Larry’s knows Volkswagens.
You know you are dealing 
with experts when …

  Technicians receive over 40 hours  

 

 
for 3 years/ 36,000 miles —  

  Each technician is a specialist  
on the vehicle they service.

be a customer.”
– Anne H. from Los Altos

“ Excellent service at a reasonable price. 

help you reach your goal within the limits 

– Phil R. from Mountain View
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Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
will return.

A  +  E  B R I E F S

‘FUR, FINS AND FEATHERS’
The works of students and fac-

ulty from the Community School 
of Music and Arts’ Art4Schools 
Program will be on display at an 
annual art exhibit in the Moun-
tain View City Hall Rotunda, 500 
Castro St., through Feb. 26, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The free exhibition 
features over 500 pieces of artwork 
(based on the “fur, fins and feath-
ers” theme) from more than 20 
local elementary schools. Go to 
arts4all.org/study/cityshow.htm.

‘WHITE POWER: A 
COMEDY’

Thao P. Nguyen’s new solo 
show, “White Power: A Comedy,” 
will be showing at Stanford Uni-
versity’s Nitery Theater, Thursday 
through Saturday, Feb. 4-6 at 7 
p.m. The free show,  presented by 
Stanford Theater & Performance 
Studies Graduate Student Reper-
tory, tackles the issue of “cultural 
appropriation” with storytelling 
and slapstick humor. Nguyen 
began a doctoral program in the 
Theater and Performance Studies 
at Stanford in the fall of 2014. Her 
performance will be showing in a 
double feature with “The House 
on Mango Street,” a theatrical 
adaptation of Sandra Cisneros’ 
novel. Go to thaosolo.com.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH GRIFFIN

Thao P. Nguyen’s new solo 
show, “White Power: A Comedy,” 
will be showing at Stanford 
University’s Nitery Theater.

SCHOOL AUTHOR & 
ILLUSTRATOR FAIR

The winners of the Orion 
School’s Author and Illustrator 
Contest (who are featured in a 
book available on Amazon) will 
present their works at the school’s 
14th annual Author & Illustrator 
Fair on Saturday, Feb. 6, at the 
school, 815 Allerton St., Redwood 
City. The fair is free but there will 
be food, coffee and books for pur-
chase, with all sales benefiting the 
school’s library. There will also be 
activities for kids. Go to rcsd.k12.
ca.us/domain/626.

‘WE ARE IN A PLAY’
 Parents and local kids are likely 
familiar with the work of Mo 
Willems, the author/illustrator 
of critically acclaimed animated 
shows and beloved children’s lit-
erature, including “Don’t Let The 
Pigeon Drive the Bus.” Willems’ 
“Elephant & Piggie” series, which 
follows best friends Gerald and 
Piggie, is now playing at the Palo 
Alto Children’s Theatre in the 
form of “Elephant & Piggie’s ‘We 
Are In A Play!’” The show runs 
through Feb. 14 at 1305 Middle-
field Road, Palo Alto. Tickets are 
$12-$14. Go to fopact.org.

PHOTO BY TINA CASE

Vicki Graff and Bill Olson as 
Piggie and Gerald the Elephant at 
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre.

YANN MARTEL IN 
CONVERSATION WITH 
TAMIM ANSARY
 The author of the bestselling 
novel, “Life of Pi,” Yann Martel 
will be at Kepler’s in Menlo 
Park on Wednesday, Feb. 10, to 
talk about his new novel. “The 
High Mountains of Portugal” 
takes readers on a mesmerizing 
journey through the last cen-
tury. Martel will be interviewed 
by Afghan-American author 
Tamim Ansary. The discus-
sion starts at 7:30 p.m. Kepler’s 
is located at 1010 El Camino 
Real. Go to keplers.com/event/
premier-event-yann-martel.

SEEING RED
 To celebrate Valentine’s Day, 
Los Alto’s Gallery 9 is show-
casing different artwork by 30 
local artists, focusing on the 
symbolic meaning of the color 
red.  The free exhibit, appro-
priately titled “Red,” features 
a variety of media, including 
painting, photography, sculp-
ture, printmaking, jewelry and 
ceramics, and will be on display 
for the entire month of Febru-
ary, Tuesday through Saturday, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 
from noon to 4 p.m. Gallery 9 
is located at 143 Main St. Go to 
gallery9losaltos.com.

—My Nguyen

SEE MORE 
ONLINE

MountainViewOnline.com
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LocalNews

ATTEMPTED FIGHT WITH OFFICER
A transient man was arrested in Mountain View after he alleg-

edly ignored a police officer and then attempted to start a fight 
with him.

The officer spotted the man, 35-year-old Hans Wanlass, lurking 
around a business on the 800 block of Miramonte Avenue after 
2 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 1. Wanlass allegedly ignored the officer’s 
attempts to talk to him and tried to walk away, according to police 
spokeswoman Leslie Hardie.

When the officer confronted Wanlass and repeatedly asked him 
to stop, Wanlass allegedly yelled at him and attempted to get the 
officer to fight him, Hardie said.

The officer detained Wanless, who continued to yell at the 
officer and broke away several times, Hardie said. Wanlass was 
eventually arrested on charges of prowling and resisting an offi-
cer. He was booked into Santa Clara County Main Jail.

PACKAGE THEFT ARREST
Mountain View police arrested a San Jose man last week after 

an officer allegedly found several stolen packages inside his car 
during a traffic stop.

The officer pulled over 29-year-old Brian Phillips on Jan. 26 at 
the intersection of Gretel Lane and Cuesta Drive because of an 
expired car registration tag, police said. During the stop, Phillips 
allegedly told the officer that he was making a delivery for a local 
company.

The officer searched the car and found several packages and 
shipping receipts that did not belong to Phillips, all of which 
were allegedly stolen property from people living in San Jose and 
Cupertino, police said.

Following the traffic stop, Mountain View police contacted 
the original recipients of the packages, who confirmed that their 
packages had gone missing.

Phillips was arrested on charges of possession of stolen property.

ATTEMPTED MURDER
Police are reporting that there was an attempted murder in 

Mountain View over the weekend, according to the police blotter.
The website CrimeReports shows there was an attempted 

murder reported at the intersection of Leong Drive and Moffett 
Boulevard on Saturday, Jan. 30, at around 8:40 p.m. The blotter 
shows there was no arrest.

Police declined to release any information on the incident, 
pending an investigation.

—Kevin Forestieri

AUTO BURGLARY
800 block W. Middlefield Rd., 1/27
200 block Franklin St., 1/27
200 block Franklin St., 1/27
200 block Franklin St., 1/27
200 block Franklin St., 1/27
Bryan St. & Mercy St., 1/27
Bryan St. & Mercy St., 1/27
200 block View St., 1/28
200 block View St., 1/28
200 block View St., 1/28
1100 block N. Rengstorff Av., 1/28
500 block W. Middlefield Rd., 1/28
100 block Calderon Av., 1/29
2500 block W. El Camino Real

BATTERY
500 block Escuela Av., 1/30

BRANDISHING A WEAPON
1200 block W. El Camino Real, 1/28

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
800 block W. El Camino Real, 1/29

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
200 block Cypress Point Dr., 1/28
100 block Martens Av., 1/30

STOLEN VEHICLE
Central Expy. & Stevens Creek Trail, 2/1
600 block Tyrella Av., 2/1

THREATENING A POLICE 
OFFICER
W. El Camino Real & S. Shoreline Blvd., 
2/1

VANDALISM
600 block Rainbow Dr., 1/28
300 block Ortega Av., 2/1
1 block Gladys Av., 2/2
1 block Pioneer Way, 2/2

C R I M E B R I E F S
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650-948-0881

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos66 N

Open Daily
8am-7pm

Prices Effective
2/3 thru 2/9

Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com
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BABY 
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GREEN
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 Healthy Teeth and Gums 
  That Last a Lifetime!

Don’t Wait! Call 650.969.6077  
for your appointment today! 2014

•  Voted Best Dentist 2014 
and 2015

•  Experienced and Gentle 
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

•  Caring Treatment that 
Focuses on  
Your Comfort

•  New Patients Welcome!

• Free Consultations and 
Second Opinions

• Saturday Appointments 
Available

Conveniently located in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B Mountain View 94041 
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

650.969.6077
dentalfabulous.com

Fresh news  
delivered daily

Sign up today at  

MountainViewOnline.com
Today’s local news & hot picks
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By Mark Noack

T
he Mountain View 
RotaCare is closing down. 
The board of El Camino 

Healthcare District signed a new 
deal to finance the MayView 
Community Health Center to 
serve as the region’s main medi-
cal facility for the uninsured. 
 At the Jan. 19 meeting, district 
board members agreed to pro-
vide the MayView clinic with 
$2.4 million over 
the next four years 
so that it can han-
dle the low-income 
patients transfer-
ring from the 
RotaCare housed 
on El Camino 
Hospital’s Moun-
tain View campus. 
Under the plan, 
RotaCare would be 
phased out in May 
or June. 
 Hospital officials said the 
switch to MayView was ulti-
mately in the patients’ best inter-
est. Speaking to the healthcare 
board, hospital vice president 
Cecile Currier said MayView 
could provide prenatal and 
chronic disease services, whereas 
RotaCare was never intended for 
ongoing care. 
 “We’re doing our very best 
to make this as easy as possible 
for the patients and staff,” she 
said. “We feel that pooling our 
resources with a well-established 
and effective clinic in the long 

term is a solid move.” 
 Since December, El Cami-
no Hospital officials have sent 
mixed signals about their plans 
for the RotaCare clinic, which 
is largely staffed by volunteers. 
At the start of January, officials 
hinted at an imminent closure 
while informing more than 200 
volunteers their services would 
no longer be needed.  At the 
time, hospital officials said the 
closure was temporary due to a 

sudden shortage in 
mandatory paid 
staffing. The clinic 
reopened a couple 
weeks later with a 
skeleton crew. 
 While pledging 
to keep RotaCare 
open for an indefi-
nite period, El 
Camino officials did 
make the case that 
closing it would be 

a sensible move. The clinic was 
serving only a fraction of the 
patients it had in past years, since 
many low-income residents were 
leaving Silicon Valley or now 
had health insurance due to the 
Affordable Care Act. 
 Presented with the plan, some 
district board members showed 
some reluctance. Staff members 
gave assurances that they would 
implement an outreach and tran-
sition plan in the coming months 
to inform the community about 
the change. 

MICHELLE LE

A proposed mini-park was criticized as a step backward for local open space due to restrictions on 
bicycles. 

El Camino to close 
free RotaCare Clinic

PATIENTS TO TRANSFER TO MAYVIEW CLINIC BY THIS 
SUMMER UNDER HEALTHCARE DISTRICT’S PLAN

By Mark Noack

A 
tangle of restrictions 
and costs led many at 
Tuesday’s City Council 

meeting to denounce plans for 
a new mini-park near Fayette 
Drive. 
 The site for the future park is 
a vacant cracked asphalt stretch 
between El Camino Real and 
Fayette Drive, just west of the 
San Antonio CVS drugstore. 
City officials have long envi-
sioned using the property as 
a passive-use park and trail, 
but the narrow corridor is cur-
rently fenced off to the public 
by its owner, the San Francisco 

Public Utilities Commission 
(SFPUC), due to underground 
water pipes from the Hetch 
Hetchy aqueduct. Mountain 
View receives 90 percent of its 
water from SFPUC.
 Mountain View agreed to a 
number of concessions under 
a proposed deal with the util-
ity, which took about three 
years to negotiate. The terms 
bar city workers from plant-
ing any trees at the park, and  
obligate the city to remove doz-
ens more trees along SFPUC 
land in Mountain View. City 
officials would also agree to 
shoulder the water district’s 
liabilities, maintenance costs 

and property taxes for the new 
park, as well as for seven other 
utility-owned properties in the 
city. But what really infuriated 
the council and the public was 
an ironclad restriction barring 
any bicycles from the future 
park. 
 Many pointed out this rule 
flew in the face of the united 
efforts by Bay Area agencies to 
encourage bike riding, and it 
ruined one of the city’s main 
goals for the mini-park. 
 “This is a travesty,” blasted 
local resident Greg Unangst at 
the Feb. 2 meeting. “We have a 

By Kevin Forestieri

L
ast month, Santa Clara 
Valley Water District board 
members announced that 

CEO Beau Goldie would be step-
ping down from the top position 
of the South Bay’s regional water 
agency. But the so-called resigna-
tion came with the kind of hefty 
paycheck normally associated 
with an involuntary termination.
 Goldie received a payout that 

included six months of his salary, 
or $152,630, as well as $84,093 for 
accumulated vacation time and 
$35,222 for sick time. His total 
severance package added up to 
about $278,100.
 Although board president 
Barbara Keegan announced on 
Jan. 14 that Goldie was resign-
ing and retiring, his contract 
states that he would be entitled 
to six months of pay only for 
termination without cause. In 

other words, the board had to 
fire Goldie for him to be entitled 
to the payout.
 It turns out that there’s a clause 
included in Goldie’s original 
CEO contract from 2009 that 
states that he can choose to 
resign after the board decides to 
fire him in closed session. Goldie 
would be able to retain the sever-
ance package by going this route, 
according to the contract.
 Keegan said the board careful-

ly followed the requirements laid 
out in Goldie’s original contract, 
and awarded him a severance 
package consistent with what 
they had to give him.
 The board had a series of 
closed-session meetings over 
several months discussing the 
CEO’s performance, following a 
number of controversies involv-
ing Goldie’s leadership last year. 
Emails written by district staff 
and published by San Jose Inside 

last year raised red flags that the 
water district may have been 
charged by a contractor for work 
that had not been performed.
 The outside contractor in ques-
tion, RMC Water and Environ-
ment, had billed the district for 
$350,000 for work that was not 
performed on a project it was 
hired to do several years ago, 
according to the email. The con-

A city park that bans bikes and trees? 
SF UTILITY IMPOSES ODD RULES FOR PROPOSED MV PARK

Water district CEO departure prompts ‘termination’ payout
CONTRACT ALLOWS BOARD TO FIRE BEAU GOLDIE AND CALL IT A RESIGNATION

 See CITY PARK, page 10

 See PAYOUT, page 9

 See ROTACARE, page 14

‘I think this 

sends the wrong 

message to the 

community.’
BOARD MEMBER  

DENNIS CHIU
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• Prepare a family emergency plan and emergency kit for your 
home and your car.

• Learn the best route to high ground to avoid floodwaters.

• Don’t walk or drive in flooded areas. Six inches of moving 
water can make you fall. And a foot of water will cause 
vehicles to float away. 

For more flood safety tips, text the word WATER to 84444,
or visit valleywater.org.

Coyote Creek, San Jose
January 26, 1997

Prepare with tips from the 
Santa Clara Valley Water District Most homeowner’s and renters insurance do 

not cover flood damage; and typically there 
is a 30 day waiting period for a policy to 
go into effect.
 
Don’t wait for the damage to happen. Plan 
ahead to keep your family and property 
safe from the risk of flooding. 

Over a third of all California flood
insurance claims since 1978 are 
from the last two El Niño events ofnts of
1982-83 and 1997-98.

EL NIÑO

Are you flood-safe?

is here.

LocalNews

By Kevin Forestieri

T
he Santa Clara Valley 
Water District has put off 
a decision on whether to 

work with a controversial firm 
to kick off work on a $800 mil-
lion recycled water program.

The firm, RMC Water and 
Environment, has been a light-
ning rod of controversy for 
the district. The firm was paid 
significantly more than its con-
tracted fee when the cost of its 
work on the Lower Silver Creek 
Flood Protection Project bal-
looned from $375,000 to $1.7 
million because of reportedly 
unforeseen costs. This shifted 
money from other needed creek 
projects to RMC’s project, leav-
ing district staff to complete the 
remaining work.

Concerns that there may 
have been water district book-
keeping problems, and the 
possibility of fraudulent bill-
ing by RMC, prompted the 
Santa Clara County District 
Attorney’s Office to launch an 
investigation in September. The 
DA’s office subsequently “found 

nothing that warranted further 
investigation,” Sean Webby, 
public communications office, 
said this week.

Adding to the concerns, one 
of the district’s top staffers, 
Melanie Richardson, is mar-
ried to RMC co-owner Tom 
Richardson, creating a potential 
conflict of interest. 

Last week, when district staff 
asked the board to approve a 
$4.9 million contract with RMC 
for preliminary engineering 
work on the district’s recycled 
water program last week, some 
board members balked. RMC 
was the only company to submit 
a proposal, and did not have to 
compete with other firms for 
the contract, according to the 
staff report.

Board President Barbara 
Keegan said she was uncom-
fortable with the choice of 
RMC, and that district staff 
should have let the board know 
earlier that they received only 
RMC’s proposal for the work. 
It’s always a concern when 
there’s no competition for con-
tracts, she said, but in this case 

it’s even more troubling because 
of the ongoing questions with 
RMC’s earlier work with the 
water district.

“I’m not impugning (RMC), 
but we need to demonstrate that 
we are above reproach,” Keegan 
said.

Board member Gary Kre-
men also opposed approving 
the contract, calling it a “de 
facto sole-source” contract with 
RMC, and saying it would 
be particularly troubling for 
the board to approve the con-
tract while also calling for an 
independent investigation into 
RMC’s billing history with the 
water district, which the board 
did last fall.

“Given the sensitivity and 
how prudent we need to be 
around this project ... I would 

like to get this re-bid,” Kremen 
said.

In November, six firms 
attended a pre-proposal meet-
ing for the engineering work, 
but only RMC followed through 
with a proposal. When water 
district staff asked the other 
firms why they opted out, one 
company’s representative said 
officials of the firm believed 
RMC was “well-positioned” to 
get the job, and they wouldn’t 
have much of a chance to win 
the contract, according to a staff 
report.

The fact that staff had the 
foresight to ask why other firms 
dropped out was enough for 
board member Linda LeZotte, 
who said she had confidence 
in staff ’s decision to hire RMC. 
She said the companies that 

opted out did so because of 
business decisions that the 
board shouldn’t be questioning 
when considering the contract.

Other board members, 
including Dick Santos and John 
Varela, were undecided on what 
to do. The recycled water pro-
gram was to be an expedited 
project in response to the severe 
drought. But going through a 
new bidding process could take 
months if more companies sub-
mit proposals.

Board member Tony 
Estremera moved to delay the 
decision on what to do, saying 
the board needs to come to a 
consensus instead of allowing 
early work on the program to be 
shrouded in controversy.

“The thing that troubles me 
is you need the board’s support 
for spending a couple billion 
dollars,” he said. “If you don’t 
have the board’s support, it 
doesn’t matter how we do it. It’s 
not going to get done right 
(and) it’s not going to get done 
(quickly).” V
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BOARD MEMBERS CALL FOR A NEW BIDDING PROCESS AFTER ONLY ONE COMPANY SUBMITS A PROPOSAL

‘I’m not impugning (RMC), but we need to 

demonstrate that we are above reproach.’
BARBARA KEEGAN, SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT BOARD MEMBER
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Lego pieces. Students program 
the robot with a basic coding 
language similar to Scratch in 
order to get it to turn and move in 
very precise ways on a 4-foot-by-
8-foot game board to complete 12 
“missions.”

David Richardson, a Crit-
tenden student on the robotics 
team, said it’s been tough to 
program some of the harder 
missions, which require a ton of 
actions that all have to be done 
successfully. Any slip up along 
the way can cause the robot to 
slam into a wall, get lodged on 
an object or flip over, botching 
the mission entirely.

The challenge, David said, is 
that they can’t just tell the robot 
what to do in plain English — it 
all has to be done through coded 
commands based on measurable 
things like wheel rotations.

“It’s hard to do,” David said. 

“It’s not like, ‘tell the robot what 
to do,’ it’s not like Siri.”

Charles Federmann, the robot-
ics and engineering teacher at 
Crittenden, said students have 
been spending hours on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and even 
Saturdays, coming in and doing 
trials with the robot. He said 
students have to constantly trou-
bleshoot and diagnose problems 
when things go wrong, and 
meticulously scan for any prob-
lems. If the wheels are off center, 
the pre-set commands students 
give their robot are going to send 
the robot reeling in the wrong 
direction.

The missions are all part of 
this year’s theme of environ-
mental stewardship, and more 
specifically, how to clean up and 
manage waste. Giant game pieces 
representing methane, plastic 
bags and debris are all scattered 
along the game board, and it’s up 
to the students to find ways to 
clean it up.

Students are only given two-
and-a-half minutes to complete 
as many tasks as possible, which 
drives the careful planning into 
a frantic race. Similar to a pit 

stop at a race car event, students 
at Graham did a test run and 
quickly switched robot parts 
in and out between missions to 
cut down on time. The robot 
struggled to pull off a maneuver 
where it pushes a plastic dump 
truck along a straight path, 

which the students chalked up 
to the battery’s low power.

Teams at both schools also had 
to come up with a side project 
that designed new technology 
that could be used to clean up 
trash. At Crittenden, one group 
of students proposed break-
ing down styrofoam, a non-
biodegradable material, using 
acetone, and then re-purposing 
what’s left for new consumer 
products.

Students at Graham devised a 
water filtration system similar to 
the Inner Harbor Water Wheel 
in Balitmore, which cleans ciga-
rettes, bottles and plastic bags 
out of the Jones Falls River. The 
robotics team tweaked the design 
to instead collect millions of the 
small, plastic microbeads that 
pollute the San Francisco Bay.

Students on Graham’s robotics 
team, who call themselves the 
Prograhamers, are in the final 
leg of the tournament, and are 
preparing for a regional event 

against dozens of other South 
Bay teams. But Crittenden’s 
team, which participated in the 
Peninsula league against tough 
private schools like Castilleja 
School in Palo Alto, wrapped up 
over the weekend when it par-
ticipated in the final tournament 
on Saturday. The judges awarded 
Crittenden’s team for its solid 
teamwork at the competition.

Which was no big surprise 
to Federmann. He said the 
team did a great job with the 
technology and engineering 
components that are key in 
a robotics class, but learning 
how to work together and solve 
problems was an integral part 
of the competition that really 
set them apart.

“I think they’ve come a long 
way in understanding robots, but 
I think the hardest thing isn’t the 
engineering or the coding. It’s the 
teamwork,” Federmann said. V
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Lauren and Kseniia operate their robotic garbage truck during a practice run at Graham Middle School on Feb. 1.

ROBOTICS
 Continued from page 1
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By Kevin Forestieri

S
chool officials at the Los 
Altos School District have 
agreed to give 3 percent 

raises to teachers and other 
employees this year, citing the 
high cost of living and steep 
competition with other school 
districts as key reasons to raise 
compensation.

The school district and the 
Los Altos Teachers Associa-
tion negotiated a three-year 
contract during the 2013-14 
school year that would bring 
teacher salaries up by 10 per-
cent over a three-year period. 
But last August, the school 
board agreed to re-open the 
contract and reconsider giving 
the final 3 percent raise amid 

worries that the district may 
blow through its reserves in 
the coming years, prompting 
layoffs and other drastic cuts.

The looming possibility that 
the district’s $193 parcel tax 
will expire without a renewal 
in the November election added 
to the concerns that the budget 
could be pretty tight in the 
coming years.

After six negotiation meet-
ings, the district agreed to go 
ahead with the 3 percent raise 
after all. Laurel McNeil, presi-
dent of the Los Altos Teachers 
Association, announced at the 
Jan. 25 board meeting that 
the teachers voted overwhelm-
ingly in favor of ratifying the 
agreement, which will go to the 
school board for a final vote 

later this month.
“We are thrilled to have 

reached a tentative agreement,” 
Luther said. “So I’m very 
pleased to have that over with.”

The deal brokered between 
the district and its teacher 
and classified employee unions 
maintain the raises in the exist-
ing contract, which will cost 
the district about $1 million, 

according to Assistant Super-
intendent Randy Kenyon. The 
raises will take effect retroac-
tively from Jan. 1.

Kenyon described the deci-
sion as re-prioritzing the dis-
trict’s spending goals, and 
said it’s important to compen-
sate staff in an environment 

where it’s harder to attract and 
retain quality teachers. Not just 
because of the high cost of liv-
ing, he said, but because other 
school districts are using recent 
windfalls in state funding to 
pour more money into salaries. 
Los Altos has had to face “stiffer 
and stiffer competition,” he 
said.

Board member Sangeeth 
Peruri admitted he was still 
worried about the district’s 
future financial picture, but 
agreed that it was the right 
move to supplement teacher 
salaries since the cost of living 
continues to rapidly out-pace 
teacher salaries.

“Teachers, especially our 
beginning teachers, are having 
to feed their families and com-
mute and pay the rent,” Peruri 
said. “They’re putting in a lot 
of hours for our kids, so I’m 
comfortable that we’re making 
this move.”

Board member Vladimir Iva-
novic said he read through the 
teacher comments and said he 
didn’t realize “the depth and 
breadth of some of the issues 

teachers are having” in the dis-
trict, and that he wanted to help 
alleviate some of the problems 
they experienced.

At the same time, he said he 
wanted teachers to understand 
that many of the problems they 
face are outside of the district’s 
control, and long-standing 
limitations on school district 
budgets through legislation like 
Proposition 13 will continue to 
be the driving force behind sal-
ary issues.

The agreement may bring a 
sigh of relief for teachers in the 
district, but it won’t last long. 
The district is scheduled to 
head right back into negotia-
tions with the teacher’s union 
in March to work out the details 
on a new three-year contract. 
And the high cost of living in 
the Bay Area will likely contin-
ue to be the central concern for 
teachers and district officials.

“It’s not going to get easier to 
keep (teachers) here,” Ivanovic 
said. “It’s only going to get 
harder.” V
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in response to Bettencourt’s 
comments.

Despite the feelings of ani-
mosity, Aguirre said homeless 
people are willing to work 
with water district staff to 
keep the area clean, provided 
they’re given the opportunity. 
The problem, he said, is that 
there’s no trash pickup service 
when you live on the creeks, 
and naturally the garbage and 
refuse is going to build up.

“If people didn’t pick up trash 
in your neighborhood, it would 
start to accumulate and it 
would start to become a health 
hazard as well,” Aguirre said.

The encampment cleanup 
policies also have f laws that 
keep county waterways covered 
in trash. Richard McMur-
try, a member of the Santa 
Clara County Creek Coalition, 
showed the board photo after 
photo of heaps of trash left by 
district staff immediately fol-
lowing an encampment clean-
up. That’s because the cleanup 
program is intended to dis-
mantle encampments, and any 
trash more than 30 feet from 
tent sites is left on the ground, 
McMurtry wrote in a letter to 
the board.

And taking down encamp-
ments doesn’t prevent homeless 

people from taking up residence 
along the creeks either, McMur-
try said. If anything, he said, 
homeless people are simply 
uprooted and pushed to a new 
location along the same creek.

“There are many homeless 
who, despite having their sites 
being dismantled 10 times in 
the past two years, are still liv-
ing within 200 yards of their 
original campsite,” McMurtry 
wrote to the board.

Moria Merriweather, a resi-
dent near Coyote Creek, said 
taking down encampments 
doesn’t really work, and that 
the district should be focused 
on providing toilets, trash 
collection and other sanitary 
services. Taking these steps, 
she said, will help to avoid the 
bacterial outbreaks, disease and 
trash build-up that are all too 
predictable as people live along 
the creeks.

A housing solution

The board agreed last week 
to put together a committee 
and find out what the water 
district can do, working with 
county officials, to better pro-
vide homes and services for 
the homeless in Santa Clara 
County. The move comes after 
the Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors approved a reso-
lution last month calling on 
local agencies to do their part 

and reduce homelessness in the 
county.

The water district does have 
authority to support housing 
initiatives, including the use of 
district-owned land for tempo-
rary or permanent housing for 
homeless people, according to 
board member Gary Kremen, 
who represents North County 
cities including Mountain View 
and Palo Alto. He said using 
the district’s resources to build 
housing will be a much more 
cost-effective solution to home-
lessness along the county’s 
waterways.

“We need to house these 
people. That’s the best return 
on investment,” Kremen said.

Board member Tony Estremera 
agreed that a committee could 
give water district officials a 
good idea of what options are 
on the table for helping to reduce 
homelessness, and that it’s time 
for the water district to acknowl-
edge that the high cost of living 
is forcing people to live along 
county creeks.

“I know in the past that our 
attitude has been, ‘We don’t 
want to attract folks (and) we 
don’t want to make it easy to 
camp,’” Estremera said. “How-
ever, we don’t have a choice 
about this economy, so we need 
to take a look at that.” V
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the school district away from the 
smooth communication needed 
for the district office to function.
 “I find that I recently have been 
a large public problem in my own 
communications,” Nelson said 
via email. “I will therefore not be 
a candidate for (the) board this 
November.”
 From the 
outset, Nelson 
said he want-
ed to shake 
things up on 
the board and 
break a trend 
where staff rec-
ommendations 
consistently received unanimous 
approval from trustees. He said 
the district had no strategic plan 
for new facilities, and was grap-
pling with a teacher job satisfac-
tion survey that criticized the 
district office for a myriad of 
problems.
 “Bringing those issues up, I 
really don’t see a way of doing 
it smoothly and having it get 
done,” Nelson told the Voice in a 
phone interview. “And that was 
a time when things needed to be 
changed.”
 Nelson’s adversarial relation-
ship with school district officials 
began before he joined the board. 
In 2012, he started a small legal 
battle with the district over the 
ballot language of the $198 mil-
lion Measure G bond, which he 
claimed was too vague and didn’t 
give district voters a clear idea of 
what the money would be used for.
 After serving on the board for a 
year, in 2013 Nelson was formally 
censured by his fellow trustees 
for intimidating and disrespect-
ing district staff, including one 
incident when he shouted pro-
fanities at former Superintendent 
Craig Goldman.
 The drama and dysfunction 
on the school board reached 
a tipping point in June, when 
then-president Chris Chiang 
announced his resignation. 
Chiang cited Nelson’s repeated 

insults and harassment directed 
towards district staff and mem-
bers of the public as a key reason 
for leaving, and said he could not 
“in good conscience” associate 
himself with a board that didn’t 
do more to rebuke Nelson’s 
actions. Chiang initially said he’d 
work to recall Nelson, but later 
dropped the plan.
 Following Chiang’s resigna-
tion, a number of parents and 
members of the community 
called on Nelson to resign from 
the board. At the June 30 board 
meeting, former board member 
Steve Olson said Nelson had 
“crippled” the board with his 
presence, and suggested that he 
was more effective in his role as 
a community activist rather than 
serving on the governing body.
 Chiang told the Voice in an 
email that he has always respect-
ed Nelson’s good intentions, but 
that the election will allow the 
school board’s new membership 
to work with district staff, rather 
than against them.
 Board president Ellen Wheeler 
said she looked forward to the 
upcoming election, and that she 
has heard plenty of highly quali-
fied parents and community 
members are interested in run-
ning this November.
 “I believe the results of this elec-
tion will be good for our district 
moving forward,” Wheeler said.
 Board member Greg Cola-
donato said he wishes Nelson “all 
the best” in his future endeavors, 
but declined to comment further.
 Despite his contentious rela-
tionship with fellow board mem-
bers and district staff, Nelson 
said he was optimistic for the 
future. He said the new super-
intendent, Ayinde Rudolph, is 
pushing the district in the right 
direction, and that the changes 
he would like to see in Mountain 
View schools are likely to happen 
even when he leaves the board at 
the end of the year. 
 “I have a lot of confidence in 
the new administration,” Nelson 
said. V
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cerns prompted an investigation 
by the Santa Clara County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office over fraud 
allegations last year.
 Despite these concerns, Goldie 
continued to authorize contracts 
with RMC, including a $1.3 mil-
lion sole-source contract with the 
company last year.
 Board member Gary Kremen 
said he was “deeply disturbed” 
that Goldie continued to work 
with RMC, and that he was 
happy the board stuck with a 
severance package that gave him 
only what he was guaranteed in 
his contract. But he said it was 

a deceptive to the public that 
the contract allowed Goldie to 
“resign” even if he was ousted by 
the board.
 “I think it’s ridiculous,” Kre-
men said. “If I was there in 2009, 
I wouldn’t have agreed to it.”
 The board is in the process of 
hiring an interim CEO and, 
eventually, a new CEO to 
replace Goldie. Kremen, who 
represents Mountain View on 
the board, said he did not want 
the new contract to include the 
same language that allows the 
CEO to resign after termina-
tion, even if it has become 
commonplace. V
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By Mark Noack

S
eeking federal aid for an 
assortment of local issues, 
Mountain View City Coun-

cil members last week brain-
stormed priorities as they pre-
pared for a once-a-year trip to 
Washington D.C. 

Each year, a delegation from 
Mountain View heads to the 
nation’s capital as part of the 
National Leagues of Cities Con-
gressional City Conference. The 
four-day trip in March provides 
a rare opportunity for local offi-
cials to meet with federal leaders 
and hopefully bring home some 
bacon for issues back home. 

As reported by staff, Mountain 
View benefits quite a bit from 
federal largess — approximately 
$4.4 million in U.S. grant fund-

ing last year went toward a 
variety of road projects, housing 
programs and other initiatives. 
In addition, federal dollars also 
come to town through NASA 
and the U.S. military services 
that maintain a large presence at 
Moffett Field. 

This year, many of the city’s 
needs haven’t changed much, 
staff reported at the Jan. 26 
meeting. For this upcoming visit 
to the capital, they suggested a 
continued focus on housing — 
noting that Mountain View has 
some of the highest housing costs 
in the nation and desperately 
needs U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development grants to pay for 
more affordable housing. Federal 
grant funding for housing has 
actually declined in recent years; 
in the case of one grant program, 

funding is down 50 percent, staff 
explained. 

Nevertheless, the city has other 
irons in the fire when it comes to 
housing. Mountain View offi-
cials are in talks to acquire and 
annex the U.S. Army’s Shenan-
doh property and a reserve center 
site, which they believe could 
hold more than 1,100 new hous-
ing units. 

The other big issue is trans-
portation. In recent month, city 
officials have revived the idea of 
building an ambitious fixed-rail 
or personal-rapid transit project 
to connect downtown Mountain 
View to the North Bayshore 
jobs center. Council members 
inquired about inviting U.S. 
Transportation Department offi-
cials to come take a visit so they 
could see the local congestion 
problems first-hand. 

Trying to lobby for local proj-
ects used to be a different game. 
In past years, individual legisla-
tors had some discretion to add 
spending requests known as 

earmarks to unrelated bills. The 
system became notorious for cre-
ating bloated spending bills, and 
in  2012 lawmakers suspended 
the practice. Instead, Moun-
tain View began advocating for 
competitive grant programs and 
policy issues. 

Yet the ethics of lobbying for 
provincial issues doesn’t sit well 
with one council member. Point-
ing out the federal debt service 
was running billions of dollars a 
year, Councilman John Inks said 
he didn’t think Mountain View 
should be pressing for federal 
money. 

“What’s missing from this 
discussion is we’re advocating 
spending priorities that don’t 
square with fiscal realities in the 
federal government,” he said. 
“Asking for more spending, I 
don’t think it’s prudent.”

Other council members dis-
agreed, saying it makes sense for 
Mountain View to push for local 
projects. If Mountain View held 
back from lobbying its local needs, 
other cities wouldn’t hesitate.  

“I see us advocating for a slice 
of the pie to meet our commu-
nity’s needs,” said Councilman 
Lenny Siegel. “If we don’t go back 

and talk about infrastructure or 
housing, then people who have 
other priories will get them.”

The discussion wasn’t all about 
money. Council members also 
discussed the confusion over 
federal marijuana enforcement 
as more states begin legalizing 
recreational use of the drug. Cali-
fornia is widely expected to have 
one or more voter measures seek-
ing to legalize recreational use on 
the November ballot. As more 
states go this route, the federal 
marijuana policy is like keeping 
its “head in the sand,” said Coun-
cilman Mike Kasperzak. 

“It might be appropriate get-
ting this Schedule-1 narcotic 
issue resolved, so the states know 
what’s going to happen with the 
federal government,” said Coun-
cilman Mike Kasperzak. “There’s 
this conflict and the (federal law 
enforcement) is on the wrong 
side of the trend.” 

In a 6-1 vote with Inks oppos-
ing, the City Council agreed to 
add marijuana policies to its list 
of priorities for the trip. Among 
the council members expected to 
attend are Mayor Pat Showalter, 
Ken Rosenberg, John McAlister, 
Kasperzak and Siegel. V

beautiful right-of-way through 
our city that we can’t utilize. It 
makes no sense.” 

City leaders for the most part 
agreed with that assessment, and 
explanations from water district 
officials did little to clear up the 
matter. Speaking by teleconfer-
ence, SFPUC attorney Rosanna 
Russell said the agency had pre-
viously encountered problems 
with developers building trails 
with poor connectivity. For now, 
the district is taking a “pause” on 
allowing smaller trails, but there 
was the possibly more public use 
could be allowed in the future, 
she said. 

“We’re not against bike trails,” 
Russell assured. “We’re not say-
ing no forever; We’re saying we’d 
prefer bike trails in a certain 
form.” 

Whatever the reasoning, coun-
cil members pointed out that the 
bike restriction made zero sense. 
Calling the deal “repugnant,” 
Mayor Pat Showalter, who works 
as a water utility engineer, said it 
was infeasible for bicycles to put 
enough load on a trail to jeopar-
dize an underground water pipe. 

“I was really appalled that 
the (public utility commission’s) 
rights of way should be so closed 
off,” she said. “We have an excel-
lent track record of working with 
trail owners.” 

In response, Russell pointed 
out that many utilities completely 
forbid the public from using their 

land. On the other hand, few 
utilities own as much land as the 
SFPUC, which controls 66,000 
acres of watersheds and about 
2,700 miles of pipeline right of 
ways. 

The San Francisco utility has 
long been accused of dragging 
its heels when it comes to public 
recreation. Further up the Pen-
insula, for more than a century 
the water district has closed off 
23,000 acres of open space sur-
rounding the Crystal Springs 
Reservoir. Over the years, the 
public agency has come under 
increasing pressure to open more 

of its land for recreational use, 
but it has avoided fully opening 
a completed trail system to the 
public. 

Given the utility’s severe limits 
on any new Mountain View park, 
some city leaders suggested it 
would be better to jettison the 
whole deal. Councilman Lenny 
Siegel make clear he was ready 
to reject the park until a better 
compromise could be reached. 

“It’s not like we’re trying to 
get unilateral authority to build 
trails,” he said. “To me, this is 

an inconsistency in how they’re 
handling this.” 

In their report, city staff mem-
bers broke from the typical 
impartiality and noted they were 
“disappointed” with the deal, but 
they had little leverage to haggle. 
This was the best deal the city 
could hope for, said City Man-
ager Dan Rich. 

“I’ll be honest that we’ve been 
frustrated with this process, but 
if we want to proceed with any-
thing at Fayette, this is best deal 
we have,” he said. 

The council approved the deal 
in a 4-3 vote, with Siegal, Show-
alter and Councilman John Inks 
opposed. City staff said the coun-
cil would be presented with plans 
for the future park at an upcom-
ing meeting. 

As part of the deal, the city 
agreed to sign new licenses, not 
just for the Fayette property but 
also for all other SFPUC parcels 
currently in use at Rengstorff 
Park, Klein Park, Rex Manor 
Park, the Senior Garden, Whis-
man Park and other sites. For 
all those sites, the city agreed to 
remove a total of 27 trees and 
perform regular maintenance, 
including mowing, weeding and 
cleaning garbage, at a cost of 
about $117,500 per year.  The city 
would also pay about $34,000 in 
annual property taxes for them. 

The deal would last initially for 
10 years, but the water district 
stipulated that it could terminate 
it at any time without cause. V
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• Alzheimer’s 

• Dementia 

• Parkinson’s 

• Stroke

Call for free 
visiting day

We accept VA 

and MediCal

Adult Day Care  
and Support

270 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View

(650) 289-5499  •  avenidas.org/care
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CITY PARK
 Continued from page 5

‘We have a beautiful 

right-of-way through our 

city that we can’t utilize. 

It makes no sense.’

GREG UNANGST

Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real • (650) 967-0851

Open 7 days 
Lunch & Dinner 11am-9pm; Fri ’til 10pm

Breakfast on Weekends 8am-2pm
Mountain View • 61

Happy Hour 
4pm-9pm Sun-Thurs

 

 • Kids 12 & under - buy 1 get 1 free*
*item from kids menu of equal or lesser value 

Clarkes.com

70 
th

 year
ANNIVERSARY!

sser value 
NOW HIRING

applications @clarkes.com 
and Restaurant

Mountain View goes to Washington
ANNUAL TRIP GIVES CITY COUNCIL A CHANCE TO LOBBY
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Visit - Eat - Shop - Watch

January 31 - February 7, 2016
Celebrate the football festivities in Mountain 
View. During Game Week, look for this black & 
gold logo on posters at participating businesses 
throughout the city. There will be super deals 

and promotions the entire week.

See you in Mountain View!
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CALL FOR  
NOMINATIONS
The El Camino Healthcare District Board of Directors 
is seeking individuals interested in serving as a 
member of THE EL CAMINO HOSPITAL BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. Candidates will have deep experience 
and significant depth of understanding in at least 
one of the following areas: 1) “Volume to Value” 
thinking as well as considerations incorporating 
assumption of risk factors for population health;  
2) sectors across the continuum of care including 
but not limited to skilled nursing facilities or home 
healthcare; 3) healthcare technology including 
electronic medical records. An active executive  
or healthcare professional might be appropriate,  
as would consultants and advisors to the local 
community.  

To inquire about the open position or to  
nominate someone you know, please email  
nominations@elcaminohospital.org

Submissions due by  
FEBRUARY 17, 2016

LocalNews

KHAN ACADEMY  
MATH EVENT

February marks the kick-off 
of Khan Academy’s second 
annual LearnStorm event, a 
free online math challenge 
where schools and individual 
students can compete against 
one another and put students’ 
math skills to the test.

Khan Academy hosted Learn-
Storm last year as a pilot pro-
gram. About 73,000 students 
participated, including a high 
number of Mountain View 
students. Over 50 percent of 
eligible students at Crittenden 
Middle School participated in 
the event.

The challenge runs for nine 
weeks, and encourages stu-

dents to challenge themselves 
and show “grit” throughout 
problem-solving math les-
sons. LearnStorm is designed 
to get students to develop a 
growth mindset and under-
stand that their ability to learn 
can improve if they push them-
selves, Khan Academy founder 
San Khan said in a press release.

Khan Academy hosted a kick-
off event at Google’s headquar-
ters in Mountain View on Feb. 2 
with representatives of Google, 
Khan Academy and the San 
Francisco 49ers, long with hun-
dreds of Bay Area students, 
teachers and community leaders.

More information on Learn-
Storm can be found at www.
learnstorm2016.org.

—Kevin Forestieri

BIG SNOWPACK DOESN’T 
END DROUGHT

Although the amount of 
rain and snow in California 
this year has reached higher 
levels than last year, the 
state’s drought is still not over, 
the California Department of 
Water Resources said today.

Rainfall and the Sierra 
Nevada snowpack’s water 
content have significantly 
improved this water year, 
which began on Oct. 1.

Additionally, the state’s 
major water reservoirs have 
also increased significantly 
since Jan. 1, according to 
DWR officials.

Rainfall in three regions 
DWR officials have been 

tracking was found to be at 
123 percent of the historical 
average between Oct. 1 and 
Jan 31.

Although rain has been 
heavier this water year than 
last year, DWR officials say 
the state’s drought is far from 
over.

Most of the state’s major 
reservoirs still hold much less 
than their historical aver-
ages for early February, so 
residents should continue to 
conserve water, DWR officials 
said.

Additionally, electronic 
readings from 102 DWR sta-
tions scattered throughout 
the Sierra Nevada indicate the 
statewide water content in the 
mountains is 20.4 inches, 114 

percent of normal for today’s 
date.

In normal years, the snow-
pack supplies about 30 percent 
of the state’s water needs as it 
melts in the spring and early 
summer, according to DWR 
officials.

The greater the snowpack 
water content, the greater the 
chance that California’s reser-
voirs will receive ample runoff 
as the snowpack melts to meet 
the state’s water demand in 
the summer and fall.

Over four years of drought 
have left a water deficit 
throughout the state that may 
be difficult to overcome in 
just one winter season, DWR 
officials said.

—Bay City News Service

C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

The state’s Department of Pub-
lic Health is advising residents 
to take precautions against mos-
quito bites in light of the recent 
Zika virus infections that have 
occurred in other countries. 

So far, there have been six 
confirmed cases of the virus 
in California, all of which were 
contracted while the patient was 
traveling outside of the country, 
health officials said Monday, 
Feb. 1.

The first case in California 
happened in 2013 then three 
cases were reported in 2014 fol-
lowed by two cases in 2015.

Because of patient confidenti-
ality, the location of the infected 
California patients has not been 
disclosed, according to health 
officials.

“Although no one has con-
tracted the Zika virus in Cali-
fornia, mosquito bites can still 
be harmful and the public should 

take steps to protect themselves,” 
the CDPH’s Director and State 
Public Health Officer Dr. Karen 
Smith said in a statement.

In order to prevent mosqui-
to bites, residents can remove 
standing water near their home 
and should apply insect repellent 
when necessary, health officials 
said.

The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention has 
issued travel alerts for people 
traveling to countries and 
regions where the Zika virus 
is circulating. Those places 
include American Samoa, Bra-
zil, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Curacao, El Salvador, French 
Guiana, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Martinique, Mexi-
co, Nicaragua, Panama, Para-
guay, Suriname, Venezuela and 
Puerto Rico.

The CDC and CDPH is also 
warning pregnant women to 

avoid traveling to those coun-
tries because of a concern that 
a pregnant woman can transfer 
the virus to her baby during 
pregnancy or delivery.

Preliminary reports suggest 
that the Zika virus may cause 
microcephaly, a condition where 
the fetal brain develops abnor-
mally. This possibility, how-
ever, has not been confirmed 
and health officials are actively 
investigating the link, according 
to the CDPH.

Most people infected by the 
virus do not develop symptoms. 
If symptoms do develop, they are 
usually mild and include fever, 
rash and red eyes. 

While there is no specific treat-
ment yet for the virus, anyone 
with who has returned from an 
affected country and has symp-
toms should contact a doctor, 
health officials said.

—Bay City News Service

State health officials issue Zika virus warning

O B I T U A R I E S

MICHAEL JACOB

Michael Jacob, a former Moun-
tain View resident, died January 
24 in Grover Beach, Calif. He 
was 61.

He was born in San Francisco 
on Dec. 28, 1954 and grew up 
in Mountain View. He gradu-
ated from Awalt High School in 
1973. He married in 1982 and 
relocated to Fresno, and recently 
had moved to Grover Beach. 

He had a love for nature and 
music but most of all, he had 
an immense love for his family 
and friends, his family members 
said. His profound faith carried 
him through many tribulations 
throughout his life, and he 

would often be found laughing 
with his loved ones, according 
to his family. 

He is survived by his wife of 33 
years, Lucy; children Paul and 
Claire; his father George Jacob; 
and his sister Sharon Kollmann. 
He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Mary.

A rosary is set for Saturday, 
Feb. 13, at 9:30 a.m. at St. Paul 
the Apostle Church in Pismo 
Beach, followed by a funeral 
mass at 10 a.m. Burial will be at 
the Arroyo Grande Cemetery. 
There will be a reception after 
the services.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Polycystic Kidney 
Disease Foundation.

Support  
Mountain View 

Voice’s coverage 
of our community.

Memberships begin 
at only 17¢ per day

Join today: 
SupportLocalJournalism.org
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By Mark Noack

I
f there’s one priority for self-
driving cars upon which 
everyone can agree, it’s safety. 

Google and other manufacturers 
are quick to tout the autonomous 
vehicles as a way to prevent 
around 33,000 U.S. deaths and 
many more injuries from auto-
related crashes each year. But for 
all the triumphs of autonomous 
cars, regulators and consumer 
advocates warn there are too 
many risks to give these vehicles 
free rein on public roads. 
 This debate over an emerg-
ing technology spilled onto the 
public stage last week as officials 
with the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles convened their 
first workshop on proposed rules 
for the everyday operation of 
autonomous vehicles. 
 As ordered by state lawmakers, 
DMV regulators in December 
released their long-awaited first 
draft of rules, which were widely 
seen as throwing a wet blanket 
on hot technology. The proposed 
rules emphasize caution, mandat-
ing that any self-driving cars must 
have a licensed driver behind the 
wheel ready to take control in case 
the car’s autopilot fails.  
 To hear some explain it at the 
workshop in Sacramento on Jan. 
28, that stipulation hobbles the 
technology’s most compelling 
achievement. A large number 
of speakers who represent the 
disabled and elderly blasted the 
rules for holding back what a new 
means of independent transit for 
those who can’t drive. Since it is 
impossible for many with dis-
abilities to get a driver’s license, 
the DMV’s proposed rules are 
tantamount to excluding those 
riders, said Teresa Favuzzi, exec-
utive director of the California 
Foundation for Independent Liv-
ing Centers. 
 “We look at the potential of a 
fully autonomous self-driving 
car as nothing short of revolu-
tionary for the disability com-
munity,” she said. “Hold manu-
facturers to safety requirements, 
but don’t (keep) us out of this 
revolution.” 
 Explaining their rationale, 
DMV officials noted that it was 
premature to allow computer-
guided cars free rein on public 
streets, but the agency hinted 
that those rules could be loos-
ened down the road. Officials 
also set standards for cyber-
security, making it mandatory 
for cars to alert drivers about 
software breaches and to inform 

riders of any private data being 
culled from their vehicles. Any 
cars being rolled out for the con-
sumer market will be required to 
undergo testing and certification 
from an independent testing 
organization. 
 By all accounts, getting a self-
driving car to the consumer 
market is still years away, but 
the aspirations  for the technol-
ogy continue to mount. Along 
with accident rates dropping, 
enthusiasts believe the cars could 
solve some of the worst problems 
of auto culture. With the cars 
in control, the daily commute 
could provide time for riders to 
relax, catch some extra sleep or 
get started on the workday. In 
the long term, experts anticipate 
the technology will herald more 
automation and machine-to-
machine communication in a 
wide variety of other consumer 
applications. 
 But the scope of this technol-
ogy presents some major ques-
tions. John Simpson, an advo-
cate with Consumer Watchdog, 
warned that cybersecurity, data 
collection and a host of other 
areas need regulation that manu-
facturers shouldn’t be allowed 
to dictate. He urged the DMV 
officials to distinguish what 
safety data should be necessary 
to glean from cars, and put limits 
on with whom car makers share 
that information. 
 Unlike many of the other 
speakers, Simpson championed 
the DMV’s requirement for 
licensed drivers. He pointed out 
that many self-driving cars cur-
rently being tested were routinely 
being “disengaged” to manual 
control, indicating self-driving 
cars still need the proverbial 
training wheels. For the first time 
in December, the DMV began 
requiring testing companies to 
disclose these disengagements. 
Over a period of 15 months, 
Google reported disengaging 
341 times, of which 13 could have 
resulted in an autopilot accident, 
Simpson said. 
 “Despite what Google says 
about being deeply disappointed, 
you have the responsibility for 
safety for California drivers 
and other people, and you got it 
exactly right here,” Simpson said. 
“I want to commend the DMV 
for putting safety first.”  
 Speaking for Google’s self-
driving project, lead engineer 
Chris Urmson pointed out the 
company is rapidly improving 
the performance of its fleet — 
currently at 45 cars in Mountain 

View. Some of the close-call 
incidents requiring manual over-
ride were little more than the car 
almost bumping a traffic cone, he 
said. Ongoing testing will bring 
the cars to the point they can reli-
ably function as safe drivers. 
 “We recognize we have a lot of 
work to do, but the DMV has to 
act to allow this technology into 
the marketplace,” he said.  “We 
have to avoid the presumption 
that having a person behind the 
wheel will make this more safe.” 
 Earlier this week, Google offi-
cials announced they would 
also continue testing their self-

driving cars in Kirkland, Wash. 
in addition to Mountain View 
and Austin, Texas.  
 As the discussion continued 
over five hours, DMV officials 
urged the stakeholders in atten-

dance to cite specific areas of 
ambiguity in their draft regula-
tions. Brian Soublet, an attorney 
representing the DMV, thanked 
speakers in turn, but he declined 
to signal what, if any, changes his 
team would consider. 
 “The goal at the end of the day 
is to have regulations that can get 
approved, and we can get into 
business of having these cars on 
the streets,” Soublet said.  
 DMV officials could not say a 
final set of regulations would be 
completed. V

Email Mark Noack  
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Do self-driving cars need  
a licensed driver?

CAR MAKERS, DISABLED ADVOCATES AT ODDS  
WITH CONSUMER SAFETY GROUPS

INVITATION TO BID

1.   Notice is hereby given that the governing board (“Board”) of the Mountain View Whisman 
School District (“District” or “Owner”) will receive sealed bids for the following project:

Graham Middle School Window Covering Replacement Project
2.  Sealed Bids will be received until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 17, 2016

located at 750-A San Pierre Way, Mountain View, CA 94043, California, at or after which time 
the bids will be opened and publicly read aloud. Any claim by a bidder of error in its bid must 
be made in compliance with section 5100 et seq. of the Public Contract Code. Any bid that is 
submitted after this time shall be non-responsive and returned to the bidder.

3.  All bids shall be on the form provided by the District. Each bid must conform and be responsive 
to all pertinent Contract Documents, including, but not limited to, the Instructions to Bidders.

4.  To bid on this Project, the Bidder is required to possess one or more of the following State of 
California Contractor Licenses:

  License required- C61/D52- Window Covering
  The Bidder’s license(s) must be active and in good standing at the time of the bid opening and 

must remain so throughout the term of the Contract.
5.  As security for its Bid, each bidder shall provide with its Bid form

School District, in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the total bid price.  This bid security 
shall be a guarantee that the Bidder shall, within seven (7) calendar days after the date of the 
Notice of Award, enter into a contract with the District for the performance of the services as 
stipulated in the bid.

6.  The successful Bidder shall be required to furnish a 100 % Performance Bond and a 100% 
Payment Bond if it is awarded the contract for the Project.

7.  The successful Bidder may substitute securities for any monies withheld by the District to 
ensure performance under the Contract, in accordance with the provisions of section 22300 
of the Public Contract Code.

the general prevailing rate of per diem wages and the general prevailing rate for holiday and 

within the boundaries of the District, pursuant to sections 1770 et seq. of the California Labor 
Code. Prevailing wage rates are available from the District or on the Internet at: <http://www.dir.

requirements pursuant to sections 1725.5 and 1771.1 of the California Labor Code.
9.  A mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit will be held on Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

at 3:30 p.m. at 1175 Castro St., Mountain View, CA 94040, California. All participants are 

approximately 1 hour. Failure to attend or tardiness will render bid ineligible. 
10.  Contract Documents are also available for purchase for two hundred dollars ($200.00) at the 

phone at (707) 933-0624 or by email at courtney@greystonewest.com. This fee is refundable if 

than ten (10) calendar days after the date of the bid opening. A list of builders’ exchanges who 

11.  The District’s Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids and/or waive any irregularity 
in any bid received. If the District awards the Contract, the security of unsuccessful bidder(s) 
shall be returned within sixty (60) days from the time the award is made. Unless otherwise 
required by law, no bidder may withdraw its bid for ninety (90) days after the date of the bid 
opening.

DATED:
Publication Dates:  (1) January 29, 2016 (2) February 5, 2016

LocalNews

‘I want to commend 

the DMV for putting 

safety first.’
JOHN SIMPSON  

OF CONSUMER WATCHDOG
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By Sue Dremann

A
nyone traveling to 
Levi’s Stadium to watch 
Super Bowl 50 on Val-

ley Transportation Authority’s 
(VTA) light-rail trains had 
better not bring any bags on 
board other than clear plas-
tic ones, Santa Clara County 
Transportation Authority offi-
cials said.

The ban on large opaque 
bags is a safety precaution the 
transit agency is taking, and 
anyone who does not comply 
won’t be allowed on board, 
officials said. The restriction 
follows the NFL’s policy, which 
requires that bags must be clear 
and plastic and no larger than 
12 by 6 by 12 inches. A list of all 
prohibited items can be found 
online at levisstadium.com.

Although the bag regulations 
by the NFL are for entrance into 
the stadium (there will not be 
a “bag check” area or lockers 
available), VTA is also extend-
ing the restrictions on the light-
rail lines to Levi’s Stadium in 
Santa Clara on game day, Feb. 7.

Caltrain will also be tak-
ing precautions, beefing up 
its patrols and having regular 
security sweeps of high visibility 
locations, spokeswoman Tasha 
Bartholomew said. Caltrain will 
also increase its use of K-9s 
for inspections throughout the 

transit system, and every train 
departing from San Francisco 
on Super Bowl Sunday will be 
inspected.

The agency has already rolled 
out customer-information 
ambassadors over more than 
122 shifts who will help guide 
visitors, Bartholomew said. To 
reduce parking jams, anyone 
wanting to park at Caltrain sta-
tions will have to pay $20 for 
parking on Feb. 7, she said.

SamTrans bus service into 
San Francisco during Super 
Bowl 50 week will be moni-
tored, with additional service 
added if demand is needed, 
Bartholomew said. On Super 
Bowl Sunday, SamTrans will 
have a f leet of buses, drivers 
and supervisors staged in South 
San Francisco and in San Car-
los to respond to any Caltrain 
service interruptions. VTA will 
be staging contingency bus 
f leets in the event of any inter-
ruptions to light-rail service, 
officials said.

Those who don’t have a tick-
et to the Super Bowl should 
also expect to shift their trans-
portation modes on Sunday, 
transportation officials said. 
VTA officials said they expect 
to handle up to 12,000 pas-
sengers on the light rail and an 
express bus. Only customers 
holding a special VTA light-
rail ticket and their ticket to 

the Super Bowl will be allowed 
to board light-rail trains on 
the Mountain View to Win-
chester line. Alternate bus ser-
vice will be available on game 
day. A joint $40 Caltrain/VTA 
Super Bowl ticket may only 
be purchased using the VTA 
EventTIK app through their 

smartphones, and there will be 
a cap on the number of tickets, 
VTA and Caltrain officials 
said.

For passengers who are not 
going to the Super Bowl, VTA 
will have modified service. 
Information about changes to 
service during Super Bowl week 

and on game day can be found at  
www.vta.org/superbowl. Travel 
information for Caltrain service 
can be found at  www.caltrain.
com/SuperBowl50.

For a map of downtown 
Mountain View’s road closures 
and parking lot restrictions, go 
to mv-voice.com. V

Don’t bring a backpack  
to Super Bowl 50

STADIUM, TRANSIT AGENCIES WILL  
ONLY ALLOW CLEAR PLASTIC BAGS

Super Bowl Sunday parking lot and street closures
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Central Expy. closed to Ferguson Dr.

Farmers 
Market

Caltrain and VTA Light Rail stations

Free parking is available in city-owned lots between Castro and Mercy streets, but a three-hour time limit 
will be enforced. 

“I’ve already  received feedback 
from the comunity, and there’s 
concern in the comunity, and 
my concern is that we do this 
correctly,” said board member 
Julia Miller. “I do believe staff has 
done their due diligence, but the 
devil’s in the details.” 

Board member Dennis Chiu 
warned that a June closure may 
not provide enough time to fully 
transition hundreds of patients. 
He urged staff to consider shut-
tering the clinic no sooner than 
the end of the year. 

“We have to be as close to 100 
percent as possible to make sure 
these patients don’t fall through 
the cracks,” he said. “I think this 
sends the wrong message to the 
community.” 

The healthcare district board of 
directors approved the $2.4 mil-
lion for MayView in a 4-0 vote, 
with Chiu abstaining. V
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ROTACARE
 Continued from page 5

MICHELLE LE

THE CHILI 
HOUSE MYSTERY 

A recent round of 
downtown demolition 
revealed a curious puzzle 
for Mountain View’s history 
buffs. The newly uncovered 
face of a wall at 801 El 
Camino Real showed an 
old painted sign for a long-
defunct restaurant “A&A 
Chili & Sandwiches.” Local 
resident Max Hauser has 
been having a field day 
researching history archives, 
old typefaces and even the 
etymology of “chili” to try 
and figure out when this 
eatery would have been 
open for business. 

Hauser is posting updates 
on his history sleuthing 
on the Voice’s website at 
http://tinyurl.com/zelpnjt. 
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Founding Editor, Kate Wakerly

S TA F F

WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address  

and contact phone number. Published 

letters will also appear on the web site,  

www.MountainViewOnline.com, and 

occasionally on the Town Square forum.

Town Square forum
  Post your views on Town Square at 

MountainViewOnline.com

Email   your views to  
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate if 
letter is to be published.
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WE OWE VETERANS 
MORE THAN PLAQUES
 For the first time in the four 
years since I moved here from 
my hometown of Pacific Grove, 
I wandered over to the Moun-
tain View community pool 
(Eagle Park) and I discovered 
the Veterans Memorial bronze 
plaques inside the circular plant-
er near the pool’s entrance. The 
most recent of the plaques was 
installed on Nov. 15, 2015.
 Then my eyes caught sight of 
the five insignias of our armed 
forces: Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard. Below 

those insignias are the names of 
veterans from this area who gave 
their lives for our country and 
the names of various organiza-
tions who support our veterans. 
In the geometric center of all of 
this flies Old Glory and the som-
ber black-and-white MIA flag.
 As I moved slowly past all 
those names my eyes teared 
and my throat got thick with 
emotion. You see, my 90-year-
old father is a decorated WWII 
naval hero and one of my three 
sons is a decorated Iraq War 
combat hero. That son carries 
his grandfather’s first and last 
name. Several of my childhood 

buddies are on the Vietnam 
War wall in our nation’s capi-
tol, including the posthumous 
medal of honor recipient who 
was my sister’s fiance before he 
went off to the jungles of Viet-
nam in 1967.
 But along with the purity of 
my emotions on behalf of our 
fallen warriors was my anger 
that all the candidates from 
both parties continue to exploit 
the plight of our wounded vet-
erans — physically and psycho-
logically wounded — by claim-
ing they support our veterans 
and intend to take care of our 
veterans. It’s all complete BS! So 
many Americans pay lip service 
to supporting our troops and 
veterans but the sad truth is that 
it’s all (untrue).

 My Iraq War hero son came 
back from that nightmare com-
pletely messed up. He has suf-
fered severe PTSD, traumatic 
brain injury (TBI), suicidal 
depression, and drug addic-
tion — an all-too-common 
nightmare for thousands of our 
combat veterans. He presently 
sits in jail because an unfeeling, 
cold-hearted, hypocritical judi-
cial system has failed him.
 Supporting our veterans is not 
political slogans or plaques on 
walls. Supporting our veterans 
requires proactive dedication to 
making sure they get what we 
owe them, and we as a society 
owe them a great deal in every 
way we can to support them.

Jeffrey Van Middlebrook
Easy Street

T
he Santa Clara Valley Water District board’s Jan. 26 

decision to delay action on a staff-recommended con-

tract is an encouraging development at first glance, 

but ultimately a puzzling one.

 As reported in this week’s Voice, at least two board mem-

bers raised concerns about hiring the firm RMC Water and 

Environment for preliminary engineering work on the dis-

trict’s planned recycled water program. The hesitation to 

award the $4.9 million contract to that firm was understand-

able: RMC was the sole bidder for the project and, even more 

significant, its billing for work it performed earlier is being 

questioned by some staff and board members.

 Possible financial discrepancies surfaced last year in emails 

from a staff manager, who flagged $350,000 billed by RMC 

for work that it had not performed on a project it was hired to 

do several years ago, and called into question costs paid to the 

firm totaling $512,000. RMC had been hired for work on the 

Lower Silver Creek Flood Protection Project, a contract with 

a $375,000 price tag. But in the end that amount ballooned to 

$1.7 million.

 The possibility of fraudulent billing by RMC prompted the 

Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office to investigate. 

This week, the DA’s office said it didn’t find anything that 

would call for further investigation, but the district board was 

rightly concerned over the questions raised; last fall it autho-

rized an independent investigation into RMC’s billing history 

with the district, although that audit has yet to be launched.

 The staff recommendation to award the $4.9 million con-

tract to RMC touched off a board discussion at last week’s 

meeting about, among other things, the wisdom of hiring a 

firm whose billing practices the board wants investigated. 

“I’m not impugning (RMC), but we need to demonstrate that 

we are above reproach,” board President Barbara Keegan said. 

And member Gary Kremen urged his colleagues to support 

putting the project out to bid again.

 A second bidding process seems in order. RMC has a long 

history of working with the district, and other companies 

may have been under the impression that the district would 

favor that firm — an impression possibly strengthened by the 

fact that a top manager in the district is married to RMC’s 

co-owner. In fact, a representative of one company that had 

initially been interested in the current project told staff the 

firm didn’t bid for it because company officials believed that 

RMC was “well-positioned” to get the job. After the Jan. 26 

board discussion, however, such perspectives might change, 

and competitive bidding on major projects might be possible.

 But strangely, although it delayed the vote, the board didn’t 

direct staff to come back with additional information — for 

example, possible interest by other companies if the district 

re-bids the project, or other factors that might support the 

staff ’s recommendation. That’s what is puzzling. And a look 

at the Feb. 9 district board agenda reveals an action item 

to approve the same staff recommendation to sign the con-

tract with RMC, with no updated staff report reflecting the 

board’s concerns and additional information that might allay 

those concerns. The agenda estimates the item to take five 

minutes, suggesting a staff assumption that the contract with 

RMC is a done deal.

 If this is the case, the board should explain why it is willing 

to go forward with this contract with no additional informa-

tion — documented and accessible to the public — to justify 

its action, given the as-yet unclear billing history of RMC. V

Water district board’s delay on contract 
wise, but what’s the next step?

EDITORIAL

YOUR LETTERS

GUEST OPINIONS

E D I T O R I A L
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L E T T E R S
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650.488.7325    |    www.deleonrealty.com   |    CalBRE #01903224

Please join DeLeon Realty at our February Seminar. 

Gain insight from Michael Repka, the Managing 

Broker and General Counsel of DeLeon Realty, into 

how you can best prepare and market your home 

to achieve the maximum sales price. Also hear the 

latest market updates from Ken DeLeon, the most 

successful real estate broker in Silicon Valley.

Thursday, February 18, 2016
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Selling Your Home 
in Silicon Valley for Top Dollar

Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country Club, 
Grand Ballroom

3000 Alexis Drive, Palo Alto

To RSVP, please contact Kimberly Vigil at 650.543.8500

or by email at RSVP@deleonrealty.com 
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Perfect Entry Point into Atherton

Th oughtfully updated and carefully maintained, this 2 bedroom, 1.5 

bath home of 1,590 sq. ft. (per county) on a gated lot of 10,360 sq. ft. 

(per county) off ers the perfect opportunity for securing a prestigious 

Atherton address. Th is lovely home features handsomely remodeled 

kitchen and bathroom spaces and an unfi nished lower level, ideal for 

expansion. Boasting mature fruit trees and a detached garage, this 

property also enjoys close proximity to Holbrook-Palmer Park 

and Encinal Elementary (API 930) (buyer to verify eligibility).

www.117Middlef ield.com  

For video tour & more photos, please visit:
® OPEN HOUSE
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MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE RESTAURANT REVIEW

MOVIE TIMES

BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENT

Bird Dog’s sophisticated menu 
keeps the focus on fun

review by Trevor Felch photos by Veronica Weber
The duck at Bird Dog incorporates the surprising 
element of bananas in the sauce.

Fine dining 
 with
  a few

Fine dining 
 with
  a few quirksquirks
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I t didn’t take long to real-
ize that Bird Dog is not 
the kind of restaurant Palo 

Alto sees very often. The res-
taurant, which opened at 420 
Ramona St. in November, offers 
big-city sophistication with a 
hefty dose of quirkiness.

Whether it’s the lightly wilt-
ed spinach ($11) bursting with 
the fragrant allure of vadou-
van (a French version of an 
Indian spice blend), a stun-
ning, abstract plating duo of 
eggplant and shishito peppers 
($13) or heirloom carrots ($14) 
of myriad sizes in a robust 
sauce made from red curry, 
tamarind and oranges, chef/co-
owner Robbie Wilson is clearly 
a vegetable whisperer.

The only holdover from Wil-
son’s menu at his previous res-
taurant, the acclaimed Mattei’s 
Tavern in Santa Barbara wine 
country, is the simple yet down-
right special whole avocado 
($14) grilled over California 
red oak chips. The avocado is 
halved, the pit scooped out and 
an umami-packed ponzu sauce 
fills the hole with precise grill 
marks on the avocado. Some 
fresh wasabi and kombu sea-
weed complete what is a perfect 

dish. Palo Alto better thank 
Wilson’s wife for insisting that 
he bring the avocado starter 
with them to the Bay Area.

Bird dishes are indeed high-
lights at Bird Dog. Wilson uses 
dry-aged duck ($27) for a lovely 
and complicated preparation 
involving smoking, brining and 
then cooking the bird sous-vide; 
it’s artistically laid out with 
bronzed skin on one of the two 
pieces. Then add to the equa-
tion finely minced cashews, 
like sand, and the curve-ball 
of a banana sauce-like pud-
ding made from both whole old 
bananas and banana chips.

Even more thrilling is a deli-
cately fried chicken thigh ($18), 
served with smoked uni and 
an egg-yolk sauce that together 
become something like the sea-
food-tinged mayonnaise that 
drips down your hands while 
eating a lobster roll.

Wilson is clearly having fun 
at Bird Dog. He also is a dis-
ciplined, thoughtful chef. He 
learned in the kitchens of 
industry giants like Thomas 
Keller, Nobu Matsuhisa and 
Tom Colicchio, and he wants to 
“bird dog” the fun in fine din-
ing. The term means to pursue 
with fierce determination, but 
mostly, it’s just a fun phrase that 
reflects how Wilson wants to 

share the Silicon Valley mindset 
of achieving success and having 
a good time en route.

Rather than music in the 
restrooms, you’ll hear a distinc-
tive voice: Julia Child, talking 
about things like the various 
culinary uses for butter. This 
is both in homage to her influ-
ence on cooking and because 
the Santa Barbara native often 
would stay at Mattei’s Tavern. 
Artistic birds hanging from 
the ceiling were made by a 
graffiti artist. The well-priced 
and well-chosen wine list tells 

diners to “Enjoy The Hunt” 
with a picture of a dog leash, 
since we all know using a wine 
list can be detective work. The 
bread is an excellent grilled roti, 
liberally sprinkled with sea salt. 
Quirky, fun and it works.

Not everything was a rousing 
hit, but the faults were minor. 
The cured and cooked plancha 
salmon ($24) had an ideal, 
medium-rare consistency but 
it needed another dimension. 
Wagyu ribeye ($33) looked like 
it was going to be utter steak 
bliss and mysteriously didn’t 

boast as beefy a character or 
buttery texture as anticipated. 
A bowl of farro with a poached 
egg and miso ($12) needed 
more miso and was watery 
rather than rich and thick. I 
adored the acidity, spice and 
crunch of lime, chiles, pecans, 
and sesame oil with the raw tai 
snapper ($17), yet some bites of 
fish were stringy.

All of these are small quibbles. 
It’s easy to look past them with 
what must be Palo Alto’s most 

Stanford’s 125th Anniversary Symposia Series

Celebrating 
Founders

Robbie Wilson is the executive 
chef at Bird Dog.

R E STAU R A N TR E V I E W

 Continued on next page

The big eye tuna is prepared with honeycrisp apples, soy and lime.
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creative cocktails, split between 
re-interpreted classics and new 
inventions. I recommend the 
“Otobai,” a yuzu-driven version 
of a Sidecar.

The 120-seat dining room 
is awash in black and whites 
as if Armani chose the color 
palette. An immaculate open 
kitchen anchors the rear of the 
space and a stone-topped bar 
sits by the front windows, with 
the dramatic dining room and 
bare-wood tables sandwiched 
between the two. Pay attention 
to the gorgeous hand-blown 
glass lamps above; none of them 
are quite alike.

Service is both attentive and 
laid back. One area for improve-
ment: with sharing encouraged, 
servers need to stagger the 
courses with smart pacing so 
the table is never cluttered.

Desserts bring more sweet and 
savory crossover fun. A chocolate 
cremeux comes with Hitachino 
beer in the ice cream; a winning 
Meyer lemon tartlet was served 
with a dot of avocado mousse and 
a quenelle of coconut ice cream. 
The best of the three dessert 
options is the cookie jar ($5). The 
rotating selection of “cookies,” 
from passion fruit mini-macarons 
to seaweed and cacao nib stud-
ded madeleines, are worthy of 
the sweets you would find at the 
end of a meal at a three-Michelin 
starred in Paris, for their quality 
and intriguing flavors.

They are the perfect way to end 
a night at a new Palo Alto cor-
nerstone. Hopefully, this signals 
the beginning of more restau-
rants that are able to bird dog 
fun, creativity and quality. V

Freelance writer Trevor 
Felch can be emailed at 

trevorfelch@yahoo.com.

The Jean and Bill Lane
Lecture Series  2015–2016

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011    HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU 
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program

Presents  Claudia Rankine
Reading 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2016, 8:00 PM

CEMEX AUDITORIUM, ZAMBRANO HALL, 
KNIGHT MANAGEMENT CENTER, 

641 KNIGHT WAY 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

“A singular perspective, a consummate talent, 
and a courageous spirit.”  
                 — Jackson Prize Judges Citation© John Lucas

CELEBRATING OUR  
5TH ANNIVERSARY

185 Castro St., Mountain View  
650-625-8155

www.ephesusrestaurant.net

Thank you for your support!

 Continued from previous page

The open kitchen at Bird Dog in Palo Alto is in full view of diners.

D I N I N G N O T E S

Bird Dog 
420 Ramona St., Palo Alto 

650-656-8180 
birddogpa.com

Hours:  
Dinner: Mon. – Thu. 5 – 10 

p.m.; Fri. and Sat., 5 – 11 pm

Lots and 
street nearby, 
not easy at 
peak time

Full bar

Medium, 
sometimes 
medium high

Good

Credit Cards

Reservations

Take-out Orders

Catering

Outdoor Seating

Wheelchair
access

Parking

Alcohol

Noise level

Bathroom
cleanliness
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13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi (R)     
Century 16: 1:30 & 7:25 p.m.     
Century 20: 7:05 & 10:35 p.m. Fri. & Sat. noon, 3:25 p.m.     

45 Years (R) 1/2    Aquarius Theatre: 1:45, 4, 7 & 9:15 p.m.    

The 5th Wave (PG-13)    Century 16: 10:20 a.m.      
Century 20: 10:55 a.m., 1:40, 4:35, 7:20 & 10:15 p.m.     

Anomalisa (R) 1/2     
Aquarius Theatre: 2:25, 4:35, 7:40 & 9:50 p.m.     

The Big Short (R) 1/2     
Century 16: 10:25 a.m., 1:25, 4:35, 7:40 & 10:40 p.m.      
Century 20: 10:45 a.m., 1:45, 4:45, 7:45 & 10:45 p.m.     

The Boy (PG-13)    Century 16: 10:40 a.m., 4:45 & 10:45 p.m.     
Century 20: 11:30 a.m., 2:30, 5:10, 7:55 & 10:45 p.m.     

Brooklyn (PG-13) 1/2    Century 20: 10:45 a.m., 4:25 & 10:15 p.m.     
Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:15 & 7:15 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 9:55 p.m.     

The Choice (PG-13)    Century 16: 10:25 a.m., 1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:15 p.m.     
Century 20: 10:50 a.m., 1:30, 4:15, 7:05 & 10:10 p.m.     

Daddy’s Home (PG-13)    Century 20: 7:35 & 10:15 p.m.     

The Danish Girl (R)    Century 20: 10:55 a.m., 1:50 & 4:45 p.m.     

Dirty Grandpa (R)    Century 16: 12:50 & 9:55 p.m.      
Century 20: 2:15, 4:55, 7:30 & 10:10 p.m.     

Fifty Shades of Black (R)     
Century 20: 11:40 a.m., 2:50, 5:40, 8:10 & 10:40 p.m.     

The Finest Hours (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: 1:05 & 7:05 p.m. In 3-D at 10:15 a.m., 4 & 10:05 p.m.     
Century 20: 10:50 a.m., 4:30 & 7:30 p.m. In 3-D at 1:35 & 10:20 p.m.     

Hail, Caesar! (PG-13)    Century 20: 10:55 a.m., 1:40, 4:25, 7:10 & 
9:50 p.m. In X-D at 12:10, 2:50, 5:30, 8:10 & 10:45 p.m.      
Palo Alto Square: 1:15, 4 & 7 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 9:45 p.m.     

The Hateful Eight (R) 1/2     
Century 16: 8:50 p.m.     Century 20: 9:20 p.m.     

Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG)    Century 16: 10:55 a.m., 1:40, 2:35, 4:20, 
5:20, 7:10, 8:05 & 9:35 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 12:10 a.m. In 3-D at 10 & 11:50 
a.m., 12:45, 3:30, 6:15 & 10:30 p.m.     Century 20: 10:45 & 11:10 a.m., 
12:30, 1:10, 1:45, 3:05, 4:15, 5:35, 6:15, 6:50, 8:05 & 10:40 p.m. In 3-D at 
11:50 a.m., 2:25, 3:40, 5, 7:35, 8:45 & 10:10 p.m. In 3-D D-BOX at 3:40 & 
8:45 p.m. In D-BOX at 10:45 a.m., 1:10 & 6:15 p.m.     

The Lady in the Van (PG-13)      
Century 16: 11:10 a.m., 1:50, 4:25, 7 & 9:35 p.m.     

Norm of the North (PG)    Century 20: 11:25 a.m.     

Notorious (1946) (Not Rated)    Stanford Theatre: 5:35 & 9:35 p.m.     

Oscar Nominated Short Films 2016: Animation (Not Rated)    
Guild Theatre: 2:30 & 7:15 p.m.     

Oscar Nominated Short Films 2016: Live Action (Not Rated)    
Guild Theatre: 4:45 & 9:30 p.m.     

The Philadelphia Story (1940) (Not Rated)     
Stanford Theatre: 7:30 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 3:30 p.m.     

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (PG-13)     
Century 16: 10:05 a.m., 1, 4:05, 7:20 & 10:10 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 12:01 a.m.     
Century 20: 11:35 a.m., 2:20, 5, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m. In D-BOX at 11:35 
a.m., 2:20, 5, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m.     

The Revenant (R) 1/2     
Century 16: 11:55 a.m., 3:30, 5:25, 7, 8:55 & 10:25 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 1:55 p.m.     
Century 20: 11:55 a.m., 3:30, 7 & 10:25 p.m.     

Ride Along 2 (PG-13) 1/2    Century 16: 11:45 a.m., 2:30, 5:15, 7:55 & 
10:35 p.m.    Century 20: 11:50 a.m., 2:40, 5:25, 8:05 & 10:40 p.m.     

Room (R)    Century 16: 10 a.m., 3:50 & 7:05 p.m.     

Spotlight (R) 1/2    Century 16: 10:10 a.m., 1:20, 4:30, 7:30 & 
10:30 p.m.     Century 20: 1:30 & 7:10 p.m.     

Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens (PG-13)     
Century 16: 10 a.m., 1:10, 2:50, 4:20, 7:35, 9:25 & 10:45 p.m. In 3-D at 
11:35 a.m., 6:10 p.m.     Century 20: 11:45 a.m., 3:50, 7:10 & 10:30 p.m.     

To Catch a Thief (1955) (PG)     
Century 16: Sun. 2 p.m.     Century 20: Sun. 2 p.m.     

AQUARIUS: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (327-3241)  
CENTURY CINEMA 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)
CENTURY 20 DOWNTOWN: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-3264)
CINEARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

STANFORD THEATRE: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700)
For show times, plot synopses and more information about any films playing at the  

Aquarius, visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com

Skip it
Some redeeming qualities

A good bet
Outstanding

For show times, plot synopses,  
trailers and more movie  
info, visit www.mv-voice.com  
and click on movies.

M O V I E T I M E SM O V I E O P E N I N G S

A less perfect union
CHARLOTTE RAMPLING QUESTIONS HER MARRIAGE IN ‘45 YEARS’

1/2 (Aquarius Theatre)

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE BUREAU FILM COMPANY LIMITED

Charlotte Rampling and Tom Courtenay star as a couple who receive shattering news on their wedding 
anniversary that changes their marriage.

 We all know what happens 
when a pebble kicks up on the 
highway and leaves a tiny crack 
on a windshield. The crack 
grows, slowly, inexorably, and 
the days of the windshield are 
numbered. So goes the tragic 
form: one bad choice, one unset-
tling piece of information, and 
the hero will never see the end of 
it. In Andrew Haigh’s “45 Years,” 
the crack forms in a marriage, 
and we watch its agonizingly 
spread.
 Writer-director Haigh has a 
knack for burrowing under the 
skin of those who lead lives of 
ostensible creature comforts but 
creeping emotional discomfort. 
Best known for “gay-themed” 
projects (the lovely film “Week-
end” and the nearly departed 
HBO series “Looking”), Haigh 
here adapts David Constantine’s 
heterosexual-themed short story 
“In Another Country” to exam-
ine how a man and woman, 
poised to celebrate the titular 
anniversary, are forced by one bit 
of news to reexamine their entire 
history together, including the 
viability of their marriage. 
 Childless retirees Kate and 
Geoff Mercer (Charlotte Ram-
pling and Tom Courtenay) enjoy 

an upper-middle-class existence 
in the British countryside. News 
arrives, however improbably, 
of a body discovered in a Swiss 
glacier. The body, preserved since 
1962, belongs to a girl named 
Katya, the girlfriend Geoff lost 
on a backpacking expedition 
when he was 25. When this news 
joins the couple at their break-
fast table, the couple make an 
immediate tacit agreement that 
the gruesome revelation is unset-
tling, yes, but trivial. 
 And so the dishonesty begins 
or, to put it another way, contin-
ues, for both Geoff and Kate have 
their doubts, rediscovered along 
with Katya’s body. Behavioral 
shifts signal the unspoken, the 
couple’s domestic tranquility 
disturbed. A badly timed sexual 
mood marks the first bout of 
protesting too much, one that 
fizzles sadly. Geoff lets stubble 
grow out, and both he and Kate 
frequently find themselves lost in 
thought. From the dead, Katya 
shakes the couple’s sense of pur-
pose, as individuals and in their 
consecrated union.
 If Geoff is tortured by what 
might have been, Kate suf-
fers the possibility that she has 
always been, and always will be, 

second best to the idealized girl 
frozen in that glacier. Haigh’s 
typically sensitive direction abets 
performances of heartbreaking 
personal and relational frailty 
from the Oscar-nominated Ram-
pling and the unjustly neglected 
Courtenay. The final twist of the 
knife comes with the anniversary 
party, held at the same site as the 
battle-capping Trafalgar Ball 
in 1805. But this won’t end like 
the Shakespeare comedy that 
relievedly concludes, “And time 
it is when raging war is done/To 
smile at ’scapes and perils over-
blown.”
 “45 Years” locates its drama 
largely in micro-expressions and 
gestural nuances, the resistance 
to melodrama clarifying the 
film’s haunting staying power. 
Not unlike the characters, you 
may well find yourself living 
with the story’s revelations long 
after you wish you had forgotten 
their implications, about the long 
odds for romance, the deeper 
psychology of mating, and the 
devastating possibility that love 
isn’t an absolute but a willful, 
occasionally mutual, delusion.
Rated R for language and brief 
sexuality. One hour, 35 minutes.

— Peter Canavese
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The big shorts
PREP FOR THE OSCARS WITH NOMINATED SHORT FILMS

 (The Guild Theatre)

COURTESY OF IMDB

“We Can’t Live Without Cosmos” is an Oscar-nominated short from 
Russia.

COURTESY OF PIXAR

“Sanjay’s Super Team” from Pixar imagines Hindu deities as super heroes.

Looking to win your home or 
office Oscar pool, impress your 
peers with your depth of knowl-
edge about the nominees, or 
simply expand your artistic hori-
zons with a dip into the pool of 
international short films? Well, 
do I have the tickets for you: 
“The Oscar Nominated Short 
Films 2016 — Live Action” and 
“The Oscar Nominated Short 
Films 2016 — Animated” pro-
grams have arrived at a theater 
near you.

Among the live-action shorts, 
the domestic entry, Henry 
Hughes’ “Day One” (25 min-
utes), is the weakest of the bunch, 
playing at the overheated pitch of 
a vintage episode of “E.R.” The 
film details the first day of an 
Afghan-American interpreter 
for the U.S. Army, which finds 
her in the uncomfortably urgent 
position of assisting in the labor 
of a bomb-making suspect’s wife. 
A more affecting drama, “Shok,” 
hails from Kosovo; this 21-min-
ute coming-of-age tale by Jamie 
Donoughue, framed as a memo-
ry piece, recounts the friendship 

of two young boys in a war zone 
(1998 Kosovo) and highlights the 
slender options available under 
Serbian) occupation.

A couple of comedies lighten 
the mood: Benjamin Cleary and 
Serena Armitage’s more-or-less-
obvious U.K. romantic-comedy 
“Stutterer” (12 minutes) follows 
the titular sufferer as he fearfully 
embarks on a real-life meeting 
with his online crush, while Basil 
Khalil and Eric Dupont’s Pales-
tinian comedy “Ave Maria” (15 
minutes) charms with its offbeat 
deadpan approach to the story of 
a family that literally crashes into 
a convent of nuns who try to help 
in spite of their vows of silence. 

Best in show, though, goes 
to Patrick Vollrath’s wrench-
ing half-hour German drama 
“Everything Will Be Okay (Alles 
Wird Gut),” about a divorced 
father’s unusual visitation day 
with his 8-year-old daughter, 
which turns into an emotionally 
trying, heartfelt but risky journey.

The animated selections have 
a mostly familiar feel, falling 
into certain formulas popular in 

M O V I E O P E N I N G S

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTRAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Sabbath School: 9:30 a.m.

Saturday Services: Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Study Groups: 10-11 a.m.

Pastor Kenny Fraser, B.A.M. DIV
1425 Springer Rd., Mtn. View - Office Hrs. M-F 9am-1pm 

www.mtviewda.adventistfaith.org  Phone: 650-967-2189

Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All 

Children’s Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:10  Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012

www.losaltoslutheran.org

LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
Please call 
Blanca Yoc

at 650-223-6596
or email  

byoc@paweekly.com

We’re hiring
Assistant Editor

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210

The Palo Alto Weekly/PaloAltoOnline.com is seeking a 
talented and experienced journalist to become our assistant 
editor. The position offers opportunities to manage entire 
publications and special sections, write about home and real 
estate topics, present and promote work digitally, assist with 
news editing and serve as a key member of an award-winning 
editorial team. 

The ideal candidate possesses the creativity, organizational 
aptitude, focus on quality and adroitness in interpersonal 
communications to guide publications from start to finish. 
Two to four years of experience as a news editor is desired, 
as is the ability to juggle multiple projects. A strong interest 
in home, interior design and gardening topics, the position’s 
main beat, is essential. 

Knowledge of the Palo Alto community would be a plus. An 
enjoyment of teamwork and the ability to direct a variety of 
writers, including interns and freelancers, are key. 

This is a benefited position, offering health insurance and a 
401(k) savings plan, paid vacation, paid sick time and paid 
company holidays. We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

To apply, please submit a cover letter detailing how your 
experience fits the needs of the position. Also attach your 
resume, three articles you’ve written and links to two 
publications or sections you’ve edited. Email the materials, 
with “Assistant Editor” in the subject line, to Editor Jocelyn 
Dong at jdong@paweekly.com. No phone calls, please.

the short-form animated genre. 
For starters, perennial nominee 
Pixar returns to the category 
with Sanjay Patel and Nicole 
Grindle’s “Sanjay’s Super Team” 
(7 minutes), recently seen in 
front of the feature “The Good 
Dinosaur.” It’s a sweet-natured 
exploration of a first-generation 
Indian-American boy warming 
to his father’s Hindu faith by 
imagining gods in the vein of 
the boy’s beloved superheroes. 
Gabriel Osorio and Pato Escala’s 
“Bear Story” (11 minutes), from 
Chile, also uses CGI but through 
a wholly silent aesthetic, in a 
melancholy but hopeful story of 
a bear turning his family tragedy 
into art.

With his enjoyably quirky, 
borderline-absurd 16-minute 
Russian entry “We Can’t Live 
Without Cosmos,” Konstantin 
Bronzit explores a deep bond of 
friendship between cosmonauts 
in training, but it’s trumped for 
sheer loopy joy by Don Hertz-
feldt’s delirious, mind-bending 
“World of Tomorrow” (17 min-
utes), in which a little girl learns 
of her fate from her time-travel-
ing future self.

The pithiest entry in either 
program, the 6-minute U.K. 
short “Prologue,” is also the least 
kid-friendly, but it’s been posi-
tioned at the end and preceded 
by a warning in case you’d like 
to make an early exit with your 
child. Richard Williams and 
Imogen Sutton’s film strikingly 
depicts, in hand-drawn ani-
mation, two Spartan warriors 
clashing with two Athenians, 
exposing blood and genitals in 
the process. The 88th Academy 
Awards ceremony airs on Sun-
day, Feb. 28, 2016 ... now you have 
another way to get ready.

Both programs not MPAA 
rated. One hour, 26 minutes (Ani-
mated) and one hour, 47 minutes 
(Live Action).

— Peter Canavese
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H I G H L I G H T
‘MIDDLETOWN’

Los Altos Stage Company’s first production of the year will be “Middletown,”  
a modern-day take on Thornton Wilder’s classic “Our Town” that offers an 

offbeat exploration of life’s beauty and difficulties. There will be no shows on 
Feb. 7 and 10. Jan. 28-Feb. 21, Wednesday-Saturday, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m.  

$30 adult; $18 student (under age 18 or with ID). Bus Barn Theater,  
97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. Call 650-941-0551. www.losaltosstage.org

M O U N TA I N V I E W VOICE

ART GALLERIES
‘Bugs and Blooms’ Caffe Romanza, located 
on the second floor of Books Inc., will have on 
display the macro photographs of Heidi Baikie 
during the month of February. The fine art 
digital prints will feature insects and flowers. 
Feb. 1-29, Sunday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-10 p.m.; 
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Free. Caffe 
Romanza, 301 Castro St., Mountain View. 
picturemesmiling.blogspot.com
‘Red’ Gallery 9 will present works in different 
media by member artists, focusing on the 
symbolic meaning of the color red (particularly 
love) to celebrate Valentine’s Day. On Feb. 5, 
5-8 p.m., there will be a reception with the 
artists. Feb. 2-28, Tuesday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sunday, noon-4 p.m. Free. Gallery 9, 
143 Main St., Los Altos. Call 650-948-2961. 
gallery9losaltos.com
Oil paintings by Diana Jaye This 
Viewpoints Gallery exhibition will show off the 
virtuosic work of plein art artist Diana Jaye, 
including paintings of landscapes, cottages 
and clothed figures. On Feb. 6, 3-5 p.m., there 
will be a reception with the artist. Feb. 1-27, 
Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Viewpoints Gallery, 315 State 
St., Los Altos. www.viewpointsgallery.com

AUDITIONS
El Camino Youth Symphony 2016-17 
Auditions El Camino Youth Symphony is 
holding auditions for its 2016-2017 Season. The 
organization has six orchestras ranging from 
the entry-level orchestra Chamber Players to the 
prestigious Senior Symphony, as well as other 
chamber music opportunities. Applications are 
due by Feb. 28, and auditions will be held in 
March and April. Until Feb. 28. $25 audition 
fee. Palo Alto. www.ecys.org

BENEFITS/FUNDRAISERS
2016 OFJCC Annual Benefit The Oshman 
Family JCC’s annual benefit event will include 
a performance by Grammy-winning singer-
songwriter Marc Cohn. The event supports 
the center’s educational, cultural and social 
programs. Feb. 6, 6-10 p.m. $275. Oshman 
Family JCC, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto. www.
paloaltojcc.org
Super Sole Sunday Before the Super Bowl 
game, the Los Altos Methodist Church will 
host an event where community members can 
transform jeans and plastic jugs into parts for 
shoes for children in Uganda who are at risk of 
developing debilitating diseases. Sole Hope will 
ship the parts to Africa, where local tailors and 
shoemakers will complete the shoes. Attendees 
should bring jeans, plastic jugs and scissors. 
Feb. 7, noon-1:30 p.m. Free. Los Altos United 
Methodist Church, 655 Magdalena Ave., Los 
Altos. laumc.org/super-sole-sunday/

CLASSES/WORKSHOPS
Cash for College Workshop At this 
Foothill College event, current and future 
college students (and parents) can receive line-
by-line assistance in completing financial aid 
applications. Feb. 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free; $3 
parking. Foothill College, Building 8100, 12345 
El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. Call 650-949-
7710. www.foothill.edu/aid/
Free federal and state income tax 
filing and help Community members 
who made $31,000 or less or qualify for the 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for 2015 can 
prepare their federal and state income taxes 
for free through Turbo Tax Freedom Edition, 
with assistance from on-site volunteers and tax 
experts at the Mountain View Public Library. 
Those interested should call (866-577-1231) to 
make an appointment. Feb. 16, 2-7 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View Public Library, 585 Franklin St., 
Mountain View. Call 650-903-6880. goo.gl/
P9e3pR
Hatha Yoga Thursday Evenings Led 
by Patricia Joy Becker, these classes focus on 
proper alignment to balance the body. Each 

session offers a new sequence of poses that 
stretch and strengthen different body areas. 
Breathing practices and short meditations are 
often included. Thursdays, ongoing, 7:15-8:30 
p.m. $10 new student (see website for pricing). 
Yoga is Youthfulness, 590 Castro St., Mountain 
View. Call 650-285-1867. yourhealthandjoy.com
Health care programs orientation The 
Mountain View-Los Altos Adult School will hold 
a workshop for those interested in health care 
careers, providing information on the certified 
nursing assistant and medical assistant paths 
and the programs offered by the school. Online 
registration is requested. Feb. 12, 10 a.m.-noon. 
Free. Mountain View-Los Altos Adult School, 
333 Moffett Blvd., Mountain View. Call 650-
940-1333. www.mvlaae.net
LinkAges TimeBank orientation This 
event will introduce community members to 
linkAges TimeBank, a neighborhood service-
exchange network that facilitates community 
involvement. Participants are matched with 
the skills, talents and needs of those who live 
nearby — allowing neighbors to help each 
other and share interests. Feb. 9, 1-2 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View Public Library, 585 Franklin St., 
Mountain View. Call 650-903-6882. timebank.
linkages.org
Midpeninsula Media Center 
Orientation The Midpeninsula Media Center 
will offer orientation sessions, where community 
members can learn the basics about the public 
access TV channel and its available resources. 
Information will be shared about opportunities 
to produce programming, and there will be a 
studio tour and time for questions. First and 
third Thursdays of the month, Jan. 7-Feb. 18, 
6-7 p.m. Free. Midpeninsula Media Center, 900 
San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-494-
8686. www.midpenmedia.org
Rose Care and Pruning Master Gardener 
Kathleen Heckler will lead a free workshop on 
taking care of roses, in which she will review 
types of roses and identify tools and techniques 
for care and pruning. Feb. 13, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. Free. Mountain View Public Library, 585 
Franklin St., Mountain View. Call 650-903-
6877. mountainview.gov/librarycalendar

CONCERTS
CSMA piano students recital The 
Merit Scholar students of Ludmila Kurtova, a 
distinguished teacher at the Community School 
for Music and Arts, will perform music by 
various composers in this annual concert. Feb. 
13, 5-6:30 p.m. Free. Community School of 
Music and Arts, Tateuchi Hall, 230 San Antonio 
Circle, Mountain View. www.arts4all.org/
attend/concerts.htm
Music@Menlo Winter Series concert 
A talented quartet from the Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center — Gilles Vonsattel, 
Arnaud Sussmann, Paul Neubauer and Paul 
Watkins — will thrill listeners with a program 
of string quartets and trios from Beethoven, 
Dvo ák and Dohnányi. Feb. 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
$52/$47 general; $25/$20 under age 30. 
Oshman Family JCC, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo 
Alto. Call 650-331-0202. musicatmenlo.org
Noa and Gil Dor in concert International 
recording artist Noa — known in Israel by her 
given name, Achinoam Nini — will perform 
with longtime collaborating musician Gil Dor. 
Feb. 10, 8-10 p.m. $60 general; $55 member, 
J-Pass holder. Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 
Fabian Way, Palo Alto. www.paloaltojcc.org
San Jose International Piano 
Competition Recital This event will 
include performances by two talented young 
California pianists, Ryan Wang and Jessica, who 
have received numerous awards and honors. 
Attendees will also learn about the San Jose 
International Piano Competition, and there 
will be a Q&A session. Feb. 13, 2-3 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View Public Library, 585 Franklin 
St., Mountain View. Call 650-903-6882. 
mountainview.gov/librarycalendar
Schola Cantorum: Valentine’s Day 
Sing Schola Cantorum will hold a Valentine’s 

Day Sing, welcoming couples, friends and 
singles to sing along with the group. Lyrics 
will be projected on a screen. Feb. 14, 3 p.m. 
$15. Los Altos United Methodist Church, 655 
Magdalena Ave., Los Altos. Call 650-254-1700. 
www.scholacantorum.org

DANCE
Carolina Lugo’s & Carolé Acuña’s 
Ballet Flamenco Carolina Lugo and 
her daughter Carolé Acuña will bring their 
company of Flamenco musicians and dancers 
to Morocco’s Restaurant for a performance 
boasting footwork, song, castanets, syncopated 
clapping and guitar. Feb. 14, 2 p.m. $69 show 
and five-course dinner; $30 with minimum $40 
food/drink order. Morocco’s Restaurant, 873 
Castro St., Mountain View. www.carolinalugo.
com/performances.php

EXHIBITS
‘Beyond Space and Time’ The Oshman 
Family JCC has on display an exhibit of work 
by Chagit Ofir, a Bay Area-based artist who 
is inspired by her daily experience, family and 
friends, and Israeli history. Born in Israel, Ofir 
mainly works in the medium of oil painting, but 
she has recently branched out into sculpture. 
Dec. 7-March 21, regular facility hours. Free. 
Goldman Sports & Wellness Complex and 
Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 Fabian Way, 
Palo Alto. paloaltojcc.org/Events/beyond-space-
and-time-by-chagit-ofir
‘Fur, Fins and Feathers’ This annual 
art exhibit showcases the work of students 
and faculty from the Community School 
of Music and Arts’ Art4Schools Program. 
Over 500 pieces of artwork from more than 
20 local elementary schools is on display. 
Monday-Friday, Feb. 2-26, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View City Hall Rotunda, 500 Castro 
St., Mountain View. www.arts4all.org/study/
cityshow.htm
‘Inside Each Moment’ This Community 
School for Music and Arts (CSMA) exhibition 
will feature paintings by artist, musician and 
CSMA faculty member Claude Ferguson. On 
Feb. 26, 6-8:30 p.m., there will be a reception 
with a musical performance by the Parhelion 
Ensemble. Monday-Saturday, Feb. 5-March 20, 
9 a.m.-7 p.m. Free. Community School of Music 
and Arts, Mohr Gallery, 230 San Antonio Circle, 
Mountain View. www.arts4all.org/attend/
mohrgallery.htm

FAMILY AND KIDS
‘Here Comes Valentine Cat’ Storytime 
At this Books Inc. Mountain View event, Auntie 
Dori will lead a special Saturday storytime to 
celebrate Deborah Underwood’s new picture 
book “Here Comes Valentine Cat” — which 
features a cat who isn’t a fan of Valentine’s Day. 
Feb. 13, 4-6 p.m. Free. Books Inc., 301 Castro 
St., Mountain View. Call 415-643-3400. www.
booksinc.net/event/here-comes-valentine-cat-
storytime-books-inc-mountain-view
Intro to Mixed Media This Community 
School of Music and Arts introductory class 
for ages 8 to 13 will allow students to try out 
collage, sculpture and more over the course 
of six sessions. All materials will be provided. 
Saturdays, Feb. 13-March 19, 11:15 a.m.-
12:45 p.m. $120. Community School of Music 
and Arts, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain 
View. register.asapconnected.com/default.
aspx?org=3596

FILM
‘Mega-Drought’ and ‘Earth Under 
Water’ In honor of the 2016 Silicon Valley 
Reads theme “Chance of Rain: The Impact of 
Climate Change on Our Lives,” the Mountain 
View Public Library will offer showings of 
two 45-minute films on drought and climate 
change: “Mega-Drought” and “Earth Under 
Water.” There will be a 10-minute intermission 
between the films. Feb. 9, 6:30-8:45 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View Public Library, 585 Franklin 

St., Mountain View. Call 650-903-6882. 
mountainview.gov/librarycalendar

HEALTH
Pilates Cardiocamp in Los Altos Pilates 
Cardiocamp morning fitness classes aim to help 
students develop better posture, a stronger 
back and a firmer body while reducing body fat. 
Visit the website for specific class prices. Year-
round, Monday-Friday, 6 a.m. (Christ Episcopal); 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m. 
(Marti’s). $12-$25 per class. Christ Episcopal 
Church, 1040 Border Road, and Marti’s Dance 
Studio, 1140 Riverside Drive, Los Altos. Call 
866-339-4438. pilatescardiocamp.com

FOOD AND DRINK
Disrupting Kosher: Pop-Up Kosher 
Restaurant In partnership with L’chaim 
Foods, the Oshman Family JCC will welcome 
celebrity chef Itta Werdiger Roth for a unique 
Kosher Pop-Up experience. Seating is limited. 
Feb. 14, 6-8 p.m. $40 regular ticket; $50 with 
babysitting; $35 vegetarian only. Taube Koret 
Campus for Jewish Life, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo 
Alto. www.paloaltojcc.org

ON STAGE
‘Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin’ 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley will kick off the 
New Year with the regional premiere of a new 
work by performer and playwright Hershey 
Felder, in which he inhabits the persona and 
story of “America’s Composer,” Irving Berlin. 
See the website for specific times, dates and 
pricing. Tuesday-Sunday, Jan. 13-Feb. 14. $25-
$74. Mountain View Center for the Performing 
Arts, 500 Castro St., Mountain View. www.
theatreworks.org
Comedians at Red Rock On Valentine’s 
Day weekend, Bay Area comic Kevin Wong will 
host a special night of comedy that will include 
variety of performers who have appeared at the 
Punch Line, Cobbs, San Jose Improv, Tommy T’s 
and the SF International Comedy Competition. 
Feb. 13, 8 p.m. Free. Red Rock Coffee, 201 
Castro St., Mountain View. www.redrockcoffee.
org
West Bay Opera: ‘Eugene Onegin’ For 
its next production, West Bay Opera will stage 
Tchaikovsky’s “Eugene Onegin,” Pushkin’s 
timeless story of love unfulfilled, performed 
in Russian with English titles. Presented in 
collaboration with Mark Foehringer’s Dance 
Project|SF, the opera will include sumptuous 
costumes, elaborate sets, and a chorus and 
orchestra. Feb. 19 and 27, 8 p.m.; Feb. 21 and 
28, 2 p.m. $45-$83. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-424-
9999. www.westbayopera.org

SENIORS
Learn to play Pickleball Held next to the 
tennis courts at Rengstorff Park, this event will 
teach seniors how to play pickleball, a growing 
sport in the U.S that is easy on the joints. All 
equipment will be provided; participants should 
wear court shoes. Wednesdays, Dec. 9-March 
30, 1-3 p.m. Free (donations accepted). 
Rengstorff Park, 201 S. Rengstorff Ave., 
Mountain View. Call 650-254-1041. www.
usapa.org
Senior Companions info session This 
event will inform community members about 
the Senior Companions program, through which 
seniors can assist other seniors who want to 
continue living independently by helping with 
transportation to doctor appointments, grocery 
shopping and more. Feb. 11, 1-2 p.m. Free. 
Mountain View Senior Center, 266 Escuela 
Ave., Mountain View. Call 650-903-6330. 
mountainview.gov/seniors
SVILC Housing Search This two-hour 
workshop will provide an overview of the services 
the Silicon Valley Independent Living Center 
(SVILC) provides to the cross-disability community 
in Santa Clara County. The program will focus on 
how the center can assist with finding and securing 
integrated, affordable and accessible housing. Feb. 

11, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Free. Mountain View Senior 
Center, 266 Escuela Ave., Mountain View. Call 
650-903-6330. mountainview.gov/seniors

LECTURES & TALKS
‘Voices of the Undocumented’ 
discussion Authors Val Rosenfeld and 
Flor Fortunati will participate in a reading 
and discussion of their book “Voices of the 
Undocumented,” which tells the stories of nine 
undocumented individuals and the challenges 
they face. Feb. 11, 6:30-8 p.m. Free. Mountain 
View Public Library, 585 Franklin St., Mountain 
View. Call 650-903-6337. mountainview.gov/
librarycalendar
Ann Wein on modeling natural 
disasters Anne Wein, operations research 
analyst with the U.S. Geological Survey, will 
summarize the methodologies used in modeling 
natural disasters, describe findings from recently 
studied scenarios and note how these studies 
can be used to mitigate or plan for natural 
disasters. The event is part of the Technology 
and Society Committee Luncheon Forum series. 
Feb. 10, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. $12 lunch. Hangen 
Szechuan Restaurant, 134 Castro St., Mountain 
View. Call 650-969-7215. tian.greens.org/
TASC.shtml
Author Barry Lancet on ‘Pacific Burn’ 
Barry Lancet will share “Pacific Burn,” the third 
installment in his critically-acclaimed series 
following antique dealer and private investigator 
Jim Brodie as a search for a legendary killer 
takes him from San Francisco to the U.S. capital, 
Tokyo, Kyoto and beyond. Feb. 11, 7-9 p.m. 
Free. Books Inc., 301 Castro St., Mountain 
View. Call 415-643-3400. www.booksinc.net/
event/barry-lancet-books-inc-mountain-view
Author Jason Denzel on ‘Mystic’ Jason 
Denzel — founder of Dragonmount.com, an 
online community for fans of Robert Jordan’s 
“The Wheel of Time” series — will discuss the 
first book in his own new epic fantasy series, 
“Mystic.” Feb. 10, 7 p.m. Free. Books Inc., 301 
Castro St., Mountain View. www.booksinc.net/
event/jason-denzel-books-inc-mountain-view
Other Voices: ‘Trans-Pacific 
Plutocracy’ At this month’s Other Voices 
forum, Robert Younger and Xiomara Castro 
will participate in a discussion about what is 
wrong with the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). 
Attendees will also learn about grassroots 
strategies and how they can get involved in 
lobbying Congress to vote no on TPP. Feb. 10, 
7-8 p.m. Free. Midpeninsula Media Center, 900 
San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-326-
8837. www.peaceandjustice.org

TEEN ACTIVITIES
Intro to Ceramics Offered by the 
Community School of Music and Arts, this six-
week mini session on ceramics for teens ages 13 
to 18 will teach basic hand-building and glazing 
skills, as well as provide experience at using a 
pottery wheel. All materials will be provided. 
Tuesdays, Feb. 9-March 15, 4-5:30 p.m. $120. 
Community School of Music and Arts, 230 
San Antonio Circle, Mountain View. register.
asapconnected.com/default.aspx?org=3596
Intro to Drawing The Community School 
of Music and Arts will lead a six-week course 
for teens on beginning drawing techniques. 
Students will explore different materials, as well 
as learn composition and observation methods. 
All materials will be provided. Saturdays, Feb. 
13-March 19, 3:30-5 p.m. $120. Community 
School of Music and Arts, 230 San Antonio 
Circle, Mountain View. register.asapconnected.
com/default.aspx?org=3596
Intro to Painting This introductory six-
week class for teens at the Community School 
of Music and Arts will give students room to 
explore various painting mediums, including 
watercolor, acrylic and oil. All materials will 
be provided. Tuesdays, Feb. 9-March 15, 
4:30-6 p.m. $120. Community School of Music 
and Arts, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain 
View. register.asapconnected.com/default.
aspx?org=3596
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
PREGNANT?   
Considering adoption? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (CalSCAN)

PREGNANT?  
Thinking of adoption? Talk with car-
ing agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s 
One True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/ New Mexico/Indiana 
(AAN CAN)

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

Stanford Museum Volunteer

Yes, Nora! A Stage to Page Show

130 Classes & 
Instruction
AIRLINE CAREERS   
begin here – Get started by training 
as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance. 800-725-1563 
(AAN CAN)

English Tutor Palo Alto

Pilates Cardiocamp  
Are you ready for better posture, firm 
muscles, more energy and flexibility? 
Take a FREE WEEK on us! Visit:  
www.PilatesCardiocamp.com  
NEW Woodside:7amT,Th,F 9am M,W 
Los Altos: 6am M-Fri, 9am M,T,Th,Fr

SAT Prep And College App Advice

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Private Piano 
Instruction  
Lessons in your home. Bachelor of 
Music. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

Piano Lessons  
Quality Piano Lessons in Menlo Park. 
Call (650)838-9772 Alita Lake

135 Group Activities
SRI Organon Toastmasters

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE BOOKS TO SUPPORT LIBRARY

WISH LIST FRIENDS OF PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
ASST SECTION MGRS FOR FOPAL

FRIENDS OF MENLO PARK LIBRARY

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

Mentors wanted

Paid Research Study @ Stanford 

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  
We Buy Like New or Damaged. Running 
or Not. Get Paid! Free Towing! We’re 
Local! Call For Quote: 1-888-420-3808 
(AAN CAN)

Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat  
to Heritage for the Blind. FREE 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care of. Call  
800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

Older Car, Boat, RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 
1-800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

Porsche 356/911/912  
for restoration by hobbyist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condition, top $ paid  
707 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Menlo Park, 2066 Sterling Ave., Feb. 6, 
1-5pm

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Entertainment Center  
Lge Teak entertainment Center. Great 
condition.

245 Miscellaneous
AT&T U-Verse Internet  
starting at $15/month or TV and Internet 
starting at $49/month for 12 months with 
1-year agreement. Call 1-800-453-0516 to 
learn more. (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network   
Get MORE for LESS! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months.) PLUS Bundle 
and SAVE (Fast Internet for $15 more/
month.) CALL Now 
1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

HOME BREAK-INS  
take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call  
855-404-7601(Cal-SCAN)

SAWMILLS  
from only $4397. Make and Save money 
with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

Switch to DIRECTV  
and get a FREE Whole-Home Genie 
HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at $19.99/
mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOWTIME 
and STARZ. New Customers Only. Don’t 
settle for cable. Call Now  
1-800-385-9017. (Cal-SCAN)

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
child care offered

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Peng Piano Academy- Summer Camp

Mind
& Body

417 Groups
DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
CPAP/BIPAP Supplies   
at little or no cost from Allied Medical 
Supply Network! Fresh supplies deliv-
ered right to your door. Insurance may 
cover all costs. 800-421-4309. (Cal-SCAN)

ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 844-244-7149 (M-F 9am-8pm  
central) (AAN CAN)

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?  
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain- relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 
1-800-796-5091 (Cal-SCAN)

Life Alert. 24/7  
One press of a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t 
reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 
800-714-1609. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub  
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-
In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

Struggling with Drugs?  
Alcohol? Addicted to pills? Talk to some-
one who cares. Call The Addiction Hope 
and Help Line for a free assessment. 
800-978-6674

Xarelto Users   
have you had complications due to 
internal bleeding (after January 2012)? 
If so, you MAY be due financial compen-
sation. If you don’t have an attorney, 
CALL Injuryfone today! 1-800-425-4701. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Associate Digital Editor  
Embarcadero Media is looking for 
a talented writer/editor to help our 
digital media team develop and 
implement new initiatives to reach 
the growing number of young 
people living, working and playing in 
the region. 
 
Our ideal candidate is a social media 
wizard and a witty and sassy writer 
capable of entertaining readers 
with an irreverent and snappy style. 
You love food and drink, outdoor 
recreation and care about the arts 
and social issues. You also believe 
that serious journalism can be fun 
for readers. 
  
You will be joining an innovative 
media company that put the first 
complete U.S. newspaper online 
more than 20 years ago and regularly 
wins awards for its news and opinion, 
and continues to grow and invest 
in local journalism. We are a team-
oriented group that values feedback 
and collaboration and holds our-
selves to high standards. 
  
The job is full-time with benefits in 
our Palo Alto office, located just two 
blocks from the California Ave. train 
station. 
 
You should have a degree in market-
ing, journalism, communication, digi-
tal media or related field and work 
experience involving social media 
and/or reporting. Strong preference 
for applicants very familiar with the 
Palo Alto area. 
  
Apply by sending an email that  
catches our attention to  
pbeller@embarcaderomediagroup.com 
along with a resume and two short 
samples of your writing.

Business  
Electric Power Research Institute, Inc. 
has openings for Senior Business 
Analysts in Palo Alto, CA. Analyze 
business and data processing probs 
to implement and improve comp. sys. 
To apply, go to http://www.epri.com/
careers/Pages/Default.aspx. Click 
Search Jobs. Search 2108.

Computer  
TripAdvisor LLC currently has open-
ings for the following positions in 
our Palo Alto, CA location (various 
level types): 
 
Software Engineers: (10173.117) 
Design and develop backend soft-
ware code and APIs (Application 
Program Interface) for TripAdvisor 
mobile team. 
  
Software Engineers: (10173.93) 
Develop, deploy, and maintain con-
sumer facing features for TripAdvisor 
site. 
  
Send your resumes to: TripAdvisor 
LLC /TripAdvisor Recruiting, 400 
1st Ave, Needham, MA 02494. Must 
reference position and Job ID# listed 
above. EOE.

PREP COOK  
Quadrus Cafe seeking full-time prep 
cook... Mon-Fri daytime mostly; must 
be reliable, willing to train.

Software Engineer  
Assist in building fault-tolerant 
distributed data processing systems 
from the ground up. Applies knowl-
edge of FFMs, machine learning, 
C++ and Python Programming. Reqs: 
M.S. Computer Science or closely 
related field. Only applicants sending 
cvr ltr, CV and salary reqs to Jenna 
Meachem, HR Business Partner 
West Coast, Criteo Corp., 411 High 
Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301 will be 
considered. 

Technology  
HP Inc., is accepting resumes for 
the position of Systems/ Software 
Engineer in Palo Alto, CA (Ref. # 
HPPALSSE1). Conduct or participate 
in multi-disciplinary research and 
collaborate with equipment design-
ers and/or hardware engineers in the 
design, development, and utilization 
of electronic data processing systems 
software. Design, 
develop, troubleshoot, and debug 
software programs. Mail resume to 
HP Inc., c/o Andrew Bergoine, 11445 
Compaq Center Drive W. Houston, 
TX 77070. Resume must include Ref. 
#, full name, email address and mail-
ing address. No phone calls. Must be 
legally authorized to work in U.S. 
without sponsorship. EOE.

WAITER  
Quadrus Cafe, located on Sand Hill 
Road, is looking for a reliable person... 
Monday-Friday, 10am-3pm; Hourly 
plus tips. Willing to train. 

560 Employment 
Information
Drivers: $2K Sign-On Bonus  
Love your $60K+ Job! We Put Drivers 
First! Pet & Rider. Avg $1200 Weekly. 
CDL-A Req. 
(877) 258-8782.  
drive4melton.com (Cal-SCAN)

PAID IN ADVANCE!  
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures 
From Home! No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers since 
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start 
Immediately! www.TheIncomeHub.com 
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-800-550-4822. 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
Big Trouble With IRS?  
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? 
Stop wage and bank levies, liens and 
audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
and resolve tax debt FAST. Call  
844-753-1317 (AAN CAN) 

Owe Over $10K to IRS?  
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS or 
State in back taxes? Our firm works to 
reduce the tax bill or zero it out com-
pletely FAST. Call now 855-993-5796 
(Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

FOGSTER.COM

To place a Classified  
ad in

The Almanac,  
The Palo Alto Weekly  

or  
The Mountain View Voice

call 326-8216 or  
at fogster.com

No phone number  
in the ad?  

GO TO

FOGSTER.COM

PLACE AN AD
ONLINE: fogster.com
 E-MAIL: ads@fogster.com

 PHONE: 650/326-8216



Social Security Disability 
Benefits. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon & Associates at 
1-800-966-1904 to start your application 
today! (Cal-SCAN)

Structured Settlement? 
Sell your structured settlement or 
annuity payments for CASH NOW. You 
don’t have to wait for your future pay-
ments any longer! Call 1-800-673-5926 
(Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Health & Dental Insurance 
Lowest Prices. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now!  
888-989-4807. (CalSCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s hostile business climate? Gain 
the edge with California Newspaper 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
EVERY BUSINESS 
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

703 Architecture/
Design
DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Magic Team Cleaning Services 
House, condo, apt., office. Move in/out. 
Good refs. “Serving Entire Bay Area.” 
650/380-4114

Orkopina Housecleaning 
Celebrating 30 years cleaning homes in 
your area. 650/962-1536

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

R.G. Landscape 
Drought tolerant native landscapes and 
succulent gardens. Demos, installations, 
maint. Free est. 650/468-8859

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs

(650) 453-3002

Since 1985
Repairs • Maintenance • Painting  
Carpentry • Plumbing • Electrical

All Work Guaranteed    Lic. #468963

AAA HANDYMAN & MORE

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting 
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650/322-8325

STYLE PAINTING 
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering 
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

781 Pest Control

Attic Clean-Up & Rodent Removal   
Are you in the Bay Area? Do you 
have squeaky little terrors living in 
your attic or crawlspace? What you 
are looking for is right here! Call 
Attic Star now to learn about our 
rodent removal services and cleaning 
options. You can also get us to take 
out your old, defunct insulation and 
install newer, better products.  
 
Call (866) 391-3308 now and get your 
work done in no time!

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View Townhouse At The 
Crossings, Los Altos School District - 
$4,350/Mo.

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park - $5,000.00

Palo Alto - $5,500

Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $4350/mo

Portola Valley - $5,200.00

Redwood City (emerald Hills), 4 BR/3.5 
BA - $5500

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREA: ROOMMATES.COM 
Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find the perfect 
roommate to complement your person-
ality and lifestyle at Roommates.com! 
(AAN CAN)

845 Out of Area
North Idaho: 55+ Community 
North Idaho’s Premier 55+ Active 
Community. Imagine a New Home with 
a Built in network of Caring friends and 
neighbors!  
www.goldenspikeestates.com (Cal-SCaN)

4 homes on 30 acres 
Vacation where you live in Nevada City!! 
Looks like Disneyland with rock walls, 
manicured gardens, private lake, HUGE 
outdoor entertaining area and even its 
own mining museum!! 15 car garages 
for all your toys!! Priced to sell only 
$2M!! Seller financing. Call Edie  
530-913-0150 cell

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
Great Investment Opportunity ! - 
$330,000

855 Real Estate 
Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to pub-
lic notices and remain relevant in today’s 
highly competitive market? Gain an edge 
with California Newspaper Publishers 
Association new innovative website 
capublicnotice.com and check out the 
Smart Search Feature. For more informa-
tion call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.comTM
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
PAUL LIBENSON CONSULTING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 612772  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Paul Libenson Consulting, located at 672 
Chiquita Ave., Apt. 1, Mountain View, CA 
94041, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: An 
Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
PAUL LIBENSON 
672 Chiquita Ave., Apt. 1 
Mountain View, CA 94041 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 01/02/2016. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on January 7, 2016.  
(MVV Jan. 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19, 2016)

SONG PA KOREAN CUISINE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 613188  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Song Pa Korean Cuisine, located at 841 
Villa St., Mountain View, CA 94041, Santa 
Clara County. 
This business is owned by: An 
Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
SUNG MI LEE 
22 Terra Vista Ave. #G21 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 01/20/2016. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on January 21, 2016. 
(MVV Jan. 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19, 2016)

DiscoverTown Tours 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 613480  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
DiscoverTown Tours, located at 2005 
California St. #23, Mountain View, CA , 
Santa Clara County. 
This business is owned by: An 
Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
JOHN J. LAWLER 
2005 California St. #23 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1-29-16. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on January 29, 2016.  
(MVV Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2016)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: RUTH MARIE WEVEIR 
Case No.: 1-16-PR 178039 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of RUTH MARIE WEVEIR.  
A Petition for Probate has been filed 
by: MICHELLE READE and YVONNE 
PETERSEN in the Superior Court of 
California, County of SANTA CLARA.  
The Petition for Probate requests 
that: MICHELLE READE and YVONNE 
PETERSEN be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate 
of the decedent.  
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons unless 

they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held 
on March 14, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 
10 of the Superior Court of California, 
County of Santa Clara, located at 191 N. 
First St., San Jose, CA, 95113.  
If you object to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.  
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in 
section 58 (b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.  
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
Attorney for Petitioner:  
Carol N. Shapiro 
3880 S. Bascom Avenue, Suite 106 
San Jose, CA 95124 
(MVV Feb. 5, 12, 19, 2016)

Public Notices

The Mountain View Voice publishes every Friday.

THE DEADLINE TO ADVERTISE IN THE VOICE PUBLIC 

NOTICES IS:  5 P.M. THE PREVIOUS FRIDAY

To assist you with your legal advertising needs

Call Alicia Santillan  (650) 223-6578

E-mail: asantillan@paweekly.com

THINK GLOBALLY 
POST LOCALLY

THE PENINSULA’S  
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE

Fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings 
from communities throughout the Bay Area and an 

opportunity for your ad to appear in The Almanac, the 
Palo Alto Weekly, and the Mountain View Voice.

To respond to ads without phone numbers  
Go to www.Fogster.Com

To place a Classified ad in The Mountain View 
Voice call 326-8216 or visit us at fogster.com

No phone number  
in the ad? 

GO TO 

FOGSTER.COM
for contact informationFOGSTER.COM

fogster.com
Think Globally,

Post Locally.
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1046 WEST ROSE CIRCLE, LOS ALTOS

www.CindiKodweis.com

Cindi Kodweis Brittany Kodweis Bell

1111000044446666 WWWWEEEESSSSTTTT RRRROOOOSSSSEEEE CCCCIIIIRRRRCCCCLLLLEEEE,,, LLLLOOOOSSSS AAAALLLLTTTTOOOOSSSS1046 WEST ROSE CIRCLE, LOS ALTOS

Stunning single level sun-drenched four bedroom, 
three full bath ranch home that exudes character and charm! 
Remodeled kitchen features skylight, island and double ovens!  
Two master-suites that offer views of the breathtaking  
Black Mountain Ridge! Conveniently located next to top tech 
companies, high rated schools, local parks, transportation  
and walking distance to shopping! 

OFFERED AT $2,395,000

OPEN THURS 4-6, FRI 10-1, SAT NOON-5 AND SUN 11-2!

650.279.6333 650.269.5489

Realtor
Alain Pinel Los Altos

Broker Associate
Alain Pinel Los Altos

PAM BLACKMAN
C E R T I F I E D  R E S I D E N T I A L  S P E C I A L I S T ®

S E N I O R S  R E A L  E S T A T E  S P E C I A L I S T ®

650.823.0308
Pam@PamBlackman.com
www.PamBlackman.com      

Combining households?

Ready for retirement living?

Upsizing or downsizing?

Simplifying life?

Ready for a home change this year?
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CalBRE# 00584333

WE MEASURE QUALITY BY RESULTS
Is Quality Important to You? 

496 First St. Suite 200
Los Altos 94022

Yvonne Heyl
Direct (650) 947-4694
Cell (650) 302-4055
yheyl@interorealestate.com
BRE# 01255661

Jeff Gonzalez
Direct (650) 947-4698
Cell (408) 888-7748
jgonzalez@interorealestate.com
BRE# 00978793
YvonneandJeff@InteroRealEstate.com
www.yvonneandjeff.com

Power of Two!

www.homesinsiliconvalley.com
priti@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 00951594 This information was supplied by reliable sources. Sales Associate believes this information to be correct but has not verified this information and assumes no 

legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Buyer to verify enrollment. Buyer to verify school availability. 

2 spacious bedrooms
1 updated bathroom w/ new tub, tile floor, new enclosure
Updated kitchen with granite counters
Bright living room looking out onto the pool area
New laminate floors throughout & freshly painted
End unit close to tennis courts
Walking distance to downtown Mountain View & Caltrain Station

OFFERED AT $699,000

505 CYPRESS POINT DRIVE #291, MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRITI  WHATLEY
(650) 947-2976

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:30PM TO 4:30PM
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Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

APR.COM

1537Tiptoe Lane, Los Altos

The Packard Team 
Amy & Von Packard

650.823.1024  |  thepackardteam@apr.com 
apr.com/thepackardteam  |  License# 01979342

The Realtor Team with Decades of Attorney Experience 

The St. Georges Collection at  
Silver Creek Valley Country Club

San Jose  This warm and inviting home is in a private setting 
featuring a Heritage Oak tree in front and rear views across the 
actual Silver Creek and the 13th fairway. The dramatic two-story 
foyer and formal living areas are draped with sun light, neutral 
colors and designer finishes. Privacy, convenience, proximity to 
the city, the active lifestyle of the country club community and a 
home that you will enjoy with your family and friends for years to 
come. 3bd/2.5ba, den, 2,005+/-sf with a 2-car garage and private  
non-shared driveway.

Offered at $1,245,000  |  5257ManderstonDrive.com 

For more information or a private showing please contact 
Eric Parker at 408.202.9000

5257 Manderston Drive

This charming ranch is a true gem! Nestled in a 
quiet cul-de-sac on a large lot. It rests on over a 
quarter of an acre! Close to top-ranking schools. 
This area is highly coveted. The home features 
4bd/3ba, 2,044+/-sf, a large 12,632+/-sf lot, a 
stunning, new remodeled kitchen, new bathrooms, 
plush new carpet, a gorgeous new travertine 
entryway, stylish new lighting and a new roof. Your 
future home awaits you! 

Offered at $2,495,000  |  1537TiptoeLane.com
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4 BEDS      2.5 BATHS      CONTEMPORARY MASTERPIECE     ENTIRELY REBUILT

INCREDIBLE NATURAL LIGHT      HARDWOOD FLOORS      VERY PRIVATE YARD

2363 LIDA DRIVE
MOUNTAIN VIEW

CalBRE# 01234450

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

650 • 440 • 5076
david@davidtroyer.com
davidtroyer.com

OPEN HOURS: SATURDAY, 1:30�–�4:30 PM
SUNDAY, 11:00 AM�–�3:00 PM

www.2363Lida.com     $2,498,000
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Local Area Market Update  
as of February 1, 2016

Tori Ann Atwell
Broker Associate 

(650) 996-0123
BRE# 00927794
www.ToriSellsRealEstate.com

Above information obtained on the MLS as of February 1, 2016 and reflects Single Family Homes

Call me for the advice you need to capitalize on the 2016 Real Estate Market!

T ORI ANN
A T W E L L

City
Active

Properties
Pending Lowest Highest

Santa 
Clara

18 47 $599,999 $1,545,000

Sunnyvale 19 52 $699,888 $1,998,888

Mountain 
View

10 18 $1,198,000 $3,495,000

Los Altos 2 8 $1,879,000 $4,295,000

Los Altos 
Hills

21 4 $2,388,888 $19,988,000

Palo Alto 21 9 $1,195,000 $14,288,000

Menlo 
Park

18 13 $649,500 $6,295,000

Calif. BRE 00963170

Mountain View 
Neighborhood Specialist

650.575.8300
 email: nancy@nancystuhr.com
 web: www.nancystuhr.com

What can I do
for you? 

You made it easy and painless
– The Carlsons

Nancy was a great stress-reliever
– Thompson Family

We give her our highest recommendation
– S. Cloud

Nancy delivered results
– Pasmooji Family

Your knowledge of the market is extraordinary
– E. Briggs

She expertly guided me
– S. Hansen

Spacious and well-maintained 
home in desirable Waverly Park! 
Top Mountain View Schools 
(Huff, Graham, Mountain View – 
Buyer to verify). Excellent single-
level floor plan with separate 
living room, separate dining 
room, family room open to eat-in 
kitchen. Cozy fireplace in family 
room. New carpets and interior/
exterior paint. Kitchen with 
updated cabinetry and pantry, 
dual-pane windows throughout. 
Interior/quiet street, easy access 
to El Camino Hospital, Cuesta 
and Cooper Parks, commute 
routes, retail and shopping.

512 Mansfield Drive, Mountain View

· 4 bedrooms 

· 2.5 bathrooms 

· 2126 sq. ft. living space (approx.) 

· 8000 sq. ft. lot (approx.) 

· 2-car attached garage

Offered at $1,948,000

Suzanne O’Brien 
(650) 947-4793
sobrien@interorealestate.com
CalBRE# 01467942

Nancy Carlson 
(650) 947-4707

ncarlson@interorealestate.com
CalBRE# 00906274
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

LOS ALTOS HILLS  $4,200,000
5 BR 5 BA Luxurious Gated Los Altos Hills Estate; Custom built home 
w/modern amenities & more!
Ron Delan CalBRE #01360743 650.941.7040

LOS ALTOS HILLS  $4,190,000
4 BR 4.5 BA Spectacular views of bay, city lights & wooded hillsides. 
MB w/bay window & more!
Wendy Wu CalBRE #922266 650.941.7040

SAN MATEO COUNTY  $3,777,000
By appt only: Rare 38 acres w/awesome knoll top views! Vineyards, 
corp. retreat, horses!
Jan Strohecker CalBRE #00620365 650.325.6161

MENLO PARK  $1,698,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Coming soon: Rare stunning Menlo Heights End Unit 
townhouse w/attached 2car garage!
Jan Strohecker CalBRE #00620365 650.325.6161

MOUNTAIN VIEW  $1,490,000
3 BR 2 BA Lovely St. Francis Acres Home with Los Altos schools!

Elizabeth Thompson CalBRE #01382997 650.941.7040

MOUNTAIN VIEW  $1,475,000
2 BR 1.5 BA A true Downtown Mountain View CHARMER on an 
idyllic st just 2 blocks from Castro St!
Kim Copher CalBRE #01423875 650.941.7040

CUPERTINO Sat 1:30 - 4:30 $1,449,000
22475 Rancho Deep Cliff Dr  2 BR 2 BA Enjoy the privacy and 
convenience of living in this much sought-after gated community.
Helen Kuckens CalBRE #00992533 650.941.7040

MENLO PARK  $1,298,000
2 BR 2 BA Just blocks from downtown Menlo Park in a secured 
building with a doorman
Margot Goodman CalBRE #00929691 650.941.7040

SOUTH PALO ALTO  $1,136,000
3 BR 2 BA PA condo in excellent condition! Great Location. 2.9 Miles 
to Stanford University.
Smitha Aiyar CalBRE #01892410 650.325.6161

MOUNTAIN VIEW  $650,000
2 BR 1 BA Inviting spacious Corner Unit in small complex. Easy 
access to commute, near downtown.
Elena Talis CalBRE #01396001 650.325.6161

WOODSIDE  $599,000
Approx. 1/3rd Acre in the exclusive Emerald Hills area of Woodside!    
 
Tina Kyriakis CalBRE #01384482 650.941.7040

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned by a Subsidiary of         

NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

Los Altos | Palo Alto

This is where footballs are thrown, sportsmanship is learned and your loved ones gather to watch the big game. 

Coldwell Banker.  Where home begins.

THIS IS HOME


