
By Mark Noack

O
ver the next three years, 
Google will gradually 
bring online its ultra-

high speed internet service 
throughout its hometown, part 
of an unanimously approved 
deal signed by the City Council 
on Tuesday. 

Hotly anticipated for years, the 
company’s Google Fiber service 
promises to bring bandwidth of 
1-gigabit per second, as well as 
phone and cable television, to 
Mountain View in tandem with 
neighboring cities, putting pres-
sure on competing providers to 
offer comparable rates or risk 
losing the South Bay market. 

As part of the Mountain View’s 
approval on Tuesday, May 3, 
Google received encroachment 
permits to install 178 miles of 
new fiber-optic cables through-
out town, about 45 percent of 
which would go underground. 

Once the core infrastructure is 
built, the company will gradually 
bring online neighborhoods in a 
“wave throughout the commu-

nity, one by one,” said Google Fiber 
spokeswoman Jenna Wandres, who 
identified herself as a local resident. 

“I’d love to have this service at 
my home — it’s fast, affordable 
and has great customer service,” 
she said. “In order to bring these 
speeds, we have to build a net-
work from scratch.” 

Mountain View has a longer 
history than most when it comes 
to bringing Google Fiber to the 
city. Starting in 2010, the council 
began urging local citizens to 
write the company to show inter-
est. But four years later, when 
the company came back with 
details, council members began 
to wonder just what they were 
signing up for.  As part of Google 
Fiber service, the company said 
it would need expedited review 
and clearance to submit plans 
for citywide work. City officials 
pointed out the company was 
avoiding giving specifics that 
would be expected of any other 
applicants, while making no 
guarantees that Mountain View 

T
he Mountain View Voice
won the top award for print 
journalism at the California 

Newspaper Publishers Association 
Better Newspapers Contest on Sat-
urday, April 30, in San Francisco. 

Along with receiving the 
General Excellence award for 
newspapers in its circulation 
category, the  Voice took home 
a dozen first- and second-place 
awards for journalism at the 
event, including second place for 
Online General Excellence for its 
website, mv-voice.com.

Journalists from outside of 
California selected the winners 
of the annual competition from 
among daily, weekly and school 
newspapers out of thousands 
of entries. The Voice competed 
against other weekly newspapers 
with circulations between 11,001 
and 25,000 for its work during 
a 13-month period beginning 
December 1, 2014. 

The community media outlet 
and its news staff, led by Editor 
Andrea Gemmet, won first place 
for the following:

Coverage of local government 
for a series of stories on the 
housing crisis by staff writer 
Mark Noack and photographer 
Michelle Le

 Best enterprise news and best 
online photo essay for the “Home-
less in Mountain View” series by 
Le and staff writer Kevin Forestieri

 Best feature photo Le’s “An 
uncertain road ahead” of a 
Guatemalan family seeking to 
relocate to Mountain View.

NATALIA NAZAROVA

Kevin Kreitman, a Bernie Sanders supporter, volunteers at the California Democratic Party’s caucus 
held in Mountain View on May 1.
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Voice wins ‘General Excellence’ 
at statewide journalism competition
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Google Fiber gets  
a green light

UPSTART INTERNET SERVICE TO SHAKE UP LOCAL MARKET

By Mark Noack

I
n a prelude to the upcom-
ing California primary, 
the state Democratic Party 

held its own mini-elections in 
Mountain View and Los Altos 
on Sunday to pick delegates to 

go the party’s national conven-
tion in Philadelphia. 

The opportunity drew doz-
ens of candidates from across 
the South Bay, who each made 
a case for representing the 
party. But for many, the choice 
came down to one big ques-

tion: Would they support Hill-
ary Clinton or Bernie Sanders 
for president? 

Such events were held May 1 at 
all of California’s congressional 
districts. The Mountain View 

Presidential contest comes  
to Mountain View

DEMOCRATIC DELEGATE BATTLE A PRELUDE TO CALIFORNIA’S JUNE PRIMARY

 See AWARDS, page 20

 See DELEGATES, page 16

MICHELLE LE

“An uncertain road ahead” by Michelle Le, of a family desperate to 
leave the violence of their hometown in Guatemala for a safer life in 
Mountain View, won first place in the “best feature photo” category 
at the California Newspaper Publishers Association’s Better Newspaper 
Contest on April 30.

 See GOOGLE FIBER, page 6
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JUDY  
BOGARD-TANIGAMI

650.207.2111

judybt@apr.com
CalBRE# 00298975

SHERI  
BOGARD-HUGHES

650.279.4003

shughes@apr.com
CalBRE# 01060012

CINDY 
BOGARD-O’GORMAN

650.924.8365

cbogardogorman@apr.com
CalBRE# 01918407

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

Ranked in the Top 100 Nationwide by the Wall Street Journal for the 7th Consecutive Year.

3368 Milton Court 693 Woburn Court 2554 Katrina Way

Getting Great Results in Waverly Park!

All Sold in One Week with Multiple Offers
2016 SALES

Situated in the sought-after Barron Park neighborhood, this 
welcoming home features charming curb appeal with a white 
picket fence, colorful rose bushes, and lush lawn. Interior ameni-
ties include a light-filled living room with wood-burning stone 
fireplace, updated kitchen with casual dining area, hallway with 
vaulted ceiling and skylights, plus a spacious master suite with 
double closets, and glass sliding doors accessing the private 
backyard deck. Outside, relax in the lush backyard framed with 
colorful rose gardens, brick patio and walkways, plus a covered 
deck with an arbor and wisteria vine. Adding to the appeal is 
the home’s ideal location nearby to Juana Briones Elementary, 
Terman Middle, and Gunn High school (buyer to verify enroll-
ment). Easy access to major Silicon Valley companies, shopping, 
dining, Stanford and major commuter routes.

Offered at $2,695,000 
Sold at $2,981,000 

www.3368MiltonCourt.com

Offered at $2,595,000 
Sold at $2,865,000 

www.693WoburnCourt.com

Offered at $2,595,000 
Sold at $2,685,000 

www.2554KatrinaWay.com

Offered at $1,995,000

Experience the Difference with the Bogard-Tanigami Team
We are a family team committed to building lifelong relationships with our clients. 85–90% of our business comes from 

past clients and their referrals. With our team, your success is our top priority.

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

576 Georgia Avenue, Palo Alto

Coming Soon
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New Patient
Special

A $366 Value!

A $150 Value!

Select A Gift On Us!  
Sonic Care Tooth Brush or  

Take Home Whitening  

$99

Let Us Help 
You Be Happy 
And Healthy! 

Have Insurance? 

Take Back Your Smile Today!

Includes Dental Exam, X-Rays & 
Professional Teeth Cleaning

SmilesDental.com | 650.665.5001

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View ( Corner of El Camino & Calderon )

Ask About  The 
Smiles Dental  

Membership Program 

Today!

No  
Insurance?Offer valid for new patients only. Second opinions welcome. 

Call for details. Some restrictions may apply. 

SILICON VALLEY OPEN 
STUDIOS

Local fine artists in a variety of 
media will present their studios 
to the public during the first 
three weekends of May as part 
of Silicon Valley Open Studios 
(SVOS), now in its 30th year. 
Hundreds of artists will show-
case their works at studio spaces 
all over the Peninsula, including 
locations in Palo Alto, East Palo 
Alto, Mountain View, Stanford, 
Woodside, Portola Valley, Menlo 
Park, and Los Altos. For detailed 
information on artists, locations, 
and dates, go to svos.org.

SILICON VALLEY IRISH 
FLEADH

Downtown Mountain View 
will transform into the Emerald 
Isle on Saturday, May 7, and 
Sunday, May 8, when it hosts the 
annual Silicon Valley Irish Fleadh 
(pronounced “fla,” is Gaelic for 
“festival”). The event boasts Irish 
music and dance performances 
(punk band The Shams headline), 
arts and crafts, food (including 
corned beef and shepherd’s pie), 
fun for kids, and plenty of Harp, 
Smithwick’s, and Guinness beers. 
Admission is free and the action 
takes place from noon to 8 p.m. 
both days, along Hope Street 
between Dana and Villa. Go to 
svirishfleadh.com/.

MORE JOY!
Who doesn’t need a little more 

joy? More Joy!, a music group 
made up of locals Iris Harrell 
and Ann Benson, among oth-

ers, will perform a show in the 
style of NPR’s “A Prairie Home 
Companion,” mixing storytell-
ing, humor and folksy songs, on 
Saturday, May 7, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., 
at Ladera Community Church, 
3300 Alpine Road, Portola Val-
ley. The $10 cover charge will go 
to benefit the YWCA’s “Make A 
Room In Your Heart” project to 
provide a safe house for women 
and children fleeing domes-
tic violence. Go to ladera.org/
events/special.html.

‘SCREENAGERS: GROWING 
UP IN THE DIGITAL AGE’
 Children’s Health Council’s 
(CHC) Auxiliary will present 
a showing of “SCREENAG-
ERS: Growing up in the Digi-
tal Age,” a documentary about 
the impact of “screen time” 
and technology on kids, on 
Monday, May 9, 6 – 8:30 p.m., 
at Mitchell Park Commu-
nity Center, 3700 Middlefield 
Road, in Palo Alto. A Q&A 
session with CHC’s Chief Psy-
chiatrist and Medical Director 
Dr. Glen Elliott, will follow 
the screening. Admission is 
$10. Go to goo.gl/4Q2L8i and 
screenagersmovie.com.

‘ALMOST MOTHER’S DAY 
CONCERT’
 Redwood City’s Parks, Rec-
reation and Community Ser-
vices Department is sponsor-
ing the annual “Almost Moth-
er’s Day Concert,” featuring 
Andy Z & the Andyland Band. 
Families are invited to attend 
the kids’ concert, where there 
will also be an inf latable play-
land and an arts-and-crafts 
area to make a Mother’s Day 
card. The event will take place 
on Saturday, May 7, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Court-
house Square, 2200 Broadway 
Street, in Downtown Red-
wood City. Admission is free. 
Go to goo.gl/7TdF7W.

—Karla Kane

Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
will return.

SEE MORE 
ONLINE

MountainViewOnline.com

A  +  E  B R I E F S

COURTESY OF SVOS

Rochelle Ford’s metal sculptures 
will be on display in Palo Alto as 
part of Silicon Valley Open Studios.

COURTESY OF THE SHAMS

Punk band The Shams headline 
the Silicon Valley Irish Fleadh in 
downtown Mountain View.

LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news headlines and 

talk about the issues at Town Square at 

MountainViewOnline.com

COURTESY OF MORE JOY!

Paula Filseth, Ann Benson, Spike 
Connor, Iris Harrell and Ginger 
Walmsley perform as More Joy! 
in Portola Valley on May 7.

Silicon Valley Open Studios
May 14th & May 15th and 

May 21st & May 22nd – 11 am to 5 pm

Mark Your Calendar!
385 artists open their studios to the public the first three weekends in May. 

Speak directly with the artists and see how their art is created. Meet 
emerging and experienced artists. Spend quality time getting to know them, 

viewing their work and finding the perfect piece for your home or office.

Artist Directories are available at most local libraries and community centers. 
Go to svos.org for a complete list of artists, cities and maps to their studios.

This unique art event is FREE and Open to the Public!
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LocalNews

MAN STABBED IN OLD MOUNTAIN VIEW
 A 22-year-old Mountain View man has been arrested after he 
allegedly stabbed another man in the Old Mountain View neigh-
borhood last week.
 Police say the man, identified as Devin Swygert, had allegedly 
stabbed the victim with a knife shortly before 5:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, April 30 in the 200 block of Velarde Street. Witnesses say 
the two men knew each other and had been in an argument prior 
to the stabbing, according to police spokeswoman Katie Nelson.
 Police transported the victim to a local hospital, where he was 
treated for his injuries. Police do not know the extent of the man’s 
injuries, Nelson said.
 Officers were able to locate Swygert in Los Altos on Sunday, and 
arrested him on suspicion of attempted homicide. He was booked 
into Santa Clara County Main Jail in San Jose on a $250,000 bail.

LOS ALTOS DRUG BUST
 Two people were arrested last week after a search warrant 
uncovered illicit drugs and a firearm inside a Los Altos home.
 Several law enforcement agencies, including detectives from 
both Mountain View and Los Altos police departments, descend-
ed upon the home at the 700 block of Terrace Court at around 
3:30 p.m. on April 28, following reports of possible drug activity 
occurring near the Mountain View and Los Altos border.
 Inside the home, detectives found 2 pounds of marijuana, 4 
ounces of methamphetamine, needles and a methamphetamine 
pipe. Also inside the home were about 100 empty cans of butane 
and a butane honey oil extraction lab, which is used to produce 
high-potency marijuana extract.
 A Ruger Mini-14 assault rifle was also found inside the home.
 Police say that when detectives approached the Los Altos resi-
dence, one of the people inside, 44-year-old Lawrence Ovadia, 
tried to flee from the house through the backyard and into a 
nearby creek. Ovadia was quickly detained by two officers.
 The second suspect, 24-year-old Brandi Stroud, was also 
located inside the home during the search, and was also detained.
 Ovadia was arrested on a myriad of charges including possession of 
an assault rifle, being a felon in possession of a firearm, manufacturing 
a controlled substance, possession of methamphetamine for sale, and 
being a felon in possession of ammunition and cultivation of mari-
juana. He was booked into Santa Clara County Main Jail without bail.
 Stroud was arrested on methamphetamine possession charges, 
and was transported to Elmwood Correctional Facility in Milpi-
tas where she is being held without bail.

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY 
WEAPON
2700 block Del Medio Ct., 4/27

ATTEMPTED MURDER
200 block Velarde St., 4/30

AUTO BURGLARY
200 block View St., 4/29
2700 block Broderick Way, 5/1

BATTERY
1700 block Morgan St., 5/1
500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 5/2

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
500 block W. El Camino Real, 4/29

GRAND THEFT
800 block Villa St., 4/27
500 block Hans Av., 4/29

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
100 block Sleeper Av., 4/28
100 block Fair Oaks St., 4/28
500 block Walker Dr., 4/29
1100 block Awalt Dr., 5/3

POSSESSION OF BURGLARY 
TOOLS
200 block View St., 5/2

STOLEN VEHICLE
100 block N. Whisman Rd., 4/28
California St. & Hope St., 5/1
400 block Spring St., 5/2

TRESPASSING
1300 block Crittenden Ln., 5/3

VANDALISM
1900 block Old Middlefield Way, 5/3

VEHICLE EVADING ARREST
Leghorn St. & N. Rengstorff Av., 4/30

C R I M E B R I E F S

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by 
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

  

Healthy Teeth and Gums 
  That Last a Lifetime!

Don’t Wait! Call 650.969.6077  
for your appointment today! 2014

•  Voted Best Dentist 2014 
and 2015

•  Experienced and Gentle 
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

•  Caring Treatment that 
Focuses on  
Your Comfort

•  New Patients Welcome!

• Free Consultations and 
Second Opinions

• Saturday Appointments 
Available

Conveniently located in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B Mountain View 94041 
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

650.969.6077
dentalfabulous.com

24th Assembly District
Candidate’s Forum

   

Tuesday, May 10th
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

Mountain View Public Library, Community Room
585 Franklin Street, Mountain View

Marc Berman, Democrat, Councilmember/Education Advocate
Barry Chang, Democrat, Mayor of Cupertino

Jay Blas Jacob Gabrera, No Party Preference, Social Innovation Entrepreneur
John M. Inks, Libertarian, Mountain View Councilmember

Mike Kasperzak. Democrat, Mountain View Councilmember
Peter Ohtaki, Republican, Businessman/Menlo Park Councilmember

Sea Reddy, Democrat, Retired Program Manager
Vicki Veenker, Democrat, Technology Attorney/Mediator

Sponsored by the Leagues of Women Voters of Los Altos-Mountain View, Palo 
Alto and South San Mateo County.

Co-Sponsors:  Mountain View Public Library, Palo Alto Weekly, Palo Alto Online, 
Mountain View Voice, Midpeninsula Media Center

Palo Alto Supporters:  Avenidas, Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, AAUW Palo Alto 
Branch, Palo Alto Council of PTAs.

 See CRIME BRIEFS, page 21
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By Kevin Forestieri

F
or years, the Mountain 
View-Los Altos High 
School District has been 

home to some of the most well-
compensated teachers in the 
entire state. And it looks like 
that trend is going to continue, 
after recent contract negotia-
tions yielded a new contract 
with a sizable pay increase for 
all district staff.

 After little discussion, the 
school board unanimously 
approved the newly negotiated 
contract terms with both teach-
ing staff and classified employ-
ees, giving both groups a 5 per-
cent salary increase for 2015-16, 
as well as one-time pay increase 
of 1.75 percent. The pay raise is 
retroactive to July 1, 2015.
 In an email to teachers, Asso-
ciate Superintendent Eric God-
dard said the contract shows 
that the district continues to 
be “forward thinking” in its 
effort to provide the best pos-
sible education to students, 
and acknowledges all the hard 
work that teachers put into the 
profession.
 “As we inch toward the con-
clusion of the school year we 
would like to recognize your 
efforts in making MVLA the 
special place it is for all,” God-
dard wrote. “Please know that 
all of you are much appreciated.”
 The salary schedule now 
ranges from $74,858 to a maxi-
mum of $141,451 after 28 years 
of service, with additional sti-
pends available for advanced 
college degrees. According to 
salary and benefit data collected 
by the California Department of 
Education, the district paid an 
average annual salary of nearly 
$114,000 during the 2014-15 
school year, the highest of any 
school district in the state. This 
has been a lasting trend going 
back about a decade, when the 
district eclipsed the average 

pay of then-highest Los Gatos-
Saratoga Union High School 
District.
 Superintendent Jeff Harding 
said the negotiations, which 
started in November, have gone 
very well, and that there’s a 
strong relationship between 
the administrative team and 
both the certified teachers and 
classified employees. That rela-
tionship, he said, along with the 
high compensation, has helped 

to keep teacher turnover low.
 “We’ve had extremely low 
numbers of retirees as well,” 
Harding said. “It’s a very stable 
workforce here.”
 The pay increases will cost 
the district about $2.2 million 
for the 2015-16 year, and just 
shy of $1.7 million for every 
subsequent year. Despite the 
rising cost of teacher salaries 
and contributions to the state’s 
pension fund, Harding said 
the district can handle the 
increased burden because of the 
recent double-digit growth in 
local property tax revenue.
 District Teachers’ Association 
President Michelle Bissonnette 
declined a request for comment.
 Aside from the pay increase, 
Harding said the district will 
be setting up a committee of 
administrators and teachers 
to keep the district’s teaching 
staff engaged as they go through 
their careers, and make sure 
they can continue to develop 
their “craft.”
 “We want these teachers to 
start their career here and end 
their career year, and keep 
developing as they progress,” 
Harding said.
 Both elementary school dis-
tricts in Mountain View, the 
Los Altos School District and 
the Mountain View Whisman 
School District, are currently in 
closed session negotiations with 
their teachers union representa-
tives to hash out contracts and 
pay increases. V

NATALIA NAZAROVA

Participants at the 2016 May Day March & Rally carry signs as they walk along El Camino Real on May 1. 

Big pay raises ahead for 
high school teachers

SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES 5 PERCENT SALARY  
BUMP FOR ALL EMPLOYEES

 A crowd of local immigra-
tion-rights activists held a May 
Day march through Mountain 
View on Sunday to under-
score the oft-ignored problems 
impacting an estimated 11 
million undocumented people 
living in the United States. 
 Waving placards and banners, 
a crowd that grew to about 150 
people marched from Rengstorff 
Park out to busy El Camino Real 
on May 1. The parade circled 
back to the park by the late after-

noon for music and speeches. 
 This year’s march had a 
sharper political edge, due 
to the upcoming November 
election. A theme among the 
speakers was to encourage 
the crowd to get out and vote. 
The executive actions taken 
by President Barack Obama to 
grant work permits and defer 
deportations for immigrant 
children and their parents are 
on the line in this election, said 
Jeremy Barousse, an organizer 

with the Services, Immigrant 
Rights and Education Network. 
 “The fate of the (these execu-
tive actions) will be in the hands 
of the next president,” he said. 
 Equal pressure was put on 
local political issues. Advocates 
with the Mountain View Ten-
ants Coalition urged partici-
pants to collect signatures for a 
proposed November ballot 
measure that would impose 
restrictions on rent increases 
and evictions. V

By Mark Noack

M
ountain View home-
owners could soon be 
prodded to compost 

more of their food scraps under 
a new waste-management pro-
gram designed to shrink the 
trash pile sent to landfills. 
The program, which was tested 
out in two neighborhoods as 
a pilot program, shows poten-
tial to reduce garbage waste 
by about 50 percent. But that 
reduction would come at a 
sacrifice — households would 
be asked to have their weekly 

garbage pick-ups switched to 
every other week. 
 The city tested out the food-
scraps program starting last 
July, trying out different sched-
ules in two Old Mountain View 
neighborhoods to determine 
which system best encour-
aged people to separate their 
food waste. In that pilot run, 
residents were sent a 3-gallon 
kitchen pail, compostable bags 
and a 24-gallon waste-can for 
the food scraps. Pretty much 
any food waste is fair game to 
go in these receptacles, includ-
ing food-soiled paper, pizza 

boxes and compost-friendly 
packaging. 
 After a six-month trial, a 
subset of residents who saw 
their garbage services reduced 
to every other week ended up 
generating the least waste — 
about 8.6 pounds less per week 
than before, according to city 
staff.  It seems that residents 
who didn’t have garbage service 
as frequently tended to embrace 
the food-scraps program the 
most, said Lori Topley, Moun-
tain View’s solid waste program 

Annual May Day march rallies  
crowd for political action

City sniffs out food-composting program
COUNCIL BACKS DROPPING GARBAGE PICK-UP TO ONCE EVERY TWO WEEKS

 See COMPOSTING, page 21

‘It’s a very stable workforce here.’
 SUPERINTENDENT JEFF HARDING, MOUNTAIN VIEW-LOS ALTOS  

HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
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would even be selected.
 Google had a “take-it or leave-it” 
approach, as then-Councilman 
Jac Siegel criticized it at the time. 
But it was abundantly clear that 
plenty of other cities were eager 
to solicit the service. Among the 
publicity stunts pulled to draw 
Google’s attention, the mayor of 
Duluth jumped into a freezing 
lake and Topeka renamed itself 
“Google, Kansas.” One Minnesota 
mayor promised to name the city’s 
first-born children after Google. 

 The Mountain View council 
voted unanimously to move the 
project forward. 
 At the Tuesday, May 3, meet-
ing, city officials pointed out 
that some of their concerns from 
two years ago had been resolved. 
The company indicated it no 
longer needed clearance to install 
prefabricated network huts on 
leased city property throughout 
town, and they would instead use 
their own buildings. In addition, 
Google would need to install 
4,200 underground utility “vaults” 
as well as up to 10 aboveground 
utility cabinets. That equipment 
would be located to minimize 

visual impact, said members of the 
city’s Public Works staff. Council 
members were also assured that 
the agreement they were signing 
was similar to that of other South 
Bay cities. 
 Building out all this gear would 
still require excavation permits 
from the city. Wandres said 
Google already had agreements 
in place with AT&T and PG&E 
to use their utility poles. For the 
underground sections, the com-
pany will likely opt for a quicker 
“microtrenching” method of lay-
ing cables underground, said 
Public Works Director Mike 
Fuller. That would involve using 

a saw to slice through the pave-
ment just enough to drop the 
fiber cable down. 
 Among the public com-
menters, Mountain View resi-
dent Wayne Holcombe asked 
why Google Fiber was building 
out individual cables rather than 
trying to link homes through 
local wireless hubs. He pointed 
out Google executives had men-
tioned in recent news stories they 
were testing out improved wire-
less technology for areas where 
it wasn’t financially sensible to 
lay cables. It seemed like Google 
was pulling a similar trick to 
Comcast, he said, by charging 
individual homes for large data 
bandwidth that surpassed what 
they could reasonably consume. 
 “I’m for the Fiber backbone — 
that needs to be installed first — 
but maybe three years from now 
we’ll discover that Google wants 
to push a wireless system,” he said. 
 Asked by the council to address 
this, Wandres confirmed that 
Google was researching this 
technology but she indicated it 
would be a long way off. 
 “Our goal is to bring ultra-high 
speed internet to residents right 
now, and the best way to do that 
is through a wired connection,” 
she said. 
 In other cities already outfit-
ted with Google Fiber, the cost 
to subscribe is $100 per month 
for 1-gigabit service and $130 
per month for similar internet 
service with cable television. A 
cheaper $50-per-month plan 
would deliver 100-megabits per 
second. 
 For low-income families, Wan-
dres said the company would 
partner with government agen-
cies and nonprofits to offer 
affordable Internet service.
 For the most part, city offi-
cials described the expansion of 
Google Fiber to Mountain View 
as a net gain. 
 “It’s great to have our home 
company Google here, rolling 
out one of their public products,” 
said Councilman Chris Clark. 
“But the real element, if you look 
at the data, (is) the introduction 
of a little competition changes 
things; the prices for a gigabit of 
speed drops dramatically.” 
 Now with the city’s go-ahead, 
Google would begin a series of 
public outreach efforts, including a 
24-hour, seven-day-a-week hotline 
for residents’ concerns. Residents 
would be notified when construc-
tion is set to occur nearby through 
social media and door hangers 
 Mountain View is not alone 
among South Bay cities signing 
up for the Google Fiber. San Jose, 
Santa Clara and Sunnyvale have 
signed similar encroachment 
permits while Palo Alto is still 
considering the project. 
 Full construction of the fiber-
optic network is expected to take 
three years.  V

Email Mark Noack at mnoack@
mv-voice.com

LocalNews

Founding Editor, Kate Wakerly
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WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
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GRAND OPENING SPECIALS AVAILBLE NOW!

Now open in Mountain view!

1992 Olympic Gold Medalist Master Herb Perez and his staff offer
 a comprehensive experience in Martial Arts for all ages.

Enroll now in our fun and exciting  
summer camps for kids ages 6-13! 

Now open in Mountain view!

By Mark Noack

W
ith a fresh new busi-
ness plan in hand, 
officials with the Cal-

ifornia High Speed Rail Author-
ity updated Mountain View 
leaders on Tuesday about how 
the complicated statewide proj-
ect would impact the Peninsula.

For Mountain View, perhaps 
the biggest news of the night is 
that the city won’t be a local stop 
for high-speed trains — for the 
near future, at least. Originally, 
planners with the rail authority 
had suggested a Midpeninsula 
station should be located either 
in Mountain View, Palo Alto or 
Redwood City. 

But on Tuesday, May 3, Ben 
Tripousis, the project’s northern 
California regional director, 
said his latest projections didn’t 
show enough ridership to jus-
tify an additional stop between 
San Jose and the San Francisco 
International Airport. 

“For the time being, the sta-
tions we’ll pursue are those 
that I’ve identified,” Tripousis 
said. “But that doesn’t preclude 
us from having a station (in 
Mountain View) sometime in 
the future.” 

Now scaled down to a $64.2 
billion price, high-speed rail 
is moving from a conceptual 
dream to a real project, Tripou-
sis said. For the first time, he 
said, the project is grounded in 
a real budget, whereas earlier 
plans were largely “aspirational.” 

“This plan focuses on the 
system we can deliver with the 
funds we have available today,” 
he said. 

But plenty of money is still 
needed, he admitted. While 
construction is already com-
mencing in the Central Valley, 
full completion of the project 
will require billions more in 

investment, some of which will 
need to come from the private 
sector. Tripousis exuded con-
fidence that lenders would help 
fund the high-speed line, so 
long as the government agencies 
demonstrated they were com-
mitted to moving it forward. 
The business plan noted that 
other money could be raised 
by borrowing against future 
cap-and-trade revenues, which 
are expected to generate $500 
million in the next fiscal year, as 
well as borrowing against future 
revenues. 

Yet there is still plenty of 
uncertainty looming over the 
project, as noted in a March 
review by the Legislative Ana-
lyst’s Office of the authority’s 
business plan. That report not-
ed the rail authority still hasn’t 
fully identified how it would 
raise about $33 billion needed 
complete the full San Francisco 
to Los Angeles line. The report 
urged elected leaders to keep 
vigilant oversight of the proj-
ect’s cost, scope and schedule. 

Mountain View officials 
seized on these vague ele-
ments in a letter outlining their 
concerns. City Manager Dan 
Rich advised the rail authority 
to adopt a “detailed, compre-
hensive and less-speculative” 
financial plan. He also urged 
rail officials to provide better 
clarity on the scheduling of 
their future projects. 

For now, Tripousis said his 
team’s emphasis is on prepar-
ing the environmental-impact 
reports so that more stretches 
of the rail line could be built as 
soon as funding is available. For 
the 51-mile Peninsula corridor, 
those environmental reports 
will likely be complete by the 
end of 2017, he said. 

The bullet trail project is also 
tied to several other upgrades 

to local transit networks, he 
pointed out. Among those 
improvements, about $600 mil-
lion is slated to electrify the 
Caltrain tracks, allowing addi-
tional trains, longer platforms 
and possibly more rail-cars. 
That project is scheduled to be 
completed around 2020, and 
it is currently contingent on 
high-speed rail being built on 
the Peninsula, Tripousis added. 

Mountain View City Council 
members pressed for details 
about how the bullet train — 
expected to zip by at 110 mph 
along the Peninsula — would 
interact with city streets at 
crossings. They wanted to know 
how and when the rail authority 
would consider grade separa-
tion projects to bring local 
streets either over or under the 
train tracks. Tripousis was sup-
portive of the idea, but he said 
that grade separations could be 
10 to 15 years away. 

City officials noted that the 
rail authority’s latest business 
plan included as much as $500 
million for grade separation, 
but they pointed out this was 
hardly enough. As one example, 
San Mateo County officials 
recently estimated it would cost 
$134 million to elevate the Cal-
train tracks for a single grade 
separation near Highway 92. 

Saying he was echoing the 
concerns of other regional cit-
ies, Councilman Lenny Siegel 
said he was very worried that 
grade separation needed to be 
made a higher priority. Local 
policy makers were trying to 
establish a unified strategy to do 
this, he said, since it was being 
treated like an afterthought by 
transit agencies 

“There’s no strategy for it,” 
Siegel said.  “There’s a lot of 
conern about making sure we 
get grade separation sooner 

rather than later.” 
Some public speakers 

expressed disbelief that the lone 
stop at the San Jose Diridon Sta-
tion would be adequate to serve 
the entire South Bay. Mountain 
View or Palo Alto may need 
to take initiative on building 
a local high-speed rail station, 
especially if riders expect to use 
high-speed trains for routine 
commuting, Siegel suggested. 

Mayor Pat Showalter 
expressed support for the proj-
ect’s environmental benefits, 
especially its estimates that it 
would eventually reduce mil-
lions of metric tons of green-
house gases. 

Tripousis noted an upcoming 
scoping meeting for the Pen-
insula high speed rail is tenan-
tively scheduled for May 25 in 
Mountain View, in a location 

still to be determined. 
“Whether it’s commuter rail 

or high-speed rail, it’s about 
moving as many people as pos-
sible and getting folks off High-
way 101,” Tripousis said. 
“Mountain View is not Palo 
Alto is not San Francisco. We’re 
trying to ensure we’re getting as 
broad of a cross-section of input 
from all the respective commu-
nities.” V

Email Mark Noack at mnoack@
mv-voice.com

High-speed rail team makes  
whistle stop in MV

AUTHORITY NO LONGER PLANS A LOCAL HIGH-SPEED RAIL STATION 

JAMES THOMAS 
CANFIELD

James Thomas Canfield, 
an attorney and a Mountain 
View resident, died May 2 
from esophageal cancer. He 
was 60.

He was 
born in Stat-
en Island, 
N.Y. on May 
29, 1957, 
and gradu-
ated from 
Monsignor 
Farrell High 
School. He 
earned his undergraduate 
degree in philosophy and a 
law degree from the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame. 

He moved to California in 
1992, and earned a gradu-
ate degree in screen-writing 
from the University of South-
ern California. He moved to 
Mountain View and worked 
as a patent attorney and 
writer for the past 20 years. 
He practiced law with the 

firms of Fish & Neave, Ropes 
& Gray, and Finnegan. He 
was an active supporter of 
the Mountain View Los Altos 
Soccer Club and an avid fan 
of college football and the 
American cinema.  His fam-
ily said he was as generous 
and kind-hearted a person as 
you will ever meet. 

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Catherine Gal-
lagher Canfield. 

He is survived by his father, 
Jim Canfield of Palm Coast, 
Fla.; his siblings Eileen Can-
field of Baltimore, Kevin 
Canfield of Long Island N.Y., 
and Julie Canfield of Boston; 
and his aunt, Eileen Gallagher 
Keeshan of Montauk, N.Y. 

There will be a Mass held 
in his name at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 7, at St. Simon 
Catholic Church, 1860 Grant 
Road, Los Altos. A memorial 
service will be held in July at 
St. Teresaís Catholic Church 
in Montauk, N.Y. All are wel-
come to attend.

James Canfield

O B I T U A R Y

LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news 

headlines and talk about the 
issues at Town Square at  

MountainViewOnline.com
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By Gennady Sheyner

P
alo Alto Councilman Marc 
Berman raised $104,481 in 
the latest reporting period 

for his bid to succeed Rich Gordon 
in the state Assembly, more than 
any of his seven competitors, cam-
paign-finance documents show.
 The disclosures, which cover the 
period between Jan. 1 and April 
23, also show a strong fundraising 
drive by attorney Vicki Veenker, 
who received $100,812 in contribu-
tions. The strong numbers coin-
cide with recent endorsements 
she has received from California’s 
teachers and nurses unions.
 Cupertino Mayor Barry 
Chang, who held the fund-
raising lead earlier this year, 
received only $32,638 in the lat-
est period — much of it in large 
checks from outside the district. 
His campaign still has more 
than $290,000 in cash on hand, 
according to his latest filing. 
Yet because he used some of his 
campaign funds to repay a loan, 
he actually ended the period 
$7,362 in the hole.
 Mountain View Councilman 
Mike Kasperzak, meanwhile, 

raised $34,219 in the last period 
but remains well behind the 
other three Democratic front-
runners in total cash raised.
 The other four candidates have 
far smaller campaign chests. 
Menlo Park Councilman Peter 
Ohtaki, the lone Republican in 
the race, raised $22,495, while 
Mountain View Councilman 
John Inks, the lone Libertar-
ian, $14,670, respectively (this 
includes a $10,000 loan Inks 
gave to his campaign). The two 
have only recently entered the 
race to replace Gordon. 
 Two other candidates — Seelam 
Reddy and Jay Cabrera — are 
running low-budget, grassroots 
campaigns and have not filed 
papers with the Secretary of State.
 According to his finance 
statement, many of Berman’s 
contributors have come from 
labor groups, developers, Real-
tors, attorneys, business pro-
fessionals and public officials. 
This includes $8,500 from the 
California Association of Real-
tors; $7,500 from the Northern 
California Carpenters Regional 
Council SCC; $4,200 from the 
Laborers Local Union 270; and 

$4,250 from the California Sate 
Council of Laborers PAC. 
 Berman also received $4,200 
from the San Francisco Laborer’s 
Local 261; and $4,200 from the 
Palo Alto Professional Firefighters.
 Steven Westly, managing 
partner of the Westly Group, 
donated $2,000 to Berman’s cam-
paign. Palo Alto developers John 
McNellis and Chop Keenan con-
tributed $2,100 and $500, respec-
tively, to Berman’s campaign, 
which is also being supported by 
dozens of local environmental-
ists, commissioners and com-
munity volunteers, according to 
his campaign statement.
 Veenker’s campaign was bol-
stered by recent endorsements 
and contributions from Califor-
nia’s teachers and nurses unions. 
This includes $8,500 contribu-
tions from the California Teach-
ers Association/Association for 
Better Citizenship and from the 
California Nurses Association 
Political Action Committee. 
 Veenker also received $4,200 
contributions from Castilleja 
teacher Julian Cortella and Palo 
Alto resident John Rohrer; $2,000 
checks from Stanford University 

professor Leonore Herzenberg 
and from Menlo Park resident 
Karen Grove; and a $1,000 contri-
bution from the Teamsters union.
 Chang, who led the field in 
cash raised in January, saw his 
overall balance wane in the lat-
est reporting period. Most of his 
contributions came in the form 
of large checks from corpora-
tions based outside the assembly 
district, with Union City-based 
Marina Food LLC contribut-
ing $8,400, with $4,200 pegged 
for the primary campaign and 
another $4,200 allocated for the 
general election, according to his 
campaign statement. Helix Elec-
tric, based in San Diego, simi-
larly gave $8,400, split between 
the two elections, as has Welkin 
International Industrial, Inc., 
which is based in Saratoga.
 Kasperzak reported $34,169 in 
contributions in the last period, 
much of it coming in smaller 
checks from individuals inside 
the district. Among his top 
contributors are Menlo Park 
resident Patricia Spieker Hop-
man, Atherton resident Cath-
erine Spieker, and Portola Val-
ley resident Margaret Thomas, 

who each gave him $4,200 for 
the primary challenge. Alli-
son Aldrich, an executive at 
GoDaddy.com, contributed 
$1,000 to his campaign. Mike 
Kroll, Andrew Hudacek and 
Todd Regonini, both of Sares 
Regis Group, contributed $1,000 
each to Kasperzak’s campaign. 
Tod Spieker, president of Spieker 
Companies, contributed $2,100.
 Kasperzak’s council colleague 
Inks reported raising $14,670 
in the period between Jan. 1 
and April 23, including $4,670 
in contributions and a $10,000 
loan. His biggest contributors 
include Woodland resident 
Chrus Rufer, (who donated 
$990), Mountain View resident 
Donald Bahl ($900) and Palo 
Alto resident Tod Spieker ($950).
 Ohtaki did slightly better, 
reporting $17,495 in contribu-
tions (along with a $5,000 loan) 
in the latest period. About half 
of his cash raised came from two 
contributors: Charles Munger 
and William Regan, each of 
whom contributed $4,200 to 
the race’s lone Republican. He 
also received $1,000 from Grace 
Todd of Montague, Michigan, 
for the primary battle, according 
to his campaign statement.
 The eight candidates are com-
peting in the June 7 primary, with 
the two top vote-getters moving 
on to the November ballot. 

Strong fundraising boosts Marc Berman,  
Vicki Veenker in state Assembly race

By Kevin Forestieri

F
or decades, the Community 
Services Agency of Moun-
tain View and Los Altos 

has served as the safety net for 
residents in need. The nonprofit 
provides free groceries, senior 
services and aid to the homeless, 
as well as financial support to 
families struggling to pay rent.
 But as the the cost of rent-
al housing in Mountain View 
continues to skyrocket, more 
families are turning to CSA for 
help finding affordable housing 
in a market where inexpensive 
options are few and far between. 
It’s gotten to the point, CSA offi-
cials say, that the entire organiza-
tion needs to reassess its role.
 Last week, the agency released 
the details of its new strategic 
plan, which calls for a major 
overhaul in the way CSA pro-
vides services in order to meet 
the needs of lower-income resi-
dents in Mountain View, Los 
Altos and Los Altos Hills. While 
the agency will continue to 
provide short-term rental relief, 
pantry services and case man-
agement, the plan notes that 
CSA needs to play a central role 
in providing stabilization for the 
high number of residents facing 

displacement from their homes.
 From 2011 to 2015, average rents 
in Mountain View increased 52.7 
percent, according to a RealFacts 
market report. Mountain View’s 
rental prices have increased by 
about 17 percent since late 2013, 
according to the city. The most 
recent data from the city shows 
the average asking rent was 
$2,808 in the fourth quarter of 
2015. The costs range from $1,896 
for studio apartments to just shy 
of $4,000 for a three-bedroom, 
two-bathroom apartment.
 Despite the economic recovery 
following the 2008 recession, 
CSA has a stubbornly high case 
load of about 6,500 clients each 
year. A majority of those clients 
— averaging 4,688 each year — 
come to CSA in need of emer-
gency financial assistance. Data 
from the strategic plan revealed 
that the demand for emergency 
rental assistance has typically 
stayed high, even though about 
20 percent of those clients have 
moved out of the area over the 
same time period.
 But that changed in 2015, when 
there was a sudden 18 percent 
drop in clients seeking emergency 
assistance, from 4,948 to 4,104 in 
a single year. According to CSA, 
that’s likely because of a massive 

jump in the number of people 
forced to leave their homes.
 “The drop in the last year sug-
gests we have reached the tipping 
point of more low-income indi-
viduals and families leaving the 
area or becoming homeless due 
to the high housing costs and low 
wages,” according to the plan.
 Santa Clara County reported 
last year that Mountain View’s 
homeless population doubled 
from 139 in 2013 to 276 in 2015, 
tracking closely with the increase 
in clients seeking homeless ser-
vices at CSA. Of those people 
who came to CSA, 68 were still 
employed, and 58 were living in 
their vehicle.
 Tom Myers, who has led CSA 
as executive director for 16 years, 
said the housing crisis is unprec-
edented, and that the Mountain 
View and Los Altos community 
has never before been in a situ-
ation like this. He said the new 
strategic plan is really a way to 
come to terms with the fact that 
CSA needs to redouble its efforts 
to help clients handle explosive 
rental costs, prevent evictions 
and homelessness, and, if neces-
sary, help them relocate.
 “We’ve got to try and address 
the extreme rents and rent 
increases that are happening to 

residents two, sometimes three 
times a year,” Myers said.
 So what needs to change? 
Expanding eligibility for services 
could be the first important step. 
As the cost of living increases 
in the Bay Area, CSA’s financial 
criteria for who qualifies for ser-
vices has remained roughly the 
same. Federal guidelines dictates 
that a family of four is considered 
low-income if they make less 
than $75,500 a year, but with 
rental costs eating up as much as 
$40,000 a year, the strategic plan 
notes that residents in Mountain 
View and Los Altos earning just 
above that threshold are barely 
scraping by. Over the next few 

years, CSA could increase the eli-
gibility threshold, but the specific 
details are still unknown.
 Also on the table is extending 
services to low-income families 
who work in CSA’s service area 
but live elsewhere. Myers said 
there needs to be a way to sup-
port people who commute into 
cities like Mountain View, work 
lower-wage service jobs — like 
waiters and cashiers — and 
then commute back home to an 
area that may not have the kind 
of social safety net that CSA 
provides.
 “We know that there are people 

Housing crisis forces CSA to shift gears
FOOD PANTRY TO FOCUS ON HELP WITH RENT HIKES, PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS 

 See CSA, page 20

VOICE FILE PHOTO

Richard Torrez picks out produce at CSA in Mountain View in 2013. 
The nonprofit plans to expand beyond its better-known pantry service 
to help low-income residents struggling with high rents.
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By Mark Noack

J
ust months away from com-
pletion, a new El Camino 
Real apartment project has 

already created bad blood with 
its neighbors after workers tore 
down a pair of heritage trees 
before they were supposed to. 
The turmoil over trees only 
got stormier last week after the 
developer sought permission to 
chop down a third heritage tree 
that may have suffered root dam-
age from the construction work. 

The project by Prometheus 
Real Estate Group is a 66-home 
apartment complex at 1616 W. 
El Camino Real, slated to be 
finished by this summer. As 
proposed about two years ago, 
sketches for the new building 
showed a canopy of trees along 
the street, including both older 
heritage trees and new ones 
planted as part of the project, 
neighbors say.

But the finished project appar-
ently won’t resemble that vision, 
said Kristina Pereyra, a nearby 
resident. She still remembers 
the day in late 2014 when she 

witnessed workers throwing two 
heritage-sized eucalyptus trees 
into a wood chipper. 
 “We looked out our window 
to see their machinery crunch-
ing these trees up,” she said. 
“For me, it’s that these are 
50-year-old trees, and it’s going 
to take another 50 years to grow 
another one.” 
 For their part, Prometheus 
representatives have formally 
apologized for the slip-up; how-
ever they also offer a different 
take on the story.  The company 
told city officials that a demoli-
tion subcontractor was to blame 
for accidentally removing the 
trees prematurely. 

But in the large scheme of 
things, those trees were going 
to be removed anyway, said Jon 
Moss, Prometheus vice presi-
dent. Two years ago, city offi-
cials had agreed those two trees 
would be taken down during a 
later excavation phase, he said. 

“It was done by the contrac-
tor a month or two earlier than 
when (the trees) would normally 
would be down,” Moss said. “It 
was a timing issue.”  

Prometheus will be required to 
pay a $500 fine for the removal, 
along with the cost of planting 
two new trees as replacements, 

said Lindsay Hagan, a Mountain 
View associate planner. 

But trouble sprouted up again 
last week after Prometheus offi-

cials came back to Mountain 
View officials for permission to 
remove a third heritage three. 
That tree — a cedar along Mari-
posa Street — has begun to tilt 
to one side, leading arborists 
to conclude it could someday 
topple into the street. The cause 
for this was likely trenches dug 
for the new apartment’s storm 
drain, Hagan said. An arborist 
hired by Prometheus suggested 
the tree needed to be removed 
for safety reasons. 
 At an Administrative Zoning 
Administrator hearing last week, 
multiple neighbors reportedly 
complained about the developer’s 
actions, and city officials decided 
to take further action. City staff 
granted approval to remove the 
cedar tree, but they imposed 
what they described as a much 
heftier fine on the company. 

That exact penalty amount 
remains undetermined, but 
Mountain View will be consult-
ing an arborist. The developer 
will need to pay a fine based 
off the tree’s age, maturity, spe-
cies and possibly other factors, 
Hagan said. 

“In this case there was the feel-
ing that our trust was broken,” 
Hagan said. “They went beyond 
what they had said they would 
do.” V

Email Mark Noack at mnoack@
mv-voice.com

Developer fined for tearing 
down heritage trees

NEIGHBORS BALK AT SERIES OF MISTAKES

COURTESY OF KRISTINA PEREYA

A large heritage cedar tree next to a new apartment development 
on Mariposa Street is slated to be cut down. Neighbors say the 
developer damaged the tree with its construction, and then argued for 
its removal due to safety concerns.
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We are looking for

to help pick up litter!

CH
IPS

 volunteers

Come join us at Central Avenue 
at the entrance of the 
Stevens Creek Trail 
in Mountain View
or visit www.cleanacreek.org 
for other cleanup sites.

www.cleanacreek.org  |  volunteer@valleywater.org

#NRCD2016

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH  

MAY 7th, 2016 

PARKING Always complimentary 
underground parking

WHEN Saturday 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

WHERE 4320 El Camino Real, Los Altos 
On the corner of Los Altos Avenue and  
El Camino Real

www.caresshares.com

JAZZ
at the Courtyard

FEATURING Milt Bowerman Trio 

MUSIC Great local Jazz musicians 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT Attendees 
are invited to bring their own wine for a 
$10 corkage fee. The corkage fee will be 
donated to Los Altos Elementary Schools, 
administered through the Los Altos 
Community Foundation.

   

LocalNews

By Kevin Forestieri

I
n an ongoing effort to shore 
up affordable housing 
throughout the South Bay, 

the Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors are consider-
ing a $750 million bond for the 
November ballot that would help 
pay for new homes for veterans, 
seniors, low-income families and 
the homeless.

Earlier this year, the board of 
supervisors signed a resolution 
stating that homelessness in 
Santa Clara County constitutes a 
“crisis,” with unacceptable costs 
in terms of both public resources 
and human suffering. What’s 
more, the resolution called on 
individual cities to do their parts 
and increase the availability of 
below-market rate and affordable 
housing to stem the tide of resi-
dents falling into homelessness.

Similarly, the board of supervi-
sors is trying to find ways to do 
the same. In February, the board 
voted unanimously to test the 
mood of Santa Clara County 
voters to see whether residents 
would support a county-wide 
affordable housing measure. And 
it turns out that the support 
could be there.

Last week, the firm EMC 
Research found that roughly 
two-thirds of likely voters in Santa 
Clara County would support 
a $750 million general obliga-
tion bond to build low-income 
and supportive housing geared 
towards veterans, seniors, low-
income families, the homeless and 
other “disadvantaged residents,” 
including victims of human traf-
ficking and domestic abuse.

Of the 805 residents polled, 
31 percent believed housing was 
the most important issue facing 
Santa Clara County, beating 
out transportation, crime and 
public safety, jobs creation and 
education. It’s also a big change 
from previous years, accord-
ing to Ruth Bernstein of EMC 
Research. In 2005, just 11 percent 
of those polled said housing was 
the most important issue — spe-
cifically housing for low-income 
residents.

“There is significant support 
for a measure that would focus 
resources on increasing the num-

ber of affordable housing units in 
the county,” according to a staff 
report.

Following arguments for and 
against the housing bond mea-
sure, and explaining that it 
would cost property owners $14 
per $100,000 of assessed value, 
Bernstein said support drops to 
just below the two-thirds major-
ity required to pass a measure. 
But with the right public mes-

saging from a private, positive 
campaign, she said, the measure 
could succeed in November.

“We do think there is an 
opportunity, and it is worth con-
sidering, given these numbers,” 
Bernstein said.

The board of supervisors 
agreed in a 4-0 vote, with 
Supervisor Joe Simitian absent, 
to have county staff flesh out 
exactly what the general obliga-
tion bond would look like and 
how the money would be spent. 
The board is expected to review 
a resolution by August, in time 
for the November ballot.

“Our polling results shows a 
very strong concern among vot-
ers about our lack of affordable 
housing as well as support for 
a measure to pay for it,” Board 
President Dave Cortese said in 
a statement following the meet-
ing. “Now we need to get down 
to the details so that our voters 
have a clear picture of what we 
are asking them to support.”

Some of the greatest support 
for an affordable housing mea-
sure came from Santa Clara 
County’s fifth district, which 
encompasses North County cit-
ies including Palo Alto, Moun-
tain View, Los Altos and part 
of Sunnyvale. Of those polled 
in the region, 62 percent con-
sistently supported a potential 
ballot measure, regardless of 
arguments for or against, and 
regardless of the cost — the 
most of any district.

Voter support for a ballot 
measure is expected to be high-
est among residents who do not 
typically vote in elections, but 
are expected to cast their ballot 
in the November presidential 
election, which Bernstein said 
indicates that the county has a 
rare opportunity now, but prob-
ably not if it’s delayed to the 2018 

election.
“Many of those voters will 

show up to vote in this presi-
dential election because that’s 
when they tend to vote, in these 
big turnout elections,” Bernstein 
said. “They tend to be younger, 
maybe more progressive, and 
much more likely to be renters 
who are more concerned about 
housing issues.”

Jennifer Loving, executive 
director of the supportive hous-
ing agency Destination Home, 
told the board that she was 
“thrilled” that there’s an oppor-
tunity to build new housing for 
the most vulnerable residents in 
Santa Clara County.

“New money can go a long 
way to ending our homelessness 
crisis,” Loving said.

Supervisor Ken Yeager said 
public support could waver 
depending on the specific details 
of the bond. The polling showed 
enough public support, he said, 
but it’s not clear whether those 
polled were hoping for rental 
units or homes, and whether 
they would support high density 
developments.

“We’re going to need a certain 
level of detail so people can 
understand what they’re sup-
porting,” Yeager said.

Cortese said he wondered 
whether the scope of the hous-
ing bond could be extended to 
middle-income families as well, 
recalling recent data that found 
only 17 percent of the residents 
in Santa Clara County could 
actually afford to buy a home. 
He said a lot of people feel like 
they are caught up in the afford-
ability crisis in the Bay Area, 
and it’d be hard to go wrong 
building housing for broad 
number of people.

“The need for housing is so 
severe across the board that it’s 
pretty hard to make a mistake 
investing in housing,” Cortese 
said. “It’s not like you can invest 
in the wrong sector of housing 
and waste your money. There’s 
just a tremendous need.”

As the details of the ballot 
measure are fleshed out, Yeager 
suggested that the county ought 
to seek public input from city 
leaders across all 15 cities in 
Santa Clara County, and get a 
feel for what kind of develop-
ment might be feasible in local 
communities. The worry is, 
Yeager said, that the bond might 
end up being used to bolster 
affordable housing in San Jose 
instead of the far-flung commu-
nities that haven’t done enough 
to build more housing for low-
income residents. V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

County officials eye housing tax measure
POLLS SHOW SANTA CLARA COUNTY RESIDENTS COULD FAVOR 

 A PROPERTY TAX FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

‘The need for housing is so severe across 

the board that it’s pretty hard to make a 

mistake investing in housing.’
SUPERVISOR DAVE CORTESE
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Remodeled Home with Backyard Sanctuary

Luxurious updates defi ne this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home of 2,420 sq. ft. 

(per county) which sits on a lot of approx. 0.27 acres (per county). 

Spacious living areas, a sky-lit kitchen, and a sizable master suite are 

found inside, while the stunning backyard retreat includes fruit trees 

and a large koi pond. Th e property also provides a two-car garage 

and a bonus room, and is moments to downtown Los Altos and 

within a stroll of Covington Elementary (API 975) (buyer to 

verify eligibility).

For more information, please contact:

Michael Repka
650.488.7325  |  michael@deleonrealty.com

495 Cuesta Drive, Los Altos
Offered at $2,298,000

www.495Cuesta.com  

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary 
Lunch & Lattes
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Home Offers Celebrated Remodel

Showcasing a dynamic remodel publicized by HGTV and the New 

York Times, this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home of 3,111 sq. ft. (per 

county) occupies a lot of 11,792 sq. ft. (per county). Jaw-dropping 

spaces include a kitchen/family ensemble with cathedral ceilings. 

Th e home also off ers an attached two-car garage, a fl exible, walk-

out lower level with radiant fl oor heating, and a backyard paradise 

with an outdoor kitchen. Moments from desirable schools, this 

home is also near local shopping and Stevens Creek Trail.

For more information, please contact:

Michael Repka
650.488.7325  |  michael@deleonrealty.com

135 Preston Drive, Mountain View
Offered at $2,288,000

www.135Preston.com  

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary 
Lunch & Lattes
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Best  of

Fiesta Del Mar TOO
735 Villa St., 650.967.3525 

AGAVE & Fiesta Del Mar
194/198 Castro St.

(corner of Castro & Villa) 
650.969.6767, 

2 great restaurants,  
1 great location

2014

Vote for us!

 

info@intentio.com
www.intentio.com

260 Moffett Blvd.  
Mountain View

650.963.9888

Vote for us!  
Best Nutrition/Weight Loss 

Counseling

We offer the Freshest Sushi and Sashimi in town 

Mountain View, CA 94041 
357 Castro St., Suite 3A 

(650) 961-9086 

1

VOTE FOR 
US FOR

Best Sushi 
AND 

Best New 
Restaurant!

Open 7 Days
Mon.-Fri. 9 - 7 • Sat. 9 - 6 • Sun. 10 - 5
1297 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View 

(at Miramonte)  •  www.truevalue.com

BLOSSOM HARDWARE

a Mountain View tradition since 1973

(at(at MM

650-964-7871

Vote Us 
Best Hardware

www.SmilesDental.com  |  650.964.2626
100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A  Mountain View ( Corner of El Camino & Calderon )

wwwSmilesDental com | 650
iew ( Corner of El C

THE BEST COMPLIMENT   
WE CAN RECEIVE IS  

A VOTE  
FROM  YOU  

FOR BEST OF   
MOUNTAIN VIEW!

wwwSmilesDental co
100 0000100 W EEW. EW. EW. El Cl Cl Cal Ca iiminomino RRRReaReall Sl Sl Sl, S, itituiteuite 63A63A63A63A3A MMoMoMoMountuntain V

FOFOFOFORRRR BEBEBEBESTSTSTST OOOOOFFFF 
MOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOOUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNUNTATATATATATTATATAININININININININ VVVVVVVVVIEIEIEIEIEIEIEIEIEW!W!W!W!W!WWWW

Water boiled and 
baked in a brick oven

2014

650.694.4888
1712 Miramonte Ave. #D

Mountain View  

Vote For  
Us Again!
Best Bagel

186 Castro St | Mountain View, CA 94041 | (650) 968-2300

 Vote for Us!
• Best Italian Restaurant 
•  Best Place for  

a Business Lunch
•  Best Outdoor/ 

Patio Seating
•  Best Fine Dining
•  Best Breakfast/Brunch

Vote for Us!
Best Pet Care

 Caring hearts, 
  able hands, 

 

650-948-1021
altaviewvets.com

(650) 961-4100

Best Auto Body Repair
Vote for Us!

Vote for your favorite:
Restaurants

Food & Drink
Retail

Service
Arts & Entertainment

TIME TO VOTE!

BEST OF

VOTE ONLINE AT 
MountainViewOnline.com/best_of

Deadline to vote:

MAY 30

Mountain View
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C L E A N E R S
&Green  Fresh

HELP US WIN AGAIN!
650.967.8899

580 N Rengstorff, Unit F., Mountain View
2014

“Mouth 
watering!”

          “It’s 
  irresistible!”

Italian Ice Cream

Best Ice Cream /Frozen Yogurt 
 & Best Ice Cream Store  

for many years  by the peopleVoted 
#  1

2014

241 B Castro Street • Mountain View • 650-969-2900

Buy 1 Get 2nd FREE
Buy one cup of ice cream or any espresso bar item and get one of an equal  
or lesser value FREE. Pints, Quarts, Specialties excluded. Expires 6/6/16

2526 Leghorn St, Mtn View
650-968-5202 | www.autoworks.com

Your Vote is Important!
Please Vote Us “Best Auto Repair”

Help Us Win Again!

4540 El Camino Real, Los Altos • (650) 941-3800

Best Deli/Sandwich • Best Grocery Store

400 San Antonio Rd.
(650) 941-2117

650 Castro St., #180
(650) 282-5222

Vote for Us!
Best Sushi 

Best Take-Out

T O  G O

By Elena Kadvany

F
oothill College’s new pres-
ident, Thuy Thi Nguyen, 
is a practicing lawyer, gen-

eral counsel for the California 
Community Colleges Chancel-
lor’s Office and thought to be 
the first Vietnamese-American 
community college president in 
California.

Nguyen was 
recommended 
for the job by 
Judy Miner, the 
last president 
of Foothill who 
was recently 
named chan-
cellor of the 
entire Foothill-
De Anza Community College 
District. Miner’s recommenda-
tion was made official with the 
approval of the district Board of 
Trustees on May 2. Her first day 
on the job is set for July 1.

Nguyen’s appointment con-
cludes a national search that 
began last fall to replace Miner, 
who had been president of the 
Los Altos Hills community col-
lege since 2007.

“Based on her record of inno-
vation in promoting student 
access and diversity, I believe 
that Thuy will lead Foothill 
College in advancing a culture 
of student equity and in closing 
the achievement gap,” Miner 
said in the announcement. “I 
am confident she will offer the 
kind of leadership and inspira-
tion that will help the college 
achieve its most ambitious goals 
and further enhance the state 
and national leadership role for 
which our district is known.”

Nguyen came from more 
humble beginnings: When she 
was 3 years old, she and her 
family fled Vietnam after the 
end of the war, drifting in the 
Pacific Ocean on a “rickety 
boat” for more than two weeks 
before a commercial ship res-
cued them and took them to a 
refugee camp in Japan, accord-
ing to Foothill’s announcement. 

The family eventually relocat-
ed to Wichita, Kan., then settled 
in Oakland when Nguyen was 
14 years old. The family lived 
in low-income housing, and 
Nguyen attended a predomi-
nantly African-American and 
Latino high school, where she 
“embarked on a path of com-
munity leadership and service,” 
the announcement states.

At Castlemont, she served 
as a student representative on 
the Oakland Unified School 
District’s Board of Directors, 
cadet colonel brigade com-
mander in the Army Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps, 
and valedictorian of her class. 
Upon graduation, the mayor of 

Oakland declared June 23, 1993, 
“Thuy Thi Nguyen Day” in 
recognition of her community 
service, according to Foothill.

She went on to obtain a bach-
elor’s degree in philosophy at 
Yale University and attended 
law school at University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles.

“Nguyen said she was inspired 
to pursue a legal career so that 
she could play a part in correct-
ing social injustice, having seen 
firsthand the contrast between 
the ‘haves’ and  ‘have nots’ in 
society,” the announcement 
states.

While in law school, Nguyen 
was selected for a fellowship 
that provides opportunities for 
new immigrants to achieve 
leadership positions in their 
chosen field, according to Foot-
hill. She was part of the inau-
gural class in the law school’s 
public-interest law and policy 
program and earned a juris doc-
tor degree.

Nguyen started her legal 
career at a firm in Emeryville, 
providing legal assistance to 
school districts on issues such 
as desegregation, student disci-
pline, bilingual education and 
employment. She later worked 
as a field representative for 
California Assembly Majority 
Leader Wilma Chan. In 2003, 
the Peralta Community College 
District appointed Nguyen as 
interim general counsel and 
soon made the appointment 
permanent. As general counsel, 
she represented the interests 
of the district and its four col-
leges, Laney College, Merritt 
College, College of Alameda 
and Berkeley City College. Over 
the years she served other roles, 
including acting vice chancel-
lor for human resources and 
districtwide strategic planning 
manager.

Before her assignment in the 
California Community Colleges 
Chancellor’s Office, Nguyen 
took a leave from Peralta to 
serve for six months as interim 
president and chief executive 
officer of the Community Col-
lege League of California, head-
ing the chief advocacy organiza-
tion for California community 
colleges, according to Foothill. 

Miner cited as an example of 
Nguyen’s “ability to translate 
passion and vision into action” 

efforts to create a pipeline pro-
gram to help historically under-
represented students get to law 
school.

As a volunteer on the State 
Bar of California’s Council on 
Access and Fairness, Nguyen 
brought together law schools, 
universities and community 
colleges to develop the “2+2+3 
Community Colleges Pathway 
to Law School” (which refers 
to two years in community 
college, two years in university 
and three years in law school). 
The initiative today includes 
six California law schools, six 
undergraduate universities, 29 
community colleges and 16 
high school law academies and 
“is viewed as a model,” Foothill 
said.

Miner also pointed to Nguy-
en’s leadership at the state 
Chancellor’s Office in mov-
ing to an “innovative funding 
approach that encourages com-
munity colleges to assess and 

strengthen their efforts in equal 
employment opportunity,” the 
announcement states.

Nguyen has also organized 
regional training workshops 
on topics from why diversity in 
hiring matters to how to address 
unconscious bias, highlighting 
evidence that a diverse faculty 
helps close the student-achieve-
ment gap, Foothill said.

Nguyen, who lives in Castro 
Valley, also has “deep con-
nections” in the East Bay and 
is well-known in the local 
Vietnamese community. She 
co-published a book called “25 
Vietnamese Americans in 25 
Years” that marked the anni-
versary of the fall of Saigon by 
highlighting the contributions 
25 Vietnamese Americans made 
to American society.

Nguyen has also been an 
educator herself: She worked 
as an adjunct instructor teach-
ing education law for several 
years at what is now California 
State University, East Bay. She 
also currently serves as board 
president of the Marcus Fos-
ter Education Institute, which 
promotes excellence and educa-
tional opportunity in Oakland 
public schools.

Her annual salary will start at 
$188,878, according to Foothill. 

Email Elena Kadvany at 
ekadvany@paweekly.com

Foothill College names new president

Thuy Thi 
Nguyen

‘I am confident she will offer the kind of 

leadership and inspiration that will help the 

college achieve its most ambitious goals’
JUDY MINER,  

CHANCELLOR OF THE FOOTHILL-DE ANZA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
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COMMUNITY TALK & NEUROSCIENCE HEALTH CENTER TOURS 

Latest Advances in Stroke Treatment 

RSVP at: stanfordhealthcare.org/events  

or call 650.736.6555. 

Please register, seating and tours are limited.  

SATURDAY, MAY 7 • 9:30–11:30AM 

Stanford Neuroscience Health Center  

213 Quarry Road • Palo Alto, CA 94304

SPEAKERS

Gregory Albers, MD  
Director, Stanford Stroke Center 

Jeremy Heit, MD, PhD 
Neurointerventional Radiology

Alison Kerr, RN, MSN 
Vice President, Neuroscience, 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Health, 
and Operations

Stanford Health Care invites you to a free community talk 

about stroke awareness and treatment advances. As the 

first program in the nation to earn comprehensive stroke 

certification from the Joint Commission, Stanford continues 

to pioneer medical, surgical and interventional therapies for 

treating and preventing stroke. 

Join us to:

• Attend a talk with Stanford Medicine experts on the latest 

diagnostic tools, treatment and rehabilitation options

• Take a tour of the Stanford Neuroscience Health Center

area took center stage for the eight 
delegate seats up for the 18th dis-
trict, which ranges from Redwood 
City down to Santa Cruz County. 
The delegate caucus for the Sand-
ers campaign was held at the Suc-
cess Center in Mountain View’s 
Whisman Station neighborhood. 
The Clinton camp held its event at 
the Hillview Community Center 
in Los Altos. 
 Among those vying for a con-
vention seat were some familiar 
names. Mountain View Mayor 
Pat Showalter submitted her-
self as a Clinton delegate while 
Councilman Lenny Siegel was 
firmly on the Sanders side. For 
the two council colleagues, as 
well as countless others out that 
day, the debate over who would 
make the best president echoed 
the campaign themes playing 
out on the national stage. 
 For Showalter, who works as a 
water system engineer, the push-
back against a Hillary Clinton 
presidency reminded her of the 
challenges she faced in a career 
path dominated by men.
 “It’s important to have a 
woman in the White House,” 
Showalter said. “Clinton has a 
tremendous amount of experi-
ence and she’s intelligent.” 
 She certainly wasn’t alone — of 
the hundreds who came out to 
the Clinton caucus, the crowd 
was predominantly female, with 
about three women to every man. 
Many in attendance said this was 
the first time they had ever par-
ticipated in the delegate process. 
 People in the hundreds attended 
the Sanders event, as well. Working 
the room, Siegel made his case for 
why he thought the Vermont senator 
was best positioned to lead the nation. 
Sanders winning the party nomina-
tion was becoming a distant long-
shot, he said, but at least showing 
support for Sanders would pressure 
Clinton to adopt more of his policies. 
 “Clinton has a solid lock on elec-
tion officials in her camp,” Siegel 
said. “This is a way to show voters 
there are some local officials who 
are supporting Sanders as well.” 
 Like a microcosm of Ameri-
can politics, the would-be del-
egates passed out stacks of fliers 
touting their endorsements and 
positions, and some candidates 
added a cookie or other snack 
to sweeten the deal. Many can-

didates banded together in slates 
and made stump speeches. 
 In a somewhat arcane process, 
each Democratic candidate’s 
caucus gets to choose its own 
delegate list for each congres-
sional district. For the 18th 
district, that means Clinton 
and Sanders supporters each 
selected eight delegates, along 
with one alternate. Based on the 
results of the June 7 primary, 
the delegates will be divided up 
proportionally in each congres-
sional district. 
 Things are very different on 
the Republican side. For that 
party, the winning presidential 
candidate gets to choose his own 
delegates. California is a winner-
take-all state for each congressio-
nal district on the Republican side. 

The results 

 Per the rules of the California 
Democratic Party, each district 
selects a set number for male and 
female delegates for Sanders and 
Clinton. The results of the June 7 
primary will determine how many 
of each candidate’s delegates will 
go to the party’s convention. 

For the 18th district, the del-
egates for Sanders in order of 
votes are: 

Female
Carole Dorshkind
Maralina Milazzo 
Susan Wolfe
Carolyn Templeton

Male
Rishi Kumar
Kenneth Carpenter
Leonard Siegel
Farbod Moghadam

Alternate
Robin Bougeja

For Clinton, the delegates are: 

Female
Amy Pearl 
Elspeth Farmer 
Barbara Windham 
Prameela Bartholomeusz 

Male 
Shaian Mohommadi
Sergio Lopez
Jay Jackman
Zachary Ross

Alternate
Adrienne Grey

DELEGATES
 Continued from page 1

Bernie Sanders supporters cast their votes for delegates to the 
national Democratic Convention at a caucus in Mountain View May 1.
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Open Floorplan and Prime Neighborhood

Fronted by stately magnolia trees, this 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home 

of 1,618 sq. ft. (per county) occupies a corner lot of 6,930 sq. ft. (per 

county) in the fantastic Midtown neighborhood. Th is tastefully 

updated home off ers a fi replace, hardwood fl oors, an open, 

functional fl oorplan, and a private, alluring backyard retreat with 

citrus trees. Enjoy living within an easy stroll of bus services, 

Philz Coff ee, Hoover Park, Midtown Shopping Center, and El 

Carmelo Elementary (API 944) (buyer to verify eligibility).

For more information, please contact:

Michael Repka
650.488.7325  |  michael@deleonrealty.com

3060 Cowper Street, Palo Alto
Offered at $1,988,000

www.3060Cowper.com  

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary 
Lunch & Lattes
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4 BEDS       2 BATHS       LIGHT AND BRIGHT       HARDWOOD FLOORS       FAMILY ROOM

SUNNY DECK       CLOSE TO EXCELLENT SCHOOLS AND CASTRO STREET

921 ORMONDE DRIVE
MOUNTAIN VIEW

EXTENDED HOURS: FRIDAY, 9:30 AM�–�5:00 PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:00�–�5:00 PM

www.921Ormonde.com       $1,450,000

CalBRE# 01234450

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

650 • 440 • 5076
david@davidtroyer.com
davidtroyer.com
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Extraordinary Home, Excellent Community

Built in 2011, this tri-level 3 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom townhome of 

1,637 sq. ft. (per county) is within the desirable Mondrian community. 

Featuring an attached two-car garage, the home also provides terrifi c 

amenities, all en-suite bedrooms, and an open fl oorplan that includes 

an island kitchen with granite countertops. Th is immaculate 

community off ers private park and pool areas, and is an easy 

stroll from beautiful Sylvan Park. You will love living close to 

commuter services, fi ne schools, and Castro Street attractions. 

For more information, please contact:

Michael Repka
650.488.7325  |  michael@deleonrealty.com

291 O’Keefe Way, Mountain View
Offered at $1,188,000

www.291OKeefe.com  

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE

Saturday
1:30 - 4:30 pm
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 Best news photo for “No relief 
in sight” of protesters at the City 
Council meeting seeking relief 
from skyrocketing rents. 
The Voice’s design department, 
led by Kristin Brown, won first 
place for best inside page layout.
 Second-place awards were giv-
en for: the profile feature story on 
community activist and cancer 
survivor Elena Pacheco entitled 
“A friend in deed,” by Noack and 
Le; coverage of education for 
Forestieri’s “Trouble with special 
education facilities” series about 
the Mountain View Whisman 
School District; online photo 
essay for Le’s coverage of a former 
Mountain View resident’s return 
to his family in violence-plagued 
Guatemala, titled “An Ameri-
can dream deferred;” artistic 
photo for Le’s “Puppet masters 
of Mountain View;” and best 
editorial comment for Associate 
Editor Renee Batti’s “A super-
intendent’s resignation. Hon-
estly?” about the circumstances 
surrounding the departure of  
Mountain View Whisman dis-
trict’s Craig Goldman.
  In addition, Voice staffers were 
named Blue Ribbon finalists, 
meaning they finished in third 
or fourth place, for eight entries. 
 Le was awarded two Blue 

Ribbons in the artistic photo 
category, for her entries “A rough 
path” and “Chicken at the door;” 
for the photo essay that accompa-
nied “A friend in deed;” and for 
the news photo “Housing crisis.”
 Forestieri was named a Blue 
Ribbon finalist for his coverage 
of education for the series of 
articles “Controversy surrounds 
superintendent’s departure” and 
for best investigative reporting 
for  “University withholds earth-
quake safety data.”
 Noack and Le were honored 
with a Blue Ribbon in best enter-
prise news for “Makeshift RV 
camps spark concern.”
 Gemmet received recognition in 
the category of best editorial com-
ment for “A strange definition of 
transparency,” about the Mountain 
View Whisman district’s withhold-
ing of public documents during a 
special election for a new trustee.
 “We so appreciate this recogni-
tion,” Gemmet said as she accepted 
the General Excellence award 
Saturday. “I have a small, hard-
working staff and they’re out there 
every day, trying to give a voice to 
people in every corner of our com-
munity. I am so proud of them.”
 The Voice’s sister paper, the 
Palo Alto Weekly, was awarded 
the top prize for Online General 
Excellence and 12 more first- and 
second-place awards.  V

—Mountain View Voice staff
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This 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home radiates 
warmth & style with it’s open and airy 

 

$1,450,000730 Alice Ave, Mountain View

 650.303.7501
 

CalBRE 01236885

 Shelly Potvin

# 1 Listing Agent CB Los Altos, 2014, 2015
# 2 Buyer Representation CB Los Altos,  
2014, 2015

730 Alice Ave, Mountain View

OPEN FRI 1-5 

SAT & SUN 12-5

AWARDS
 Continued from page 1

who are vital to this community, 
and when they go home at night 
they don’t have access to these 
services,” he said.
 Because needy families are 
working longer hours and some-
times multiple jobs, CSA is going 
to experiment with more flex-
ible hours of operation, giving 
clients a chance to pick up food 
and get access to social workers 
during evening hours and over 
the weekend. In order to meet 
the demand, Myers said CSA 
will need to hire more staff, and 
bolster the ranks of the roughly 
650 volunteers who help the non-
profit throughout the year.
 New staffing could mean 
more senior case managers to 
handle the growing number of 
elderly North County residents 
who can’t afford the rising cost 
of living. The number of clients 
who receive senior services 
from CSA has remained level 
over the last five years, but only 
because it lacks the staff and 
funding to handle bigger casel-
oads, according to the strategic 
plan. CSA’s senior lunch pro-
gram, which is not bound by the 
same cost constraints, has seen 
a big increase in the number of 
seniors coming in — from 879 
in 2010 to 1,384 in 2015.

Finding a new home
 Because so many residents 
are coming to CSA seeking 
refuge from big rent increases, 
the agency recently added a 
new position specifically to help 
families find an affordable place 
to live — even if that home ends 
up being pretty far away.
 Housing Case Manager Nicole 
Nosich has spent the last month 
as CSA’s go-to person for helping 
clients find a new home, which 
includes an exhaustive search 
for available affordable housing 
units and apartments in Moun-
tain View and in the surround-
ing region. While the position is 
still new, Nosich said the goal is 
to build relationships with local 
landlords to encourage them to 
take on new tenants through 
CSA at a “fair” rental rate.
 While most residents who 
come to Nosich want to con-
tinue living in the area and do 
not want to relocate, many of the 
11 clients she has worked with 
so far simply can’t afford the 
high cost of housing, prompting 
some tough conversations.
 While CSA will spend the 
next few years finding new ways 
to keep residents housed and 
prevent them from falling into 
homelessness, the organization 
already has a few tools at its dis-
posal. In December last year, the 
Mountain View City Council 

awarded CSA $150,000 to sup-
port residents who get hit with 
rent increases of 10 percent or 
higher. The money can be used 
to subsidize the rent hike for up 
to six months, Nosich said, giv-
ing clients time to figure out a 
way to pay the increased cost or 
find a new place to live. Nosich 
said she was not sure how long 
the $150,000 would last.
 The Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors recently approved 
$225,000 in additional funding 
to CSA over three years to pay 
for emergency rental assistance, 
specifically to help low-income 
residents pay for rent over a two-
month period rather than long-
term rental relief. The goal of the 
program is to prevent families 
from becoming homeless during 
an emergency situation, like a 
job loss or medical emergency.
 Myers said the evolving role of 
CSA is going to require an ambi-
tious fundraising plan, leverag-
ing resources from individual 
donations and support from 
corporations and businesses. 
At the same time, he said, the 
organization needs to kick off 
a marketing campaign to let 
people know that CSA is out to 
help the community.
 “We need more people to know 
that CSA exists,” Myers said. V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

CSA
 Continued from page 8
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manager. 
 “The result seems to be that 
you get more food scraps if 
you reduce garbage service,” 
she said. “People are motivated 
then.” 
 But that doesn’t necessar-
ily mean they were happy with 
the new program. Surveys 
conducted following the pilots 
indicated fewer than half the 
respondents were satisfied with 
the program. While it felt 
like an upstanding thing to 
separate food scraps, in prac-
tice it was difficult for some 
households, said Ben Dodson, 
a resident who participated in 
the program.  
 “We felt good about it as citi-
zens of the Earth, but having bi-
weekly garbage was stressful for 
us,” he said. “We have an infant 
in diapers so our trash filled up 
quickly. By day six, you look in 
at your garbage and it’s pretty 
full, and you have eight more 
days to go.” 
 At the April 26 meeting, the 
public speakers who shared 
their experiences mirrored the 
city’s survey results — it was 
roughly a split between enthu-
siastic supporters and those 
worried about smelly garbage 
cans spilling into the street.  
 The test phase indicated that 
starting a biweekly pick-up 
schedule would be the cheap-
est food-scrap program (about 
$80,000 annually) and would 
divert the most garbage (about 
3,500 tons each year). But city 
staff noted other options were 
on the table. Keeping a weekly 
schedule would cost about 
$435,000 each year, but it would 
generate about one-third more 
trash. Another pricier idea 
would be to equip all homes 
with new split garbage cans 
with separate sides for garbage 
and food waste. 
 City council members across 
the board voiced their support 
for waste reduction, but they 
were still divided on the deci-
sion. Councilman Lenny Siegel 
said he had heard concerns 
from too many constituents to 
believe that a biweekly schedule 
was a good idea. He backed the 
more expensive option to keep 
garbage service weekly. 
 “People feel like they’re get-
ting half the service for the 
same price,” he said. “Many 
find the garbage is seriously 
smelly after one week. That is a 
deterioration in service that I’m 
not wiling to impose on myself 
or other residents.” 
 Yet a thin council majority 
backed the scaled-down trash-
pickup. While the switch would 
be painful for some, the city’s 
plan would still be f lexible for 
special circumstances. Coun-
cilman Chris Clark pointed out 

that families could pay extra for 
weekly service if they need it. 
 “(Biweekly) service increases 
our trash diversion, and that’s 
what we’re going for,” he said. 
“It makes your think twice 
before throwing something out, 
and that’s where we ultimately 
want to get to.”
 The food-scraps discussion 
was a study-session, meaning 
that no definitive vote was 
taken on a final program. Staff 
noted they would bring back 
details on a final food-scraps 
program later this year. V

Email Mark Noack at mnoack@
mv-voice.com

LocalNews

 

Visit our Mt. View Neighborhood Adoption Center at
PetSmart • 2440 East Charleston Road • 408-425-1569

hssv.org/locations

Meet Your New 
Best Friend

DOG SHOWCASE 
EVERY SATURDAY 
AT 12-2PM!

COMPOSTING
 Continued from page 5

 Police say the search war-
rant was a collaborative effort 
between multiple law enforce-
ment partners that helped to 
diffuse a potentially dangerous 
situation.
—Kevin Forestieri

MOLESTATION, CHILD 
PORN ARREST
 A 54-year-old man accused 
of molesting a boy for about 
eight years was arrested in Los 
Altos Hills last week, a Santa 

Clara County sheriff ’s spokes-
man said.
 Gregory Helfrich was arrested 
on suspicion of child molestation 
and possession of child pornog-
raphy, sheriff ’s Sgt. James Jensen 
said Wednesday, May 4.
 Helfrich is suspected of sexu-
ally assaulting and showing 
child pornography to the victim, 
who was between the ages 5 and 
12 at the time, Jensen said. The 
victim is now a man in his late 
20s, according to Jensen.
 Detectives learned about the 
case and served a search warrant 
at Helfrich’s home in the 2100 
block of Old Page Mill Road on 

April 27, Jensen said.
 They found printed pictures of 
child pornography in Helfrich’s 
bedroom. On his computer, 
detectives found additional child 
pornography through his Inter-
net searches and websites saved 
under his “Favorites” folder, 
Jensen said.
 Helfrich was arrested and 
booked into Santa Clara County 
Jail, where he is being held with-
out bail.
 Anyone with information on 
the case is asked to call the sher-
iff ’s office detective unit at (408) 
808-4500.

—Bay City News Service

CRIME BRIEFS
 Continued from page 4
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THANK YOUTO OUR TALENTED DOCTORS, NURSES AND EMPLOYEES 
                  WHO DEFINE PERSONALIZED, QUALITY CARE.

In honor of National Nurses and Hospital Week, we recognize and celebrate our extraordinary staff for 
their collaboration and dedication to providing high quality care. A few highlights from this past year 
include earning Magnet recognition by the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) for the third 
consecutive time, making El Camino Hospital the only hospital in Northern California to achieve this 
level of re-designation, and launching a new electronic medical record system. These accomplishments 
require an integrated team approach, with a shared focus on improving the health of our community. 
Thank you to our staff for their invaluable contributions.

Thank our staff by sharing your appreciation on our Facebook page   
                                                                                                         at www.facebook.com/elcaminohospital

Two campuses • 2500 Grant Road, Mountain View • 815 Pollard Road, Los Gatos       

800-216-5556      www.elcaminohospital.org   

Celebrating National Nurses Week, May 6-12

and National Hospital Week, May 8-14 
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Excellent Community and Fine Amenities

Th e peaceful, private Seven Springs Community surrounds this 3 

bedroom, 2.5 bathroom detached home of 1,745 sq. ft. (per county) 

that occupies a lot of 4,000 sq. ft. (per county). Soaring ceilings 

and transom windows contribute to the openness of the design, 

which includes a fi replace, extensive storage, updated lighting, and 

engineered hardwood fl oors. Th e home also off ers an attached 

two-car garage, a fabulous backyard with fruit trees, and access to 

community amenities like tennis courts and a pool. Enjoy living 

within moments of parks, shopping, and fantastic schools.

For more information, please contact:

Michael Repka
650.488.7325  |  michael@deleonrealty.com

11801 Sierra Spring Court, Cupertino
Offered at $1,488,000

www.11801SierraSpring.com  

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

® OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm

Complimentary 
Lunch & Lattes
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4 BEDS      2 BATHS      REMODELED CHEF’S KITCHEN      HIGH VAULTED CEILINGS WITH EXPOSED BEAMS

3 SETS OF GLASS DOORS TO A TERRACE - PERFECT FOR ENTERTAINING       EXCELLENT LOCATION

1123 JUDSON DRIVE
MOUNTAIN VIEW

EXTENDED HOURS: FRIDAY, 9:30 AM�–�5:00 PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:00�–�5:00 PM

www.1123Judson.com       $1,698,000

CalBRE# 01234450

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

650 • 440 • 5076
david@davidtroyer.com
davidtroyer.com


