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using the long hours on his mail 
route to hone in on his talent. 
 “I knew it was going to evolve 
into a huge part of my life,” 
Dupree said. “I wanted to eventu-
ally end up in Las Vegas and get 
really big, but at the time I was 
almost 50 years old. Now I’m 
almost 60, so time is not on my 
side, but I’m going to get as much 
accomplished as I can.”
 Along the way, he met Hill. 
They met at bereavement coun-
seling, but Dupree and Hill over-

came the tragic circumstances to 
forge a strong connection from 
the start. Dupree jokes that they 
got kicked out of counseling for 
flirting.
 “He started singing like Elvis 
from the first minute I met him,” 
Hill said. “Because we got kicked 
out of bereavement counseling, 
he asked me to go a bar. He got up 
there and started singing ‘Can’t 
Help Falling in Love.’ I wanted 
to show him my talents, so I 
started hula dancing. Every time 
he sings, I dance.”
 Hill did not became a part of 
Dupree’s act until much later. In 

fact, she almost wasn’t a part of 
it all. Before auditioning on the 
televised variety competition 
“America’s Got Talent,” which 
aired in May, Dupree was used to 
doing parties and events by him-
self. He had even auditioned for 
the televised talent show headed 
by impresario Simon Cowell 
before, with no luck. Feeling dis-
couraged, Dupree wouldn’t have 
gone to the San Jose auditions if it 
didn’t happened to fall on his day 
off. 
 “I was a last minute throw-in. 
Basically I told him, ‘Well, you’re 
not going to make it through 

because you didn’t before, so why 
don’t I come and dance?” said 
Hill.
 Dupree had amassed sup-
port from coworkers, family, 
and even the Mountain View 
residents on his mail route. Hill, 
however, was so sure she’d get 
voted off that she refused to tell 
anyone about it. 
 “I thought after the first show 
they’re going to vote us off,” Hill 
said. “It’s not like we’re doing 
some amazing tightrope or doing 
magician tricks. We’re not any-
where near any of these talented 
people.” 
 For the first round of live audi-
tions, Dupree sang “Viva Las 
Vegas” while Hill danced in a 
white, fringed mini-dress. Hill, 
a former San Francisco 49ers 
cheerleader and makeup art-
ist, was not nervous to perform 
in front of judges like Cowell 
and Heidi Klum. Dupree, how-
ever, admits to getting a little 
overwhelmed. 
 “I was nervous enough to flub 
some of the lines,” Dupree said. 
“Songs that I do over and over, 
thousands of times, but as soon 
as I get on stage I flub the line.” 
 For their second performance, 
Dupree sang Ricky Martin’s 
“Livin’ La Vida Loca” in Span-
ish. After enamoring Simon 
Cowell and the other judges 
at the first performance with 
her burlesque-inspired dancing, 
NBC thought it would impress 
the judges if Hill wore tear-away 

clothing during the number. 
Sure enough, Cowell and Howie 
Mandel gave the pair a standing 
ovation. 
 Despite Cowell and Mandel’s 
enthusiasm, Dupree and Hill did 
not make it past the judge’s cuts. 
But their wild ride didn’t end there. 
 Producers of the show fol-
lowed them around Mountain 
View and filmed their daily lives 
to get their on-camera reaction 
when they were invited by the 
Flamingo Hotel and Casino to 
perform in its Legends in Con-
cert show. According to Dupree, 
those moments on the Flamingo 
stage were the fulfillment of their 
dreams. 
 Since getting back from Las 
Vegas, Dupree and Hill said they 
are keeping busy. It seems like 
just about everyone wants to hear 
from them, if the free gifts they’re 
receiving and their bursting 
email inboxes are any indication 
They said they feel compelled 
to never leave the house under-
dressed, now that people recog-
nize them on the street.
 The couple is hoping to find 
more opportunities for their act 
on the Las Vegas strip. Dupree 
is thinking of putting up songs 
on YouTube and is considering 
retiring soon in order to dedicate 
more time to his true passion. 
 “You’re never too old or too 
young to do the things you want 
to do. I’m 57 years old and life 
right now is really good for me,” 
said Dupree. V

ELVIS
 Continued from page 1

 Bob Haeckl, a resident of Mountain View, 
passed away unexpectedly on Monday, 
August 8, 2016 from an undetected enlarged 
heart at the age of 51 while vacationing with 
his family at Lake Tahoe. He generously and 
whole-heartedly loved his family and friends.

 Robert (Bob) Everette Haeckl was born in 
Santa Clara, California on August 19, 1964 
to parents Fred and Ann (Glendinning) 
Haeckl. His parents moved to 
Los Altos in 1966, where he 
spent his childhood. Bob had 
two older siblings, his sister 
Doralee and his brother Fred. 

 Bob was a very energetic boy 
and played soccer, football, 
and baseball in the local youth 
leagues. He also played golf 
on the Junior Golf team at 
Los Altos Country Club and 
was active in the Young Life 
organization. For high school, 
Bob attended Judson School 
in Paradise Valley, Arizona, 
a boarding school where he played on the 
football team and rode on the rodeo team. He 
attended Foothill/De Anza College, where he 
played football, and then he transferred to 
San Jose State University to major in art to 
continue his passion for ceramic arts.

 Bob met his wife Kristina (Krissy) Ouimet 
from Los Altos in 1992. In 1993, she got the 
opportunity to take a new job in Boulder, 
Colorado, and they jumped at the chance 
to live closer to the mountains. While 
in Boulder they enjoyed all the outdoor 
activities Colorado had to offer. Bob skied, 
backpacked, hiked many of the 14ers (14,000 
ft mountains), mountain biked, golfed, and 
fly fished. It was in Boulder that Bob also 
found his passion for gardening, however he 
was always frustrated by the short growing 
season. Bob worked in the outdoor retail 
industry and had a ceramic arts studio. Bob 
and Krissy were married in 1999 at Foothills 
Congregational Church in Los Altos. In 
2001, their son Conrad Everette Haeckl was 
born, and in 2003 their daughter Madeline 
(Maddy) Rose Haeckl was born. They lived in 
Boulder until 2009, when Krissy got another 
job opportunity that would bring them back 
to Mountain View to be closer to family and 
childhood friends.

 In Mountain View, Bob was a stay-at-
home dad who was actively involved in all 
the kids’ activities. He coached the MVLA 
boys baseball team, MVLAGS girls softball 
team, and the Springer Elementary School 
f lag football team over the years. He also 
volunteered for many of the kids’ school 
activities. When he wasn’t busy with the 
kids’ activities, he played golf, rode his 

mountain and road bikes, 
and worked in the garden he 
created in their Mountain 
View home. Family vacations 
usually took them to the 
mountains where they would 
camp, hike, mountain bike, 
ski, and fish.

 In addition to Bob’s love of 
outdoor adventures, he also 
had a passion for cooking, 
especially BBQing, ceramic 
arts, and was a car enthusiast. 
He loved going to the Pebble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance 

held in Carmel, CA.
 Bob is survived by his wife Kristina 

(Krissy) Haeckl, Mountain View, CA; their 
children Conrad Haeckl and Madeline 
(Maddy) Haeckl; his mom Ann Haeckl, 
Los Altos Hills, CA; his sister Doralee (Joe) 
Stancil, Eagle River, AK; his brother Fred 
(Ann) Haeckl, Vista, CA; their children 
Jake and Brianna; his uncle Peter and aunt 
Almut Haeckl, Napa, CA; his cousin Andrea 
Haeckl; his aunt Judith Glendinning, 
Oakland, CA; his cousin Catherine (Rich) 
Lamy, Trumbull, CT, their children Luke, 
Ryan, and Dylan; his cousin Heather 
(Courtney) McGrew, Oakland, CA; their 
children Ruby and EJ; his in-laws Jim 
and Laura Ouimet, Incline Village, NV; 
his sister-in-law Andrea Ouimet, Crested 
Butte, CO; his brother-in-law Steve (Maria) 
Ouimet, Ventura, CA; plus his extended 
family and many wonderful friends. 

 Bob was preceded in death by his dad Fred 
Haeckl and his uncle Lary Glendinning.

 A memorial service will be held at 11:00 am 
on September 17, 2016 at Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Portola Valley.

 Bob had a soft-spot for rescued animals, so 
in lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
the Humane Society (humanesociety.org).

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Robert (Bob) Everette Haeckl
August 19, 1964 – August 8, 2016 
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scheduled in June to approve 
Ryba’s new base salary and salary 
range, which typically includes a 
bonus of up to 45 percent, based 
on her performance. Her 2015 
salary was $800,300. However, 
the board delayed its decision in 
June without commenting.
 In a statement, hospital board 
president Neal Cohen said Ryba 
helped to develop strong partner-
ships with community leaders, 
organizations, physicians and 
donors, and worked collabora-
tively to ensure that the hospital 
will continue to meet the needs 
of the community.
 During her tenure as CEO, El 
Camino Hospital took on several 
ambitious projects. The hospital 
recently finished upgrading to 
an electronic medical records 
system, finalized plans to 
expand the hospital’s Mountain 
View campus, and announced 
plans to purchase land for a new 
hospital outside of the district in 
South San Jose, with the aim to 
expand El Camino’s presence in 
the Bay Area.
 Shortly after Ryba arrived 
in 2011, one of the hospital’s 
unions started working on 

a ballot initiative to restrict 
executive compensation at El 
Camino, a reaction to cuts 
to hospital workers’ benefits. 
Measure M passed in 2012 and 
was the subject of a lawsuit that 
was resolved when the SEIU 
agreed not to defend it in court 
after hospital officials acqui-
esced to concessions in contract 
negotiations.
 “It has been a privilege to 
serve as president and CEO of El 
Camino Hospital,” Ryba said in 
a statement. “We have advanced 
patient quality, secured the 
organization’s financial viabil-
ity and increased community 
benefits to the residents of the 
region.”
 Ryba, who could not be reached 
for comment, will pursue oth-
er health care opportunities, 
said Jennifer Thrift, a hospital 
spokeswoman.
 The hospital board established 
a committee to begin the search 
for an interim CEO, and will 
simultaneously start a national 
search for a new president and 
CEO of the hospital.
 When reached by the Voice, 
board members David Reeder, 
Dennis Chiu and John Zoglin all 
declined to comment on their 
decision to end Ryba’s employ-
ment at El Camino. V

EL CAMINO CEO
 Continued from page 1
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Arts&Events

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

By Karla Kane

Autumn is always a fruitful 
time for arts and enter-
tainment on the Penin-

sula, with an abundance of 
theater openings, intriguing art 
exhibits, concerts, lectures and 
more, and this year is no excep-
tion. We’ve harvested a few 
choice highlights to present in 
our annual fall arts preview. To 
paraphrase The Kinks: Yes, yes, 
yes, it’s our autumn almanac!

EXHIBITS

‘The Butterfly Effect:  
Art in 1970s California’

 You’ve likely heard some varia-
tion of “The Butterfly Effect” 
before: A butterfly flapping its tiny 
wings in, say, Palo Alto can affect 
the weather across the ocean. It’s a 
term that originates from a 1972 
paper by scholar Edward Norman 
Lorenz, who described the impact 
one small insect could have on 
greater events as a metaphor in 
his explanation of chaos theory. 
The Palo Alto Art Center, also 
born in the 1970s and celebrating 
its 45th anniversary this year, is 
taking inspiration from Lorenz 
by presenting a new exhibit, “The 
Butterfly Effect: Art in 1970s Cali-
fornia,” this autumn. The exhibit 
will feature works in a variety of 
media (including painting, pho-
tography, sculpture, video, collage, 
assemblage, and printmaking) 
drawn (no pun intended) from 
movements and styles including 
Feminism, Pattern & Design, 
Kinetic Art, Photorealism, Spiri-
tualism, Protest, Light and Space, 
the Paper Renaissance, and Color 
Theory, and will include artists 
such as Carol Summers, Elaine 
Badgley Arnoux, Bill Owens, 
Fletcher Benton and many oth-
ers. An opening celebration will 
be held Friday, Sept. 16, 7-10 p.m. 
with opportunities to meet some 
of the artists, make some new art 
and purchase refreshments. 

Where: Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 
Newell Road

When: Sept. 17-Dec. 30
Cost: Free
Info: Go to cityofpaloalto.org/art-
center. 

Other art exhibits  
worth a peek

•  Nick Cave at Anderson Col-
lection, Sept. 14-Aug. 14, 2017, 
anderson.stanford.edu/

•  “Object Lessons: Art & Its His-
tories” at Cantor Arts Center, 
Sept. 15-ongoing, museum.
stanford.edu

•  Louise Nevelson at Pace Palo 
Alto, Sept. 29-Nov. 27, pacegal-
lery.com

•  “The Great Glass Pumpkin 
Patch,” Palo Alto Art Cen-
ter, Sept. 27-Oct. 2, great-
glasspumpkinpatch.com

•  “Landscapes, Seascapes & 
Urbanscapes” at Pacific Art 
League, Oct. 7-27, pacifi-
cartleague.org

ON STAGE
‘The Life of the Party’

 TheatreWorks presents the 
U.S. premiere of “The Life of the 
Party,” a celebration of the work 
of the Tony Award-nominated 
composer Andrew Lippa, star-
ring Lippa himself, along with 
some big names from Broadway, 
including Teal Wicks and Sally 
Ann Triplett, and the West End’s 
Damian Humbley. The show 
(which, parents be warned, con-
tains mature subject matter) is a 
lively revue featuring hit num-
bers from Lippa’s career, drawn 
from musicals as “The Addams 
Family,” “Big Fish,” “The Wild 
Party” and “I Am Harvey Milk.” 
The show was a hit in London; if 
it moves on to the Great White 
Way, local theater lovers will 
get to boast that they saw it 
before the New Yorkers. Other 
Theatreworks offerings coming 
up this fall include October’s 
Irish romantic comedy “Outside 
Mullingar” (runs Oct. 5-30 at 
Mountain View Center for the 
Performing Arts) and “Daddy 
Long Legs,” a musical by the cre-
ator of TheatreWorks’ mega-hit 

“Emma” set in suffragette-era 
New England (runs Nov. 5-30 at 
Palo Alto’s Lucie Stern Theatre). 

Where: Mountain View Center for 
the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St. 
When: “Life of the Party” runs 
through Sept. 18
Cost: $35-$75
Info: Go to theatreworks.org

Other on-stage 
highlights

•  From Palo Alto Players: “Dis-
ney’s The Little Mermaid,” 
Sept. 16-Oct. 2; “The Diary 
of Anne Frank,” Nov. 5-20, 
paplayers.org 

•  From Dragon Theatre: “Wait-
ing for Godot,” Sept. 16-Oct. 2; 
“On the Verge: Or the Geogra-
phy of Yearning,” Oct. 14-Nov. 
6, dragonproductions.net 

•  From West Bay Opera: “Le 
Nozze di Figaro,” Oct. 14-23, 
westbayopera.org

•  From The Pear Theatre: “Major 
Barbara,” Oct. 28-Nov. 20, the-
pear.org

•  From Stanford TAPS: “Spring 
Awakening,” Oct. 27-Nov. 5, 
taps.stanford.edu

•  From Los Altos Stage Com-
pany: “Assassins,” Sept. 1-25; 
“Circle Mirror Transforma-
tion,” Nov. 17-Dec. 11, losal-
tosstage.org

•  From EnActe Arts: “Chaos 
Theory,” Cubberley Commu-
nity Theater, Oct. 14-15; “Sun-
dar Ramayana,” Nov. 11-12, 
enacte.org

MUSIC

Yael Naïm

Remember “New Soul,” the win-
some and infectious breakout hit 
featured in an Apple commercial a 
few years back? That tune belongs 
to French-Israeli singer-songwrit-
er, producer, pianist and guitarist 
Yael Naïm, who will perform in 
Palo Alto on Sept. 13. The trilin-
gual (English, French and Hebrew, 
born to Tunisian parents) musi-
cian, who was named France’s 
Artist of the Year for 2016, will 
release her new album, “Older,” in 
the U.S. on Sept. 2. She may be an 
“older soul” now but her chamber-
pop sounds are no less fresh than 
when Steve Jobs first catapulted 

her into the spotlight in 2008. 

Where: Oshman Family JCC, Schultz 
Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 Fabian Way, 
Palo Alto
When: Tuesday, Sept. 13, 8 p.m.
Cost: $55-$65
Info: Go to paloaltojcc.org

More concerts  
worth a listen

•  Palo Alto Philharmonic’s 
autumn concerts, First Baptist 
Church of Palo Alto, Sept. 10, 
Oct. 22 and Nov. 12, paphil.org

•  Mariachi Festival, Angelica’s, 
Sept. 16-17, angelicasllc.com

•  Shoreline Ampitheatre pres-
ents: Dolly Parton on Sept. 24; 
Gwen Stefani on Oct. 8; Bridge 
School Benefit on Oct. 22-23, 
shoreline.amphitheatermtn-
view.com

•  Concert Across America to 
End Gun Violence, Backyard 
Coffee, Sept. 25, concertacros-
samerica.org/

•  Stanford Live presents: The 
Complete Piano …tudes by 
Philip Glass on Sept. 29; Omara 

Autumn arts 
almanac

COURTESY OF THE PALO ALTO ART CENTER

“A Figure of Our Times,” by Roy De Forest, is part of the “Butterfly Effect: Art in 1970s California” exhibit 
opening soon at the Palo Alto Art Center.

A GUIDE TO A FEW OF FALL’S  
FINEST ART OFFERINGS

 See FALL ARTS, page 14


































