
By Mark Noack

A 
City Council subcom-
mittee has directed city 
staff to draft policies 

that would allow the council to 
remove members of the city’s 
Rental Housing Committee, the 
independent group administer-
ing Mountain View’s new rent 
control program. The push for 
oversight was prompted by con-
cerns about committee member 
Tom Means, who was paid for 
consulting work to help defeat 
a November ballot measure in 
Pacifica that would have created 
a rent control program similar to 
Mountain View’s.

At a Nov. 28 
meeting, the coun-
cil’s three-member 
Procedures Com-
mittee asked legal 
staff to begin draft-
ing a formal pro-
cess to censure or 
remove members 
who exercise poor 
ethical judgment on the Rental 
Housing Committee as well as 
other city committees. 

Establishing control over the 
Rental Housing Committee is 
a big shift. In the buildup to 

last year’s election, most coun-
cil members had criticized the 
Measure V rent control measure 
as being too inflexible, creating 
a Rental Housing Committee 
whose members, once appointed, 
would be nearly impossible to 
remove. 

But at the Tuesday meeting, 
City Attorney Jannie Quinn 
explained that it was “implicit” 
in Measure V that the City Coun-
cil was empowered to remove 
appointed committee members. 

“The City Council has the 
authority to appoint the mem-
bers, and implicit in this ability 
is the ability to remove them,” 

she said. “Since 
they’re appointed 
to a specific term, 
just cause and due 
process are needed 
to remove them.” 

Quinn suggest-
ed taking a page 
from the removal 
policies of some 
of the city’s other 

committees. Under those guide-
lines, members could be kicked 
off for repeated absences or for 
violating the Political Reform 

By Kevin Forestieri

M
ountain View Whis-
man school board 
members signaled loud 

and clear that children shouldn’t 
leave elementary school with-
out learning basic facts about 
puberty, sexual development and 
other critical sex education topics 
that have sparked controversy in 
some Bay Area school districts.

With little discussion and no 
hesitation, trustees unanimously 
agreed at the Nov. 16 board meet-
ing to continue teaching a health 
education unit called “Puberty 
Talk” to all fifth-grade students, 
calling it age-appropriate and 
better suited for elementary 
school where students feel more 
comfortable broaching sensi-
tive sex education topics. The 
board’s decision reverses plans 

by district staff to drop Puberty 
Talk in the spring, following 
complaints from parents who 
argued that the co-ed environ-
ment and advanced topics could 
be problematic for kids who are 
as young as 10 years old.

Mountain View Whisman 
began teaching the new sex edu-
cation curriculum, developed 
and taught by the Redwood City 
nonprofit Health Connected, in 

the 2015-16 school year in order 
to comply with a new state law 
called the California Healthy 
Youth Act. The law requires 
school districts to provide com-
prehensive, up-to-date informa-
tion on sexual health as well as 
HIV prevention, and was seen as 
landmark legislation that put all 
school districts on the same page 
when it comes to sex education.

Even within the Mountain 

View Whisman school district, 
each school used to tackle sexual 
health differently, and lessons 
were “delivered inconsistently” 
as the burden fell on the teach-
ers — without any professional 
development — to teach the 
sensitive topics, said Assistant 
Superintendent Cathy Baur. She 
called the California Healthy 

MICHELLE LE

Chez TJ, Mountain View’s only Michelin-starred restaurant, will have to move from the historic 
Weilheimer house under a redevelopment plan put forward by its owners, the Minkoff Group and the 
owners of the Tied House next door.
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Mountain View Whisman board OKs fifth-grade sex ed
PARENTS URGE DISTRICT TO ALLOW HEALTH EDUCATION IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, DESPITE PROTESTS IN OTHER CITIES

Council seeks way to remove 
rent committee members
RHC MEMBER TOM MEANS’ PAID WORK FOR ANTI-RENT 

CONTROL CAMPAIGN UNDER SCRUTINY

 See COMMITTEE, page 7

 See SEX ED, page 10

By Mark Noack

D
espite fervent pushback 
from nearby residents, 
a downtown office proj-

ect that would replace the his-
toric Chez TJ and Tied House 
buildings received an initial 

round of approvals from the 
Mountain View City Council. 

The proposed four-story 
office project at 938 Villa St. 
emerged the winner at the Nov. 
28 meeting despite treading 
through a minefield of the 
city’s hot-button issues, such 

as creeping tech development, 
vanishing small businesses and 
a loss of what many say are the 
charm and character of the 
city’s historic downtown. A 
thin majority of four council 

Council backs plans to replace 
restaurant buildings for offices
FORCEFUL OPPOSITION WARNS CITY IS LOSING DOWNTOWN CHARM

 See RESTAURANTS, page 6
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LOS ALTOS HILLS    $9,750,000

12501 Zappettini Court  |  6bd/7.5ba
Kathy Bridgman  |  650.209.1589

SARATOGA    $3,800,000

20326 Pierce Road  |  5bd/3ba
Stefan Walker  |  650.209.1516

LOS ALTOS    $2,995,000

781 Parma Way  |  4bd/2ba
Kathy Bridgman  |  650.209.1589

LOS ALTOS HILLS    $8,995,000

27350 Julietta Lane  |  5bd/4.5ba
Stefan Walker  |  408.209.6100/650.209.1516

MOUNTAIN VIEW    $2,698,000

2047 Cecelia Way  |  4bd/3ba 
Stefan Walker  |  650.209.1516

MENLO PARK    $2,095,000

256 Marmona Drive  |  3bd/2ba
Charlene & Harry Chang  |  650.814.2913

SARATOGA    $4,800,000

14941 Vickery Avenue  |  5bd/3.5ba
Cindi Kodweis  |  650.279.6333

PALO ALTO    $2,998,000

315 Oxford Avenue  |  3bd/2.5ba
Erika Ameri  |  650.269.8211

LOS ALTOS    $1,155,000

1 W Edith Avenue #C120  |  1bd/2ba
Kathy Bridgman  |  650.209.1589

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Los Altos 650.941.1111
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Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Anna Krause.

“What I don’t like about the 

Black Friday culture is that it 

seeps into Thanksgiving.”

Matthew Asuncióm, Sunnyvale

“I work for a small business, and 

I prefer that people shop at small 

businesses, so support Small 

Business Saturday instead.”

Linda Windes, Mountain View

“You’re supposed to be with your 

family and that’s kind of what 

Thanksgiving is. And there’s 

always cyber Monday.”

Aireen Celestino, Mountain View

“If it’s a day that a few companies 

decide to use as a way to get rid 

of their inventory for a low price, 

that’s up to consumers to decide 

if they want to do that or not.”

Petr Johanes, Mountain View

H ti f V i A

“I think the holidays have 

long been commercialized ... 

the corporations always try to 

control the aspects of life.”

Zirui Huang, Mountain View

Is Black Friday an economic boost 
or abandonment of holiday values?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

Don’t forget to take advantage of your remaining 

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View (Corner of El Camino & Calderon) 
Email: Info@SmilesDental.com

Patients love us on                  over 75 “5 Star Reviews”!

Smiles Dental 650.665.5001

Dental Benefits: 
Use it or Lose it!

SmilesDental.com | 650.665.5001

650-948-0881

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Open Daily
8am-7pm

Prices Effective
11/29 thru 12/05   

Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

SWEET
AND
CRISP

FUYU

PERSIMMONS
$199

SQUASH
LB.

$300BUN

FOR2

BUTTERNUT

SWEET
AND
CRISP

ORGANIC FUJI

APPLES
RAINBOW
RED OR
GREEN

ORGANIC LOCAL

SWISS CHARDS

TIME TO BAKE

GLACE FRUIT
ALMOND PASTE

NOW IN STOCK
RAW ALMONDS

SHELLED WALNUTS

DRIED CRANBERRIES

MEDJOOL DATES

BLACK RAISINS

$6.99LB.
$7.99LB.
$3.79LB.
$9.99LB.

$2.49LB.
$199

LB.

LOCALLY

GROWN

DARK

GREEN

NO WASTE

BROCCOLI
CROWNS

99¢
LB.

SEEDLESS
STEM
AND
LEAF
SWEET
JUICY

MANDARINS
SATSUMA

LB.

$199DIPPED APRICOTS 
DRY FRUIT BASKET

NOW IN STOCK

NOW TAKING ORDERS
GIFT FRUIT BASKETS

LB.79¢SWEET
AND
MEATY

Mountain View Voice

Donate online at www.siliconvalleycf.org/mvv-holiday-fund

2017
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LocalNews

GUNSHOTS FIRED DOWNTOWN
 Mountain View police are asking for the public’s help in 
finding a man suspected of firing gunshots during a fight 
in downtown Mountain View early Sunday morning.
 Officers received reports of a fight in progress near Vil-
la and Castro streets shortly after 2 a.m. on Nov. 26, and 
heard several gunshots nearby, in the area of Villa and 
Bryant Street, according to a statement by the Mountain 
View Police Department.
 Witnesses told police that they saw a man shoot into 
the air before driving away in a burgundy Toyota Tundra. 
Casings were found in the area, police said.
 It’s not known if the man was the same suspect 
involved in the reported fight, police said. No one else 
involved in the fight could be located.
 The suspect is described a 6-foot-tall Hispanic man 
in his 20s with a slim build, a trimmed beard and slick 
black hair. He was seen driving southbound on Bryant 
Street.
 Anyone with information on the incident or the where-
abouts of the vehicle is asked to call Det. Dan Garcia at 
650-903-6624 and refer to case number 17-07944.

—Kevin Forestieri

FATAL FREEWAY CRASH
 A Sunnyvale man died in a solo-vehicle crash Sunday 
morning in Mountain View, California Highway Patrol 
officials said. 
 He was identified as Juan Reynoso Velazquez, 29, by 
the Santa Clara County Medical Examiner and Coroner’s 
Office on Monday.
 At about 8:05 a.m. on Nov. 26, CHP officials received 
a call from reporting a crash just off the Ellis Street off-
ramp from southbound U.S. Highway 101. 
 A preliminary investigation indicates that a black 1995 
Honda was traveling south on Highway 101 approaching 
the Ellis Street off-ramp when a white 2014 Honda cut in 
front of the other vehicle to exit at Ellis Street.
 CHP officials said Reynoso Velazquez, who was driv-
ing the black Honda, tried to avoid hitting the white 
Honda and lost control of the vehicle. 
 The black Honda crashed into a perimeter fence and 
overturned. Reynoso Velazquez was taken to Stanford 
Hospital, where he died. 
 Neither alcohol nor drugs appear to have played a role 
in the crash, CHP officials said. 

—Bay City News Service

C R I M E B R I E F S

ATTEMPTED ROBBERY
400 block Hillwood Ct., 11/24

AUTO BURGLARY
1500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 11/25
700 block Continental Cir., 11/27

BATTERY
1000 block El Monte Av., 11/22
300 block Escuela Av., 11/26
2200 block Latham St., 11/26

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
200 block N. Whisman Rd., 11/22
600 block Castro St., 11/24
100 block Castro St., 11/24

2200 block California St., 11/24

INDECENT EXPOSURE
Bush St. & W. Dana St., 11/25

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
100 block Varsity Ct., 11/22
1300 block San Domar Dr., 11/24
1700 block Springer Rd., 11/25
400 block Sylvan Av., 11/25
100 block Eunice Av., 11/26

VANDALISM
100 block Evandale Av., 11/23
600 block Ellis St., 11/25
800 block Heatherstone Way, 11/25

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by 
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Water System Flushing
The City of Mountain View is preparing 
to begin its annual water system flushing 
program.  System flushing is a process 
the City uses to maintain water quality by 
clearing water mains of sand and sediment 
that may have accumulated during the last 
year.  The City’s flushing program accounts 
for less than 1% of the overall water system 
use.  

northern City limit.  The City will post notices 

information about the City’s water system 

City personnel are in your neighborhood 
 

(650) 903-6329.

City of Mountain View

  

 Healthy Teeth and Gums 
  That Last a Lifetime!

Don’t Wait!  
Call 650.969.6077  
for your appointment today! 2014

•  Experienced and Gentle 
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

•  New Patients Welcome!

• Free Consultations and 
Second Opinions

• Saturday Appointments 
Available

Conveniently located  
in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B  
Mountain View 94041 
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

Voted Best  
Dentist

TH
E VO

IC
E

MOUNTAIN 

2016
VIEW

Best  of
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dentalfabulous.com
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Top news 
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Sign up today at  

MountainViewOnline.com

The local 
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care about 

is one click 

away.

Receive 

information on 

what’s happening 

in your community 

by email every day.



December 1, 2017    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    5  

CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

COMMUNITY

FEATURESLocalNews

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

By Kevin Forestieri

T
he Mountain View Police 
Department is gearing up 
for a big traffic safety push 

after receiving $115,000 in grant 
money.
 The department announced 
last week that the California 
Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) is 
pitching in funding for officers to 
conduct a year-long program of 
“special enforcement and public 
awareness efforts” to reduce the 
number of traffic-related deaths 
and injuries. For Mountain View, 
that means traffic enforcement 
officers will spend more time on 
the roadways monitoring viola-
tions, more drunken-driving 
saturation patrols and a robust 
public education campaign on 
traffic safety.
 Traffic collisions involving 
bicyclists and pedestrians have 
largely increased 
over the last five 
years. Data from 
the Mountain View 
Police Department 
shows bike-relat-
ed collisions have 
gone up from 27 
in 2013 to 58 in 
2016, and pedes-
trian-related colli-
sions have increased 
from 11 to 27 over 
the same period. 
The increase comes, 
in part, because of 
a policy change 
requiring report-
ing of all accidents, 
regardless of whether anyone was 
injured.
 Mountain View police are 
taking a broad approach to the 
problem, tackling bike, pedes-
trian, motorcycle and motorist 
safety, including speeding and 
red light and stop-sign viola-
tions. Police spokeswoman Katie 
Nelson described it as a “holistic 
approach,” and said that every-
one who uses the road has a 
part to play in traffic safety. An 
increase in violations and col-
lisions is expected as the city 
continues to grow, but Nelson 
said much of the danger on the 
roadway comes down to people 
being distracted.
 “It’s more about people not pay-
ing attention,” she said. “People 

are so fixated on their phones 
... people are going too slow or 
they’re looking at the ground, or 
they’ve got earbuds in their ears 
and aren’t looking up.”
 Grant funding from the OTS 
used to be funneled through 
the county for regional traffic 
enforcement efforts, like holiday-
specific DUI (driving under the 
influence) crackdowns during 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Eve, but in 2015 began award-
ing grants to individual cit-
ies that apply. Nelson said the 
police department won a smaller, 
$70,000 grant last year to pay 
for traffic safety initiatives. The 
money will not be used to hire 
additional staff or contract out 
to other agencies, Nelson said, 
but could go a long way towards 
paying for overtime for traf-
fic enforcement officers to tar-
get problem spots in Mountain 

View.
 Ratcheting up 
ticketing would be 
a big change for 
Mountain View, 
which has seen a 
precipitous drop in 
citations for traf-
fic violations over 
the last five years. 
In 2013, the police 
department wrote 
out 5,328 tickets 
for wireless device 
violations, 1,742 
tickets for speeding 
and 1,386 tickets for 
disregarding traffic 
signals, according 

to police reports. Those numbers 
have dwindled since then — in 
2016, the department issued 479 
tickets for using wireless devices, 
451 tickets for speeding and 291 
for disregarding signals.
 Police officials have argued in 
recent years that ticketing may 
not be the best use of resources, 
simply because it doesn’t have a 
big influence on roadway behav-
ior beyond those who take the 
direct financial hit. Education 
campaigns including online and 
social media messaging about 
traffic safety have been a prior-
ity for the department, as well 
as working with the city’s public 
works department on potential 

MICHELLE LE

The Mountain View Day Worker Center offers more than just a place to find jobs; its members also 
have access to classes and job training. The center is one of seven local nonprofits that benefit from 
donations to the Voice’s annual Holiday Fund. 

Police to ramp up 
traffic enforcement

STATE GRANT MONEY WILL PAY FOR BOOST IN TICKETING,  
DUI PATROLS AND EDUCATION

By Mark Noack

T
o see perseverance in 
action, visit the Moun-
tain View Day Worker 

Center. 
 On a daily basis, a few dozen 
laborers — many struggling to 
find a place to live — come in 
and wait their turn for a chance 
to work. It could be landscaping 
work or helping a senior move 
furniture or hanging up Christ-
mas lights at a local park.
 In their down time, the labor-
ers aren’t idle. They’re practic-
ing English, learning technical 

skills or doing volunteer work 
in the community. The workers 
— many of them immigrants to 
the U.S. — are adherents of one 
of the most sacred of American 
ideals; that hard, honest work 
will be rewarded. 
 After about 20 years in Moun-
tain View, the Day Worker Cen-
ter is still fighting to survive. 
Despite its age, the center still 

remains relatively unknown 
to a sizable segment of the city, 
said Executive Director Maria 
Marroquin. When residents 
need a job done, their first 
instinct can be to use Craigslist 
or TaskRabbit rather than a 
local network of handymen. 
 “Many people still don’t know 
we’re here and what we do,” she 
said. “Especially in these times, 
people need to get to know each 
other to see the humanity in 
others.” 
 For that reason, the Day 

By Kevin Forestieri

M
ore than 1,500 students 
in the Mountain View 
Whisman School Dis-

trict could see their schedules 
radically change next year, as 
the district wraps up its quest to 
offer elective classes to all middle 
school students, including those 
with special needs.
 District staff, including teachers 
and principals at Crittenden and 
Graham middle schools, have 

been quietly meeting since fall 
2016 to tinker with the standard 
seven-period school day. While 
the options have ranged from 
modest to sweeping changes, the 
core goal of the task force is to 
inject flexibility into the schedule 
so students with disabilities and 
students learning English still 
have room for an elective class.
 The critical flaw in the cur-
rent schedule is that the students 
with special needs are forced 
to concede their elective period  

to remedial support classes, 
whether in English language 
development or special education 
support. Parents and district staff 
have argued that this is an unfair 
approach that shortchanges stu-
dents of the only creative outlet 
they have during the school day.
 One of the proposals still 
on the table is to switch to an 
eight-period block schedule that 
divides up classes by holding 

Day Worker Center:  
still here and ready to help

NEW OUTREACH CAMPAIGN AIMS TO STRENGTHEN TIES TO COMMUNITY

Middle schools plan a schedule shake-up
CHANGE WOULD ALLOW SPECIAL ED, ELL STUDENTS TO TAKE ELECTIVES 

 See DAY WORKER, page 8

 See MIDDLE SCHOOLS, page 12  See TRAFFIC, page 6

Mountain View Voice
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Mountain 

View has seen 

a precipitous 

drop in 

citations 

for traffic 

violations over 

the last five 

years.
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members signaled that the proj-
ect should move forward, warts 
and all. 
 The project applicants — who 
include the owners of Chez TJ 
and the Tied House along with 
the Minkoff Group development 
firm — had proposed building 
plans for 41,000 square feet of 
offices, with space for a ground-
floor restaurant. The project 
reportedly would adhere closely 
to the city’s downtown precise 
plan, leaving city officials with 
little justification to shoot down 
the project, despite its unpopu-
larity, explained Councilman 
Lenny Siegel. Preserving the 
historic buildings would be 
the only issue that could merit 
rejecting the project, he told the 
crowd. 
 “I share your concerns about 
preserving our downtown and 
Old Mountain View, but in this 
instance I feel it’s misplaced,” he 
said. “The (restaurant owners) 
have a right to find a new use 
for their property so long as it’s 
compliant.” 
 Both restaurant buildings are 
recognized as historic sites by the 
city. The Chez TJ building, also 
known as the Weilheimer House, 

is a 1894 cottage that is one of 
city’s oldest structures and the 
former home of Arthur Free, the 
only congressman to hail from 
Mountain View. The Tied House 
building, which was built in 1931, 
is also recognized as an iconic 
site, yet it is generally regarded as 
the less significant of the pair. 
 At a June hearing, the City 
Council signaled it wasn’t very 
concerned about the Tied House 
building, but council members 
did want to save the Weilheimer 
House. Following that direction, 
developer Dan Minkoff on Tues-
day presented plans to relocate 
the old house about a block and 
a half away to a vacant section of 
the single-family-home property 
at 1012 Dana St. The house could 
be preserved and rented out as a 
residence, he said. 
 That concession did little to 
placate the project’s numer-
ous opponents. A huge turnout 
of residents organized by the 
group Livable Mountain View 
demanded an immediate halt to 
the project as part of what they 
described as an urgent need to 
save the city’s vibrant down-
town from becoming an office 
park. Members of the group 
shared their self-produced video 
and studies showing dwindling 
downtown commercial activity 

and “dead zone” office stretches 
that deterred pedestrians. As 
a cautionary tale, one speaker 
read aloud a letter from Sunny-
vale City Councilman Michael 
Goldman urging Mountain 
View leaders not to make the 
same mistakes his city made by 
replacing their downtown with 
“cookie-cutter” office buildings. 
 The group went further in flex-
ing its muscles before the council, 
handing over a petition signed 
by a reported 2,300 residents 
calling for a moratorium on all 
downtown development and for 
the city to rewrite the 30-year-old 
downtown precise plan. 
 Anticipating some skepticism, 
Livable Mountain View members 
emphasized that they aren’t a fac-
tion of NIMBYs opposed to all 
development. 
 “The vast majority of people 
here are not anti-development ... 
they’re unhappy with the qual-
ity of what’s going on, particu-
larly in downtown,” said Alison 
Hicks, a professional city plan-
ner. “You have to listen to your 
constituents.” 
 The dilemma was more com-
plicated than small businesses 
versus corporate offices. Two 
longstanding restaurant owners 
who had preserved their build-
ings were behind the new office 

proposal, said Councilwoman 
Margaret Abe-Koga. She recalled 
how a few years ago, the city had 
allowed the demolition of the 
historic, yet dilapidated, Pearson 
House for an office project. 
 “It was an eyesore, and I heard 
from many residents saying just 
get rid of it,” Abe-Koga said. “The 
Chez TJ owner has done a great 
job preserving (the Weilheimer 
House), so do we punish him by 
not letting him do what he wants 
with it?”
 Abe-Koga was joined by Mayor 
Ken Rosenberg and Councilwom-
an Lisa Matichak in backing plans 
for a “pause” on the project until 
the downtown precise plan could 
be updated. It was an approach 
that Rosenberg admitted was 
unfair to the restaurant owners, 
yet he saw it as the lesser evil. 
 The other side of the council 
was equally ambivalent. Council-
man Chris Clark acknowledged 
the project’s problems, but he 
described it as the best option 
available. If the council dithered 
for too long, the restaurants 
would likely close up and the 
buildings would deteriorate.  
 “I don’t think we’ll find a bet-
ter opportunity to preserve the 
Weilheimer House,” he said. 
“The idea of doing nothing is to 
have the Tied House and Chez 

TJ just sit there.”  
 In the same vein, Siegel 
described the office development 
as the best opportunity to clean 
up toxic contaminants in the soil 
underneath the Tied House. The 
building, which formerly housed 
a dry cleaning shop, has signifi-
cant traces of tetrachloroethene 
and trichloroethene, according 
to environmental reports of the 
site. The levels exceed residential 
habitability standards, but are 
within the acceptable amounts 
for commercial use, he said. 
 Livable Mountain View mem-
bers disputed those findings, but 
a thin coalition on the council 
coalesced in support of the proj-
ect. Council members Pat Show-
alter, John McAlister, Siegel and 
Clark signaled their support. 
 “The best way to preserve this 
house is to remove it,” Council-
woman Pat Showalter said, refer-
ring to the Weilheimer house. 
 Considering the toxins at the 
site, “we have to err on the side 
of community health,” she said. 
 The Nov. 28 meeting was a 
study session to determine if the 
proposal should go forward. The 
developer will come back to the 
council at a future meeting with 
a full project for approval. V

Email Mark Noack at  
mnoack@mv-voice.com

RESTAURANTS
 Continued from page 1

LocalNews

roadway and street light changes 
to prevent future collisions.
 Nevertheless, enforcement 
remains an important tool for 
the department. Shortly after 
a Los Altos woman was killed 
by a driver while crossing El 
Monte Avenue at Marich Way, 
Mountain View police offi-
cers spent four hours walking 
across the street and ticketing 
drivers who failed to yield to 
the pedestrian. By the end 
of the day, they had ticketed 
44 drivers at the dangerous 
intersection.
 There were 26 reported bike 
collisions and 23 pedestrian 
collisions during the first half of 
2017, according to a report given 
to the city’s Bike and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee (BPAC) in 
September. Six of the bike col-
lisions were along Middlefield 
Road, four were along Califor-
nia Street and Shoreline Bou-
levard and Rengstorff Avenue 
each had three. Eleven of the 
incidents were determined to be 
the fault of the driver and 11 the 
fault of the bicyclist, with four 
remaining “unknown.” Causes 
of accidents include unsafe 
speeds, unsafe turns, failing to 
yield and opening a car door 
into traffic.
 While bicycle accidents tend 
to be along major thorough-
fares that are heavily used as 

commute routes, the pedes-
trian collisions through the 
end of June were more widely 
dispersed. The only exception 
was along the downtown cor-
ridor, where three pedestrians 
were reportedly struck at the 
intersection of Castro Street 
and W. Evelyn Avenue within 
a two-month period. Detailed 
data on 2017 pedestrian col-
lisions, including fault and 
extent of injuries, has been 
unavailable because of staff 
turnover at the police depart-
ment, according to Nelson. The 
Voice recently requested that 
data, which should be made 
available in several weeks.
 Nelson said the police depart-
ment appreciates the commen-
tary, concerns and suggestions 
from residents about traffic 
safety — including the stream 
of feedback via social media 
on platforms like Nextdoor, 
Facebook and Twitter — and 
that the information does even-
tually make its way to the 
traffic enforcement division. 
Suggestions to monitor specific 
streets for speeding and ignor-
ing stop signs helps, and the 
goal is to bring down the gap 
between complaints and actual 
enforcement.
 “We’re trying to bypass that 
delay and be proactive in where 
we’re seeing these issues,” Nelson 
said. V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

TRAFFIC
 Continued from page 5

By Mark Noack

T
hrough the debate on 
Tuesday night over rede-
veloping the sites of Chez 

TJ and the Tied House, everyone 
in the room agreed on what 
they didn’t want. That would be 
another office complex like the 
one right next door at 900 Villa 
Street, currently occupied by 
WhatsApp. 
 The 900 Villa Street prop-
erty has become local pres-
ervationists’ lead example of 
how developers allegedly broke 
promises and eroded the charm 
of the city’s downtown core. 
For them, the building repre-
sents another walled-off tech 
compound, creating what they 
call “dead zones” — areas 
downtown with scant public 
appeal. Even worse for local 
history buffs, constructing that 
900 Villa Street building lead to 
demolishing the 130-year-old 
Pearson House.
 In 2013, when the 900 Villa 
Street project was approved, it 
was supposed to be something 
very different. Developer Rog-
er Burnell pledged his project 
would have first-floor retail space 
that he described as perfect for a 
public cafe. But today that space 
is not open to the public — one 

speaker on Tuesday shared a 
video of a security guard closing 
the door in his face as he tried to 
enter. 
 Burnell did not respond to the 
Voice’s interview requests. 
 “Every time I walk by the 900 
Villa building I get a pang of sad-
ness — now we have this build-
ing which is a broken promise 
to the community,” said Old 
Mountain View resident Tracy 
Chu. “Now the adjacent build-
ings are moving in that direc-
tion; one by one, our heritage is 
slipping away.” 
 The dismay over the 900 Villa 
Street building was shared by 
many City Council members — 
more than one of them described 
it on Tuesday as a mistake. 
 Asked about this, city staff say 
that the developer and What-
sApp are technically abiding 
with the city’s rules. The 900 
Villa Street complex is built out 
with downstairs retail space, as 
called for in the city’s approved 
permits, said Planning Manager 
Stephanie Williams. The prob-
lem is WhatsApp is currently 
paying to rent it out and keep 
it vacant for its private use, she 
said. 
 Nothing in the city’s rules 
prohibits property owners from 
doing this, she said. In what 

might seem like a doomsday 
scenario for downtown preser-
vationists, Williams said any 
other commercial space along 
Castro Street could do the same 
thing. 
 “In theory, someone could pay 
to rent out every building along 
Castro Street and keep it empty. 
They could do that,” she said. 
“We can’t regulate how people 
who own their property use it,” 
 Other nearby cities do take 
more forceful action to regulate 
how developers use their retail 
space. In Palo Alto, city officials 
have imposed $700,000 in fines 
against the Sand Hill Prop-
erty Company for not providing 
a neighborhood grocery store 
as promised for a residential 
project. Providing that grocery 
store was a specific condition of 
approval for that project, putting 
the development in violation.  
 Williams described the 900 
Villa Street building in Moun-
tain View as an anomaly, and she 
gave assurances that developers 
weren’t breaking their promises 
throughout the city. 
 But would the 900 Villa Street 
project at least lead city officials 
be more skeptical of future 
promises by developers? 
 “No, we don’t hold vendettas,” 
she said. V

Next door to Chez TJ, critics see  
a cautionary tale at WhatsApp
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  The MEDICARE ANNUAL  
ENROLLMENT Period Ends December 7

  Is your Medicare coverage still right  
for you?

Get your Medicare health plan  
questions answered.
I can also review the high-quality care and affordable  
coverage that a Kaiser Permanente Medicare health plan 
has to offer — with prescription drug coverage included in 
your plan. Please call today.

Kaiser Permanente is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in  
Kaiser Permanente depends on contract renewal. You must reside in the Kaiser
 Pemanente Medicare health plan service area in which you enroll. Calling this 
number will direct you to a sales specialist. Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc., 
393 E. Walnut St., Pasadena, CA 91188-8514.
Y0043_N00006388_B_CA 

Carl Foster
Kaiser Permanente Medicare  
Health Plan Sales Specialist

408-857-3927 
mykpagent.org/carlf

COMMUNITY MEETING NOTICE
NEW COMMUNITY GARDEN AT SHORELINE 

BOULEVARD AND LATHAM STREET
PROJECT 17-44

The City has started the design of a new community 
garden at the southwest corner of Shoreline Boulevard 
and Latham Street.  A Community Meeting will be held to 
review and provide input to develop conceptual designs 
for a new community garden on:

If you have any comments or questions, please contact the 
project manager, Anne Marie Starr, at annemarie.starr@
mountainview.gov or 650-903-6311.  A site location map 
can be found at http://www.mountainview.gov/depts/
pw/projects/highlights.asp.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017 at 6:30 P.M. 
MOUNTAIN VIEW SENIOR CENTER

266 ESCUELA AVENUE 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94040

Assistant Editor
The Mountain View Voice is looking for a talented writer/editor 
to serve as assistant editor for the print and digital versions of 
the Voice and The Almanac in Menlo Park.

Our ideal candidate will bring experience as a journalist and 
with social media, as this position will work with the editors of 
each publication to guide and edit the work of reporters and 
post news to our websites and other digital platforms, including 
Facebook and Twitter.

You will be joining an innovative media company that put 
the first complete U.S. newspaper online more than 20 years 
ago and regularly wins awards for its news and opinion, and 
continues to grow and invest in local journalism. We are a 
team-oriented group that values feedback and collaboration 
and holds ourselves to high standards.

The job is full-time with benefits in our Palo Alto office, located 
just two blocks from the California Ave. train station and co-
located with the Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online.

You should have a degree in journalism, communication, digital 
media or related field and work experience with reporting and 
editing. Strong preference for applicants very familiar with the 
San Francisco Peninsula.

Apply with a cover letter to agemmet@mv-voice.com along 
with a resume and two samples of your writing. Application 
deadline is December 8. Position open until filled. 

We’re looking for talented,  
highly motivated and dynamic people

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

AlmanacNews.comO N L I N E

Act or the city’s code of conduct. 
A committee member must be 
given a chance to respond before 
being penalized, she said. 
 Councilwoman Pat Showal-
ter, who sits on the Procedures 
Committee, asked that the city 
include provisions to allow the 
council to censure committee 
members, a symbolic gesture 
to show disapproval. Even if a 
committee member was techni-
cally following the rules, there 
could still be instances where 
common sense indicated he or 
she was exercising poor judg-
ment, she said. 
 “Ethical considerations are 
important here,” Showalter said. 
There are things that are legal, 
“but are still outside of what we 
think are appropriate,” she said.
 The city had encountered at 
least one similar problem in the 

past with an appointed commit-
tee member. In 2013, a Visual 
Arts Committee member began 
making anti-Semitic comments 
on the Voice website’s comments 
section about council member 
Ronit Bryant. That committee 
member was accused of violat-
ing the city’s code of conduct, 
and he later resigned.
 The controversy surround-
ing Rental Housing Commit-
tee member Means came up 
in recent weeks when it was 
revealed he had been hired by 
the San Mateo County Asso-
ciation of Realtors to author an 
opposition report against rent 
control while serving on Moun-
tain View’s committee. Critics 
say the paid political work calls 
into question his suitability 
and impartiality to administer 
Mountain View’s rent con-
trol program. Means could 
not be immediately reached 
by the Voice for comment on 

Wednesday. At the time, he 
defended his work, saying that 
it was in line with his job as an 
economics professor to study 
the rental market. 
 This fall, the council asked 
staff to investigate how Rental 
Housing Committee members 
could be removed. 
 At the Nov. 28 meeting, coun-
cil members made a deliberate 
effort to speak in general terms, 
avoiding any direct mention of 
Means, but Showalter later told 
the Voice that Means’ political 
consulting had prompted the 
review. 
 Showalter and council mem-
bers Margaret Abe-Koga and 
John McAlister unanimously 
agreed to ask staff to draft rules 
for removing a committee mem-
ber, but any new policy must go 
before the full council for 
approval. V

Email Mark Noack at  
mnoack@mv-voice.com

COMMITTEE
 Continued from page 1

Follow us on Twitter

twitter.com/mvvoice
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a guide to the spiritual communitya guide to the spiritual 
Inspirations

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men's organization.  
It's purpose is to support Catholic values in men and to support church 

and community needs. If you are interested in becoming a member 
please contact Alvin Cura at 650 469-3072 or www.kofc-sjc.org

Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All 

Children’s Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:10  Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012

www.losaltoslutheran.org

LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN
To include your 

Church in 
Inspirations

Please call 
Blanca Yoc

at 650-223-6596
or email  

byoc@paweekly.com

For more information please visit  
our website at www.mvwsd.org/register
Para información en español, visite nuestra página web.

Online registration opens on 
January 5.

OPEN ENROLLMENT 2018 – 19
(Kindergarten – 8th grade)

January 5 – February 2

o

OP

750 A San Pierre Way • Mountain View, CA 94043
650-526-3500 • www.mvwsd.org

Independence 

Friendships

24/7 support

Sense of belonging

Cultural outings

Transportation assistance

The gift of an 
Avenidas Village 
membership lets 
your parents stay 
in the home they 

love, while keeping 
them active, safe 
and connected!

Stumped on What to  
Give Your Parents?

Give them the gift of:

Call (650) 289-5405 

or visit  

www.avenidas.org

5 

p

( )

Worker Center is heading into 
the new year by launching its 
own outreach campaign, which 
is being spearheaded by its 
own workforce. Working with 
the public broadcaster KMVT, 
the center is launching a new 
program to train its team in 
audio and video production for 
a regular television show. Mar-
roquin hopes that it will provide 
another way to strengthen com-
munity ties while also giving 
some insight into their members 
and activities. Not only does it 
promote the center, but it also 
represents “a whole new adven-
ture” and skill set for the work-
ers, Marroquin said. 

The center is also in the 
process of securing funding to 
promote their services to local 
seniors. Since seniors often need 

extra help with manual chores, 
the two groups should become 
natural partners, Marroquin 
said. 

The Day Worker Center is one 
of seven local nonprofits ben-
efiting from the Voice’s annual 
Holiday Fund. Donations to the 
fund are divided equally among 
the organizations, and will be 
matched by the Wakerly Family 
Foundation, the William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation and 
the Lucile Packard Foundation. 
With the support of the Silicon 
Valley Community Foundation, 
100 percent of donations go 
directly to these nonprofits. 

This last year has been par-
ticularly tough for the center. At 
the national level, many center 
workers — dubbed compañeros 
— have watched with increasing 
concern as federal authorities 
have aggressively prosecuted 
undocumented immigrants. 

More locally, the unaffordabil-
ity of the Bay Area has pushed 
many workers out to the region’s 
fringes. About one in five com-
pañeros are commuting from 
San Jose or even farther, Mar-
roquin said. 

Marroquin estimates just “1 
percent” of the center’s regular 
workers have stable housing. 
The overwhelming majority 
cope by couchsurfing, subletting 
rooms or living out of vehicles. 
She describes the Day Worker 
Center’s services as a safety net, 
giving individuals a reliable way 
to earn some money. 

The Day Worker Center is 
open for jobs from 7 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m., Monday through Saturday. 
To contact the center, call 650-
903-4102 or visit the website at 
dayworkercentermv.org. V

Email Mark Noack at 
mnoack@mv-voice.com

DAY WORKER
 Continued from page 5
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Vacancy on the Board of Directors of
Public Facilities Financing Corporation 

Topic:       Notice of Intent to Fill Vacancy on Board of Directors of Public   
       Facilities Financing Corporation.

Who:       Santa Clara Valley Water District

What:       The Board of Directors of the Santa Clara Valley Water District 
       intends to fill a vacant director position on the Public Facilities  
       Financing Corporation (PFFC).  
 
When:       Interested parties should notify the Clerk of the Board of Directors  
       of the Santa Clara Valley Water District in writing no later than 
       4:00 p.m., on Friday, December 15, 2017. Please submit a letter 
       of interest which includes your name, contact numbers, residential 
       address, email address, occupation, summary of interest in the  
       position, and qualifications and experience.

Where:     5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA 95118

The PFFC is a nonprofit public benefit corporation whose primary purpose is to 
provide assistance to the Santa Clara Valley Water District in financing the 
acquisition, construction and improvement of public buildings, works and equipment 
for the Santa Clara Valley Water District, together with site development, landscaping, 
utilities, furnishings and appurtenant and related facilities. The PFFC directors serve as 
volunteers.

Duties of the PFFC director will be to perform any and all duties imposed by law, by 
the Corporation’s Articles of Incorporation or Bylaws, or by resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Santa Clara Valley Water District. PFFC directors meet at such times 
and places as required to conduct Corporation business, usually from one to three 
times annually.

In order to be eligible for appointment, an interested party must reside within the 
County of Santa Clara and must continue to reside therein while serving on the PFFC. 
The Board is seeking interested candidates with experience and understanding of the 
financial market and the issuance of bonds.

Information packets can be obtained online at www.valleywater.org or in person 
at District Headquarters, 5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, California.
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Donate online at   
www.mv-voice.com/ 

holiday_fund

Holiday Fund
Mountain View Voice

Day Worker Center
The Day Worker Center of Mountain 
View provides a secure place for workers 
and employers to negotiate wages and 
work conditions. It serves workers with 
job placements, English lessons, job skills 
workshops and guidance.

Mentor Tutor Connection
Mentor Tutor Connection matches adult 
volunteers who serve either as mentors with 
under-served youth in high school or as 
tutors to students in elementary and middle 
schools in Mountain View and Los Altos 
school districts.

Community School of Music  
and Arts
The Community School of Music and Arts 
provides hands-on art and music education 
in the classrooms of the Mountain View 
Whisman School District.

MayView Community Health 
Center
The MayView Community Health Center 
in Mountain View offers primary care 
services to low-income and uninsured 
patients in northern Santa Clara County. 
No patient is turned away for inability to 
pay for services, which include prenatal 
and pediatric care, cancer screenings and 
chronic disease management. 

YWCA Support Network  
for Domestic Violence
This group operates a 24-hour bilingual 
hotline and a safe shelter for women and 
their children. It also offers counseling and 
other services for families dealing with 
domestic violence.

Community Services Agency
CSA is the community’s safety-net providing 
critical support services for low-income 
individuals and families, the homeless and 
seniors in northern Santa Clara County, 
including Mountain View, Los Altos and  
Los Altos Hills. 

Community Health Awareness 
Council
CHAC serves Mountain View, Los Altos, 
Los Altos Hills and seven school districts. 
Among the services it offers are school-
based counseling and programs to protect 
students from high-risk behaviors.

How to Give
Your gift helps children  
and families in need
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will 

be matched dollar for dollar to the extent 

possible and will go directly to  seven 

nonprofit agencies that serve Mountain 

View residents. Last year, more than 170 

Voice readers and the Wakerly,  Packard 

and  Hewlett foundations contributed  a 

total of  $101,000. We are indebted to 

the Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

which handles all donations, and deducts no 

administrative costs from your gifts, which 

are tax-deductible as permitted by law. All 

donations will be shared equally with the 

seven recipient agencies.

This year, the following  
agencies will be supported  

by the Holiday Fund:

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name _______________________________________________________

Business Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

_______________________________________ Expires _______/_______

Signature ____________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in the Mountain View Voice unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization. A contribution to this 
fund allows your donation to be tax deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

Mountain View Voice

2017
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Youth Act a “very good bill,” 
in part because families must 
opt-out rather than opt-in to 
the lessons.
 After fifth grade, the district 
next offers sex ed in eighth 
grade through the “Teen Talk” 
program, which delves into 
topics like pregnancy, birth 
control, consent, gender and 
sexual orientation as well as 
reducing “misinformation and 
myths about sexual health 
topics,” according to a district 
FAQ. Each year parents are 
given the opportunity to look 
through the teaching materi-
als and attend parent nights 
to ask questions and express 
concerns.
 But going into the Nov. 16 
board meeting, district staff 
were fully prepared to ditch 
Puberty Talk after a group of 
parents raised concerns about 

lessons they claimed were an 
ill-fit for elementary school 
children, particularly teach-
ing how diseases like HIV are 
transmitted. The curriculum 
specifically addresses the effec-
tiveness of condoms and other 
contraceptives in preventing 
sexually transmitted diseases 
and unintended pregnancy, 
according to the Health Con-
nected website.
 “Our current plan is not to 
offer the program for our fifth-
graders,” Baur said.
 Instead, Baur said the district 
would pilot a new sex education 
program in fifth-grade class-
rooms next year, and provide a 
belated version of Puberty Talk 
to sixth-grade students who 
had missed out on the program 
in the spring.
 The opt-out rate was also a 
factor in deciding to go back to 
the drawing board, said Super-
intendent Ayinde Rudolph. A 
total of 29 families chose to pull 

their child out of Puberty Talk 
during the 2016-17 school year 
— about 5 percent of the 570 
fifth-grade students in the dis-
trict — prompting the district 
to search for a more agreeable 
curriculum.
 “A couple parents were upset, 
and we understand that there 
are parents who opt out. It’s 
not a high number, but are 
there other options within the 
state and within the county,” 
Rudolph said.
 The idea didn’t win support 
among either school board 
trustees or members of the 
public at the meeting, who gave 
resounding support for fifth-
grade sex education. 
 District parent Adam Berry 
told board members that he 
was “dismayed” that students 
— including his own child at 
Huff Elementary — may not 
have a chance to learn about 
human growth and develop-
ment at a school that she’s 

attended for six years and sees 
as a safe environment. Adding 
exposure to sex education on 
top of the myriad of other new 
experiences introduced at the 
middle-school level would be 
“overwhelming and irrespon-
sible,” Berry said.
 “(Students) talk, and there’s 
misinformation and lack of 
information,” he said. “The 
sooner we’re able to discuss this 
with them the better.”
 District parent Elizabeth 
Eaton said parents could try to 
teach sex education at home in 
fifth grade in lieu of Puberty 
Talk, but kids may not be 
willing to ask their parents 
questions about uncomfortable 
topics. Schools also play an 
important role in reinforcing 
what students learn at home, 
and it’s important to present 
that information when they 
are around friends and trusted 
adults.
 “I think it does a real 

disservice to our entire com-
munity to put this off for our 
children,” Eaton said.
 Board member Ellen Wheeler 
said all of the feedback she 
heard from parents leading up 
to the meeting, both by email 
and personal contact, came 
down in favor of providing 
Puberty Talk in fifth grade. She 
said the district should not put 
sex education off for a year, and 
ought to provide the experi-
ence in the “smaller elementary 
school environment” instead of 
waiting until sixth grade.
 The state’s sex education 
landscape is currently in an 
awkward transition phase of its 
own. The California Healthy 
Youth Act requires school dis-
tricts to provide comprehen-
sive, medically accurate educa-
tion on sexual health, but the 
state has yet to finish revisions 
to its Health Education Frame-
work, which dates back to 2008. 
If the district convenes a Pilot 
Assessment Review Committee 
(PARC) to find an alternative 
to Health Connected for fifth 
grade, it could take years.
 “I don’t want to waste time 
going down the rabbit hole 
when we might have to reinvent 
the wheel again,” said board 
member Laura Blakely. “I don’t 
see any reason to convene a 
PARC this year when there isn’t 
a (state) curriculum.”

 In other school districts, it 
was the middle-school curricu-
lum — Teen Talk — that drew 
a firestorm of parental opposi-
tion. An online petition circu-
lated by parents in the Palo Alto 
Unified School District earlier 
this year claimed that Teen Talk 
amounted to “sex seduction” 
that was neither age appropri-
ate nor culturally appropriate, 
and that opting out was not 
a solution. A similar opposi-
tion campaign in Cupertino in 
March led to a failed vote by the 
board of trustees to adopt Teen 
Talk.
 The reaction was close to the 
opposite in the Mountain View 
Whisman School District.
 “We didn’t really hear much 
at all from families about Teen 
Talk, which is why we decided 
to keep giving it,” Baur told 
board members. “Our teachers 
are very much in favor of it — 
they really liked it.” V

SEX ED
 Continued from page 1

LocalNews

• NOVEMBER 24 TO JANUARY 7 •
There is nothing better than Home Sweet Home. 

Take home any adult cat or dog for only $20!

Home for the Holidays

hssv.org/adopt

‘A couple parents 

were upset, and we 

understand that 

there are parents 

who opt out.’
SUPERINTENDENT  
AYINDE RUDOLPH
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CATERING AVAILABLE   Gift Cards Available

Delivery Through:  

Ubereats - Doordash - Grubhub - Waiter.com

185 Castro Street   •   Mountain View

(650) 625-8155
ephesusrestaurant.net

135 Castro Street   •   Mountain View

(650) 336-7613
cafeolympus.com

Mediterranean Cuisine

2014

for information: 
650-625-1736 | TheArtifactory@aol.com | artifactoryholidayfair.com

Fine Crafts HOLIDAY FAIR   Local Artists
December 1, 2, 3, 2017

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-5
Hoover House (aka “The Girl Scout House”)

1120 Hopkins, Palo Alto
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954 Villa Street, Mtn View 
Open Monday: 4 PM 

Tuesday-Sunday: 11:30 AM Late night Menu! 
www.TiedHouse.com  •  650-965-2739 

Happy Hour 3:30-6 PM, Weekdays
$1.25 Half Pint Night 9-Close, Thursdays

Tied House 
Brewery & Cafe

Book Your Holiday Party with us NOW!
New Farm to Table Flat Bread Pizzas-New Winter Menu

173 Main Street, Los Altos, CA · 650.941.6043

www.AdventureToysLosAltos.com

creativity and brain power.

Tabeoke Karaoke

Bluetooth 
Compatible

Browse our holiday catalog online. B h lid t l li

FREE  
Gift 
Wrap
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four on alternating days. Under 
that plan, students would have 
87- and 92-minute classes, which 
some board members say could 
benefit all students attending 
Graham and Crittenden. Not 
only would kids only have to 
worry about homework for four 
classes each night, but students 
without the need for a support 
period would have the freedom 
to sign up for two elective classes.

At the Nov. 16 board meeting, 
board member Ellen Wheeler 
said she favored the eight-period 
model because it could bring 
stress levels down a notch for 
students who face increasing 
academic pressure in middle 
school. She said some parents are 
comparing the proposal to what 
students typically see in college, 
with half of the classes taking 
place on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday and the other half 

held on Tuesday and Thursday.
For teachers, a block schedule 

would be a mixed bag, said Assis-
tant Superintendent Cathy Baur. 
They would get a much-needed 
extra period for preparation dur-
ing the day, but having to teach 
classes every other day for an 

extended period of time would 
upend the familiar 48-minute 
daily lesson plans and teaching 
strategies. At a Nov. 2 board 
meeting, Baur said the shake-up 
would likely require more pro-
fessional development to bring 

teachers up to speed.
“We would need to support 

our teachers in how to teach for 
longer periods of time and how 
you break that up and make it 
interesting,” she said.

District staff admitted that the 
planned schedule changes have 
not been widely publicized or 
communicated to families. In late 
September — during the tail-end 
of the task force process — the 
district finally asked for feedback 
from parents and students.

The results were mixed, to 
say the least. Parents said they 
wanted more electives to focus on 
STEM, coding, programming, 
engineering, fine arts and foreign 
languages. Students, on the other 
hand, overwhelmingly favored 
home economics classes, like 
cooking and baking, extended 
break periods and athletics. 

Parents griped about lack of 
communication from the dis-
trict office, while students com-
plained about lugging around 
heavy backpacks and spending 
too much time on homework.

Where the divergent priorities 
met, however, was over the start 
time of school. Both parents and 
students said middle school ought 
to start later than 7:50 a.m. at Gra-
ham and 7:55 a.m. at Crittenden 
so that kids have more time to 
sleep. Parents and students also 
agreed that more time for electives 
and a more diverse menu of elec-
tive classes should also be a top 
priority for the task force.

The task force was originally 
expected to make a final recom-
mendation to the board on Dec. 
7 to either adopt the eight-period 
day or a make more conserva-
tive modifications to the current 
seven-period day by dumping the 
current double math period to 
make room for an elective. But 
the recommendation is expected 
to be pushed back to Jan. 4, 
according to district spokes-
woman Shelly Hausman. 

District staff could not say how 
much either option would cost or 
how many new teachers would 
need to be hired.

Despite the delays, the new 
schedules are expected to be in 
place for the 2018-19 school year. 

Baur said whatever the task 
force recommends, it’s para-
mount that teachers and support 
staff have room to either accel-
erate students or offer reme-
dial support on core subjects like 
math, and that ambitious stu-
dents should always have a path 
to take geometry in eighth grade. 
She also reminded the board that 
no matter what schedule they 
approve, not everyone is going to 
be thrilled with the result.

“We are trying create a sched-
ule for 1,600 kids and families,” 
she said. “And all those 1,600 
kids have a wide range of needs. 
We want to make the best choice, 
but we know that we may not 
make everyone happy.” V

LocalNews

MONDAY
DECEMBER 4

FREE 
5:30 TO 7:30 P.M.

Bond Oversight, Parcel Tax Oversight committees 
seek community representatives

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 Continued from page 5

‘We want to make the 

best choice, but we 

know that we may not 

make everyone happy.’

 ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT  
CATHY BAUR
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Unlike most real estate agents, Alex is an attorney with a property tax and 
appraisal background, enabling him to provide sellers a unique advantage 
as few agents have expertise in all of these fields. In addition, the expertise 
and marketing available through the team at DeLeon Realty are the very 
best in the business. Meet with Alex to discuss any preliminary questions 
about selling your home or any tax questions you may have, and let him tell 
you more about what makes DeLeon Realty’s innovative approach to real 
estate so successful. There is no cost or obligation for this consultation. 
However, homeowners who have a current listing contract with another 
agent are excluded.

Sell ing your Sil icon Valley home?

F i r s t ,  c o n t a c t  A l e x  S e r o f f 
o f  t h e  D e L e o n  R e a l t y  t e a m .

Alex Seroff
650.690.2858

CalBRE #01921791
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YOUR LETTERS

GUEST OPINIONS

MAKE NEW CAMPUS A 
NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL
 An open letter to the Moun-
tain View City Council: I find it 
admirable that the city of Moun-
tain View is willing to help fund 
and negotiate a tenth school site 
for the Los Altos School District, 
with up to $100 million dollars 
in park and TDR funds and no 
requirements as to which student 
population the site would be used 
for.
 As a LASD parent who is help-
ing to fund the LASD portion of 
the equation (via Measure N tax 
dollars), I am asking something 
of you: Please make sure to stipu-
late that LASD uses any land it 
acquires in the North El Camino 
area to create a neighborhood 
school for the North El Camino 
Mountain View kids.  
 LASD prides itself, and indeed 
is based on the principle of pro-
viding a neighborhood school 
for all its students, yet somehow 
the Mountain View students, 
who make up almost 30 percent 
of LASD K-8, have never had a 
neighborhood school. 
 Los Altos and Mountain View 
parents and taxpayers want to 
know that LASD is acquiring 
land and building a school for the 
long-overlooked Mountain View 

NEC student population, which 
for many years has been shuttled 
to various schools within Los 
Altos boundaries. If instead, 
LASD builds a new K-8 campus 
for Bullis Charter School in the 
NEC area, the inequity to the 
NEC kids will continue.
  The only growing student 
populations within LASD are 
the NEC students and the Bul-
lis students. Let’s make sure 
the NEC students finally have 
a neighborhood school of their 
own. If LASD can accomplish 
that, it can surely free up space at 
one of its existing sites to create a 
campus for Bullis.

Nancy Bremeau
Los Altos

ANOTHER VIEW OF RVS 
AND THE HOMELESS
 Peter Kuykendall’s letter (Voice, 
Nov. 24) does not make sense. He 
complains, saying that home-
owners in Mountain View have 
been left behind in the discussion 
about RVs, in spite of them pay-
ing thousands of dollars a year in 
property taxes for the privilege of 
owning a home, and he will not 
be able to just move his home 
to another area in the city if his 
neighborhood starts filling up 
with RVs (serving as housing).

 Mr. Kuykendall does not real-
ize how lucky he is by owning a 
home and therefore being able to 
enjoy all the benefits that come 
with it even though he has to pay 
thousands of dollars in property 
taxes, but he criticizes the home-
less when they say it is very hard 
for them to pay an $80 ticket. He 
does not realize they don’t have 
the privilege of owning a home 
as he does. The fact of having 
to live in an RV is already a very 
stressful situation and a vivid 
sign of not being able to afford an 
apartment to satisfy some basic 
needs such as a shower and toilet.
 And on top of that, having 
to pay an $80 ticket means not 
being able to buy food or other 

basic survival items.
 I myself have the privilege 
of owning a home and I will 
not worry about not being able 
to move out if my neighbor-
hood starts filling up with RVs 
because their occupants are 
human beings, my brothers, and 
sisters, a little less privileged than 
I.
 I, and Mr. Kuykendall, and 
everyone else have the right to 
a privilege but also the obliga-
tion to sacrifice a little when 
needed, and the moral obligation 
of showing our solidarity with 
them in any way we can. 

Job Lopez
McCarty Avenue

By Donald McPhail

T
here are no benefits for Mountain 
View residents from the proposed 
Hope Street hotel. I encourage people 

to read Bruce Liedstrand’s perceptive piece in 
the Voice (Nov. 24, “Making Mountain View 
a great place for people to live,” at tinyurl.
com/MVLive1117) for important quality-of-
life reasons why the Robert 
Green Hope Street hotel 
proposal is entirely wrong 
for Mountain View.
 As an economic development consultant 
for many years, I often recommended that 
certain communities should recruit hotels as 
a means of attracting and retaining visitors 
to their overlooked areas. But downtown 
Mountain View is anything but overlooked, 
and our community will not benefit from 
what the proposed hotel would bring: more 
traffic, and greater need for housing. 
 Main thoroughfares around the proposed 
site, including Castro, Hope, California 
and Evelyn, are packed with traffic during 
weekday commute hours, and during lunch 
and dinner every day. Parking on city streets 
and parking lots is equally stressed around 
downtown. The proposed hotel would add 

significantly to the problem in an already 
busy area, and the problem is likely to get 
worse when and if Castro Street is closed at 
the train crossing.
 Typically, a hotel brings with it jobs, 
income for workers, and tax revenue for a 
city. But our city doesn’t lack for jobs, judg-
ing by the presence of Google and other 
high-tech companies, and the regular job-

openings at multiple din-
ing establishments. And tax 
revenue for Mountain View 
from high-tech companies is 

the envy of cities around the Bay Area.
 So, who benefits? Without question, the 
developer and the hotel management com-
pany will benefit, and so will out-of-town 
guests, but not Mountain View residents. 
  Will the guests fill our restaurants? Most 
of them are already full. 
  Will they add to our off-seasons? There 
are no perceptible off-seasons here, since 
high-tech is essentially all-seasons. 
  What about our city planners? I’m cyni-
cal enough to believe that city planners will 
benefit from “Brought a hotel to Mountain 
View” as an entry on their resumes, quali-
fying them for their next planning job in a 
bigger city. 

  Local politicians could benefit by claim-
ing to bring in significant new revenue to 
the city coffers. But how much is enough? 
Our high-tech income is over the top. Does 
Mountain View need to trade its quality of 
life for unending tax revenue?
 What does Mountain View continue to 
need, according to most council members 
during campaign season? More housing. 
What does a hotel bring to Mountain View? 
Transient guests, and more workers in need 
of housing. The best possible use of the two 
parking lots targeted for the proposed hotel 
is likely parking. The next best use is likely 
housing, near the train station. The worst 
possible use is a large hotel or office building, 
with more traffic.
 There are literally no benefits for residents 
from the Robert Green Hope Street hotel 
proposal. Let’s take note on how the council 
proceeds, and let us remember well when the 
next election takes place. 
 Don McPhail and his wife Gretchen are 
longtime Old Mountain View residents. 
He was an economic development consul-
tant for Oregon’s Department of Economic 
Development & Tourism, and retired after 
nearly 40 years in the travel and hospitality 
industries. 

A Hope Street hotel won’t benefit residents

L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

View
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Guest Opinion
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PENINSULA FOOD RUNNERS MAKES IT EASIER TO DONATE EXCESS MEALS TO HUNGRY RESIDENTS
Story by Fiona Kelliher  |  Photos by Michelle Le

F O O D F E AT U R E

Arnold Testa, a volunteer with Peninsula Food Runners, picks up donated pizzas with help from an employee of Mountain View-based Zume Pizza on Nov. 27.

From corporate events to 
Michelin-starred restau-
rants, the Bay Area con-

sumes vast quantities of pre-
pared food every day, contrib-
uting to the estimated 30 to 40 
percent of food that gets wasted 
in the United States.

And yet an estimated 4.9 mil-
lion Californians lack consis-
tent access to adequate meals, 
according to the California 
Association of Food Banks, 
and one in four Silicon Val-
ley residents are at risk of 
hunger, according to Second 
Harvest Food Bank. That’s why 
local restaurants and cater-
ing companies have partnered 
with nonprofit Peninsula Food 

Runners to donate leftovers 
rather than tossing them in 
the trash. Founded in 2013 by 
Maria Yap, the organization 
matches donors, volunteers and 
recipients, delivering an average 
of 35,000 meals weekly across 
the Midpeninsula. 

Peninsula Food Runners 
delivers food to around 200 
organizations that then distrib-
ute it to low-income housing 
residents, senior centers, fami-
lies and the homeless, among 
other communities — for a total 
of 8,000 individuals served.

“Basically the premise is that 
you have so much food here, all 
this surplus,” Yap said. “So why 
not give it to people in need?”

Yap, who lives in San Francis-
co, said she grew up in Malaysia 
watching her social worker 
mother make case calls, an 
experience that made her acute-
ly aware of food insecurity. 

“Many of her clients were 
victims of unfortunate circum-
stances, such as fires, monsoon 
flooding, homelessness, drug 
abuse, domestic violence, child 
abuse, etc,” Yap said on the Food 
Runners website. “Food was 
always connected somehow.”

In the 2000s, while training 
as a chef in San Francisco, Yap 
started volunteering at Food 
Runners San Francisco. The 
organization had developed 
a system in which volunteers 

picked up food from restaurants 
to remove logistical barriers to 
donation. But the Midpenin-
sula had no such system, so 
Yap decided to replicate the San 
Francisco model. Now, Penin-
sula Food Runners serves both 
San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties. About 11 percent of 
Santa Clara County residents 
and 17 percent of San Mateo 
County have food insecurity, 
according to the nonprofit. 

Peninsula Food Runners aims 
to take the onus off businesses 
by researching recipients and 
transporting food, which ranges 
from fresh produce to gourmet 
steak meals. The organization 
relies on a customized software 

system called ChowMatch, 
which Yap’s husband Tod cre-
ated in 2011. The app asks that 
donors sign up once and then 
matches them with volunteers 
and recipients on a case-by-case 
basis. 

On ChowMatch, recipient 
organizations can specify their 
clients’ needs to ensure they 
get the right kind of food at the 
right time. Some families have 
kitchens where they can prepare 
fresh produce, for example, 
while others don’t and require 
prepared meals. Because the 
system addresses recipients’ 

 See FOOD RUNNERS, page 16
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unique living situations, Yap said, 
nobody is forced to throw away 
food they cannot use. 

The 500 Food Runners vol-
unteers — a number Yap said is 
growing “tremendously” — pick 
up the donated food and deliver 
it. Aspiring volunteers have to 
pass a food safety test in order to 
participate.

Local restaurants have caught 
on. Zume Pizza, the Mountain 
View pizza delivery company 
known for its semi-automated 
production, partners with the 
organization to donate between 
seven and 25 pizzas daily.

“I personally think that food 
waste is one of the stupidest 
problems in the entire world,” 
said Zume co-founder Julia Col-
lins. “There should be no reason 
why we make food and throw it 
in the trash ... It makes a lot of 
sense to donate your fresh food 
to a partner who can give it to 
somebody who’s hungry.”

Still, the barriers to donation 
remain high for many food 

producers.
Richard Vo, Palo Alto team 

leader for catering company EAT 
Club, said that many restaurants 
and caterers err on the side of 
having too much food rather than 
too little. Although many busi-
nesses give excess food to their 
employees at the end of the day, 
they are still overwhelmed with 
leftovers, particularly for caterers 
that produce it in large quantities.

Even Zume’s “micro-forecasts” 
for daily business, which rely 
on artificial intelligence, aren’t 
always perfect. 

Liability concerns present 
another barrier to addressing 
food waste. Many cities have laws 
against sharing food with people 
on the street, making restaurant 
owners wary of accidentally 
breaking the law. And last sum-
mer in San Jose, city officials 
cracked down on food giveaways 
in a local park.

With this in mind, Vo said, 
coming up with effective ways 
to handle waste is an “extra 
process” that restaurant owners 
are often hesitant to take on in 
addition to the daily stresses of 

running a business.
Local tech companies make 

up the bulk of donations, though 
Yap said that recently more res-
taurants have expressed interest 
in donating. LinkedIn, for exam-
ple, donates excess catered meals 
every day (and has also sup-
ported Peninsula Food Runners 
financially). Other prolific givers 
include Salesforce and Sequoia 
Capital. 

And while EAT Club donates 
between 20 and 100 meals every 
day, several of their client com-
panies also donate excess food, 
creating a secondary round of 
donations between caterers and 
tech firms.

For the many people who have 
to choose between eating and 
other necessities, like paying for 
medication or electricity, Penin-
sula Food Runners fills a critical 
need.

“What we offer is a supplemen-
tal meal that they don’t have to 
worry about,” Yap said.

More information is online at 
peninsulafoodrunners.org. V

Email Fiona Kelliher at 
fkelliher@paweekly.com

FOOD RUNNERS
 Continued from page 15

Meals from Eat Club, which include fig and prosciutto salads, wait in a warehouse to be picked up by 
Peninsula Food Runners.
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A Bad Mom’s Christmas (R)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Blade Runner 2049 (R) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Coco (PG) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Daddy’s Home 2 (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Florida Project (R)     
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    

Justice League (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Lady Bird (R) 1/2     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

Last Flag Flying (R)    Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    

Loving Vincent (PG-13)     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

The Man Who Invented Christmas (PG)    
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Marshall (PG-13)    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Murder on the Orient Express (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Roman J Israel, Esq. (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Star (PG)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Thor: Ragnarok (PG-13)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Three Billboard Outside Ebbing, Missouri (R)    
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Wonder (PG)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

N O W S H O W I N G

Skip it    Some redeeming qualities    A good bet    Outstanding

For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more movie info,  
visit www.mv-voice.com and click on movies.

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 566-8367)  tinyurl.com/Guildmp

Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700)  Stanfordtheatre.org

New Fares 
Improved Service
Two - Hour Fare

At VTA, we provide 

“Solutions that move you”, 

solutions to traffic, congestion 

and stressful commutes 

throughout our county. To 

accomplish this, VTA is chang-

ing it’s fares and 

improving transit services.

Here are some benefits you can expect:

Two - Hour Fares
Two-Hour Fares are available to customers using a 

Clipper card or VTA’s mobile fare app, EZfare. For two 

hours after the first tag on Clipper, or upon activating a 

Single Ride fare on EZfare, customers can transfer for 

free across VTA bus and light rail service except 

express bus*.

Reduced Youth Fares and New Adult/Senior/
Disabled Fares
Youth fares reduced to discounted rates, $1.00 Single 

Ride, $3.00 Day Pass and $30.00 Monthly Pass. All 

new fares are listed on VTA’s website.

Service Improvements
Plus, service improvements on select VTA light rail and 

bus routes.

Get a FREE Clipper® card while you’re out and 

about! Visit www.vta.org/fares for a listing of 

outreach events in December and January. Limited 

quantities.

*Express bus fare required for any trip 
that includes express service.

Begins January 1, 2018

Changes are coming!

17
09

-1
37

0C

www.vta.org/fares   • (408) 321-2300   • TTY: (408) 321-2330

2 hours of FREE transfers 
when you use Clipper and EZfare.

Taking wing
‘LADY BIRD’ TRACKS A TEEN GIRL’S FLIGHT FROM THE NEST

1/2 (The Guild & Century 20)

COURTESY OF A24

Saoirse Ronan stars in the coming-of-age story “Lady Bird.”

Trapped in a small car on a 
college road trip, a 17-year-old 
girl and her mother come to the 
end of a 21-hour audiobook of 
“The Grapes of Wrath.” Asked 
to sit with what she’s heard, the 
girl laments, “I wish I could live 
through something.” Of course, 
she is, and she will. And her 
mother will be there, watching 
and fretting, as she does.

This is the beginning of Greta 
Gerwig’s “Lady Bird,” a semi-
autobiographical coming-of-age 
tale set in 2002 Sacramento, 
California. Christine McPher-
son (Saoirse Ronan) — or “Lady 
Bird” as she has chosen to 
rechristen herself — finds her 
hometown stultifying and pro-
vincial. Her lower-middle-class 

family struggles to make ends 
meet: Dad Larry (Tracy Letts) 
clings to his job amid layoffs, 
while mom Marion (Laurie Met-
calf), Lady Bird’s adoptive broth-
er, Miguel (Jordan Rodrigues), 
and his live-in girlfriend, Shelly, 
(Marielle Scott) all contribute to 
the household income.

Our hero likewise doesn’t have 
the easiest time navigating the 
halls of sibling schools Immacu-
late Heart of Mary (all girls) and 
St. Francis Xavier (all boys). The 
Catholic schools exacerbate her 
class-consciousness (“I’m from 
the wrong side of the tracks”), 
and senior year feels like one 
trial after another: trying out 
theater (with students comi-
cally overreaching to perform 

Stephen Sondheim’s “Merrily 
We Roll Along”), trying on a 
theater-kid boyfriend (Lucas 
Hedges’ nice but diffident Dan-
ny), maneuvering to escape to 
a New York college, and pon-
dering losing her virginity to a 
rebel without a clue (Timothée 
Chalamet’s Kyle).

At 34, Gerwig has established 
herself as an important star of 
stage (“The Village Bike”) and 
screen (“Frances Ha,” “20th 
Century Women”), and here she 
breaks out as a writer-director to 
watch. The film’s unvarnished, 
unglamorized high school dra-
ma has the quirky humor one 
expects from Gerwig, as well as 
the sudden emotions inherent 
in a teenager’s process of dis-
covery (what disappointments 
guys can be, the indispens-
ability of a true friend) and 
self-discovery. Ultimately, it’s 
a mother-daughter love story, 
replete with the tribulations of 
painful individuation.

An outstanding cast doesn’t 
hurt. As the precocious and hor-
monally grumpy Lady Bird, the 
always excellent Ronan’s never 
been better, and she’s matched 
step by step by the ever-brilliant 
Metcalf, whose Marion can 
barely contain her anxious love 
but fearfully, pridefully tries. 
Gerwig’s bench is deep, and 
it’s always a pleasure when she 
calls up Beanie Feldstein (as 
Lady Bird’s loveable bestie), Ste-
phen McKinley Henderson (as a 
depressed priest) or Lois Smith 
(as a wise nun).

As per the “Merrily We Roll 
Along” song, “before you know 
where you are,/There you are.” 
The pacey “Lady Bird” (ruthlessly 
trimmed down from a 350-page 

screenplay to a 94-minute film) 
deposits Christine at the foot of 
adulthood with a mountain yet 
to climb and realizations of what, 
and who, matters most. By this 
wistful narrative end point, Chris-
tine’s new beginning, audiences 
will feel as attached as Marion, 

wishing we could stay with our 
promising girl but knowing she 
has to fly on her own.

Rated R for language, sexual 
content, brief graphic nudity 
and teen partying. One hour, 34 
minutes.

— Peter Canavese

M O V I E O P E N I N G S

COCO 1/2
Already the highest-grossing film in 
Mexican cinema history, Disney-Pixar’s 
“Coco” takes up Mexican cultural 
traditions within the Pixar tradition 
of working hard to get “it” right. This 
time, “it” is DÌa de Muertos, or the Day 
of the Dead, dramatized in the story 
of a boy in search of himself by way of 
an ancestor. In the fictional Mexican 
village of Santa Cecilia, 12-year-
old Miguel Rivera (a pitch-perfect 
Anthony Gonzalez) idolizes the town’s 
dearly departed claim-to-fame, singer-

songwriter-movie star Ernesto de la 
Cruz (Benjamin Bratt). Miguel wants 
nothing more than to become a singer 
like his hero, but the other Riveras 
despise music, having been burned 
by a once-upon-a-time absent father 
who chose music over family. They 
promise Miguel a life working for the 
family’s thriving shoemaking business, 
but in secret, Miguel keeps his eye 
on the prize of musical stardom. A 
bit of magical realism later, Miguel 
finds himself in the Land of the Dead, 
meeting ancestors and hunting for 
his idol. “Coco” will send audiences 
young and old out with a song in their 
recently warmed heart. Rated PG 
for thematic elements. One hour, 49 
minutes. — P.C.



18    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    December 1, 2017

H I G H L I G H T

COMMUNITY TREE-LIGHTING
The city of Mountain View’s annual celebration of the lighting of its 

community tree with music, a snow zone and the arrival of Santa. Bring 
canned food to donate to CSA and a camera to take photos with Santa.  

Dec. 4, 5:30 -7:30 p.m. Free. Civic Center Plaza, 500 Castro St.,  
Mountain View. mountainview.gov. tinyurl.com/MVtree1217

M O U N TA I N V I E W VOICE

THEATER 
Ballet America’s Nutcracker-2017 Hour-
and-a-half production includes a cast of 100 
local dancers alongside professional dancers. 
Ballet America’s Nutcracker Children features 
characters such as a gingerbread dog and a 
chocolate cat roaming around a childlike version 
of heaven. Dec. 1, 7 p.m.; Dec. 2, 1 p.m. and 4 
p.m. $24-$49. Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway St., 
Redwood City. foxrwc.showare.com
Nat Geo Live Presents: Hilaree O’Neill 
- Point of No Return Hilaree O’Neill tells 
stories of her mountaineering in Burma and the 
struggles of trying to summit Southeast Asia’s 
highest point, accompanied by excerpts from her 
documentary, “Point of No Return.” Dec. 6, 7 
p.m. Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway St., Redwood 
City. foxrwc.showare.com
Oshman Family JCC Presents “Bill 
Murray, Jan Vogler & Friends: New 
Worlds” Actor Bill Murray teams up with 
German cellist Jan Vogler for a one-night-
only evening of classical music and literature. 
Dec. 2, 8 p.m. $145-$250. Oshman Family 
JCC - Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 Fabian 
Way, Palo Alto. paloaltojcc.org/Events/bill-
murray-and-jan-vogler
TheatreWorks: ‘Around the World in 
80 Days’ “Around the World in 80 Days” is set 
in the 1870s: Fictional and fearless adventurer 
Phileas Fogg and his faithful valet circle the 
globe in an unheard of 80 days. Nov. 29-Dec. 
31, times vary. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. theatreworks.org
TheatreWorks: ‘The Santaland Diaries’ 
“The Santaland Diaries,” written by David 
Sedaris, is a comedic one-man show about 
holiday hype. Dec. 5-23, times vary. $20-$45; 
discounts for students and subscribers. Lohman 
Theatre, Foothill College, 12345 S. El Monte 
Road, Los Altos Hills. theatreworks.org

CONCERTS 
Azure Family Concert: Holiday 
Jazzmatazz! Holiday Jazzmatazz! features 
Bay Area jazz musicians and globe-trotting host 
pianist Stephen Prutsman in a concert at which 
people with autism (or related challenges) are 
welcome. Uncontrollable vocalizations or physical 
movements are often frowned upon at traditional 

concerts, but at the Azure Family Concert such 
behaviors are accepted and embraced. Family 
members and caregivers are welcome to attend. 
Dec. 9, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Free. Campbell Recital 
Hall at Braun Music Center, 541 Lasuen Mall, 
Stanford. brownpapertickets.com
Christmas in Poland and the Baltics 
Paul Flight leads 30-voice California Bach Society 
in a Christmas program: a Baroque three-chorus 
“Magnificat” from Poland, contemporary 
works from Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia, and 
traditional and folk carols. Dec. 2, 8-10 p.m. 
$35; discounts for advance, seniors, and under 
30. All Saints Episcopal Church, 555 Waverley 
St., Palo Alto. calbach.org/#christmas-in-poland
Holidays at the History Museum The San 
Mateo County History Museum will present two 
holiday activities: “Tree Treasures,” from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., will feature children’s craft activities, 
such as making old-fashioned Christmas tree 
ornaments, and at 1 p.m. the San Francisco 
State Handbell Choir will perform holiday tunes. 
Dec. 2, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. San Mateo County 
History Museum, 2200 Broadway, Redwood 
City. historysmc.org/events/tree-treasures
Palo Alto Philharmonic Scenes and 
Characters “Scenes and Characters” features 
piano soloist Tamami Honma. Dec. 9, 8-10 
p.m. $22, general; $18, senior; $10, student. 
Cubberley Theatre, 4000 Middlefield Road, Palo 
Alto. paphil.org
Rolston String Quartet Stanford Live Artist 
Spotlight The Rolston String Quartet features 
an evening of music and conversation with the 
quartet. Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. Free. Tateuchi Hall, 
Community School of Music and Arts, 230 San 
Antonio Circle, Mountain View. arts4all.org/
events/rolston-string-quartet
Techapella 2017 Concert The Fox Theatre’s 
fifth annual “Techapella” will feature a night of a 
cappella music performed by a cappella  groups 
from local tech companies. Dec. 4, 7:30-9:30 
p.m. Free. Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway St., 
Redwood City. eventbrite.com

TALKS & LECTURES 
Hidden in Plain Sight Marissa Schleicher 
Rhee, project archivist for exhibitions at the 
Hoover Institution Library & Archives, will 
share behind-the-scenes stories about objects 

on display in the Cantor Arts Center. Dec. 6, 
noon. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Dr., 
Stanford. events.stanford.edu 
Joe Simitian on “Trump’s America” 
The Menlo Park Library will host a talk by Santa 
Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian, who 
visited three counties that had historically voted 
for Democratic presidential candidates, to learn 
what made them “flip” in 2016. Dec. 7, 7-8:30 
p.m. Free, but registration required. Menlo Park 
City Council Chambers, 701 Laurel St., Menlo 
Park. menlopark.org

Khizr Khan: A Gold Star Father’s Story 
of Hope and Sacrifice The Commonwealth 
Club of Silicon Valley will host Khizr Khan for 
a moderated discussion and signing of his 
memoir “An American Family: A Memoir of 
Hope and Sacrifice.” Dec. 5, 7-8 p.m. Oshman 
Family JCC, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto. 
commonwealthclub.org 

MUSIC 
Azure Family Concert: Tesla Quartet 
The Tesla Quartet of the St. Lawrence String 
Quartet, and long time collaborator pianist 
Stephen Prutsman, will perform an Azure Family 
Concert, catered to families with children and 
young adults on the autism spectrum. The Azure 
Family concert embraces the movements and 
vocalizations of audience members that many 
other performances may not welcome. Dec. 2, 
11 a.m. Free, registration required Braun Music 
Center, 541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. slsq.com/
schedule/http/azureteslabptme
Bay Choral Guild and the Redwood 
Symphony present Paul Ayres’ 
‘Messyah!’ In a spirited “fresh take” on 
G.F. Handel’s “Messiah,” Paul Ayres re-writes 
the work in musical styles that have appeared 
since Handel wrote the original. The variations 
in jazz, gospel, mash-ups and improvisation 
are rooted in Handel’s familiar melodies. $35, 
general; $30, seniors; $10, students. First United 
Methodist Church, 625 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto. 
baychoralguild.org/
Early Music Singers: Music of the 
Reformation Stanford’s Department of Music 
will host the Early Music Singers’ Program’s 
performance of “Music of the Reformation,” 
directed by William Mahrt, will feature music by 
Ludwig Senfl, Johann Walter, Hans Leo Hassler, 
Michael Praetorius and Heinrich Schütz. Dec. 6, 
7:30-9 p.m. Free. Memorial Church, 450 Serra 
Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu 
Fowre Thousand Wynter Soli Deo Gloria 
presents “Fowre Thousand Wynter,” with 
narrator LaDoris Cordell in a U.S. premiere 
with soprano soloist, chorus and Orchestra 
Gloria. Also included is a Telemann cantata 
and a carol medley with audience singalong. 
Dec. 2, 3:30 p.m. $21-26; free, K-8 students. 
Grace Lutheran Church, 3149 Waverley St., 
Palo Alto. sdgloria.org 
Friends of Music Holiday Musicale An 
afternoon of holiday music featuring the Stanford 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Paul Phillips, 
and the Stanford Chamber Chorale, directed by 
Stephen Sano, along with student and faculty 
guests. Dec. 9, 2:30 p.m. Memorial Church, 450 
Serra Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu 
The Hot Sardines’ Holiday Stomp 
A dance concert featuring a yuletide blend 
of hot jazz, including swinging renditions 
of classics like “The Nutcracker Suite” and 
“White Christmas” and less traditional 
tunes like Ella Fitzgerald’s “Santa Claus Got 
Stuck in My Chimney,” performed by the Hot 
Sardines band. Dec. 9, 7:30-10 p.m. $15-$45. 
Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St, Stanford. 
facebook.com/events 
Mountain View High School Holiday 
Sing-Along Mountain View High School will 
host a holiday music singalong concert featuring 
the school’s instrumental music ensembles. 
Ticket includes songbook and refreshments 
during intermission.  Dec. 3 at 4 p.m. $5-$10; 
children’s discount. Mountain View High 
School, 3535 Truman Ave., Mountain View. 
mvsingalong.eventbrite.com/

Ragazzi Continuo Presents ‘Winter’s 
Warmth’ “Winter’s Warmth” is a holiday 
concert inspired by traditions born out of light 
and warmth. Ragazzi Continuo is an adult 
a cappella choir consisting of 13 choristers, 
all of whom sang in Ragazzi Boys Chorus in 
their younger years. Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m. $15-
$20, in advance; $15-$25, at the door. First 
Congregational Church, 1985 Louis Road, Palo 
Alto. ragazzicontinuo.org/tickets.php
The Red Violin in Concert with 
Stanford Live Canadian violinist Lara St. 
John, with the help of a live orchestra featuring 
members of the Stanford Philharmonia, will 
perform the score at a screening of “The Red 
Violin,” the 1999 Oscar-winning film about an 
antique instrument made in Cremona, Italy. Dec. 
8, 7:30-10 p.m. Stanford Memorial Auditorium,  
Stanford. facebook.com/events 
Rolston String Quartet Rolston String 
Quartet (Luri Lee, violin; Jeffrey Dyrda, violin; 
Hezekiah Leung, viola; and Jonathan Lo, cello) 
will  perform works by Beethoven, Tchaikovsky 
and Canadian composer and educator R. Murray 
Schafer. Dec. 3, 2:30 p.m. $15-$50; discounts for 
Stanford University affiliates. Bing Concert Hall, 
327 Lasuen St., Stanford. facebook.com/events 
Stanford Afro-Latin Jazz Ensemble: Fall 
Concert Stanford Afro-Latin Jazz Ensemble will 
present a blend of traditional and contemporary 
songs spanning the entire scope of the Afro-Latin 
genres, including classic and modern salsa, son 
montuno, Latin jazz, cha-cha, Cuban timba, 
danzon and rumba. Dec. 2, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
$10-$15, in advance. Campbell Recital Hall, 541 
Lausen Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu 
Stanford Symphony Orchestra The 
Stanford Symphony Orchestra under its new 
conductor, Paul Phillips, will perform Saariaho’s, 
“Ciel d’hiver” (“Winter Sky”), Debussy’s “La 
Mer,” Berlioz’s “Roman Carnival Overture” and 
Tchaikovsky’s “Rococo Variations,” performed by 
Concerto Competition winner Danna Xue. Dec. 1 
and 2, 7:30 p.m. $10-$20 in advance; $15-$25 
at the door. Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St, 
Stanford. music.stanford.edu 
Ukulele Master Hiram Bell The Menlo 
Park Library will present a performance of 
traditional Hawaiian music and more by ukulele 
master Hiram Kaailau Bell. Dec. 9, 11 a.m. to 
noon. Menlo Park City Council Chambers, 701 
Laurel St, Menlo Park. menlopark.org/ukulele

FESTIVALS & FAIRS 
Hometown Holidays - Redwood City 
The Redwood City Business Group will host its 
annual  Hometown Holidays party featuring a 
parade, live   entertainment, carnival rides, snow, 
Santa Claus photos and more. Dec. 2, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. Free. Courthouse Square, 2200 Broadway 
St, Redwood City. hometownholidays.org
Screening of the new film “Backpack 
Full of Cash” The Stanford Graduate 
School of Education and the Stanford Center 
for Opportunity Policy in Education present 
a screening of “Backpack Full of Cash,” 
which garnered honorable mention in the 
2016 Philadelphia Film Festival, followed by a 
discussion panel. Dec. 6, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Free, 
registration encouraged. Stanford University, 
450 Serra Mall, Stanford. ed.stanford.edu/
events/2017-12
Westworld Film Studies 119/319 
“Synthetic Humans” presents portions of the 
critically acclaimed series “Westworld” as 
part of the Frankenstein@200 Film Festival. 
Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m. Free and open to the 
public. Stanford University, 450 Serra Mall, 
Stanford. events.stanford.edu

FUNDRAISERS 
Christmas Tree Lot The Los Altos High 
School Christmas Tree lot at the corner of Castro 
Street and El Camino Real, in the Chase Bank 
parking lot, is open. All proceeds benefit sports 
teams at Los Altos High School. Nov. 24-Dec. 
17; 4:30-7:30 p.m. weekdays, and 9:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. most weekends. El Camino & Castro 
St., 749 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View. 

Fiery Arts Winter Glass Sale Palo Alto 
High School’s glass-blowing program presents 
“Fiery Arts,” its annual fundraiser. Students 
have created glass candy canes, reindeer, 
trees, ornaments, pomegranates, pears, 
apples, elephants, birds, acorns and even a few 
pumpkins for sale. Dec. 1, 3-6 p.m.; Dec. 2, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission. Tower Building, 50 
Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto. paly.net/events2

FAMILY 
Santa Photos at Stanford Shopping 
Center Stanford Shopping Center will host 
its annual Simon Santa Photo Experience 
for children and families this holiday season. 
Through Dec. 24, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Photo 
package costs vary. Stanford Shopping Center, 
660 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto.  
simon.com/mall/stanford-shopping-center/

MUSEUMS & EXHIBITS 
“I Want the Wide American Earth” 
speaker series: Immigration and Civil 
Rights The exhibition tells stories of Asian 
immigrants finding homes and participating 
in key moments in American history, from the 
California Gold Rush, to the Transcontinental 
Railroad to the orchards and nurseries in Los 
Altos. Speakers on Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. and Jan. 9 at 
6 p.m. Free. Los Altos History Museum, 51 S. San 
Antonio Road, Los Altos. losaltoshistory.org

GALLERIES 
Open Studios: Fall 2017 The Department 
of Art and Art History will sponsor an 
undergraduate student showcase from the Fall 
2017 Art Practice courses: drawing, painting, 
printmaking, digital art, sculpture, film and more 
as a part of their Open Studios series. Dec. 8, 3 
p.m. Free. McMurtry Building, 355 Roth Way, 
Stanford. events.stanford.edu 

DANCE 
FOUR: New Dances by Diane Frank, 
Aleta Hayes, Alex Ketley, and Ronnie 
Reddick The performance brings together 
the original works of TAPS’ four faculty artist-
choreographers in a concert of dance, live music, 
video art and found objects. Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 
8 p.m. $5-$15. Roble Gym Dance Studio, 375 
Santa Teresa St, Stanford. taps.stanford.edu/
FOUR.html
‘It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker’ Menlowe 
Ballet presents “It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker,” a 
production inspired by the 1940s Frank Capra 
film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” It’s set to the 
original Tchaikovsky score, with additional jazzy 
renditions from Duke Ellington. Friday-Saturday, 
Dec. 8-17, times vary. $28-$55; discounts 
for seniors and children. Menlo-Atherton 
Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield Road, 
Atherton. menloweballet.org
SMUIN Presents “The Christmas 
Ballet” Smuin’s annual “The Christmas Ballet” 
features an original array of ballet, tap and jazz 
performances set to holiday tunes. Dec. 6-10, 8 
p.m.; also 2 p.m. on Dec. 9 and 10. Mountain 
View Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro 
St., Mountain View. smuinballet.org/

FOOD & DRINK 
Deepa Thomas: Nourishing Our 
Communities and Ourselves Kepler’s 
literary foundation will host Deepa Thomas 
and Jenny Shilling Stein as they discuss the 
basics of nutrition, the importance of a healthy, 
balanced lifestyle, and what attendees can all 
do to nourish themselves and their communities. 
Dec. 4, 7:30-9 p.m. Free, but RSVPs requested. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. brownpapertickets.com
Fermentation 101 Workshop In this 
introductory fermentation class, hosted by food 
blogger and teacher Anne-Marie Bonneau, 
participants will learn to make kimchi, kombucha 
starters and sourdough bread with wild yeast. 
Dec. 9, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. $75. Mountain 
View location emailed upon registration. 
zerowastechef.com/register/ 
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Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-800-550-4822. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Cut the Cable!  
CALL DIRECTV. Bundle & Save! Over 145 
Channels PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/month 
for 2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) Call for 
Other Great Offers! 1-888-463-8308  
(Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW   
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper 
print copy each week? Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
nformation is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market? Gain 
an edge with California News Publishers 
Association new innovative website 
capublicnotice.com and check out the 
Smart Search Feature. For more informa-
tion call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network  
Satellite Television Services. Now Over 
190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! HBO-
FREE for one year, FREE Installation, 
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Internet 
for $14.95 a month. 1-800-373-6508 
(AAN CAN)

DISH Network.  
190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE 
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 
mos).Add High Speed Internet - $14.95 
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 25%! 
1-855-734-1673. (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release – the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

Holiday Art Show and Sale

Holiday Book Sale

HUGE BOOK SALE DEC 9 & 10

Immanuel Lutheran Craft Fair

SAN ANTONIO HOBBY SHOP

Soulforce Young Adults Retreat

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Massage for pain, senior care

133 Music Lessons
Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice.  
All ages and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

PlantTrees $0.10/ea ChangeLives!

Processing Donations

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Jeep 2003 Liberty  
2003 Jeep Liberty Sport In a great 
shape, 150k miles, four wheel drive, 
automatic, V6 Cylinder. $1500.  
Call: 6692285756

202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED!  
Old Porsche 356/911/912 for restora-
tion by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! PLEASE LEAVE 
MESSAGE 1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Mountain View High School Wear

Vintage Mountain View Mugs

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Christmas Dish Set - $75.00

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

New 2017-18 Free Events Calendar - $00.

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 1-844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
Got Knee Pain?   
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace -little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1- 800-796-5091 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN  
Anytime. Anywhere! No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!  
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. 
Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included. Call  
1-800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
DATA ANALYST  
Data Analyst/Scientist: CK-12 
Foundation, Inc. has an opening in 
Palo Alto, CA. BI Data Analyst/Scientist: 
extract & analyze + devise methods. 
Submit resume (principals only) to:  
devjobs@ck12.org & include recruitment 
source + job title in subject line. EOE

Full-Stack Engineers  
Seeking full-stack engineers w/ MS in 
COMPSCI to design front-end, mock 
up, review with users, design architec-
ture for web delivery using JavaScript 
AngularJS. Back end infrastructure, serv-
er-side code, middleware using Python, 
QA and deployment to production 
environments. We will consider any suit-
able combination of education, training, 
and/or exp. Send resume to SmartOrg 
Inc. 855 Oak Grove Ave, Suite 202 Menlo 
Park, CA 94025

TECHNOLOGY  
HP Inc. is accepting resumes for the 
position of Software Designer in Palo 
Alto, CA (Ref. #HPIPAAAHC1). Analyzes, 
designs, programs, debugs, and modi-
fies software enhancements and/or new 
products used in local, networked, or 
Internet-related computer programs, 
primarily for end users. Mail resume to 
HP Inc., c/o Andrew Bergoine, 11403 
Compaq Center Drive W, MS M31290, 
Houston, TX 77070. Resume must 
include Ref. #, full name, email address 
& mailing address. No phone calls. Must 
be legally authorized to work in U.S. 
without sponsorship. EOE.

Business
Services

624 Financial
Denied Credit??  
Work to Repair Your Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report 
summary & credit repair consultation. 
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm. 
(AAN CAN)

Do you owe over $10,000   
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796. (Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$  
for business purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed 
Company www.viploan.com Call 
818 248-0000 Broker-principal BRE 
01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

Social Security Disability?  
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in 
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill 
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904. 
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM 
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

Stop OVERPAYING   
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-397-6808 Promo Code 
CDC201725. (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

715 Cleaning 
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

754 Gutter Cleaning
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts  
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp. 
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas 
Maintenance, 408-595-2759 
jimthomasmaintenance.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam 
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex,  
650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 41 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

Real
Estate

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Menlo Park 1 BR -Nr Dwnt  
1 apt. furn /1 unfurn. Near dwnt. $2000/
mo 650-322-2814

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS RANCH   
$215 MONTH - Quiet secluded 42 acre 
off grid ranch set amid scenic moun-
tains and valleys at clear 6,500’. Borders 
hundreds of acres of BLM lands. Near 
historic pioneer town and large fishing 
lake. No urban noise & dark sky nights 
amid pure air and AZ’s best year round 
climate. Evergreen trees/meadow 
blends with sweeping views across 
uninhabited wilderness landscapes. 
Self-sufficiency quality loam garden soil, 
abundant groundwater and free well 
access. Maintained road to property. 
Camping & RV’s ok. $25,900, $2,590 
down. Free brochure with additional 
property descriptions, maps photos, 
weather chart & area info. 1st United 
Realty 800.966.6690. (CalSCAN)

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-199

  FOR SALE 
200-299

  KIDS STUFF 
330-399

  MIND & BODY 
400-499
JOBS 
500-599 
BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699
HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 
 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
800-899
PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 
995-997

The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
SILICON VALLEY COURSE OFFICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN635725  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Silicon Valley Course Office, located at 
305 South Drive, Ste. #3, Mountain View, 
CA 94040, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: An 
Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
MICHAEL YANKAUS 
305 South Drive, Ste. #3 
Mountain View, CA 94040  
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 01/14/2014. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on November 6, 2017. 
(MVV Nov. 10, 17, 24; Dec. 1, 2017)

Public 

Notices

The Mountain View Voice 

publishes every Friday.  

The Deadline to advertise in the 

Voice Public Notices is: 5 p.m. 

the previous Friday 

Call Alicia Santillan at 

(650) 223-6578 

for more information

To place a Classified ad in
The Almanac, The Palo Alto Weekly  

or The Mountain View Voice  
call 326-8216  

or visit us at fogster.com
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Tori Ann Atwell
Broker Associate  
(650) 996-0123
www.ToriSellsRealEstate.com
CalBRE #00927794

Independently  
Rated Highest  
in Quality

T ORI ANN
A T W E L L

A one-of-a-kind home loaded with special features and offering Cupertino Schools! 

Over 2,200 square foot home on a nearly 8,000 square foot lot, strolling distance 
from West Valley Elementary, Cupertino Middle and Homestead High Schools! 

4 good size bedrooms, 3 full size bathrooms, impressive formal entry with display 
niche, both a large formal living room and a large separate family room, each with 
a focal-point fireplace and vaulted ceiling, centrally located kitchen designed for 
fully enjoying the art of cooking, full size laundry room, formal dining area,  large 
two-car attached garage with rear work shop area, storage galore, French doors, 
skylights, central vacuum system, Nest system, built-in speakers, hardwood floors, 
and much, much more!

1506 South Bernardo Avenue

Coming Soon in Sunnyvale!

Asking $1,788,000

• Interactive maps
• Homes for sale
• Open house dates and times
• Virtual tours and photos
• Prior sales info
• Neighborhood guides
• Area real estate links 
• and so much more.

Our comprehensive online 
guide to the Midpeninsula 
real estate market has all 
the resources a home buyer, 
agent or local resident could 
ever want and it’s all in one 
easy-to-use, local site!

Explore area real estate through your favorite local website:
TheAlmanacOnline.com 

MountainViewOnline.com 
PaloAltoOnline.com 

And click on “real estate” in the navigation bar.

PaloAltoOnline.comTheAlmanacOnline.com

Agents: 
You’ll want to explore our unique online advertising opportunities.  

MountainViewOnline.com

We cover Midpeninsula  
real estate like nobody else.

 
destination that lets you  
fully explore: 

YOUR SUCCE S S  I S  OUR BUS INE S S !

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL BROKERS
ALICIA NUZZO
(650) 504-2394
alicia@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 01127187

ALICE NUZZO
(650) 504-0880
alice@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 00458678

WE MEASURE QUALITY BY RESULTS
Is Quality Important to You? 

496 First St. Suite 200
Los Altos 94022

Yvonne Heyl
Direct (650) 947-4694
Cell (650) 302-4055
yheyl@interorealestate.com
BRE# 01255661

Jeff Gonzalez
Direct (650) 947-4698
Cell (408) 888-7748
jgonzalez@interorealestate.com
BRE# 00978793
YvonneandJeff@InteroRealEstate.com
www.yvonneandjeff.com

Power of Two!
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www.3239Waverley.com
Offered at $3,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

Charm, Luxury, and Stunning Gardens
Lush gardens with inviting porches frame this luxurious 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath residence of just over 3,000 sq. ft. (per county). 
Masterful craftsmanship enhances the interior, where features like vaulted ceilings, indoor/outdoor surround sound, and high-end 

3239 Waverley Street, Palo Alto

OPEN HOUSE Jazz, Lattes,
& Gourmet Snacks

Saturday & Sunday
1:00-5:00



22    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    December 1, 2017

WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM/ONEPERCENT

HERE
FOR 
GOOD.

Animal Assisted Happiness (AAH) enriches the lives of children and their families 

provide barnyard friends to bring moments of happiness and smiles into their day. Our 
vision is a “Million Smiles.”

Our programs include:  AAH Mobile Barnyard Visits to 80 schools/hospitals/programs 

and a robust Youth Volunteer program for 6th -12th graders to build empathy and 

Assisted Happiness please visit www.animalassistedhappiness.org. 

Inspiring a Million Smiles !

1% for Good provides grants to local organizations that are active in improving our  
communities. Sereno Group Los Altos will be supporting Animal Assisted Happiness  
from October to December 2017.
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EXPERIENCE A TROYER TRANSFORMATIONTM

TROYER
GROUP

THE

Your home is where our heart is

THE STORY:
We always say, the way we live in a home and the way we present it for 
sale are very different. We revitalized the kitchen with new countertops, 
backsplash, floor, ceiling, and appliances (the cabinetry just needed 
paint), and the rest of the house received a neutral color palette and new 
flooring so buyers could see themselves living in this lovely environment.

THE OUTCOME:
It sold in 6 days for 18.9% over the asking price!

To see more Troyer Transformation™ Before & After photos, visit davidtroyer.com

AFTERBEFORE

AFTERBEFORE

AFTERBEFORE

AFTERBEFORE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

DAVID TROYER  License# 01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM
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Burlingame | 5/5  | $3,495,000 
5 bedroom 4.5 bathroom home offers grace! Grand chef’s kitchen & incl. 
a vegetable garden.

Homa Modarresi 650.941.7040
CalRE #01351305

Green Acres | 4/3  | $2,495,000 | Sat/Sun 1 - 4 4276 Los Palos Ave 
Hardwood floors, spacious master suite, ideal floor plan, all ready to 
move in. Culdesac.

Terri Couture 650.941.7040
CalRE #01090940

Sunnyvale | 3/2  | $1,895,000 | Sat/Sun 1 - 4 928 MacKenzie Drive 
Atrium Eichler Home with Beautiful Backyard! Cupertino grade schools & 
Homestead High.

Terri Couture 650.941.7040
CalRE #00951976

Menlo Park | 3/2  | $1,750,000 | Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30 117 Hedge Road 
The perfect home for the holidays. Gleaming hardwood floors. Menlo 
Park School District.

Kathy Nicosia & Colleen Cooley 650.325.6161
CalRE #01219308 | 01269455

Pebble Beach | 4/4  | $1,698,000 
This home has been extensively remodeled! 4Bed/4BA Near to golf 
courses and hiking trails

Saundra Leonard 650.941.7040
CalRE #00877856

San Jose | 4/2  | $688,000 | Sat/Sun 1 - 4 1831 Queen Elizabeth Way 
Single level, end unit, nicely remodeled in 2014, A/C, 
double pane windows, copper pipe.

Michelle Chang 650.325.6161
CalRE #01412547

Sunnyvale | 4/2  | $299,900 
Santa Clara Unified School District! New kitchen!

Michael Mccarthy 650.941.7040
CalRE #1916881

COLDWELL BANKER

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the 
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  CalRE# #01908304

      Californiahome.me       cbcalifornia      cb_california       cbcalifornia       coldwellbanker

This is where silly moments, crazy laughter and unforgettable memories can be found.

This is where awesomeness happens. 

Coldwell Banker. Where home begins.

THIS IS HOME

#H I A


