
By Mark Noack

A
fter years of analysis, an 
ambitious plan to trans-
form the tech develop-

ment in North Bayshore by add-
ing a dense, dynamic residential 
neighborhood received its final 
round of approvals from the City 
Council on Tuesday night. 

The strategy known as the 
North Bayshore Precise Plan 
calls for a spate of rapid and 
intense housing development 
that is ultimately expected to 
bring 9,850 new apartments to 
the doorstep of the city’s tech 
behemoth, Google. The plan 
lays out a vision for a new urban 
community where corporate tech 
workers could live, work, dine 
and shop — possibly all within 
the same building. 

For many, the plan has rami-
fications beyond one Mountain 
View neighborhood. It signi-
fied a dramatic shift away from 
the Bay Area’s diffuse office 
parks and suburban communi-
ties. Council members, city staff 
and public speakers each under-
scored the North Bayshore plans 
as a new paradigm for urban 
development. 

“This is a cutting-edge plan 
that sets a new standard, not just 
for the Bay Area, but for much of 
the country,” said Councilman 
Lenny Siegel, upon approving 
the plan. “We’re not just building 
housing, we’re building a new 
kind of community for our area.” 

Those high stakes for the pre-
cise plan were on full display on 
Dec. 12 during the City Council’s 
final discussion of the precise 
plan, which stretched out over 
five hours, before ending in a 
unanimous vote of approval. 
Housing advocates, business 
leaders and corporate executives 
made one final push to urge city 
leaders to give their approval. 

“We believe Mountain View 
will be making a material impact 
on the imbalance between hous-
ing and jobs,” said Mark Golan, 
Google vice president of real 
estate. “We’re proud to call 
Mountain View our home, and 
we look forward to working with 
the city and other stakeholders.” 

More than any other entity, 
Google will be a crucial partner 
in bringing the city’s precise plan 
to fruition. About three years 
ago, the company came around 
to the idea of creating thousands 
of homes near its headquarters. 
That support was motivated by 
the company’s own needs — 
traffic and housing availability 
had become major problems for 
Google’s growing workforce. In 
addition, Mountain View city 
officials made the company’s 
aggressive plans for 3.6 million 
square feet of new office devel-
opment contingent on limiting 
nearby vehicle traffic.   

Politically, Mountain View’s 
leadership also went through a 
similar change of mindset. In 
2014, almost three years ago to 
the day, the City Council signed 
off on a vastly different North 
Bay Precise Plan that emphasized 
office growth and transportation 
improvements. The total lack 
of housing in that plan spurred 
fierce community opposition, 
and it ultimately became the 
dominant political issue in the 
city’s elections that year. Pat 
Showalter, Ken Rosenberg and 
Siegel were all elected to the City 
Council on the promise they 
would immediately bring the 
office-only plan for North Bay-
shore back to the drawing board. 

Following that election, city 
officials convened a total of 24 
public meetings to study how 
aggressive housing development 

By Kevin Forestieri

T
he Los Altos School Dis-
trict is reviving efforts 
to acquire land for a new 

school site near the San Antonio 
Shopping Center, despite the 
property owners’ unwillingness 
to sell and their vow to fight any 
attempts at eminent domain.

At the Dec. 11 school board 

meeting, the district’s 10th 
Site Committee recommended 
buying the sites of the former 
Safeway and Old Mill office 
building on California Street 
across from the San Antonio 
Shopping Center. Committee 
members called the 8.6-acre site 
of valuable real estate the ideal 
location for a school site. 

The recommendations come 

after a years-long real estate 
search for the most suitable 
place to site a new school within 
the San Antonio Shopping Cen-
ter area.

But the recommendation, 
which largely won the favor of 
the school board and the praise 
of community members, was 
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Sophie Hitchon, an Olympic bronze medalist, watches her throw sail through the air at the hammer 
throw practice site on Moffett Field.

VIEWPOINT 14  |  GOINGS ON 20  |  MARKETPLACE 21  |  REAL ESTATE 23INSIDE

LASD seeks to buy Old Mill site for new school
PROPERTY OWNERS WANT TO BUILD RETAIL AND HOUSING,  

BUT SCHOOL DISTRICT COULD USE EMINENT DOMAIN

Ambitious North Bayshore 
plan wins council approval

GUIDELINES FOR ADDING 9,850 HOMES NEAR  
GOOGLE GET UNANIMOUS SUPPORT

By Mark Noack

B
etween preserving Han-
gar One, the massive 
Ames Arc Jet Complex or 

a fleet of vintage aircraft, Mof-
fett Field has myriad landmarks 
deserving some protection.

Tore Gustafsson, a Swede with 
a striking handlebar mustache, 
is spearheading a very different 
kind of preservation campaign. 
He and his colleagues are rally-
ing to save what looks like a dirt 
lot, distinguished only by its 
many potholes. In fact, the site 

is located right on a toxic plume 
of industrial pollutants left from 
the area’s past semiconductor 
factories. 

A three-time Olympic ath-
lete, Gustafsson agrees that 

Loss of hammer throw range  
would leave a big hole

RARE TRAINING SITE DRAWS OLYMPIC ATHLETES TO EMPTY CORNER OF MOFFETT FIELD

 See NORTH BAYSHORE, page 9 See LASD, page 6

 See HAMMER THROW, page 11
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LOS ALTOS HILLS    $7,395,000

26052 W Fremont Road  |  5bd/4.5ba
Ryan Gowdy  |  408.309.8660

LOS ALTOS    $3,498,000

1486 Country Club Drive  |  3+bd/2ba
Angela Galato  |  650.704.8168

SUNNYVALE    $1,788,000

1506 S Bernardo Avenue  |  4bd/3ba
Tori Atwell  |  650.996.0123

SARATOGA    $4,800,000

14941 Vickery Avenue  |  5bd/3.5ba
Cindi Kodweis |  650.279.6333

CUPERTINO    $2,198,000

21912 Lindy Lane  |  5bd/3ba
Ryan Gowdy  |  408.309.8660

SAN JOSE    $1,395,000

699 S Genevieve Lane  |  bd/ba
Tim Anderson  |  650.209.1590

SARATOGA    $3,800,000

20326 Pierce Road  |  5bd/3ba
Stefan Walker  |  650.209.1516

SUNNYVALE    $1,899,000

805 Piper Avenue  |  4bd/2ba
Lynn North  |  650.209.1562

SAN JOSE    $1,100,000

5848 Blossom Avenue  |  4bd/2ba
Dottie Monroe  |  650.208.2500

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Los Altos 650.941.1111
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Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Anna Krause.

“It’s selling off the national 

heritage. What are they going to 

sell off next?”

Paul Berry, Mountain View

“It doesn’t seem like it’s a very 

good idea because of the lack of 

control without government.”

David Beatty, Los Altos

“It needs to be for the public. In 

general, public access is most 

important.”

Ginny Babbitt, Mountain View

“The privatization of park land 

is a symptom of capitalism’s 

incentive to commoditize every 

life object to be exploited by the 

wealthy and privileged ruling 

class.”

John Chapman, Mountain View

H ti f V i A

 “It should not happen ... it’s 

another grab by corporate 

America. It belongs to the 

public.”

Phillip Hearin, Mountain View

“What is your opinion of the 

privatization of National Park land?”

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

A $250 Value!
Sleep Apnea
Consultation

Free

Do you or 
someone  
you know 
snore or 
have trouble 
sleeping?

SmilesDental.com | 650.665.5001

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View ( Corner of El Camino & Calderon )

Visit Smiles Dental’s Sleep Apnea 
 Dr. Chris Chui For A  

Complimentary Consultation. 
Second opinions welcome. Call for details.

Water System Flushing
The City of Mountain View is preparing 
to begin its annual water system flushing 
program.  System flushing is a process 
the City uses to maintain water quality by 
clearing water mains of sand and sediment 
that may have accumulated during the last 
year.  The City’s flushing program accounts 
for less than 1% of the overall water system 
use.  

northern City limit.  The City will post notices 

information about the City’s water system 

City personnel are in your neighborhood 
 

(650) 903-6329.

City of Mountain View

Donate online at
www.siliconvalleycf.org/ 

mvv-holiday-fund

Mountain View Voice

2017

Support your 
community
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TOWN HOUSE FIRE
A fire caused significant damage to a two-story town house on 

Forest Glen Street on Sunday morning, Dec. 10, according to the 
Mountain View Fire Department.

The fire started behind the clothes dryer and was spreading to 
the walls when firefighters arrived just before 8 a.m. Though the 
fire was quickly extinguished, firefighters discovered it had spread 
to interior walls, fire officials said in a press release. The cause is 
under investigation.

The damage to the town house is significant enough that the 
residents will have to relocate until repairs can be completed. The 
fire department is working with the residents to help them find 
temporary housing, according to fire department spokeswoman 
Laura Gentry.

No injuries were reported, and none of the adjacent town houses 
was affected, Gentry said in the press release. 

—Andrea Gemmet

PEEPING TOM ARREST
A 26-year-old Mountain View man was arrested last week after 

he was suspected of peeping into homes in a North Whisman 
condominium complex.

Multiple residents in the area called police to report that a man 
was peeping and prowling in the area, located on the 100 block of 
Flynn Avenue, on Friday, Dec. 8, at around 11 p.m., according to 
police spokeswoman Katie Nelson.

Officers found the suspect just down the street from the complex, 
and one of the residents was able to identify him as the man who 
was looking into the homes, Nelson said. The man was arrested for 
peeping while prowling and booked into Santa  Clara County jail.

 The same man had previously been arrested by Mountain View 
Police for a similar crime in August, when he was allegedly caught 
looking into windows at the Country Inn on Leong Drive.

MIDDLE SCHOOL EVACUATED OVER GAS ODOR
Students at Crittenden Middle School were briefly evacuated on 

Friday, Dec. 8, after reports of a smell of gas in the area caused by 
a controlled release by PG&E that the company failed to report to 
the school.

School officials sent out an email reporting that students were 
evacuated, at the direction of the Mountain View Fire Department, 
after people reported smelling gas on the campus. Only after the 
evacuation did the school learn that the source was a planned gas 
release conducted by PG&E on a nearby property, according to 
Principal Angela Dillman.

“We were not informed of the planned gas release, and proceeded 
as if it was an emergency,” Dillman said in the email to parents. 
“A few minutes later, the MVFD cleared the school for students to 
return.”

A PG&E spokeswoman told the Voice that PG&E crews 
performed maintenance at a gas facility at Sierra Vista Avenue 
and Rock Street to “enhance the safety and reliability,” which 

C R I M E B R I E F S

AUTO BURGLARY
800 block Washington St., 12/7
500 block E. Middlefield Rd., 12/7
600 block San Antonio Rd., 12/8
2500 block W. El Camino Real, 12/11
100 block S. Whisman Rd., 12/11

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
2200 block Old Middlefield Way, 12/7

GRAND THEFT
2700 block Coast Av., 12/7

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
1600 block Todd St., 12/7
200 block Houghton St., 12/9
200 block Miro Av., 12/10

STOLEN VEHICLE
300 block Showers Dr., 12/11
2500 block California St., 12/11

VANDALISM
700 block Continental Cir., 12/7
100 block E. El Camino Real, 12/10

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by 
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

  

 Healthy Teeth and Gums 
  That Last a Lifetime!

Don’t Wait!  
Call 650.969.6077  
for your appointment today! 2014

•  Experienced and Gentle 
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

•  New Patients Welcome!

• Free Consultations and 
Second Opinions

• Saturday Appointments 
Available

Conveniently located  
in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B  
Mountain View 94041 
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

Voted Best  
Dentist
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650.969.6077
dentalfabulous.com
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Assistant Editor
The Mountain View Voice is looking for a talented writer/editor 
to serve as assistant editor for the print and digital versions of 
the Voice and The Almanac in Menlo Park.

Our ideal candidate will bring experience as a journalist and 
with social media, as this position will work with the editors of 
each publication to guide and edit the work of reporters and 
post news to our websites and other digital platforms, including 
Facebook and Twitter.

You will be joining an innovative media company that put 
the first complete U.S. newspaper online more than 20 years 
ago and regularly wins awards for its news and opinion, and 
continues to grow and invest in local journalism. We are a 
team-oriented group that values feedback and collaboration 
and holds ourselves to high standards.

The job is full-time with benefits in our Palo Alto office, located 
just two blocks from the California Ave. train station and co-
located with the Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online.

You should have a degree in journalism, communication, digital 
media or related field and work experience with reporting and 
editing. Strong preference for applicants very familiar with the 
San Francisco Peninsula.

Apply with a cover letter to agemmet@mv-voice.com along 
with a resume and two samples of your writing.  
Position open until filled. 

We’re looking for talented,  
highly motivated and dynamic people

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

AlmanacNews.comO N L I N E

O N L I N E

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS

Visit:
MV-Voice.com/user/

subscribe/

#PressOn

Support local 
journalism with 
a print or online 

subscription  
starting at only  

$5 /month

 See CRIME BRIEFS, page 10
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By Kevin Forestieri

S
anta Clara County is search-
ing for new ways open up 
more temporary shelters, 

safe parking programs and other 
short-term means of housing just 
some of the thousands of county 
homeless residents, citing a slow 
start to the effort and setbacks 
in both San Jose and Mountain 
View over the last 10 months.
 At the Dec. 5 Board of Supervi-
sors meeting, the county’s Office 
of Supportive Housing laid out its 
multifaceted approach intended 
to add 500 new emergency shel-
ter beds and housing opportuni-
ties for the homeless over the 
next 36 months, including small 
grants and “specialized” pro-
grams aimed at helping people 
living out of cars and RVs on the 
streets of Mountain View and 
Palo Alto.
 Reports released earlier this 
year found that there are 7,400 
homeless people in Santa Clara 
County on any given night, 
many of whom are considered 
“unsheltered” because of a lack 
of emergency beds throughout 
the county. Although the passage 
of a $950 million housing bond 
last year will bring thousands of 
permanent supportive housing 
units to the county, the county 
has made it a priority to bring 
immediate emergency housing 
through temporary shelters, RV 
parks and even “tiny home” 
villages, said Ky Le, the direc-
tor of the Office for Supportive 
Housing.
 “At our maximum we can 
only accommodate about 2,600 
of those (homeless),” Le said at 

the Dec. 5 meeting. “We have 
outlined other methods, other 
approaches that I think can add 
to and contribute to the needs 
of homeless persons on a daily 
basis.”
 Among the new ideas, the 
Office of Supportive Housing is 
looking into $20,000 grants for 
organizations such as church 
groups to establish small-scale 
shelter and safe parking pro-
grams suitable for at least five 
people each night. The county is 
also exploring the idea of fund-
ing “specialized” RV programs 
that could pay for spaces in exist-
ing RV parks, temporary motel 
stays and even buying RVs from 
homeless residents and disposing 
of them — all with a goal of get-
ting RVs off of city streets.
 Homeless residents living in 
RVs has been a growing problem 
in Mountain View and Palo Alto, 
representing a nuisance to neigh-
borhoods and businesses and a 
public safety problem because 
of leaking vehicle fluids and bio-
logical waste disposal, according 
to a county staff report. Com-
plicating the problem is that 
homeless residents living in RVs 
are often reluctant to part ways 
with their vehicles even when 
presented with a housing oppor-
tunity, out of fear that they won’t 
have a place to sleep in future 
emergencies.
 County officials plan to work 
with RV park owners who would 
be willing to expand to make 
room for vehicle dwellers, though 
they wouldn’t gain any special 
exemptions from existing legal 

MICHELLE LE

Medical Assistant Febe Jimenez-Morales checks the vital signs of a client at the MayView Clinic on 
Dec. 11. MayView provides low-cost health care and is one of the recipients of donations to the Voice’s 
annual Holiday Fund.

County’s goal for shelter 
beds runs into difficulty

By Mark Noack

T
he South Bay’s social 
safety net is still intact 
— but it’s showing signs 

of fraying. 
 This is clear once you walk 
in the door at any of the clinics 
operated by MayView, the only 
low-income healthcare pro-
vider in the North County. The 
nonprofit’s Mountain View 
clinic — by far its largest — 
typically has a waiting room 
packed with people hoping 
to see a physician. Anyone 
in need of an appointment is 
quickly warned that its doc-
tors are booked solid through 
February. 

 It’s been a rough year, admit-
ted Ashley Peil, the clinic’s 
finance director. For now, 
MayView has its largest staff 
and budget, yet its mission to 
provide health care regardless 
of payment is looking like an 
uphill battle. 
 “We don’t want to compro-
mise anyone’s care — nobody 
here is ever going to tell some-
one you won’t get care if you 
can’t pay,” she said. “But we 
have to get MayView to a point 

of stability, just in case.”
 Peil, who joined MayView 10 
months ago, has become the 
nonprofit’s in-house expert 
in the myriad proposals to 
change federal health care 
programs. In recent months, 
it seems like another plan 
emerges every week on how to 
defund or replace the Afford-
able Care Act. Her latest worry 
is proposed cuts to Medicaid 
through either a block grant or 
per capita cap funding mod-
el. Many of these proposals 
would have the same impact 
— they would leave MayView 
and other nonprofit clinics 

By Kevin Forestieri

K
eith Moody, the director 
of Mountain View-Los 
Adult High School Dis-

trict’s adult education program, 
is retiring this week after serv-
ing more than 15 years as an 
administrator for local schools. 
Moody led the adult school dur-
ing a period of big changes aimed 
at turning local adult schools 
and community colleges into a 
strong network of career training 
programs.

 Moody joined 
the district in 
2002, quickly 
jumping from 
assistant prin-
cipal at Moun-
tain View High 
to principal 
in 2005. He 
shifted gears in 
2013, taking over as the director 
of the district’s Adult Education 
program, which he said was 
uncharted waters for him.
 “I had little experience with 

adult education, so it was a 
big learning curve for me,” he 
recalled.
 It may not look like it from 
the outside, but the adult school 
on Moffett Boulevard has been 
a major engine for jobs training 
in northern Santa Clara County, 
with nearly 8,000 people coming 
in each year to pick up valuable job 
skills, finish up high school diplo-
mas or GEDs, and acclimatize to 
the country through its English 
as a Second Language (ESL) pro-
gram. The school has students 

ranging from ages 18 to 80.
 The clinical nursing assistant 
and medical assistant programs 
offered at the school are popular 
and packed to the brim each 
year with a six-month waiting 
list, Moody said, and students 
enrolled in the program success-
fully fan out to 30 clinical sites 
throughout the region for intern-
ship opportunities.
 Although it took some time 
learning the ropes, Moody said 
he was lucky to oversee an adult 
school that didn’t get slammed 

by the 2008 recession — the 
effects of which could still be 
felt when he joined as director 
in 2013. Although other school 
districts chose to siphon money 
from adult education programs, 
he said the school board chose 
to maintain the funding and 
even supplemented the budget 
through 2012. The same year 
he became director, Gov. Jerry 
Brown and lawmakers agreed 
to provide dedicated funding 

MayView struggles amid rising costs
INFLUX OF LOW-INCOME PATIENTS THREATENS STABILITY OF MEDICAL CLINIC

Retiring adult ed director guided MVLA through big changes
KEITH MOODY FOCUSED DISTRICT’S PROGRAMS ON CAREER TRAINING, COMMUNITY COLLEGE TRANSFERS

 See MAYVIEW, page 9

 See ADULT ED, page 10

 See HOMELESS HOUSING, page 9
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Keith Moody
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clouded by challenges to come. 
Lawyers at the board meet-
ing representing the property 
owners of the three parcels that 
make up the potential school 
site made clear that the own-
ers are not willing to sell to 
the school district, and would 
likely challenge attempts to 
take the property using eminent 
domain. Even if the school dis-
trict wins, they warned, it won’t 
be a quick process.

The 10th Site Committee has 
been searching for a suitable 
place for a new school since 
2012, slowly winnowing down 
the options in closed-door 
meetings before presenting 
four options Monday night. 
The combined Old Mill Office 
Center and Safeway site was 
seen as the best choice, given 
its close proximity to resi-
dential neighborhoods in the 
area and easy access from San 
Antonio and Pacchetti Way. It 
is near a busy thoroughfare — 
San Antonio Road — which 
could cause traffic and safety 
problems, but the site makes 
up for it because of its supe-
rior location, according to the 
committee.

 Other options include the 
CVS Pharmacy and Sprouts 
parcels to the southwest, the 
Kohl’s and neighboring busi-
nesses owned by Federal Realty 
within the shopping center 
itself, and the Target along 
Showers Drive.

Board president Vladimir 
Ivanovic said he agreed that 
the Old Mill site was the best 
option, and that the district 
ought to drop consideration of 
the other three options because 
they would kill commercial 
activity that benefits the city 
at a time when the Mountain 
View City Council is willing to 
provide the school district with 
up to $23 million in funding to 
pay for park land adjacent to a 
school site.

“They generate significant 
sales tax revenue for the city of 
Mountain View, and it would be 
unseemly for us to accept their 
money while taking a revenue 
stream from them,” he said.

The recommended land has 
been on the district’s radar for 
years. In 2015, the school board 
entered into real estate negotia-
tions with the property owners 
of the Old Mill site. The effort 
fell apart, however, when it was 
clear the property owners were 
interested in a ground lease only 
and were unwilling to sell the 
land. Around the same time, the 
property owners entered into an 
agreement with the developer 
Greystar, which has submitted 
plans to the city to build 641 

homes and 21,400 square feet 
of commercial space on the 
property.

Norman Matteoni, represent-
ing the property owners, told 
school board members that 
they are “destined” to litigation, 
given the position of the own-
ers. The property owners see 
their long-term, 95-year lease 
agreement with Greystar as a 
reliable source of income for 
their families for generations to 
come, he said, and they do not 
believe the school district can 
pay them as much as the private 
market could.

If the district decides to 
move forward with eminent 
domain in order to take the 
property, Matteoni said it will 
face a lengthy process, and that 
the owners intend to resist that 
process.

“You as a public agency have a 
right to invoke eminent domain, 
and the property owners have 
their defense. It’s not an easy 
road,” he said.

Ivanovic said he was hopeful 
for a resolution, but that the 
property owners’ decision on 
whether to fight the district is 
entirely their choice and did not 
weigh on the decision to choose 
the site.

“Litigation is entirely within 
your (property) owners’ hands, 
and if you start it that’s fine,” he 
said. “I’m hopeful that we can 
talk to your owners and achieve 
some sort of agreement here.”

Mountain View City Council 
member Lenny Siegel said he 
did not oppose the district’s use 
of eminent domain, and that he 
supports the move if it’s neces-
sary to build a school north of 
El Camino Real. 

“I’m not really comfortable 
with property owners who stand 
in the way of schools being built 
that are needed,” he said.

During the Oct. 2 City Coun-
cil meeting, a lawyer represent-
ing the Kalcic and Marazzo 
families who own the three 
parcels where the Old Mill, Safe-
way and adjacent office building 
along San Antonio Road are 
located, warned council mem-
bers that eminent domain would 
be a costly endeavor. He asserted 
that the school district would be 
on the hook for Greystar’s work 
on its mixed-use development, 
which would be scrapped if the 
district acquires the land.

The lawyer, Barton Hecht-
man, told council members at 
the meeting that the property is 
“uniquely valuable” with a total 
valuation that will exceed $400 
million, and that it would be 
far more cost-effective for the 
school district to pursue other 
sites in the area.

Siegel said it’s been clear from 
the outset that the property is 
an ideal location for a school, 
and it should be a surprise to 

no one that the Los Altos School 
District announced its intent to 
purchase the property Monday 
night. It also means that Grey-
star and the property owners 
knew full well that it was spend-
ing money to plan for a project 
with an ancertain future.

“We have made clear since 
the Greystar development was 
a twinkle in their eye that it’s 
a potential site for a school,” 
Siegel said.

Deal would increase 
office development

The school district plans to 
pay for the land purchase, which 
could end up costing between 
$10 million and $15 million 
per acre, through the transfer 
of development rights (TDRs). 
Using a complex maneuver that 
would have to be approved by 
the City Council, the district 
can build a school at a den-
sity significantly below what is 
zoned for the area, and “sell” the 
remaining density to property 
owners for use elsewhere in the 
city. The district is planning to 
sell 610,000 square feet of devel-
opment rights at an anticipated 
price of $130 per square foot, for 
a total of $79.3 million.

Under the agreements, which 
the school board unanimously 
approved at the Dec. 11 meet-
ing, the district is planning to 
sell building rights to several 
companies, ratcheting up the 
intensity of office development, 
mostly in the East Whisman 
and North Bayshore areas. The 
largest single buyer is Merlone 
Geier, which agreed to buy 
150,000 square feet of devel-
opment rights to expand its 
presence within San Antonio 
Shopping Center.

The next largest buyer is the 
property owner of the office 

park along the 300 block of East 
Evelyn Avenue, which is cur-
rently home to several compa-
nies including Mozilla, Cours-
era and Concentric Medical. 
The buyer, who signed off on 
the agreement under the name 
“MV Campus Owner, LLC,” 
intends to buy 125,000 square 
feet from the district at a cost of 
$16.2 million.

The only outlier is Google, 
which is willing to buy den-
sity rights but has yet to agree 
to a sale that is “acceptable 
to the district,” according to 
a staff report. The district 
sees Google’s role as a flex-
ible “back-up purchaser” of 
development rights that could 
pick up whatever density is 
left over after sales agreements 
with other property owners. 
All of the density ultimately 
sold to Google would be tacked 
onto the company’s large-scale 
campus expansion in North 
Bayshore.

“Google’s ultimate purchase 
and use of TDRs could be zero, 
or range higher than the place-
holder amount (72,000 square 
feet),” according to the staff 
report.

Siegel said the office growth 
resulting from the TDRs is a 
bitter pill to swallow and that he 
doesn’t want to see a lot of new 
offices built on top of what the 
city has already approved, but 
he said it’s a worthy trade-off 
for a desperately needed school 
north of El Camino Real.

The school board also voted 
5-0 to approve the individual 
agreements with developers to 
buy the density rights, through 
documents called letters of 
intent. The district will have to 
revisit the deal with Google and 
approve it at a later date, district 
staff said.

After the meeting, the district 
released a statement noting that 
the TDRs will go a long way 
toward lowering the cost of 
buying land for a new school, 
leaving money available for 
upgrades to existing school sites 
from the $150 million Measure 
N bond. It also means district 
residents living in Mountain 
View would finally have a 
school north of El Camino Real, 
and park space in a part of town 
where green space is hard to 
come by.

“We are excited to fulfill the 
promise we made to voters 
when they passed Measure N,” 
Ivanovic said in the statement. 
“This is a win-win for our com-
munity. We are able to address 
projected, long-term enrollment 
growth with the 10th school our 
parents and community have 
asked for, while saving millions 
in the process.”

Charter or 
neighborhood school?

One critical question that 
remains unanswered, and has 
been a sticking point for some 
Mountain View council mem-
bers, is whether the school site 
north of El Camino Real will 
be the home of Bullis Charter 
School or a new neighborhood 
school specifically for Moun-
tain View families.

When the City Council largely 
supported the idea of allowing 
TDRs in the San Antonio Shop-
ping Center area in October — 
kicking off the cascade of events 
that would make a Mountain 
View school a feasible option — 
a majority of council members 
were unwilling to specify what 
kind of school it ought to be.

Council member John McAli-
ster said it wasn’t the city’s busi-
ness to wade into the debate on 
whether the land ought to be 
used to house Bullis or a neigh-
borhood school, regardless of 
the city’s efforts to sweeten the 
real estate deal. On the other 
side, two council members, 
Margaret Abe-Koga and Pat 
Showalter, showed interest in 
requiring the school district to 
make the new facility a neigh-
borhood school.

The size of the parcel doesn’t 
tilt the situation toward either 
option. At a combined 8.6 acres, 
the Old Mill and Safeway parcels 
could feasibly fit either an ele-
mentary school or Bullis Charter 
School, which has over 800 stu-
dents, leaving it an open ques-
tion as to what the school board 
will decide to do with the land. V
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Old Mill Office Center/

former Safeway site

Proposed site for new LASD school campus

San A
nto

nio
 Road

California Street

Central Expy.

Showers Drive

The Los Altos School District selected the Old Mill and former 
Safeway site as its preferred option for a new school campus.

Sign up today at  

MountainViewOnline.com
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Peninsula Christmas Services

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Come Join Us for 
Our Christmas Celebrations!

All Services on Sunday, 12/24, Christmas Eve

Morning: 10 am Combined Worship Service

Evening Candlelight Services with Communion:

7 pm Contemporary Worship  

and Children’s Living Nativity

9:45 pm Traditional Worship

Visit Us At Christmas & Come Back and  

See Our Other Great Events Throughout The Year!

1715 Grant Road   |  Los Altos
650.967.4906  |  www.ilclosaltos.com

St. Paul Lutheran ChurchSt. Paul Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod

CELEBRATE WITH US  
THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD  

AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST!
Christmas Eve: 7:00 PM Worship Service

Christmas Day: 10:00 AM Worship Service

Christmas Services
Stanford Memorial Church

Sunday, December 24, 2017 - Christmas Eve

4:00 pm Family service (Doors open at 3:00 pm)
Please bring new, unwrapped toys which will be given to 
children in need.

8:00 pm Christmas Eve Festival Communion service 
(Doors open at 7:00 pm)

Owing to the popularity of our Christmas Eve services, 
saving seats will not be allowed. 

Monday, December 25, 2017 - Christmas Day

12:00 am Catholic Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
12:00 pm Catholic Christmas Day Mass

More info: https://religiouslife.stanford.edu/christmas

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24
4:00 pm • 6:00 pm • 9:00 pm
Communion, Readings & Carols by Candlelight

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25
10:00 am
Communion, Readings & Carols

a place for you!

ST. MARK’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

PALO ALTO
CHRISTMAS EVE

4:00 pm  Children’s  
Christmas Pageant 
& Communion

10:00 pm  Festive Choral 
Christmas Eve

   Holy Communion  
beginning with Carols

10:00 am  Holy Communion  
with Carols

CHRISTMAS DAY

600 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto
(650) 326-3800

www.saint-marks.com

Los Altos Lutheran Church 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
Good News of Great Joy! 

5:00 PM WITH PRELUDE CONCERT  
AT 4:45 PM BY THE ALBANY CONSORT 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
The Word Became Flesh & Dwelt Among Us 

10:00 AM – A sweet wonderful celebration of the day 
Gather at 9:30 AM for hot cider and cookies 

 

460 S. El Monte Ave. (at Cuesta) / 650-948-3012 

www.LosAltosLu theran.org  
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Donate online at   
www.mv-voice.com/ 

holiday_fund

Holiday Fund
Mountain View Voice

Day Worker Center
The Day Worker Center of Mountain 
View provides a secure place for workers 
and employers to negotiate wages and 
work conditions. It serves workers with 
job placements, English lessons, job skills 
workshops and guidance.

Mentor Tutor Connection
Mentor Tutor Connection matches adult 
volunteers who serve either as mentors with 
under-served youth in high school or as 
tutors to students in elementary and middle 
schools in Mountain View and Los Altos 
school districts.

Community School of Music  
and Arts
The Community School of Music and Arts 
provides hands-on art and music education 
in the classrooms of the Mountain View 
Whisman School District.

MayView Community Health 
Center
The MayView Community Health Center 
in Mountain View offers primary care 
services to low-income and uninsured 
patients in northern Santa Clara County. 
No patient is turned away for inability to 
pay for services, which include prenatal 
and pediatric care, cancer screenings and 
chronic disease management. 

YWCA Support Network  
for Domestic Violence
This group operates a 24-hour bilingual 
hotline and a safe shelter for women and 
their children. It also offers counseling and 
other services for families dealing with 
domestic violence.

Community Services Agency
CSA is the community’s safety-net providing 
critical support services for low-income 
individuals and families, the homeless and 
seniors in northern Santa Clara County, 
including Mountain View, Los Altos and  
Los Altos Hills. 

Community Health Awareness 
Council
CHAC serves Mountain View, Los Altos, 
Los Altos Hills and seven school districts. 
Among the services it offers are school-
based counseling and programs to protect 
students from high-risk behaviors.

How to Give
Your gift helps children  
and families in need
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will 

be matched dollar for dollar to the extent 

possible and will go directly to  seven 

nonprofit agencies that serve Mountain 

View residents. Last year, more than 170 

Voice readers and the Wakerly,  Packard 

and  Hewlett foundations contributed  a 

total of  $101,000. We are indebted to 

the Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

which handles all donations, and deducts no 

administrative costs from your gifts, which 

are tax-deductible as permitted by law. All 

donations will be shared equally with the 

seven recipient agencies.

This year, the following  
agencies will be supported  

by the Holiday Fund:

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name _______________________________________________________

Business Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

_______________________________________ Expires _______/_______

Signature ____________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in the Mountain View Voice unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization. A contribution to this 
fund allows your donation to be tax deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

Mountain View Voice

2017
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9 Anonymous ................ $2,970

Ross Heitkamp .................... 100

Patricia Levinson ................... 50

Mei Hong .......................... 150

Eva Chang ......................... 200

Ann & Bob Stenz ................ 200

Alan & Laura Kostinsky .............*

Jeral Poskey ........................ 500

Karen & David Keefer .......... 100

Anne Johnston .........................*

Crystal Chow ..................... 100

Jim Cochran ....................... 500

Kevin & Robin Duggan .............*

Susan Perkins ..........................*

Sheri Gish & Ed Taub .......... 108

Vi Robertson ......................... 50

Judith Manton ....................... 50

Leslie & Anita Nichols ...............*

Marily & Jim Kelly ............... 100

Feng Zhou ..................... 10,000

Sally Evans ......................... 250

Edward Perry ..................... 200

Norma Jean Bodey Galiher .. 200

Andy & Liz Coe .................. 100

Kathleen Hall &  
Leslie Murdock .................... 500

Thomas Mucha ................... 350

Reese & Kathleen Cutler ............*

Dory Meier .............................*

Jackie Doda ....................... 200

Denley Rafferty ................... 100

Dan Rich .................................*

Linda & Glen Eckols ......... 1,000

Bruce & Twana Karney ........ 350

Marilyn Gildea  .......................*

Mitch & Barb Topol ............. 100

Tats & Rose Tsunekawa ........ 150

Robert Rohrbacher  ..................*

Jamil Shaikh ....................... 100

Gary & Yuko Kushner ...............*

Beverly Smolich .................... 50

E. Arcolino ......................... 700

Mary & Christopher Dateo ... 500

Creger Family ..................... 400

Michael Tugendreich ........... 100

Ellen Wheeler ....................... 50

Jeff Segall .......................... 150

In Memory Of
Ernesto Alejandro ....................*

Molly Smith .............................*

Sally Haydn-Myer ....................*

Laila Holombo & Bill Roggo ...300

Greg Fowler ....................... 250

Dori ................................... 200

As a Gift for
Glen & Linda Eckols ............ 150

Organizations
Packard Foundation ......... 8,000

Hewlett Foundation  ......... 8,750

Wakerly Family  
Foundation .................... 15,000

As of Dec. 5,  
64 donors have 

donated $58,340  
to the Mountain View 
Voice Holiday Fund

LocalNews

more reliant on state or county 
funding, as well as their staff ’s 
willingness to make sacrifices. 

MayView is one of seven non-
profit organizations that benefit 
from the Voice’s annual Holiday 
Fund. Donations to the fund are 
divided equally among the non-
profits and are administered by 
the Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation at no cost, so 100 
percent of contributions go to the 
recipients. 

The clinic has experienced a 
lot of turnover in its medical and 
administrative staff over the last 
year, a problem blamed on the 
region’s soaring cost of living. 
Some of the clinic’s doctors, bur-
dened with student debts and 

the like, have been poached by 
higher-paying hospitals nearby, 
such as Palo Alto Medical Foun-
dation, Stanford and El Camino, 
Peil said. 

As MayView has struggled to 
retain staff, its team has also been 
forced to accommodate a grow-
ing number of patients. Early last 
year, the drop-in Rotacare clinic 
at El Camino Hospital abruptly 
shut down, redirecting nearly all 
of its patients to MayView. About 
one-third of those patients were 
uninsured. As a result, patient 
visits at the Mountain View May-
View clinic jumped up by 1,500 
this year, a 50 percent increase 
compared to 2015. 

El Camino Healthcare Dis-
trict provided MayView with a 
$800,000 grant to help shoulder 
that patient load this year, and 

the clinic has gone on a hiring 
spree. Despite the heavy turn-
over, MayView has nearly dou-
bled its workforce in two years, 
growing to 54 full-time staffers. 

The clinic still needs to hire 
more doctors, but in the mean-
time it has worked to streamline 
its medical staff. Three employ-
ees are working as “scribes,” 
basically executive assistants 
who trail the physicians, taking 
notes and handling the paper-
work duties to free up doctors’ 
schedules so they can see more 
patients. 

It has never been so difficult 
for MayView to stand by its 
principles not to turn anyone 
away for medical care, said 
Delia Romero, a medical assis-
tant who has worked at the 
clinic for 13 years. The clinic 

for years has operated on a 
honor system, asking patients 
to truthfully report their annu-
al income when they sign in 
for treatment. Based on their 
income, MayView staff applies 
a sliding scale to determine 
how much they will be charged. 
When a patient makes a dubi-
ous claim that they earn just $1 
a year, the medical staff doesn’t 
raise any questions. Similarly, 
they never send out collection 
agencies to hound people for 
overdue bills.

The clinic’s vendors aren’t so 
generous. Like clockwork, the 
costs for lab work and outsourced 
testing go up each year.  

“No one here says no if you 
can’t pay,” Romero said. V

Email Mark Noack at 
mnoack@mv-voice.com

MAYVIEW
 Continued from page 5

could be interwoven into a cor-
porate office park. Originally, city 
officials thought they would have 
an assortment of developers and 
landowners to partner with on 
the plan, but Google’s foothold 
in the North Bayshore continued 
to grow. Speaking for Google, 
Golan said at the Dec. 12 meet-
ing that about 58 percent of the 
land planned for future housing 
in North Bayshore was owned by 
his company. 

For many observers, the hall-
mark of the precise plan is its 
emphasis on creating 9,850 new 
apartments at a time when a 
regional housing shortage has 
reached crisis levels. If built to 
the maximum allowed density, 
this housing growth would cre-
ate about 2,000 new affordable 
apartments priced at below mar-
ket rate, nearly doubling the city’s 
subsidized housing supply. 

Could the city go farther? 
Councilwoman Margaret Abe-
Koga made a last-ditch effort to 
persuade some of her colleagues 
to ask a little more from one 

of the world’s wealthiest com-
panies. In past meetings, she 
suggested raising the affordable 
housing requirement as high 
as 40 percent, pointing to other 
urban cities with similar rules. 
On Tuesday night, she tempered 
that request to just 22 percent. 

But even affordable-housing 
proponents warned that demand-
ing too much could backfire.  

“We risk getting nothing 
because developers will elect to do 
offices instead of residential devel-
opment,” warned Pilar Lorenzana 
of the housing advocacy group 
SV@Home. “Higher across-the-
board affordability requirements 
will have the result of stalling 
residential development.” 

In fact, some council members 
expressed skepticism on whether 
Google would actually follow 
through on building the housing, 
despite the company’s support 
for the precise plan. In October, a 
Google representative warned city 
officials that no housing would be 
built unless the city granted the 
company an additional 800,000 
square feet of office space. Google 
later disavowed that ultimatum, 
amid public backlash, but it still 

overshadowed the council’s talks 
on Tuesday night. 

“Google has said they support 
the plan, but does that mean 
they’ll commit to the plan?” 
Councilman John McAlister said. 

Despite those concerns, the 
City Council supported the 
20-percent affordable housing 
plan. In relatively short order, 
the council approved other major 
components of the precise plan, 
although members found plenty 
of new issues to debate. 

The hardest choice of the night 
was a city staff proposal to cre-
ate so-called “master plans” that 
would guide development along 
specific blocks or neighbor-
hoods in North Bayshore. Coun-
cil members would draft these 
master plans, but then the city’s 
zoning administrator would be 
in charge of granting approvals 
for compliant proposals. 

McAlister, Abe-Koga and 
Councilwoman Lisa Matichak 
opposed ceding their authority, 
saying it could harm public input 
by removing elected leaders from 
the review process. However, 
a four-person majority of the 
council argued that the council 

would be overburdened and 
should delegate the role. 

In the end, the final precise 
plan was unanimously approved 
by the City Council just after 
the stroke of midnight. Soon 
afterward, a fatigued group of 
Mountain View’s civic leaders 
popped a bottle of champagne to 
celebrate the long-awaited plan 
years in the making. 

“There’s been an evolution in 
our thought because there’s been 
an evolution in the reality,” said 
Mayor Ken Rosenberg. “We’re 
only getting started; the next 
phase is implementation.” 

Mountain View would be 
delighted to share the lessons 
from this process with any other 
nearby cities, he said. 

Development proposals for 
new offices and housing will 
likely be submitted in a matter of 
months. The precise plan set a 
hard deadline of Dec. 1, 2018 for 
projects with extra allocated  
space to submit developments or 
request an extension. Granting 
extra time would be up to the 
discretion of the City Council. V

Email Mark Noack at 
mnoack@mv-voice.com

NORTH BAYSHORE
 Continued from page 1

restrictions.
The city of Mountain View 

has grappled with the growing 
number of people living out of 
cars and RVs throughout the 
city, particularly along Latham 
Street, Crisanto Avenue and 
more recently Shoreline Bou-
levard. A survey in June 2016 
found 128 inhabited vehicles 
throughout the city, and a little 
under half of the vehicle dwellers 
interviewed said they used to live 
in permanent housing in Moun-
tain View before being pushed 
out onto the streets — frequently 
because of the high cost of living.

The problem extends to the 

rest of the county, affecting both 
homeless individuals and fami-
lies. Evergreen School District 
board member Sylvia Alvarez 
told the board of supervisors 
that there are at least 22 fami-
lies living in cars with children 
in the district who arrive at 
school every day “tired, cold and 
depressed.” She urged supervi-
sors to move quickly on finding 
some way to support the resi-
dents ahead of the longer-term 
housing that the housing bond, 
Measure A, promises to bring to 
the county.

“Homeless families cannot 
continue to live in their cars 
waiting for Measure A housing 
to be built,” she said.

The county staff report 

conceded that it’s been “extreme-
ly difficult” to establish emer-
gency shelter, transitional or tem-
porary housing for the homeless. 
Very few organizations have been 
willing to develop and operate 
the programs, in part because 
there is there virtually no state 
or federal money available to 
sweeten the deal.

“The City of San Jose con-
ducted two solicitations for 
operators of Safe Parking pro-
grams, but was unable to imple-
ment a program,” according to 
the staff report. “Even with the 
backing of the city of Mountain 
View and the County, no orga-
nizations have come forward to 
implement even a small-scale 
safe parking program in the 

city of Mountain View.”
The good news is that the 

county may be well on its way to 
meeting the 500-bed goal, 
through a planned expansion of 
the Sunnyvale Cold Weather 
Shelter to up to 140 beds over the 
next year, as well as the opening 
of a new homeless shelter in 
downtown Mountain View this 
winter. The shelter at Trinity 
United Methodist Church — at 
the corner of Hope and Mercy 
streets — was slated to open the 
last week in November, but was 
delayed because the facility need-
ed fire alarms installed. The 
tentative opening date is now 
Dec. 20. V
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 Continued from page 5
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LocalNews

By Kevin Forestieri

H
igh blood pressure is 
one of the most preva-
lent health problems in 

the United States, and it now 
affects nearly half of adults in 
the country, thanks to sweep-
ing changes to what constitutes 
hypertension announced by the 
American Heart Association 
last month. The revisions also 
say that younger adults and the 
elderly are now considered to 
be at higher risk of heart dis-
ease, stroke and other chronic 
illnesses.
 The American Heart Associa-
tion (AHA) released new guide-
lines in November that lowers 
the bar for what constitutes 
high blood pressure, meaning 
patients who were previously told 
their blood pressure was under 
control or only amounted to pre-
hypertension are now considered 
at risk. High blood pressure is 
one of the leading causes of pre-
ventable heart disease and stroke 
deaths, and damage to blood ves-
sels can start even at lower end of 
high blood pressure, according to 
the AHA.
 Blood pressure measurements 
are based on systolic and dia-
stolic readings that reflect pres-
sure in blood vessels during the 
heartbeat and when the heart is 
at rest. Previously, anyone with 
a diastolic reading of 140 and a 
systolic reading of 90 was consid-
ered to have high blood pressure, 
but the guidelines bumped the 
numbers down to 130/80. It may 
not sound like much, but the 
AHA predicts that the number of 
adults with high blood pressure 
will shoot from 32 percent to 46 
percent under the new metric.
 Patients with a systolic blood 

pressure between 130 and 139 
double their risk of cardiovas-
cular complications, said Paul 
K. Whelton, lead author of the 
guideline changes, in a Nov. 13 
statement.
 “We want to be straight with 
people — if you already have 
a doubling of risk, you need to 
know about it. It doesn’t mean 
you need medication, but it’s 
a yellow light that you need to 
be lowering your blood pres-
sure, mainly with non-drug 
approaches.”
 The medical community has 
been expecting the changes for 
a few years now, said Dr. Geof-
frey Yoon, a cardiologist and the 
heart failure medical director at 
El Camino Hospital. A major 
clinical trial involving more than 
9,300 participants known as the 
Systolic Blood Pressure Inter-
vention Trial (SPRINT) found 
that patients who received treat-
ment that brought their systolic 
pressure down to 120 were less 
likely to suffer a heart attack or 
a stroke. The new standards will 
most significantly affect men 
and women under the age of 45, 
as well as patients over the age of 
65 years old who were previously 
considered less at risk.
 We’ve been anticipating this,” 
Yoon said. “More and more 
data has come out that treating 
blood pressure earlier and more 
aggressively will lead to better 
outcomes.”
 Bay Area residents are less 
likely to suffer from hyperten-
sion compared to the rest of the 
country, but the rates are still 
high. More than a quarter of 
Santa Clara County residents, 
27 percent, have been diag-
nosed with high blood pres-
sure, according to El Camino 

Hospitals’ Community Health 
Needs Assessment last year. 
Black people, men and older 
adults are more likely to be diag-
nosed with high blood pressure 
compared to county residents 
overall.
 Data from the U.S. Center for 
Disease Control put the county’s 
hypertension death rate at 249.2 
per 100,000 residents between 
2013 and 2015, which is higher 
than other Bay Area counties 
including Alameda (230.7), Con-
tra Costa (225.3), San Francisco 
(172.3) and San Mateo (164.2) 
counties.

No cause for alarm

 Many of the people with the 
narrow systolic reading between 
130 and 140 who are now 
considered hypertensive likely 
won’t  have to rely on drug treat-
ment to bring down their blood 
pressure, Yoon said. Losing 
weight, getting more exercise 
and adopting a healthier diet 
can go a long way and can even 
be more effective than medica-
tion. Patients are often advised 
to follow the Dietary Approach 
to Stop Hypertension (DASH) 
diet, which includes fruits and 
vegetables, lean meats and less 
salt.
 The new guidelines may have 
been a long time coming, but 
they weren’t developed without 
some controversy over how to 
interpret the data. The results 
from the SPRINT trial make a 
strong argument that anyone 
above 120 systolic blood pres-
sure should seek treatment, but 
some experts argued that the 
measurement techniques used 
in the study consistently resulted 
in lower readings than what 
patients typically see in a doctors 

office, meaning a standard of 120 
would be an overshot. What’s 
more, intensive drug treatment 
for high blood pressure isn’t 
without its own problems, and 
could put more patients at risk of 
kidney disease.
 “I think anytime there are 
changes in blood pressure guide-
lines it’s controversial, because 
there’s a big patient population 
who (is) older and (has) a lot of 
side effects from blood pressure 
medicine,” Yoon said.
 Because hypertension often 
has no symptoms, frequent blood 
pressure readings both at the 
doctor’s and at home are the best 
way to catch the problem early 
on. The El Camino Healthcare 
District launched a public aware-
ness campaign with the Ameri-
can Heart Association Silicon 
Valley in 2015 to bring blood 
pressure screening events and 
free hypertension management 
classes to residents in Mountain 
View and neighboring cities. The 
district committed $71,000 to the 
hypertension initiative this year, 
which will go towards paying for 
hypertension clinics and “Heart 
Health Hubs” at places like gro-
cery stores and shopping centers.
 Board member Dr. Peter Fung, 
who spearheaded the partner-
ship, told the Voice in an email 
that the AHA guidelines — and 
the 1,000 studies that led up to 
the announcement last month — 
doubles down on the importance 
of addressing hypertension early 
on, and should put to rest the 
myriad of excuses patients use to 
justify ignoring elevated blood 
pressure results.
 “It should erase all doubts that 
something needs to be done if 
the blood pressure is above 120 
systolic, as this is the level that 

the nasty effects of hypertension 
start to set in, and that by 130, the 
risk is already double,” Fung said.
 Patients shouldn’t be over-
ly cautious about using blood 
pressure medication if lifestyle 
changes aren’t enough to bring 
blood pressure down to 120, 
Fung said. The side effects of 
the drugs are minimal, and are 
“quite safe” as long as patients 
regularly check in with their 
doctors.
 Other guideline changes stress 
the importance of using proper 
technique for measuring blood 
pressure, and to base blood pres-
sure on an average of two to three 
readings taken on at least two 
different occasions. Home blood 
pressure readings are particularly 
important because some patients 
have so-called white-coat hyper-
tension, where the stress of bring 
in a doctor’s office raises blood 
pressure temporarily.
 The guidelines also warn of  
“masked” hypertension where 
the opposite is true, and blood 
pressure readings are actually 
lower in a medical setting than at 
home. Those patients are at risk 
and may not know it, Yoon said.
 The AHA update also reversed 
course on blood pressure stan-
dards for the elderly, which 
used to be more lenient than for 
younger patients. The SPRINT 
trial found older patients “great-
ly” benefited from blood pres-
sure control, Yoon said, and that 
people over the age of 65 with 
elevated blood pressure are actu-
ally at greater risk.
 More information on the 
AHA’s blood pressure monitor-
ing programs can be found at 
ccctracker.com. V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

Millions more deemed at risk under new blood pressure guidelines
HEALTH RISKS FROM HYPERTENSION ARE SIGNIFICANT EVEN AT 130/80

to adult education, which was a 
boon for adult schools.
 At the Dec. 4 board meeting, 
Associate Superintendent Mike 
Mathiesen commended Moody 
for his leadership at Mountain 
View High School, where Mathie-
sen worked alongside him as a 
teacher and later as an assistant 
principal. He said Moody had 
an effective leadership style that 
always had school administrators 
collaborating and working as a 
team, and that student perfor-
mance soared under his watch.
 “He led the ship at Mountain 
View High School wonderfully,” 
Mathiesen said. “He guided us 
to new academic heights (with) 
Academic Performance Index 

increases year over year over year 
that we hadn’t seen in the past.”
 More recently, Moody helped 
guide the adult school into a 
new regional partnership with 
neighboring adult schools as well 
as Foothill and De Anza colleges 
to coordinate jobs training and 
career technical education (CTE) 
for adult students in the area. 
The group of agencies, dubbed 
the North Santa Clara County 
Student Transition Consortium, 
has been “challenging” to get off 
the ground, Moody said, but he 
believes it’s now headed in the 
right direction and should help 
students seamlessly transition 
from the adult school to com-
munity colleges.
 More recently, the adult school 
has adopted a bigger emphasis 
on computer science skills, pull-
ing together a training program 

that includes Java, Python, SQL 
and database design as well as 
3D printing and computer aided 
design (CAD).
 Replacing Moody will be the 
adult school’s current second-
in-command, Assistant Director 
Brenda Harris, who has held the 
position for the last 13 years and 
is uniquely qualified to jump 
right into the role, Moody said.
 “I think it’s a great move by the 
superintendent to choose Brenda 
Harris,” Moody said. “I think she 
will be outstanding. She really 
knows the CTE program.”
 For Moody, retirement means 
taking a break from an epic com-
mute to Mountain View from 
Tracy every day — a train ride 
that usually took an hour and 
15 minutes each way. He said 
it was particularly challenging 
during his years as principal at 

Mountain View High, which 
had evening commitments each 
night, though he admitted he 
could get a whole lot done before 
reaching his stop.
 “The train was very open and 
not very crowded, and I could 
lay out all my forms and build 
the master schedule for the high 
school,” he said.
 Moody said he wasn’t sure what 
his plans for the future are, but 
he plans to spend his first year of 
retirement hanging out with his 
grandchildren, going fishing and 
taking a cruise to Alaska. After 
that, he said, he’ll figure out what 
to do with the next chapter of his 
life. He said he also wants to keep 
a comfortable distance from the 
long commute he’s had to take for 
more than a decade.
 “I don’t even want to see a train 
for at least a year,” he said. V

ADULT ED
 Continued from page 5

required crews to vent natural 
gas from the pipe from noon 
to 5 p.m. Notifications were 
sent out to the community days 
before the work took place, but 
Crittenden was considered out-
side of the affected area.
 “PG&E immediately made 
contact with school officials to 
address the incident,” she said. 
“We apologize for any incon-
venience this may have caused 
the school, students, staff and 
parents.”
 A PG&E representative later 
met with the principal to discuss 
the incident and figure out a 
plan for better communication 
about future work in the area, 
she said.

—Kevin Forestieri

CRIME BRIEFS
 Continued from page 4
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LocalNews

Bruce William Liedstrand 
passed away on December 1, 
2017, at the age of 84. 

Bruce was born on August 
11, 1933, in Chicago, Illinois, 
the youngest child of Roy 
Marvin and Alice Dorothy 
(Sandin) Liedstrand. His 
father was a co-founder of the 
Dearborn Stove Company in 
Chicago and Dallas. 

Bruce attended public 
schools in Chicago and 
Dallas, where the family 
moved in 1945. After the 
family moved back to Chicago in 1949, he attended high 
school at North Park Academy, from which he graduated in 
1951. After one year at Michigan State College, he came to 
California to attend Stanford University and then Stanford 
Law School. Bruce graduated from Stanford Law in 1956 and 
passed the bar exam that fall. The U.S. Army immediately 
drafted him, and he was posted to the Judge Advocate General 
(JAG) office in Frankfurt, Germany. His wife, the former Lois 
Peterson, whom he married in 1954, joined him in Frankfurt 
and their first son, John, was born there. 

When Bruce was discharged from the Army, the family 
moved to Turlock where he was a principal of the law firm 
Coffin and Liedstrand and where he served on the Turlock 
City Council from 1964 until 1968. He and his growing 
family then relocated to Modesto where he was assistant city 
attorney. 

In 1973, Bruce was offered the position of city attorney of 
Mountain View, which he subsequently held for three years. 
He became the city manager of Mountain View in 1976 and 
served in that position for 12 years. During those years, 
his vision for Mountain View was the primary force in the 
development of Shoreline Park, Shoreline Amphitheater, the 
redesign of Castro Street, and the design and establishment of 
the City Hall and Performing Arts complex. 

After taking an early retirement and establishing Liedstrand 
Associates, a consulting and educational firm, he continued to 
be interested in city government and urban design. In 1991, 
Cathedral City in Riverside County selected him to be its city 
manager, and he spent three years in that desert city helping 
establish a lively downtown. His heart, however, was always 
in the Bay Area, and through Liedstrand Associates, Bruce 
continued to provide educational seminars and consulting 
advice on city design -- especially in making cities more 
livable environments. 

Recognizing his remarkable talents, Redwood City in 2001 
selected him to be its community development director, and 
he worked to reestablish its downtown as a vibrant destination 
until he retired again in 2006. At that point, he established 
Common Sense Community Design and was active writing 
and sharing creative ideas on how to make the best cities 
possible until his death. 

Bruce was a long-time member of Palo Alto Rotary and 
was a highly respected mentor to and devoted friend of staff 
and government officials in the cities where he worked and 
consulted. His first marriage ended in 1981. In 1982, he 
married the former Susan Laird. Bruce was preceded in death 
by his brother John Roger Liedstrand and his sister Dorothy 
Liedstrand Jones. He is survived by his current wife, Susan, 
and his children John, Mark, Linda, Ann, and Chelsea; his 
grandchildren Paul, Ben, Brittany, Jessica, Yusuf, Jeremiah, 
Anitra, Devin, and Clare; and his great grand-daughters Eden 
and Emily Elizabeth. 

During his retirement years, Bruce and Susan enjoyed 
dividing their time between their homes in Mountain View 
and Paris, France. 

A celebration of Bruce’s life will be held in January.
The family requests that any memorial contributions be 

made to the American Heart Association.
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Bruce William Liedstrand
Aug. 11, 1933 – Dec. 1, 2017

the location might not look like 
much, but this 1-acre field is the 
only training facility of its kind 
in the Bay Area. On most days, 
a scrappy club ranging from 
amateurs to pros from across 
Northern California gather here 
to practice the hammer throw, 
the track-and-field event focused 
on hurling a hefty ball on a chain 
as far as possible.
 “This is pretty much the only 
training spot we have in North-
ern California,” Gustafsson said. 
“Who knows now what’s going to 
happen?”
 The cause for concern is the 
practice grounds are marked for 
future development by NASA. 
Earlier this year, the federal 
agency announced plans to help 
house its growing workforce by 
building 1,930 homes along Mof-
fett’s southeastern side, an area 
that includes the club’s hammer 
throw range. While Gustafsson 
and his fellow athletes recognize 
the area’s significant housing 
needs, they fear they won’t have 
anywhere else to go. And with 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics fast 
approaching, many of the club’s 
aspiring athletes worry they could 
lose their only training facility at 
the worst possible time.
 On a morning last week, 
Gustafsson arrived with two of 
the athletes he’s coaching at the 
Moffett practice range, located 
just north of Highway 101. For 
a site used by elite athletes, it’s 
a spartan facility with little 
more than a storage container, 
backstop and a set of metal 
bleachers in front of a dirt field. 
Terry Noyes, a spry 55-year-old 
athlete, pointed out to Gustafs-
son that overnight the wind 
had partially knocked down 
the canopy over the bleachers. 
Everyone pitched in to do some 

quick repairs before they started 
the day’s exercises.
 Before long, 
Gustafsson was 
watching from 
the sidelines as 
his two pupils 
began hurling 
hammers down 
the field. Sophie 
Hitchon, a 
26-year-old Brit 
who won a bronze medal in the 
2012 Olympics, spun her ham-
mer around in a whirl, build-
ing up momentum with what 
is essentially a 4-kilogram iron 
wrecking ball. She instinctively 
released her grip at the precise 
split-second to send it sailing in 
a graceful arc downfield, instead 
of crashing behind her into the 
backstop.
 “Good throw!” Gustafsson 
cheered. The hammer landed 
just beyond 73 meters, a good 
distance,  but still not quite the 
78 meters that it would likely take 
to win a gold medal. Closing that 
gap would take all two years of 
training left before the interna-
tional games, he said.
 There’s a long story behind 
how a niche athletic club found 
its home at Moffett Field. For 
that, the club’s members point to 
Edward Burke, a retired hammer-
thrower and Los Gatos native, 
best known for carrying the U.S. 
flag in the 1984 Olympics.
 Back in the mid-1980s, the 
hammer throw club practiced 
along a dirt strip north of 
Highway 101, before that land 
was needed to build Highway 
85. Ever since, the club has led 
a nomadic existence, cycling 
through South Bay community-
college fields, public parks and 
leased private sites. Unlike oth-
er prestigious Olympic sports, 
hammer-throwing generally 
doesn’t have much clout; many 
landowners see only the poten-
tial for property damage and 

liability. Universities aren’t an 
option because NCAA rules 
explicitly prohibit paid coach-
es and Olympic athletes from 
training alongside students.
 By 2006, the hammer-throwers 
came to Moffett Field around the 
same time that a U.S. Army track-
and-field program at the property 
was winding down. There were 
concerns that the Army officials 
would also tell them to scram, 
Burke said. But then environmen-
tal regulators discovered the toxic 
groundwater plume from nearby 
pollution had leached into the site. 
As it happens,  that toxic waste 
was “the best thing that happened 
to us,” Burke said, since the Army 
officials told the group they could 
stay during the cleanup effort.
 As NASA took over manage-
ment of Moffett, it has been 
unclear how much longer the 
hammer throwers would be 
allowed to remain, he said. With 
hundreds of acres of open land 
at the former air base, Burke and 
other members hope they can just 
move to different area.
 “We’re hopeful that we can 
negotiate with them to get 
another slice of land,” Burke 
said. “Whether it’s Google or 
whoever else, we’re hoping that 
maybe we can go to them and 
get a small space as a community 
contribution.”
 NASA did not respond to 
requests for comment.
 And if NASA asks them to 
leave? Gustafsson and other 
members have a hard time saying 
what might happen. They don’t 
have the money to buy or lease a 
plot of land, given the hefty real-
estate costs in the region, they 
say. The only recourse might be 
to find a spot somewhere in the 
Central Valley.
 “All we need is a good field that 
no one needs for anything,” Gus-
tafsson said. “Also, we need no 
one to mind if we make some big 
holes.” V

HAMMER THROW
 Continued from page 1

Tore Gustafsson

By Kevin Forestieri

A 
woman whose body was 
discovered f loating in 
the water along the Bay 

Trail in Sunnyvale last week has 
been identified as Chuchu Ma, 
a 23-year-old Mountain View 
resident, according to the Santa 
Clara County Medical Examiner 
Coroner’s Office. Police are still 
investigating the death, but say 
the Bay Trail is safe for the public 
to use.
 The Sunnyvale Department 
of Public Safety received reports 
from a bicyclist on the trail who 
saw a body floating in the water 
on Thursday, Dec. 7, around 10 
a.m., according to Capt. Shawn 
Ahern. The Santa Clara County 
Sheriff ’s Office sent out a dive 

team to retrieve the body, which 
was naked, and the medical 
examiner completed the autopsy 
on Friday, Dec. 8, Ahern said.
 The department is still inves-
tigating the case as an “unat-
tended death,” and is actively 
contacting Ma’s friends, family 
members and acquaintances in 
order to learn more about what 
happened. More information 
will not be available until the full 
autopsy report is finished, which 
includes a toxicology report.
 “We’re in contact with the 
medical examiner each day,” 
Ahern said Tuesday. “Like every-
one else, we’re still waiting.”
 The Mountain View Police 
Department received a report 
Thursday afternoon from Ma’s 
boyfriend, who said that she was 

missing and his description of 
her matched that of the body 
found in the Bay, police spokes-
woman Katie Nelson told the 
Voice.
 Chuchu Ma was a Google 
employee who joined the com-
pany as a software engineer in 
July of last year, according to her 
LinkedIn profile. She previously 
attended the University of Texas 
at Austin.
 Though details about Ma’s 
death haven’t been revealed, 
Ahern said residents should not 
be afraid to use the trail.
 “We’ve said from the very 
beginning that there is no danger 
to the public when using the Bay 
Trail,” he said. V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
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Google engineer found dead in Bay
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Browse our  
Holiday Catalog online.  

Call to order.
FREE Gift Wrap Year Round

173 Main Street, Los Altos, CA · 650.941.6043
www.AdventureToysLosAltos.com

CODENAMES: One of Many 
Award-Winning Games

for Teens to Adults

CATERING AVAILABLE   Gift Cards Available

Delivery Through:  

Ubereats - Doordash - Grubhub - Waiter.com

185 Castro Street   •   Mountain View

(650) 625-8155
ephesusrestaurant.net

135 Castro Street   •   Mountain View

(650) 336-7613
cafeolympus.com

Mediterranean Cuisine

2014

954 Villa Street, Mtn View 

Open Monday: 4 PM 

Tuesday-Sunday: 11:30 AM Late night Menu! 

www.TiedHouse.com  •  650-965-2739 

Happy Hour 3:30-6 PM, Weekdays
$1.25 Half Pint Night 9-Close, Thursdays

Tied House 
Brewery & Cafe

Book Your Holiday Party with us NOW!
New Farm to Table Flat Bread Pizzas-New Winter Menu

Get local 

for the 

holidays
Contact your Mountain View Voice  

Sales Rep to learn how you can reach the local  
market with your holiday message.

650-326-8210

An easy and 
affordable way 
to advertise in 

print and online 
for the holidays

O N L I N E
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TAX SEMINAR

IMPACT OF TAX REFORM
ON LOCAL REAL ESTATE

Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country Club
3000 Alexis Drive, Palo Alto

Saturday, January 6th, 2018
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

®

RSVP@DELEONREALTY.COM 
650.543.8500 

Please join DeLeon Realty at our Real Estate Tax 
Seminar to learn about how Trump’s tax plan could 
impact the local market as well as other important 
real estate tax issues. 

Gain insight from Michael Repka, the managing 
broker and general counsel of DeLeon Realty. 
Michael holds a degree in finance, a law 
degree, and a Master of Laws (LL.M) in 
Taxation from NYU School of Law. Also, hear 
the latest market updates from founder 
Ken DeLeon, the most successful real 
estate broker in Silicon Valley and 
former economics professor. 

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information,  
please visit deleonrealty.com

Seminar is for prospective clients only.
No outside real estate professionals permitted.

C a l B R E
# 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4
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EDITORIAL

YOUR LETTERS

GUEST OPINIONS

By Lenny Siegel

A
s I meet with officials from neigh-
boring communities, I am struck 
that they are not only impressed by 

downtown Mountain View. They tell me 
their favorite restaurants. Yet a narrative has 
emerged within our community that down-
town is on the verge of self-destruction, that 
we should “pause” downtown development.
 Downtown development is not piecemeal. 
It is processed according to the Downtown 
Precise Plan, which has been updated four 
times since 2000, most recently in 2015 when 
the City Council voted to 
further restrict ground-
floor office uses. 
 To me the most important 
elements of that plan are:
  Encourage walkability
  Preserve the historic integrity of Castro 
Street
  Increase intensity near transit
  Protect adjacent residential 
neighborhoods
 What’s more, it articulates a vision that I 
think most of us support: “Downtown Moun-
tain View is the historic center and civic 
focus of the community, and the ‘heartbeat’ 
of the City. ... Castro Street is the functional 
and symbolic center of the downtown. It is 
a ‘townscape,’ with pedestrian-scaled street 
spaces, well defined by attractive buildings 
and activated by the many people who live 
and work there.”
 Though downtown — near our only 
regional transit lines — is an appropriate 
place for office expansion, any office develop-
ment absent residential growth exacerbates 

the jobs-housing imbalance. That’s why 
I have consistently questioned it. Yet we 
must maintain our perspective. Even if cur-
rently proposed projects are built, downtown 
buildings will represent a small fraction of 
citywide employment growth. If our focus 
is on the jobs-housing imbalance, it makes 
more sense to focus our resources on the East 
Whisman and Terrabella areas.
 Furthermore, it appears to me that down-
town employment has boosted, not damaged 
weekday lunch business. On-site cafeterias 
appear to be the exception, not the rule. 
Many offices have take-out and catering, but 

the food comes from the 
restaurants. If anything, 
downtown restaurants are 
victims of their own suc-

cess. So many people drive downtown to 
eat that it’s difficult to find parking at peak 
hours.
 The city is working hard to solve the park-
ing problem. We are installing a way-finding 
system to let drivers know where spaces are 
available; we are planning for shared parking; 
we are piloting valet parking and free Uber/
Lyft rides for visitors within Mountain View, 
and finally, we are building underground 
parking. We are not increasing the amount of 
land set aside for parking, nor are we building 
more above-ground garages.
 There’s more we can do to enhance our 
downtown. City staff is working on a Down-
town (non-restaurant) Retail Incentive pro-
gram. We can better protect the 300 block of 
Castro. We can convert the first three blocks 
of Castro (but not the cross streets) into 
pedestrian malls.
 We are already working on an affordable 

housing project, with subsurface parking, 
on Lot 12 (site of the Game-Day Farmers’ 
Market). Lot 12 is a great location for senior 
housing. In fact, when the council majority 
went along with the hotel developer’s choice 
of offices on Lot 8, those of us who preferred 
housing essentially extracted a promise that 
we would move ahead with housing on Lot 
12.
 I fear that calls for a downtown pause will 
undermine our efforts to build more housing, 
both market-rate and affordable. Already one 
of my colleagues has suggested that we halt 
the Lot 12 affordable housing project. 
 My biggest fear, however, is that the 
resources for developing a new downtown 
plan will be taken from the East Whisman 
plan and the Terrabella study. In those areas, 
property owners and developers have joined 
housing advocates in calling for both new 
market-rate and subsidized housing. We have 
an opportunity, if we act before the economy 
experiences a downturn, to combat the hous-
ing shortage by planning for a mix of new 
housing types in those neighborhoods com-
plete with retail, nearby schools, and transit.
 A pause in downtown development means 
a pause in planning for housing, and that 
means more people living in vehicles, com-
muting long distances, and leaving the area.
 I agree that there is room for improve-
ment downtown, but we need to get our facts 
straight about current conditions and then 
focus on solving problems, downtown and 
throughout the community.

Lenny Siegel is vice mayor of Mountain 
View and a resident of the greater down-
town area since 1972.

The ‘heartbeat’ of Mountan View

PULLING TOGETHER TO 
HELP RV DWELLERS

 Why is it that because the 
Mountain View police depart-
ment and city administrators 
failed in their communications, 
RV dwellers were told that their 
complaints would need to be 
taken to the Parking Violations 
Office in downtown San Jose? 
Aside from the heartlessness of 
the city’s response, driving that 
distance is an expense many RV 
dwellers can’t afford.
  With the utmost respect for 
city administrators and the 
police department: Please com-
municate more effectively and 
demonstrate some compassion 
for those less fortunate.
 A small group of Mountain 
View residents are contributing 
money to help repair the dwell-
ers’ RVs. Thanks to the fine work 
of Lisa Rogan (and others), and 

the support of Tom Myers from 
Community Services Agency, 
we’re working together to bring 
visibility to this issue and, per-
haps in a small way, enrich the 
lives of our RV residents. 
  I challenge City Council mem-
bers and other residents to do 
the same. Consider making a 
monetary contribution (via Com-
munity Services Agency). Like all 
Mountain View residents, none 
of us wants vehicles leaking on 
the streets. For this project to suc-
ceed, it’s going to take local vehi-
cle repair shops willing to pitch 
in. For those that do, Community 
Services Agency will pay you for 
your work. Remember, even a 
tiny contribution can make a big 
difference in a person’s life.
  Thank you and best wishes to 
all.

 Tim Orlando
Marilyn Drive

L E T T E R S
V O I C E S  F R O M  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

View

point

 See LETTERS, page 15

Guest Opinion
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LET’S WORK TOGETHER  
TO SAVE BUILDING

 During the Nov. 28 study ses-
sion, the City Council narrowly 
agreed to save the Weilheimer 
House by allowing it to be 
moved. The deal was far from 
perfect because it would have 
added another office building 
downtown.
 It did guarantee the preser-
vation of the beautiful home 
of one of the city’s founders 
and Mountain View’s only 
congressman, Arthur Free. It 
also meant that the Tied House 
site, which was formerly a dry-
cleaning facility, would finally 
undergo remediation for toxins 
that have leaked into the soil. 
Toxic cleanups are costly, and 
redevelopment is the only real-
istic way to fund them. A plan 
that cleaned up the site and 
saved the Weilheimer House 
sealed the deal for me. 
  At the Dec. 5 council meeting, 
the study session guidance was 
reversed when council member 
McAlister let us know he had 
changed his mind and now sup-
ports keeping the Weilheimer 
House in place. Unfortunately, 
saying no to the property own-
ers, who want to retire, does 
not necessarily mean the Wei-
lheimer House will be saved. 
Many people spoke on the 
importance of preserving our 
city’s history, but this par-
ticular preservation now seems 
unclear.
 So I want to ask you, as a com-
munity, to make sure that we 
work together to save this beauti-
ful, historic building if and when 
Chez TJs moves out.

Pat Showalter
Levin Court

(Pat Showalter is a Mountain 
View City Council member.)

WHO BENEFITS FROM 
LUXURY HOTEL 
DEVELOPMENT?
 How many high-end, boutique 
hotels does Mountain View 
need — there’s already a huge 
new one in the San Antonio 
development?
 The city has approved a hotel 
development on one of the 
Hope Street lots the city uses 
for ground-level parking, waiv-
ing the transient occupancy 
tax that would provide the 
bulk of the revenue to the city 
from the hotel. This particular 
development would create huge 
parking and traffic problems 
in the area for two years, and 
presumably huge profits to the 
developer and hotel operator, to 
compensate for the problems to 
the local residents and visitors to 
downtown Mountain View.
 In addition, we now have the 
proposal for a high-rise luxury, 
boutique hotel at the entrance of 
Castro from El Camino; I would 
assume the developers would 
ask for a seven- or eight-story 
hotel, and then compromise on 
only a five- or six-story hotel, 
where the other buildings in the 
area are one to two stories in 
height.
 Quite an entryway into his-
toric downtown Mountain View 
— an unaffordable hotel! There 
are very few (about zero) of my 
relatives who would be will-
ing to pay the prices for these 
hotels when they come to visit 
us — the prices quoted are far 
beyond what we’re willing (or) 
able to pay. They won’t benefit 
us in any way, they will create 
more traffic and more parking 
problems, as well as destroy the 
essential character of downtown 
Mountain View. 
 Who benefits from these 
developments? Not the residents 
of Mountain View! 

David Lewis
Oak Street

Viewpoint

650-948-0881

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Open Daily
8am-7pm

Prices Effective
12/13 thru 12/19   Happy Holidays

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

LARGE
SNOW
WHITE

ORGANIC LOCAL

CAULIFLOWER CARROTS
ORGANIC LOCAL

BUNCHED

LARGE
24 SIZE
FRESH

ORGANIC LOCAL

CELERY
ORGANIC LOCAL

NAPA CABBAGE

TIME TO BAKE

GLACE FRUIT
ALMOND PASTE

NOW IN STOCK
RAW ALMONDS

SHELLED WALNUTS

DRIED CRANBERRIES

MEDJOOL DATES

BLACK RAISINS

$6.99LB.
$7.99LB.
$3.79LB.
$9.99LB.

$2.49LB.
$149

TREE RIPE
SWEET
TASTY

HAWAIIAN

PAPAYAS
$299

LB.

$500FOR2

BUN.

SEEDLESS
STEM & LEAF
VERY TASTY

SATSUMA

MANDARINS
$199

LB.

LOCAL
COASTAL
TASTY

BRUSSEL

SPROUTS
$199

LB.

$400BUN2

¢99LB.

SHOP
LOCAL

SUPPORT
SMALL

BUSINESS

ORDER
NOW

YOUR FRESH
FRUIT BASKET

FOR THE HOLIDAYS

DRIED FRUIT
TRAYS
READY
TO SHIP

DIPPED
APRICOTS
NOW IN
STOCK

Professional & Personal Development

Learn more and register: continuingstudies.stanford.edu

WINTER2018

Featured Winter Courses:

Using Design Thinking and Simple Sketching Techniques to Ignite Innovation

Tools for Strategic Management • Marketing for Non-Marketing Professionals

Integrating the Internet of Things into Your Company • How to Think Like a Futurist

Playful Mindfulness • Leading Innovation: An Approach to Personal and Team Creativity

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus 
and online courses in liberal arts & sciences, creative writing, and

professional & personal development. All adults are welcome to attend.

Most classes begin the week of January 16. Enroll today!

LETTERS
 Continued from page 14

What’s on your mind?
 From City Hall politics and the schools to 
transportation and other pressing issues, the 
Voice aims to keep readers informed about 
their community. But we also want to hear 
from you.
 Tell us what’s on your mind by sending your 
letters to letters@MV-Voice.com. Or snail-mail 
them to: Mountain View Voice, P.O Box 405, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.
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LOCAL CHEFS DISH ABOUT THE PRESSURES  
AND REWARDS OF EARNING A MICHELIN STAR

By Elena Kadvany

L
osing its Michelin star 
in 2015 was a moment of 
reckoning for Madera in 

Menlo Park.
No stone went unturned, 

from purchasing new carpeting, 
glassware and napkins to refo-
cusing the menu. A new chef de 
cuisine was hired as the kitchen 
saw significant turnover and a 
downturn in business. 

“It was a very sobering 
moment,” said Reylon Agustin, 
who was executive sous chef at 
the Rosewood Sand Hill hotel 
restaurant at the time. “As a 
resume-builder, you don’t want 
to be part of the restaurant that 
lost the star.”

Madera regained its star this 
year, rejoining an exclusive club. 
Many chefs see Michelin stars as 
the most important accolade in 
the restaurant business — more 
than one restaurateur inter-
viewed for this article referred 
to it as the industry’s Oscars. 

Chefs say the rating drives 

them to perform at higher lev-
els and translates into benefits 
both tangible and intangible 
for restaurants. But their rela-
tionships with the ranking are 
complex. Michelin holds enor-
mous sway in kitchens — one 
local chef said he thinks about 
the star “constantly” — while 
others insist it doesn’t drive 
their decisions.

Following the most recent Bay 
Area Michelin stars announce-
ment in October, the Voice
spoke with Peninsula chefs and 
restaurant owners about the 
significance of the sought-after 
stars.

The rating is bestowed on 
restaurants across the globe 
each year by French tire com-
pany Michelin, which pub-
lishes the restaurant guide. For 
decades, the guide only covered 
European restaurants, but it 
expanded to the United States 
with a New York City guide in 
2006 and to San Francisco the 

MICHELLE LE

Jarad Gallagher, the executive chef at one-star Chez TJ in Mountain View, says he doesn’t believe 
fellow chefs who claim not to care about earning Michelin stars.

MICHELLE LE

Madera’s colorful kampachi plate. The restaurant earned, then lost a Michelin star, but gained it back 
after an overhaul of the menu and decor.

following year.
Restaurants can earn one, 

two or three stars based on vis-
its from anonymous Michelin 
inspectors. Michelin defines 
one star as “a very good restau-
rant in its category.” Two stars 
means a restaurant is “worth 
a detour” and the highest rat-
ing is for restaurants “worth 
a special journey, indicating 
exceptional cuisine” made from 
“superlative ingredients.” 

Many diners associate the 
stars with the best in fine-
dining, from creative tasting 
menus to impeccable service. 

The inspectors evaluate res-
taurants using five factors: the 

quality of the products, the 
mastery of flavor and cooking 
techniques, the “personality” 
of the chef in the cuisine, the 
dollar value and consistency 
between visits, said Michelin 
spokesperson Lauren Davis.

“There isn’t any other entity 
that chefs pay attention to,” 
said Jarad Gallagher, executive 
chef at Chez TJ in Mountain 
View. As for those who say 
they don’t care? “They’re full 
of sh--,” he said.

The star is part of the DNA of 
Chez TJ, which has a reputation 
as an incubator for chefs who go 
on to open their own Michelin-
starred restaurants. Chez TJ 
has had one star since the guide 
started covering the Bay Area.

The star sets an expectation 
that is felt throughout the res-
taurant, Gallagher said. 

“If you are producing food 
that is ... putting the restaurant 
in jeopardy of gaining a star or 
losing a star, you’ll hear very 
quickly,” he said. “Cooks know 
how difficult it is to work in 
Michelin-starred restaurants. 
Diners have a very high level of 
expectation. The price point is 
really high. All of the expecta-
tion and pressure follows with 
that.”

The internationally respected 
rating brings diners — and 
dollars — to restaurants. Gal-
lagher calls this the “Michelin 
millions” effect. He said the 
star is worth the equivalent of 
about $1 million of sales in a 
year at Chez TJ. 

The star sparked a high-profile 

dust-up at Chez TJ in 2009, 
when the restaurant’s rating 
went down from two to one 
stars, leading to the very public 
exit of then-chef Bruno Chemel. 
Owner George Aviet told the 
press at the time that Chemel 
was simply “incapable of earn-
ing two stars.”

Chemel left to open his own 
French restaurant in Palo Alto, 
Baumé. He set out to prove 
his critics wrong and quickly 
earned one, then two stars 
there, a rating he’s maintained 
every year since 2011. 

In an interview, Chemel said 
he has a different perspective 
on Chez TJ’s rating drop. He 
saw it as earning his first star, 
arguing that work done before 
he had taken over the kitchen 
belonged to his predecessor. 
(When the guide comes out, 
Michelin inspectors are already 
visiting restaurants for the next 
year’s ratings.) 

The star seems at once mean-
ingful and meaningless for 
Chemel, a native of France who 
grew up 30 minutes from the 
Michelin headquarters. His 
uncle worked for the tire com-
pany and his parents often took 
him to starred-restaurants.

Chemel said he needs no rec-
ognition and maintains impos-
sibly high standards solely for 
himself and his guests. Earning 
two stars is a “personal reward,” 
he said.

“I give pressure to myself to 
make better food and make my 
customer happy. I don’t really 
work for the Michelin,” he said.
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Independence 

Friendships

24/7 support

Sense of belonging

Cultural outings

Transportation assistance

The gift of an 
Avenidas Village 
membership lets 
your parents stay 
in the home they 

love, while keeping 
them active, safe 
and connected!

Stumped on What to  
Give Your Parents?

Give them the gift of:

Call (650) 289-5405 

or visit  

www.avenidas.org

5

p

( )

a guide to the spiritual communitya guide to the spiritual 
Inspirations

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men's organization.  
It's purpose is to support Catholic values in men and to support church 

and community needs. If you are interested in becoming a member 
please contact Alvin Cura at 650 469-3072 or www.kofc-sjc.org

Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All 

Children’s Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:10  Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012

www.losaltoslutheran.org

LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN
To include your 

Church in 
Inspirations

Please call 
Blanca Yoc

at 650-223-6596
or email  

byoc@paweekly.com

For more information please visit  
our website at www.mvwsd.org/register
Para información en español, visite nuestra página web.

Online registration opens on 
January 5.

OPEN ENROLLMENT 2018 – 19
(Kindergarten – 8th grade)

January 5 – February 2

o

OP

750 A San Pierre Way • Mountain View, CA 94043
650-526-3500 • www.mvwsd.org

VERONICA WEBER

Baumé’s golden osetra caviar with fennel and kiwi.

VERONICA WEBER

Chef Bruno Chemel left Chez TJ after it dropped from two Michelin stars to one. He opened Baumé in Palo 
Alto, which has been awarded two stars.

Yet he’s still aspiring for a third 
star — a “summit” he might 
never reach but that motivates 
him, Chemel said.

Chemel and other 
chefs described intense 
anxiety and pressure 
leading up the guide’s 
annual announce-
ment, which is usu-
ally made in the fall 
in the Bay Area. Chefs 
said Michelin typically 
sends a save-the-date to 
an awards party before 
the announcement, but 
it’s no guarantee: They’ve heard 
of chefs who got the invitation 
but no star. 

If a restaurant earns a star, the 
executive chef will get a brief call 
from a representative from the 
guide.

Peter Rudolph, the former 
executive chef at Madera, said 
there’s nothing quite like getting 
the first-ever call from Michelin. 

He led the restaurant to its first 
star only a year and a half after 
opening and back to its star sta-
tus after losing the rating in 2015. 

Rudolph has since left 
Madera.
  “I don’t think there’s 
any greater pressure 
than (what) a chef puts 
on himself to maintain 
the star,” he said.
  Despite what chefs 
describe as the some-
what nebulous nature 
of Michelin’s cri-
teria, losing the star 

prompted Madera to come up 
with a plan for how to address 
what they thought might be the 
shortcomings that led to the 
downgrade. 

In addition to cosmetic chang-
es, they re-centered the menu 
around the restaurant’s wood-
fired grill (Madera means “wood” 
in Spanish) and moved away 
from techniques like molecular 

gastronomy, Rudolph said.
Agustin, who took over as 

executive chef after Rudolph left 
this year, insists that the Madera 
team wasn’t “chasing the star,” 
but rather “chasing our craft.” 
There’s a house-of-cards-like 
danger in focusing on an exter-
nal rating with no clear defini-
tion, he said, a sentiment that was 
echoed by others.

“If we start to focus purely on 
‘this is the Michelin star and this 
is what we have to do to keep it,’ 
then I think that’s where we start 
to lose sight, because we think 
we know what it is but we don’t,” 
Agustin said.

“Michelin doesn’t tell you, ‘Do 
this and you’ll get this,” said 
Gallagher. “You have to come up 
with the path and the idea and 
pursue it.”

At The Village Pub in Wood-
side, the star is important but 

 See STAR POWER, page 18

Peter Rudolph
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2 hours of free transfers
with Clipper and EZfare.

Find out more at 
vta.org/fares

Starting January 1

Bond Oversight, Parcel Tax Oversight committees 
seek community representatives

not integral to the restaurant’s 
identity, said Tim Stannard, the 
founding partner of Bacchus 
Management Group, which owns 
the one-star restaurant. The 
company also owns the one-star 
Spruce in San Francisco.

He described The Village Pub 
as a neighborhood restaurant 
focused more on serving its local 
diners than obtaining an exter-
nal ranking. 

“It’s very important because 
of what it represents but it 
doesn’t drive decisions we make,” 
Stannard said. “We’re obviously 
extremely proud to be in the club 
and we’re very proud that our 
work is recognized, but we don’t 
identify ourselves exclusively as a 
Michelin-star restaurant.”

This doesn’t mean that there 
aren’t conversations in the kitch-
en, however, about whether a 
dish is “Michelin-worthy” or that 
Stannard doesn’t wince at the 
thought of losing the star. 

The company has debated 
going after a second star at 
both Village Pub and Spruce, 
Stannard said, but ultimately 
decided it would mean too sharp 
a departure from their identities 
as neighborhood restaurants.

But a new Bacchus Man-
agement restaurant coming to 
Redwood City next year will 
open with the express purpose 
of getting one star “right out the 
gate,” Stannard said. It will be 
an upscale neighborhood res-
taurant like The Village Pub but 
with an emphasis on premium, 
dry-aged beef.

The restaurant will open to 

an evolving, more “democratic” 
Michelin guide, Stannard and 
others said. 

While many diners think of a 
Michelin-starred restaurant as a 
white-tablecloth establishment 
with an extensive — and expen-
sive — tasting menu, the times 
appear to be changing. This 
year, the Bay Area’s two-star 
winners included restaurants 
like Lazy Bear, a communal 
dining experience that started 
as an underground pop-up in 
San Francisco, and Californios, 
the first Mexican restaurant 
in North America to earn two 
stars.

“It’s much more interesting ways 
of thinking about food,” Stannard 
said. “It’s not all gold-rimmed 
plates and gold faucets.” V

Email Elena Kadvany at 
ekadvany@paweekly.com

STAR POWER
 Continued from page 17

MICHELLE LE

Tim Stannard is the founding partner of Bacchus Management group, which owns The Village Pub in 
Woodside and Spruce in San Francisco. Both have one star, but Stannard says pursuing a second Michelin star 
would ruin their identities as neighborhood restaurants.

MICHELLE LE

The Village Pub’s delicata squash salad is served with candied pecans and brown butter crumble.
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M O V I E R E V I E W S

Coco (PG) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Daddy’s Home 2 (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Saturday    

Darkest Hour (PG-13)     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

The Disaster Artist (R)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Ferdinand (PG)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) (PG)    Century 20: Sunday    

Justice League (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Lady Bird (R) 1/2     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Murder on the Orient Express (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Shape of Water (R)    Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    

The Star (PG)    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Thor: Ragnarok (PG-13)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri (R)     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Wonder (PG)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Skip it
Some redeeming qualities

A good bet
Outstanding

For show times, plot synopses,  
trailers and more movie  
info, visit www.mv-voice.com  
and click on movies.

N O W S H O W I N G

Aquarius:  
430 Emerson St., Palo Alto  
(For recorded listings: 327-3241) 
tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa

Century Cinema 16:  
1500 N. Shoreline Blvd.,  
Mountain View  
tinyurl.com/Century16

Century 20 Downtown:  
825 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City 
tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto  
(For information: 493-0128) 
tinyurl.com/Pasquare

Guild: 949 El Camino Real,  
Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 
566-8367)  tinyurl.com/Guildmp

Stanford Theatre:  
221 University Ave., Palo Alto  
(For recorded listings: 324-3700)  
Stanfordtheatre.org

The best for ‘Last’
RIAN JOHNSON FINDS “A NEW HOPE” WITH ‘STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI’

1/2 (Century 16 & 20) 

COURTESY OF WALT DISNEY STUDIOS MOTION PICTURES

Daisy Ridley returns as Rey in “Star Wars: The Last Jedi.”

Setting aside for the moment 
the spaceships and lightsabers 
and critters, “Star Wars” has 
always been about a few core 
ideas: the clash of evil empire 
and mobilized do-gooders; the 
existence of a power greater 
than ourselves; the wars within 
and without ourselves; and love 
and family. George Lucas’ multi-
billion-dollar franchise also has 
told story after story about it 
always being darkest (or Dark 
Side-est) before the dawn. Tech-
nically, J.J. Abrams’ “Episode 
VII: The Force Awakens” was 
about all of the above as well, but 
it’s writer-director Rian Johnson 
who, with “Episode VIII: The 
Last Jedi”, better fulfills the 
promise of Lucas’ first subtitle: 
“A New Hope.”

Johnson, who previously wrote 
and directed “Looper” and 
“Brick,” embraces the familiar 
obligations of a “Star Wars” mov-
ie while making a strong effort 
to trick audiences into sitting on 
the edges of their seats. Though 
no one would have wished it, he 
gets help in this regard from the 
untimely death of Carrie Fisher 
(who returns as Leia Organa, 
princess and general). On a first 

viewing, it’s hard not to watch 
“The Last Jedi” without con-
stantly wondering how much 
more we’ll get of Fisher. It’s no 
spoiler to say that the filmmakers 
weren’t lying when they prom-
ised Fisher has a substantial role; 
in fact, the beloved Fisher gets 
to be the film’s font of centered 
wisdom, humor and heart.

By contrast, the other char-
acters — with the exception of 
Andy Serkis’ wickedly confident 
uber-baddie Snoke — mostly live 
in self doubt, fear, and despera-
tion. These include Rey (Daisy 
Ridley) and Luke Skywalker 
(Mark Hamill), the former tasked 
with returning the latter, “the last 
spark of hope,” to the scrappy 
Rebel resistance before it gets 
snuffed out by the empowered 
First Order. Luke, you see, is “the 
last Jedi” knight, and he’s deter-
mined to keep it that way, having 
been burned by personal failure. 
Will he get his Yoda on and train 
Rey? And what explains the cos-
mic connection of Rey, Luke, and 
the “raw, untamed power” that is 
First Order attack dog Kylo Ren 
(Adam Driver)?

While that trio attends to 
the space-opera theatrics, the 

metaphysics and mystery, Rebel 
fighters Poe Dameron (Oscar 
Isaac, still buddying up with cute 
droid BB-8), Finn (John Boyega), 
and welcome new face Rose Tico 
(Kelly Marie Tran) get up to the 
usual space dogfights, behind-
enemy-lines missions, and rebel 
stronghold defenses that keep 
“Star Wars” in eye-popping 
action. That’s as specific as I’ll 
get about the plot, which is best 
discovered in a movie theater. 
Suffice it to say that Johnson has 
happily recruited some bonus 
high-caliber acting support from 
Laura Dern and Benicio del Toro, 
and several familiar faces from 
previous “Star Wars” install-
ments crop up in supporting 
roles or cameos.

Johnson sticks with the “Star 
Wars” house style and seems 
pleased to have the opportunity 
to inspire children with this story 
of overcoming inner conflict 
to become one’s best self, the 
key ingredient being hope. The 
filmmaker injects his own per-
sonality and smarts with flippant 
visual and verbal humor (your 
mileage may vary) and a pinch 
of tart political commentary that, 
in hindsight, functions as a wink 

THE DISASTER ARTIST 
If it’s true that nothing succeeds like 
success, it stands to reason that something 
succeeds like failure. The movies have 
produced some truly terrible specimens, 
but perhaps none so successful as 
“The Room,” Tommy Wiseau’s 2003 
independent film that swiftly became 
notorious as one of the worst films ever 
made and, thereby, a cult “midnight 
movie” sensation. With “The Disaster 
Artist,” Palo Alto-raised actor-director 
James Franco tells the uproarious behind-
the-scenes story of “The Room,” with 
elaborate recreations of “The Room” 

to the franchise’s own fiscal haul 
(one character explains, “There’s 
only one business in the galaxy 
that will get you this rich,” and 
another nods, “War”).

Lucas quickly committed to 
the notion of rhyming “Star 
Wars” films, a tactic he used 
over the course of the original 
five sequels (in the musical 
vein, composer John Williams 
remains at it). Where Abrams’ 
“The Force Awakens” felt like 
“A New Hope” re-painted by 

numbers, Johnson’s “The Last 
Jedi” rhymes with “The Empire 
Strikes Back” in subtler ways, 
allowing for memorable new 
character dynamics, sights, and 
sounds assembled by a stellar 
team of motion-picture crafts-
men dedicated to honoring the 
old while staying on the light-
saber’s cutting edge.

Rated PG-13 for sequences of 
sci-fi action and violence. Two 
hours, 32 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

and its enigmatic maker.”The Disaster 
Artist” takes the perspective of aspiring 
young actor Greg Sestero (Dave Franco, 
James’ brother) on the weirdness that is 
Wiseau (James Franco). Working from 
Sestero’s memoir (with Tom Bissell) 
“The Disaster Artist: My Life Inside ‘The 
Room,’ the Greatest Bad Movie Ever 
Made,” screenwriters Scott Neustadter 
and Michael H. Weber (“(500) Days of 
Summer”) lean into the bromance of Greg 
and Tommy, beginning with a “meet cute” 
in a San Francisco acting class. Drawn to 
Wiseau’s fearless ambition and exotic 
cluelessness, Sestero hitches his star 
to Wiseau’s, and the two move to L.A. 
together as roomies pursuing the same 
dream. Rated R for language throughout 
and some sexuality/nudity. One hour, 43 
minutes. — P.C.

LADY BIRD 1/2
Trapped in a small car on a college 
road trip, a 17-year-old girl and her 
mother come to the end of a 21-hour 
audiobook of “The Grapes of Wrath.” 
Asked to sit with what she’s heard, the 
girl laments, “I wish I could live through 
something.”  Of course, she will. And 
her mother will be there, watching 
and fretting, as she does. This is the 
beginning of Greta Gerwig’s “Lady Bird,” 
a semi-autobiographical coming-of-age 
tale set in 2002 Sacramento. Christine 
McPherson (Saoirse Ronan) — or “Lady 
Bird” as she has chosen to rechristen 
herself — finds her hometown stultifying 
and provincial. She doesn’t have the 
easiest time navigating the halls of 
sibling schools Immaculate Heart of 
Mary (all girls) and St. Francis Xavier (all 

boys). The Catholic schools exacerbate 
her class-consciousness (“I’m from the 
wrong side of the tracks”), and senior 
year feels like one trial after another. 
Rated R for language, sexual content, 
brief graphic nudity and teen partying. 
One hour, 34 minutes. — P.C.

COCO 1/2
Already the highest-grossing film in 
Mexican cinema history, Disney-Pixar’s 
“Coco” takes up Mexican cultural 
traditions within the Pixar tradition of 
working hard to get “it” right. This time, 
“it” is D“a de Muertos, or the Day of the 
Dead, dramatized in the story of a boy in 
search of himself by way of an ancestor. 
In the fictional Mexican village of Santa 
Cecilia, 12-year-old Miguel Rivera (a 
pitch-perfect Anthony Gonzalez) idolizes 

the town’s dearly departed claim-
to-fame, singer-songwriter-movie star 
Ernesto de la Cruz (Benjamin Bratt). 
Miguel wants nothing more than to 
become a singer like his hero, but the 
other Riveras despise music, having been 
burned by a once-upon-a-time absent 
father who chose music over family. They 
promise Miguel a life working for the 
family’s thriving shoemaking business, 
but in secret, Miguel keeps his eye on the 
prize of musical stardom. A bit of magical 
realism later, Miguel finds himself in the 
Land of the Dead, meeting ancestors and 
hunting for his idol. “Coco” will send 
audiences young and old out with a song 
in their recently warmed heart. Rated 
PG for thematic elements. One hour, 49 
minutes. — P.C.
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H I G H L I G H T

MERIT SCHOLARS HOLIDAY CONCERT
Community School of Music and Arts’ Merit Scholarship Student Ensembles 

perform favorite classical and holiday selections to celebrate the winter season. 
Dec. 16, 5-6:30 p.m. Free. Community School of Music and Arts, 230 San Antonio 

Circle, Mountain View. arts4all.org/events/merit-scholars-holiday-concert

M O U N TA I N V I E W VOICE

THEATER 
A Holiday Mashup: The Nutcracker at 
Fox Theatre “Hip-Hop Nutcracker” returns 
this season to feature 17 hip-hop artists joined 
by dancers from Peninsula Ballet Theater. Dec. 
15, 7 p.m. Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway St., 
Redwood City. foxrwc.showare.com
Dragon Theatre Presents ‘A Very 
Merry Dorktale’ and Festival Dragon 
Theatre presents a unique version of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” The second 
half of the event is a festival with activities 
for kids; all proceeds go to Dragon Theatre 
and Geek Club Books. Dec. 17, 4:30-7:30 
p.m. Ticket covers refreshments and activity 
materials. Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway 
St., Redwood City. dragonproductions.net/
box-office/dorktales-story-time.html
Dragon Theatre Presents ‘Walt & 
Hans are: FRIGID’ Dragon Theatre presents 
a retelling of Hans Christian Andersen’s 
“The Snow Queen.” Dec. 15, 10:30-11:30 
p.m. Price includes one drink. Dragon 
Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., Redwood City. 
dragonproductions.net/box-office/latenight.html
TheatreWorks: ‘Around the World 
in 80 Days’ Set in the 1870s, “Around the 
World in 80 Days” follows fictional and fearless 
adventurer Phileas Fogg and his faithful valet 
as they circle the globe in an unheard of 80 
days. Nov. 29-Dec. 31, times vary. $35-$100; 
discounts for students and subscribers. Lucie 
Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
theatreworks.org

CONCERTS 
Aurora Singers present a ‘Cool Yule’ 
The 65-voice Aurora Singers present “Cool 
Yule,” a concert featuring upbeat melodies and 
jazzy arrangements by conductor Dawn Reyen. 
Family-friendly, sing-alongs, reception. Dec. 16, 
7 p.m. Auditorium seats sold out; lobby seating 
$5; children under 6 free. Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Palo Alto, 505 E. Charleston Road, 
Palo Alto. aurorasingers.net
Big Band Showcase directed by Ray 
Brown The SJW Alumni Big Band, Miles 
Ahead Combo and the Miles Ahead Big Band 
will be featured in this jazz showcase. Dec. 17, 
2-4 p.m. $10-$20.Dinkelspiel Auditorium, 471 
Lagunita Drive, Stanford. sto.stanfordtickets.
org/single/EventListing.aspx

Brandi Carlile: Winter Acoustic Tour 
The Grammy--nominated singer-songwriter, 
whose career was launched with the 2007 LP 
The Story, comes to Stanford University with 
longtime bandmates Tim and Phil Hanseroth 
(aka “the Twins”) as part of their winter 
holiday tour. Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m. $15-$80. 
Stanford Memorial Auditorium, Stanford. 
Search facebook.com/events for more info. 
Peninsula Cantare Concert The Peninsula 
Cantare presents its annual holiday concert. 
Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m. $30; discount for seniors, 
students. Covenant Presbyterian Church, 670 
East Meadow Drive, Palo Alto. meetup.com/
friends-food-drinks-and-books/events
Transeamus The Peninsula Women’s Chorus 
performs one of the great choral landmarks of 
the 20th century, Benjamin Britten’s “Ceremony 
of Carols.” Also on the program are newer 
double-choir works from Australia and New 
Zealand, plus holiday carols. Dec. 16, 2:30-4:30 
p.m. $20-$35. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 
Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. pwchorus.org
Winter’s Gifts: Family The Choral Project, 
a Silicon Valley-based choir, performs its annual 
holiday concert with the San José Chamber 
Orchestra. Dec. 16-17, times vary. $10, 
students/alumni; $25, seniors; $35, general 
admission. First Presbyterian Church, 1140 
Cowper St., Palo Alto. choralproject.org/tickets/

MUSIC 
Open Mic Open Mic takes place every 
Monday on the second floor of Red Rock 
Coffee in downtown Mountain View. It 
features free live music, comedy, poetry and 
a supportive atmosphere for experienced and 
new performers. Mondays, ongoing, 6:30 
p.m., sign-ups; starts at 7 p.m. Free. Red 
Rock Coffee, 201 Castro St., Mountain View. 
redrockcoffee.org/calendar
Open Mic Music & Poetry Wednesdays 
Open Mic Music & Poetry Wednesdays 
welcomes musicians and poets (21 and up) to 
share material appropriate for all ages. Sign 
ups at 6:30 p.m. The first performer starts at 
7 p.m. Wednesdays through Dec. 28, 7-9 p.m. 
Free. Los Altos Tasting Room, 366 Main St., Los 
Altos. byington.com/los-altos-tasting-room/
P.S. Acoustic Duo P.S., the acoustic duo of 
local musicians Peter Filice and Steve Siacoto, 
will play a range of classic rock, folk and R&B 
music. Dec. 22, 8-10 p.m. Freewheel Brewing 
Company, 3736 Florence St., Redwood City. 
freewheelbrewing.com

TALKS & LECTURES 
Taste of Science: Human memory 
and plant breathing Taste of Science, a 
science-outreach organization, brings scientists 
into the community to explain their work in 
understandable terms to the public. This month, 
Vinita Bharat of Stanford University will discuss 
learning, memory and the “Sushi Model.” Also, 
Michael Raissig of Stanford University will talk 
about how land plants learned to breathe. Dec. 
20, 7:30 p.m. $5. Scotty’s Bar and Grill, 548 
Emerson St., Palo Alto. 

FUNDRAISERS 
Christmas Tree Lot The Los Altos High 
School Christmas Tree lot at the corner of 
Castro Street and El Camino Real, in the 
Chase Bank parking lot, benefits sports teams 
at Los Altos High School. Nov. 24-Dec. 17; 
4-7:30 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
weekend. Free entry. El Camino & Castro St., 
749 W El Camino Real, Mountain View. 

FAMILY 
Bethlehem A.D. Rise City Church presents 
the largest living nativity in California, 
a re-enactment of Bethlehem on the 
night of the first Christmas, including 
volunteer actors as townspeople, Roman 
soldiers, sages and scholars. Live animals, 
refreshments, music. Dec. 21-23, 6-9:30 
p.m. Free. Bethlehem A.D., 1305 Middlefield 
Road, Redwood City. bethlehemad.com
Gift Wrap at Stanford Shopping 
Center Stanford Shopping Center has 
partnered with the nonprofit organization 
Home & Hope to offer gift-wrapping services 
in Center Pavilion. They will be accepting 
donations to fight local homelessness. Dec. 
12, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Donations welcome. 
Stanford Shopping Center, 660 Stanford 
Shopping Center, Palo Alto. 
Santa Photos at Stanford Shopping 
Center Stanford Shopping Center will host 
its annual Simon Santa Photo Experience 
for children and families this holiday season. 
Through Dec. 24, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Photo 
package costs vary. Stanford Shopping Center, 
660 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto. 

MUSEUMS & EXHIBITS 
Art Exhibit: ‘About Face: Intimacy 
and Abstraction in Photographic 
Portraits’ This exhibition considers the 
voyeuristic intimacy of the close-up portrait in 
13 photographs by celebrated photographers 
Ansel Adams, Imogen Cunningham, 
Barbara Morgan and Edward Weston. Each 
photograph captures a likeness and the mood 
set by the subject’s personality. Nov. 1-March 
4, 2018, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; 
open Thursdays until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
Art Exhibit: ‘Earthly Hollows: Cave 
and Kiln Transformations’ “Earthly 
Hollows: Cave and Kiln Transformations” 
examines the dynamic ways in which caves, 
be they mountain grottoes, kilns or tunnel-like 
chambers made of earth and clay, interface 
mundane and mystical realms. Oct. 18-March 
18, 2018; 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; 
Thursdays, open until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
Art Exhibit: ‘In Dialogue: African 
Arts’ “In Dialogue” represents the vibrant 
and dynamic arts of the continent and its 
diasporas. Drawing primarily from the Cantor’s 
own collection, it considers the arts of Africa 
to be rooted in a deep and rich history that 
is locally, as much as globally, connected. 
Through May 5, 2018, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed 
Tuesdays; open till 8 p.m. Thursdays. Free. 
Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at 
Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

Art Exhibit: ‘The Buddha’s Word’ This 
exhibition showcases Buddhist manuscripts 
and prints held at the Cantor and in Stanford 
libraries, ranging in dates from around the 11th 
century to the early 20th century. They come 
from various parts of the traditional Buddhist 
world, from Sri Lanka to Japan. Oct. 18-March 
18, 2018, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; open 
Thursdays until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu
Art Exhibit: ‘The Crown under 
the Hammer: Russia, Romanovs, 
Revolution’ Marking the centenary of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917 this exhibition 
examines the political, social and cultural 
upheavals that transformed Russia in the 
final decades of the Romanov dynasty 
and the first years of Soviet Communism. 
Through March 4, 2018, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
closed Tuesdays; Thursdays Free. Cantor Arts 
Center & Herbert Hoover Memorial Exhibit 
Pavilion, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
‘I Want the Wide American Earth: 
An Asian Pacific American Story’ 
The exhibition tells the rich and complex 
stories of the first Asian laborers arriving 
along the Gulf and Eastern American 
seaboards throughout the 17th and 18th 
centuries. From there, it tells stories of Asian 
immigrants finding homes and participating 
in key moments of U.S. history. Through Jan. 
7, Thursdays-Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. Free. 
Los Altos History Museum, 51 S. San Antonio 
Road, Los Altos. losaltoshistory.org
Nina Katchadourian: Curiouser This 
mid-career survey of artist Nina Katchadourian 
— who is based in Brooklyn but was raised 
on the Stanford University campus — explores 
several major bodies of her work including 
video, photography, sculpture and sound 
art. Through Jan. 7, Wednesdays-Mondays, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thursdays 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive 
at Museum Way, Stanford. events.stanford.edu

GALLERIES 
Bon Bons and Bubbly Timothy Adams 
Chocolates hosts an in-gallery tasting in 
honor of Adam Pendleton’s gallery, “Which 
We Can.” Dec. 20, 5-6:30 p.m. Pace Palo 
Alto, 229 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto. Search 
eventbrite.com for more info.

DANCE 
‘It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker’ Menlowe 
Ballet presents “It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker,” a 
production inspired by the 1940s Frank Capra 
film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” It’s set to the 
original Tchaikovsky score, with additional jazzy 
renditions from Duke Ellington. Friday-Saturday, 
Dec. 8-17, times vary. $28-$55; discounts 
for seniors and children. Menlo-Atherton 
Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield Road, 
Atherton. menloweballet.org
Argentine Tango Alberto’s Nightclub 
presents Argentine Tango on Sundays. 
Ongoing, 7 p.m. Cover charge: $10. Alberto’s 
Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., Mountain View. 
albertos.com/calendar
Bachata with Pantea Wednesday Hot 
Latin Nights with Pantea features bachata 
lessons for all skill levels. Doors open at 7:30 
p.m.; class starts 8 p.m.; social dancing at 9 
p.m. No partner necessary. Bachata is a form 
of music and sensual dance that originated 
in the Dominican Republic. Wednesdays, 
ongoing, 7:30 p.m. Cover charge: $10. 
Alberto’s Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., 
Mountain View. albertos.com/calendar
New York Style Salsa On2 with 
Victoria (Mambo Mondays) New York 
Style Salsa On2 with Victoria Mambo is held 
Mondays, with lessons for all skill levels. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Level 1 at 8 p.m.; 
level 2 at 9 p.m.; social dancing starts at 
10 p.m.- no partner necessary. For people 

21 years and older. Ongoing. Cover charge: 
$10. Alberto’s Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., 
Mountain View. albertos.com/calendar
Sabados Latinoamericanos Alberto’s 
NightClub presents Sabados Latinoamericanos 
(Latin American Saturdays) with reggae, hip 
hop, merengue, salsa, rock, pop music and 
more. Saturdays, ongoing. Cover charge: 
$10. Alberto’s Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., 
Mountain View. albertos.com/calendar
Salsa Fridays Salsa dance lessons every 
Friday for all skill levels. Doors open at 8 p.m.; 
beginner lessons start at 8:30 p.m.; intermediate 
lessons at 9:30 p.m. and social dance starts at 
10:15 p.m. No partner necessary. Ages 21 and 
older. Ongoing. Cover charge: $10. Alberto’s 
Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., Mountain View. 
albertos.com/calendar
Salsa With Pantea Salsa Tuesdays with 
Pantea features salsa lessons for all levels. 
Doors open at 7 p.m.; beginner lessons are at 
7:30 p.m.; intermediate lessons are at 8:30 
p.m.; social dancing starts at 10 p.m. Ongoing. 
$6, with college ID; $10, two-hour lesson and 
dancing. Alberto’s Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., 
Mountain View. albertos.com/calendar

FOOD & DRINK 
Pinot Noir Vertical Tasting Experience 
Byington Winery’s new Los Altos Tasting Room 
will host a pinot noir tasting. In addition to the 
tasting, participants will be offered a glass of 
the pinot of their choice. Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. $40. 
Los Altos Tasting Room, 366 Main St., Los Altos. 
byington.com/los-altos-tasting-room/

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Eating Disorders and Body Image 
Support Group This support group is 
designed for those struggling with eating 
disorders and body image dissatisfaction. 
The group is open to all ages, genders and 
types of eating issues. It is not a structured 
group; rather it is open for sharing, asking 
questions, offering and receiving support or 
just listening. Tuesdays, ongoing, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Free. El Camino Hospital, 2500 Grant Road, 
Conference Room C, Mountain View. edrcsv.
org/getting-help/support-groups/
Heartfulness Meditation In this class, 
participants will learn relaxation and meditation 
techniques with Heartfulness Certified 
Instructor Radhalakshmi Ramakrishnan. 
Mondays, through Dec. 18, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Free. Los Altos Library, 13 S. San Antonio Road, 
Los Altos. sccl.org/losaltos
Referral and Home Care for Seniors 
Community Services Agency’s Senior Case 
Managers will provide resources on home health 
caregiver assistance and Santa Clara County’s 
subsidized provider program. This session will 
not include any legal or financial advice. Dec. 
19, 11 a.m.-noon. Free. Mountain View Senior 
Center, 266 Escuela Ave., Mountain View. 

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
Drop-In Bike Clinic Professional bike 
mechanic Ryan Murphy will be available for 
advice and help with changing a tire, adjusting 
shifting and brakes, identifying a mysterious noise 
and more. Third Saturdays of the month, July 
15-Dec. 16, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. Mountain 
View Library, 585 Franklin St., Mountain View. 
mountainview.gov/depts/library/events

SPORTS 
Pickleball Pickleball is ideal for beginners or 
advanced players and is a racquet sport that 
combines elements of badminton, tennis and 
table tennis. Two, three or four players use solid 
paddles made of wood or composite materials 
to hit a perforated polymer ball, similar to a 
wiffle ball, over a net. Wednesdays, ongoing, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Free, Senior Center members, $3, 
non-members. Los Altos Senior Center - Hillview 
Community Center, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. 

TheatreWorks: ‘The Santaland Diaries’ “The Santaland Diaries,” written by David 
Sedaris, is a comedic one-man show about holiday hype. Dec. 5-23, times vary. $20-
$45; discounts for students and subscribers. Lohman Theatre, 12345 S. El Monte Road, 
Los Altos Hills. theatreworks.org
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Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW   
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a 
Newspaper print copy each week? 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure  
call 916-288-6011 or email  
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market? Gain 
an edge with California News Publishers 
Association new innovative website 
capublicnotice.com and check out the 
Smart Search Feature. For more informa-
tion call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release — the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES   
FAST - CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated . Same day offer! 
(951) 805-8661 WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.
COM (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401 (AAN CAN)

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

HIPPIE HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Massage for pain, senior care

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV. 
Most instruments, voice. All ages 
and levels 650-961-2192 www.
HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

Plant trees 10 ¢/ea Change lives!

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

Toyota 2000 Tundra  
2000 Toyota Tundra Sr5 In a great shape, 
150k miles, 4x4, automatic, V8 Cyl. 
$1500. Call or text: 2092651393

202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE  
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Mountain View High School Wear

Vintage Mountain View Mugs

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Fisher Price Jumper - $35

German Kitchen for 80% off  
European Kitchen Design 650-843-0754

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill-  
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

New 2017-18 Free Events Calendar - 
$00.

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE  
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages.  
Order now! 1-844-703-9774.  
(Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
Got Knee Pain?  
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace -little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1-877-857-5229 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN  
Anytime. Anywhere! No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!   
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be 
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch 
Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. 
American Made. Installation Included. 
Call 1-800-799-4811 for $750 Off.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Stop OVERPAYING  
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-397-6808 Promo Code 
CDC201725. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
3D Character Artist  
DeepMotion Inc. seeks a 3D Character 
Artist for its Redwood City, CA office. 
Create both high resolution 3D sculpts 
and final low polygon game assets. 
BS+ 1 yr exp. Mail resume & cvltr to: 
DeepMotion Inc., Attn: Cory Zhang, 3 
Twin Dolphin Dr Suite 295, Redwood 
City CA 94065. Must Ref 2017TL. 

BUSINESS  
HP Inc. is accepting resumes for 
the position of Business Strategy 
Specialist in Palo Alto, CA (Ref. 
#HPPALNISA1). Identify high-impact, 
long-term business strategies at the 
corporate, business, and/or regional 
level. Identify existing operational 
and new business opportunities, 
including market development, invest-
ment prioritization, and Mergers 
and Acquisitions and other growth 
strategies. 25% travel to various unan-
ticipated work locations throughout 
the U.S. Mail resume to HP Inc., c/o 
Andrew Bergoine, 11403 Compaq 
Center Drive W, MS M31290, Houston, 
TX 77070. Resume must include Ref. 
#, full name, email address & mail-
ing address. No phone calls. Must be 
legally authorized to work in U.S. with-
out sponsorship. EOE.

Engineering. Various Levels of  
experience  
Informatica LLC has the following 
position available in Redwood City, 
CA: Principal Consultant (Solution 
Delivery Manager) (PT-CA): Act 
as Project Manager for the overall 
initiative when there is no Project 
Manager assigned from the customer’s 
organization. Position based out of 
headquarters but may be assigned to 
unanticipated sites throughout the US, 
may require travel up to 75% and tele-
commuting may be permitted. Submit 
resume by mail to: Informatica LLC, 
Attn: Global Mobility, 2100 Seaport 
Blvd., Redwood City, CA 94063. Must 
reference job title and job code PT-CA.

Engineering. Various levels of  
experience.  
Informatica LLC has the following 
position available in Redwood City, 
CA: Senior Software Engineer (AF-
CA): As part of Informatica’s Rev team, 
work closely with architects and prod-
uct managers as well as collaborate 
with cross-functional teams in an Agile 
environment to work on the next gen-
eration UI design. Submit resume by 
mail to: Informatica LLC, Attn: Global 
Mobility, 2100 Seaport Blvd., Redwood 
City, CA 94063. Must reference job title 
and job code AF-CA.

MobileIron/UX Designer  
UX Designer (UXD-CZ) Responsible 
for user experience & info architecture 
for products. MS+1. Mail resume to 
MobileIron, Attn: Piper Galt, 401 E. 
Middlefield Rd, Mt. View, CA 94043. 
Must ref title & code.

560 Employment 
Information
AIRLINE CAREERS  
begin here — Get started by training 
as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 800-725-1563 
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services

624 Financial
Denied Credit??  
Work to Repair Your Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report 
summary & credit repair consultation. 
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm. 
(AAN CAN)

Do you owe over $10,000   
to the IRS or State in back taxes? Our 
firm works to reduce the tax bill or zero 
it out completely FAST. Call now  
855-993-5796. (Cal-SCAN)

Social Security Disability?  
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in 
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill 
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904. 
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM 
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

695 Tours & Travel
Tours, Vacation Packages  
and Travel Packages since 1952. 
Visit Caravan.com for details or call 
1-800-CARAVAN for catalog. (CalSCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV.  
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS 
Genie HD-DVR. $50/month for 2 Years 
(with AT&T Wireless.) Call for Other Great 
Offers! 1-866-249-0619 (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network  
Satellite Television Services. Now Over 
190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 
HBO-FREE for one year, FREE Installation, 
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Internet 
for $14.95 a month. 1-800-373-6508 
(AAN CAN)

DISH Network. 190+ Channels.   
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. 
$49.99/month (24 mos).Add High Speed 
Internet - $14.95 (where avail.) CALL 
Today & SAVE 25%! 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming. 20 yrs 
exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

754 Gutter Cleaning
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts  
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp. 
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas 
Maintenance, 408-595-2759 
jimthomasmaintenance.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam 
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex,  
650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls ONLY.

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic. 
903303. 650/388-8577

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
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The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

Fogster.com is a unique website  
offering FREE postings from communities 

throughout the Bay Area and an opportunity 
for your ad to appear in The Almanac,  

the Palo Alto Weekly, and the  
Mountain View Voice.
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775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering 
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 41 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View, 2 BR/2 BA - $3500

Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA 
518 Everett Ave APT B, Palo Alto, CA 
94301 

Charming one bedroom apartment just 
two blocks from University Ave.APT B 
unit with hardwood floors throughout. 
This place has a nice size living room 
with a closet, dining area connected to 
full size kitchen with garbage disposal 
and plenty of cabinets.There is a full size 
remodeled bathroom. There is on-site 
free washer/dryer, parking space avail-
able contact Via 

Legal
Notices

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
M&D BROTHERS LLC 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN636354 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
M&D Brothers LLC, located at 2040 
California St. Apt. 4, Mountain View, CA 
94040, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
M&D BROTHERS LLC 
2040 California St. Apt. 4 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 12/11/2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on November 29, 2017.  
(MVV Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017; Jan. 5, 2018)

NEW ZEALAND IN 2020 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN636475 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
New Zealand in 2020, located at 969 
Asilomar Terrace #6, Sunnyvale, CA 
94086-2438, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: A 
Corporation.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
SAN FRANCISCO SCIENCE FICTION 

CONVENTIONS, INCORPORATED 
969 Asilomar Terrace #6 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086-2438 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on December 1, 2017.  
(MVV Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017; Jan. 5, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: IRIS ANN LUBITZ 
Case No.: 17PR182396 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of IRIS ANN LUBITZ.  
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
JOSHUA DAVID LUBITZ in the Superior 
Court of California, County of SANTA 
CLARA.  
The Petition for Probate requests that: 
JOSHUA DAVID LUBITZ be appointed as 
personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.  
The petition requests author-
ity to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the person-
al representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration author-
ity will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on February 15, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 
in Dept.: 12 of the Superior Court of 
California, County of Santa Clara, located 
at 191 N. First St., San Jose, CA, 95113.  

If you object to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.  
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general 

personal representative, as defined in 
section 58 (b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.  
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 

a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any peti-
tion or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court 
clerk. 
Petitioner: 
Joshua David Lubitz 
422 Carlos Avenue 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
(650) 464-8289 
(MVV Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017)

fogster.comTM
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

WE MEASURE QUALITY BY RESULTS
Is Quality Important to You? 

496 First St. Suite 200
Los Altos 94022

Yvonne Heyl
Direct (650) 947-4694
Cell (650) 302-4055
yheyl@interorealestate.com
BRE# 01255661

Jeff Gonzalez
Direct (650) 947-4698
Cell (408) 888-7748
jgonzalez@interorealestate.com
BRE# 00978793
YvonneandJeff@InteroRealEstate.com
www.yvonneandjeff.com

Power of Two!

167 S. San Antonio Road  
LOS ALTOS  

apr.com  |  650.941.1111

JERYLANN MATEO 
Broker Associate Realtor

BRE# 01362250

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CHOOSE TO GET RESULTS THAT WILL LAST A LIFETIME
•  An Active Community Member • A Top Producing Agent
• A Skilled Negotiator                      • An Experienced Professional

The high-quality network that I have fostered 
extends beyond the Bay Area....

Experience the difference – Visit my website for  
information on Property listings, virtual tours, buying,  

selling, moving, schools, neighborhoods, and much more...

An Excellent Choice for all your Real Estate Needs

Cell: 650.743.7895
Direct: 650.209.1601

jmateo@apr.com 
www.jmateo.com

YOUR SUCCE S S  I S  OUR BUS INE S S !

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL BROKERS

ALICIA NUZZO
(650) 504-2394
alicia@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 01127187

ALICE NUZZO
(650) 504-0880
alice@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 00458678

Do You Know?

WE HANDLE ALL  
YOUR LEGAL 

PUBLISHING NEEDS

PLACE AN AD by EMAIL at 
ads@fogster.com
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STUNNING, CONTEMPORARY TOWNHOME WITH LOS ALTOS SCHOOLS

EXTENDED HOURS: FRIDAY, 9:30AM – 5:00PM   SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:00 – 5:00PM

2 BEDS     2 BATHS     APPROXIMATELY 1,796 SQUARE FEET     BUILT IN 2000     HIGH CEILINGS 

AIR CONDITIONING     SECURITY     2-CAR GARAGE     SOUGHT-AFTER LOCATION     EXCELLENT LOS ALTOS SCHOOLS

154MONTELENA.COM      $1,498,000

Your home is where our heart is

TROYER
GROUP

THE

154 Montelena Court
MOUNTAIN VIEW

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

LIZ BLANK
650.814.2773 
LIZ@DAVIDTROYER.COM 
DAVIDTROYER.COM
License# 01887904

DAVID TROYER
650.440.5076 

DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM 
DAVIDTROYER.COM

License# 01234450
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Named one of the Best Realtors in the United States by Real Trends

GALLI TEAM
MICHAEL GALLI
650.248.3076�|�GalliTeam@apr.com
BRE# 01852633

Buying or Selling a Home in 2018?  
Contact the Galli Team to learn more about our proven system!

Even in this tough market, The Galli Team  
got great results for our clients in 2017!


