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By Mark Noack

L
acking the money for an 
ambitious list of transpor-
tation upgrades, Mountain 

View officials are hoping the 
city’s new generation of busi-
nesses can pay for it. 

City officials plan to study 
three separate tax measure 
options that could go before vot-
ers as soon as next November. 
The measures could include a 
surcharge on future marijuana 
sellers, a new per-employee fee 
aimed at the city’s largest com-
panies, and an increase on local 
hotel fees intended to capture 
Airbnb and other short-term 
rentals. 

At a meeting earlier this month, 
City Council members signaled 
support for studying and pos-
sibly conducting polling for all 
three tax measure options. Extra 
tax revenues will be needed, 
they said, for an upcoming series 
of costly capital improvements, 
such as a new automated transit 
system and a series of grade sepa-
ration projects along the Caltrain 
line. 

The tax on large employ-
ers like Google would be the 
most complicated of the three 
options, involving a comprehen-
sive update of the city’s business 
license fees to put higher fees on 
large employers that draw heavy 
commuter traffic, according to 
city staff. This measure would 
likely borrow from similar poli-
cies in other South Bay cities with 
per-employee fees, such as San 
Jose and Sunnyvale.
 Earlier this year, San Jose 
updated its business license fees 

to charge companies with more 
than three workers up to $60 per 
employee as part of their license 
fee. If Mountain View adopted 
similar rules, it would generate 
about $3.2 million annually, 
according to staff estimates. 

Large tech employers are gen-
erating much of the local traffic, 
so using this pool of money to 
pay for transportation improve-
ments seems logical, said Coun-
cilman Lenny Siegel. He pushed 
for bringing forward a tax mea-
sure on the November ballot.

“2020 will be too late,” he said. 
“Mountain View is really grow-
ing, and I want to see us build-
ing a lot of housing — we need 
it — but if we don’t do something 
about the traffic, then we’re going 
to lose support for the housing.” 

Siegel hinted that officials 
of one of Mountain View’s 
“major employers” had actually 
expressed support for the pro-
posed fee in private talks with 
him. 

It remains unclear exactly what 
this proposed fee increase would 
mean for smaller businesses like 
retailers and restaurants. The 
standard business license fee in 
Mountain View currently costs 
about $30 per year, but the fee 
hasn’t been updated in more than 
30 years. 

Council members emphasized 
they would perform an outreach 
campaign and gather input from 
local business owners before 
moving forward with the plan. 

Another proposed idea for a 
future tax would be to raise the 
so-called transient-occupancy 

By Kevin Forestieri

I
n a bid to alleviate congested 
traffic on one of the Bay 
Area’s busiest highways, the 

Santa Clara Valley Transporta-
tion Authority (VTA) is explor-
ing whether to convert the 
median along Highway 85 into 
light rail, bus lanes or another 
transit-oriented option — all 
with the ultimate goal of getting 
cars off the road.

VTA staff are putting together 
what’s called an “alternatives 
analysis,” set to be released in 
early or mid-2018, showing the 
cost and feasibility of a transit 
system along the Highway 85 
median separated entirely from 

the rest of the general traffic 
lanes. Whichever option the 
transit agency’s board of direc-
tors approves, it’s expected to be 
partially or fully paid for with 
revenue from the Measure B 
sales tax that voters approved 
last year.

VTA’s SR85 Policy Adviso-
ry Board, composed of elected 
leaders throughout Santa Clara 
County, has weighed the options 
for how to ease the miserable 
commute on Highway 85 since 
2015, grappling with a gridlock 
problem that affects long stretches 
of the highway during the peak 
commute hours. A traffic analysis 
in 2015 found that the highway 
reaches stop-and-go conditions 
during the northbound morn-
ing commute from Almaden 
Expressway to De Anza Boule-
vard. The average speed from 
Homestead Road to Interstate 280 
at 9 a.m. is only 7 mph.

WEEKEND 16  |  GOINGS ON 20  |  MARKETPLACE 21

VTA weighs transit options for Highway 85
STUDY WILL EXPLORE LIGHT RAIL AND BUS RAPID TRANSIT ALONG THE CLOGGED CORRIDOR

City prepares trio  
of new taxes

MORE BUSINESS TAX REVENUE NEEDED  
FOR TRANSPORTATION UPGRADES

 See NEW TAXES, page 6

 See TRANSIT, page 6

MICHELLE LE

THE SEASON OF LIGHT
From snowmen and the Nutcracker soldier to the dueling Yoda and Darth, colorful characters shine 
on Mountain View Avenue each December, courtesy of the Horton family. It’s a holiday tradition that 
brightens not only the night but the lives of passersby, judging by the thank-you notes the Hortons 
receive. See the story and more photos on Page 14.
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‘We’re seeing a lot  
of people taking  

side roads  
to avoid 85.’

MOUNTAIN VIEW CITY COUNCILMAN 
JOHN MCALISTER
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LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR TEAM. 
HERE IS WHAT OUR CLIENTS ARE SAYING.

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

Judy Bogard-Tanigami
650.207.2111
judytanigami@gmail.com
CalBRE# 00298975

Sheri Bogard-Hughes
650.279.4003
shughes@apr.com
CalBRE# 01060012

Cindy Bogard-O’Gorman
650.924.8365
cbogardogorman@apr.com
CalBRE# 01918407

Cindy

Judy

SheriRanked among Top Agents
in Th e Wall Street Journal for the 

9th Consecutive Year

Our Clients Trust Us 

& Highly Recommend Us!

We Provide Individual Expertise Combined in a Successful 
Team Approach

“ I have known Judy, Sheri, and Cindy for the past 21 years as they helped 
us buy, and recently sell, our home. They are a fl awless team from start to 
fi nish and they make the process as easy and seamless as possible. They 
are the ultimate professionals and yet are also caring and compassionate 
individuals. Their expertise in real estate on the peninsula is unprecedented 
and their advice, judgement and negotiation skills are unparalleled. I 
recommend them as your real estate team without hesitation.” 

– Alison Taborek

We Listen Carefully & Communicate Effectively

“ We have worked with Judy, Cindy, and Sheri since 1973 and have always 
been impressed with their knowledge, experience, and helpfulness. They 
guided us through three different moves. Their expertise concerning which 
property to buy, when to put our houses on the market, and at what price 
continues to give us confi dence that we chose the right people to assist us 
with our real estate investments.” 

– Ann and George Limbach

91% of Our Business is Repeat Clients or Referrals

“ We have nothing but gratitude for Judy, Sheri, and Cindy and for the way 
they conducted the sale of our property and the purchase of our new home. 
They came up with ideas that uniquely addressed and solved our situation 
that I doubt any other team would have presented.” 

– Dick and Joanne Provines
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Have a question for Voices Around Town?  E-mail it to editor@mv-voice.com

Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
Asked in downtown Mountain View. Photos and interviews by Anna Krause.

“I don’t think it will affect me. 

Since I don’t work anymore 

I don’t rely on the internet as 

much as I used to.”

Gary Toepper, Mountain View

“It’ll make it more challenging, 

because a lot of homework 

is online now and basically 

everything everybody does 

is online, so if I’m suddenly 

blocked from part of the internet 

that might be a problem.”

Julia Conrad, Mountain View

“For those who aren’t very 

familiar with the internet and 

use it just for basic searches or 

maybe to keep track of bills ... 

especially if there’s a language 

barrier, I’m sure that there will 

be some ... inequality in access to 

internet resources.”

“I’m part of a startup so there’s 

definitely worry about if the 

startups will be at any disadvan-

tage to big companies because 

they won’t be able to compete 

with the prices that they can pay 

to get high-speed internet or to 

use other services.”
Jeremy Olson, Mountain View

H ti f V i A

“Imagine having to pay a fee to 

look at the sky.”
Sam Wong, Mountain View

How do you expect the repeal of net 

neutrality to affect you personally?

Have a question for Voices Around Town?  Email it to editor@mv-voice.com

100 W. El Camino Real, Suite 63A 
Mountain View (Corner of El Camino & Calderon) 
Email: Info@SmilesDental.com

SmilesDental.com | 650.665.5001

We at Smiles Dental  
wish all 
of you a 

very Merry 
Christmas  

&  
Happy 

Holidays!

650-948-0881

www.demartiniorchard.com
66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Open Daily
8am-7pm

Prices Effective
12/20 thru 12/26   

Merry Christmas
From Our Family to Yours

Holiday Hours:  12/24  8 to 6
        12/25  Closed
        12/26  8 to 6

MANDARINS
LB.

$199

SATSUMA

SWEET

AND

TASTY

TROPICAL

TREAT

PAPAYAS
HAWAIIAN

LB.

$299SEEDLESS
STEM
& LEAF
SWEET
JUICY

Your Everyday Farmers Market
Online at www.DeMartiniOrchard.com

TENDER
AND
TASTY

BRUSSEL SPROUTS CAULIFLOWER
ORGANIC LOCAL

LARGE

SIZE

ORGANIC LOCAL

CELERY
ORGANIC LOCAL

CARROTS

TIME TO BAKE

GLACE FRUIT
ALMOND PASTE

NOW IN STOCK
RAW ALMONDS

SHELLED WALNUTS

DRIED CRANBERRIES

MEDJOOL DATES

BLACK RAISINS

$6.99LB.
$7.99LB.
$3.79LB.
$9.99LB.

$2.49LB.
$149

$400LBS

FOR2

BUN.

$500F
O
R2

FRESH FRUIT BASKET
GREAT LAST MINUTE 

GIFT IDEA

CALL AND ORDER
NOW

SNOW
WHITE

$400BUN

FOR2

Mountain View Voice

Donate online at www.siliconvalleycf.org/mvv-holiday-fund

2017

Héctor Navarro, South San Francisco
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LocalNews

MAN ARRESTED FOR BOMB THREATS AT AVA’S
Police arrested a 44-year-old transient man Sunday evening 

after he allegedly claimed he planted a bomb in Ava’s Downtown 
Market & Deli. Police did not find any explosives in the store.

The suspect reportedly entered the store shortly before 8 p.m. 
on Dec. 17 and was seen picking up and putting down several 
items in the store. Witnesses say he became “agitated” and even-
tually yelled that a bomb had been placed in the store and could 
go off, according to police spokeswoman Katie Nelson.

The man left the store, but was later spotted by officers near the 
intersection of Castro and Mercy streets, where he was detained. 
Employees confirmed he was the same man who made the 
threats, Nelson said.

Store employees say they are familiar with the man, and that he 
has made threats in the downtown grocery store in the past, she 
said.

The suspect was arrested on charges of making criminal 
threats, and was booked into Santa Clara County Main Jail with 
bail set at $25,000.

ARMED MAN ARRESTED FOR COCAINE POSSESSION
A Mountain View teenager was arrested last week after he was 

found with bags of cocaine and a loaded firearm in his car during 
a traffic stop in the San Antonio area.

An officer pulled over the 19-year-old driver near the inter-
section of Miller and Del Medio avenues around 2:20 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, after he failed to stop at several intersections, 
blowing through red lights and stop signs, according to police 
spokeswoman Katie Nelson.

The officer asked the suspect to step out of the car after seeing 
smoke inside the vehicle and smelling a strong odor of mari-
juana — driving while using marijuana is still barred under state 
law — and subsequently searched the vehicle.

The officer found several bags of cocaine and a loaded handgun 
in the car; the young man was charged for being in possession of 
a controlled substance while armed, a felony. 

Nelson said there is no indication in the police report that the 
man was transporting the drugs for sale.

STEVENS CREEK TRAIL FLASHER ARRESTED
Mountain View police arrested a transient man last week after 

he allegedly exposed himself to people along Stevens Creek Trail 
on multiple occasions this month.

The 30-year-old man was arrested on Thursday, Dec. 14, 
around 1:30 p.m. following reports of a man exposing himself 
to someone on the trail, near Middlefield Road. An officer 
found and detained the suspect nearby on the 300 block of Easy 
Street, according to a statement by the Mountain View Police 
Department.

C R I M E B R I E F S

AUTO BURGLARY
1100 block N. Rengstorff Av., 12/13
400 block Hope St., 12/14
400 block Hope St., 12/14
400 block Hope St., 12/14
400 block Hope St., 12/15
1500 block Shoreline Blvd., 12/17
900 block W. El Camino Real, 12/18
W. Dana St. & View St., 12/18

BATTERY
500 block View St., 12/15

GRAND THEFT
500 block W. Middlefield Rd., 12/14

1000 block N. Rengstorff Av., 12/15
200 block O’Keefe Way, 12/18

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
100 block Avellino Way, 12/14
3400 block Stacey Ct., 12/14
1400 block Todd St., 12/14

STOLEN VEHICLE
1700 block Ednamary Way, 12/13
200 block O’Keefe Way, 12/17

VANDALISM
1900 block Gamel Way, 12/14
1 block Showers Dr., 12/15

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by 
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

  

 Healthy Teeth and Gums 
  That Last a Lifetime!

Don’t Wait!  
Call 650.969.6077  
for your appointment today! 2014

•  Experienced and Gentle 
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

•  New Patients Welcome!

• Free Consultations and 
Second Opinions

• Saturday Appointments 
Available

Conveniently located  
in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B  
Mountain View 94041 
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

Voted Best  
Dentist
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Democracy  
needs journalism.

Local journalism  
needs you.

Become a supporting member today. 

SIGN UP AT: 
www.SupportLocalJournalism.org/mountainview

A free and independent press is more 
important today than ever before.

Read us. Follow us. Engage with us. 
Support us.

O N L I N E

 See CRIME BRIEFS, page 10
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By Mark Noack

T
he Mountain View City 
Council gave its blessing 
earlier this month to a 

dense new residential project 
intended for tech workers on the 
outskirts of downtown.
 The proposal by Prometheus 
Real Estate Group calls for a 
five-story residential commu-
nity totaling 226 apartments to 
be built along Villa Street across 
from Chiquita Avenue. The proj-
ect wouldn’t include any afford-
able housing, but Prometheus 
pledged to pay $3.1 million to 
immediately help build afford-
able housing elsewhere in the 
city.
  Prometheus representatives 
promised that, by going with 
their proposal, more subsidized 
housing would ultimately be 
built, and more quickly. The 
housing developers said they 
would immediately write a $3.1 
million check to Palo Alto Hous-
ing to “prefund” three other 
affordable housing projects in 
the city. Giving this money now 
should speed up the affordable 
housing projects, allowing them 
to be ready for development up to 
two years earlier, said Jon Moss, 
Prometheus vice president.
 “(This) allows Palo Alto Hous-
ing to move forward on their 
entitlements faster than they 
would otherwise,” he said. “As a 
result, you’d get more affordable 
housing and more market-rate 
housing as well.”
 The Villa Street apartment 
project has changed dramatically 
since it was originally filed as a 

gatekeeper request nearly two 
years ago. Previously, the project 
called for building out the 3.3-
acre site with 240 apartments. As 
the public amenity, Prometheus 
had offered to build a park and 
affordable housing about a half-
mile away on Mariposa Avenue. 
That proposal received a luke-
warm reaction from the council 
and public speakers at a review 
earlier this year. 
 At the December study session, 
the design was heavily revised. 
Prometheus representatives said 
they had found a way to package 
a half-acre park into the apart-
ment project, and they empha-
sized that they had improved the 
design aesthetics. 
 In addition to the affordable 
housing, the council and city 
staff indicated they would seek 
new bike trails near the neigh-
borhood. Among the possibili-
ties, staff suggested the city could 
build a trail along the south side 
of the Caltrain tracks or along 
Villa Street. Many council mem-
bers favored another idea, build-
ing a new underpass or overpass 
to cross the Caltrain tracks and 
Central Expressway. 
 City staff promised they would 
study potential bike paths for the 
neighborhood and return to the 
council with specific options at a 
future date. 
 The council signaled its sup-
port for the Prometheus develop-
ment although it did not take a 
formal vote because the meeting 
was a study session. The project 
will continue to be refined and 
will be brought back to the city in 
the coming months. V

PHOTO COURTESY OF KIM COPHER

Saving a grove of seven trees at 575 Sierra Ave. has united residents in the Old Mountain View 
neighborhood. 

Massive housing plan  
wins council’s backing

DEVELOPER PROPOSES ADVANCING MONEY  
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

By Mark Noack

B
lockbuster plans to rede-
velop North Bayshore 
met with widespread sup-

port at the Dec. 12 City Council 
meeting, but for some, the real 
news from last week’s intense 
meeting was the fate of a small 
grove of redwoods. 
 A push to protect the red-
woods has touched a nerve in 
the Old Mountain View neigh-
borhood. Nearly two dozen 
residents appealed to the City 
Council last week in hopes of 
saving 10 heritage trees planted 
at 575 Sierra Ave. Those trees 
include seven mature redwoods, 

each around 80 feet high, would 
all be chopped down to make 
way for a new single-family 
home. 
 “The developer is willing to 
maximize profit on the backs of 
the destruction of an irreplace-
able asset,” said Kim Copher, a 
local real estate agent who also 
sits on the city’s Downtown 
Committee. “I’m not saying 
trees are more important than 
people, but they’re more impor-
tant than dollars.” 
 The neighborhood desire to 
save the Sierra Avenue red-
woods has launched an orga-
nized campaign that would 
rival any major advocacy issue 

facing the city. The group start-
ed a website and online peti-
tion that collected nearly 1,000 
signatures. In addition, Copher 
and her husband flew a drone 
to film a short video showing 
how the colossal trees fit into 
the neighborhood. 
 City officials say they’ve never 
before seen such uproar in 
Mountain View over the loss of 
trees.  
 “I really see this as a special 
outlier,” said Bruce Hurlburt, 
city parks and open space man-
ager. “Clearly, this has generated 
huge interest because there’s 

By Mark Noack

A
s a federal tax over-
haul bill makes its way 
to the White House for 

approval, Peninsula affordable 
housing advocates are seeing one 
glimmer of hope in the bill’s lan-
guage. A variety of tax subsidies 
crucial for low-income housing 
are being preserved in the final 
version of the law despite threats 
to end them.

 Affordable housing advo-
cates last week were worried 
the Republican tax plan would 
have entirely eliminated low-
income housing tax credits. This 
program, established under the 
Reagan administration, encour-
ages private investment in below-
market-rate housing by granting 
lucrative tax write-offs.
 Since its establishment, the tax 
credits have become the corner-
stone for financing affordable 

housing, helping build 3 mil-
lion homes across the country, 
including more than 8,700 on the 
Peninsula.
 By last week, both Republican-
led chambers of Congress had 
passed different tax bills, and work 
began on reconciling the two ver-
sions. The House version called 
for eliminating the tax-credit 
program entirely, prompting an 
outcry by housing advocates at the 
national and local level.

 In an example close to home, 
the affordable housing developer 
Palo Alto Housing has three new 
low-income housing projects in 
Mountain View that will rely 
on financing through federal 
tax credits. Those new projects 
include plans to redevelop a Taco 
Bell at 950 El Camino Road into 
a 70-unit apartment complex.
 Palo Alto Housing is also pur-
suing projects at two unspeci-
fied sites in the Terra Bella 

neighborhood that could result 
in up to 170 affordable units.
 These projects would have been 
severely hindered if the tax-credit 
subsidies were brought to a end, 
said Palo Alto Housing executive 
director Candice Gonzalez.
 “This would have meant los-
ing one of our main funding 
sources — you would have seen 
a halt to most of our affordable 

Old Mountain View residents rally  
to save neighborhood trees

PLAN TO CHOP DOWN SEVEN REDWOODS STIRS UP UNSEEN OUTCRY

Tax overhaul bill: Housing advocates see a silver lining
TAX CREDITS REMAIN INTACT IN FINAL VERSION OF TAX BILL

 See TREES, page 10

 See TAX OVERHAUL, page 11
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 Drivers are plagued by the 
same problems during the south-
bound evening commute as 
well, with similar conditions 
spanning from the Highway 101 
interchange in Mountain View to 
Fremont Avenue in Sunnyvale, 
and again from Bascom Avenue 
in San Jose to Highway 87.
 It’s no secret that Highway 85 
commuters, desperate to avoid 
the traffic snarl, are spilling 
out onto surface streets in the 
North County, said Mountain 
View City Council member 
John McAlister, who serves 
on the policy advisory board. 
Cars can be seen peeling off 
from Highway 85 onto Fremont 
Avenue every morning, head-
ing west, and splintering out to 
major thoroughfares including 
Foothill Expressway, El Monte 
Avenue, San Antonio Road and 
Springer Road as an alternative 
way to get to work.
 “What I hear from people in 
the community is that people 
are tired of the cut-through 
traffic,” McAlister said. “We’re 
seeing a lot of people taking side 
roads to avoid 85. Grant Road 
is really slammed in the morn-
ing and really slammed in the 
afternoon.”
 Measure B language carves 
out $350 million of tax revenue 
to alleviate the traffic troubles 
on Highway 85, and specifically 
calls on VTA to study a light rail 
or bus rapid transit option in the 
analysis, senior transportation 
planner Adam Burger told the 
Voice last week. Beyond that, he 
said, the policy advisory board 
can include whatever transit 
option it thinks best fits the 
highway.
 “The study can include any 
other future technology that 
is applicable, like autonomous 
transit solutions,” Burger said. 
“The public has suggested things 
like subways and gondolas ... 
and with each one there may be 
sub-options.”

 Surveys conducted last month 
show that of the 2,440 respon-
dents — a majority of whom live 
in San Jose and commute north 
on Highway 85 to get to work 
— about two-thirds were solo 
drivers enduring a long com-
mute each day. Among San Jose 
residents in particular, more 
than a quarter reported sitting 
in traffic for more than an hour 
each way. The farther people 
commuted to work, the more 
likely they were to consider a 
transit option if it were built 
along the Highway 85 median.
 “Age and home city correlate 
with an openness to transit and 
time sensitivity,” according to 

the survey. “Younger respon-
dents and San Jose residents are 
more open to taking transit and 
less time-sensitive.”
 What ought to be built in 
the median? It depends on 
whom you ask. Residents who 
attended three VTA meetings 
on the future of Highway 85 
last month, along with online 
respondents, were all over the 
map. Some demanded light rail 
or a frequent express bus service 
extending far south to Morgan 
Hill and Gilroy, while others 
advocated for more general use 
lanes to increase Highway 85’s 
overall capacity. Some residents 
expressed skepticism that light 
rail could work unless VTA 
found a way to speed up the 
service, and said that it would 
better serve commuters if it 
emulated Caltrain’s Baby Bullet 
express trains — which pri-
oritizes a handful of the busiest 
stations in order to speed up the 

commute times and offer more 
frequent service.
 Others argued for interim 
changes to the high-occupancy 
vehicle (HOV) lanes, which they 
criticized for being effectively 
useless and just as bad as the 
other lanes during the commute 
hours because it permits hybrid 
and electric vehicles. McAlister 
said he agrees, and that there 
needs to be a realistic incentive 
for people to carpool.
 “We need to get people, even 
when they have their electric 
vehicles, out of the HOV lanes 
because it defeats the purpose,” 
he said.
 While the solution may still be 

up in the air, the overwhelming 
majority of comments agreed 
that traffic on Highway 85 is 
nigh intolerable.
 “I avoid 85 like the plague dur-
ing commute hours,” one com-
menter wrote. “But it’s getting 
ugly as early as 2 (p.m.) so there 
is almost no avoiding it unless I 
take surface streets.”
 “I already carpool, take a 
corporate shuttle, etc.,” wrote 
another resident. “I do my part. 
Yet it still takes me more than an 
hour most days to get home — 
and I live around 15 miles door 
to door from my office. That’s 
crazy.”

A tight squeeze

 Building a project that spans 
all 24 miles of Highway 85 is 
bound to be full of challenges 
and complications. Over-cross-
ings and pedestrian bridges 
hang low above the highway, 
and the unused space in the 

median — the linchpin of any 
major transit option — narrows 
from a comfortably wide 46 feet 
to only 20 feet in the northern 
segments of the highway, mak-
ing it far too narrow for light rail 
or a fully protected bus-way.
 Many of the difficulties spring 
from the fact that Highway 85 
was built in two separate eras 
with different goals in mind, 
Burger said. The northern por-
tion of the highway spanning 
from Mountain View to I-280 
was completed in the 1960s, 
whereas the southern segments 
were completed in the 1990s. 
Only during the second phase 
of construction did Santa Clara 
County have a vision for light 
rail in the median, he said.
 The scope of the problem 
depends on the transit option. 
Bus lanes require 24 feet of 
right of way; light rail, 32 feet; 
and fully protected bus lanes, 
45 feet. That means the chosen 
option may require widening 
the median or, if that’s impossi-
ble, a grade-separated guideway.
 “We’ve got to make this ser-
vice go all the way up to the 
north, which would require 
massive reconstruction. That 
could be an aerial guideway,” 
Burger said.
 The cost of the Highway 85 
transit options will far exceed 
the available funding from Mea-
sure B. Early estimates put the 
cost of light rail at $3.8 billion 
to build and $595 per hour to 
operate; bus rapid transit is 
estimated to cost $1.2 billion to 
build and $187 dollars per hour 
to operate.
 Burger said those were pre-
liminary estimates for engi-
neering and construction costs 
and were done long before the 
alternatives analysis; VTA could 
cut costs in some areas. But he 
conceded that the total price tag 
will be hefty, and VTA staff and 
the policy advisory board will 
have to find ways to finance the 
project.
 “We played it safe in the early 
analysis, but it is a 10-figure 

cost and that’s well beyond what 
Measure B allocates,” he said. 
“The (board) will have to take 
a realistic approach to these 
goals.”
 What remains up in the air is 
where the route will terminate. 
Early assumptions for the proj-
ect put the northern tip of any 
Highway 85 transit option at 
the downtown Mountain View 
Transit Center, which links 
VTA services with Caltrain. 
McAlister said that would be a 
mistake, given that many com-
muters coming into Mountain 
View are headed to the jobs cen-
ters north of Highway 101, forc-
ing another transfer that would 
lengthen commute times and 
exacerbate traffic conditions on 
and around Castro Street.
 “That’s what people are com-
plaining about. With the VTA 
transit system it takes forever to 
get somewhere,” McAlister said. 
“We don’t want to have a main 
route that goes into downtown 
Mountain View, we don’t want 
to have all the shuttles and con-
gestion in downtown.”
 The city of Mountain View is 
simultaneously going through 
a similar process, exploring the 
possibility of using autonomous 
transit or a network of aerial 
vehicles to ferry people from 
the city’s transit center into 
North Bayshore and the NASA 
Ames Research Center, circum-
navigating the nearly at-capac-
ity conditions on San Antonio 
Road, Rengstorff Avenue and 
Shoreline Boulevard. McAlister 
said he hopes the concurrent 
studies will land on a similar 
technology aimed at getting 
more people out of cars, which, 
he said, is the only way to reduce 
congestion.
 “We can’t be putting cars on 
the street; we’ve got to go aerial to 
get people off the roads,” he said.
 The VTA board of directors is 
expected to vote as early as late 
next year on the final project for 
Highway 85. V

Email Kevin Forestieri  
at kforestieri@mv-voice.com

TRANSIT
 Continued from page 1

‘I avoid 85 like the plague during commute 
hours. But it’s getting ugly as early as  

2 (p.m.) so there is almost no avoiding it 
unless I take surface streets.’

COMMUTER, RESPONDING TO TRANSIT SURVEY

tax, which is basically a sur-
charge on hotel stays in the 
city. Mountain View now 
charges a 10 percent fee on 
hotel lodgings, but most other 
South Bay cities have pushed 
their rates higher. While they 
prepare a voter measure to 
raise the hotel fees, city staff 
said, they could also study 
expanding the tax to cover 
the surging local market for 
Airbnb and other short-term 
rentals. 
 A past investigation by the 
Voice found that the city is 
forfeiting about $1 million 

in annual revenues by not 
imposing hotel fees on about 
800 Airbnb rentals in the city. 
City legal staff say they lack 
sufficient authority to charge 
the fees, but they have also 
declined to follow the example 
of nearby cities by allowing 
Airbnb to set aside those taxes 
until formal regulations are 
drafted. 
 “Now is the time to get 
Airbnb taxed — we’re leaving a 
lot of money on the table,” said 
Councilwoman Pat Showalter. 
 A tax on future marijua-
na dispensaries in Mountain 
View also received council 
member support, although 
officially the pot industry is 

still prohibited in the city. 
Earlier in the same meeting, 
the council decided to place a 
temporary ban on dispensa-
ries opening in the city, which 
could be extended through 
2019. City staff say that time 
will be needed to fully prepare 
policies and regulations. 
 Despite that delay, discus-
sions of a future marijuana tax 
indicated that Mountain View 
would eventually allow pot 
dispensaries in the city. Sean 
Kali-rai of the Silicon Valley 
Cannabis Alliance urged the 
city to consider using some of 
the taxes to help pay for treat-
ment and “adverse impacts” of 
marijuana legalization. 

 For any of the tax options, 
city officials would need to 
decide whether to specify a use 
for the revenues. Under state 
law, tax measures with a spe-
cific purpose, such as paying 
for transportation improve-
ments, are required to get sup-
port from two-thirds of voters. 
Unspecified tax measures that 
go directly into the general 
fund need only a simple major-
ity to pass. 
 Councilman Chris Clark 
suggested that the city should 
play it safe. He said a tax mea-
sure could be written to suggest 
various possible uses without 
requiring that the revenues are 
spent on a specific project. 

 Mountain View’s three 
potential tax measures could 
have some company on the 
November ballot. The Moun-
tain View-Los Altos High 
School District is also con-
sidering a bond measure for 
November. Meanwhile, the Sil-
icon Valley Leadership Group 
and the Bay Area Council are 
pushing for a regional trans-
portation tax, which could join 
the same ballot.
 For Mountain View, “three 
measures on the ballot is some-
thing to be cautious about,” 
warned City Manager Dan 
Rich. “But we can explore it.” V

Email Mark Noack  
at mnoack@mv-voice.com

NEW TAXES
 Continued from page 1
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Holiday Fund
Mountain View Voice

Day Worker Center
The Day Worker Center of Mountain 
View provides a secure place for workers 
and employers to negotiate wages and 
work conditions. It serves workers with 
job placements, English lessons, job skills 
workshops and guidance.

Mentor Tutor Connection
Mentor Tutor Connection matches adult 
volunteers who serve either as mentors with 
under-served youth in high school or as 
tutors to students in elementary and middle 
schools in Mountain View and Los Altos 
school districts.

Community School of Music  
and Arts
The Community School of Music and Arts 
provides hands-on art and music education 
in the classrooms of the Mountain View 
Whisman School District.

MayView Community Health 
Center
The MayView Community Health Center 
in Mountain View offers primary care 
services to low-income and uninsured 
patients in northern Santa Clara County. 
No patient is turned away for inability to 
pay for services, which include prenatal 
and pediatric care, cancer screenings and 
chronic disease management. 

YWCA Support Network  
for Domestic Violence
This group operates a 24-hour bilingual 
hotline and a safe shelter for women and 
their children. It also offers counseling and 
other services for families dealing with 
domestic violence.

Community Services Agency
CSA is the community’s safety-net providing 
critical support services for low-income 
individuals and families, the homeless and 
seniors in northern Santa Clara County, 
including Mountain View, Los Altos and  
Los Altos Hills. 

Community Health Awareness 
Council
CHAC serves Mountain View, Los Altos, 
Los Altos Hills and seven school districts. 
Among the services it offers are school-
based counseling and programs to protect 
students from high-risk behaviors.

How to Give
Your gift helps children  
and families in need
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will 

be matched dollar for dollar to the extent 

possible and will go directly to  seven 

nonprofit agencies that serve Mountain 

View residents. Last year, more than 170 

Voice readers and the Wakerly,  Packard 

and  Hewlett foundations contributed  a 

total of  $101,000. We are indebted to 

the Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

which handles all donations, and deducts no 

administrative costs from your gifts, which 

are tax-deductible as permitted by law. All 

donations will be shared equally with the 

seven recipient agencies.

This year, the following  
agencies will be supported  

by the Holiday Fund:

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name _______________________________________________________

Business Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

_______________________________________ Expires _______/_______

Signature ____________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in the Mountain View Voice unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
2440 West El Camino Real, Suite 300 
Mountain View, CA 94040

The Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization. A contribution to this 
fund allows your donation to be tax deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

Mountain View Voice
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20 Anonymous ......... $6,920

David Russell ................. 500

Kanan Krishnan ............. 100

Frederick Butts ............... 500

Lora Henderson ............. 100

David Haedtler .............. 250

Marilyn Smith .................... *

Patricia Bubenik ............. 200

Vi Robertson .................... 50

Moira Turner ................... 75

Leona Chu......................... *

Linda Cook...................... 50

Kirsten & Kevin Hayes .... 200

Susan Tenney ................. 500

Andrea Gemmet .............. 25

Martha & Steven  
Cutcomb ....................... 275

Max Beckman-Harned .... 750

Robert Brown................. 250

Serge Bonte................... 150

Joe Mitchner .................. 150

Karl Schnaitter ............... 840

David Fung ....................... *

Debra Babcock .............. 100

Robert & Lois Adams ...... 500

Gail Nyhan & David Offen ..*

Lyle & Sally Sechrest ....... 100

Lawrence Rosenberg ...... 250

Sheri & Jerry Morrison .... 100

Ross Heitkamp ............... 100

Patricia Levinson .............. 50

Mei Hong ..................... 150

Eva Chang .................... 200

Ann & Bob Stenz ........... 200

Alan & Laura Kostinsky ....... *

Jeral Poskey ................... 500

Karen & David Keefer ..... 100

Anne Johnston ................... *

Crystal Chow ................ 100

Jim Cochran .................. 500

Kevin & Robin Duggan ....... *

Susan Perkins .................... *

Ed Taub & Sheri Giff ....... 108

Vi Robertson .................... 50

Judith Manton .................. 50

Leslie & Anita Nichols ......... *

Marily & Jim Kelly .......... 100

Feng Zhou ................ 10,000

Sally Evans .................... 250

Edward Perry ................ 200

Norma Jean Bodey  
Galiher ......................... 200

Andy & Liz Coe ............. 100

Kathleen Hall &  
Leslie Murdock ............... 500

Thomas Mucha .............. 350

Reese & Kathleen Cutler ...... *

Dory Meier ....................... *

Jackie Doda .................. 200

Denley Rafferty .............. 100

Dan Rich ........................... *

Linda & Glen Eckols .... 1,000

Bruce & Twana Karney ... 350

Marilyn Gildea  ................. *

Mitch & Barb Topol ........ 100

Tats & Rose Tsunekawa ... 150

Robert Rohrbacher  ............ *

Jamil Shaikh .................. 100

Gary & Yuko Kushner ......... *

Beverly Smolich ............... 50

E. Arcolino .................... 700

Mary & Christopher  
Dateo ........................... 500

Creger Family ................ 400

Michael Tugendreich ...... 100

Ellen Wheeler .................. 50

Jeff Segall ..................... 150

In Memory Of

Sally Corley .................... 50

My darling Angel, Megan 
Mathias ............................ *

Sylvia Villasenor ............ 200

Ernesto Alejandro .............. *

Molly Smith ....................... *

Sally Haydn-Myer .............. *

Laila Holombo  
& Bill Roggo .................. 300

Greg Fowler .................. 250

Dori .............................. 200

As a Gift for

Glen & Linda Eckols ....... 150

In Honor of

Jane & Gerald King ........ 500

Ed, Petros & Thalia ......... 160

Organizations

Packard Foundation .... 8,000

Hewlett Foundation  .... 8,750

Wakerly Family  
Foundation ............... 15,000

As of December 19, 2017,  
106 donors have donated $71,140  

to the Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund
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DONATE TO THE  
HOLIDAY FUND ONLINE:

www.mv-voice.com/holiday_fund

LocalNews

By Kevin Forestieri

T
he Community School of 
Music and Arts (CSMA) 
has been on a mission to 

spread art and music education 
to as many children as possible 
on the Peninsula. But lately, turn-
ing that mission into a reality has 
hit a consistent snag.

CSMA’s headquarters, known 
as the Finn Center at 230 San 
Antonio Circle, off San Antonio 
Road, has been packed to the 
brim for years. Every day from 2 
p.m. through the evening hours, 
the increased demand for art 
lessons and classes has surpassed 
the available space for profes-
sional artists and musicians to 
teach children at the nonprofit’s 
flagship location.

“We have every nook and 
cranny filled,” said Executive 
Director Vickie Grove. “Our 
school has operated on the site 
since 2004, when the Finn Center 
opened, and we have just over 
time filled up the space.”

In a Dec. 13 announcement, 
CSMA announced that it’s seek-
ing to change that, with plans 
and early funding in the works 
to expand the facility with a 

new wing dedicated to studios 
for private lessons, classrooms 
and flexible teaching space. The 
3,350-square-foot expansion 
would allow the school to sup-
port up to 25 percent more stu-
dents, Grove said.

CSMA has owned the land to 
the west of the Finn Center — 
including the former site of an 
auto repair shop — for over a 
decade, using it for extra parking 
during the most crowded hours 
of the day. The nonprofit was able 
to snap up the property thanks to 
Ruth and Roy Rogers, local  long-
time supporters of CSMA who 
helped purchase the property in 
2006, according to Sharon Ken-
ney, CSMA’s communications 
director.

 The auto shop was still doing 
business under its previous long-
term lease, with CSMA as its 
landlord, until last year, when the 
shop owner retired, Grove said. 

The wing would have tech-
savvy resources, allowing stu-
dents to dive into digital art and 
media classes, photography and 
video editing as well as digital 
composition for music classes 
and higher-level music theory, 
Kenney said.

The new wing was designed by 
Martin Hochroth of Artik Art 
& Architecture, and will look 
similar to the rest of CSMA’s 
headquarters.

CSMA is launching a pub-
lic fundraising campaign this 
month to help finance the expan-
sion, which is expected to cost 
around $4 million. The cost will 
be partially paid for through seed 
funding from big donors, includ-
ing the David and Lucile Pack-
ard Foundation, the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 
and Stephen Finn, who helped 
finance the existing campus now 
named after him.

Kenney said the expansion 
will be called the “Rogers Wing” 
in memory of Ruth Rogers, 
who died in September. Rogers 
launched an in-school music 
program at Bubb Elementary 
in 1981, which CSMA took over 
in 2002 and used as a model for 
its Music4All program in local 
public elementary schools.

Most of CSMA’s growth in 
recent years has been through 
music and art programs at pub-
lic school campuses rather than 

CSMA unveils expansion plans
NEW CLASSROOMS AND STUDIOS WOULD EASE NONPROFIT’S WAIT LIST

 See CSMA, page 11

By Kevin Forestieri

F
or victims of sexual assault 
and domestic violence, 
YWCA Silicon Valley can 

be many different things. It can 
be the tool that pulls women 
and children out of an abusive 
household like a zip line, or it can 
be the shelter that prevents dis-
placed families from sleeping on 
the street after fleeing violence.
 In addition to a roof over the 
heads of those needing to escape 
a violent situation,  the nonprofit 
provides residents throughout 
the region, including in the 
North County, with legal sup-
port, immigration services, child 
care and mental health counsel-
ing — a comprehensive network 
of services critical to helping 
people in dire situations.
 “The YWCA is one door to 
many solutions,” said YWCA 
Silicon Valley CEO Tanis Crosby. 
“We are the rape crisis center for 
Mountain View, for our com-
munity. We are here for survi-
vors of sexual assault, and we 
are also working in really close 
partnership to prevent domestic 
violence.”

 YWCA is one of seven non-
profit organizations that benefit 
from the Voice’s annual Holiday 
Fund. Donations to the fund are 
divided equally among the non-
profits and are administered by 
the Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation at no cost, so 100 
percent of contributions go to the 
recipients.
 Close to 40 percent of women 
in California experience physi-
cal violence from their partner 
in their lifetime, according to 
the nonprofit — a situation that 
forces many survivors to make a 
difficult decision to either endure 
the abusive relationship or face 
homelessness. YWCA cites mul-
tiple studies showing that from 
22 to 57 percent of homeless 
women are on the streets as a 
direct result of domestic violence.
 YWCA operates a confiden-
tial emergency shelter to offer 
a sanctuary for families fleeing 
domestic violence, aiding 190 

survivors over the 2016-17 year. 
But the demand far outweighs 
the 63 available beds in Santa 
Clara County, and 2,300 requests 
have to be turned down each 
year, according to the nonprofit.
 For the women who do get into 
the shelters, however, Crosby 
said a growing number are able 
to get back on their feet and find 
stable housing, thanks in part to 
rental subsidies provided by the 
nonprofit. Just a few years ago, 
only 7 percent of people leaving 
YWCA’s shelters had secured 
an affordable place to live. That 
number has since tripled, Crosby 
said.
 “Yes, there is still a big need,” 
she said. “Yes, we are still turn-
ing away far too many people 
because our shelters are too full, 
but we are also seeing significant 
traction, and that’s because of 
donor support.”
 YWCA services also include a 
24-hour crisis support hotline, 
child care support exceeding 
$330,000 each year, and mental 
health counseling and clinical 
therapy for parents and children 

YWCA’s mission: Helping  
survivors of domestic violence

REGIONAL NONPROFIT OFFERS SHELTER, LEGAL HELP AND CRISIS COUNSELING TO VICTIMS

 See YWCA, page 11
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Independence 

Friendships

24/7 support

Sense of belonging

Cultural outings

Transportation assistance

The gift of an 
Avenidas Village 
membership lets 
your parents stay 
in the home they 

love, while keeping 
them active, safe 
and connected!

Stumped on What to  
Give Your Parents?

Give them the gift of:

Call (650) 289-5405 

or visit  

www.avenidas.org
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a guide to the spiritual communitya guide to the spiritual 
Inspirations

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men's organization.  
It's purpose is to support Catholic values in men and to support church 

and community needs. If you are interested in becoming a member 
please contact Alvin Cura at 650 469-3072 or www.kofc-sjc.org

Bringing God’s Love and Hope to All 

Children’s Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship
10:10  Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor Gary Berkland

460 South El Monte (at Cuesta)
650-948-3012

www.losaltoslutheran.org

LOS ALTOS LUTHERAN
To include your 

Church in 
Inspirations

Please call 
Blanca Yoc

at 650-223-6596
or email  

byoc@paweekly.com

Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real  •  (650) 967-0851
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a large number of trees on the 
property; that’s why people are 
concerned.” 

All trees of a certain height 
and diameter are classified as 
heritage trees under the city’s 
ordinance, but Sequoia red-
woods of any size are explicitly 
protected. Under those rules, a 
property owner must first file an 
application before taking down 
any affected trees. Each tree must 
be considered independently on 
its own merits, Hurlburt said. 

Most requests to remove heri-
tage trees are granted by the city. 
Since July 2016, Mountain View 
received requests to remove 
about 430 trees throughout the 
city. The city granted permission 
to remove just under 280 trees, 
according to the Community 
Services Department. 

But those numbers could be 
misleading because far more 
heritage trees are being chopped 
down. Hurlburt said his depart-
ment does not track tree-removal 
permits that are packaged into 
development projects. That sub-
set is likely a large number — to 
name just one example, more 
than 200 trees were chopped 
down to make way for Google’s 
Charleston East office campus. 

The city’s Community Devel-
opment Department reportedly 
keeps track of these tree remov-
als, but department officials 
did not immediately respond to 
questions by the Voice. 

City officials say they are still 
reviewing plans for development 
and heritage-tree removal at 575 
Sierra Ave., which should take 
“several weeks.” 

If the tree removal is granted, 
opponents could appeal the 
decision. V

TREES
 Continued from page 5

The suspect is the same person 
who allegedly sexually battered 
and exposed himself to a woman 
in Mountain View on Dec. 9, 
according to police. The man was 
booked into Santa Clara County 
jail on two counts of indecent 
exposure.

Police believe there may be 
more victims who may have 
encountered the suspect, and 
are asking for anyone with more 
information to contact Detective 
Marco Garcia at 650-903-6356.

The Voice is not identifying 
the suspect in accordance with 
its policy on naming people 
who have been arrested but not 
charged by the district attorney’s 
office. The policy is available 
online at embarcaderomedia-
group.com/policy/arrest.

—Kevin Forestieri

CRIME BRIEFS
 Continued from page 4

 Santa Clara County officials 
launched a campaign today to 
inform jail detainees of free 
alternatives to bail as part of a 
challenge to safely reduce jail 
usage.

The multilingual “No Cost 
Release” campaign’s message 
will be spread by video, public 
access TV, the internet, posters 
and brochures inside jails and 
throughout the community.

County officials said the effort 
is part of the John D. and Cathe-
rine T. MacArthur Foundation’s 
Safety and Justice Challenge, a 
nationwide initiative to reduce 
over-incarceration.

County Chief Public Defender 
Molly O’Neal said, “In my mind, 
it’s long overdue. I think it ought 
to happen all over the state and 
all over the country.”

Free services have been avail-
able through the public defend-
er’s office since 1965. Pretrial 
services have been available 
since 1969, according to Javier 
Aguirre, the county’s director 
of re-entry services. He said 
detainees should be screened for 
pre-trial services.

“This is the first opportunity 
for the county to do a compre-
hensive information campaign 

in English, Spanish and Viet-
namese to inform individuals 
who have been arrested, inform 
their families and the pub-
lic about free pre-trial release 
alternatives to paying for bail,” 
Aguirre said.

The campaign’s goal is to tell 
detainees and people awaiting 
trial of their free pre-trial release 
options, rights to free criminal 
defense attorneys and access to 
free re-entry services.

The MacArthur Foundation 
awarded Santa Clara County a 
$50,000 grant to design and test 
reforms aimed at safely reducing 
jail usage as well as racial and 
ethnic inequality in the county 
justice system. The county is one 
of 20 jurisdictions to receive a 
grant.

 Until now, only information 
about commercial bail bonds 
and private criminal attorneys 
was available inside county 
jails.

In the past few years, alter-
natives to bail have become 
increasingly popular as county 
officials and others see how hard 
it is for low-income and home-
less detainees to pay bail and get 
out of jail before trial.

O’Neal said that jail time 

jeopardizes a detainee’s employ-
ment, which can lead to home-
lessness; it affects a detainee’s 
family, and hinders the detain-
ee’s ability to work with an 
attorney for his or her defense.

O’Neal said in a statement that 
being incarcerated “imposes 
an artificial incentive to plead 
guilty in order to get out, regard-
less of guilt or innocence.”

Research shows that detainees 
are more likely to be convicted, 
less likely to have their charges 
reduced and more likely to be 
sentenced to jail or prison, with 
longer sentences — even when 
the seriousness of the charges 
and their criminal histories are 
equal — than defendants who 
have been released.

Detaining someone is also 
costly for the county. It costs 
$159 per day to confine someone 
to jail compared with $15 per 
day for pre-trial supervision.

The county’s independent 
Audit Management Division 
estimated that between July 1 
and Dec. 31, 2011, the county 
could have saved $31.3 million 
in detention costs if detainees 
who were eligible were released 
on their own recognizance.

— Bay City News Service

Santa Clara County launches  
bail-alternative awareness effort

LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news headlines and 

talk about the issues at Town Square at 

MountainViewOnline.com
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Since 1957 
We have been wishing the Families 

of our Community 
“Merry Christmas” 

This Year, 
As in years past, 
We wish You Joy, 

Which is the Heart of Love 
at Christmas. 

From Our Family to Yours, 

Merry Christmas.

The Cusimano Family  Colonial Mortuary 
96 W. El Camino Real 

Mountain View, CA 94040 

(650) 968-4453 

“Independent, serving families with Dignity and Respect since 1957” 

Sherri Cusimano - FD942 
Matthew Cusimano - FD941 

FD1041
www,cusimanocolonial.com

housing development,” she said. 
“We would have had to rethink 
all of our projects and find new 
sources of funding.”
 If the tax credits were elimi-
nated, it would have meant that 
about 900,000 fewer afford-
able homes would be built over 
the next decade, according to 
the Novogradac & Company 
accounting firm.
 But even with tax credits 
remaining intact, the program 
is taking a hit: The value of 
these credits has plummeted 
for months as potential inves-
tors have anticipated a hefty 
reduction in the 35 percent 
corporate tax rate following the 
election of President Trump. 
That sudden loss of value near-
ly derailed a 67-unit affordable 

housing project at 1701 El 
Camino Real.
 The version of the bill passed 
by Congress this week calls 
for reducing this tax rate to 21 
percent. The bill passed with no 
votes from Democrats. 
 Taken altogether, the tax bill 
benefits the nation’s wealthiest 
citizens and does little to help 
citizens struggling for shelter, 
said Diane Yentel, president of 
the National Low Income Hous-
ing Coalition.
 “We should be increasing 
investments in solutions to the 
housing crisis impacting low-
income people across the coun-
try,” she wrote. “This bill will 
exacerbate our country’s already 
yawning income inequality and 
will harm efforts to end home-
lessness and housing poverty.” V

Email Mark Noack  
at mnoack@mv-voice.com

TAX OVERHAUL
 Continued from page 5

Finn Center program because 
of the dearth of available space. 
Keyboarding classes have been 
hosted in the back of one of the 
Finn Center rooms, and the 
hugely popular percussion pro-
gram — and its broad range of 
instruments and drums — can 
barely fit in the current building, 
Grove said.
 The expansion plans call for 
demolishing a storage shed 
to the west of CSMA’s cam-
pus, which will be converted 
into much-needed parking — 
an ongoing challenge for the 
school. The new parking lot 
will link with San Antonio 

Circle instead of forcing people 
onto San Antonio Road to find 
parking.
 The fundraising effort will 
include a benefit concert at the 
end of February, where interna-
tionally acclaimed pianist Mari 
Kodama will perform in CSMA’s 
Tateuchi Hall.
 “We are super thrilled to be 
able to offer her in such a small 
venue,” Grove said.
  Anyone interested in donating 
to the expansion can go the art-
s4all.org and click on the donate 
button. Contributions to the 
“capital campaign” will go 
toward funding the new west 
wing of the school. V

Email Kevin Forestieri  
at kforestieri@mv-voice.com

CSMA
 Continued from page 9

experiencing trauma from 
domestic violence; legal advice, 
and immigration and social ser-
vices are provided through the 
nonprofit’s North County Family 
Justice Center.
 The cascade of services often 
work in tandem. Crosby recalled 
one survivor who called the sup-
port hotline reporting that she 
was experiencing domestic vio-
lence, only to reveal she was also 
a victim of human trafficking. 
She received immediate support, 
crisis counseling and help fil-
ing for a T-Visa, allowing her to 
retain legal status in the country, 
she said.
 Rather than wait for victims 
to come forward seeking help, 
YWCA works with local police 
departments to identify survi-
vors of domestic violence. Cros-
by said law enforcement agencies 
throughout the county agreed to 
send in redacted police reports 
that involve a survivor of domes-
tic violence, allowing YWCA 

to contact the victim directly. 
A total of 1,444 survivors were 
helped in 2016-17 through this 
method.
 Among the domestic violence 
survivors helped by YWCA, 89 
percent are female, 80 percent 
are people of color and 84 per-
cent make $35,000 or less each 
year, according to the nonprofit’s 
2016-17 annual report.
 Crosby said all of YWCA’s offer-
ings converge to serve the same 
three goals: ending racism and 
violence, providing “real solu-
tions” to homelessness for victims 
of domestic violence, and ending 
what she calls the “education and 
prosperity gap” that women face 
in the workforce — particularly in 
high-paying tech jobs. The ambi-
tious goals also come with huge 
increases in funding as well, with 
the nonprofit’s annual revenue 
doubling to $10.2 million over the 
last two years.
 “We are absolutely on a mission 
to create real and lasting change,” 
Crosby said. V

Email Kevin Forestieri  
at kforestieri@mv-voice.com

YWCA
 Continued from page 9
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TAX SEMINAR

IMPACT OF TAX REFORM
ON LOCAL REAL ESTATE

Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country Club
3000 Alexis Drive, Palo Alto

Saturday, January 6th, 2018
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

®

RSVP@DELEONREALTY.COM 
650.543.8500 

Please join DeLeon Realty at our Real Estate Tax 
Seminar to learn about how Trump’s tax plan could 
impact the local market as well as other important 
real estate tax issues. 

Gain insight from Michael Repka, the managing 
broker and general counsel of DeLeon Realty. 
Michael holds a degree in finance, a law 
degree, and a Master of Laws (LL.M) in 
Taxation from NYU School of Law. Also, hear 
the latest market updates from founder 
Ken DeLeon, the most successful real 
estate broker in Silicon Valley and 
former economics professor. 

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information,  
please visit deleonrealty.com

Seminar is for prospective clients only.
No outside real estate professionals permitted.

C a l B R E
# 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4
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®

Alex Seroff
650.690.2858

CalBRE #01921791

650.690.2858 |  a l e x @ d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  w w w . d e l e o n r e a l t y . c o m  |  C a l B R E  # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4

WE DON’T 
GET 
GREAT 
LISTINGS.

Call today to 
see how we can 
transform your home 
for the best result: 

650.690.2858

DeLeon is a team constructed of agents, lawyers, contractors, interior designers, and 
marketers all dedicated to your success. It is our core philosophy to deliver exceptional 

services to you, our clients. Experience Silicon Valley real estate at its best:  
achieving prime results with a customer-forward approach. 

BEFORE

AFTER

WE MAKE 
GREAT 
LISTINGS.
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By Anna Krause

W
hen Melissa Horton began 
buying Christmas lights on 
clearance after the holidays 

way back when, she never expected 
them to become part of a beloved and 
enormous family collection.
 Now, over 10 years and 25,000 
Christmas lights later, the Horton 
lawn spends the month of Decem-
ber covered in brightly lit forms of 
all shapes and sizes, from Rudolph 
and candy canes to Darth Vader and 
Yoda.
 Each of these arrangements has a 
story behind it. When the Horton 
girls, Makayla, 6, Maya, 10, and Mica, 
13, were younger, their father, Mike 
Horton, created Sesame Street char-
acters with the lights. When the girls 
took an interest in ballet, he set up a 
“forest of light,” complete with bulbs 
that twinkle in time to Christmas 
music. 
 One year, the Hortons’ daughters 
requested a gingerbread house, so the 
family painted and decorated their 
playhouse. When some kids in the 
neighborhood requested Star Wars 
characters, Mike, a Star Wars fan 
himself, made Darth Vader and Yoda 
out of lights.
 This year, to satisfy Makayla’s 
requests for a dog, the family 
added a Christmas-light pup to the 
collection.
 Around 5 p.m. each evening at 1027 
Mountain View Ave., the lights go on, 
and the dryer and printer go off. The 

LocalNews

PHOTOS BY MICHELLE LE

The Horton family receives letters from grateful motorists and other passersby for their displays of holiday lights in the season 
of lights — a tradition of many years.

Bright lights 
FROM RUDOLPH TO YODA,  

COLORFUL CHARACTERS SHINE  
ON MOUNTAIN VIEW AVENUE

Local home 
and garden 
tips, events

 Looking for new skills to 
spiff up your home and 
garden? Does the thought 
of pulling a fragrant loaf of 
bread fresh from your oven 
excite you? Here’s a small 
roundup of classes scheduled 
for this and next month on 
the Midpeninsula.

Naturally ornamental

 It’s never too late to add 
ornaments to your tree. Visit 
Hidden Villa Farm on Sat-
urday, Dec. 23, from 9:30 
to 10:15 a.m., and again at 
1:30 p.m. to make orna-
ments from natural materi-
als. The program is covered 
by your entrance fee. Hidden 
Villa Farm is located at 26870 
Moody Road, Los Altos Hills. 
For more information, go to 
hiddenvilla.org. 

No need to knead

 If you’d like to learn some-
thing easy to bake, visit 
Hidden Villa Farm on Sat-
urday, Jan. 13, from 10 a.m. 
to noon and learn to bake 
Irish soda bread, a simple, 
no-knead loaf that’s ready to 
eat in an hour. You can add 
cheese, herbs, spices, fruit or 
nuts to this basic recipe, and 
learn about whole-grain and 
gluten-free variations. Cost 
is $20 per person. To register, 
go to hiddenvilla.org. Hidden 
Villa Farm is located at 26870 
Moody Road, Los Altos Hills.

The art of espalier

 Have you ever wanted to 
learn how to get a plant to 
grow up a wall in an espal-
ier? Lyngso Garden Materials 
will offer a clinic on Satur-
day, Jan. 27, from 10 a.m. to 
noon on “The Art of Espal-
ier.” Instructor Arnie Cortez 
will address how to grow 
the two-dimensional form of 
an espalier, either for fruit, 
hedges or for decorative pur-
poses. He will demonstrate 
the key elements of aesthetic 
and bonsai-style pruning. 
Lyngso Garden Materials is 
located at 345 Shoreway Road, 
San Carlos. To register, go to 
lyngsogarden.com. 

— Palo Alto Weekly
Hortons say they’ve blown their fair 
share of fuses when they forget about 
the lights, but that the inconvenience 
and high electricity bills are well worth 

it when they receive letters and thanks 
letting them know just how much joy 
the lights have brought into the lives of 
those who see them. V
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

MOVIE REVIEWS

BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENTWeekend

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

The Striped Pig  

delivers on  

civility,  

polished  

cuisine 

Review by  
Dale F. Bentson

Photos by  
Veronica Weber
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I
t rained, it poured, traffic was 
snarled and we were 30 min-
utes late for our reservation 

at The Striped Pig in Redwood 
City. We frantically called en 
route and the calming voice on 
the phone told us not to worry. 
When we finally made it, we 
were immediately greeted with 
a warm smile and assurance that 
all was well.
 Upon seating though, my din-
ing companion said she for-
got her reading glasses in the 
car. Instantly, a female staffer 
appeared with a selection of read-
ers draped over her arm. 
 “Happens all the time,” she 
said. 
 It was an astonishing attention 
to detail I hadn’t thought possible 
in a small downtown restaurant 
on a rainy weeknight. Usually, it’s 
the Michelin-star restaurants that 
show that level of civility. I had a 
good feeling about this place. 
 Opened in October 2015, The 
Striped Pig is an extended family 
affair. Andrew Mitchell and Al 
Pacheco are the chefs; Mitchell’s 
father, a contractor, built the res-
taurant, and his mother manages 
the books.
 The kitchen boasts impressive 
credentials. Mitchell earned a 
degree at the California Culinary 
Academy in San Francisco. His 
resume includes PlumpJack at 
Squaw Valley in Lake Tahoe, John 
Bentleyís in Redwood City, and 
the now-shuttered 231 Ellsworth 
in San Mateo, Station 1 in Wood-
side, and Kaygetsu in Menlo Park. 
 Pacheco trained at Le Cordon 
Bleu in San Francisco. He has 
worked in Michelin-starred res-
taurants, including The Village 
Pub in Woodside and Madera in 
Menlo Park. 
 The Striped Pig’s interior is 
compact and contemporary. The 
bar seats are upholstered, allow-
ing guests comfort while they 
scan the cocktail list or peruse 
the food menu. Tables surround-
ing the bar give the space a snug 
but not cramped feel. Conversa-
tion never competed with noise 
level. Groupings of colorful mod-
ernist acrylics on the walls add to 
the upscale vibe.  
 The small plates menu was 
compact, but dishes were well-
conceived and perfectly executed. 
The apple-based dry rub barbecue 
wings ($8), pieces of crisp chicken 
wings served in a mesh basket 
with a piquant dipping sauce, 
were spiced just right. The sauce 
left a lingering kiss on the lips.
 The bone marrow ($13) with 
brown-buttermilk crumble and 
chives was silky and rich; it 
was served with toast points for 
spreading the marrow and add-
ing crunch. 
 The artistically plated shrimp 
($16) was flanked with fried 

polenta and red watercress, plus 
a roasted piquillo pepper aioli. 
The piquillo, a medium-sized red 
pepper with a sweet and slightly 
tart taste, made for a delicious 
savory sauce. 
 There were several smaller 
small plates that made good 
appetizers: deviled eggs with 
chorizo crumble ($7); crisp fries 
with lemon aioli ($6); and mari-
nated olives with Manchego 
cheese, fennel and herbs ($7). 
 Speaking of herbs and veg-
etables, most of the seasonal pro-
duce comes from Mitchell’s own 
garden, about a mile away from 
the restaurant. The bar also uses 
his herbs in the craft cocktails. 
 The special one night was duck 
confit ($22) with chanterelles and 
shishito peppers drizzled with 
lavender honey. The duck was 
crisp, juicy and meaty.
 Small cavatelli pasta shells 

($19) bathed in squid ink came 
layered with wild mushrooms, 
pumpkin seeds, herbs and edible 
flowers. The pasta was accom-
panied by two delicious sauces, 
a butternut-squash cream and a 
Parmesan cream. 
 The flat iron steak with cau-
liflower sauce ($24) shared the 
plate with delicata squash that 
was roasted then puréed. The 
mouth-watering chunks of steak 
were seared rare. 
 Finally, the grilled swordfish 
($24) was thick-cut but cooked 
through. It was moist, fork-
tender and served with bacon-fat 
potatoes, broccolini and dollops 
of whipped lemon-butter.
 The best was yet to come: des-
serts. There were only two on the 
menu (three if we included the 
cheese plate). 

R E S TA U R A N T R E V I E W

Weekend

 Continued on next page

Far left: A charcuterie plate made in house at The Striped Pig features head cheese, country pâté, beef tongue and foie mousse. 
Above: Chris Wertman, bartender at The Striped Pig, prepares cocktails. The restaurant is known for its small plates and cocktails. 

Left: Colorful modernist acrylics on the walls add to the upscale vibe.
Right: Pork belly with white bean cassoulet, mirepoix and compressed 
apples, served with huckleberry pork jus. 
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 My dining companion, a self-
proclaimed pot de crème expert, 
declared Striped Pig’s take, with 
caramel sauce and whipped 
cream ($8), about the best she’s 
ever had. 
 The decadent hard root beer 
float ($8), which is 5 percent 
alcohol, had hints of vanilla, 
licorice and birch. It was served 
in a heaping mug with ice cream, 
whipped cream and chocolate 
shavings. It took me back to hot 
summer days in the Midwest, 
where similar soda fountain 
treats, called “black cows,” were 
served — but made sans alcohol 
and with cheap chocolate syrup 
squirted from a pump dispenser. 
The Striped Pig’s f loat was 
updated and unequivocally bet-
ter, but still nostalgic.
 The Striped Pig offers over a 
dozen craft and specialty cock-
tails ($12 to $16), plus draft beers 
and wines by the glass. 
 The front-of-the-house staff 
was excellent, headed by Gen-
eral Manager Natalie Ercolini-
Lastaria. Servers were gracious, 
helpful and attentive, and inter-
acted well with guests. Mitchell 
praised his team, both front and 
back of the house. 
 “After all,” he said, “that’s who 
makes it happen.” 
 I had no argument. V

Freelance writer  
Dale Bentson can be emailed  

at dfbentson@gmail.com.

Weekend

 Continued from previous page

Deviled eggs with Spanish chorizo and whole grain mustard.

D I N I N G N O T E S

The Striped Pig  
917 Main St.,  
Redwood City 
650-257-3710 

thestripedpig.com

Hours:  
Kitchen: Tuesday-Thursday 
5-9 p.m., Friday-Saturday 

5-10 p.m.

Bar: Tuesday-Saturday  
5 p.m. to closing.

full bar

street and 
city lots

Tuesday-
Thursday, 
5-6 p.m. 

$20

moderate

excellent

Credit Cards

Reservations

Children

Takeout

Outdoor dining

Alcohol

Parking

Happy hour

Corkage

Noise level

Bathroom  
cleanliness

Water System Flushing
The City of Mountain View is preparing 
to begin its annual water system flushing 
program.  System flushing is a process 
the City uses to maintain water quality by 
clearing water mains of sand and sediment 
that may have accumulated during the last 
year.  The City’s flushing program accounts 
for less than 1% of the overall water system 
use.  

northern City limit.  The City will post notices 

information about the City’s water system 

City personnel are in your neighborhood 
 

(650) 903-6329.

City of Mountain View

REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS

#PressOn

Support local journalism with  
a print or online subscription  
starting at only $5 /month

Visit:
MV-Voice.com/user/subscribe

O N L I N E
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Weekend

M O V I E O P E N I N G S

Call Me by Your Name (R)     Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    

Coco (PG) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Darkest Hour (PG-13)     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

The Disaster Artist (R)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Downsizing (R)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Father Figures (R)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Ferdinand (PG)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Greatest Showman (PG)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Justice League (PG-13) 1/2    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    

Lady Bird (R) 1/2     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Pitch Perfect 3 (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Shape of Water (R)     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    

The Shop Around the Corner (1940) (Not Rated)     
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

The Star (PG)    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Thor: Ragnarok (PG-13)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Three Billboard Outside Ebbing, Missouri (R)     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

The Wizard of Oz (1939) (G)    Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

Wonder (PG)    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Skip it
Some redeeming qualities

A good bet
Outstanding

For show times, plot synopses,  
trailers and more movie  
info, visit www.mv-voice.com  
and click on movies.

N O W S H O W I N G

Aquarius:  
430 Emerson St., Palo Alto  
(For recorded listings: 327-3241) 
tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa

Century Cinema 16:  
1500 N. Shoreline Blvd.,  
Mountain View  
tinyurl.com/Century16

Century 20 Downtown:  
825 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City 
tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto  
(For information: 493-0128) 
tinyurl.com/Pasquare

Guild: 949 El Camino Real,  
Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 
566-8367)  tinyurl.com/Guildmp

Stanford Theatre:  
221 University Ave., Palo Alto  
(For recorded listings: 324-3700)  
Stanfordtheatre.org

The love that dares speak its ‘Name’
ROMANCE TAKES ROOT IN LOVELY NORTHERN ITALY

 (Palo Alto Square) 

The orchard surrounding an 
American family’s sun-dappled 
Northern Italian 17-century villa 
bears peaches, cherries, apri-
cots and pomegranates. And 
that’s just the non-forbidden 
fruit in the sensual coming-
of-age romance “Call Me By 
Your Name.” The plot could be 
called a gay “Summer of ‘42” in 
its wistful pairing of a twenty-
something and a teenager, but 
director Luca Guadagnino and 
screenwriter James Ivory apply 
a soulful sophistication to the 
complexities of first love, even 
more troubling as “the love that 
dare not speak its name.”

Over six summer weeks in 1983, 
two young men meet, flirt, make 
passes, bond and develop a love 
for one another. Coltish 17-year-
old Elio (a remarkable Timothée 
Chalamet) shares the villa with 
his professor father (Michael 
Stuhlbarg) and translator mother 
Annella (Amira Casar), but must 
give up his room every summer 
to Mr. Perlman’s resident intern. 
This year it’s 24-year-old Ameri-
can grad student Oliver (Armie 
Hammer), and as Elio moves to 

the adjoining room, he explains 
the intimate arrangement, in 
which the two share a bathroom 
(“It’s my only way out”).

From the very start, Elio’s male 
gaze and precocious intellect 
take in everything about Oliver, 
from his strapping frame to his 
carefree attitude to his habit of 
ending a conversation with an 
insouciant “Later.” By film’s end, 
it’s clear that everyone here also 
takes loving notice of Elio: his 
noninterventionist parents, his 
friend and wishful girlfriend 
Marzia (Esther Garrel), and 
Oliver, who tempers his sexual 
interest with at least some mea-
sure of caution, both for the sake 
of discretion and Elio’s feelings.

As with most romances, “Call 
Me by Your Name” runs on 
conflicted emotions and social 
obstacles, here found in the sub-
text readable on faces and in anx-
ious body language (as well as in 
two Sufjan Stevens songs penned 
for the film: “Mysteries of Love” 
and “Visions of Gideon”). Inter-
est turns quickly to mutual 
annoyance then again to pained 
longing. When everything but 

the two men falls away, what 
remains is a deep connection, the 
nature of which the film doesn’t 
need to spell out. Some will see 
it as pure love, some as purely 
sexual desire, some as unadvis-
able, some as improper. But an 
eleventh-hour monologue by a 
key character, carefully, tenderly 
acknowledges its specialness to 
Elio and refuses to judge it as 
anything but a milestone to be 
cherished.

Working from André Aciman’s 
2007 novel, Ivory has crafted one 
of the finest screenplays of the 
year, and using it, Guadagnino 
has coaxed from his cast a film 
unmatched this year for life-
like rhythms and attention to 
human behavior. Since it’s also 
a travelogue filigreed with frag-
ments of antique European art, 
literature and philosophy, it’s 
also a gorgeous, reflective film 
that unfolds at a deceptively lazy 
pace: in point of fact, there’s not a 
moment in it that isn’t necessary.

Rated R for sexual content, 
nudity and some language. Two 
hours, 12 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

SONY PICTURES CLASSICS

Armie Hammer, left, and Timothée Chalamet star in “Call Me By Your Name,” a coming-of-age romance.

M O V I E R E V I E W S

STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI 
1/2

Setting aside for the moment the spaceships 
and lightsabers and critters, “Star Wars” 
has always been about a few core ideas: 
the clash of evil empire and mobilized 
do-gooders; the existence of a power 
greater than ourselves; the wars within 
and without ourselves; and love and family. 
George Lucas’ multi-billion-dollar franchise 

also has told story after story about it always 
being darkest (or Dark Side-est) before the 
dawn. Technically, J.J. Abrams’ “Episode VII: 
The Force Awakens” was about all of the 
above as well, but it’s writer-director Rian 
Johnson who, with “Episode VIII: The Last 
Jedi”, better fulfills the promise of Lucas’ first 
subtitle: “A New Hope.” Johnson embraces 
the familiar obligations of a “Star Wars” 
movie while making a strong effort to trick 
audiences into sitting on the edges of their 
seats. Though no one would have wished it, 
he gets help in this regard from the untimely 
death of Carrie Fisher (who returns as Leia 
Organa, princess and general). On a first 

viewing, it’s hard not to watch “The Last 
Jedi” without constantly wondering how 
much more we’ll get of Fisher. It’s no spoiler 
to say that the filmmakers weren’t lying 
when they promised Fisher has a substantial 
role; in fact, the beloved Fisher gets to be 
the film’s font of centered wisdom, humor 
and heart. Rated PG-13 for sequences of 
sci-fi action and violence. Two hours, 32 
minutes. —  P.C.

THE DISASTER ARTIST 

If it’s true that nothing succeeds like 
success, it stands to reason that something 

succeeds like failure. The movies have 
produced some truly terrible specimens, but 
perhaps none so successful as “The Room,” 
Tommy Wiseau’s 2003 independent film 
that swiftly became notorious as one of the 
worst films ever made and, thereby, a cult 
“midnight movie” sensation. With “The 
Disaster Artist,” Palo Alto-raised actor-
director James Franco tells the uproarious 
behind-the-scenes story of “The Room,” 
with elaborate recreations of “The Room” 
and its enigmatic maker.”The Disaster 
Artist” takes the perspective of aspiring 
young actor Greg Sestero (Dave Franco, 
James’ brother) on the weirdness that is 
Wiseau (James Franco). Working from 
Sestero’s memoir (with Tom Bissell) “The 
Disaster Artist: My Life Inside ‘The Room,’ 
the Greatest Bad Movie Ever Made,” 
screenwriters Scott Neustadter and Michael 
H. Weber (“(500) Days of Summer”) lean 
into the bromance of Greg and Tommy, 
beginning with a “meet cute” in a San 
Francisco acting class. Drawn to Wiseau’s 
fearless ambition and exotic cluelessness, 
Sestero hitches his star to Wiseau’s, and 
the two move to L.A. together as roomies 
pursuing the same dream. Rated R for 

language throughout and some sexuality/
nudity. One hour, 43 minutes. — P.C.

LADY BIRD 1/2
Trapped in a small car on a college road 
trip, a 17-year-old girl and her mother 
come to the end of a 21-hour audiobook of 
“The Grapes of Wrath.” Asked to sit with 
what she’s heard, the girl laments, “I wish 
I could live through something.” Of course, 
she will. And her mother will be there, 
watching and fretting, as she does. This 
is the beginning of Greta Gerwig’s “Lady 
Bird,” a semi-autobiographical coming-of-
age tale set in 2002 Sacramento. Christine 
McPherson (Saoirse Ronan) — or “Lady 
Bird” as she has chosen to rechristen 
herself — finds her hometown stultifying 
and provincial. She doesn’t have the easiest 
time navigating the halls of sibling schools 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (all girls) and 
St. Francis Xavier (all boys). The Catholic 
schools exacerbate her class-consciousness 
(“I’m from the wrong side of the tracks”), 
and senior year feels like one trial after 
another. Rated R for language, sexual 
content, brief graphic nudity and teen 
partying. One hour, 34 minutes. — P.C.
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The first step in planning your weekend starts here

• Music

• Eating out

• Movies

• Fun & free

• Art exhibits

• Theater

•  Lectures  
& learning

Your weekly email  

with tips and insights  

about hot events  

and cool activities 

SIGN UP AT

www.mv-voice.com/express/weekend

Presented by



December 22, 2017    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    21  

H I G H L I G H T

10TH ANNUAL SOUTH BAY HOLIDAY GOSPEL CONCERT 
The Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, a multiracial, multicultural group, will sing 
traditional holiday favorites under the direction of Terrance Kelly. Dec. 22, 7:30 
p.m. Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St., Mountain 

View. Search facebook.com/events for more information. 

M O U N TA I N V I E W VOICE

THEATER 
‘The 1940s Radio Hour’ “The 1940s 
Radio Hour” is a musical full of classic 
tunes, swinging dance numbers, five-part 
harmony and holiday cheer. Songs include 
“Ain’t She Sweet,” “Blue Moon,” “You 
Go to My Head” and “Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas.” $30-$38. Bus 
Barn Theatre, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. 
losaltosstage.org/
Sensory-sensitive performance: 
‘Around the World in 80 Days’ 
TheatreWorks presents a sensory-sensitive 
performance of “Around the World in 
80 Days.” Accommodations for this 
performance include a reduction in lighting 
and sound effects that may be jarring 
or startling; modification of the house 
lights during the performance; patrons 
can talk or leave their seats during the 
performance; access to resource materials 
to prepare; extra staff on hand at the 
theater; a judgment-free, no-shush zone. 
More info at 650-463-1960 and boxoffice@
theatreworks.org. Dec 27, 7:30 p.m. $35. 
Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, 
Palo Alto. Search facebook.com/events for 
more information. 
TheatreWorks: ‘The Santaland Diaries’ 
“The Santaland Diaries,” written by David 
Sedaris, is a comedic one-man show about 
holiday hype. Dec. 5-23, times vary. $20-
$45; discounts for students and subscribers. 
Lohman Theatre, 12345 S. El Monte Road, 
Los Altos Hills. theatreworks.org
Yaelisa Caminos Flamencos Flamenco 
artists from Spain and around California 
present traditional and improvisatory flamenco, 
led by dancer/choreographer Yaelisa and 
musical director and guitarist Jason McGuire. 
Dec. 22, 8:30 p.m. $27-$42. Angelicas, 863 
Main St., Redwood City. angelicasllc.com

CONCERTS 
10th Annual South Bay Holiday Gospel 
Concert The Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, 
a multiracial, multicultural group, will sing 

traditional holiday favorites under the direction 
of Terrance Kelly. Dec. 22, 7:30 p.m. Mountain 
View Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro 
St., Mountain View. Search facebook.com/
events for more information. 
AJ Crawdaddy Holiday Party 
Blues guitarist Angelo J. Rossi, aka “AJ 
Crawdaddy,” performs. He is most well-
known for his work with Marin-based pop 
group, Pablo Cruise. 21 and over. Dec. 
27, 7 p.m. $7. Club Fox, 2209 Broadway, 
Redwood City. clubfoxrwc.com
The China Cats - Tribute to the 
Grateful Dead The China Cats, a Grateful 
Dead tribute band, will perform their 
interpretations of the Dead’s music. Dec. 
29, 9 p.m. $15. Club Fox, 2209 Broadway, 
Redwood City. clubfoxrwc.com
Zeppelin Live at Club Fox Zeppelin Live, 
a Led Zeppelin tribute band, performs the 
full range of Led Zeppelin music, including 
the most complex and challenging songs. 
Dec. 23, 9 p.m. $18-$20. Club Fox, 2209 
Broadway, Redwood City. Search facebook.
com/events for more information. 

MUSIC 
Christmas Eve Festival Communion 
Christian interdenominational Christmas 
Eve service with the Rev. Professor Jane 
Shaw, dean for religious life, preaching and 
University Organist Dr. Robert Huw Morgan 
leading the music. Doors open at 7 p.m. and 
will close when the church reaches capacity. 
Dec. 24, 8 p.m. Free. Memorial Church, 450 
Serra Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu
New Year’s Eve Organ Concert Organist 
James Welch marks 25 years as organist 
of St. Mark’s Church in a recital of works 
by Bach, French and English composers 
and several California composers. Dec. 
31, 8-9 p.m. Free. St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 Colorado Avenue, Palo Alto. 
welchorganist.com
Open Mic Open Mic takes place every 
Monday on the second floor of Red Rock 
Coffee in downtown Mountain View. It 

features free live music, comedy, poetry and 
a supportive atmosphere for experienced and 
new performers. Mondays, ongoing, 6:30 
p.m., sign-ups; starts at 7 p.m. Free. Red 
Rock Coffee, 201 Castro St., Mountain View. 
redrockcoffee.org/calendar
Open Mic Music & Poetry Wednesdays 
Open Mic Music & Poetry Wednesdays 
welcomes musicians and poets (21 and 
up) sharing material appropriate for all 
ages. Sign ups start at 6:30 p.m. The first 
performer starts at 7 p.m. Participants are 
encouraged to drop in or reserve tables in 
advance. Wednesdays through Dec. 28, 
7-9 p.m. Free. Los Altos Tasting Room, 
366 Main St., Los Altos. byington.com/los-
altos-tasting-room/
P.S. Acoustic Duo P.S., the acoustic 
duo of local musicians Peter Filice and 
Steve Siacoto, will play a range of classic 
rock, folk and R&B music. Dec. 22, 8-10 
p.m. Free. Freewheel Brewing Company, 
3736 Florence St., Redwood City. 
freewheelbrewing.com

FESTIVALS & FAIRS 
Bethlehem A.D. Rise City Church 
presents the largest living nativity in 
California, a re-enactment of Bethlehem 
on the night of the first Christmas, 
including volunteer actors as townspeople, 
Roman soldiers, sages and scholars. 
Live animals, refreshments, music. Dec. 
21-23, 6-9:30 p.m. Free. Bethlehem A.D., 
1305 Middlefield Road, Redwood City. 
bethlehemad.com

TALKS & LECTURES 
Welcome to America! Welcome to 
America! is a family-friendly monthly 
program that introduces American culture 
and history to New Americans. Each 
session will focus on a selected topic and 
will include a short presentation, followed 
by an activity for the whole family. 
Registration for each session is available 
online. Fourth Thursday of the month, 

7-8:30 p.m. Free. Mitchell Park Library, 
3700 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Search 
cityofpaloalto.org for more information. 

MUSEUMS & EXHIBITS 
Art Exhibit: ‘About Face: Intimacy 
and Abstraction in Photographic 
Portraits’ This exhibition considers the 
voyeuristic intimacy of the close-up portrait in 
13 photographs by celebrated photographers 
Ansel Adams, Imogen Cunningham, 
Barbara Morgan and Edward Weston. Each 
photograph captures a likeness and the mood 
set by the subject’s personality. Through 
March 4, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; 
open Thursdays until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu 
Art Exhibit: ‘Earthly Hollows: Cave 
and Kiln Transformations’ “Earthly 
Hollows: Cave and Kiln Transformations” 
examines the dynamic ways in which caves, 
be they mountain grottoes, kilns or tunnel-like 
chambers made of earth and clay, interface 
mundane and mystical realms. Through 
March 18; 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; 
Thursdays, open until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu 
Art Exhibit: ‘In Dialogue: African 
Arts’ “In Dialogue” represents the vibrant 
and dynamic arts of the continent and 
its diasporas. Drawing primarily from the 
Cantor’s own collection, it considers the 
arts of Africa to be rooted in a deep and 
rich history that is locally, as much as 
globally, connected. Through May 5, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; open till 8 
p.m. Thursdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu
Art Exhibit: ‘Rodin: The Shock of the 
Modern Body’ This exhibition celebrates 
Auguste Rodin’s relentless pursuit to 
convey complex emotions, diverse 
psychological states, and pure sensuality 
through the nude. Ongoing, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; closed Tuesdays; Thursdays open 
until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 
Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu
Art Exhibit: ‘The Buddha’s Word’ 
This exhibition showcases Buddhist 
manuscripts and prints held at the Cantor 
and in Stanford libraries, ranging in dates 
from around the 11th century to the early 
20th century. They come from various 
parts of the traditional Buddhist world, 
from Sri Lanka to Japan. Through March 
18, 2018, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; 
open Thursdays until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor 
Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
Art Exhibit: ‘The Crown under 
the Hammer: Russia, Romanovs, 
Revolution’ Marking the centenary of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917, this exhibition 
examines the political, social and cultural 
upheavals that transformed Russia in the final 
decades of the Romanov dynasty and the first 
years of Soviet Communism. Through March 
4, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed Tuesdays; Thursdays 
open until 8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center 
& Herbert Hoover Memorial Exhibit Pavilion, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu
‘I Want the Wide American Earth: 
An Asian Pacific American Story’ 
The exhibition tells the rich and complex 
stories of the first Asian laborers arriving 
along the Gulf and Eastern American 
seaboards throughout the 17th and 18th 
centuries. From there, it tells stories of 
Asian immigrants finding homes and 
participating in key moments of U.S. 
history. Through Jan. 7, Thursdays-Sundays, 
noon to 4 p.m. Free. Los Altos History 
Museum, 51 S. San Antonio Road, Los 
Altos. losaltoshistory.org

Manuel Neri: Assertion of the Figure 
Manuel Neri explores the gesture, surface 
and materiality of the figure in plaster, 
marble, bronze and paper. This exhibition 
provides a glimpse into the artist’s creative 
process and his quest to define the figure. 
Through Feb. 12, Wednesday-Monday, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; closed on Tuesdays; Thursdays 
open until 8 p.m. Free. Anderson Collection 
at Stanford University, 314 Lomita Drive, 
Stanford. anderson.stanford.edu
Nina Katchadourian: Curiouser 
This mid-career survey of artist Nina 
Katchadourian — who is based in Brooklyn 
but was raised on the Stanford University 
campus — explores several major bodies 
of her work including video, photography, 
sculpture and sound art. Through Jan. 7, 
Wednesday-Monday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; closed 
on Tuesdays; Thursdays open until 8 p.m. 
Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at 
Museum Way, Stanford. events.stanford.edu

DANCE 
Argentine Tango Alberto’s Nightclub 
presents Argentine Tango on Sundays. 
Ongoing, 7 p.m. Cover charge: $10. 
Alberto’s Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., 
Mountain View. albertos.com/calendar
Bachata with Pantea Wednesday Hot 
Latin Nights with Pantea features bachata 
lessons for all skill levels. Bachata is a 
form of music and sensual dance that 
originated in the Dominican Republic. 
Class starts 8 p.m.; social dancing at 9 
p.m. No partner necessary. Wednesdays, 
ongoing. Cover charge: $10. Alberto’s 
Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., Mountain 
View. albertos.com/calendar
Sabados Latinoamericanos 
Alberto’s NightClub presents Sabados 
Latinoamericanos (Latin American Saturdays) 
with reggae, hip hop, merengue, salsa, rock, 
pop music and more. Saturdays, ongoing. 
8 p.m. Cover charge: $10. Alberto’s Salsa 
Studio, 736 W. Dana St., Mountain View. 
albertos.com/calendar
Salsa Fridays Salsa dance lessons for all 
skill levels. Beginner lessons at 8:30 p.m.; 
intermediate at 9:30 p.m. and social dance 
at 10:15 p.m. No partner necessary. Ages 
21 and older. Ongoing. Cover charge: $10. 
Alberto’s Salsa Studio, 736 W. Dana St., 
Mountain View. albertos.com/calendar
New Year’s Eve Waltz Lessons and 
Dance Oarty Waltz lessons and other 
ballroom dances will be featured at the 
Cubberley Ballroom New Year’s Eve party. 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m. $15. Cubberley Pavilion, 
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
cubberleyballroom.com

COMEDY 
Chopshticks, Featuring Daniel 
Storrow and the Lantern Girls This 
annual holiday show features comedian 
Daniel Storrow and the Lantern Girls, a 
world-renowned group of performers 
and musicians of traditional and fusion 
Chinese music and dance. Includes a 
traditional Chinese dinner. Dec. 24, 6:30 
p.m. $50-$70. Albert and Janet Schultz 
Cultural Arts Hall, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo 
Alto. paloaltojcc.org/chopshticks

SPORTS 
Pickleball Pickleball is ideal for beginners 
or advanced players and is a racquet sport 
that combines elements of badminton, tennis 
and table tennis. Two, three or four players 
use solid paddles made of wood or composite 
materials to hit a perforated polymer 
ball, similar to a wiffle ball, over a net. 
Wednesday, ongoing, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Free, 
Senior Center members, $3, non-members. 
Los Altos Senior Center - Hillview Community 
Center, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. 

TheatreWorks Presents ‘Around the World in 80 Days’ Set in the 1870s, “Around the World in 80 Days” follows fictional and 
fearless adventurer Phileas Fogg and his faithful valet as they circle the globe in an unheard-of 80 days. Through Dec. 31, times vary. 
$35-$100. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. theatreworks.org
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Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S  

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
Combining the reach of the Web with  

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living refer-
ral service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
144 million U.S. Adults read a 
Newspaper print copy each week? 
Discover the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free brochure call  
916-288-6011 or email  
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant in 
today’s highly competitive market? Gain 
an edge with California News Publishers 
Association new innovative website 
capublicnotice.com and check out the 
Smart Search Feature. For more informa-
tion call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS   
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release - the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES  
FAST - CASH - Any Condition.  
Family owned & Operated.  
Same day offer! (951) 805-8661  
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?  
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. 
Living expenses, housing, medical, and 
continued support afterwards. Choose 
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7. 
877-362-2401 (AAN CAN)

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

HUGE BOOK SALE JAN 13 AND 14

SAN ANTONIO HOBBY SHOP

TEDxGunnHighSchool 2018

130 Classes & 
Instruction
Massage for pain, senior care

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

Hope Street Music Studios  
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.  
Most instruments, voice. All ages  
and levels 650-961-2192  
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com 

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-800-731-5042  
(Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

Processing Donations

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE  
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Mountain View High School Wear

Vintage Mountain View Mugs

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Large mirrored vanity dresser - $FREE!!

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS  
from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill-  
Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

New 2017-18 Free Events Calendar - 
$00.

Mind
& Body

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE   
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor 
free. Works for men or women. Free 
month supply on select packages. Order 
now! 1-844-703-9774.  
(Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?  
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline Now!  
1-877-857-5229 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN   
Anytime. Anywhere! No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New Inogen One 
G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 1-844-359-3976.  
(Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step Walk-In Tub!   
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls 
can be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-
Slip Floors. American Made. Installation 
Included. Call 1-800-799-4811 for $750 
Off. (Cal-SCAN)

Stop OVERPAYING  
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-855-397-6808 Promo Code 
CDC201725. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
ENGINEERING  
Synopsys has openings in Mountain 
View, CA for IT Bus Analysts, Sr. II: 
Anal. & doc. bus reqs & create specs. 
docs. Req. MS in CS/ Bus. or rel. + 2 
yrs exp in SAP consult. (Alt. 6 yrs exp.). 
Multiple Openings. To apply, send 
resume with REQ# 14940BR to: print-
ads@synopsys.com. EEO Employer/Vet/
Disabled.

MARKETING  
HP Inc. is accepting resumes for the 
position of PSS Life Cycle Marketing 
Professional in Palo Alto, CA (Ref. 
#HPIPALRHDJ1). Represent the custom-
er - identify, define and communicate 
customer insights, pain points and 
needs. Own and support applications 
across the product lifecycle, spanning 
strategic planning to tactical  
execution. Mail resume to HP Inc. 
11403 Compaq Center Drive W, MS 
M31290, Houston, TX 77070. Resume 
must include Ref. #, full name, email 
address & mailing address. No phone 
calls. Must be legally authorized to 
work in U.S. without sponsorship. EOE.

MobileIron/Lead QA Engr  
Lead QA Engr (LQE-VK) Apply & 
enhance MobileIron methodologies 
& evangelize effective testing stan-
dards. MS+2orBS+5. Mail resume to 
MobileIron, Attn: Piper Galt, 401 E. 
Middlefield Rd, Mt. View, CA 94043. 
Must ref title & code.

Sight Sciences/Sr Quality Assurance 
Engr  
Sr Quality Assurance Engr (SQAE-CA) 
Assure compliance of tech aspects by 
successfully integrating activities w/
other functional areas in company. 
MS+2orBS+5. Mail resume to Sight 
Sciences, Attn Catalina Webb, 3000 
Sand Hill Rd, Bldg. 3, Ste. 105, Menlo 
Park CA 94025. Must ref title & code.

TECHNOLOGY  
Pure Storage, Inc. has following 
job opps. in Mountain View, CA: 
Member of Technical Staff (Software 
Engineer) [Req. #TTY84]. Dsgn & dvlp 
SW that allows co’s storage prdct to 
be fully integrated into container-
ized clustered & orchestrated apps. 
Solutions Manager — Microsoft 
[Req. #SLN15]. Define & manage all 
aspects of Business Apps Solutns for 
Microsoft workloads. Mail resumes 
refernc’g Req. # to: G. Vega,  
401 Castro St, 3rd Flr, Mountain View, 
CA 94041.

Business
Services

624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble  
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies, 
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call  
855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Denied Credit??  
Work to Repair Your Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report 
summary & credit repair consultation. 
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm. 
(AAN CAN)

Social Security Disability?  
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in 
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill 
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904. 
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM 
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
Information is power and content is 
King? Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain relevant 
in today’s hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California News 
Publishers Association new innovative 
website capublicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more information 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or  
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

695 Tours & Travel
Tours, Vacation Packages  
and Travel Packages since 1952. 
Visit Caravan.com for details or call 
1-800-CARAVAN for catalog. (CalSCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV  
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS 
Genie HD-DVR. $50/month for 2 Years 
(with AT&T Wireless.) Call for Other Great 
Offers! 1-866-249-0619 (Cal-SCAN)

Dish Network  
Satellite Television Services. Now Over 
190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 
HBO-FREE for one year, FREE Installation, 
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Internet 
for $14.95 a month. 1-800-373-6508 
(AAN CAN)

DISH Network. 190+ Channels  
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. 
$49.99/month (24 mos).Add High Speed 
Internet - $14.95 (where avail.) CALL 
Today & SAVE 25%! 1-844-536-5233. 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning  
We don’t cut corners, we clean them! 
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service 
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est. 
415/860-6988 

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING  
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups 
*Irrigation timer programming.  
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242  
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

754 Gutter Cleaning
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts  
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp. 
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas 
Maintenance, 408-595-2759 
jimthomasmaintenance.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Alex Peralta Handyman  
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint, 
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam 
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex,  
650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting  
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs. 
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls 
ONLY.

STYLE PAINTING  
Full service interior/ext. Insured.  
Lic. 903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing, 
artificial turf. 41 yrs exp. No job too 
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios

Palo Alto  
518 Everett Ave APT B, Palo Alto, CA 
94301 
 
Charming one bedroom apartment just 
two blocks from University Ave.APT B 
unit with hardwood floors throughout. 
This place has a nice size living room 
with a closet, dining area connected to 
full size kitchen with garbage disposal 
and plenty of cabinets.There is a full size 
remodeled bathroom. There is on-site 
free washer/dryer, parking space avail-
able contact Via 

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free  
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching  
hundreds of thousands  
additional people!!

INDEX
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The publisher waives any and all claims or 
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero 
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or 
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media 
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad 
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

TH INK GLOBALLY 
POST LOCALLY

Fogster.com is a unique website offering  
FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area  
and an opportunity for your ad to appear in The Almanac,  

the Palo Alto Weekly, and the Mountain View Voice.
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Legal
Notices

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
M&D BROTHERS LLC 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN636354 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
M&D Brothers LLC, located at 2040 
California St. Apt. 4, Mountain View, CA 
94040, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: A Limited 
Liability Company.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
M&D BROTHERS LLC 
2040 California St. Apt. 4 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 12/11/2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on November 29, 2017.  
(MVV Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017; Jan. 5, 2018)

NEW ZEALAND IN 2020 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN636475 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
New Zealand in 2020, located at 969 
Asilomar Terrace #6, Sunnyvale, CA 
94086-2438, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: A 
Corporation.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
SAN FRANCISCO SCIENCE FICTION 
CONVENTIONS, INCORPORATED 
969 Asilomar Terrace #6 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086-2438 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 

listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on December 1, 2017.  
(MVV Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017; Jan. 5, 2018)

ELASTIC HOUSING SERVICES 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN636803 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Elastic Housing Services, located at 100 
N Whisman Rd., Apt. 2113, Mountain 
View, CA 94043, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: An 
Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
JIANYUN XU 
100 N Whisman Rd., Apt. 2113 
Mountain View, CA 94043  
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 12/01/2017. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara 
County on December 14, 2017. 
(MVV Dec. 22, 29, 2017; Jan. 5, 12, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: IRIS ANN LUBITZ 
Case No.: 17PR182396 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, con-
tingent creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of IRIS ANN LUBITZ.  
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
JOSHUA DAVID LUBITZ in the Superior 
Court of California, County of SANTA 
CLARA.  
The Petition for Probate requests that: 
JOSHUA DAVID LUBITZ be appointed as 
personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.  
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-

sonal representative will be required to 
give notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files 
an objection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be 
held on February 15, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 
in Dept.: 12 of the Superior Court of 
California, County of Santa Clara, located 
at 191 N. First St., San Jose, CA, 95113.  
If you object to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.  
If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in 
section 58 (b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.  
You may examine the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
Petitioner: 
Joshua David Lubitz 
422 Carlos Avenue 
Redwood City, CA 94061 
(650) 464-8289 
(MVV Dec. 15, 22, 29, 2017)

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  

GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

(650) 996-0123  
BRE #00927794
www.ToriSellsRealEstate.com

Tori Ann Atwell
Broker Associate
Alain Pinel Realtors

T ORI ANN
A T W E L L

Whether buying or selling, calling me is your move  
in the right direction

SOLD by  
Pam Blackman
(partial list)

650.823.0308      Pam@PamBlackman.com 
www.PamBlackman.com       License 00584333

 Diversifying your portfolio?

 Moving closer to family?

 Ready for retirement living?

 Upsizing or downsizing?

 Simplifying life?

Ready for a change in 2018?

If your lifestyle change includes

BUYING  or SELLING 
a home, I can help.

PAM BLACKMAN
C E R T I F I E D  R E S I D E N T I A L  S P E C I A L I S T ®

S E N I O R S  R E A L  E S T A T E  S P E C I A L I S T ®N I O R S R E A L  E S T A T E  S P E C I A L I S TN I O R S R E A L E S T A T E S P E C I A L I SE C I A L I S TT ®®
C E RC E RE R
S E NS E NS E NS E N

167 S. San Antonio Road  
LOS ALTOS  

apr.com  |  650.941.1111

JERYLANN MATEO 
Broker Associate Realtor

BRE# 01362250

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CHOOSE TO GET RESULTS THAT WILL LAST A LIFETIME
•  An Active Community Member • A Top Producing Agent
• A Skilled Negotiator                      • An Experienced Professional

The high-quality network that I have fostered 
extends beyond the Bay Area....

Experience the difference – Visit my website for  
information on Property listings, virtual tours, buying,  

selling, moving, schools, neighborhoods, and much more...

An Excellent Choice for all your Real Estate Needs

Cell: 650.743.7895
Direct: 650.209.1601

jmateo@apr.com 
www.jmateo.com

WE MEASURE QUALITY BY RESULTS
Is Quality Important to You? 

496 First St. Suite 200
Los Altos 94022

Yvonne Heyl
Direct (650) 947-4694
Cell (650) 302-4055
yheyl@interorealestate.com
BRE# 01255661

Jeff Gonzalez
Direct (650) 947-4698
Cell (408) 888-7748
jgonzalez@interorealestate.com
BRE# 00978793

YvonneandJeff@InteroRealEstate.com
www.yvonneandjeff.com

Power of Two!

Do You Know?



DAVID TROYER  License# 01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

Your home is where our heart is

TROYER
GROUP

THE

A Troyer Sale Is Near
(Sung to the tune of “Christmastime Is Here,” 
from the Peanuts A Charlie Brown Christmas)

A Troyer sale is near 
He specializes here 

He sells them all, homes big and small 
His clients fill with cheer

Prepping homes with care 
Broken stuff repaired 

The floors will shine, the yard looks fine 
His team’s beyond compare

He markets everywhere 
Instagrams with flair 

He’ll list it right on foreign sites 
His Facebook is to share

A Troyer sale is near 
An open house appears 

The buyers flock around the block 
The word is out it’s clear

Offers in the air 
He’s aware what’s fair 
You decide by fireside 

And then have joy to spare

A Troyer sale is near 
These homes are his career 

Call him now, he’ll show you how 
Success is yours next year

Happy Holidays!  from DAVID TROYER

The Troyer Group – in honor of 
Charles Schulz’s home and the 

thousands of other precious homes lost 
in the October wildfires – has donated 

to the Red Cross and North Bay 
Fire Relief Fund.
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