
By Kevin Forestieri

A
n elderly Mountain View 
man died of his inju-
ries following a colli-

sion in Mountain View three 
months ago, according to the 
latest release of vehicle crash data 
from the Mountain View Police 
Department.

The data also shows a sig-
nificant decrease in pedestrian 
collisions throughout the city, 
bucking a trend of increased 
incidents in recent years. Other 
trouble spots, including red-light 
runners on Middlefield Road and 
a climbing collision count on 
Central Expressway and Shore-
line Boulevard, remain problems 
for the city.

A full list of recorded crashes 
from the department, spanning 
from July 1 through Sept. 30, 
shows 171 collisions over the 

three-month period, 49 of which 
resulted in injuries. The data, 
released last week, shows one 
fatality on Grant Road on Sept. 
11, which police had not previ-
ously disclosed.

The solo-vehicle crash 
occurred in the 2200 block of 
Grant Road near Stratford Court 
around 4:45 p.m., when a Ford 
SUV struck a city light pole and 
a tree, according to police. The 
85-year-old driver was coherent 
but complained of pain and had 
some visible cuts, so was sent to 
a nearby hospital.

The man died nearly two 
weeks later due to complications 
“resulting from the collision,” 
police said. No one else was 
injured in the crash, and speed 
did not appear to be a factor.

That makes two traffic-related 

By Mark Noack

A 
plan to hit the pause 
button on Mountain 
View’s minimum wage 

increase was swiftly shot down 
at the Tuesday, Dec. 4, City 
Council meeting. The proposal 
died without a motion that 
would have brought it to a vote. 

It was discussion that har-
kened back to three years ago, 
when Mountain View was 
in the vanguard of Silicon 

Valley cities raising its mini-
mum wage to $15 an hour, an 
attempt to keep pace with the 
surging cost of living. 

That 2015 push was hugely 
successful — eight out of 
Santa Clara County’s 15 cities 
pledged to gradually notch up 
their base wage. After reach-
ing $15 an hour, all those 
cities committed to continue 
increasing the minimum pay 

By Mark Noack 
and Kevin Forestieri

O
ne month later, the 
murky outcome of the 
Nov. 6 election is finally 

becoming clear. 
As of Wednesday morning, 

Alison Hicks is holding a narrow 
but significant lead for the unde-
cided City Council seat. And 
short of a miracle, that means 
incumbent Pat Showalter won’t 
serve a second term. 

For weeks, the two candidates 
have been in limbo, locked in 
a tight race for the last of three 

council seat up for election. Since 
election night, the two candi-
dates have repeatedly traded 
places as the updated vote results 
trickled in from the Santa Clara 
County Registrar of Voters. 

For observers (including the 

Voice) it was sim-
ply too close to 
call. But at this late 
stage, the result 
now appears to 
be clear.  With 
99 percent of the 
vote tallied as of 
Wednesday, Hicks 
appears to have an 

insurmountable lead with 11,128 
votes. That gives her 98 votes 
over Showalter’s 11,030 votes. 

Taken altogether, the theme of 
the Nov. 6 election appears to be a 
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At long last, a winner in City Council race
KAMEI, RAMIREZ AND HICKS BEAT INCUMBENTS IN CLOSE RACE

City’s traffic trouble 
spots persist

PEDESTRIAN COLLISIONS DROP FROM 2017

Pitch to delay minimum-
wage hike fizzles

MCALISTER’S PROPOSAL FINDS NO SUPPORT ON CITY COUNCIL

 See TRAFFIC, page 6

 See MINIMUM WAGE, page 9  See COUNCIL RACE, page 9

MAGALI GAUTHIER

TINY DANCERS
Judy Liang puts on her elf costume in a crowded dressing room as students at Western Ballet prepare 
to dance in “The Nutcracker” at the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts on Dec. 2. Our 
backstage photo essay is on page 16.
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PAGE 18

Ellen Kamei Lucas Ramirez Alison Hicks



2    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    December 7, 2018

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $2,199,000

910 San Marcos Circle  |  4bd/2ba
Jerylann Mateo  |  650.743.7895

License # 01362250

SUNNYVALE   $2,188,000

1481 S Mary Avenue  |  5bd/3ba
Carol & Graham Sangster  |  650.224.5295

License # 01856274  |  01898271

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $1,589,000

812 Wake Forest Drive  |  3bd/1ba
Jerylann Mateo  |  650.743.7895

License # 01362250

SAN JOSE   $749,000

2292 Sun Glory Lane #A  |  2bd/2ba
Jerylann Mateo  |  650.743.7895

License # 01362250

SAN JOSE   $729,000

636 Gridley Street  |  3bd/1ba
Ashley Mateo  |  650.279.7475

License #  02007368

SAN JOSE   $689,000

711 Batista Drive  |  2bd/1.5ba
Ashley Mateo  |  650.279.7475

License # 02007368

SAN JOSE   $650,000

144 S 3rd Street #333  |  1bd/1ba
Cheryl Okuno  |  650.209.1577

License # 01051270

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $635,000

1915 Mount Vernon Court #15  |  1bd/1ba
Ghodsi Emambakhsh  |  650.823.1799

License # 01404945

SAN JOSE   $522,000

1063 Tekman Drive  |  2bd/2ba
Dottie & Hayward Monroe  |  650.208.2500

License # 00594704  |  00602790

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Los Altos 650.941.1111
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S E T H I 
FINE JEWELRY & BEAUTIFUL THINGS

290 MAIN ST, LOS ALTO | 650.948.5141

TRUNK SHOW
DEC 7 + 8  | FRI  - SAT

Don’t Wait!  
Call 650.969.6077  
for your appointment today! 
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•  Experienced and Gentle 
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

•  New Patients Welcome!

• Free Consultations and 
Second Opinions

• Saturday Appointments 
Available

Conveniently located  
in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B  
Mountain View 94041 
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

Voted Best  
Dentist

650.969.6077
dentalfabulous.com
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   Healthy Teeth 
and Gums 

That Last a Lifetime!
Don’t Lose Your Dental Benefits!

Call for an appointment today!

THEATREWORKS’ ‘TUCK 
EVERLASTING’

F
or many young readers, 
Natalie Babbitt’s enduring 
— dare I say, immortal? 

— novel “Tuck Everlasting” was 
a memorable childhood experi-
ence, an ever-popular choice 
for teachers and students alike. 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley is 
currently presenting the 2016 
Broadway musical version of the 
magical, melancholy tale, which 
seems likely to be a crowd pleaser 
for audience members of all ages.

Most of the action takes place 
in 1893, when 11-year-old Winnie 
Foster (Katie Maupin, alternating 
in the role with Natalie Schro-
eder) is living in the tiny town of 
Treegap, New Hampshire. Over-
protected by her loving but strict 
mother, Betsy (Teressa Foss), 
Winnie is mourning the death of 
her father and feeling stifled by 
her sheltered, dull existence. Like 
many a young-adult protagonist 
or Disney princess before her, 
she longs for adventure and more 
than the world within her garden 
gates. “I can’t live like this for-
ever,” she sings ironically. Angry 
at her mother, she runs away, 
following a friendly toad into the 
mysterious woods her family has 
owned for decades but that she’s 
never been allowed to explore. 

There, she meets hunky Jesse 
Tuck (Eddie Grey), who quickly 
takes her under his wing and 
teaches her about the joys of 
climbing trees while forbidding 
her from drinking from a cer-
tain spring. Soon the plot point 
around which “Tuck Everlasting” 
revolves is revealed: The spring 
is magic and grants immortal-
ity to those who drink from it. 
Jesse, along with mother Mae 
(Kristine Reese), elder brother 
Miles (Travis Leland) and father 
Angus (Jonathan Rhys Williams) 
all unwittingly drank from the 
spring a century ago and haven’t 
aged a day since. 

Meanwhile, a smooth-talking 
carny known only as the Man in 
the Yellow Suit (Michael Gene 
Sullivan) is in hot pursuit of the 
Tucks, desperate to know the 
secret to their longevity so he 
can exploit it, and willing to use 
Winnie as collateral. 

Jesse is stuck at age 17, on the 
cusp of adolescence and man-
hood, forever. Once he confesses 
the Tuck family secrets to Win-
nie, he gets an idea. He urges her 
to wait six years until she, too, 
turns 17, then drink the water 
so that she can join him in eter-
nal life as his wife and partner 
in hijinks. (Yes, it is somewhat 
creepy that a nearly-adult male 
is grooming an 11-year-old to 
commit her life to him, even if 
he does ask her to wait until she’s 
older). 

Some time spent with the rest 
of the Tuck family leads Winnie 
to question the wisdom of Jesse’s 
proposal. Living forever, it turns 
out, isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. 
In turn, Mae, Miles and Angus 
all share with Winnie the pains 
of being cast outside of the nor-
mal cycle of life. Winnie is left to 
decide which path she wants to 
follow. 

It’s a compelling story and if 
the stage version (directed by 
Robert Kelley) leaves out a bit 
of the novel’s darkness, it does 
a great job of showcasing its bit-
tersweetness and beauty. The 
show harkens back in theme and 
tone to some theater mainstays, 
including “Peter Pan,” “Carou-
sel” and “Our Town” in its tear-
jerking moments. 

“Tuck Everlasting,” first pub-
lished in 1975, has indeed proved 
a lastingly resonant story. The-
atreWorks has come up with a 
worthy take on the neo-classic. 
The show runs through Dec. 
30 at Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
Tickets are $35-$90. Go to the-
atreworks.org.

—Karla Kane

A + E  B R I E F S

Voices

A R O U N D  T O W N
will return.

SEE MORE 
ONLINE

MountainViewOnline.com

COURTESY OF THEATREWORKS/KEVIN BERNE

The Tuck family drinks from an enchanted spring in “Tuck Everlasting.”
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LocalNews

ARSON
200 block W. El Camino Real, 11/26

ASSAULT
100 block View St., 11/24

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY 
WEAPON
700 block San Lucas Av., 12/1

AUTO BURGLARY
2400 block Charleston Rd., 11/26
2400 block Charleston Rd., 11/26
800 block California St., 11/27
1100 block N. Rengstorff Av., 11/27
800 block California St., 11/28
Castro St. & W. Dana St., 11/29
500 block Drucilla Dr., 11/30
700 block Leona Ln., 12/3
1300 block Pear Av., 12/3
800 block California St., 12/3
1400 block Plymouth St., 12/3

BATTERY
100 block Magnolia Ln., 11/25
100 block E. El Camino Real, 11/27
700 block Continental Cir., 12/2

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
800 block High School Way, 11/26
400 block W. Evelyn Av., 11/28
400 block W. Evelyn Av., 11/28
400 block W. Evelyn Av., 11/28
400 block Moffett Blvd., 12/3

GRAND THEFT
1100 block W. El Camino Real, 11/26
1700 block Rock St., 11/29
200 block Escuela Av., 11/29
2400 block Charleston Rd., 11/30

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
500 block Drucilla Dr., 11/30
900 block High School Way, 11/30
2400 block W. El Camino Real, 12/2

ROBBERY
100 block E. El Camino Real, 11/23

STOLEN VEHICLE
2500 block California St., 11/25
600 block Sylvan Av., 11/27
500 block Walker Dr., 11/28
400 block Clyde Av., 12/3

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by 
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Lic. A10-17-0000019-TEMP, Must be 21 and over 

Cannabis
delivery
you can
trust.
Shop CALIVA.COM for same day
delivery across the Bay Area.

HUFF TEACHER HELPS RAISE MONEY, DONATED 
GOODS FOR FIRE VICTIMS

Over the last month, Huff teacher Charlotte Christensen has 
helped raise thousands of dollars, along with useful supplies, for 
victims of the Camp Fire that ravaged the Northern California 
town of Paradise in November.

Christensen said she got involved in the effort in the days before 
Thanksgiving, in part because her husband and his family live 
nearby in Chico. While the extended family was spared from 
the fire, Christensen’s family began raising funds and planned 
to deliver supplies directly to fire victims in the area.

Prior to Thanksgiving, Christensen said she was able to raise 
$4,000 in funds and close to $1,000 worth of donated blankets, 
pillows, clothing, bedding and other necessities.

“Our truck was overflowing with donations,” she said.

C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

 See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 12

LETTER CARRIER ASSAULT
A 69-year-old Mountain View man was arrested Saturday after 

he allegedly assaulted a mail carrier, choking her and knocking 
her to the ground following an argument over mail delivery.

Officers received reports of the assault around 1:20 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 1, in the 700 block of San Lucas Avenue. The vic-
tim, 45, told police that the suspect had squeezed her throat and 
knocked her to the ground, according to police spokeswoman 
Katie Nelson. The attack allegedly came after the pair argued over 
how the mail was delivered, Nelson said.

The mail carrier was taken to a local hospital for treatment of 
her injuries.

Officers spoke with the man and identified him as the alleged 
attacker. He was arrested on suspicion of assault with a deadly 
weapon and booked into Santa Clara County jail.

It’s not clear whether the suspect had a history of prior harass-
ment of the victim or other mail carriers in the past, Nelson said.

C R I M E B R I E F S

 See CRIME BRIEFS, page 12

O N L I N E

LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news headlines and 

talk about the issues at Town Square at 

MountainViewOnline.com



December 7, 2018    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    5

CITY COUNCIL UPDATES

COMMUNITY

FEATURESLocalNews

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

By Kevin Forestieri

A
n open letter signed by a 
broad coalition of Moun-
tain View Whisman 

School District parents is calling 
on Bullis Charter School to drop 
plans to expand into Mountain 
View.
 The letter, sent to the board 
of directors of Bullis Charter 
School in Los Altos, argues that 
the charter school’s leadership 
has failed to understand the cul-
ture and the needs of Mountain 
View Whisman students, and 
that planting a charter school in 
the district would further segre-
gate schools and harm the low-
income and minority students it 
seeks to serve.
 “We believe that, without fully 
understanding the unique cul-
tures, strengths and challenges 
that contribute to the fabric of 
our student community, your 
proposed plan would devastate 
Mountain View’s public schools,” 
they said in the letter.
 Signed by PTA leadership 
members from every school in 
the district, the strongly worded 
missive comes just days before a 
scheduled public hearing for the 
proposed charter school. Bul-
lis Mountain View, an offshoot 
of the existing Bullis Charter 
School in Los Altos, submitted a 
petition in October to open a new 
campus within the Mountain 
View Whisman School District. 
District board members are 
required to hold a public hearing, 
set for Thursday, Dec. 6, followed 
by a formal vote to approve or 
deny the petition, scheduled for 
Dec. 20.
 Members of the Bullis Moun-
tain View team are hoping to 
do a soft opening of the school 
with transitional kindergarten 
through second-grade classes 
in the upcoming 2019-20 school 
year, ramping up to 320 K-5 
students in future years. The 
petition’s stated goal is to enroll 
a high number of low-income 
students (those who qualify for 
free and reduced-price meals) — 
totaling 40 percent of the student 
body — and provide an educa-
tion tailored to lift the academic 
performance of the underserved 
students.
 The letter by PTA parents 
claims Bullis Mountain View 
is taking a misguided approach 
to the district’s achievement 
gap that seeks to supplant 

— rather than supplement — 
efforts already underway to help 
students from low-income fami-
lies or who are not proficient in 
English. It points out that Bullis 
Charter School’s track record for 
helping low-income students is 
virtually nonexistent, and that 
less than 2 percent of the students 
at Bullis’ Los Altos charter school 
qualify as low-income.
 The proposed charter school’s 
ability to serve these students 
would be hamstrung from the 
outset because it would be dif-
ficult to attract low-income and 
minority students from all over 
the district who may not have the 
ability to send their children to 
school across town, the parents 
argue in the letter. Bullis Moun-
tain View would “siphon off 
more affluent and likely higher-
performing students” from dis-
trict schools, creating more seg-
regation and reducing volunteer 
hours and financial donations 
at Mountain View Whisman 
schools that are already strapped 
for resources.
 “Bullis will provide a private 
school experience to a small 
number of students at taxpayers’ 
expense,” according to the letter. 
An online version of the letter 
had the signatures of 304 parents 
and community members as of 
noon on Wednesday, with more 
coming in.
 Mistral Elementary School 
PTA president Sara Kopit-Olson 
told the Voice that the con-
cerns laid out in the letter had 
been lingering for several weeks, 
and came up during past PTA 
president meetings with district 
officials. There was unanimous 
disdain for the idea of a charter 
school in the district, she said. 
All she sees coming out of the 
planned expansion of Bullis is 
more divisiveness and a loss 
of dollars going to district-run 
schools.
 “I just see a lot of negatives,” 
she said. “I see a lot of segre-
gation and less equity in the 
community.”
 The likely outcome, Kopit-
Olson said, is that Bullis Moun-
tain View would divert the more 
affluent families away from the 
school district, resulting in a 
reduced budget, fewer volunteers 
and fewer donations. The Moun-
tain View Education Foundation, 
while a boon for arts, music, 

MAGALI GAUTHIER

PLEASED TO MEET YOU
Vyas Chandramouli shakes hands with Santa at Mountain View’s annual Community Tree Lighting 
Celebration on Dec. 3. Besides the chance to greet Kris Kringle, revelers heard youth choruses sing, 
sipped hot chocolate, cheered when the tree at Civic Center Plaza was illuminated and stomped around 
in a patch of snow trucked in just for the occasion. 

Parents rally against  
plans for charter school

By Mark Noack

G
oogle may dominate the 
headlines, but LinkedIn 
still has ambitions for its 

campus in Mountain View. 
 Last week, LinkedIn presented 
plans to build a showpiece head-
quarters in the city’s East Whis-
man neighborhood. The pro-
posed 1.1 million-square-foot 

office park was speedily 
approved by the City Council in 
a unanimous vote at the Nov. 27 
meeting. 
 The project site at 700 E. Mid-
dlefield Road currently consists 
of several one- and two-story 
office buildings, some of which 
remain vacant. The company’s 
plans call for tearing down 
about half the buildings and 

replacing them with a trio of 
six-story offices and two park-
ing garages. When finished, the 
project is expected to add about 
3,060 employees. 
 Both LinkedIn and city offi-
cials described the project as 
a significant investment being 
made by the company to stay in 

By Mark Noack

W
idely regarded as one 
of Mountain View’s 
most hazardous traf-

fic spots, the Caltrain crossing at 
Rengstorff Avenue is inching a 
little closer to getting a major fix. 
 At the Nov. 27 meeting, the City 
Council unanimously approved a 
new engineering study to exam-
ine tunneling Rengstorff Avenue 
underneath the train tracks. The 
study is expected to cost about 

$3.5 million, which will be par-
tially paid by Peninsula Corridor 
Joint Powers Board, the agency in 
charge of Caltrain. 
 For years, drivers have been 
complaining that the Rengstroff 
Avenue train crossing is a hazard. 
The intersection’s two traffic 
signals and crossing gates can 
cause an aggravating wait. But the 
location’s tight spacing has also 
caused vehicles to occasionally 
get trapped on the Caltrain tracks, 
with some getting hit by a train.  

 Since the start of 2017, there 
have been 35 accidents near 
the Rengstorff Avenue crossing, 
including 24 injury crashes, mak-
ing it one of the city’s most prob-
lematic spots. These collisions 
mostly involved people running 
red lights, speeding or failing 
to adequately stop, according to 
Mountain View police data. 
 To say this grade-separation 
project has been a long time 

Council OKs new LinkedIn headquarters 
PLANS FOR 1.1 MILLION-SQUARE-FOOT OFFICE COMPLEX WIN UNANIMOUS SUPPORT

Study approved to fix dangerous 
Rengstorff train crossing

35 ACCIDENTS HAVE HAPPENED NEAR CROSSING IN PAST TWO YEARS

 See LINKEDIN, page 8

 See RENGSTORFF, page 13

 See CHARTER SCHOOL, page 8
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2018 Annual Water
System Flushing

The City of Mountain View Public Services 
Division will begin its annual water system 

occur throughout the City and should be 

water lines of sand and sediment that may 
have accumulated during the last year and 

If you would like more information about the 

City of Mountain View

2019

Join us as we explore building resilience in an era of 
evolving societies and a changing climate.

OUR SPONSORS

DR. VANDANA SHIVA
February 12

JOEL SARTORE
March 12

VAN JONES
April 23

All lectures take place at the Mountain View  
Center for the Performing Arts. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT:  
OPENSPACETRUST.ORG/LECTURES

N O B L E  &  L O R R A I N E  
H A N C O C K

By Kevin Forestieri

S
everal bikes were sto-
len from the Crittenden 
Middle School campus 

last month, despite multiple 
safeguards to avoid further 
thefts from the campus during 
class time, according to school 
officials.

In an email to parents, Prin-
cipal Sonia Gomez said two 
additional bikes had been sto-
len from the campus on Nov. 
20, adding to the tally of ongo-
ing bike thefts reported at the 
school. School staffers, aware 
of the problem, were on guard 
to avoid further thefts, includ-
ing moving bike racks closer 
to the bike cage, frequently 
monitoring the area and hav-
ing police officers patrol the 
campus.

“Despite these efforts, we 
had two additional bikes stolen 
today,” Gomez told parents in 
the email.

The Mountain View Police 
Department confirmed it had 
received four reports of bike 
thefts since late August, includ-
ing a reported theft on Oct. 29, 
three thefts on Nov. 14 and two 
thefts on Nov. 20. In these inci-
dents, it appears that the sus-
pect or suspects cut bike locks 
during school hours and took 
the bikes, according to police 
spokeswoman Katie Nelson.

Officers have made it a 
higher priority to patrol the 
area following the thefts, Nel-
son said, but that doesn’t mean 
a security guard or officer is 
monitoring the bikes at all 
times.

Part of the problem is that so 
many students are bicycling to 
school, they’re filling the cam-
pus bike cage to the brim and 
causing a spillover into the bike 
racks, where the thefts take 
place. Gomez said the school 
added another bike cage as a 

preventative measure last week, 
and that she advised families 
to purchase a U-lock to secure 
bikes in the interim.

“We highly encourage you 
to add an additional lock to 
secure your student’s bike 
while we work to increase bike 
cage storage,” Gomez said in 
the email.

Police have not received 
reports of stolen bikes since 
Nov. 20, Nelson said. V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

Crittenden faces spate of bike thefts
SUSPECT CUTTING THROUGH LOCKS WHILE KIDS IN CLASS

MAGALI GAUTHIER

The bike cage at Crittenden Middle School can’t accommodate all the 
student bicycles, so thieves have been targeting bikes left outside on 
racks. 

fatalities on city streets so far in 
2018, up from zero last year. 
A Google employee died last 
month after she was struck by 
a Google bus outside the com-
pany’s headquarters.

The quarterly report shows 
10 collisions involving bicy-
clists, seven of which were 
injury crashes, and four pedes-
trian collisions, all of which 
resulted in injuries. The bright 
spot is that only 13 pedestrian 
collisions have been reported 
through the end of September 
this year, down from 29 over 
the same period last year.

Even so, police contend that 
one of the pedestrian crashes 
this year didn’t count. On June 
25, a driver going the speed 
limit on Cuesta Drive crashed 
into a parked car, creating a 
domino effect. The parked 
car that was hit bumped into 
another parked vehicle, which 
then hit a pedestrian, accord-
ing to police spokeswoman 
Katie Nelson. The driver of the 
vehicle then swerved and hit 
the center divide of the road, 
suffering injuries.

The department recorded the 
incident as a parked vehicle 
versus pedestrian accident, 
Nelson said, which is why 
the department reported zero 
pedestrian collisions through-
out the months of June and 
July in a September press 
release.

The highest number of colli-
sions during the three-month 
period occurred along the 
city’s busiest thoroughfares, 
including El Camino Real (36 
collisions), Shoreline Boule-
vard (25), California Street (14) 
and Central Expressway (12). 
Unsafe speeds, failing to drive 
on the correct side of the road, 
DUIs and red-light violations 
were among the most common 
reasons cited for collisions.

Red-light runners continue 
to be a problem at the intersec-
tion of East Middlefield Road 
and Highway 237, according to 
the data. Three additional col-
lisions, all of which involved 
injuries, were caused by red-
light violations from July 1 
through Sept. 30.

Data going back to Janu-
ary 2017, when the depart-
ment began publicly releasing 
all of its traffic information, 

shows a total of 45 collisions 
recorded for that Middle-
field Road intersection, 25 of 
which involved red-light viola-
tions. Specific patterns at other 
intersections are difficult to 
discern, in part because a sig-
nificant number of the crashes 
do not include information on 
the cause.

The number of bike colli-
sions, 34 incidents through 
September, is nearly identical 
to the 35 crashes that occurred 
over the same period in 2017. 
The grand total of 528 col-
lisions in Mountain View 
through September this year 
is down more than 9 percent 
from the 582 collisions at the 
same time last year.

An interactive map of the lat-
est police department data will 
be available on the Voice’s web-
site, mv-voice.com. V
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By Elena Kadvany

T
he chair of the Los Altos 
Planning Commission, 
Alexander Samek, was 

arrested in Palo Alto on Friday, 
Nov. 30, after officers discov-
ered him asleep at the wheel of 
his Tesla Model S while driving 
at 70 miles per hour on U.S. 
Highway 101.
 California Highway Patrol 
Public Information Officer Art 
Montiel said Nov. 30 that offi-
cers can’t confirm but suspect 
the car was on a driver-assist 
mode that provides semi-
autonomous capability.
 At approximately 3:37 a.m., 
a California Highway Patrol 
officer was driving south on 
Highway 101 near Whipple 
Avenue in Redwood City and 
noticed a gray Tesla driving 
at 70 miles per hour, above 
the speed limit, according to 
Montiel. The officer pulled up 
next to the car and noticed that 
Samek “appeared to be asleep 
at the wheel,” he said. The offi-
cer pulled behind the Tesla and 
attempted to pull Samek over, 
using the patrol car’s lights and 

sirens, but Samek was “unre-
sponsive,” Montiel said.
 Suspecting the Tesla might 
be on driver assist, the officer 
pulled in front of the car and 
started slowing down, causing 
the Tesla to slow down as well, 
Montiel said. 
 Two additional CHP patrol 
vehicles arrived and positioned 
themselves on each side of the 
Tesla as the car approached 
Embarcadero Road in Palo 
Alto, trying to wake up Samek, 
Montiel said.
 “It took them awhile to wake 
him up,” he said.
 The Tesla eventually came 
to a stop on a right-hand lane 
north of Embarcadero Road. 
Officers approached the car 
and attempted to wake Samek 
by knocking on the window 
and giving verbal commands, 
according to a CHP press 
release. 
 When Samek woke up, they 
removed him from the Tesla 
and drove him to the Shell gas 
station just off the freeway on 
Embarcadero Road in Palo 
Alto, where he failed a field 
sobriety test and was arrested 

on suspicion of driving under 
the inf luence. He was booked 
into the San Mateo County jail, 
according to the CHP. 
 “It’s great that we have 
this technology; however, we 
need to remind people that 
... even though this technol-
ogy is available, they need to 
make sure they know they are 
responsible for maintaining 
control of the vehicle,” Montiel 
said. 
 On Wednesday, the CHP 
identified the officers respon-
sible for safely stopping the 
Tesla as James Blunt and 
Christopher Hayashi. 
 Palo Alto-based Tesla’s 
“Autopilot” system includes 
features such as matching 
speed to traffic conditions, 
staying within a lane, exiting 
a freeway when close to the 
destination and self-parking, 
according to the Tesla website.
 This isn’t the first time local-
ly that the CHP has arrested a 
driver asleep at the wheel of a 
Tesla set on autopilot. In Janu-
ary, a Tesla was pulled over the 
Bay Bridge with a driver over 
twice the legal limit for blood 

alcohol content. 
 “Driver explained Tesla had 
been set on autopilot,” the 
CHP tweeted at the time. “He 
was arrested and charged with 
suspicion of DUI. Car towed 
(no it didn’t drive itself to the 
tow yard).”
 Autopilot was turned on dur-
ing a fatal car crash in March 
on Highway 101 near Moun-
tain View. In a statement, the 
car company said drivers using 
Teslas on Autopilot are 3.7 
times less likely to be involved 
in a fatal accident.
 “Tesla Autopilot does not 
prevent all accidents — such a 
standard would be impossible 
— but it makes them much 
less likely to occur,” Tesla said 
at the time. “It unequivocally 
makes the world safer for the 
vehicle occupants, pedestrians 
and cyclists.”
 Tesla didn’t immediately 
return a request for comment 
on last week’s DUI arrest 
involving the Model S.
 Samek, 45, is a Los Altos 
resident, according to the CHP. 
He is serving his first term 
as a planning commissioner, 

according to the city of Los 
Altos website. He was unani-
mously appointed chair by 
his colleagues on Oct. 18, a 
video recording of the meeting 
shows.
 According to Samek’s Linke-
dIn page, he is the co-founder 
of Venice-based Proper Hos-
pitality, which operates luxury 
hotels, including the new San 
Francisco Proper Hotel, and 
principal at The Kor Group, 
a real estate investment and 
management firm with offices 
in San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and Austin. 
 Since he was hired at The 
Kor Group in 2004, Samek 
has overseen more than $600 
million in acquisitions and 
development for the company, 
including hospitality, multi-
family and residential projects 
in the United States and the 
Caribbean, according to the 
company’s website. 
 He is scheduled to appear in 
court on Jan. 4, according to 
the CHP. V
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Mountain View. 
 “This is not just another build-
ing for us; this is the future of 
LinkenIn in Mountain View,” 
said LinkedIn Vice President 
Jim Morgenstern. “We’re asking 
for your support to allow us to 
continue growing in Mountain 
View.” 
 LinkedIn first began focus-
ing its effort on the East 
Middlefield site in 2016 after 
agreeing to a massive land 
trade with Google. In that 
deal, Google received rights to 
develop several North Bayshore 
properties, as well as the lease 
for the Shoreline Technology 
Center, which the company 
revealed last month it recently 
purchased for $1 billion. For 
LinkedIn, the trade gave the 
company full ownership of the 
East Middlefield office park 
in exchange for its foothold in 
North Bayshore. 
 It became an open question 
whether LinkedIn would still 
stake its future in Mountain 
View, especially for its corporate 

headquarters. Soon after the 
land swap with Google, Linke-
dIn backed out of plans to move 
into a new office building at the 
San Antonio Shopping Center, 
which is now being leased to 
Facebook. 
 The news that LinkedIn was 
still committed to expanding in 
Mountain View was a welcome 
sign for city leaders. 
 “This has set a precedent 
for other projects to follow,” 
said Councilman Chris Clark. 
“This is a great project and 
we’re thrilled to have LinkedIn 

staying here as well.” 
 In past public meetings, the 
project faced some opposition 
from Sunnyvale neighbors liv-
ing just to the east of the office 
site. If the project were built, 
they complained they would 
be staring at a six-story garage 
when they looked out the front 
windows of their homes. 
 In the project’s final approved 
version, LinkedIn agreed to set 
back the garages farther from 
the street and reduce their 
height by putting one story 
underground. The company 

said it was simply too expensive 
to put the entire parking garage 
underground. Those changes 
apparently mollified the neigh-
bors: At the Nov. 27 meeting, not 
a single member of the public 
spoke up against the project. 
 LinkedIn officials were quick 
to highlight a $71 million pack-
age of benefits that would come 
with the project. Most of the sum 
includes various city-required 
fees for parks, schools and other 
impacts. Also highlighted by the 
company were plans for a “com-
munity engagement center,” a 

3,000-square-foot space that 
would be available for nonprof-
its and neighborhood groups to 
use for meetings. 
 In particular, City Council 
members touted a $10 mil-
lion “pre-investment” made by 
LinkedIn to the Housing Trust 
of Silicon Valley ahead of the 
approval. This pledge drew 
praise from city officials because 
it allowed development fees to be 
quickly funneled toward afford-
able housing projects without 
having to wait years for the 
project to be fully built. 
 Mayor Lenny Siegel pointed 
out how cities nationally were 
falling over each other offering 
tax subsidies in order to entice 
Amazon to locate its second 
headquarters there. He was glad 
that Mountain View didn’t have 
to resort to those methods. 
 “I’m so pleased in Mountain 
View that we can partner with 
our employers to improve the 
quality of life. That’s what 
makes Silicon Valley great,” he 
said. “This project is emblematic 
of that success.” V
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 Continued from page 5

electives and science, seeks to 
raise about $750,000 this year, 
compared to the staggering $3.5 
million goal from the neigh-
boring Los Altos Education 
Foundation.
 “It will be a draw on our 
school district, and we are not 
a wealthy school district,” she 
said.
 Jennifer Anderson-Rosse, 
head of school for Bullis Moun-
tain View, said that she and the 
founding team made a big effort 
to get to know the Mountain 
View community well before 
submitting the petition. She 
said she has met with district 
officials for the last year, and 
got to know plenty of families 
while living in the city for six 
years. The leadership proposed 
for Bullis Mountain View is 
stacked with Mountain View 
residents with deep roots in the 
community, she said.
 While elements of Los Altos’ 
Bullis Charter School would 
transfer over to Bullis Mountain 
View, Anderson-Rosse said the 
charter petition makes a clear, 
conscious effort to tailor the 
proposed school to meet the 
needs of Mountain View resi-
dents, particularly the higher 
number of low-income and 
Latino families. The full-day 
transitional kindergarten and 
kindergarten programs planned 
for the school are a direct 
response to those needs, she 
said.
 Anderson-Rosse said she has 

reached out to PTA leadership 
in every Mountain View Whis-
man school to see if they are 
willing to meet for a conversa-
tion, not just to answer ques-
tions but to hear what parents 
have to say.
 “We are still open to col-
laboration, we are still open 
to meetings with parents,” she 
said. “We really are open to it.”
 In an email response to the 
PTA letter, Bullis parent Grace 
Yang — who has helped spear-
head the effort to expand the 
charter school into Mountain 
View Whisman — argued that 
Bullis Charter School has built 
a strong track record of helping 
underserved students leading 
up to the charter petition. She 
and other Bullis parents have 
run the Bullis Boosters Camp 
for six years, aimed at providing 
a free summer school program 
for low-income families resid-
ing in Mountain View, as well 
as a Stretch to Kindergarten 
program to get kids up to speed 
prior to beginning school.
 While it’s true that the exist-
ing Bullis Charter School in 
Los Altos does not serve a high 
number of low-income fami-
lies, that’s largely a product of 
demographics, Yang argues. She 
said there are only about 150 
low-income Hispanic students 
in the Los Altos School District, 
versus the more than 1,000  in 
Mountain View Whisman.
 Yang appealed for a more pos-
itive relationship between Bullis 
Mountain View and parents 
in Mountain View Whisman 
going forward, and said that 

she hates to see parents going 
down a “non-productive path” 
similar to what Los Altos School 
District has done — something 
she believes has “harmed all of 
its students.”
 “While I understand having a 
new school in the district next 
year is not the ideal situation 
for many parents, I would love 
for us to come up with a more 
collaborative and informed 
approach,” she said in the email.
 The core question facing 
the school district this month 
is whether the school board 
should approve or deny the 
charter petition. If the school 
board approves the petition, the 
district retains some oversight 
over the charter school, includ-
ing being able to monitor Bullis 
Mountain View’s finances and 
ability to meet its stated goals. 
If the school board denies 
the petition, Bullis Mountain 
View can appeal to the Santa 
Clara County Board of Educa-
tion, which could approve the 
charter despite the district’s 
wishes, leaving Mountain View 
Whisman without any oversight 
authority.
 In October, outside legal 
counsel for the district told 
board members that, barring 
inherent f laws in the char-
ter petition, the district must 
approve the charter. Anti-char-
ter sentiment and concerns 
about the loss of district staff 
and funding do not qualify as 
reasons to deny a petition under 
state law.
 “If we deny the petition, it’ll 
get kicked up to the county 

Board of Education, which will 
approve it,” said Bill Lambert, a 
former Mountain View Whis-
man school board member and 
Monta Loma parent.
 Lambert and 20 other parents 
at Monta Loma met at the Day 
Worker Center last week to 
talk about the district’s future 
if the charter school comes to 
fruition, particularly for the 
district’s more sparsely enrolled 
schools — Castro, Theuerkauf 
and Monta Loma elementary 
schools. Speaking for himself, 
Lambert said it’s essential that 
the district have a triage plan for 
what happens when the charter 
school grows and pulls children 
away from the existing schools, 
which could eventually lead to a 
school closure.
 “It’s going to make some of 
our schools less tenable,” he 
said. “Everybody sort of accepts 
that Bullis will grow very rapid-
ly, and I think in a couple years 
they will take over a school.”
 What that plan could look 
like is anyone’s guess, Lambert 
said, but the district may need 
to ditch the neighborhood 
school model that has largely 
governed decisions related to 
transfer policies and new atten-
dance boundaries over the last 
three years. The new boundar-
ies and the planned opening of 
the new Jose Antonio Vargas 
school in the Whisman area of 
the city, he said, set the stage 
for dwindling enrollment at 
Theuerkauf and Monta Loma, 
which would only get worse 
with Bullis moving in.
 But the district really doesn’t 

have the grounds to deny the 
charter petition, Lambert said. 
Bullis meets all of the criteria 
spelled out under California 
law: There’s an underserved 
population in Mountain View 
and Bullis Charter School, one 
of the most successful charter 
schools in the country, is seek-
ing to serve those families. 
Whether or not they have a 
high chance of success, Bullis 
deserves the right to try, he said.
 “They have excellent manage-
ment, support and funding, and 
if there’s any charter school that 
should be allowed to do this, it’s 
Bullis,” Lambert said. “So it’ll 
be hard for the county Board of 
Education to deny.”
  Kopit-Olson disagrees, and 
said it’s been frustrating that 
the district appears resigned to 
approve the charter petition, 
looking at the vote as a ministe-
rial act for a foregone conclu-
sion. She said she believes the 
district wields little power over 
the charter school regardless of 
whether the district is the char-
tering the authority or not.
 “If we approve the charter 
we still have no say in what the 
charter school does, in enforc-
ing standards,” she said.
 The public hearing on the 
charter petition was on the 
agenda for the Thursday, Dec. 6, 
school board meeting at the Gra-
ham Middle School multipur-
pose room, 1175 Castro St. The 
open session was set to begin at 
6:15 p.m., after the Voice’s 
Wednesday press deadline. V
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Having trouble finding 
the right care provider 
for you? 
Let us take the guesswork out of finding 
great care.
Choosing the right care provider can be a long and 
complicated process. Home Care Assistance prides itself 
on helping families by providing expert care management, 
in addition to the most experienced and dependable 
caregivers. We take the guesswork out of what care 
clients might need and manage everything for you! Plus, 
our expert caregiver matching ensures your loved one is 
paired with a caregiver with the skills and experience to 
meet their needs but also with a personality that will 
make them optimally comfortable and happy.

Speak to a Care Advisor to schedule your free in-home 
consultation today.

Come visit us! Stop by our office 
conveniently located in the Rancho 
Shopping Center near Safeway!

From our family to yours!
650-416-1568
640 Fremont Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94024
HomeCareAssistance.com/Los-Altos

Serving happy clients across Mountain View, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills and more!

by the cost of inf lation. 
Yet there was a problem for 

Mountain View and Sunny-
vale: both cities were slightly 
ahead of the curve. As the first 
two cities to approve the plan, 
they scheduled their minimum 
wage to hit $15 an hour in 2018. 
Meanwhile, other cities decided 
to wait until 2019. 

It was a situation that would 
leave Mountain View and 
Sunnyvale perpetually one 
year ahead of the six other 
cities, explained Councilman 
John McAlister. At the Tuesday 
meeting, he presented plans 
to postpone Mountain View’s 
minimum wage increase for 
one year to align it with the rest. 

“We’ve been talking about 
protecting small businesses. 
Well, here’s an opportunity,” 
he said. “Let’s take a pause and 
then make sure that everyone 
else comes along.” 

In effect, McAlister’s plan 
would have called off the infla-
tionary increase to raise the 
minimum wage to $15.65 an 
hour that is scheduled to take 
effect on Jan. 1. Waiting one 
year would prevent Mountain 
View from becoming a higher 
wage “island,” putting its small 

businesses at a disadvantage, he 
said. Faced with the same situ-
ation, Sunnyvale’s City Council 
decided to stay the course. 

It was a plan that found no 
support among McAlister’s col-
leagues on the Mountain View 
council and public in atten-
dance. Several speakers pointed 
out the timing was last-minute, 
coming just a few weeks before 
the wage hike would take 
effect. In fact, city employees 
had already printed materials 
to announce the higher wages. 
Some opponents went further. 

“I consider this wage theft, 
pure and simple. We promised 
something and then we’re tak-
ing it away,” said Mayor Lenny 
Siegel. “We have employers who 
can’t hire people even at the 
minimum wage because it’s so 
expensive to live here.” 

Speaking to the  Voice, 

McAlister pointed out that 
Mountain View’s minimum 
wage has increased more than 
40 percent since the wage hikes 
were enacted. It’s a breakneck 
pace of increase for small busi-
nesses, he said, especially when 
several nearby cities declined 
to enact any wage increases at 
all. 

These South Bay cities are 
still paying a minimum wage of 
$10.50 an hour: Campbell, Gil-
roy, Los Altos Hills, Los Gatos, 
Monte Sereno, Morgan Hill 
and Saratoga. At that wage, a 
full-time worker can expect to 
earn about $21,000 annually, 
which is well under the lowest 
poverty level for Santa Clara 
County. 

Councilman Chris Clark 
expressed some sympathy for 
the idea that Santa Clara Coun-
ty cities should be consistent 
in setting base wages. It’s bad 
policy to have a patchwork 
of different minimum wages 
across the South Bay, he said. 

As the discussion tapered off, 
Clark was asked if he would 
second McAlister’s motion to 
call off the minimum wage 
increase. He declined. 

“This is not the hill I’m going 
to die on,” Clark said. V
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mandate from voters for a change 
of leadership — albeit with the 
same priorities and principles 
as the old guard. Along with 
Hicks, Mountain View’s newest 
City Council members will be 
Ellen Kamei, who received 11,916 
votes, and  Lucas Ramirez with 
11,396 votes. 

Mayor Lenny Siegel, with 9,928 
votes, fell well short of winning 
a second term. Former council-
man John Inks came last with 
7,318 votes. 

Voter turnout in Mountain 
View last month was unusu-
ally high for a midterm election, 
with 77.1 percent of registered 
voters casting ballots, according 
to the Registrar of Voters. It’s far 
higher than the 2014 midterm 
election, when the city’s turnout 
fell just shy of 53.9 percent, and 
an increase over the 72.9 percent 
turnout in 2010.

To put that in perspective, the 
highest vote-getter in 2014, Show-
alter, received fewer votes than 
John Inks did last month, who 
took last place by a wide margin. 
Reports following the election 
found that 2014 had the lowest 
turnout of any U.S. general elec-
tion dating back to World War II.

The council election sticks out 

from the rest for other reasons 
as well. Two of the incumbents 
failed to retain their seats, which 
rarely happens in Mountain 
View, and the election was a nail-
biter for more than a week after 
Election Day. Records from the 
county Registrar of Voters show 
that the dividing line between 
winners and losers hasn’t been 
this narrow since at least 1996.

As of Wednesday morning, 
Hicks was the presumed winner 
of the election over incumbent 
Showalter by only 98 votes, fol-
lowing a back-and-forth that put 
Showalter in the lead for days. 
For past races, that gap typically 
exceeds 600 votes. The only race 
that comes close was in 2004, 
when former Councilman Tom 
Means eked out a victory over 
Councilwoman Margaret Abe-
Koga by 105 votes.

Turnout was highest among 
the single-family neighborhoods 
in the southern end of the city, 
particularly precincts in the 
Waverly Park, Cuesta Park and 
St. Francis Acres neighborhoods 
— each well exceeding 83 percent 
voter turnout. The apartment-
heavy neighborhoods of Castro 
City and the Del Medio area west 
of the San Antonio shopping 
center had the lowest voter turn-
out in the city, according to 
county data. V
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‘Let’s take a pause 
and then make sure 
that everyone else 

comes along.’
COUNCILMAN JOHN MCALISTER
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siliconvalleycf.org/ 
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Holiday Fund
Mountain View Voice

Day Worker Center
The Day Worker Center of Mountain 
View provides a secure place for workers 
and employers to negotiate wages and 
work conditions. It serves workers with 
job placements, English lessons, job skills 
workshops and guidance.

Mentor Tutor Connection
Mentor Tutor Connection matches adult 
volunteers who serve either as mentors with 
under-served youth in high school or as 
tutors to students in elementary and middle 
schools in Mountain View and Los Altos 
school districts.

Community School of Music  
and Arts
The Community School of Music and Arts 
provides hands-on art and music education 
in the classrooms of the Mountain View 
Whisman School District.

MayView Community Health 
Center
The MayView Community Health Center 
in Mountain View offers primary care 
services to low-income and uninsured 
patients in northern Santa Clara County. 
No patient is turned away for inability to 
pay for services, which include prenatal 
and pediatric care, cancer screenings and 
chronic disease management. 

YWCA Support Network  
for Domestic Violence
This group operates a 24-hour bilingual 
hotline and a safe shelter for women and 
their children. It also offers counseling and 
other services for families dealing with 
domestic violence.

Community Services Agency
CSA is the community’s safety-net providing 
critical support services for low-income 
individuals and families, the homeless and 
seniors in northern Santa Clara County, 
including Mountain View, Los Altos and  
Los Altos Hills. 

Community Health Awareness 
Council
CHAC serves Mountain View, Los Altos, 
Los Altos Hills and seven school districts. 
Among the services it offers are school-
based counseling and programs to protect 
students from high-risk behaviors.

How to Give
Your gift helps children  
and families in need
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will 

be matched dollar for dollar to the extent 

possible and will go directly to  seven 

nonprofit agencies that serve Mountain 

View residents. Last year, more than 170 

Voice readers and the Wakerly,  Packard 

and  Hewlett foundations contributed  a 

total of  $105,000. We are indebted to 

the Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

which handles all donations, and deducts no 

administrative costs from your gifts, which 

are tax-deductible as permitted by law. All 

donations will be shared equally with the 

seven recipient agencies.

This year, the following  
agencies will be supported  

by the Holiday Fund:

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name _______________________________________________________

Business Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

_______________________________________ Expires _______/_______

Signature ____________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in the Mountain View Voice unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
03 – Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
P.O. Box 45389 
San Francisco, CA 94145

The Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization. A contribution to this 
fund allows your donation to be tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

Mountain View Voice

2018
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By Mark Noack

T
o get a glimpse of tenac-
ity in action, just take a 
look inside the Mountain 

View Day Worker Center.
 Each day, dozens of individu-
als gather inside for a chance to 
earn a little by the sweat of their 
brow. The workers are a motley 
crew that includes retirees, 
immigrants and some homeless, 
but they are united in a com-
mon desire for an honest day’s 
work.
 The same perseverance is 
true for the Day Worker Cen-
ter itself, which is still going 
strong after about 20 years in 
Mountain View. But the center’s 
mission to find daily jobs for 
its members becomes a little 
harder with each passing year.
 It’s a struggle consisting of 
many little parts, said Maria 
Marroquin, the center’s founder 
and executive director. Much 
of the center’s workforce — or 
“compañeros,” as Marroquin 
puts it — are dealing with 
the most intractable problems 
in Silicon Valley. Many lack 
stable housing nearby, and 
some commute long distances 
for the uncertain prospect of an 
assignment. Winter is always 
the hardest time of year — the 
weather is gloomy and the 
jobs are sparse. Homeowners 
often hire the center’s workers 
for gutter cleaning or hanging 
Christmas lights, but it doesn’t 
replace the loss of the gardening 
chores in the warmer months. 
Marroquin also points to the 
Trump administration and its 
anti-immigrant rhetoric, which 
has create an atmosphere of fear 
for many of her workers. 
 “We’re stable and strong, but 
it’s difficult to separate what the 
administration says from the 

human side of our work,” she 
said. “Emotionally, there’s just 
more stress these days.” 
 The Mountain View Day 
Worker Center is one of seven 
nonprofit organizations serving 
Mountain View residents that 
benefit from the  Voice’s annual 
Holiday Fund. Donations are 
divided among the nonprof-
its and are administered by 
the Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation at no cost, with 100 
percent of contributions going 
to the recipients.
 The Day Worker Center 
recently hired a new associate 
director, and the organization is 
testing out some new programs. 
One recurring problem is many 
of the center’s most regular 
workers are getting up in years. 
Jobs involving hard manual 
labor are sometimes too taxing 
for them. 
 With the help of a grant, 
the center is testing out a new 
“Seniors Helping Seniors” pro-
gram, which connects older 
workers with older employers. 
It’s meant to be mutually ben-
eficial — many senior residents 
in Mountain View need help 
with basic tasks but they lack 
the money to hire ongoing help. 
Thanks to a grant from the local 
Kiwanis Club, the Day Worker 
Center is able to subsidize the 
$20-an-hour cost of sending out 
workers to handle these tasks. 
 Kent Carter, a Mountain View 
resident, is one worker who has 
occasionally been sent out to aid 
fellow seniors through the pro-
gram. On one day he was asked 
to perform simple gardening; 

on another job he was stuffing 
hundreds of envelopes, he said. 
It’s always a toss-up what the 
day’s work will involve, he said. 
 “I’m 60 years old and I don’t 
like to beat myself up,” he said. 
“You never know what kind of 
job you’re going to get when you 
walk through that door.” 
 But the chance of a job still 
beats the alternative, said Toni 
Cervantes, a Hollister resident 
who commuted three hours 
that morning to the center. She 
was hardly alone — many of the 
workers milling about the cen-
ter had traveled from far-flung 
areas to work in Mountain 
View. 
 “When I come here, I make 
more money,” Cervantes said. 
“Otherwise, I’d be working all 
day for minimum wage.” 
 The Day Worker Center plans 
to pilot another new program to 
have some of its workers teach 
classes. In particular, Marro-
quin would like to have Spanish 
as a second language courses 
taught by some of the in-house 
native speakers. A pair of work-
ers was developing a curricu-
lum that mixed language with 
cultural instruction. The goal 
is for students to gain Spanish 
proficiency while the teachers 
would learn how to educate, 
Marroquin explained. 
 “My view is that each of us has 
something to share,” she said. 
“One thing the workers know 
how to do is speak Spanish, so 
this is a way for them to share 
that knowledge.” 
 She expects the new classes to 
start sometime in February. 
 On any given morning, 

dozens of workers show up at 
the center and each are assigned 
a number representing where 
they are in the job queue. If 
your number is anywhere from 
one to 20, you have a good shot 
at a day’s work. Numbers 21 
through 30 are encouraged to 
stick around past noon, but they 
might not get work that day. 
Anyone higher than that is free 
to go rather than wait around. 
 Henry Alexander was No. 14 
on Monday as he sat around 
chatting with his colleagues. A 
retired medical quality techni-
cian from Campbell, he now 
regularly comes to Mountain 
View to work as a way “to get 
off the couch,” he said. Plus his 
acting and modeling career had 
hit a lull, he said. 
 Reaching into his backpack, 

he pulled out a March 2001 copy 
of Time magazine, and flipped 
over to a AARP advertisement 
showing his smiling face with 
a woman and a pair of kids. He 
had also appeared in ads for 
Lincoln-Mercury, Cool Whip 
and Discover credit cards, he 
said. Working at the Day Work-
er Center is an easy way to get 
occasional work while leaving 
his schedule flexible for any  
gigs, he said. 
 At that point, a clerk came out 
of the front office and called out 
Alexander’s number. There was 
a job to till a yard, she said. Did 
he want it? 
 “Like with a rototiller?” he 
asked, pondering it for a second. 
“Sure thing, sounds good.” V

Email Mark Noack at  
mnoack@mv-voice.com

Day Worker Center faces new challenge every day
20 YEARS IN, CENTER LABORS TO PROVIDE A FAIR DAY’S WORK

Mountain View Voice

2018

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Melchor Callezas Relles listens during a meeting at the Mountain View Day Worker Center, one of seven 
local nonprofits benefiting from donations to the Voice’s Holiday Fund. 

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Maria Marroquin executive director of the Day Worker Center, 
discusses holiday jobs with Moses Nerio, the associate director. Job 
prospects slow down during the winter months.

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Maria Esther Garcia Rodriguez attends a meeting at the center on 
Dec. 3. 
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 Huff staff donated everything 
from coats to gift cards, and the 
school’s third-grade students 
wrote letters of support for the 
firefighters, which were delivered 
to fire department personnel in 
Butte County. Christensen said 
family members have also sought 
to help in any way that they can, 
including with temporary hous-
ing and laying down new elec-
trical wiring to support FEMA 
operations.
 While the Camp Fire was fully 
contained as of Nov. 25, Chris-
tensen said she has continued to 
keep the donations flowing on 
a Facebook fundraiser, which 
she regularly updates. The page 
can be found at tinyurl.com/
huffhelp.

—Kevin Forestieri

TEXT FOR MENTAL HEALTH 
HELP

 Santa Clara County residents 
struggling with mental health 
crises can now use a text mes-
sage-based hotline to access help.
 The Crisis Text Line system has 
existed throughout the country 
for about five years, but county 
officials officially signed onto the 
program on Monday. 

 The hotline has received 86 
million text messages since 2013 
and offers 4,500 crisis counsel-
ors, according to the county. 
Anyone in need of help can text 
“RENEW” to 741741.
 “The ability to offer text-based 
support to people in need adds a 
new dimension to our services, 
and is an especially important 
tool to offer to young people in 
Santa Clara County,” Toni Tul-
lys, director of county’s behav-
ioral health department, said in 
a news release.
 According to the county’s open 
data portal, 1,474 people died of 
suicide between 2007 and 2016. 
In 2017, the Centers for Disease 
Control found Morgan Hill and 
Palo Alto to have the highest 
rates of suicide in the county for 
individuals between the ages of 
10 and 24.
 A large majority of users 
accessing the text hotline are 
younger than 25, and the county 
hopes the hotline will address 
suicides among teenagers and 
young adults in college.
 The text system will supple-
ment the county’s existing con-
fidential phone hotline at (855) 
278-4204.
 Supervisors approved the pro-
gram with a $24,500 contract, 
according to behavioral health 
spokesman Maury Kendall.

DONATIONS NEEDED  
FOR HOMELESS

  Homeless services in the South 
Bay are in need of reinforcements 
and donations as stormy weather 
begins affecting the Bay Area.
 Organizations gathering dona-
tions include advocates for tem-
porary homeless encampments 
as well as traditional winter 
shelters.
 Peter Miron-Conk, founder of 
the Hope Village encampment 
near Mineta San Jose Interna-
tional Airport, said there is an 
ongoing need for tents, tarps 
and sleeping bags throughout the 
year.
 During the winter, individuals 
also need warm clothes and non-
perishable food items. Donations 
for Hope Village can be dropped 
off at 318 N. First St., according to 
Miron-Conk. 
 Edie Brodsky, who organizes 
Sleeping Bags for the Homeless 
of Silicon Valley, said ponchos, 
socks and toiletries are necessary 
for the rainy season. Hand, body 
and foot warmers are available 
in bulk packs and are also very 
helpful, she said.
 Brodsky is available to pick up 
donations and takes drop-offs 
at her home address and said 
there is no limit for accepted 
goods. Individuals interested 
in contributing can reach her at 

ebrodsky@ymail.com.
 Traditional shelters, like 
HomeFirst in Milpitas, have lists 
of their “most-needed” goods 
available online. Volunteer coor-
dinator Jaclyn Salinas said these 
items include underwear for 
women, blankets, sleeping bags, 
travel-sized hygiene supplies and 
towels.
 The shelter also asks for pro-
fessional clothes for interview-
readiness, zip-top plastic bags, 
education supplies for kids and 
clothing in all sizes for men, 
women and children.
 HomeFirst accepts monetary 
donations online and by mail. 
People interested in donating 
physical items can first contact 
the shelter at donategoods@
homefirstscc.org

COUNTY FIRST IN STATE 
TO HAVE AEDS AT EVERY 
PUBLIC SCHOOL

 Santa Clara County has 
become the first in the state to 
equip each of its public schools 
with automated external defi-
brillators (AEDs) to combat sud-
den heart attacks among young 
people, the county reported last 
week.
 The nonprofit Racing Hearts 
began installing the equipment 
as a pilot program in 2014, 
which has since grown to 810 
AEDs spread among elementary, 
middle and high schools in the 
county. The organization has 
been active in adding AEDs 

throughout Palo Alto, East Palo 
Alto and the rest of the county.
 County officials said fewer 
than 10 percent of local public 
schools had access to the equip-
ment four years ago.
 “It’s a milestone moment for 
the people in our county,” Coun-
ty Supervisor Cindy Chavez said 
in a news release. “We had a goal 
of equipping all schools and we 
did it.”
 The AED models are designed 
for easy usage to defibrillate a 
heart attack victim before an 
ambulance arrives.
 More than 7,000 young people, 
mainly between the ages of 10 
to 19, die each year from sud-
den heart attacks, according to 
county officials, who said heart 
attacks can strike people of any 
age or fitness level.
 Victims survive about 5 to 8 
percent of the time when receiv-
ing only CPR, but 80 percent 
survive through the use of AEDs, 
county officials said.
 “I am so proud that Santa 
Clara County is the first county 
in the state to have this neces-
sary life-saving equipment on 
each of its campuses,” County 
Superintendent of Schools Mary 
Ann Dewan said in a news 
release.
 The equipment was funded 
through $1 million in match-
ing funds from the Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors 
with local school districts, non-
profits, foundations and indi-
viduals, according to the county.

—Bay City News Service

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
 Continued from page 4

LocalNews

THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

CDBG and HOME Funding Available
Fiscal Year 2019-20 

Public Service Programs and Capital Projects
The City of Mountain View is currently accepting applications for federal Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) and Home Investment Partnership (HOME) funds. General Fund support for cer-
tain public service programs will also be available, subject to City Council discretion. The funds will be 
awarded around April 2019 and distributed during Fiscal Year 2019-20 (July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020)

Estimated Public Service Funding Estimated Capital Project Funding
 CDBG - $95,000 CDBG - $390,000

 General Fund - $220,000 HOME - $180,000

Eligible Activities: 

Application Period: December 7, 2018 – January 11, 2019
Where to Obtain an Application:

• Download it from the City’s website at http://www.mountainview.gov, under the Community 
Development-Neighborhoods and Housing-CDBG and HOME Programs links; or

• Call the City’s Neighborhoods Division at (650) 903-6379.

Applications are due by January 11, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 

Housing and Neighborhoods Division    (650) 903-6379
Email: neighborhoods@mountainview.gov
www.mountainview.gov/neighborhoods

HIT-AND-RUN INJURES 
BICYCLIST
 Mountain View police arrested 
a driver over the weekend after 
reports that he struck a home-
less man riding a bicycle on 
Shoreline Boulevard and fled the 
scene. The bicyclist was injured.
 Police received reports of the 
hit-and-run in the early hours of 
the morning on Sunday, Dec. 2, 
around 3 a.m. The 49-year-old 
victim told police he was riding 
his bike in front of the Com-
puter History Museum headed 
northbound on Shoreline when 
he was struck by a gray Mazda 
SUV, according to police spokes-
woman Katie Nelson.
 The man was transported to 
a local hospital with moderate 
injuries, Nelson said.
 Officers found a vehicle 
matching the description pro-
vided by the victim on the 1200 
block of Charleston Road. The 
driver, a 30-year-old man, was 
found asleep inside.
 The driver was arrested on 
suspicion of hit and run and 

driving under the influence, 
both felonies, Nelson said. He 
was booked into Santa Clara 
County jail.

—Kevin Forestieri

VEHICLE THEFTS
 Sixteen thefts on Friday, Nov. 
30, stemmed from unlocked 
vehicles in Los Altos, police 
reported Monday, Dec. 3.
 In some cases, suspects were 
able to access garage open-
ers and steal property from 
inside homes, police said. The 
thefts happened overnight in 
the neighborhood surrounding 
Mountain View High School, 
police said.
 Christina Drive, Tiptoe Lane, 
Truman Avenue, Elmhurst 
Drive, Oakhurst Avenue, Heri-
tage Court, Awalt Court, Fallen 
Leaf Lane, Payne Drive and 
Loma Prieta Court were among 
the streets where thefts were 
reported.
 Police warned residents to 
lock cars, take keys and garage 
openers out of vehicles, collect 
personal belongings from inside 
cars and park in well-lit areas.

—Bay City News Service

CRIME BRIEFS
 Continued from page 4
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By Elena Kadvany

F
ans of Cho’s unassuming 
potstickers and pork buns 
panicked in 2014, when 

the owners of the longtime 
Palo Alto Chinese restaurant 
announced plans to close after 
receiving a 60-day notice from 
their landlord.
 Customers launched a peti-
tion to keep the hole-in-a-wall 
California Avenue restaurant 
from closing. Happily, owner 
Cho and wife Daisy Yu soon 
secured a new space and were 
able to reopen in downtown Los 
Altos in 2015. But come Jan. 25, 
2019, Cho Yu plans to retire and 
shutter the restaurant, accord-
ing to a Facebook post.
 “After 39 long years of serv-
ing the community his beloved 
food, Cho is finally moving on 
with his retirement,” the post 
reads. “There are no immediate 
plans for reopening in the near 
future. We apologize if this 

inconveniences anyone.” 
 The post quickly drew com-
ments from loyal customers 
lamenting the closure but also 
thanking Yu for decades of dim 
sum and memories.
 “I’ve been eating Cho’s pot-
stickers since 1986,” wrote Tyler 
Aguinaldo. “My kids grew up 
on them. I knew this day would 
come at some point ... Con-
gratulations on your retirement 
Cho. You will be sorely missed!”
 Paul Kern, who said that 
he has eaten there since 1983, 
described how Yu always 
remembered his customers.
 “His memory is astound-
ing,” Kern wrote. “Palo Alto/
Los Altos just lost more of its 
quaint, small town character, 
and in my mind, there’s not a 
lot of it left.”
 Until Jan. 25, Cho’s is open at 
209 1st St. in Los Altos daily 
from 11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. V

Email Elena Kadvany at 
ekadvany@paweekly.com
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Featured Winter Courses:

Liberal Arts & Sciences

Pivotal Moments That Shaped the Modern World • New Year, New Metabolism

The Ethics of Technological Disruption: A Conversation with Silicon Valley Leaders and Beyond

Beethoven’s Nine Symphonies • Cinema’s Most Influential Movies

The First Amendment • Ten Things from Human History: An Archaeology of Design

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus 
and online courses in liberal arts & sciences, creative writing, and

professional & personal development. All adults are welcome to attend.

Most classes begin the week of January 14. Enroll today!

Learn more and register: continuingstudies.stanford.edu

WINTER2019

coming would be an understate-
ment. Mountain View originally 
completed a feasibility study of 
various road options back in 
2004. 
 City officials dusted off those 
plans as it became clear that 
Caltrain officials intended to 
electrify the rail system, a proj-
ect expected to be completed 
by 2022. This upgrade should 
increase the speed of the trains as 
well as the number of passengers 
they can transport, and it will 
no longer be safe to have vehicles 
moving across the tracks. 
 Reconfiguring the streets won’t 
be cheap. Bringing Rengstorff 
Avenue under the Caltrain tracks 
could cost as much as $120 mil-
lion, according to past estimates 
by city officials. In addition to 
the Rengstorff Avenue crossing, 
Mountain View city officials 
are also planning to implement 

major changes at Castro Street. 
At that crossing, city officials are 
planning a $60 million project 
to close off the street to vehicle 
traffic and to build a new under-
ground crossing for bicyclists 
and pedestrians. 
 A significant portion of that 
money is expected to come from 
the Santa Clara Valley Trans-
portation Authority, which is 
setting aside $700 million of 
its Measure B sales tax funding 
for grade-separation projects. 
That pool of money is set to 
be divided between Mountain 
View, Palo Alto and Sunnyvale. 
In addition, the Rengstorff 
crossing project could get fund-
ing from the California Public 
Utilities Commission, which 
recently earmarked $20 mil-
lion for the grade-separation 
project.
 The new grade-separation 
study signed off by the Moun-
tain View City Council last week 
would put Caltrain in charge of 

launching an engineering and 
environmental study. Along with 
completing the required stud-
ies and design work, Caltrain 
officials will be responsible for 
acquiring all the needed per-
mits to ensure the project goes 
forward. 
 As they prepared to vote on 
the project, council members 
described it as a milestone after 
years of work. Councilwoman 
Margaret Abe-Koga remembered 
how around 2011 she had trav-
eled to Washington, D.C., with 
former Councilman Jac Siegel to 
request money from local con-
gressional leaders. When they 
asked for $60 million, Rep. Anna 
Eshoo erupted in laughter. 
 “But then she gave us some 
good advice to start planning and 
designing it and getting it shovel-
ready,” Abe-Koga said. “I never 
dreamed we would actually have 
a chance of funding this.” V  

Email Mark Noack at  
mnoack@mv-voice.com

RENGSTORFF
 Continued from page 5

Cho’s Mandarin Dim Sum 
closing after 39 years

MAGALI GAUTHIER

A customer walks out with his order from Cho’s Mandarin Dim Sum 
after it moved to Los Altos in 2015. 

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Beef potstickers, pork dumplings, and vegetarian egg rolls from Cho’s.
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By Karla Kane

N
o matter how busy the 
holidays get, making 
time for the arts 

is a good way to slow 
down, leave the to-do list 
undone for an evening 
and enjoy the season. 
There are plenty of local 
offerings to choose from before 
2018 draws to a close. 
 Here’s the second half of our 
holiday highlights (the first half 
ran Nov. 23), with a range of 
music, dance and theater perfor-
mances, plus some options for 
strolling, shopping and outdoor 
fun.

Gryphon Carolers

What: The Gryphon Carolers 
and All-Star Band will perform 
their annual concert of holiday 
songs from around the world. 
Where: Woodside Village 

Church, 3154 Woodside Road, 
Woodside.
When: Dec. 9, 6:30 p.m.

More information: 
brownpapertickets.com/

event/3818186.

‘Christmas Time is Here’

What: Grammy-winning jazz 
legend Dianne Reeves will sing 
holiday standards.
Where: Bing Concert Hall, 327 
Lasuen St., Stanford.
When: Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.
More information: live.stanford.
edu/calendar/december-2018/
dianne-reeves. 

‘The Snow Queen’ 

What: When the Snow Queen’s 
spell captures a young boy, his 
best friend sets out on a quest 
to save him in this whimsical 
adventure presented by Bayer 
Ballet (suitable for ages 3 and up). 
Where: Mountain View Cen-
ter for the Perform- i n g 
Arts, 500 Castro St., 
Mountain View.
When: Dec. 14 at 
7 p.m. and Dec. 
15 at 2 p.m.
More informa-
tion: tickets.mvcpa.
com/eventperformances.
asp?evt=263.

‘Winter’s Gifts: Journeys’

What: The Choral Project and 
the San Jose Chamber Orchestra 
present their annual “Winter’s 
Gifts” concert, with a theme of 
journeys both physical and emo-
tional. The concert will include 
choral works from various faith 
traditions and cultures. 
Where: First Presbyterian 

Church of Palo Alto, 1140 Cow-
per St., Palo Alto.
When: Dec. 15 at 8 p.m.
More information: choralpro-
ject.org/event/winters-gifts-
journeys-palo-alto/.

‘Jingle! Angels! Silent! 

Merry!’

What: San Francisco Choral 
Artists will offer a variety of 
seasonal singing.
Where: St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 Colorado Ave., Palo 
Alto.
When: Dec. 15, 8 p.m.
More information: sfca.
o r g / c o n c e r t _ p r o g r a m s /
jingle-angels-silent-merry/.

‘Nat ‘King’ Cole & Me’

What: Gregory Porter sings the 
songs of his greatest influence, 
Nat “King” Cole.
Where: Memorial Auditorium, 
551 Serra Mall, Stanford.
When: Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m.
More information: live.stanford.
edu/calendar/december-2018/
gregory-porter,

‘Heartfelt Season 2018’

What: Bravissimo Dance 
Studio presents a tale of a 
Grinch, Santa Claus and 
more, told through dance.
Where: Cañada College, 4200 
Farm Hill Blvd., Redwood City. 
When: Dec. 15, 4 p.m.
More information: brownpap-
ertickets.com/event/3612774.

Italian Christmas market

What: Mitchell Park Commu-
nity Center will host “Bay Area’s 
Natale,” an Italian Christmas 
market, where Italian-style crafts 
and foods will be sold, carols 
sung and more. Admission is 
free.
Where: Mitchell Park Commu-
nity Center, 3700 Middlefield 
Road, Palo Alto. 
When: Dec. 16, 10:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.
More information: bayareaital-
ianevents.com/events/bay-areas-
natale-italian-christmas-market.

‘A John Rutter Christmas’

What: Schola Cantorum pres-
ents a concert of cozy Christmas 
carols by John Rutter, followed 
by a singalong of holiday tunes.
Where: Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts, 
500 Castro St., Moun-
tain View.
When: Dec. 16, 3 p.m.
More informa-
t ion:  schol-
ac a ntor u m .org /

concerts/a-john-rutter-christ-
mas/. 

Holiday Organ Recital: 

Robert Huw Morgan

What: Stanford University 
organist Dr. Robert Huw Morgan 
will present his annual holiday 
recital.
Where: Memorial Church, 450 
Serra St., Stanford.
When: Dec. 16, 1:30 p.m.
More information: music.stan-
ford.edu/events/holiday-organ-
recital-robert-huw-morgan-2.

‘Gypsy Soul Holiday 

Experience’

What: Eclectic jazz-pop duo 
Gypsy Soul puts its own spin on 
holiday music. 
Where: Club Fox, 2209 Broad-
way St., Redwood City.
When: Dec. 16, 6 p.m
More information: clubfoxrwc.
com/event/1728470-gypsy-soul-
holiday-experience-redwood-
city/.

‘Messiah Sing’

What: Schola Cantorum’s annu-
al singalong (ages 12 and 
up) of Handel’s “Messiah” 

will be presented with Sinfo-
nia Schola Cantorum. Scores 

will be available. 

Where: Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts, 500 
Castro St., Mountain View.
When: Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m.
More information: tickets.
mvcpa.com/eventperformances.
asp?evt=241. 

‘An Irish Christmas’

What: The music and dance of 
the Emerald Isle comes to the 
Peninsula for a performance of 
Irish dancing and singing with a 
holiday theme.
Where: Mountain 
View Center for the 
Performing Arts, 500 
Castro St., Mountain 
View.
When: Dec. 20, 7 p.m.
More information: tickets.
mvcpa.com/eventperformances.
asp?evt=256.

Oakland Interfaith  

Gospel Choir

What: The OIGC will perform 
a concert of gospel and spiritual 
music holiday music. 
Where: Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts, 
500 Castro St., Mountain 
View.
When: Dec. 21, 7:30 p.m.
More information: tickets.
mvcpa.com/eventperformances.
asp?evt=242. 

    Winter Solstice 

         Bike Ride

What: GreenTown Los Altos will 
lead an 8-mile bike ride starting 
at Peet’s in Los Altos, visiting 
“Christmas Tree Lane” in Palo 
Alto and stopping for hot choco-
late on the way back. 
Where: 367 State St., Los Altos.
When: Dec. 21, 6:30 p.m.
More information: eventbrite.
com/e/winter-solstice-night-
bike-ride-tickets-50814414281. 

‘Music in My Soul’

What: The Taylor Street Stop 
and friends will perform holiday 
hits and classics from the Great 
American Songbook. 
Where: Angelica’s, 863 Main 
St., Redwood City.
When: Dec. 22, 8:30 p.m.

More information: angeli-
caswm.tunestub.com/event.
cfm?cart&id=284574.

Holidays at Filoli

What: Filoli will be hosting 
holiday decor and special events 
throughout the season. 
Where: Filoli Historic House 
& Garden, 86 Cañada Road, 
Woodside.
When: Through Dec. 23; sched-
ule varies.
More information: filoli.org/
events/holidays/.  V

Email Karla Kane at  
kkane@paweekly.com. 

More merriment ahead

MAGALI GAUTHIER

HOLIDAY SPARKLE
Crowds of people cross Castro Street as the city’s Community Tree Lighting Celebration wrapped up on 
a chilly Monday night, Dec. 3. The tree in Civic Center Plaza will remain lit through the holiday season. 
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EDITORIAL

YOUR LETTERS

GUEST OPINIONSView

point

Donate to the Voice Holiday Fund

T
he holidays are a special time of year for many, marked by 
cherished family traditions and time spent with loved ones.
 It’s also a time of year when people often volunteer with 

local nonprofits or donate to people in need. In that vein, we ask 
that you consider giving to the Voice’s Holiday Fund this year.
 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among 
seven recipient agencies that serve Mountain View residents: Men-
tor Tutor Connection, the Day Worker Center of Mountain View, 
the Community School of Music and Arts, the MayView Com-
munity Health Center, YWCA Support Network for Domestic 
Violence, the Community Services Agency, and the Community 
Health Awareness Council.
 The organizations serve a vital role in our community, providing 
crucial services that help low-income and homeless individuals 
and families as well as those grappling with domestic violence 
and mental health issues. They also provide youth and adults 

with tools to help them advance and succeed in school and their 
careers. The Day Worker Center, for example, helps workers with 
job placement, English lessons, and job skills workshops, while 
Mentor Tutor Connection volunteers mentor underserved high 
schoolers and tutor elementary and middle school students in the 
Mountain View and Los Altos school districts.
 The Silicon Valley Community Foundation handles all dona-
tions and does not deduct administrative costs from gifts, which 
are tax-deductible. Donors can contribute anonymously or in 
someone’s honor or memory, and donations can be sent in the mail 
(see our ad on Page 10 for instructions) or online at siliconvalleycf.
org/mvv-holiday-fund. 
 Last year, more than 170 Voice readers and the Wakerly, Packard 
and Hewlett foundations contributed a total of $105,000 to the Holi-
day Fund. We hope to see even more money raised this year to give 
back to the organizations that do so much for our community. V
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ROYAL VIKING 
REDEVELOPMENT

Every evening for the last three 
years I have walked my dog, 
Calli, through the Royal Viking 
apartment complex on Rock 
Street near Rengstorff. Over the 
years Calli and I have gotten to 
know the Royal Viking tenants 
and been welcomed into their 
lives and community. We have 
been included in birthday par-
ties, soccer games with the kids 
and community gatherings held 
in the carports. One evening last 
July we came upon a large tenant 
gathering out in the parking lot. 
All 20 units in the complex had 
just been given eviction notices 
and notified of an upcoming sale 
of the property. The 20 afford-
able apartments are slated to be 
torn down and replaced with 15 
luxury condos. Understandably, 
my friends and neighbors are 
terrified and dismayed at the 
prospect of finding new homes 
either in Mountain View or sur-
rounding cities.
 As of July 2018, there were 
600 to 740 rental units moving 
toward demolition. Royal Viking 
makes up 20 of these units. The 
developer is planning on selling 
the new units for less than $1.7 
million, far out of the price range 
of those anticipating displace-
ment. The socio-economic fabric 
of Mountain View is changing 
in a way a lot of us do not like. 
Our friends and kids will need to 
leave Mountain View for the sake 
of a few corporate landlords and 
developers.

 On Tuesday, Dec.11, the City 
Council will be deciding on the 
demolition permit for Royal 
Viking. Join me at the meeting 
and ask the council to put the 
brakes on this transition until 
we have a plan. Council, the 
longer you wait, the more afford-
able housing we lose. It will be 
very difficult to bring back. My 
friends and kids will not be able 
to live here. Let’s enact a tem-
porary, citywide moratorium 
on demolitions until we can 
come up with a sensible plan 
for managing our city’s growth 
and evolution. Do not grant the 
demolition permit for Royal 
Viking. Let’s pause and figure 
this out.

Dave Arnone
Middlefield Road

NO PRECONDITIONS
 I’ve read the recent call for 
cooperation between the Los 
Altos School District and Bullis 
Charter School boards, ask-
ing them to work together 
creatively for solutions to the 
facilities issues. I fully agree 
that compromise and working 
together toward shared goals 
is better than confrontation 
and being unyielding. I want 
to put out a call of my own for 
the City Council and LASD 
to do the same when it comes 
to working together to create 
incredibly needed park spaces 
and sports facilities in the San 
Antonio neighborhood while 
providing a critical extra site 
for the charter district facilities 

puzzle. I encourage all parties 
to remember that over time, 
schools house different popu-
lations depending on the cur-
rent circumstances. By working 
together without preconditions 
about what school will be placed 
there first, the city will be able 
to provide the community with 
a valuable large open space and 
recreational amenities, and the 
district will be able to acquire a 
needed 10th site to help provide 
for the 10 school communities 
that they are obligated to house.

Nancy Morimoto
Whits Road

THEFT ON CALTRAIN
 Caltrain is planning to remove 
seats from the cars for bike 
riders, and achieve security 
through cameras. I ride with my 
bike on Caltrain every day from 
Palo Alto to San Francisco, and 
have been commuting by bike 
on Caltrain for 20 years. I’ve 
seen bike thefts, and attempts 
that were blocked by people 
who could see the perpetra-
tor. There’s also theft of gear, 
which can be hard to see with 
a camera. Security cameras are 
not sufficient as people can hide 
their faces from fixed cams, but 
not from a crowd of watchful 
passengers, and by the time 
the theft is detected, the perp is 
gone. We need seats within view 
of bikes on electrified Caltrain 
so riders can keep an eye on 
their bikes and gear.

Cedric de La Beaujardiere
Palo Alto

KUDOS FOR A LOCAL 
AUTHOR

 Seventy-five Los Altos and 
Mountain View locals and I were 
treated on Saturday, Dec. 1, to a 
presentation by Los Altos author 
and sixth grade Gardner Bullis 
Elementary teacher Devik Sch-
reiner launching his new book, 
“The Oregon Story.” The presen-
tation was beyond delightful and 
Bullis students, local residents, 
and past now-adult students of 
Devik’s were treated to an hour 
of our laughing, enthusiastic 
audience participation. Devik 
read an excerpt from his book, 
and we were fascinated with his 
stupid human tricks and riveted 
by his humor and wonderfully 
approachable personality. We 
were happy to patiently wait in 
the long queue so that Devik 
could sign books with a personal 
note for each of us.
 If the community is again 
presented with the opportunity 
to spend a wonderful hour in 
support of our local teacher and 
author, don’t miss it.

Emmanuela Raquelle 
(Devik’s mother)

Boulder Creek 

What’s on 
your mind?

Tell us your thoughts on mat-
ters of interest to the commu-
nity by sending your letters 
to letters@MV-Voice.com. Or 
snail-mail them to: Mountain 
View Voice, P.O. Box 405, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.
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Clockwise from top left: Alison Share, Western Ballet’s assistant artistic director, 
runs through her steps as the Sugar Plum Fairy backstage on Dec. 2; Suzanne Pallo 
puts lipstick on daughter Sophie; Joe LaChance stretches in the men’s dressing room; 
dancing elves, ages 5 to 12, line up to go on stage; dance students watch Sugar Plum 
Fairy Alison Share rehearse; dancers run through the Waltz of the Snowflakes; Ernest 
Hui holds his fake mustache as the glue dries.

P
utting on a production of “The Nut-
cracker” is no small feat, despite the 
bevy of local performances on offer 

during the holiday season. Mountain View’s 
Western Ballet allowed Voice photographer 
Magali Gauthier behind the scenes at the 
Mountain View Center for the Performing 
Arts to document the controlled chaos as 
about 120 student and professional danc-
ers prepared to delight audiences with the 
beloved Christmas ballet. 

Raising the curtain  
on ‘The Nutcracker’
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THIS IS THE SITE OF FRED AND 
SUSAN’S HEART CONDITIONS. 

THIS IS FRED AND SUSAN.

Fred and Susan prefer to be known as a caring husband, loving wife 
and partners in building their dream home. Thanks to the heart experts 
at El Camino Hospital, they’re back on track. With sophisticated heart 
care like minimally invasive ablation therapy for Fred and a pacemaker 
revision for Susan, we helped them get back to enjoying retirement on 
their terms. At El Camino Hospital, we believe in delivering care as 
dynamic as the people we serve. People just like Fred and Susan.   
Learn more at elcaminohospital.org/stories 

THEY WON’T LET THEIR HEALTH

ISSUES DEFINE THEIR LIVES. 
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS
Flex College Prep
4600 El Camino Real, Suite 201,  
Los Altos. 650-947-7742 / info@ 
flexcollegeprep.com / flexcollegeprep.com
Flex College Prep assists high school 
students with college applications and 
essays and preparing for SAT, ACT and 
AP tests. It also offers tutorial sessions 
for high school subjects, as well as some 
programs for middle school students. A 
free education seminar regarding college 
application early decision results will be 
held Jan. 10.

Zenith Tutoring
1000 Elwell Court, Suite 160, Palo Alto.
650-823-4703 / info@zenithtutoring.com 
zenithtutoring.com
Zenith Tutoring offers SAT and ACT 
exam preparation, online classes and 
coaching through the college applica-
tion process, as well as private tutoring.

DANCE
Alberto’s Salsa Studio &  
Ultra Lounge
736 W. Dana St., Mountain View.
408-460-0448 
clubalbertos@gmail.com / albertos.com
Alberto’s holds lessons throughout 
the week for salsa (Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays), bachata (Wednes-
days) and tango (Sundays) styles of 

dancing for beginners and those with 
more experience.

Bayer Ballet Academy
2028 Old Middlefield Way,  
Mountain View. 650-988-9971  
info@bayerballetacademy.com  
bayerballetacademy.com
Bayer Ballet Academy is a school of Rus-
sian ballet that teaches the Vaganova 
method beginning with children at age 
3. The academy offers a variety of classes 
to prepare students for the professional 
level, as well as a program specifically 
for boys. Enrollment for ages 3-18 is now 
open online.

The Lively Foundation
Mountain View Masonic Center,  
890 Church St., Mountain View.
650-969-4110 / livelyfoundation@ 
sbcglobal.net / livelyfoundation.org
The Lively School offers private and 
small group classes for adults in all levels 
of contemporary dance, ballet, yoga and 
meditation, as well as classes in ballet 
and creative movement and storytelling 
for youngsters.

MamboNova Dance Studio
223 Moffett Blvd., Mountain View.
925-250-9552 / mambonova17@ 
gmail.com / mambonova.net
MamboNova Dance Company offers 
group lessons in salsa and bachata. 
Private dance classes are also offered for 
individuals and couples.

Pacific Ballet Academy
295 Polaris Ave., Mountain View.
650-969-4614 / director@pacificballet.org  
pacificballet.org
The Pacific Ballet Academy instructs 
students ranging in age from 3 1/2 to 
18 in the Russian ballet method. Adult 
classes are also offered, for beginning 
and intermediate dancers.

Western Ballet
914 N. Rengstorff Ave., Suite B,  
Mountain View. 650-968-4455  
westernballet.org
Western Ballet holds ballet classes 
that draw from the Russian Vaganova 
method and the newer more “open” 
classical method. Classes are available 
for children, teens and adults and for 
both newcomers and those pursuing 
professional careers. Youth program 
resumes on Jan. 7.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
REI
2450 Charleston Road, Mountain View.
650-969-1938   
rei.com/stores/mountain-view.html
REI regularly offers classes on topics 
such as bike maintenance, camping 
skills, outdoor navigation and more.

Shoreline Lake
3160 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View.
650-965-7474 / boathouse@ 
shorelinelake.com / shorelinelake.com
Shoreline Lake’s Boathouse offers a vari-
ety of group lessons for sailing, stand-up 
paddling, kayaking and windsurfing, as 
well as private lessons.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Bald Eagle Sports Camps
201 Almond Ave., Los Altos.
888-505-2253 / bob@baldeaglecamps.com  
baldeaglecamps.com
Bald Eagle Sports Camps offer programs 
in every season, including a unique multi-
sport camp that incorporates a variety of 
team-centered, non-traditional games 
designed for all athletes to feel included, 
engaged, appropriately challenged and 

highly active. It’s a Positive Coaching 
Alliance (PCA) partner-based program 
that offers a growing number of camps 
and leadership experiences for youth in 
grades K-12. Sign up for programs online.

Barre3
4758 W. El Camino Real, Los Altos.
650-481-8139 / losaltos@barre3.com  
barre3.com/locations/los-altos
Classes at this studio combine bal-
let barre exercises with elements of 
yoga and Pilates, aiming to help stu-
dents develop flexibility, strength and 
improved posture.

Bomitra Yoga Mountain View
1910 W. El Camino Real, Suite E, 
Mountain View. 650-967-2968  
info@bomitrayoga.com 
bomitrayoga.com
In its 90-minute classes, Bikram Yoga 
Mountain View instructs students in 26 
hatha yoga postures and two breathing 
exercises in a heated room. Classes are 
held each day of the week.

California Yoga Center
1776 Miramonte Ave., Mountain View.
650-967-5702 / californiayoga.com
California Yoga Center in Mountain 
View holds asana yoga classes for stu-
dents at beginning, intermediate and 
advanced levels. The center also holds 
classes on pranayama, restorative yoga 
and back care. Sign-up for winter work-
shop classes online.

Mountain View Tennis
Cuesta Tennis Center, 685 Cuesta 
Drive, Mountain View.
650-967-5955 / info@mountainviewten-
nis.net / mountainviewtennis.net
Taught by expert coaches, Mountain 
View Tennis’ affordable programs for 
youth and adult tennis players of all 
abilities are held at Cuesta, Rengstorff, 
Whisman and Cooper tennis courts. 
Winter junior program begins Jan. 5. 

The Little Gym
1910 W. El Camino Real Unit F,  
Mountain View. 650-961-8100  
tlgmtviewca@thelittlegym.com  
tlgmtviewca.com
The Little Gym offers a range of classes for 
children from 4 months to 12 years of age 
with a mission to facilitate holistic skill 
development through movement, music, 
learning and laughter. The Winter Won-
derland camp for ages 3-8 begins Dec. 17.

Yoga Belly
455 Castro St., Mountain View.
650-862-3976 / info@yogabellystudio.com 
yogabellystudio.com
Yoga Belly offers yoga classes in heated 
and non-heated rooms, more physical 
YBX classes and Yoga Tune Up sessions, 
which combine yoga, corrective exercise 
and self-massage.

Yoga is Youthfulness
590 Castro St., Mountain View.
650-964-5277 / info@yogaisyouth.com  
yogaisyouth.com
Yoga is Youthfulness offers classes for 
students of all levels daily, including 
early in the morning and in the eve-
nings. Classes teach ashtanga, iyengar 
and hatha styles of yoga, as well as other 
subjects like prenatal yoga and medita-
tion. Classes are offered everyday. View 
upcoming workshops online.

FOR SENIORS
Mountain View Senior Center
266 Escuela Ave., Mountain View.
650-903-6330 
senior.center@mountainview.gov  
mountainview.gov/seniors
The Mountain View Senior Center orga-
nizes a wide array of classes exploring 
topics and activities such as art, music, 
dance, languages, computer use and exer-
cise including Feldenkrais and pickleball, 
a low-impact game played with a paddle.

Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center
270 Esuela Ave., Mountain View.
650-289-5499 / avenidas.org
Avenidas offers a plethora of classes, 
as well as lectures and workshops, for 
seniors focusing on topics such as gen-
eral health, physical fitness, languages, 
humanities, computing, music and writ-
ing. Membership costs, fees and class 
descriptions are listed on the website. 
Classes are held at the Palo Alto campus 
in Building 1 at Cubberley Community 
Center, 4000 Middlefield Road.

MUSIC AND ARTS
Community School  
of Music and Arts
Finn Center, 230 San Antonio Circle, 
Mountain View. 650-917-6800  
info@arts4all.org / arts4all.org
The Community School of Music and 
Arts (CSMA) offers classes year-round 
in music, visual and digital arts, with 
courses suited for adults and children 
as young as preschool-age. Registration 
for spring and winter programs and the 
Holiday Art Camp are now open online.

Custom Handweavers
2263 Old Middlefield Way,  
Mountain View. 650-967-0831  
webemit@sbcglobal.net  
customhandweavers.com
Ongoing classes — both day and evening 
sessions — are offered in weaving for all 
experience levels. Workshops on different 
weaving techniques (Navajo, tapestry 
and Temari) are held periodically. Classes 
offered Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.

Peninsula Youth Theatre
2500 Old Middlefield Way, Mountain 
View. 650-988-8798   
info@pytnet.org / pytnet.org
Peninsula Youth Theatre (PYT) offers 
drama classes in acting, musical theater 

ClassGuide

Online registration opens on 
January 7.

OPEN ENROLLMENT 2019 – 20
(Kindergarten – 8th grade)

January 7 – February 3

OP

1400 Montecito Ave., Mountain View
650-526-3500 • www.mvwsd.org

For more information please visit  
www.mvwsd.org/register

Para información en español, visite nuestra página web.

YOUR PRE M IE RE DANC E STUDIO
jazz · ballet · hip-hop · tap · lyrical · acro · adult classes · 18 months - adult

Performance & Competitive Dance Teams for Girls and Boys ages 4-18

Now Enrolling! 
MOUNTAIN VIEW STUDIO
820 E. El Camino Real, Unit H

Mountain View · (650) 695-5937
westvalleydanceco.com
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BEST DANCE PROGRAM

The Class Guide is 
published quarterly by 

the Palo Alto Weekly, The 
Almanac and the Mountain 

View Voice.
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T
he new year is right around the corner, which means it’s another chance 

to reflect and write down resolutions. Looking to become more physi-

cally fit this year? Want to become a better cook? Spend more time with 

friends and family? Learn another language and travel more? Whatever it is, 

fulfill your goals more easily this year and have fun while doing it with the 

plethora of classes and other activities offered along the Midpeninsula this 

season. Our list of local offerings is bound to help fulfill at least one of your 

goals, interests or passions.
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and other skills to children of various 
abilities and ages. Winter classes begin 
Jan. 14. Auditions for “Check Please” 
for ages 13 and up are being held Dec. 
16, 1-3 p.m.

Savvy Cellar Wines
750 W. Evelyn Ave., Mountain View.
650-969-3958 / info@savvycellar.com / 
savvycellar.com
Savvy Cellars Wines holds occasional 
classes on various wines and wine top-
ics, including regional wines, wine-food 
pairing and wine tasting for novices. 
Students must be 21 or older to attend.

Tumasov Fine Art Studio
823 W. El Camino Real, Mountain 
View. 415-490-8925  
tumasovfineartstudio@gmail.com  
tumasovfineart.com
The studio offers workshops and classes 
in painting, drawing, ceramics, piano 
and more, as well as an after-school art 
program for kids.

Veksler Academy  
of Music and Dance
Mountain View Campus:  
1710 Miramonte Ave., Mountain View.
650-254-0777 / veksleracademy.com
This school program teaches ballet, tap, 
jazz, lyrical and hip-hop dance classes for 
youth ages 3 and up. Group music pro-
grams include preschool music classes 
and a children’s choir. Private music les-
sons are also available. Register online.

West Valley Music
262 Castro St., Mountain View.
650-961-1566 / info@westvalleymusic.com 
westvalleymusic.com
West Valley Music helps students further 
their music skills or try their hand at 
different instruments. Group lessons 
are held for instruments such as piano, 
guitar, ukulele and violin, as well as band 
and orchestra. Private lessons are also 
offered. Winter classes begin in January.

PARENT EDUCATION
El Camino Hospital childbirth 
and parenting classes
Mountain View Campus, 2500 Grant 
Road, Mountain View. 650-940-7000 
elcaminohospital.org/services/
mother-baby-care
El Camino Hospital holds ongoing 
classes specifically for expecting moth-
ers, mothers, their spouses and children. 
Subjects include childbirth preparation, 
breastfeeding preparation and infant 
safety. Support groups are also orga-
nized. Register online.

SCHOOL DAYS
Action Day Primary Plus
333 Eunice Ave., Mountain View.
650-967-3780  
mtnview@actiondayprimaryplus.com 
actiondayprimaryplus.com
Action Day Primary Plus in Mountain 
View serves infants and children in 
preschool and kindergarten. The school 
offers enrichment activities and extend-
ed day care, and its facilities are spacious.

Building Kidz
250 E. Dana St., Mountain View.
650-967-8000 / Buildingkidzschool.com  
info@buildingkidz.com
Building Kidz School provides infant, 
toddler, preschool, kindergarten and 
school age care that encourages a life-
long interest in learning through aca-
demics and performing arts. Before- and 
after-school programs are also offered.

Emerson School
2800 W. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto.
650-424-1267  
emersonschool@headsup.org  
headsup.org/emerson-school
Emerson School provides a full-day, year-
round program for grades 1-8, teaching 
a personalized, Montessori curriculum. 
Lessons draw from classical subjects and 
other areas, including art, music, foreign 

language, physical education, communi-
cation, life skills and more. Apply online.

German International School 
of Silicon Valley
310 Easy St., Mountain View.
650-254-0748 / office@gissv.org 
gissv.org/gissv-home-english
The German International School of 
Silicon Valley is a private school provid-
ing preschool to high school students 
with a bilingual education. The school 
also offers German language courses for 
all ages on Saturdays.

HeadsUp! Child Development 
Center
2800 W. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto.
650-424-1221 / pacdc@headsup.org  
headsup.org/headsup
HeadsUp! Child Development Center 
serves infants, toddlers and preschoolers 
(to age 6) with a full-day program, year-
round. A half-day kindergarten program 
and a bilingual Chinese-English pre-
school classroom are also available. The 
Montessori curriculum focuses on build-
ing thinking skills and personal values. 

Kehillah Jewish High School
3900 Fabian Way, Palo Alto.
650-213-9600 / kehillah.org
This college-preparatory high school 
features a full range of academic courses 
with small class sizes, modern science 

and computer labs, art and music stu-
dios, a drama program, sports teams 
and more. The online application for 
students applying for admission to aca-
demic year 2019-2020 is now available.

Palo Alto Preparatory
2462 Wyandotte St., Mountain View.
650-493-7071 ext. 102 / info@paloalto 
prep.com / paloaltoprep.com
Palo Alto Prep School is a private high 
school that offers a mixture of flexibil-
ity and structure, embraces differences, 
facilitates academic and social success, 
and prepares students for college.

St. Simon Parish School
1840 Grant Road, Los Altos.
650-968-9952 / tclark@stsimon.org  
school.stsimon.org
St. Simon Parish School educates chil-
dren from preschool through eighth 
grade, combining academic rigor with 
Catholic values and providing an 
emphasis on social justice and service. 
It also supplies a range of enrichment 
and athletic opportunities.

Waldorf School of the 
Peninsula
Mountain View Campus:  
180 N. Rengstorff Ave., Mountain View.
650-417-7600 
Los Altos Campus:  
11311 Mora Drive, Los Altos

650-209-9400
admissions@waldorfpeninsula.org / 
waldorfpeninsula.org
Waldorf School of the Peninsula 
serves children from nursery up 
through high school. Areas of focus 
include fostering self-discipline, criti-
cal thinking, independence and coop-
eration, creative expression and a love 
of learning.

Yew Chung International 
School of Silicon Valley (YCIS)
310 Easy St., Mountain View.
650-903-0986 / admissions@sv.ycef.com  
ycis-sv.com
YCIS provides a multicultural and bilin-
gual (English and Mandarin Chinese) 
education to children from preschool 
to middle school. Teachers facilitate 
student’s academic, personal and social 
development and emphasize a global 
perspective.

SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE

Mountain View-Los Altos 
Adult Education
333 Moffett Blvd., Mountain View.
650-940-1333
mvla.net/MVLA_Adult_Education
The adult school offers courses in arts 
and crafts, computer skills, vocational 

skills, English as a second language, 
music, dance, needlework, family edu-
cation, physical fitness and more. The 
school also has high school diploma 
and GED preparation programs. Winter 
session begins Jan. 7. 

Class Guides are published quarterly in 
the Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain View 
Voice and the Almanac. Descriptions 
of classes offered in Palo Alto, Stanford, 
Menlo Park, Mountain View, Atherton, 
East Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Altos 
Hills, Portola Valley and Woodside are 
provided. Listings are free and subject to 
editing. Due to space constraints, classes 
held in the above cities are given priority.
To inquire about submitting a listing for 
the next Class Guide, email Class Guide 
editor Christine Lee at clee@paweekly.
com or call 650-223-6526. To place a paid 
advertisement in the Class Guide, call 
the display advertising department at 
650-326-8210.

ADVERTISER 
DIRECTORY

Community School Of Music And Arts
Early Learning Institute
• Emerson School
• HeadsUp! Child Development Centers
Jacki Sorensen’s Fitness Classes
West Valley Dance Company

HeadsUp!
• Year-round, full-day program for ages 0-6
• Individualized Montessori curriculum
• International curriculum (Chinese, Spanish)
• Cultivation of thinking skills & personal values
• Bilingual Chinese-English classroom option

Child Development Centers

REGISTER NOW!arts4all.orgNew classes start 
in January.

Art & Music
Classes
Preschool
Art & Music
Private
Music
Lessons

We've been dancing for over 30 Years

Aerobic Dance Class
Abdominal Work     Strength Training     Fun Aerobic Routines

Mon-Wed-Fri • 9-10AM
Mountain View Masonic Lodge

890 Church Street (next to Library)
joanier@pacbell.net or (650) 941-1002

Complimentary childcare services

Have Fun! Get Fit!
Free Childcare

New session starts  
Monday, January 7, 2019

CALL FOR A PRIVATE TOUR (650) 424-1267

Individualized, self-paced, Montessori curriculum
Emphasis on personal goal setting and time management
Foreign languages, art, and music included for all students
Cultivation of thinking skills and personal values
Year-round, full-day, program for grades 1-8

ClassGuide
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Fine Crafts • HOLIDAY 

FAIR • Local Artists

Fri.-Sun 10am-5pm • December 7-9

Hoover House 

(aka “The Girl 

Scout House”) 

1120  Hopkins,

Palo Alto 

Fri. Su
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For information:

650.625.1736

TheArtifactory@aol.com

ArtifactoryHolidayFair.com

Get local 

for the 

holidays
Contact your Mountain View Voice  

Sales Rep to learn how you can reach the local  
market with your holiday message.

650-326-8210

An easy and 
affordable way 
to advertise in 

print and online 
for the holidays

O N L I N E

Here come the Holidays
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

MOVIE REVIEWS

BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENTWeekend

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

COMFORTING SEAFOOD MENU TAKES CENTER 
STAGE AT CONVIVIAL RUSTIC HOUSE 

Story by Monica Schreiber  |  Photos by Magali Gauthier

I
t is Friday night at the year-
old Rustic House Oyster Bar 
and Grill in downtown Los 

Altos. Couples sip cocktails next 
to parents grabbing a night out 
with their kids and nobody but 
me seems annoyed by the muted 
TV screens flashing frenetically 
around the massive, U-shaped 
bar at the center of the action. 
But aside from the screen over-
load and an uninspired dessert 
menu, Rustic House is a self-
assured restaurant that makes 
few other missteps. 

Rustic House offers seafood 
standards, including oysters, 
along with artisan pizzas, excel-
lent beers on tap and tasty 
cocktails. Its friendly service 
take diners to an easy-going 
place that is at once down home 
and upmarket. It has brought a 
vibrant, something-for-every-
one vibe to the corner of Main 
and Second streets.

The Los Altos location is 

the little sister to a 3-year-old 
Rustic House in San Carlos. 
The new owners took over the 
spot that was vacated abruptly 
by Turn Bar and Grill last 
August. Half Moon Bay resi-
dent Jerry Beltramo and his 
son-in-law Dave Parks own 
both Rustic Houses while Parks 
also operates two other San 
Carlos restaurants: The Office 
Bar and Grill, site of Parks’ 
former real estate office, and 3 
Pigs BBQ. 

“One of our goals with the 
Los Altos Rustic House is 
to offer something for the 
whole community, to be a place 
where everyone feels welcome,” 
said Beltramo (no relation to 
Menlo Park’s famed, now-
retired liquor store family). 
“We already know so many 
familiar faces and that actually 
feels very emotional.” 

Three kinds of oysters — Kusshi, Kumamoto and Hood Canal — are accompanied by four sauces at 
Rustic House Oyster Bar and Grill in Los Altos.

The lobster roll is lightly tossed with a spicy-mayonnaise dressing and served with 
steak fries.

Bartender Henry Yen prepares a whiskey drink at Rustic House on Dec. 4.

 See RUSTIC HOUSE, page 22
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751 El Camino Real, Sunnyvale  •  (408) 245-3710

Prime Rib Feast 
(shown with suggested serving ideas)

Order Your Holiday Feast & Pies Today 
at mariecallenders.com

Some customer loyalty may be 
inspired by the fact that Rustic 
House charges no corkage fee for 
the first bottle of wine, increas-
ingly a rarity at local restaurants, 
given how tempting it must be 
for owners to squeeze some of 
their often-narrow profits out of 
wine sales and markups. (Plus, 
the bar stays open an hour later 
than the kitchen, until 11 p.m. on 
weekends.) 

Rustic House brings in oysters 
daily from a variety of purveyors, 
offering at least three selections 
on the changing raw menu. 
Flavorful Hood Canal oysters 
from Puget Sound, Kumamoto, 
originally from Japan but long 
cultivated on the West Coast, 
and the diminutive Kusshi were 
on offer during my visits. Prices 
range from $8.95 for three of the 
Hood Canal variety to $42.95 
for a dozen of the Kumamoto or 
Kusshi. 

Even the most ardent connois-
seurs of the bivalve have to admit 
that raw or grilled oysters are, 
on some level, a pricey vehicle 
for accompanying sauces and 
enhancing flavors. Rustic House 
gets it, offering four excellent 
sauces with each order from the 
raw bar, including a light Rustic 
wash (vinegar, shallots and jala-
peños) and a tangy and peppery 
chipotle mignonette. The grilled 
bourbon oysters (three for $10, 
six for $18 and a dozen for $32) 
were my favorite: good-sized, 
non-briny beauties dropped on 
the grill for a few minutes and 
bathed in a decadent sauce of chi-
potle chilies, garlic, butter, brown 
sugar and a dash of bourbon.

The ceviche ($12.95) was an 
ample serving of lemon and lime 
juice-cured shrimp, tomatoes, 

RUSTIC HOUSE
 Continued from page 21

Grilled mahi mahi tacos are served with chipotle cabbage and topped 
with pineapple salsa.

The seafood pasta at Rustic House is linguine with prawns, clams and sun-dried tomatoes in a white 
wine sauce.



December 7, 2018    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    23

Weekend

Mountain View  •  615 W. El Camino Real  •  (650) 967-0851
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Best  of

Open 7 days 
Lunch & Dinner 11am-9pm; Fri ’til 10pm

Breakfast on Weekends 8am-2pm
Mountain View • 615

Happy Hour 
4pm-9pm Sun-Thurs

 

 • Kids 12 & under - buy 1 get 1 free*
*item from kids menu of equal or lesser value 

Clarkes.com

70 
th

 year
ANNIVERSARY!

sser value 
NOW HIRING

applications @clarkes.com 
and Restaurant

No Place 
Like Home 
for the 
Holidays

JOIN US for a FREE Avenidas Village Coffee 
Chat on December 13 at 10 AM. RSVP today!

Who says you have to leave your home just 
because you’ve gotten older? Avenidas Village 
can help you stay in the home you love.

(650) 289-5405 WWW.AVENIDAS.ORG

Village
Your life, your way, in your home

a guide to the spiritual communitya guide to the spiritual 
Inspirations

Ordinary People. Real Faith. 
Meaningful Community.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

360 S. Shoreline Blvd, 
Mountan View, CA 94041

Sundays at 4pm

Nursery and Vine Kidz Available

(650) 822-VINE
info@newvine.com

www.newvine.cc

To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
please email  

sales@ 
embarcadero 

publishing.com

Public Notices
The Mountain View Voice is adjudicated  

to publish in Santa Clara County.

Public Hearing Notices • Resolutions • Bid Notices
Notices of Petition to Administer Estate 

Lien Sale • Trustee’s Sale

Deadline is 5 p.m. the previous Friday

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578  
or email asantillan@paweekly.com  

for assistance with your legal advertising needs.

D I N I N G N O T E S

Rustic House  
Oyster Bar and Grill  

295 Main St., Los Altos  
rustichouselosaltos.com

Hours: Sunday-Thursday, 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday-

Saturday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

 

Full bar

Excellent

Credit cards

Reservations

Catering

Outdoor seating

Parking

Wheelchair 
access

Alcohol

Bathroom

onions and jalapeño served with 
a mountain of house-made tor-
tilla chips. A heavy hand with 
the diced tomatoes made this 
starter too reminiscent of salsa, 
but the tangy heat was nicely 
balanced and the copious shrimp 
were fresh and plump. A grilled 
artichoke ($10.95) had a nice 
smoky flavor and the accom-
panying lemon-garlic aioli was 
tangy and on point. The sautéed 
prawns ($15.95) made for an 
intensely flavored, savory appe-
tizer comprised of five medium-
sized shrimp in a slightly sweet 
bourbon-butter sauce studded 
with pancetta and diced shallots. 

The lobster roll ($23.95) is the 
Maine variety, served chilled 
with a mayonnaise-and-herb 
dressing. I am partial to a 
Connecticut-style roll — warm 
lobster meat unadulterated with 
anything but butter — but Rustic 
House’s sandwich, bursting with 
hunks of sweet lobster and very 
lightly dressed, won me over. The 
accompanying steak fries were 
fresh-from-the-fryer perfection: 
crispy and piping hot. Also crispy 
and delicious were the beer-
battered fish and chips ($16.95), 
which evidenced just the right 
ratio of batter to flakey cod. 

The grilled mahi mahi entrée 
($27.95) arrived with a large dol-
lop of creamy mashed potatoes 
and a side of flavorful roasted 
carrots. A few seconds too long 
on the grill can quickly dry out 
this firm, sweet fish, but Rustic 
House’s chef perfectly executed 
our moist piece of line-caught 
mahi mahi, made citrusy with a 
lime glaze and a salsa of tropical 
fruits.

We also ordered a trio of tacos, 
one wild Alaskan cod and two 
grilled shrimp ($15.95 for two; 
$6.95 for an add-on). The large 
soft tacos were served in cute 
little holders, with each taco 
standing at attention and driz-
zled with yummy chipotle aioli. 
Crunchy-cool cabbage, avocado 

salsa and a generous serving of 
seafood inside each corn tortilla 
made these my new favorite sea-
food tacos (sorry, Sancho’s). 

We were less taken by the pric-
ey Rustic House pasta ($24.95), 
a surprisingly smallish-bowl of 
linguine, prawns, clams and sun-
dried tomatoes in a bland white 
wine sauce. 

On each of my three vis-
its, enthusiastic young servers 
checked in frequently, cheerfully 
answered questions and brought 
out food and drinks in record 
time. On one visit, my dining 
companion and I sat at the bar, 
near the kitchen, and ended up 
being the lucky recipients of an 
extra shrimp appetizer, which 
the server said he preferred to see 
eaten rather than thrown away. A 
nice, neighborly gesture. 

Rustic House’s dessert menu is 
basically a list of the most over-
offered, yawn-inducing desserts 
in modern America: s’mores, 
New York-style cheesecake, key 
lime pie, flourless chocolate cake 
and, of course, tiramisu. The 
key lime pie ($6.95) wasn’t bad, 
with the right balance of sweet-
ness and tartness, and a gener-
ous serving of vanilla-tinged 
whipped cream on the side. 

This restaurant won’t win any 
awards for innovative cuisine, 
but it offers well-executed sea-
food comfort food and American 
standards in a fun and friendly 
atmosphere. Bonus tip: Costco 
sells 20-percent-off gift cards 
good at both Rustic Houses and 
the other San Carlos restaurants 
owned by the family. V

Chef Paul Cohen tosses a flaming pan of mixed seafood in the kitchen at Rustic House in Los Altos on Dec. 4.
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Marketplace

To place an ad or get a quote,  
contact Nico Navarrete at 650.223.6582  

or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

REAL ESTATE    Office Space Available

3 offices currently available: 

•  1 - 315 s.f., interior office with skylight natural light.

•  1 - 352 s.f., interior office with Sun Tunnel natural light. 

•  1 - 703 s.f., exterior window office suite of 3 offices. 
Very private in a clean, well lighted office space. 

Call 650-218-3669 

Office Space Available in
Downtown Menlo Park

Forging ahead,  
falling behind

MELISSA MCCARTHY PLAYS  
A FELONIOUS FORGER IN ‘FORGIVE’

1/2 (Century 16 & 20) 

COURTESY OF MARY CYBULSKI/TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX

Melissa McCarthy and Richard E. Grant star in “Can You Ever Forgive Me?”

 By the very definition of the 
word, most of us are “average,” 
neither achieving the heights of 
greatness, fame and riches, nor 
falling into homelessness or a 
“crime-that-doesn’t- pay” life-
style. Averageness can be quan-
tified: average height, average 
weight, average earnings — but 
“ordinariness” is a state of mind.
 No matter how distinct one’s 
personality, no matter her or his 
idiosyncrasies, a person may well 
feel maddeningly ordinary in a 
culture that worships the great, 
the celebrated and the notori-
ous. For celebrity biographer 
Lee Israel, her ordinariness was 
a metaphorical prison, so she 
risked a spell in a literal prison 
to rise above her station. Her true 
story forms the basis of “Can You 
Ever Forgive Me?,” a remarkable, 
admirably low-key, modern trag-
edy that marks Melissa McCar-
thy’s dramatic breakthrough as 
Israel.
 Screen writers Nicole Holof-
cener and Jeff Whitty skillfully 
adapt Israel’s 2008 memoir “Can 
You Ever Forgive Me?: Memoirs 
of a Literary Forger,” and direc-
tor Marielle Heller (“The Diary 
of a Teenage Girl”) finds a sweet 
spot of aching humanity and 
absurdist-adjacent escapism in 

telling this unusual true-crime 
story (it doesn’t hurt that pro-
ducers David Yarnell and Anne 
Carey knew Israel).
 The film takes place in 1991 
Manhattan, where Israel lives 
frustratingly adjacent to the high 
life. She writes of the extraor-
dinarily talented, the rich and 
famous, but even her best-selling 
days as a biographer are behind 
her (Israel’s agent, played by Jane 
Curtin, must repeatedly insist 
that no one will buy a biography 
of Vaudeville star Fanny Brice). 
Israel’s Upper West Side home 
puts her in a desirable neigh-
borhood, but in a rundown, 
cramped apartment shared only 
by her cat. Though once a New 
York Times best-seller, she can’t 
pay her bills. She can still, barely, 
hobnob at the same cocktail par-
ties as author Tom Clancy. 
 Israel spends her free time 
either home with her cat or at her 
local watering hole, where she 
can drink unmolested — until, 
that is, she’s approached by a brief 
acquaintance of cocktail parties 
past, a faded dandy by the name 
of Jack Hock (Richard E. Grant). 
He’s even more down on his luck 
than Lee, and the two quickly 
bond as outsiders scraping by in 
a big city cruelly indifferent to 

their prodigious wits. Inspired 
by Jack’s licentiousness and the 
value of celebrity curios, but 
more so by her own desperation 
and righteous indignation at her 
talents being ignored, Lee begins 
forging celebrity letters for sale 
on the collector’s market. 
 By channeling the great wits, 
Israel begins to find herself. The 
thrill of her criminal endeavor 
(which she gets away with far 
longer than one would think pos-
sible) reignites her passion, and 

her friendship with Jack. 
 McCarthy clearly feels a con-
nection to Israel’s outsider art-
istry, her utter commitment to 
become someone else for a few 
stolen moments, and her pride 
in a job well done (in the film’s 
most wrenching scene, Israel 
confesses, stubbornly adding, 
“In many ways, this has been the 
best time of my life. It’s the only 
time recently I can remember 
being proud of the work I was 
doing”). McCarthy’s grounded 

performance proves that her 
talents aren’t limited to comedy, 
even as she does right by Lee’s 
acid wit. Grant makes an ideal 
foil for McCarthy, trying to hide 
behind a rakish grin even as he 
sweats sadness. There’s nothing 
ordinary about their perfor-
mances, or the sad, sympathetic 
film that contains them.
 Rated R for language including 
some sexual references, and brief 
drug use. One hour, 46 minutes.

— Peter Canavese 

2.0 (Not Rated)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    

A Star is Born (R) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Bohemian Rhapsody (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Boy Erased (R) 1/2     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

Busy Bodies (comedy short 1932) (Not Rated)    
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

Can you Ever Forgive me? (R) 1/2     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

Creed II (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (2018) (PG)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald 
(PG-13)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Favourite (R)    Palo Alto Square: Sat. - Sun.    

Free Solo (PG-13)    Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

Green Book (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Instant Family (PG-13)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Midnight Patrol (Not Rated)     
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

The Music Box (comedy short, 1932) (Not Rated)    
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

National Theatre Live: The Madness of George 
III ()    Aquarius Theatre: Sunday    

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms (PG)    
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Possession of Hannah Grace (R)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Ralph Breaks the Internet (PG) 
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Robin Hood (2018) (PG-13)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Schindler’s List (1993) (R)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

Widows (R)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

The Wife (R)     Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    

N O W S H O W I N G

Skip it    Some redeeming qualities    A good bet    Outstanding

For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more movie info,  
visit www.mv-voice.com and click on movies.

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 566-8367)  tinyurl.com/Guildmp
ShowPlace Icon: 2575 California St. #601, Mountain View  tinyurl.com/iconMountainView

Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700)  Stanfordtheatre.org

Not all movie times were available by press deadline. For complete listings, check theater websites.
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‘INTO THE WOODS’ 
Los Altos Stage Company presents “Into the Woods,” a musical that combines the 
stories of several fairy-tale characters to show what happened after their “happily 

ever after” storybook tales ended. Through Dec. 23, times vary. $20-$41.  
Bus Barn Theater, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. losaltosstage.org/into-the-woods

M O U N TA I N V I E W VOICE

THEATER
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Presents 
‘The Santaland Diaries’ TheatreWorks 
Silicon Valley presents the holiday-themed “The 
Santaland Diaries,” returning to the 180-seat 
Lohman Theatre. Written by David Sedaris, 
directed by Jeffrey Lo and starring Max Tachis, 
this show will have a limited three-week run 
in Los Altos Hills. Dec. 5-23, times vary. $45, 
discounts available for students and subscribers. 
Lohman Theatre, 12345 S. El Monte Road, Los 
Altos Hills. theatreworks.org
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley Presents 
‘Tuck Everlasting’ TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley will produce a showing of “Tuck 
Everlasting.” The play tells the story of a 
young girl who meets a family who has found 
immortality and must decide between returning 
to her life or choosing immortality as well. 
Through Dec. 30, times vary. $40-$100. Lucie 
Stern Center, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
theatreworks.org
‘A Conversation with Edith Head’ 
Award-winning actress Susan Claassen stars 
in the Bay Area premiere of “A Conversation 
With Edith Head.” The show features behind-
the-scenes stories about Hollywood stars that 
provide an intimate portrait of Hollywood’s 
legendary costume designer. Dec. 6-16, times 
vary. $15-$35. The Pear Theatre, 1110 La 
Avenida St., Mountain View. thepear.org

CONCERTS
PACO Holiday Extravaganza with 
Special Guest TwoSet Violin PACO 
presents their Holiday Extravaganza, including 
the group TwoSet Violin, featuring Brett Yang 

and Eddy Chen, known for comedy skits and 
classical send-ups. All five PACO orchestras will 
be featured, as well as young dancers from the 
Pacific Ballet Academy for a suite of Nutcracker 
dances. Dec. 9, 3-5 p.m. Smithwick Theater at 
Foothill College, 12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos 
Hills. brownpapertickets.com/event
Schola Seraphica The 12th annual 
performance of Schola Seraphica Choir, directed 
by Margaret Sullivan Durando, will be performed 
by St. Francis High School students augmented 
by adults from the local communities. The 
performance will feature music by Bach, 
Palestrina and more. Dec. 9, 2-3:30 p.m. $15-
$20. St. Patrick’s Seminary, 320 Middlefield 
Road, Menlo Park. Nativitymenlo.org
An Advent Celebration in Song Under 
the direction of Donald Dillard, Covenant 
Sanctuary Choir will perform pieces celebrating 
the Advent season. The performance will feature 
soprano YoonGeong Lee, organist Paula Sea and 
trumpeter George Herrel joining the choir. Dec. 
9, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, 670 E. Meadow Drive, Palo Alto. 
Foothill Symphonic Winds Concert 
During Foothill Symphonic Winds’ concert, 
“Winterscape,” music director David Bruce 
Adams will lead the wind ensemble in a program 
of music themed to the winter season.  Dec. 9, 
3:30-5:30 p.m. $5-$10. Cubberly Theatre, 4000 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. fswinds.org

MUSIC
Annual Messiah Sing / Play Along The 
annual “sing and play it yourself” celebration 
of Handel’s masterwork, conducted by Stephen 
Sano, is a campus tradition. Orchestral parts will 
be provided, and singers may purchase scores 

at the door or bring their own. Dec. 14, 7:30 
p.m. $13-$23. Memorial Church, 450 Serra Mall, 
Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for more 
info.

FUNDRAISERS 
Palo Alto Fiery Arts Winter Glass Sale 
The sale will feature handmade glass snow-
people, reindeer, ornaments, cups, bowls, candy 
canes and more. Made by Paly instructors, 
alumni and students. Proceeds benefit the 
school sculpture class. Dec. 14, 3-6 p.m. 
Free. Palo Alto High School inside the Tower/
Administration Building, 50 Embarcadero Road, 
Palo Alto.

MUSEUMS & EXHIBITS 
Christmas Gifts from Yesteryear on 
Display in Historic Home The Los Altos 
History Museum opens a holiday-themed 
exhibit, “Presents from the Past: A Look Back at 
Christmas Gift-Giving,” featuring a collection of 
vintage toys, shaving mugs, children’s books and 
other items. On display in the historic J. Gilbert 
Smith House, trimmed in 1930s holiday decor. 
Through Jan. 6, Thursdays-Sundays, noon-4 
p.m. Free. Los Altos History Museum, 51 S. San 
Antonio Road, Los Altos. losaltoshistory.org/
events/presents-from-the-past
Gallery 9 Holiday Show An extended all-
gallery show will feature unique and affordable 
fine art paintings, jewelry, photography, 
woodwork, mixed media, sculptures and 
ceramics. Through Dec. 23, times vary. 
Free. Gallery 9, 143 Main St., Los Altos. 
gallery9losaltos.com
BayLUG’s 15th Annual Holiday Show 
BayLUG’s 15th annual Holiday Show will be 

showcasing holiday scenes in a miniature LEGO 
city. This event is family friendly. Dec. 7-Jan. 13, 
Fridays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $3. Museum 
of American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto.

DANCE 
Cardinal Ballet Company Nutcracker 
2018 The Cardinal Ballet Company will perform 
“The Nutcracker,” featuring a live orchestra for 
the first time. The show will include classical 
ballet, social dancing, guest choreography and 
guest artists. Dec. 8, 2-3:30 p.m. and 7-8:30 
p.m. Free-$18. Dinkelspiel Auditorium, 471 
Lagunita Drive, Stanford. Search eventbrite.com 
for more info.
‘It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker’ Menlowe 
Ballet presents “It’s a Wonderful Nutcracker.” 
Set in the 1940s, this ballet combines “The 
Nutcracker” and “It’s a Wonderful Life” into one 
show. Dec. 14-16 and 21-23, times vary. $29-$62. 
Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center, 555 
Middlefield Road, Atherton. menoweballet.org
Smuin Presents ‘The Christmas Ballet’ 
Smuin kicks off the holidays with the return of 
“The Christmas Ballet,” the Bay Area tradition 
featuring two acts with classical ballet and 
contemporary numbers. Dec. 5-9, times vary. 
$25-$86. Mountain View Center for the 
Performing Arts, 500 Castro St., Mountain 
View. smuinballet.org

TALKS & LECTURES
Engelbart Symposium: The Demo @ 
50 The Computer History Museum will host 
“The Engelbart Symposium,” focusing on the 
discoveries of Doug Engelbart. Presenters 
include members of Engelbart’s original team 
and other inventors. Participants will see 

current projects inspired by Engelbart and 
tour Computer History Museum exhibitions, 
including items related to Engelbart. Dec. 9, 
9:15 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Free-$90. Computer History 
Museum, 1401 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain 
View. Search brownpapertickets.com/event for 
more info.
Author Event: ‘Inward Traveler’ 
Francine Toder, psychologist and writer, will 
share some of the 51 ways to explore the 
world mindfully from her new book, “Inward 
Traveler.” Discover how personality and 
time perspective affect travel, with others or 
solo. Dec. 13, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Rinconada 
Library, 1213 Newell Road, Palo Alto. paloalto.
bibliocommons.com/events

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
Beginner / Refresher Bird Walk, 
Bedwell Bayfront Park Friends of Bedwell 
Bayfront Park & Sequoia Audubon Society will 
host a one- to two-hour beginner bird walk. 
Attendees may see wintering ducks, shorebirds, 
egrets and hawks, and are encouraged to bring 
binoculars. The walk will begin at the restrooms 
in the parking lot. The event will be canceled if 
there’s heavy rain. Dec. 8, 10 a.m.-noon. Free. 
P.O. Box 802, SLAC, 2575 Sand Hill Road, Menlo 
Park. 

HOME & GARDEN 
Annual Holiday Greens Sale Gamble 
Gardens will hold their annual Holiday Greens 
Sale, where holiday arrangements and fresh 
greens will be available for purchase. The event 
will be held rain or shine. Dec. 8, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Free. Gamble Garden, 1431 Waverley St., Palo 
Alto. gamblegarden.org/event

Mountain View Neighborhood Specialist

650.575.8300
nstuhr@serenogroup.com 
www.nancystuhr.com
facebook.com/nancyadelestuhr

CalBRE# 00963170

Nancy Adele Stuhr

This information was supplied by reliable sources. Sales Associate believes this information to be correct but has not 

verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to 

their own satisfaction. Buyer to verify enrollment. Buyer to verify school availability. 

WHAT CAN I DO
FOR YOU?

Nancy was a great stress-reliever
– Thompson Family

We give her our highest recommendation
– S. Cloud

She expertly guided me
– S. Hansen

Nancy delivered results
– Pasmooji Family

Your knowledge of the market is extraordinary
– E. Briggs

You made it easy and painless
– The Carlsons

YOUR SUCCE S S  I S  OUR BUS INE S S !

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL BROKERS

ALICIA NUZZO
(650) 504-2394
alicia@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 01127187

ALICE NUZZO
(650) 504-0880
alice@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 00458678

WE MEASURE QUALITY BY RESULTS
Is Quality Important to You? 

496 First St. Suite 200
Los Altos 94022

Yvonne Heyl
Direct (650) 947-4694
Cell (650) 302-4055
yheyl@interorealestate.com
BRE# 01255661

Jeff Gonzalez
Direct (650) 947-4698
Cell (408) 888-7748
jgonzalez@interorealestate.com
BRE# 00978793
YvonneandJeff@InteroRealEstate.com
www.yvonneandjeff.com

Power of Two!
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Choose your ideal primary care doctor during   
 OPEN ENROLLMENT,  

 OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 15 
Make an initial appointment by calling 408-866-4000 

or learn more at elcaminohospital.org/pcc 
2490 Hospital Dr., Suite 212, Mountain View, CA 94040

HOME TO A DIVERSE COLLECTION 
OF IDEAS, CULTURES AND NEEDS.

El Camino Health Primary Care is committed  
to advancing the primary care experience. Our 
doctors and care team will help you design a 
personalized plan based on your health care  
needs. Unique practices come standard, like  
inviting family members to join your office 
visits through video calls. You’ll also enjoy easy 
communication with your providers and access  
to your health information through our app.  
We believe a community as dynamic as Silicon  
Valley deserves healthcare to match.
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STORY OF A HOME SALE

TROYER
GROUP

THE

Your home is where our heart is

We needed to sell our family home in Los Altos Hills after 
our father died. My parents bought the house in 1961 and my 
brothers and I had fond memories of our childhood there, so it 
was a bittersweet undertaking.

We selected David and his team after interviewing several other 
very competent Realtors. David grew up in the area too, and he 
has many years of experience pricing, preparing and selling 
homes – even on our very street. He was very sensitive to our 
attachment to the house – something that other agents didn’t 
seem to honor.

Once We came up with a plan for giving the house the “Troyer 
Transformation™,” his project manager, Debbie, coordinated 
quotes, scheduling, contractors, issues that came up and 
communication between all concerned. She did a fantastic job 
and took all the stress out of the home sale prep process. 

Once the work was complete (on schedule, btw) the house 
looked fabulous! My parents would have been astonished and 
proud! David had a great pricing strategy which really worked 
for us. The house went on the MLS on Thursday, we had open 
house on Saturday and Sunday, and received offers on a 
Wednesday. There were 6 solid offers and David deftly handled 
the negotiations so that we sold for $475,000 over the asking 
price.

We are grateful to David and his team – they are great people 
and true professionals! 

 – Kit D., Redwood City 

DAVID TROYER  Lic. #01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM
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The El Camino Healthcare District Board of Directors is responsible for  

ensuring the District’s mission is accomplished and for providing public 

oversight of District business affairs. This includes exercising certain  

retained authority over El Camino Hospital and determining the use of  

tax revenue for community benefit programs and other uses. The strong  

financial performance of both the District and Hospital is essential to  

meet the evolving health needs and challenges of our community.

As part of the District’s transparency efforts and good governance, an  

annual Independent Auditor’s Report of the El Camino Healthcare District  

is prepared and certified by the public accounting firm of Moss Adams LLP  

and made available to the public. The report covers all six entities of the  

District, of which El Camino Hospital is the largest, and includes balance 

sheets and financial statements of revenues, expenses, and changes  

in net assets. This audit also provides important information on the  

spending of District funds and how they are being used to improve  

care facilities and address community health needs. Read the  

Independent Auditor’s Report on the following pages or download  

a copy at www.elcaminohealthcaredistrict.org/2018audit.

Learn more about our Community Benefit Program and its impact at  

www.elcaminohealthcaredistrict.org/CommunityBenefit

If you would like to learn more about the El Camino Healthcare 
District, we invite you to attend one of our board meetings or 
watch it online.

Message from El Camino Healthcare District 
Board of Directors

www.elcaminohealthcaredistrict.org

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT  
COMMUNITY BENEFIT FY2018 HIGHLIGHTS

$6,847,000  
INVESTED IN COMMUNITY  

ORGANIZATIONS 

80 
GRANTS &  

SPONSORSHIPS

87,000 
INDIVIDUALS SERVED 
THROUGH GRANTS

EL CAMINO HOSPITAL FY2018 HIGHLIGHTS

19,773 
INPATIENT VISITS

$3,153,000 
INVESTED IN COMMUNITY BENEFIT  

GRANTS & SPONSORSHIPS

3,337 
EMPLOYEES 

202,662 
OUTPATIENT VISITS 
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
June 30, 2018 and 2017
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Overview of the Consolidated Financial Statements

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, 

Consolidated Financial Highlights 

Year Ended June 30, 2018 

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016

Year Ended June 30, 2017 
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016

Investments 

Capital Assets 
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Fiscal Year 2018 Consolidated Financial Analysis 

Net Patient Services Revenues 

Other Revenue 

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016

Professional and Purchased Services 

Supplies 

Depreciation 
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Rent and Utilities 

Other Expense 

Non-operating Revenue and Expenses 

Interest Expense 

Change in Net Unrealized Gains and Losses on Investments 

Economic Factors and Next Year’s Budget 

Fiscal Year 2017 Consolidated Financial Analysis 

Net Patient Services Revenues 

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016
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Other Expense 

Non-operating Revenue and Expenses 

Interest Expense 

Change in Net Unrealized Gains and Losses on Investments 

Professional and Purchased Services 

Supplies 

Depreciation 

Rent and Utilities 

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
For the Years Ended June 30, 2018, 2017 and 2016
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Opinion

Emphasis of Matter 

Accounting and Financial Reporting for Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 

Other Information 

Report of Independent Auditors 

Report on the Financial Statements 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Auditor’s Responsibility 

Minimum Audit Requirements

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
REPORT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
REPORT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
June 30, 2018 and 2017 (In Thousands)
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Years Ended June 30, 2018 and 2017 (In Thousands)
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Codification of Accounting and Financial Reporting Guidance Contained in Pre-November 30, 1989 FASB and 
AICPA Pronouncements

Minimum Audit 
Requirements

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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Accounting and Financial Reporting for 
Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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Leases

Certain Debt Extinguishment Issues

Certain Disclosures Related to Debt, including Direct Borrowings 
and Direct Placements,

Accounting for Interest Cost Incurred Before the End of a 
Construction Period,

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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Mutual funds:

Common stock:

Asset-backed securities:

Corporate bonds, foreign bonds, and municipal bonds:

U.S. government securities:

Pooled, common & collective trusts: 

Hedge funds: 

Limited Partnership Interests: 

Interest rate swap: 

Beneficial interest in charitable remainder unitrusts: 

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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Pooled, common & collective trusts 

Equity hedge funds 

Credit hedge funds

Macro hedge funds 

Relative value hedge funds 

Fixed income limited partnership

Limited Partnership Interests

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements



58    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    December 7, 2018

Paid Advertisement  •  Page 24 of 34

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Consolidating Statement of Net Position June 30, 2018 (In Thousands)
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Consolidating Statement of Net Position (continued) June 30, 2018 (In Thousands)
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Consolidating Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position  

For the Year Ended June 30, 2018 (In Thousands)



December 7, 2018    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    67

Paid Advertisement  •  Page 33 of 34

EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Supplemental Pension and Post-retirement Benefit Information  

For the Years Ended June 30, 2018 and 2017
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EL CAMINO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
Supplemental Schedule of Community Benefit (unaudited)  

For the Years Ended June 30, 2018 and 2017




