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T
he man arrested in Moun-
tain View on suspicion 
of human trafficking last 

month allegedly used threats of 
violence in order to extract mon-
ey and force sex acts from Gua-
temalan immigrants he helped 
bring to the country illegally, 
according to a monthslong inves-
tigation by the Mountain View 
Police Department.

Carlos Garza, 33, was arrested 
on Dec. 20 on suspicion of 
human trafficking and has since 
been charged with four counts 
of human trafficking, accord-
ing to the Santa Clara County 
District Attorney’s Office. One 
of those charges accuses Garza 
of forcing a minor to engage in a 
“commercial sex act” and carries 
a sentence of 15 years to life in 
prison.

A Voice review of court docu-
ments reveal a consistent story 
of how Garza allegedly operated 
a human trafficking scheme last 
year. Either Garza or someone 

who knew him would inform 
residents in Guatemala that Gar-
za would be willing to put down 
$6,000 to have a guide, or a “coy-
ote” help them travel into the 
United States illegally, provided 
they were willing to pay $8,500 
once they arrived. Two of his 
alleged victims, a 14-year-old and 
her father, arrived in McAllen, 
Texas, in February, where they 
were apprehended by Border 
Patrol, sought asylum and were 
released before heading to Moun-
tain View.

But once they arrived, the vic-
tims described oppressive and 
fearful living conditions under 
Garza, with strict rules requiring 
they stay with him in a crowded 
two-bedroom apartment until 
the debts were repaid. Police 
accounts of the apartment on 
the 1900 block of Latham Street 
detail multiple beds in the living 
room, and people in the apart-
ment describing to officers how 
several people shared a twin-size 

By Mark Noack

I
t was a changing of the guard 
on Tuesday night as a trio 
of new city leaders assumed 

their seats on the Mountain 
View City Council. Those newly 
elected freshmen — Ellen Kamei, 
Alison Hicks and Lucas Ramirez 
— were sworn in, each pledging 

to diligently serve the city for 
what looks to be a challenging 
year ahead. 

The ceremonial Jan. 8 meeting 
was full of kind words, friendly 
handshakes and the exchang-
ing of commemorative plaques. 
But the meeting also repre-
sented a significant shift in city 
governance as three one-term 

incumbents left office amid some 
concerns that their initiatives 
could be orphaned without new 
champions on the council dais. 

It was a bittersweet night for 
outgoing council members Pat 
Showalter, Ken Rosenberg and 
Lenny Siegel, who spearheaded 
an aggressive housing push start-
ing in 2015. Siegel and Showalter 

lost their bids for re-election 
while Rosenberg declined to seek 
a second term. Each had plenty of 
advice to offer their successors. 

Rosenberg talked about a polit-
ical epiphany he experienced in 
2016 when he learned that 30 
students were homeless at local 
schools. Ever since, his chief pri-
ority has been advancing human 

rights in Mountain View, and he 
urged someone on the council to 
take up the cause.

“Vote your values, not how 
your peers want you to vote,” he 
advised. “On those rare occa-
sions when you break from the 
group to vote your values, you’ll 
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Police: threats kept 
terrified victims from 

seeking help
CHARGES IN TRAFFICKING CASE AGAINST MOUNTAIN VIEW 

MAN INCLUDE FORCED PROSTITUTION, RAPE 

 See CHARGES, page 6
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Healthy wetlands on the left stand in contrast to old salt ponds on the right, abutting Bedwell 
Bayfront Park in Menlo Park. Multimillion-dollar projects to restore the salt ponds to marsh wetlands are 
getting underway.

By Kevin Forestieri

M
ore than a square mile 
of former salt ponds 
north of Mountain 

View is set to begin its trans-
formation back into wetland 
habitat, returning the city’s 

bayshore to its natural state 
after more than a century of 
industrial salt production.

Starting this year, construc-
tion crews plan to truck in 
enormous amounts of dirt 
to the North Bayshore area 
of the city — hundreds of 

thousands of cubic yards of the 
stuff — to shore up old levees, 
protect landfills and create new 
habitats for marsh creatures to 
thrive. All of this is in prepara-
tion for breaching a man-made 

Reclaiming the Bay
MULTIMILLION-DOLLAR PROJECT WILL TRANSFORM OLD SALT PONDS BACK TO WETLANDS

 See BAY, page 14

Mountain View debuts new council, new mayor
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SARATOGA   $18,000,000

14521 Quito Road  |  4bd/4.5ba
Dottie & Hayward Monroe  |  650.208.2500

License # 00594704  |  00602790

LOS ALTOS HILLS   $6,880,000

25620 Frampton Court  |  5bd/5ba
Rick & Suzanne Bell  |  650.209.1513
License # 01051633  |  014220275

LOS ALTOS   $3,195,000

1340 Fairway Drive  |  3bd/3ba
Kathy Bridgman  |  650.209.1589

License # 01189798

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $2,199,000

910 San Marcos Circle  |  4bd/2ba
Jerylann Mateo  |  650.743.7895

License # 01362250

MOUNTAIN VIEW   $1,998,000

3383 Lubich Drive  |  3bd/2ba
Mansour Moussavian  |  650.209.1625

License # 01783065

SUNNYVALE   $1,598,000

1027 Azalea Drive  |  4bd/2ba
Tori Atwell  |  650.996.0123

License # 00927794

SAN JOSE   $895,000

676 Harrison Terrace #8  |  4bd/4ba
Ryan Gowdy  |  650.309.8660

License # 01322889

SAN JOSE   $650,000

144 S 3rd Street #333  |  1bd/1ba
Cheryl Okuno  |  650.209.1577

License # 01051270

SANTA C
RA   $585,000

978 Kiely Boulevard #D  |  2bd/2ba
Connie Miller  |  650.279.7074

License # 01275848

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU�

THE EXPERIENCE IS A�IN PINEL

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Los Altos 650.941.1111
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Don’t Wait!  
Call 650.969.6077  
for your appointment today! 

TH
E VO

IC
E

MOUNTAIN 

2017
VIEW

Best  of

2014

TH
E VO

IC
E

MOUNTAIN 

2016
VIEW

Best  of

•  Experienced and Gentle 
Dentist, and Friendly Staff

•  New Patients Welcome!

• Free Consultations and 
Second Opinions

• Saturday Appointments 
Available

Conveniently located  
in Downtown Mountain View
756 California Street, Suite B  
Mountain View 94041 
cross street: Castro, next to Bierhaus

Voted Best  
Dentist

650.969.6077
dentalfabulous.com
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VIEW

Best  of

   Healthy Teeth 
and Gums 

That Last a Lifetime!
Don’t Lose Your Dental Benefits!

Call for an appointment today!

KEN JOYE CONTEMPLATES 
MORTALITY
 Local sculptor Ken Joye will be 
holding a pop-up exhibition over 
the weekends of Jan. 12-13 and 
19-20 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 904 
High St. in Palo Alto.
 The series, “Homage,” a collec-
tion of around 30 human skulls 
carved out of wood, was inspired 
by a 2012 exhibition at the Cali-
fornia Academy of Sciences of 800 
sea lion skulls.
 “The wood I use for my sculp-
ture is mostly from tree crews 
that I have encountered while 
riding my bicycle around town,” 
Joye said. “Many of the trees they 
were cutting down were diseased, 
dying or dead, which I have found 
fits very much with the theme of 
mortality.”

THE VOICE OF THE 
NATURAL WORLD

“The hills are alive,” the old 
song goes, “with the sound of 
music.” For soundscape ecolo-
gist, musician and author Bernie 
Krause, discovering, preserving 
and sharing the music of the earth 
is the work of a lifetime. 
 On Jan. 17, Krause will give a 
presentation at Stanford Univer-
sity on sound, from its earliest 
earthly evolutions to its impact on 
human culture, and how nature’s 
unique soundscapes are under 
threat in the modern world. 
 He began studying violin at 
age 3 1/2, switched to guitar in 
his early teens, served as Pete 
Seeger’s replacement in the semi-
nal folk group the Weavers in the 
early 1960s and then, with his 
late musical partner Paul Beaver, 
helped introduce the synthesizer 
to pop music and film. 
 But it’s the call of the wild, and 
the soundscapes of nature, that 
truly resonate.
 “I felt more fulfilled working in 
the natural world with animals 
and sound than any other space,” 
he said. 

 He’s traveled the globe to record, 
research and archive sounds, 
written several books and released 
numerous albums. He’s worked 
with the U.S. National Parks 
Service and created symphonies, 
ballet scores and a sound-led fine 
art exhibition currently on tour in 
Europe. 
 Through his fieldwork, Krause 
developed the Acoustic Niche 
Hypothesis (ANH), which posits 
that “in a healthy habitat, organ-
isms vocalize in unique temporal 
or acoustic relationships to one 
another, competitively and coop-
eratively, just like instruments 
in an orchestra.” This natural 
organization of sounds, he said, 
was the inspiration for the way 
humans organize music around 
the world.
 An ecosystem’s soundscapes, 
he said, are a sign of its health. 
Distressingly, humankind’s con-
tinued negative impact on the 
natural world, means many of the 
soundscapes he’s recorded in the 
past are now lost. Many others are 
endangered. 
 Krause has witnessed this first-
hand. In 2015, he said, after years 
of drought, he experienced his 
first “silent spring” in his Sonoma 
County neighborhood, in which 
the animals ceased their normal 
songs. In 2017, he and his wife lost 
their home, beloved cats and all 
their possessions in the devastat-
ing fires that plagued the region. 
 “We are giving new meaning 
to the term PTSD,” he said, when 
asked how they are carrying on 
after the disaster.
 The Trump administration’s 
apparent lack of interest in pro-
tecting the environment — and 
often downright hostility to arts 
and sciences — has been espe-
cially disheartening to Krause and 
those with whom he works. 
 What message does he hope 
others, including his audience at 
Stanford, will get from his efforts?
 “To learn to listen — to each 
other and the voice of the natural 
world, which is crying out for us 
to pay some attention as the wild 
habitats become more quiet with 
each passing day. The further 
we draw away from the natural 
world, the more pathological we 
become as a culture.”
 “Tomorrow Belongs to Those 
Who Can Hear It Coming: An 
Evening with Bernie Krause” will 
be held in the CEMEX Audito-
rium at the Stanford Graduate 
School of Business on Thursday, 
Jan. 17, at 7:30 p.m. For more 
information visit arts.stanford.
edu/event/81441/.

—Karla Kane

Voices
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KEN JOYE

Sculptor Ken Joye will be 
displaying human skulls he 
carved out of wood at a pop-up 
exhibition in Palo Alto this month.

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS #PressOn

Print or online subscription starts at only $5 /month
Visit: MV-Voice.com/user/subscribe/



4    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    January 11, 2019

LocalNews

AUTO BURGLARY
700 block E. El Camino Real, 1/2
200 block Fairchild Dr., 1/2
100 block Bryant St., 1/2
Bryant St. & W. Dana St., 1/2
1400 block Plymouth St., 1/2
700 block E. El Camino Real, 1/2
300 block Moffett Blvd., 1/2
100 block Kittoe Dr., 1/3
2500 block Diericx Dr., 1/3
800 block California St., 1/4
200 block Horizon Av., 1/7
1500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/7
1500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/7
1500 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/7
700 block Sylvan Av., 1/7
700 block W. Middlefield Rd., 1/7
1400 block N. Shoreline Blvd., 1/7

BATTERY
2000 block Stierlin Ct., 1/1

800 block E. El Camino Real, 1/1
600 block Sylvan Av., 1/3

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY
700 block E. Evelyn Av., 12/31

GRAND THEFT
400 block Castro St., 1/2
400 block Thompson Av., 1/7

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
800 block Park Dr., 1/1
2200 block Showers Dr., 1/2
500 block Ortega Av., 1/3
400 block Calderon Av., 1/6

STOLEN VEHICLE
1900 block Latham St., 1/1
2000 block San Ramon Av., 1/2
2000 block California St., 1/4

VANDALISM
800 block Park Dr., 1/3

P O L I C E L O G

The Mountain View Voice (USPS 2560) is published every Friday by 
Embarcadero Media, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto CA 94306 (650) 964-6300. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Palo Alto CA and additional mailing offices. The 
Mountain View Voice is mailed free upon request to homes and apartments in 
Mountain View. Subscription rate of $60 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Mountain View Voice, 450 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Featured Winter Courses:

Professional & Personal Development

Building High-Performing Teams • Governance for Startup Board Members

Leadership Skills for Women in the Workplace: How to Aim High and Achieve Impact

Compass Journey: A Personal Career and Life-Strategizing Course

Professional Services Marketing: How to Stand Out in Knowledge-Based Businesses

The Enterprise Innovation Stack: Designing Your Enterprise Innovation Program

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus 
and online courses in liberal arts & sciences, creative writing, and

professional & personal development. All adults are welcome to attend.

Most classes begin the week of January 14. Enroll today!

Learn more and register: continuingstudies.stanford.edu

WINTER2019

OPEN HOUSE & TOURS
January 27, 2019
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Preschool & PreK to 8th Grade

PRESENTATIONS
Preschool & PreK 10:30 - 11:00
Kindergarten - 3rd 11:30 - 12:00
Grades 4 & 5 12:30 - 1:00 
Middle School 1:00 - 1:30

Learn more at school.stsimon.org/openhouse

1840 Grant Road, Los Altos, CA 94024       650-968-9952       school.stsimon.org       license 434410625

AID FOR FURLOUGHED FEDERAL WORKERS

As the federal shutdown soon heads into its fourth week, rep-
resentatives of the Community Services Agency of Los Altos and 
Mountain View are urging furloughed civil servants to make use 
of its aid programs and services. 

CSA provides a variety of social services, including a food 
pantry, rental assistance and a variety of other aid programs for 
low-income households. Eligibility for these programs varies, but 
it is typically based on an individual’s income. 

Furloughed government employees who are experiencing a pay 
freeze should be eligible for various forms of assistance, said CSA 
executive director Tom Myers. He encouraged anyone seeking 
help to call at 650-968-0836. 

—Mark Noack

C O M M U N I T Y B R I E F S

 See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 15

TESLA DRIVER DUI
A Los Altos planning commissioner pleaded not guilty to a 

driving under the influence charge Wednesday, Jan. 2, after being 
found asleep in a moving Tesla in November on Highway 101 in 
Redwood City.

Alexander Samek, 45, was cited for two misdemeanors, DUI 
and DUI with a blood alcohol level of 0.08 percent or higher, and 
was told to appear in court on Friday, Jan. 4.

Samek’s attorney Josh Bentley instead filed a “paper arraign-
ment” pleading not guilty on Jan. 2, according to San Mateo 
County District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe. Bentley could not be 
reached for comment. 

California Highway Patrol officers tried to stop Samek’s Tesla 
Model S traveling at 70 mph on southbound Highway 101 at 
Whipple Avenue to conduct a DUI check shortly before 4 a.m. 
on Nov. 30. 

They noticed Samek was asleep at the wheel and drove in front 
of the car at a close distance to activate the vehicle’s automatic 
stopping system.

The Tesla came to a complete stop at 4:04 a.m. on southbound 
Highway 101 north of Embarcadero Road after tailing the CHP 

C R I M E B R I E F

 See CRIME BRIEF, page 6
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By Mark Noack

M
ountain View City 
Council members will 
have their choice of 

seven candidates, a mix of pro-
fessionals and property owners, 
vying for the three available 
seats on the city’s Rental Hous-
ing Committee. 
 Full applications for all of the 
candidates will be posted to the 
Voice’s website, mv-voice.com. 
 The candidates include Julian 
Pardo de Zela, an employment 
law attorney who has served 
as the committee’s alternate 
member for nearly two years. 
Just a few months ago, Pardo de 
Zela was appointed as a regular 
member to serve out the remain-
der of the term held by Tom 
Means, who resigned his seat 
early. Since he has already been 
vetted, Pardo de Zela will likely 
be an easy pick for appointment 
to a new term. 
 Another applicant is Douglas 
Radtke, a Mountain View home-
owner who works as finance 
director for the town of Portola 
Valley. For his qualifications, 
he touted his experience from 
a 10-year career in accounting, 
including working for several 
prestigious firms. He positioned 
himself as a middle-of-the-road 
candidate, neither a renter nor a 
landlord, who could be a “natu-
ral arbiter” when it comes to rent 
control. 
 Radtke is listed as treasurer for 
the San Mateo County Libertar-
ian Party, but he said he has cut 
ties with the political party. He is 
now registered as a Democrat, he 
told the Voice in an email. 
 Nicole Haines-Livesay says 

she is interested in joining the 
Rental Housing Committee to 
help remedy the regional hous-
ing crisis. In her application she 
walked a fine line, explaining 
she supports the notion of real-
estate investment as a profitable 
enterprise, but said that business 
drive can’t be allowed to dis-
place the community’s vulner-
able residents. 
 Haines-Livesay is well-versed 
in this line of work. She previ-
ously worked in commercial 
real estate for a private equity 
firm in Dallas and later moved 
to Mountain View and took a 
job as a compliance manager for 
Merrill Lynch. 
 Another candidate, Susyn 
Almond, describes herself as 
someone who previously bene-
fited from rent control when she 
lived in San Francisco. Later, as 
a homeowner in Mountain View, 
she experienced the other side of 
the equation when she rented out 
her property. She has an MBA 
and works as a consultant for 
her own firm, but didn’t specify 
what kind of consulting work she 
does. 
 Joan Brodovsky said she had 
experienced the effects of a “dra-
conian” rent control program 
that went too far. When she 
lived in Mexico City, she wit-
nessed how apartments would 
sometimes be completely aban-
doned because the restricted 
rents weren’t worth the upkeep 
costs. Coming to Silicon Val-
ley, she saw the inverse situa-
tion in which rents were left to 
free-market economics. This 
background gives her the ability 

Mixed bag of applicants  
for rent control committee 

By Mark Noack

A 
crucial new staffer has 
been recruited to lead 
Mountain View’s Com-

munity Development Depart-
ment, the city’s pipeline for 
housing and commercial proj-
ects. Aarti Shrivastava, a for-
mer Mountain View planner, 
has been hired back to lead her 
old department. 
 For the last 10 years, Shriv-
astava has been in charge 
of the Community Develop-
ment Department in nearby 

Cupertino, where she dealt 
with many challenges familiar 
to Mountain View, including 
dealing with a large tech giant 
headquartered in town (Apple). 
 Prior to working in Cuper-
tino, Shrivastava had worked in 
Mountain View as a planning 
manager and principal planner 
from 2004 to 2008. 
 Back in Mountain View, 
Shrivastava will now take on 
new dual role as the city’s 
communit y development 
director and as an assistant 
city manager. In this new 

two-part posi-
tion she will 
oversee the 
fou r  d iv i-
sions of the 
c o m m u n i t y 
development 
department as 
well as pro-
vide strategic 
support to the city manager 
on high-level issues. Shrivas-
tava will reportedly be well 
positioned to address the city’s 
ambitious goals on housing, 
affordability, transportation 

and neighborhood planning. 
 Shrivastava was selected for 
the job out of 20 applicants, sev-
en of whom were called in for 
interviews. She will reportedly 
be paid a salary of $249,000 by 
the city. 
 “We are excited to welcome 
Aarti back to Mountain View,” 
City Manager Dan Rich said in 
a statement. “Her deep knowl-
edge of Mountain View and the 
unique issues of our region, as 
well as her urban planning and 
collaborative leadership skills 
will be a tremendous benefit.” 

 In taking over the leadership 
of city planning, Shrivastava 
will be filling the role left by 
former Community Develop-
ment Director Randy Tsuda, 
who headed the department 
for 10 years. In October, Tsuda 
announced he was leaving to 
take an executive position at the 
nonprofit Palo Alto Housing. 
 Asked about his new succes-
sor, Tsuda praised her for being 
highly qualified to tackle the 
job’s challenges. He also had 

City hires new community development director

MAGALI GAUTHIER

Mary Peterson, a longtime Mountain View resident, turns 103 this week. 

By Mark Noack

W
hen she celebrates 
her 103rd birthday 
this week, Mary 

Peterson expects to be singing.
 In a way, it’s part of the secret 
to how the Mountain View cen-
tenarian has stayed sharp and 
spry all these years. Peterson, 
who is quite possibly the city’s 
oldest resident, still keeps an 
active social life of choral sing-
ing, church and various social 
groups.
 Up until recent years, she was 
serving lunch at the Mountain 
View Senior Center, calling 
out the numbers at the weekly 

bingo game and bowling with a 
club of other women. She can’t 
quite handle a bowling ball as of 
late, due to a back injury, but she 
still has an enviable number of 
friends in the community. With 
a proud smile, she describes the 
stack of Christmas cards she 
received in recent weeks, sort 
of like how a fisherman might 
boast about his latest catch.
 “It’s wonderful to be alive, but 
I do keep asking the Lord why 
he keeps me around,” Peterson 
said. “But my life has been 
great. I’m very grateful.”
 For Peterson’s longevity, it 
certainly helps that she has 
never once touched alcohol or 

cigarettes. She never had any 
children, but her extended 
family has multiplied like crazy 
over the years. She counts them 
up: 13 nieces and nephews, 20 
great-nieces and nephews, 25 
great-great-nieces and neph-
ews. To all of them, she is 
known as “Aunt Mary.”
 Despite having so many rela-
tives, Peterson doesn’t have 
any family members who live 
close by. Her friend Edith 
Frost remembers becoming 
acquainted with Peterson when 
they partnered with some other 
church ladies on a bowling 

103 years old and still going strong 
MOUNTAIN VIEW RESIDENT DOESN’T WANT TO SLOW DOWN

 See CENTENARIAN, page 9

 See NEW HIRE, page 9

 See COMMITTEE, page 11

Aarti 
Shrivastava
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Located at the Krause Innovation Center, Foothill 
College, the KCI Makerspace provides the resources 
to design and make, using a variety of computer-aided 
design and manufacturing tools. KCI provides not only 

support to get you making.
Members have access to laser cutters, 3D printers, sewing 
machines, vinyl cutters, soldering irons, hand and power 
tools, and much more. Membership includes training on 
all of our equipment and member-only workshops.
Two levels of Community Membership Available:
Individual: $160 per quarter, including materials fee 
Family: $350 per quarter, including materials fee
Learn more at: krauseinnovatoncenter.org/makerspace/

Join KCI’s Makerspace 
Member Community!

Visit us at www.avenidas.org/care

first week FREE!

Concerned about your aging  
loved one during the day? 

For details and to schedule a tour, call (650) 289-5499.

Founding Editor, Kate Wakerly
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letter is to be published.
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bed. Victims interviewed by 
police recalled that there were 
anywhere from “at least 10” to as 
many as 17 people living in the 
apartment.

Police believe that the 14-year-
old girl had been sexually assault-
ed seven times between April and 
June last year, and that Garza had 
“brought men into the home and 
into the victim’s room” five times, 
demanding that she have sex with 
them and telling her that she 
had no choice. Garza reportedly 
received $200 from each man, 
which did not go toward the girl 
and her father’s debt. The victim 
told investigators that she was also 
sexually assaulted by Garza twice 
during the same time period, and 
that he threatened to kill her and 
her family if she refused him.

During this time, the teen and 
her father, who had a job despite 
being restricted from working by 
the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security, gave Garza $800 a 
month for rent.

Garza’s threats seemed legiti-
mate because the girl believed 
Garza had fled to Mountain View 
from Guatemala after murdering 
someone, according to police 
interviews, and said she was fear-
ful he would harm her mother 
and sisters who were still in Gua-
temala. Garza’s sister, Evelia De 
Maria Galvez, also allegedly dis-
suaded her from going to police, 
telling her that there would be 
“consequences” if she made a 
declaration against Garza. Galvez 
is suspected of knowing about the 
sexual assaults, and was arrested 
by police on Dec. 20 on suspicion 
of aiding Garza and intimidating 
a victim.

When the sexual assaults were 
taking place, the girl told police 
she was not attending school and 
would seldom leave her bedroom. 
When she began attending sum-
mer school in Mountain View in 
June, the sexual assaults ceased 
because she spent less time at 
home and more time with friends 
and on campus, police said.

Police were alerted to the poten-
tial human trafficking case in 
early October, following reports 
that a man in the Latham Street 
apartment, later identified as 
Garza, had threatened a mother 
and her 7-year-old son with 
what appeared to be a pistol. The 
mother told police on Oct. 1 that, 

the day prior, Garza was intoxi-
cated and pointed what was later 
determined to be a BB gun at her 
and her child, yelling, “There’s 
going to be a killing,” police stated 
in the report.

The victim told police that she 
did not feel safe returning to the 
apartment, and that four days 
prior he had fired the gun out 
the window. Four officers located 
Garza at a party at Rengstorff 
Park on Oct. 1 and arrested him. 
A Daisy Powerline 5501 BB gun 
was found under a pillow in 
the apartment during a search 
the next day, along with carbon 
dioxide canisters, ammo for the 
BB gun and what appeared to be 
a fake Mexican Consulate card 
with Garza’s photo on it. Garza’s 
passport indicates he is from Gua-
temala, the report said.

Garza was charged with two 
counts of exhibiting an imitation 
firearm and threatening to com-
mit a crime resulting in death or 
great bodily injury. He posted 
bail, but two days later was found 
to be in violation of an emergency 
protective order granted to the 
mother, which stated he could 
not come within 300 feet of her 
or the apartment. “Garza bailed 
out within 24 hours after being 
arrested for the second time,” 
police said in the report.

That same day, officers suspi-
cious of possible human traffick-
ing began connecting the dots 
between the 14-year-old suspected 
of being sexually assaulted — then 
enrolled as a high school student 
— and the reported gun threats 
by Garza in the Latham Street 
apartment. While police reports 
filed in October state that specu-
lation about human trafficking 
was unfounded at the moment, 
the case was referred to Mountain 
View police investigators, whose 
work eventually led to the Dec. 20 
arrests of Garza and Galvez.

Garza is due back in court on 
Feb. 6 in San Jose and remains in 
custody with a bail set at 
$200,000. V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
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CHARGES
 Continued from page 1

Carlos Garza Evelia De Maria 
Galvez

vehicle for about 7 miles.
According to Wagstaffe, Samek 

refused a chemical test for DUI, 
and officers drew his blood in a 
“medically approved manner” 
after obtaining a warrant. His 
blood alcohol level registered as 

0.12, after initially coming in at 
0.14 on a preliminary test about 
an hour earlier.

Wagstaffe said Samek has no 
prior offenses and will return 
to court for a pretrial hearing in 
April and a jury trial in May. The 
Los Altos Planning Commission 
declined to comment on the case.

—Bay City News Service

CRIME BRIEF
 Continued from page 4
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Elementary school
boundaries are changing

A foundation of excellence. A future of achievement.

www.mvwsd.org/residency  
or 650-526-3500

Locate your school
and learn more

Student open enrollment for
the fall is now through Feb. 3.

In the fall of 2019-20, kindergarten-4th
grade students in transition
neighborhoods may be attending new
neighborhood schools, including the
newly constructed Jose Antonio Vargas
Elementary. 

Register at www.mvwsd.org/register 

By Kevin Forestieri

R
esponding to the latest 
effort to weaken or repeal 
the Affordable Care Act 

(ACA), California Attorney Gen-
eral Xavier Becerra announced 
he is appealing a district judge’s 
December ruling that the 
landmark health care law is 
unconstitutional.

In a statement last week, Becerra 
announced he and 16 other state 
attorneys general were appeal-
ing U.S. District Judge Reed 
O’Connor’s decision in the case 
Texas v. United States, which 
concluded that the individual 
mandate — the requirement that 
citizens must purchase health 
insurance or pay a fine — was 
unconstitutional. O’Connor went 
on to rule that the remaining 
provisions in the ACA were 
“inseverable” from the individual 
mandate and “therefore invalid” 
as a result of the decision, dis-
mantling the entire framework of 
the health care law, also known as 
Obamacare.

Becerra immediately responded 
to the Dec. 14 by calling it “mis-
guided” and an “assault” on 133 

million Americans who rely on 
the ACA for its protections of 
patients with preexisting condi-
tions. The ruling is now moving 
up to the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and could eventually 
be reviewed by the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Though Santa Clara County 
is not a party in the case and the 
appeal, county officials have kept 
a close watch on the case because 
of the deep impacts it would have 
on both the county’s finances and 
health and hospital system as well 
as the health of the community, 
according to County Counsel 
James Williams.

Since March 2010 when the law 
was enacted, Williams said the 
ACA has been “incredibly posi-
tive” for the community, insuring 
more county residents and reduc-
ing the costs and burdens on the 
county’s hospital system. He said 
that Santa Clara County has been 
“at the forefront” by showing how 
effective the Affordable Care Act 
can be.

“I think California has been 
able to show a lot of what was 
intended to happen everywhere 
in the country by having robust 

enrollment and robust outreach 
— a state that was actually taking 
advantage of the flexibility and 
the structure under the ACA,” 
Williams said. “And the results 
speak for themselves.”

This is hardly the first time the 
ACA faced possible repeal. Last 
year the Republican-controlled 
House of Representatives and 
Senate sought to repeal part or all 
of the ACA through multiple bills 
that ultimately failed to muster 
enough votes. Burt Margolin, a 
consultant hired by the county to 
watch federal legislation, reported 
to supervisors last month that 
certain efforts to weaken the 
health care law — reducing the 
individual mandate penalty and 
internal changes by the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid — 
appear to have dropped enroll-
ment by about 13 percent from 
last year.

Margolin said that, if the Texas 
case makes it to the Supreme 
Court, the ruling may be favor-
able. Earlier in December the 
majority of the court, including 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh and Chief 
Justice John Roberts, declined to 
review lower court decisions that 

found Kansas and Louisiana had 
violated federal law by defunding 
Planned Parenthood for appar-
ently arbitrary reasons not related 
to performance.

“The speculation is that Roberts 
may have wanted to avoid pushing 
this fight into a contentious battle 
over health care at the Supreme 
Court level, and that may bode 
well should the Texas (court) case 
reach his court,” Margolin said.

Last year, Margolin said an esti-
mated 130,000 residents in Santa 
Clara County gained Medi-Cal 
coverage through the Medicaid 
expansion under the ACA, 68,000 
of whom are served directly 
through the county’s health and 
hospital system and Santa Clara 
Valley Medical Center.

Williams said the ruling by 
O’Connor “defies common sense” 
by claiming the law was effectively 
repealed last year when Congress 
reduced the individual mandate 
penalty down to zero, and that 
there are staggering ramifications 
to a ruling that claims every single 
word is struck from the ACA as a 
result. That includes components 
that won huge support, including 
allowing children to stay on their 

parents’ insurance plans until age 
26 and protections for people with 
preexisting conditions.

“It would upend the private 
health care system for everyone,” 
he said. “And yet somehow the 
district  court judge is saying 
‘Well, actually (Congress) meant 
to strike everything down.”

It was clear last year that 
Congress didn’t have the votes 
required to repeal the ACA in its 
entirety, and that a succession of 
bills and votes proved that, Wil-
liams said. O’Connor’s narrow 
analysis is divorced from what 
took place in the Legislature and 
“fails to actually grapple with the 
body of the law as a whole,” he 
said.

Williams said he couldn’t say 
for sure how the ruling would 
fare in the Fifth Circuit or the 
Supreme Court, but he empha-
sized that the ramifications of the 
case are huge.

“This is the largest sector of 
the economy — this is not a 
minor set of statutes that we’re 
talking about,” he said. “The 
ramifications for striking the 
entire Affordable Care Act 
would upend all aspects of the 
health care system, every single 
person, regardless of who your 
insurer is.” V
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California leads appeal defending Obamacare
DEEP IMPACTS ON SANTA CLARA COUNTY EXPECTED IF AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IS OVERTURNED
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Donate online at   
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Holiday Fund
Mountain View Voice

Day Worker Center
The Day Worker Center of Mountain 
View provides a secure place for workers 
and employers to negotiate wages and 
work conditions. It serves workers with 
job placements, English lessons, job skills 
workshops and guidance.

Mentor Tutor Connection
Mentor Tutor Connection matches adult 
volunteers who serve either as mentors with 
under-served youth in high school or as 
tutors to students in elementary and middle 
schools in Mountain View and Los Altos 
school districts.

Community School of Music  
and Arts
The Community School of Music and Arts 
provides hands-on art and music education 
in the classrooms of the Mountain View 
Whisman School District.

MayView Community Health 
Center
The MayView Community Health Center 
in Mountain View offers primary care 
services to low-income and uninsured 
patients in northern Santa Clara County. 
No patient is turned away for inability to 
pay for services, which include prenatal 
and pediatric care, cancer screenings and 
chronic disease management. 

YWCA Support Network  
for Domestic Violence
This group operates a 24-hour bilingual 
hotline and a safe shelter for women and 
their children. It also offers counseling and 
other services for families dealing with 
domestic violence.

Community Services Agency
CSA is the community’s safety-net providing 
critical support services for low-income 
individuals and families, the homeless and 
seniors in northern Santa Clara County, 
including Mountain View, Los Altos and  
Los Altos Hills. 

Community Health Awareness 
Council
CHAC serves Mountain View, Los Altos, 
Los Altos Hills and seven school districts. 
Among the services it offers are school-
based counseling and programs to protect 
students from high-risk behaviors.

How to Give
Your gift helps children  
and families in need
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will 

be matched dollar for dollar to the extent 

possible and will go directly to  seven 

nonprofit agencies that serve Mountain 

View residents. Last year, more than 170 

Voice readers and the Wakerly,  Packard 

and  Hewlett foundations contributed  a 

total of  $105,000. We are indebted to 

the Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

which handles all donations, and deducts no 

administrative costs from your gifts, which 

are tax-deductible as permitted by law. All 

donations will be shared equally with the 

seven recipient agencies.

This year, the following  
agencies will be supported  

by the Holiday Fund:

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name _______________________________________________________

Business Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

_______________________________________ Expires _______/_______

Signature ____________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)   

 In my name as shown above

 In the name of business above

OR:     In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of person)

All donors and their gift amounts will be  
published in the Mountain View Voice unless 
the boxes below are checked.

 I wish to contribute anonymously. 

  Please withhold the amount of my  
contribution.

Please make checks payable to: 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
03 – Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
P.O. Box 45389 
San Francisco, CA 94145

The Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund 
is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) 
charitable organization. A contribution to this 
fund allows your donation to be tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

Mountain View Voice

2018
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As of Dec. 31, 136 donors have contributed $51,060  
to the Mountain View Voice Holiday Fund.

28 Anonymous ................................... $8,240

Jennifer Coogan ...................................... 250

Janet Sloan & Peter Stahl ....................... 1,400

Charles Alexander ................................... 250

Ryan Proch ........................................... 1,000

Sara Jenez ...................................................*

Joel Riciputi ..................................................*

Jacqueline Bury .......................................... 25

Leslie C. & Anita N. Nichols ...........................*

Cliff & Kara Chambers ............................. 400

Ann McCarty ............................................. 50

Mia Whitfield .......................................... 100

David Paradise ........................................ 100

Sheri Morrison ......................................... 350

Ann Kapoun ............................................ 100

Judy Atterholt ........................................... 100

Paul & Kathleen Feigelman ........................ 100

Lisa Rogan .............................................. 500

Lori Abrahamsohn ...................................... 50

Stephen Attinger ...................................... 250

Marilyn Winkleby & Michael Fischetti ......... 200

Margie Chapman .................................... 100

Anne Johnston ..............................................*

Mary DeMasters ................................... 2,000

Catherine P Howard ......................................*

Danny Lee ............................................... 200

Karen & Michael Van De Vanter ................ 100

Bruce Lin .............................................. 5,000

Randy & Debra Robinson .......................... 500

Dan Kelly & Michelle Friedland .......................*

Crystal Chow .......................................... 100

The K. Hayes Family ................................. 350

Gail Nyhan & Dave Offen .............................*

Elaine Roberts ....................................... 1,000

Ronald Swierk ......................................... 100

Michelle Woodbridge ............................... 250

Vi Robertson .............................................. 50

Eva D Chang ........................................... 200

Judith Manton ............................................ 50

Michael Kahan ........................................ 120

The Bonte Family ...................................... 150

Selma Sachs .............................................. 10

Jackie Doda .................................................*

Hedda Hope ............................................. 75

David Fung ..................................................*

Dolores N. Goodman ............................... 500

Dr. Richard Foy & Ms. Rie Farr .................. 500

Jim Cochran ............................................ 700

Martin Pulvers ............................................ 50

David Atkins .............................................. 50

Edward Perry .......................................... 200

Alan & Laura Kostinsky ..................................*

Karl Schnaitter ......................................... 840

Mei Hong ............................................... 150

Creger Family .......................................... 400

Michael Tugendreich ................................ 200

Leona K. Chu................................................*

Mitch & Barb Topol .................................... 75

Vi Robertson .............................................. 50

Max Beckman-Harned .............................. 700

Rose Han .....................................................*

Irving Statler ............................................ 100

Dan Pappas ............................................ 100

Andy & Liz Coe ....................................... 100

Lyle & Sally Sechrest ................................. 100

Thomas Mucha ........................................ 350

Dory Meier ..................................................*

Bruce & Twana Karney  ............................ 250

Feng Zhou ............................................ 5,000

Mary & Christopher Dateo ........................ 500

Mark Flider ............................................. 500

The Burtin Family ..........................................*

Marilyn Gildea .............................................*

Norma Jean Bodey Galiher ....................... 200

The Somersille Sibley Family ...................... 100

Denley Rafferty ........................................ 100

Karen & David Keefer ............................... 100

Ellen Wheeler ............................................ 50

Wesley D. Smith ...........................................*

Tats & Rose Tsunekawa ............................. 100

Debra Babcock ........................................ 100

R. Lanier Anderson & Katherine Preston ...... 500

Reese & Kathleen Cutler .................................*

Marilyn & Jim Kelly .................................. 150

Jeff Segall & Helen He .............................. 150

Robert J. Rohrbacher ................................ 100

Lawrence K. Wallace .................................. 50

Brian & Marilyn Smith ...................................*

Kevin & Robin Duggan ..................................*

In Memory Of
Marlene Handy ............................................50

Sofia M. Laskowski .....................................500

Ernesto Alejandro ...........................................*

Margaret & Elbert Sargent .............................50

Irene Villasenor .............................................50

Dori...............................................................*

Laila Holombo ............................................300

Julie Lovins & Greg Fowler ...............................*

Sally Haydn-Myer .......................................150

Kate Wakerly .............................................100

My wonderful dear dad, Leonard Boos .............*

My precious angel, Megan Mathias .................*

In Honor of
The Staff of MayView Community  
Health Center .......................................... 100

Stephanie Vatz .......................................... 50

Ed, Petros & Thalia ................................... 170

The most wonderful brother ever, Bill Mathias ...*

As a Gift For
Glen & Linda Eckols ................................. 200

Companies & Organizations
Annual Reviews ....................................... 300

Wealth Architects ......................................2,500

Mountain View Professional Firefighters  
Local 1965 ...............................................1,000

Thank you for supporting the Holiday Fund

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/mvv-holiday-fund

team called “the Holy Rollers.” 
Frost remembers Peterson ask-
ing her a bold question: Would 
she take over power of attorney 
for her health care? 
 Frost agreed, but she had no 
idea what she was signing up 
for back in 1995. Ever the loyal 
friend, Frost still checks up on 
Peterson, taking her to medi-
cal appointments, helping her 
with budgeting and buying her 
groceries.
 “Religiously, I feel like God 
has given me this job because 
she doesn’t have anyone else,” 
Frost said. “She needs some-
body, and somebody she can 
trust.” 
 Born Jan. 9, 1916, Peterson 
was raised in St. Paul, Minne-
sota, the oldest of six children. 
She vividly recalls ice skating 
in the winters. She sang alto in 
a quartet with her two sisters 
and mother, while her father 
and brothers formed their own 
men’s quartet. She ended up 
leaving school in ninth grade to 
help her mother after her father 
died in a work accident.
 She originally moved to 
Mountain View with her hus-
band following World War 
II, and in 1957 they built her 
current home in the St. Francis 
Acres neighborhood. Peterson 
worked for most of her years as 
an executive assistant for vari-
ous professionals.
 “Mountain View used to be 
such an itsy-bitsy city — it was 
all single-story homes,” she 
reminisced. 
 Talking about her childhood, 
Peterson immediately brings 
up Charles Schulz, the famous 
Peanuts comic strip cartoon-
ist. Peterson’s mother taught 
Schulz in Sunday school in 
Minnesota, and through the 
years she maintained a friend-
ship with him. Schulz died in 
2000, but Peterson still keeps in 
touch with his wife Jean. 

 In 2017, the Schulz home 
in Santa Rosa burned to the 
ground, and Peterson ended 
up donating a trove of old pho-
tos and cartoons to help Jean 
Schulz rebuild her collection. 
In gratitude, the Charles M. 
Schulz Museum sent Peterson 
an assortment of  Peanuts 
memorabilia. Ornaments of 
Charlie Brown, Snoopy and the 
other Peanuts characters are 
scattered throughout Peterson’s 
house. 
 That sense of charity is also 
clear from Peterson’s life in 
Mountain View. Her husband 
died in 1979, and Peterson 
became active in the Mid-
Peninsula Widows and Wid-
owers Association. To this day, 
Peterson still calls up each of 
the dozens of other members to 
sing “Happy Birthday” to them 
each year. She has organized 
several knitting parties to make 
caps for seniors in convalescent 
homes. 
 Getting old isn’t easy, espe-
cially beyond 100, she said. 
Peterson misses being able to 
drive after she voluntarily sur-
rendered her license a few years 
back. “It’s terrible, now I have 
to deal with this thing,” she 
said as she wobbled her walker. 
Writing letters by hand isn’t 
so easy with her arthritis, but 
she makes it work with her old 
typewriter. But it has been hard 
for her to wind down. 
 “The constant thing in Mary’s 
life is she’s looking for some-
thing to do to help other peo-
ple,” Frost said. “What upsets 
her the most is now she’s no 
longer allowed to do anything. 
The doctors tell her now it’s 
time for her to rest.” 
 But she still has her singing. 
When Peterson celebrates her 
103rd birthday with her 
friends this week, she said she 
plans to enjoy leading the cho-
rus of “Happy Birthday” on 
her own. V

Email Mark Noack at  
mnoack@mv-voice.com

CENTENARIAN
 Continued from page 5

some sage words for anyone 
stepping into the role of com-
munity development director. 
 “My advice is to maintain a 
sense of humor, have a reservoir 
of patience, and to stock up on 
good pinot noir,” Tsuda said. “I 
can vouch that Shrivastava has 
the first two covered. I don’t 
know about her wine collection.”
 Shrivastava will be filling one 
of the city’s most important 
roles; however City Hall still 
faces some staffing challenges. 
Through 2018, the city lost 
24 employees, including three 
department heads. In particular, 

the city’s planning division has 
struggled for years to review and 
process a surge of development 
proposals. 
 As part of the transition, 
Audrey Seymour Ramberg, 
who currently serves as assis-
tant city manager, will be pro-
moted to a new position as the 
city’s chief operating officer. In 
this role, Ramberg will super-
vise environmental sustainabil-
ity and focus on organization-
wide priorities such as staffing 
development and succession 
planning. 
 With the new responsibility, 
Ramberg will receive a salary 
increase from $247,986 to 
$254,186. V

COMMITTEE
 Continued from page 5



10    Mountain View Voice    MountainViewOnline.com    January 11, 2019

By Gennady Sheyner

P
alo Alto is hoping Stanford 
University will help pay 
for the realignment of Cal-

train rail crossings so that tracks 
and roadways will no longer 
intersect.

Mountain View is calling for 
the university to pay its “fair 
share” for future improvements 
to local intersections.

Menlo Park is requesting that 
the university consider creating 
new satellite lots with new shut-
tles or a “gondola” moving people 
from these lots to the university’s 
growing campus.

These transportation-cen-
tered requests, as well as dozens 
of others pertaining to hous-
ing, schools and more, were 
submitted by Peninsula cities, 

agencies and residents as part 
of a new environmental analysis 
for Stanford’s proposed expan-
sion. The Final Environmental 
Impact Report, which Santa 
Clara County released on Dec. 
21, pertains to Stanford’s appli-
cation for a “general use permit” 
(GUP), which would allow the 
university to build up to 2.275 
million square feet of academic 
space, 3,150 new housing units 
or beds (this includes 550 that 
would be available for faculty, 
staff, postdoctoral scholars and 
medical residents), and 40,000 
square feet for child care centers 
and transit hubs by 2035.

Publication of the voluminous 
document marks a key milestone 
for the county’s review process 
of a project that Joe Simitian, 
president of the county’s Board 

of Supervisors, has described as 
the largest development applica-
tion in the history of the county, 
which has jurisdiction over land 
not governed by the cities. But 
while the new analysis devotes 
hundreds of pages to analyz-
ing traffic impacts (as well as 
everything from noise and water 
quality), it is unlikely to satisfy 
city leaders who for months have 
been calling for the county to 
require stronger action from 
Stanford to mitigate the conse-
quences of its growth.

 The thorny issue  
of traffic

In the new report, the county is 
noncommittal on most proposed 
solutions, including requiring 
Stanford to chip in for Caltrain 
improvements or to roll out more 
Marguerite shuttles. County offi-
cials have also rejected calls to 
encourage more satellite park-
ing lots and to revise Stanford’s 
existing “No Net New Commute 
Trips” policy, which currently 
applies only to campus-related 
trips in the commute direction 
during peak hours (8-9 a.m. and 
5-6 p.m.).

The policy, which was intro-
duced under Stanford’s last GUP 
in 2000, has been the county’s 
strongest tool to ensure Stan-
ford’s growth would not result 
in overwhelming traffic. It has 
spurred Stanford to, among other 
things, expand its Marguerite 
shuttle program, increase park-
ing fees and introduce car- and 
ride-share programs. As a result, 
Stanford’s rate of solo drivers has 
dropped from 69 percent in 2003 
to 43 percent today, according to 
the county.

But while Stanford’s traffic-
reduction programs are gener-
ally viewed as a gold standard in 
the region, many are skeptical 
that the policy will continue to 
hold up in the face of millions of 

square feet of new development. 
Palo Alto and East Palo Alto 

are among those cities that have 
argued in favor of a more expan-
sive definition of “peak hours,” 
which they say does not currently 
reflect actual travel patterns. A 
letter from East Palo Alto, signed 
by former Mayor Ruben Abrica, 
states that the city is “gravely 
concerned about traffic,” espe-
cially given that 84 percent of the 
peak-hour traffic on University 
Avenue are commuters and that 
Stanford’s proposal would add 
about 5,000 new jobs.

“Off-peak traffic is a concern, 
given that East Palo Alto resi-
dents are experiencing signifi-
cant traffic at all times,” the letter 
states.

Palo Alto expressed similar 
concerns and pointed to “a recent 
trend of peak spreading,” the 
tendency of Stanford commuters 
to drive just before or just after 
the “peak period.” To support 
this position, the city hired a con-
sulting firm, Hexagon, to review 
data from Stanford’s cordon 
counts. The consultant noted 
that even the county’s environ-
mental analysis uses the broader 
“peak period” times of 7 to 10 
a.m. and 4 to 7 p.m. in analyzing 
intersection counts.

Hexagon cited its own count 
data as evidence that the morn-
ing peak hour frequently occurs 
after 9 a.m. and the afternoon 
peak frequently occurs after 6 
p.m.

“One of the likely reasons why 
there appears to be a disconnect 
between Stanford’s achievement 
of the ‘no net new trips’ standard 
and the community’s experience 
of increasing level of congestion 
may be that there are higher 
levels of Stanford-related trips 
throughout the day or during 
much longer periods during the 
morning and evening than was 
true in 2001,” the Hexagon letter 
states.

The county, however, was not 
swayed. It offered its own data, 
measured twice yearly, which 
showed the number of cars enter-
ing and exiting Stanford during 
the 8-9 a.m. and 5-6 p.m. hours 
decreased between 2012 and 
2016. The data also showed that 
in every year since 2014, the pat-
tern of traffic during the broader 
peak hours remained consistent, 
directly contradicting the Hexa-
gon assertion.

“Focusing the no-net-new-
commute-trips standard on the 
peak hour has not pushed trips 
to the shoulder hours or encour-
aged peak hour spreading,” the 
county’s response states.

Palo Alto has also urged the 
county to demand more details 
from Stanford about how it plans 
to ensure traffic does not get 
worse. The FEIR, the city had 
argued, should “explicitly iden-
tify the current and future tran-
sit and TDM (transportation-
demand management) programs 
that will be relied on to meet the 
No New Net Commute Trips 
goal.”

The new analysis does no 
such things. Instead, following 
the theme of “flexibility with 
accountability” that was the 
bedrock of the 2000 permit, 
county officials have indicated 
that they are generally amenable 
to Stanford establishing its own 
programs, provided that they 
meet the goals of not adding new 
commute traffic during peak 
hours.

“This framework gives Stan-
ford the flexibility to change 
the TDM program to meet 
the no-net-new-commute-trips 
standard as the campus popu-
lation changes and technology 
advances.”

That said, the FEIR identifies 
several transportation-related 
programs that Stanford has pro-
posed to implement as part of its 
growth plan. These include new 
dedicated bus lanes and express 
bus services, dynamic real-time 
carpooling apps like Scoop, the 
use of parking rates to discour-
age driving, financial incentives 
for non-drivers and increased 
use of telework and flexible work 
schedules, according to the FEIR.

Mountain View’s 
requests

Mountain View, for its part, 
requested assurances that Stan-
ford would contribute its “fair 
share” of funding for improve-
ments to “any intersections under 
the jurisdiction of our city” 
affected by Stanford’s growth. 
The FEIR does not go that far, 

Analysis of Stanford’s growth leaves unanswered questions
MOUNTAIN VIEW SEEKS FUNDS FOR INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

LocalNews

Online registration opens on 
January 7.

OPEN ENROLLMENT 2019 – 20
(Kindergarten – 8th grade)

January 7 – February 3

OP

1400 Montecito Ave., Mountain View
650-526-3500 • www.mvwsd.org
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Para información en español, visite nuestra página web.

Saturday, February 2, 2019
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The Mountain View Buddhist Temple
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Mountain View Rotary Club

2019 Crab Feed

Tickets Available Online At: www.mountainviewrotary.org
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Penne Pasta with Marinara Sauce
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can eat!
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sleep better at night.” 
 There was plenty of discus-
sion of the big-ticket challeng-
es shared by Mountain View 
and other nearby cities, such 
as housing growth, traffic con-
gestion and income inequality. 
These are the “perils of pros-
perity,” Showalter said, and she 
pointed to Mountain View’s 
work over the last four years to 
lead by example by taking on 
more of the burden to inspire 
its neighbors. 
 “We have not buried our 
heads in the sand, and we can’t 
solve these things all alone,” 
she said. “But we’ll do our part 
and we’ll stand as an example 
for what should be done.” 
 But November’s election may 
have been a sign that city voters 
were growing impatient with 
the sacrifices that came with 

that bargain. Mountain View 
isn’t alone in dealing with traf-
fic, housing or homelessness, 
so it made sense for the city to 
seek a solution in cooperation 
with neighboring cities, Coun-
cilwoman Hicks said. Echoing 
her campaign, she emphasized 
that the council should set its 
sights on keeping Mountain 
View as a great place to live for 
current residents. 
 “We can spark the solutions 
to the problems, but to solve 
them we have to go and speak 
to every city in the county,” 
Hicks said. “When we’re tack-
ling global and regional prob-
lems, we have to remember 
that in the end, Mountain 
View is home to tens of thou-
sands of people.” 
 Kamei emphasized that she 
would take on housing as a 
chief priority, particularly the 
construction of residences for 
middle-income families. She 

was jubilant and described 
joining the City Council as a 
lifelong goal. 
 “Tonight the dream of a 
9-year-old girl comes true to 
serve in the community she 
calls home,” she said. “The 
story of my family started here 
over 70 years ago, and this is 
the next chapter for us.” 
 Kamei and Ramirez add 
a new element to the demo-
graphics of the City Council. 
Both are relatively young — in 
their 30s — and rent housing, 
while the rest of the council 
mostly consists of older home-
owners. In addition, both work 
as staffers for local politicians, 
and they bring a sweeping 
knowledge of regional policies 
and programs. 
 Joking that he learned to cut 
short his policy explanations, 
Ramirez emphatically urged 
everyone in the city to reach out 
to him with concerns or criticism. 

 “In the next three months, 
we’re going to be seeing a lot of 
issues that are challenging and 
divisive,” he said. “Hold me 
accountable when I fail you.” 
 After the new council mem-
bers took their seats, their 
first order of business was to 
elect a mayor. Vice Mayor Lisa 
Matichak was quickly nomi-
nated as the city’s new mayor 
with Councilwoman Margaret 
Abe-Koga chosen to serve as 
the vice mayor for 2019. It fol-
lowed the city’s long tradition 

of picking the vice mayor to 
hold the mayoral gavel.
 The votes for both 
Matichak and Abe-Koga were 
unanimous. 
 “I hope we can have a colle-
gial relationship as we work 
through the issues,” Matichak 
said. “We each have our per-
spectives and sometimes they 
align, and sometimes they 
don’t.” V
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2018 Annual Water
System Flushing

The City of Mountain View Public Services 
Division will begin its annual water system 

occur throughout the City and should be 

water lines of sand and sediment that may 
have accumulated during the last year and 

If you would like more information about the 

City of Mountain View
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Above: Lenny Siegel and Ken Rosenberg listen as Pat Showalter makes 
final remarks before the three incumbents stepped down from their 
seats on the City Council. Left: New City Council members, from left, 
Lucas Ramirez, Ellen Kamei and Alison Hicks take the oath of office on 
Jan. 8. 

to understand both sides of the 
issue, she said. 
 Jennifer Wayman is a mar-
keting manager who has pre-
viously had to survey rental 
markets across the country for 
her work. She is also a busi-
ness owner who will soon be 
launching three fitness fran-
chise locations. Amid all those 
efforts, she said wanted to join 
the Rental Housing Commit-
tee to strike a balance between 
those who need rental housing 
and those who provide it. She 
emphasized her professional 
network of lawyers and land-
lords could help her get per-
spective on how to do this. 

 Wayman left it unclear 
whether she is a renter or land-
lord, saying in her applications 
that she “had a rental property 
in Mountain View.” 
 Another candidate, Nija 
Mashruwala, is a software engi-
neer for Salesforce who said she 
previously saw how unfair rental 
policies can impact tenants. She 
is now a homeowner who rents 
out part of her property and 
manages other rentals for her 
family. She expects to eventually 
transition into a career in real 
estate. Mashruwala acknowl-
edged that she has a lot to learn, 
but she touted her critical-think-
ing and problem-solving skills. 
 This round of selecting mem-
bers for the new rent control 
committee is expected to be 

impacted by the recent depar-
ture of City Council members 
Lenny Siegel, Ken Rosenberg 
and Pat Showalter. The three 
council members were general-
ly supportive of candidates who 
had actively campaigned for 
the 2016 Measure V campaign 
on the committee. In contrast, 
the rest of the council favored 
candidates with no connection 
to the rent control campaign 
or, barring that, a diverse range 
of opinions on the committee. 
With three new council mem-
bers, the balance could tip.
 The City Council is scheduled 
to begin interviewing rental 
committee applicants at its Jan. 
15 meeting. V
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barrier that would bring tidal 
flows back to an area parched 
and cut off from the Bay.
 The effort is part of a huge 
multi-agency strategy, launched 
in the early 2000s, to acquire 
15,000 acres of privatized Bay 
Area coastline used for salt 
production and revert most of 
it back to its natural state — or 
at least as close to it as possible. 
The negotiations were headed 
by Sen. Dianne Feinstein to 
acquire the land from the global 
conglomerate Cargill, which 
signaled it was seeking to cede 
61 percent of its South Bay 
operations.
 The latest chapter of the 
regional effort, known as “Phase 
2” of the South Bay Salt Pond 
Restoration Project, includes 
reversion of salt ponds back to 
tidal marsh habitat across 710 
acres north of Mountain View 
and 300 acres bordering Menlo 
Park. Work on the latter is 
already underway, with truck-
loads of dirt and construction 
crews busy along the edges of 
Bedwell Bayfront Park on a 
recent Thursday morning.
 The future vision for the bay-
lands can be seen at the north-
east corner of Bedwell. To the 
north lies Greco Island, a ver-
dant expanse of tidal marshes 
home to several protected spe-
cies, including the endangered 
California clapper rail and 
salt marsh harvest mouse. To 
the east lies hundreds of acres 
of former salt ponds abutting 
Facebook’s original campus, 
with a grayish-white cracked 
crust resembling the surface 
of the moon. Other salt ponds 
throughout the Bay Area take 
on a pink, green, yellow or rust 
color depending on the algae, 
minerals or tiny organisms 
present.
 In a multi-step process, these 
salt ponds are designed to 
take in limited water from the 
Bay and circulate it through a 
system of “evaporator” ponds 

aimed at gradually increasing 
salinity. Water fully saturated 
with salt is then pumped into 
crystallizer beds, where salt is 
harvested and send to a process-
ing plant in Newark. This has 
been going on in the baylands 
since the mid-1850s, hitting its 
peak by 1959 when companies 
were producing roughly a mil-
lion tons of salt annually.
 Today this would amount 
to devastating environmental 
destruction of more than 40 
square miles of baylands, but 
environmental protections were 
barely an afterthought at the 
time of rapid development prior 
to the turn of the last century, 
said David Lewis, executive 
director of Save the Bay. He 
said about 90 percent of the 
Bay’s wetlands have been lost 
due to human activity — large 
swaths of which were used to 
harvest salt or hay — and it took 
a concerted effort starting in the 
1960s to recognize that these 
public assets needed protection.
 “It’s not that those original 
salt-making companies that 
destroyed the Bay habitat did 

anything illegal, there were 
just no environmental laws,” he 
said.
 Some of that Bay habitat is 
long gone, diked off and paved 
over, but Lewis said he and 
other advocates at Save the 
Bay began pressuring public 
officials 15 years ago to restore 
marshes that remain salt ponds 
along the coastline. With an 
excess of 15,000 acres now in 
the hands of public ownership 
and a new funding source in 
the Measure AA parcel tax, 
Lewis said the region is poised 
to reverse the damage to the Bay 
Area’s environment.

Shoring up levees

 Step one in the restoration 
process is to shore up levees 
and fill up pits dredged for 
industrial uses, and that means 
hundreds of truckloads of dirt 
coming in daily, said Jared 
Underwood, a refuge manager 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. About half a million 
cubic yards of dirt is needed, he 
said, and a fortunate side effect 
of the booming local economy 
is that there’s plenty of it to go 

around. Private development, 
including Apple’s new “space-
ship” campus, left construction 
companies with huge piles of 
dirt, and project managers have 
found a mutually beneficial 
relationship with the companies 
willing to have it dropped off by 
the Bay instead of the dump.
 “As they dig out dirt, they’re 
working with us to test it and 
ensure it’s clean,” Underwood 
said, adding that it has to be free 
of pesticides, hydrocarbons and 
heavy metals. “It’s a very strict 
standard, and instead of putting 
it in the landfill they can bring 
it to the ponds.”
 While the old channel net-
works that used to move water 
around the marshes still remain 
mostly intact, restoration isn’t 
as simple as breaching the 
levee and stepping back while 
plants regrow and birds return. 
Allowing the free flow of water 
back into salt ponds amounts 
to bringing the Bay — and 
anticipated sea level rise in the 
coming decades — right to the 
doorstep of buried landfills, 
parks and some of Silicon 
Valley’s most prominent tech 
campuses.
 Flood risk to public infra-
structure is one of the biggest 
concerns going into the project, 
according to Dave Halsing, a 
consultant working on the res-
toration project. The existing 
“levees” were never engineered 
to protect the low-lying nearby 
development, and efforts need 
to be made to shore up their 
limited protection to withstand 
the wind and waves of a storm 
surge.
 “All of the salt pond berms 
were not made as levees, none-
theless they do provide some 
protection, and we want to 
make sure if we open up the 
ponds that we don’t get rid of 
that protection,” Halsing said.
 Central to that goal is creat-
ing so-called upland transition 
zones, a gradual slope to act as a 
buffer between the sloshing Bay 
waters and coastal development. 
Much of the second phase’s 
southern border has an abrupt 
and vertical edge shaped like a 

bathtub, which is not only vul-
nerable to sea level rise but also 
makes it tough for marsh crea-
tures to survive. During king 
tides or a big storm, animals like 
harvest mice, rails and voles all 
find themselves stuck between a 
rock and a hard place — flooded 
marshes and developed areas — 
and Underwood said they’ve got 
virtually nowhere to hide.
 “There’s a little tiny bit of 
habitat, we’re talking 6 feet from 
the top of the levee down to the 
marsh, and it’s very steep. And 
what happens now is predators 
can pick them off a lot easier,” 
he said. “During high tide you 
can see the hawks kind of lined 
up along the edges to eat what 
they can.”
 This kind of transition zone 
would typically be adjacent to 
the salt ponds rather than in it, 
but most of the nearby land has 
been developed into homes and 
businesses or — even worse — 
former landfills that have been 
capped and pose a serious risk if 
they were to erode. The 30-to-1 
gradual slope should steel the 
region for sea level rise that’s 
bound to come.
 “This is something that we’re 
doing for the survival of the 
species in the marsh for the next 
100 years,” Underwood said.

Shoreline Lake

 Ambitious plans to restore 
the Ravenswood pond cluster 
north of Menlo Park, along with 
the ponds north of Mountain 
View, were both scaled back 
during the complex planning 
process for Phase 2 that started 
more than a decade ago, each 
due to competing environ-
mental interests. For example, 
the Charleston Slough to the 
northwest of Shoreline Park 
was originally included in the 
restoration efforts, but was 
ultimately dropped due to envi-
ronmental concerns.
 The problem ended up 
being the Shoreline Park lake 
and its reliance on the intake 
that pumps water from the 
Charleston Slough. One of the 
project’s alternatives that was 
hotly debated, and eventu-
ally dropped, was to transform 
Charleston Slough into a tidal 
marsh and move the lake’s water 
intake to the corner of the adja-
cent salt pond to the east. But 
doing so would risk trapping 
protected steelhead in the Bay 
and Stevens Creek, raising con-
cerns from the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.
 Adding to the complexity, 
there wasn’t enough room for 
a pump with a protective “fish 
screen” large enough to provide 
enough water to maintain the 
Shoreline Lake. Leaving the 
pump in the relatively shallow 
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Jared Underwood, a refuge manager with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, has overseen efforts to bring back wetlands to the Bay coastline 
in Menlo Park and Mountain View. The federal agency has kept an eye 
on the project’s impacts on endangered and threatened species.
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A crust of salt coats the shore at Bedwell Bayfront Park. The result 
of salt harvesting operations, evaporation ponds replaced marshlands 
around the San Francisco Bay, rendering much of the shoreline 
inhospitable to plants and animals.
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The Facebook campus is across from Bedwell Bayfront Park in Menlo 
wetland restoration project is already underway. 
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Charleston Slough would’ve 
also strained the city’s ability 
to “meet the demand for water 
intake,” according to environ-
mental documents.
 Halsing said the risk of 
steelhead entering Charleston 
through a tidal gate and ending 
up in the lake’s water intake was 
a deciding factor in dropping 
the slough from the project.
 “Given how shallow the 
slough is and how frequently 
that intake runs, there didn’t 
seem to be a feasible option to 
do that now,” he said.
 At the Ravenswood ponds, 
the cracked and barren 270-
acre pond abutting Facebook’s 
campus was axed from the tidal 
marsh restoration plans, but 
because of birds rather than 
fish. As it turns out, birds like 
the threatened Western snowy 
plover have come to rely on the 
large expanses of shallow and 
dry salt ponds and, ironically, 
restoring the wetland marshes 
would effectively amount to 
habitat destruction for them.
 “They used to nest on beach-
es,” Underwood said. “Lots of 
species have come to rely on the 
ponds.”
 Despite the narrowed scope of 
both projects, Lewis said he and 
his organization were not disap-
pointed, and that it was clear 
from the get-go that the huge 
scope of salt pond restoration 
had to be “adaptive” based on 
monitoring data and sensitivity 
to protected species. Leaving out 
Charleston Slough and one of the 
Ravenswood ponds are actually 
positive signs that project man-
agers aren’t rushing headlong 
into what should be a delibera-
tive, decadeslong process.
 “It’s not a setback, in fact I 
think it’s proof that the effort is 
able to be modified to adapt to 
what the species and what the 
Bay need,” he said.
 As with any project involving 
baylands, more than a dozen 
public agencies, companies and 
organizations are playing a 
part in the restoration efforts. 
Several agencies, including the 

California State Coastal Con-
servancy, the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, the 
U.S. Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and the Santa Clara 
Valley Water District, have a 
hand in managing the project. 
Getting Mountain View’s proj-
ect underway this year meant 
seeking approvals from a broad 
group that includes the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the 
state’s regional water quality 
control board and the San 
Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission.
 Complicating matters, PG&E 
towers and power lines cut 
right through one of Moun-
tain View’s salt ponds, and 
the project needs to be mind-
ful of protecting the private 
company’s infrastructure, said 
Brenda Buxton, the regional 
project manager for the coast-
al conservancy. That means 
extending and elevating the 
boardwalks into the future 
marsh and raising the concrete 

footings on the towers.
 The list of agencies funding 
Phase 2 projects is also packed 
to the brim, with nine organi-
zations pitching in money for 
Mountain View’s salt pond res-
toration. The city of Mountain 
View is expected to contribute 
$2.5 million to the project, but 
has yet to complete a formal, 
written agreement, according 
to city officials. The total cost of 
restoring Mountain View’s salt 
ponds is still subject to change 
but will likely land between $16 
million and $20 million, while 
the Ravenswood ponds are 
expected to cost $10 million.
 Rules and strategies for get-
ting dirt-hauling trucks into 
North Bayshore, including 
routing, frequency and timing 
around the area’s congested 
roads, also have yet to be fig-
ured out.
 The cast of thousands, Buxton 
said, is part of what makes salt 
pond restoration so special — 
there’s no looming mandate or 

really any lead agency, just a 
bunch of groups and citizens 
working toward a common goal 
of revitalizing the Bay coastline.
 “The South Bay salt ponds 
project is a coalition, there’s 
no laws or rules making us do 
this,” she said. “We’re doing it 
because we all agree that it’s a 
great thing to have happen, and 
we all bring resources to the 
table to make it happen.”
 Despite planning for Phase 2 
beginning so many years ago, 
Lewis said things are going 
to move much faster now that 
more money is on the table. 
Up until recently, he said there 
wasn’t much pressure or a need 
to speed up the planning and 

permitting process because it 
wasn’t clear how any of the salt 
pond restoration projects would 
be financed. But that changed 
when voters passed the Measure 
AA parcel tax in 2016, which 
he said is going to kickstart 
restoration projects like the 
ones north of Menlo Park and 
Mountain View.
 “There wasn’t much public 
funding available for implemen-
tation,” he said. “The passage of 
Measure AA really changed that, 
and now suddenly there’s a half a 
billion dollars over 20 years that’s 
going to be generated. Things are 
moving faster now.” V

Email Kevin Forestieri at 
kforestieri@mv-voice.com

LocalNews

South Bay Salt Pond Restoration project

Bedwell 
Bayfront Park

Shoreline 
Lake Park

Charleston 
Slough

Moffett 
Field

R5

S5

A2W
A1

R4

Mountain View’s salt ponds, dubbed A1 and A2W, are set to begin 
a transformation back into tidal wetlands starting this year. Work on 
the Ravenswood ponds north of Menlo Park, dubbed R4, R5 and S5, is 
already underway.
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Healthy wetlands in Menlo Park give a glimpse of how the Bay looked 
before decades of salt harvesting and development transformed it.  

FLU DEATH

 Santa Clara County public 
health officials announced Tues-
day the county’s first flu death 
during the current 2018-19 flu 
season.
 The person who died was 39 
years old and had other medi-
cal conditions that led to an 
increased risk of severe compli-
cations from the flu, according 
to the county Public Health 
Department. More information 
about the person who died is 
not being released by the county 

because of medical privacy 
laws.
 Only deaths of people under 
65 years old are tracked. There 
were 11 such deaths of people 
under 65 in Santa Clara County 
during the 2017-18 flu season. At 
least four other cases of severe 
flu in people under 65 have been 
reported to the department so 
far this season.
 The flu season generally con-
tinues through the spring each 
year. 
 Public health officials rec-
ommend that everyone over 6 
months old get the flu vaccine, 
which is particularly important 
for pregnant women, young 

children, people over 65 years 
old, and those with chronic 
medical conditions.
 More information about the flu 
and where to get a vaccine can 
be found by visiting the county’s 
website at sccphd.org/flu.

SNOWPACK SURVEY
 Storms have come to Califor-
nia early this winter, but a survey 
of the Sierra snowpack on Jan. 3 
shows it is only at 67 percent of 
average statewide for this time 
of year, according to the state’s 
Department of Water Resources.
 The snow pack sur-
vey was the first of 2019 in 

California and included a man-
ual survey at Phillips Station 
just off of U.S. Highway 50 near 
Sierra-at-Tahoe.
 The manual survey showed a 
snow depth of 25.5 inches and a 
snow water equivalent of 9 inch-
es, roughly 80 percent of average 
for the location and above the 67 
percent statewide number taken 
from electronic readings around 
the Sierra Nevada, state water 
officials said.
 The department conducts the 
surveys at Phillips Station five 
times annually — in early Janu-
ary, February, March, April and 
May. The snowpack is measured 
because it supplies about 30 

percent of the state’s water needs 
as it melts in the spring and 
summer.
 Department director Karla 
Nemeth said in a news release 
that the recent years of the 
survey have shown the effects 
that climate change is having on 
California’s water resources.
 “We can go from historic 
drought to record rainfall, with 
nothing in between,” Nemeth 
said. “Climate change will con-
tinue to exacerbate the extremes, 
creating additional challenges 
for maintaining water supply 
reliability and the need for inno-
vative solutions.”

—Bay City News Service

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
 Continued from page 4
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though it identifies as mitigations Stan-
ford’s contributions of funding toward 
the proposed closure of Castro Street near 
the rail tracks and toward the creation of 
a second southbound left-turn lane from 
Central Expressway to Moffett Boulevard.

These improvements are part of a 
broader list of infrastructure improve-
ments that Stanford would be required to 
make if it does not meet the goal of no net 
new commute trips.

The one change that the county did 
institute in response to community con-
cerns was a requirement that Stanford 
pay a “fair share” for improvements at 
intersections that are expected to see an 
increase in reverse-commuters. These 
include the El Camino Real and Raven-
swood Road intersection in Menlo Park 
and the Alma Street and Charleston Road 
intersection in Palo Alto. The precise 
share is based on the number of reverse-
commute trips that would be attributable 
to the Stanford project.

County pushes for  
support of housing

While the county analysis did not go as 
far as some cities had wanted in consid-
ering Stanford’s impact on traffic, it has 
been largely responsive to concerns related 
to housing. In June, the county released 
two new alternatives that would go well 
beyond the 3,150 housing units Stanford 
proposed. One would include 5,699 units, 

while the other calls for 4,425.
The county Board of Supervisors has 

also been aggressively pursuing new poli-
cies, independent of the environmental-
analysis process, aimed at requiring more 
contributions of money from Stanford for 
housing. These include a new policy that 
raises the “affordable housing fee” that 
Stanford pays for each square foot of new 
development from $20 to $68.50, effective 
July 1, 2020. The other requires Stanford 
to designate 16 percent of new units to 
affordable housing.

Stanford last month filed lawsuits in fed-
eral and state courts challenging the new 
inclusionary-zoning requirement, which 
it argues violates the “equal protection” 
clauses of the U.S. and California constitu-
tions. It also plans to legally challenge the 
new impact fee.

Palo Alto argued that the county should 
go further and require Stanford to actu-
ally build housing and transportation 
improvements before it constructs new 
academic space. The environmental anal-
ysis does not propose such a policy, noting 
that the issue is better suited for a policy 
debate than an environmental analysis.

“Whether development under the proj-
ect should be contingent upon (i.e., linked 
to) the implementation of certain trans-
portation solutions is an issue for the 
county Board of Supervisors to consider 
when it determines whether, and under 
what conditions, to approve the project.”

Contributions to the  
school district

One topic on which the new analysis 
is bound to disappoint many Palo Alto 
residents is Stanford’s responsibility when 
it comes to Palo Alto schools. In recent 
months, Palo Alto Unified School District 
board members, staff and parents became 
increasingly vocal about the need for 
Stanford to commit funding to educate 

the additional students who would result 
from the university’s expansion. 

During a community meeting in late 
November, then-school board President 
Ken Dauber was one of many residents 
to request Stanford contributions to local 
schools, noting that the district is funded 
based on property taxes and does not get 
state funding on a per-student basis.

The school board also passed a resolu-
tion in November asking the Stanford be 
contractually required to pay the district 
on a per-student basis and to set aside 4 
acres or more near the Sand Hill Road/
Quarry Road corridor for an elementary 
school. It also asked that the university 
contribute to the cost of building the 
school.

The final EIR makes no such recom-
mendations. Instead, it states that existing 
district schools could accommodate the 
new students. 

In addressing school impacts, the final 
EIR recognizes its own limitations: The 
county “does not have authority to require 
Stanford to pay additional fees, dedicate 
land or comply with any other require-
ments associated with increased school 
enrollment.”

That said, supervisors have one tool 
that they can use to require Stanford to 
contribute to local schools. The board 
recently kicked off negotiations with 
Stanford on a first-of-its-kind “develop-
ment agreement,” which is giving both 
sides the opportunity to request conces-
sions and amenities that fall outside the 
purview of the environmental-review 
process. 

Simitian last month said that the school 
district will be a key topic of negotiations.

Stanford staff lauded the new analysis, 
which the county Board of Supervisors 
expects to review and approve by this 
summer. Catherine Palter, Stanford’s 
associate vice president for land use and 
environmental planning, said the FEIR 
confirms that “almost all environmental 
impacts of new academic and residential 
facilities can be appropriately prevented 
or mitigated.”

“The result of that process is a proposal 
that balances the needs of the university 
and the community while addressing 
potential impacts over the life of the per-
mit,” Palter said in a statement that Stan-
ford released just after the report was 
issued. V

Email Gennady Sheyner at 
gsheyner@paweekly.com

STANFORD
 Continued from page 10

The first step in planning your weekend starts here

Your weekly email with tips and insights 
about hot events and cool activities 

SIGN UP AT

MV-Voice.com/
express/weekend

• Music

• Eating out

• Movies

•  Fun and free

• Art exhibits

• Theater

•  Lectures  
and learning

Presented by

O N L I N E

YOUR SUCCE S S  I S  OUR BUS INE S S !

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL BROKERS

ALICIA NUZZO
(650) 504-2394
alicia@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 01127187

ALICE NUZZO
(650) 504-0880
alice@serenogroup.com
CalBRE # 00458678

VOICE FILE PHOTO

Castro Street is slated to be closed off at the Caltrain tracks in downtown Mountain 
View, and city officials are asking Stanford to help fund the project to mitigate traffic 
impacts from university’s expansion plans.
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FOOD FEATURE

MOVIE REVIEWS

BEST BETS FOR ENTERTAINMENTWeekend

MOUNTAIN VIEWVOICE

F O O D F E AT U R E

T
here’s a food truck in Silicon Val-
ley resembling one of the many 
trendy trucks at large events 

frequently held along the Peninsula: a 
vibrant logo on its side, a giant window 
that opens into the kitchen and people 
standing outside, eagerly waiting to be 
served.

This particular food truck, however, 
offers all its meals for free, and it’s trying 
to tackle two of the region’s most critical 
issues: food waste and hunger.

Instead of small cardboard plates 
loaded with a serving of fusion foods, 
what came out of the truck’s window 
were stacks of big aluminum trays with 
labels like candied rice, lentils and green 
beans, so packed with food that some of 
it leaked from the sides.

Joint Venture Silicon Valley, a San 
Jose-based nonprofit striving to address 
Silicon Valley’s quality of life and eco-
nomic issues, launched this truck to 
collect leftovers from universities and 

companies to distribute to those in 
need. It’s part of a new initiative called 
Silicon Valley Food Rescue, a system 
the organization created in response to 
studies that revealed high rates of both 
poverty and waste.

The mobile food sector of this initia-
tive, A La Carte, has already donated 
over 60,000 pounds of food to elemen-
tary schools, low-income apartments, 
senior centers and other locations in 
communities from East Palo Alto to 
Sunnyvale.

“We’re going directly to the drop-off 
locations, directly to families,” said 
Robin Martin, the executive director 
of Silicon Valley Food Rescue and A La 
Carte, after a long day of distributing 
food in Sunnyvale in December. “Once 
we get there, we don’t ask a lot of ques-
tions. ... We open up a food truck and 
people come get what they like.”

Silicon Valley Food Rescue delivers excess meals from college, corporate cafeterias to those in need

Story by Christine Lee 
Photos by Magali Gauthier

 See FOOD RESCUE, page 18
A La Carte’s refrigerated van heads to the East Palo Alto Senior Center to deliver donated 
food on Jan. 8.

Joyce Genevro, the food coordinator  at Project WeHOPE, a homeless shelter in East Palo Alto, accepts a delivery from Robin Martin of A La Carte. 
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a guide to the spiritual communitya guide to the spiritual 
Inspirations

Ordinary People. Real Faith. 
Meaningful Community.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

360 S. Shoreline Blvd, 
Mountan View, CA 94041

Sundays at 4pm

Nursery and Vine Kidz Available

(650) 822-VINE
info@newvine.com

www.newvine.cc

To include your 
Church in 

Inspirations
please email  

sales@ 
embarcadero 

publishing.com

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578  
or email asantillan@paweekly.com  

for assistance with your legal advertising needs.

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
MAYK LANDSCAPING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN649731 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Mayk Landscaping, located at 2260 
California St. Apt. 20, Mountain View, CA 
94040, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: An Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are):  
MAYK EDUARDO JUEGO JUAREZ 
2260 California St. Apt. 20 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 07/21/2018. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
December 27, 2018.  
(MVV Jan. 11, 18, 25; Feb. 1, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
AMENDED 
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: 
ROBERTA MAE DELGADO aka ROBERTA M. 
DELGADO, ROBERTA DELGADO 
Case No.: 18PR184346 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both, of ROBERTA MAE 
DELGADO, also known as ROBERTA M. 
DELGADO or ROBERTA DELGADO. 
An Amended Petition for Probate has 
been filed by: LINDA JANE DELGADO, 
Petitioner in the Superior Court of 
California, County of SANTA CLARA.  
The Petition for Probate requests that: 
LINDA JANE DELGADO, Petitioner be 
appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.  
The petition requests the decedent’s 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court.  
The petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions 

without obtaining court approval. Before 

taking certain very important actions, 

however, the personal representative will 

be required to give notice to interested 

persons unless they have waived notice 

or consented to the proposed action.) The 

independent administration authority will 

be granted unless an interested person 

files an objection to the petition and 

shows good cause why the court should 

not grant the authority.  

A HEARING on the petition will be held on 

January 17, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 12 

of the Superior Court of California, County 

of Santa Clara, located at 191 N. First St., 

San Jose, CA, 95113.  

If you object to the granting of the 

petition, you should appear at the 

hearing and state your objections or file 

written objections with the court before 

the hearing. Your appearance may be in 

person or by your attorney.  

If you are a creditor or a contingent 

creditor of the decedent, you must file 

your claim with the court and mail a copy 

to the personal representative appointed 

by the court within the later of either 

(1) four months from the date of first 

issuance of letters to a general personal 

representative, as defined in section 58 

(b) of the California Probate Code, or 

(2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 

personal delivery to you of a notice under 

section 9052 of the California Probate 

Code. Other California statutes and legal 

authority may affect your rights as a 

creditor. You may want to consult with an 

attorney knowledgeable in California law.  

You may examine the file kept by the 

court. If you are a person interested in 

the estate, you may file with the court a 

Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) 

of the filing of an inventory and appraisal 

of estate assets or of any petition or 

account as provided in Probate Code 

section 1250. A Request for Special Notice 

form is available from the court clerk. 

Attorney for Petitioner: Liza Weiman 

Hanks 

GCA Law Partners LLP 

2570 W. El Camino Real, Suite 400 

Mountain View, CA 94040 

(650) 428-3900 

(MVV Dec. 28, 2018; Jan. 4, 11, 2019)

Public Notices
 On a more recent afternoon, 
A La Carte made its way to 
Project WeHOPE, a homeless 
shelter in East Palo Alto, to dis-
tribute dozens of trays of food 
that would become dinner for 
55 people.
 “You don’t know how much 
you’re helping me,” Project 
WeHOPE’s food coordinator 
Joyce Genevro said to Martin as 
she continued unloading trays 
from the truck. “I’ve got three 
refrigerators, and if there’s too 
much I’ll always share.”
 The other two parts of the 
system include one focused on 
grocery stores and a communi-
cations team to provide educa-
tion for food rescuers. For now, 
the food truck has been Joint 
Venture’s primary focus.
 “We’re taking it one step at a 
time,” Martin said.
 An Ohio native, Martin 
moved to Menlo Park with her 
husband and quickly observed 
a unique situation in the area.
 “We see a very large scale of 
prepared foods from corporate 
campuses, huge university cam-
puses ... more prepared food 
than is typical for the number 
of people that we have here,” she 
said. “So much effort goes into 
preparing it, and it gets thrown 
away.”
 More than 700,000 people 
living in Santa Clara and San 
Mateo counties are at risk for 
hunger, according to 2017 data 
from the the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. Understanding that 

there are low-income families 
in need throughout Santa Clara 
County, she said Joint Venture 
Silicon Valley saw an opportunity 
to simultaneously reduce food 
waste in the community while 
combating hunger.
 While college campuses and 
large companies create condi-
tions for food waste, Martin said 
the plus side is that since catered 
and prepared foods are made in 
massive amounts, excess foods 
are fresh when distributed. Food 
that’s made is delivered on the 
same day.
 “It’s a quick turnaround,” Mar-
tin said.
 Since November, the truck has 
been picking up leftover food 

from Stanford University’s dining 
halls and cafes — 29 kitchens in 
total — and delivering it five days 
a week with the help of Stanford 
student volunteers. Martin said A 
La Carte worked with organiza-
tions including city community 
services and food banks to care-
fully select locations in Santa 
Clara County where there are 
gaps.
 “We fill in where we know there 
is a need,” she said. “Maybe they 
are serving a portion of the need 
but we can make a difference.”
 Alicia Garcia, associate direc-
tor of Project WeHOPE, who 
commutes in from Oakland on 
the weekdays, said A La Carte’s 
partnership has been particularly 

Weekend

FOOD RESCUE
 Continued from page 17

Robin Martin, the director of A La Carte, talks to Joyce Genevro at Project WeHOPE in East Palo Alto on Jan. 8. 

Lentil stew is among the trays of excess food that’s rescued and 
delivered to those in need by A La Carte.
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AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify a 
wireless telecommunications facility located 
at 160 South Whisman Road, Mountain View, 

include replacing 9 panel antennas and 3 RRUs 
and installing 6 additional RRUs mounted at a 
top height of 52’-4” above ground level on the 
51’ monopole. Any interested party wishing to 

the proposed facility may have on any historic 
property may do so by sending such comments 
to: Project 6118010317 - MKB EBI Consulting, 
6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA 17403, or 
via telephone at (717) 472-3070.

Marketplace
The Mountain View Voice offers 
advertising for Home Services,  

Business Services and Employment.

If you wish to learn more about  
these advertising options,  

please call 650.223.6582 or email 
digitalads@paweekly.com.

Weekend

helpful due to the convenience of 
prepared food and direct delivery. 
In the past, the nonprofit had to 
coordinate with other nonprofits 
to pick up the food and bring it 
back.
 “It’s better than what was being 
done in the past. Coming directly 
in a truck, this program is more 
focused and organized,” Garcia 
said. “It just saves us a lot of time 
and resources.”
 Some communities lack enough 
visits from food banks, and often, 
donation facilities simply don’t 
have room to store enough food, 
Martin said.
 “It’s difficult for the kitchen and 
shelters to take in a large influx of 
food,” she said. “Churches often 
just have one refrigerator.”
 The program focuses heav-
ily on ensuring the safety of the 
food, and all workers go through 
food safety training and protocols 
with the university. Martin’s team 
also measures the temperature of 
all stored food, and the food is 
delivered in a refrigerated truck.
 The program’s seed funding 
for research first came from the 
county through its Recycling 
and Waste Reduction Techni-
cal Advisory Committee, which 
addresses waste management and 
makes policy recommendations 
to the county’s Recycling and 
Waste Reduction Commission.  

Then, Sobrato Philanthropies 
helped launch the program and 
provided funding for the truck 
with $150,000. California Cli-
mate Investments, a statewide 
initiative to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, will provide addi-
tional funding through reim-
bursements made quarterly until 
May 2020.
 A La Carte is still is its begin-
ning stages and Martin said she 
plans to sign more contracts for 
food sources beyond Stanford 
throughout the spring.
 In March, she plans to add a 
second truck operating in San 
Jose and nearby areas, for which 
she said she already has funding. 

With more donated food, she 
hopes to add more delivery 
locations. With another driver, 
the program can also run on 
Saturdays.
 “You’re giving people food they 
don’t have the luxury of getting,” 
said Lisa Allen, a San Carlos 
resident who volunteers at Proj-
ect WeHOPE every week. “The 
prepared food is exciting because 
every week you don’t know what’s 
going to be here.” 

For more information about A 
La Carte’s weekly schedule, con-
tact Robin Martin at 
robin@joinventure.org. V

Email Christine Lee at 
clee@paweekly.com. 

Trays of food delivered by A La Carte fill the kitchen at Project 
WeHOPE homeless shelter on Jan. 8.
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There’s a reason why the con-
spicuously picky James Bald-
win estate trusted writer-director 
Barry Jenkins to adapt Baldwin’s 
1974 novel “If Beale Street Could 
Talk.” It wasn’t that Jenkins won 
an Oscar for co-writing Best Pic-
ture “Moonlight” — that hadn’t 
happened yet. The Baldwin estate 
looked at Jenkins’ work to date 
and, most importantly, his screen-
play for “Beale Street,” which 
richly cultivates a novelistic tone 
and preserves Baldwin’s voice in 
narration and dialogue.

The resulting film carries not 
only a literary heft but an almost 
mythic resonance in telling the 
story of two true young lovers 

and the injustice that threatens 
their life, liberty, and pursuit of 
happiness. The 19-year-old Tish 
(KiKi Layne in an astonishing 
feature-film debut) and 22-year-
old Fonny (Stephan James of 
“Race” and TV’s “Homecom-
ing”) make a couple that, while 
not idealized, proves something 
close to ideal. Railroaded by a 
racist cop and misidentified by a 
distraught victim (Emily Rios), 
Fonny languishes in jail on a false 
rape charge. From behind thick 
glass, he learns from Tish that he 
is about to become a father.
 What follows unfolds in the 
present but also slips back into 
the past, to happier days for Tish 

and Fonny. On the one hand, 
there’s a decidedly episodic qual-
ity about “If Beale Street Could 
Talk,” which unfolds scene after 
memorable scene: Tish breaking 
the news to her mother Sharon 
(Regina King), who in turn 
makes the announcement to 
Tish’s father, Joseph (Coleman 
Domingo), and sister Ernes-
tine (Teyonah Parris); Fonny’s 
father Frank (Michael Beach) and 
judgmental holy roller mother 
(Aunjanue Ellis) at odds with 
each other and Tish’s family over 
the same news; Joseph and Frank 
commiserating over a drink; 
Tish and Fonny sharing the pain 
of Fonny’s parolee friend Daniel 
(Brian Tyree Henry), and so on.
 On the other hand, Jenkins’ 
film has a dreamy quality that 
audiences can remember not just 

for these beautiful, individual 
gems but as a complete and fully 
realized experience. It’s a film of 
intimacy, with its truly extraor-
dinary performances allowed by 
Jenkins to breathe. It’s also a film 
of grandeur, a lushly cinematic 
romance under a sociopolitical 
cloud (Jenkins took inspiration 
from Wong Kar-Wai’s similarly 
lush “In the Mood for Love”). 
Nicholas Britell’s lovely, dark 
score contributes mightily to the 
film’s moods, as do the cinema-
tography of James Laxton, and the 
production and costume designs 
of Mark Friedberg and Caroline 
Eselin, respectively.
 In the wake of Black Lives 
Matter, “If Beale Street Could 
Talk” feels present and timely, 
not merely some leftover of the 
civil-rights era. In any case, it 

would be incredibly powerful as 
a dramatization of the injustices 
that can strike black citizens at 
any time and the ruinousness 
of prison on the male psyche, 
among other socially conscious 
themes. While it speaks explicitly 
to the black American experi-
ence, Baldwin’s story of a couple 
under duress, and a family at a 
crossroads of crisis and celebra-
tion, remains a universal one, 
bursting with vivid characters 
and deeply felt performances 
(King being a particular standout 
as a fiercely protective mother). 
In Jenkins’ sure hands, Baldwin’s 
novel becomes an exquisite, 
impeccable, indelible piece of 
cinema of the ages.
Rated R for language and some sex-
ual content. One hour, 59 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization 

with over 35 years of providing award-winning local news, 

community information and entertainment to the Midpeninsula. 

We are always looking for talented and creative people interested 

in joining our efforts to produce outstanding journalism and results 

for our advertisers through print and online.

We currently have the following positions open 

for talented and outgoing individuals:

•  Advertising Sales/Production Admin  Assist the sales and design 

teams in the production of online and print advertising. Tech savvy, 

excellent communication and keen attention to detail a must.

•  Graphic Designer  Creation/production of print and online ads, 

including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing 

experience and video editing a plus, highly-motivated entry-level 

considered.

•  Digital Sales Account Representative  Prospect and sell local 

businesses in our markets who have needs to brand and promote 

their businesses or events using our full-suite of digital solutions. 

Responsibilities include excellent sales and closing skills on the 

phone, preparing proposals, maintaining a weekly sales pipeline 

and ability to hit deadlines and work well under pressure. Sales 

experience is a plus, but we will consider well-qualified candidates 

with a passion to succeed.

We’re looking for talented,  
highly-motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

For more information visit:  
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

‘Street’ cred
OSCAR-WINNER BARRY JENKINS CREATES  
INDELIBLE PIECE OF CINEMA WITH ‘BEALE’ 

Weekend

M O V I E O P E N I N G S

 (Century 20, Guild ) 

ANNAPURNA PICTURES

Teyonah Parris, KiKi Layne, and Regina King star in “If Beale Street Could Talk.”

A Dog’s Way Home (PG)      Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Aparajito (1956) (Not Rated)       
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Apur Sansar (1959) (Not Rated)       
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Aquaman (PG-13)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.      
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.      ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

At Eternity’s Gate (PG-13)       
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Bohemian Rhapsody (PG-13)       
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Bumblebee (PG-13)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Escape Room (PG-13)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.      
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.      ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

The Favourite (R)      Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.      
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

If Beale Street Could Talk (R)       
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.      Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Mary Poppins Returns (PG)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.      
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Mary Queen of Scots (R)       
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

The Mule (R)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

N.T.R. Kathanayakudu (Not Rated)       
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

On the Basis of Sex (PG-13)      Century 20: Fri. - Sun.      
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.       
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Pather Panchali (1955) (Not Rated)       
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Perfectos Desconocidos (English subtitles)  
(Not Rated)      Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Petta (Not Rated)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Ralph Breaks the Internet (PG)       
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Replicas (PG-13)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.       
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.      ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Second Act (PG-13)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Spider-man:Into the Spider-Verse (PG)       
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.      ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

The Upside (PG-13)      Century 16: Fri. - Sun.      
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.      ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Vice (R) 1/2     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.      
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.      ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

N O W S H O W I N G

Skip it    Some redeeming qualities    A good bet    Outstanding

For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more movie info,  
visit www.mv-voice.com and click on movies.

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Rd, Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 566-8367)  tinyurl.com/Guildmp
ShowPlace Icon: 2575 California St. #601, Mountain View  tinyurl.com/iconMountainView

Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700)  Stanfordtheatre.org
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H I G H L I G H T

DIANE MILO: ‘WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM MY FRIENDS’
The Pear Flambe Cabaret series continues with Diane Milo’s  

“With a Little Help from my Friends.” Featuring Bay Area vocalists, this event 
is also a farewell performance celebrating Milo’s 24 years of musical theater. 

Jan. 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $25-$30. The Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., 
Mountain View. Search facebook.com/events for more info.

M O U N TA I N V I E W VOICE

THEATER
‘The Cat in the Hat’ Dr. Seuss’ classic comes to 
life in this stage performance by the Peninsula Youth 
Theatre. This performance is 45 minutes long with no 
intermission and is appropriate for all ages. Jan. 18, 
9:30-10:15 a.m. and Jan. 19, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. $10-
$12. Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 500 
Castro St., Mountain View. Search facebook.com/events 
for more info.

MUSIC 
Open Mic @ Red Rock Coffee Open Mic Mondays 
at Red Rock Coffee gives people the chance to sing in 
front of a supportive audience, meet fellow musicians 
and performers or simply listen to live music. Sign-ups 
start at 6:30 p.m., but arrive early to secure a spot. 
Mondays, 7 p.m. Free. Red Rock Coffee, 201 Castro St., 
Mountain View. redrockcoffee.org/open-mic

CONCERTS 
Branford Marsalis Quartet In 1986, New Orleans 
native and NEA Jazz Master Branford Marsalis formed 
the Branford Marsalis Quartet. Their first album, Upward 
Spiral, was nominated for a 2017 Grammy. They perform 
live at Stanford. Jan. 16, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $42-$72. Bing 
Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. arts.stanford.
edu/event
Manzil ke Andaaz: Kathak solo by Athena 
Nair Dancer Athena Nair will perform different aspects 
of Kathak, Indian classical dance, accompanied by 
experienced musicians. Jan. 13, 5:30-7:30 p.m. $8-$14. 
Oshman Family JCC, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto. Search 
brownpapertickets.com for more info.
Fred Hersch Trio A select member of jazz’s piano 
pantheon, Fred Hersch is a musician who has been 
active for over three decades as an improviser, 
composer, educator, band leader, collaborator and 
recording artist. Jan. 18, 7 and 9 p.m. $55-$80. Bing 
Studio, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. Search events.stanford.
edu for more info.
‘Jonathan Shrunk The Music’ This musical 
program presents famous pieces with changed 
composition, including madrigals from Monteverdis 
Seventh Book, rescored from three or four voices to two 

voices with instruments. Also a Bach cantata for four 
soloists and quite a larger orchestra, rescored for two 
voices and trio sonata accompaniment. Jan. 11, 7:30-
9:30 p.m. $30-$70. Los Altos Lutheran Church, 460 S El 
Monte Ave., Los Altos. Search brownpapertickets.com 
for more info.

FILM
Film Screening: ‘True Conviction’ Stanford Arts 
hosts a screening of “True Conviction,” a documentary 
that follows a new detective agency in Dallas run by 
three exonerated men who all spent decades in prison. 
Jan. 17, 6 p.m. Free. Oshman Hall, 355 Roth Way, 
Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for more info.

TALKS & LECTURES 
Astronomy Lecture The Peninsula Astronomical 
Society’s January speaker is Brian Day of NASA/Ames on 
“Visualizing Planetary Landscapes with NASA on-line 
tools.” Visitors should park in Lot No. 6. Observatory 
open after the meeting, weather permitting. Jan. 11, 
7:30-9 p.m. $3 parking fee required. Foothill College, 
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. pastro.org
‘Where Do We Go From Here?’ In commemoration 
of the 90th anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
birth, Stanford’s African & African American Studies 
department, Office for Religious Life and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Research and Education Institute present a 
public lecture by the Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II. The 
Rev. Dr. Barber serves as president of the nonprofit 
Repairers of the Breach. Jan. 17, 7 p.m. Free. Memorial 
Church, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. Search events.
stanford.edu for more info.
Dolores Huerta MV Parent U presents Dolores 
Huerta, an American labor leader and civil rights activist 
who, with Cesar Chavez, is a co-founder of the National 
Farmworkers Association. She discusses education and 
parents’ role in students’ success. Jan. 16, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Free. Graham Middle School, 1175 Castro St., Mountain 
View. Search eventbrite.com for more info.
Azati Sehatti at Books Inc. Mountain View 
Family nurse practitioner, nutritional consultant and 
health educator Azati Sehatti discusses her critical 
guides, “The Inner Control Is the True Control: Making 
Lasting Lifestyle Changes” and “The Inner Control Is the 

True Control Workbook.” Jan. 17, 7-9 p.m. Free. Books 
Inc. Mountain View, 317 Castro St., Mountain View. 
booksinc.net/event
Storytime with Samantha R. Vamos at Books 
Inc. Mountain View Local author Samantha 
R. Vamos joins Books Inc. in Mountain View for a 
Saturday story time session celebrating her new 
bilingual picture book, “The Piñata That the Farm 
Maiden Hung.” Jan. 12, 11 a.m. Free. Books Inc. 
Mountain View, 317 Castro St., Mountain View. 
booksinc.net/event

MUSEUMS & EXHIBITS 
Alphabete: The World Through the Eyes of 
Frederic Bruly Bouabre The Cantor Arts Center 
displays Frederic Bruly Bouabre’s artwork. The exhibit 
shows Bouabre’s original pictographic alphabet and 
brightly colored postcard-size illustrations. Through 
Feb. 25, times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 
Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. museum.
stanford.edu/exhibitions
BayLUG’s 15th Annual Holiday Show BayLUG’s 
15th Annual Holiday Show will be showcasing holiday 
scenes in a miniature LEGO city. This event is family 
friendly. Through Jan. 13, Fridays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. $3. Museum of American Heritage, 351 
Homer Ave., Palo Alto.
‘Blackboard’ “Blackboard” brings together works 
that imitate, resemble or feature a blackboard, to 
consider the relationship between art and education. 
The “blackboards” on view interrogate schooling, 
authority, literacy, form and color. Through Jan. 27. 
Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
Do Ho Suh: The Spaces in Between In this 
exhibition, artist Do Ho Suh uses a chandelier, 
wallpaper and a decorative screen to focus attention 
on issues of migration and transnational identity. 
Through Feb. 25, times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. museum.
stanford.edu/exhibitions
Kahlil Joseph: ‘BLKNWS’ Kahlil Joseph, a visiting 
artist in the new Presidential Residencies on the Future 
of the Arts program, presents his work “BLKNWS,” 
a two-channel video projection that blurs the lines 
between art, journalism, entrepreneurship and cultural 
critique. Through June 16, times vary. Free. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
‘Painting Nature in the American Gilded 
Age’ The Cantor Arts Center’s exhibition considers 
how nature was depicted by American artists 
from the 1880s to 1910, an era of unprecedented 
industrialization and urban development. Through 
landscapes, portraits and still lifes, the exhibition 
delves into the importance of nature for artists and the 
public. Through Aug. 25, times vary. Free. Cantor Arts 
Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
‘Vintage Toys: It’s Child’s Play!’ The museum 
presents a variety of antique toys that belonged to 
children in the past. This exhibition covers the origins 
of playtime, toy factories, toy trains, builder toys and 
more, and aims to evoke childhood memories over the 

decades. Through Feb. 17, times vary. Free. Museum of 
American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. moah.
org
Juana Briones Juana Briones was a 19th century 
woman who overcame personal, economic and political 
struggles to become a successful entrepreneur, healer, 
advocate and landowner. The Los Altos History 
Museum brings her story to awareness in its bilingual 
exhibit “Inspired by Juana: La Doña de la Frontera.” 
Through March 31, Thursdays-Sundays, noon-4 p.m. 
Free. Los Altos History Museum, 51 S. San Antonio 
Road, Los Altos. 
Gallery 9 Los Altos January Exhibition: ‘Out 
and About’ by watercolor artist Suej McCall 
Suej McCall deviates from the guidelines of traditional 
watercolor artists, creating original and colorful pieces. 
Her images are of Europe, the U.S. and Cuba. Through 
Jan. 27; Tuesdays- Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays, 
noon-4 p.m. Free. Gallery 9, 143 Main St., Los Altos. 
gallery9losaltos.com

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
The Wonders of Wool In this class participants 
explore the history of wool use around the world, 
interact with sheep and use some Hidden Villa wool 
to create crafts to take home. Jan. 13, 1:30-3 p.m. 
$25. Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills. 
hiddenvilla.org
Beginner/Refresher Bird Walk, Bedwell 
Bayfront Park Friends of Bedwell Bayfront Park 
& Sequoia Audubon Society will host a one- to 
two-hour beginner bird walk. Attendees may see 
wintering ducks, shorebirds, egrets and hawks and are 
encouraged to bring binoculars. The walk will begin 
at the restrooms in the parking lot. The event will be 
canceled if there’s heavy rain. Jan. 12, 10 a.m.-noon. 
Free. 2575 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park. 
Willow Staking and Habitat Restoration 
at Foothills Park Grassroots Ecology and the 
Watershed Stewards Program restore riparian habitat 
along Buckeye Creek, the newly opened section 
of Foothills Park. The group trims willow cuttings, 
constructs willow bundles and places them in the creek 
banks, and removes invasive hemlock, thistle and 
eucalyptus. Jan. 13, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Foothills Park, 
3300 Page Mill Road, Los Altos. Search eventbrite.com 
for more info.

SPORTS 
Palo Alto Senior Table Tennis: Free and Fun 
Exercise The Palo Alto Senior Table Tennis Club 
invites seniors 55 and older to bring a racket and pair 
of tennis shoes to play table tennis. Every Tuesday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Free; suggested $1 donation. Cubberley 
Community Center, Gym B, 4000 Middlefield Road, 
Palo Alto. 

FOOD & DRINKS
Bread Baking Collect herbs from Hidden Villa’s 
education garden, sift flour, knead the dough and 
enjoy breaking bread in the company of others. Jan. 
12, 10:30 a.m.-noon. $30. Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody 
Road, Los Altos Hills. hiddenvilla.org

JOYCE GOLDSCHMID

PALO ALTO PLAYERS PRESENTS:  
‘SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE’
Adapted from the Academy Award-winning film, “Shakespeare in Love” is a 
witty romance filled with music. In this fictional story, young playwright William 
Shakespeare is in love with a woman who pretends to be a man in order to perform 
onstage. Directed by Lee Ann Payne. Jan. 18-Feb. 3, times vary. $42-$52. Lucie 
Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. paplayers.org 

WE MEASURE QUALITY BY RESULTS
Is Quality Important to You? 

496 First St. Suite 200
Los Altos 94022

Yvonne Heyl
Direct (650) 947-4694
Cell (650) 302-4055
yheyl@interorealestate.com
BRE# 01255661

Jeff Gonzalez
Direct (650) 947-4698
Cell (408) 888-7748
jgonzalez@interorealestate.com
BRE# 00978793
YvonneandJeff@InteroRealEstate.com
www.yvonneandjeff.com

Power of Two!
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GORGEOUS HOME WITH CLEAN OPEN DESIGN

EXTENDED HOURS: FRIDAY, 9:30AM – 5:00PM   SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:00 – 5:00PM

3 BEDROOMS + OFFICE      3 BATHS     EXTENSIVELY REMODELED     SCANDINAVIAN-STYLE OPENNESS     HARDWOOD OR HEATED STONE FLOORS  

CHEF’S KITCHEN     ENERGY-EFFICIENT SYSTEMS     MODERN LANDSCAPING     PRIVATE REAR YARD PLUS ROOF-TOP DECK     EXCELLENT SCHOOLS

58MERCY.COM      $2,798,000

Your home is where our heart is

TROYER
GROUP

THE

58 Mercy Street 
MOUNTAIN VIEW

DAVID TROYER  Lic. #01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM
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